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(Profetsor  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  in  the  Chicago  HomoBopathlc  College.) 

!•  Classification. 

I  USE  the  plural — ^albuminurias — advisedly,  and  shall  attempt 
to  prove  that  it  is  possible  for  a  score  of  them  to  occur  during  preg- 
nancy ;  thaty  in  order  to  make  a  prognosis  in  any  individual  case, 
we  must  be  able  to  account  for  the  particular  kind  of  albuminuria 
which  the  patient  presents ;  lastly,  that  by  means  of  knowledge  of 
the  patient's  history,  observation  of  her  present  condition,  quantita- 
tive examination  of  the  urine,  and  microscopical  .examination  of  the 
urinary  sediment,  a  decided  prognosis  can  be  given  in  many  cases  in 
which  not  long  ago  a  prognosis  was  the  veriest  guess-work ;  that,  in 
consequence,  a  system  of  treatment  can  be  carried  out  which  shall  be 
just  and  fair,  with  reference  to  the  patient,  neither  too  mild  nor  un- 
necessarily severe. 

A  general  classification  of  albuminurias  (on  next  page)  will '  be 
convenient  for  reference  during  the  course  of  the  paper. 

A  few  words  in  explanation  of  the  table  are  necessary,  owing  to 
the  brevity  of  the  terms  used. 

I.  Paraxysmai  ABniminuria, — Condition  in  which  albumin  is 
found  at  same  particular  time  of  day,  but  not  at  other  times  in  not- 
able quantity.  Usually  none  after  rest  in  bed.  Synonymous  with 
cyclical  and  postural  albuminuria. 

Dietetic. — ^After  meals,  or  aft;er  meals  and  exercise. 
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Table  I. 
Classification  of  Albuminurias. 


Anorganic* 


Temporarj. 


'{a)  Parozjsmal 
(cyclic). 
(6)  Dietetic 

(c)  Muscalar. 

(d)  "Hepatic" 

(e)  Vaso-motor 
(neurotic). 

I  (/)  Circalatory. 
Persistent  Simple  persistent 
without  casts. 


Albumin  at  certain  times 
found  in  the  urine,  usually  in 
small  quantity  or  mere  traces 
(bu  t  possi  bly  abundant^ .  Al- 
bumin not  accompaniea  by  re 
nal  casts  other  than  occasion- 
ally a  stray  hyaline  cast.  Spe 
ci6c  gravity  of  24  hours'  mixed 
urine,  1015  to  1025.  Patients 
(I.,  a,  bf  c)  usually  young.  No 
signs  of  cardiac  hypertrophy 
or  high  arterial  tension.  No 
gout,  no  retinal  change 


Organic. 


Extra-renal, 


1.  Urethral. 

2.  Prostatic. 

3.  Spermatic. 

4.  Vaginal. 

5.  Vesical. 

6.  Ureteral. 

7.  From  lesion 
in  kidney- 
pelvis. 


Albumin  in 
small  amount, 
or  mere  trace, 
due  to  pree 
ence  in  the 
urine  of  baeU- 
ria^  epUhdia^ 
tperm€Uiefpro&' 
tatk  or  Uueor- 
rhcBcU  flpid ; 
piMf  or  bloodj 
from  else 
where  than  the 
kidney  paren 
chyma. 


Benal, 


I.  Degenerative. 


IL  Inflammatory. 


IIL  Hyperemic  < 


'  1.  Acute  paren- 
chymatous. 

2.  Chronic     pa- 

renchyma- 
tous. 

3.  Chronic    pa- 

renchym  a- 
tous  in  dia- 
betes. 

4.  Acute    exu- 

dative. 

5.  Acute     dif- 

fuse. 

6.  Sub-acute 

difiuse. 

7.  Chronic  dif- 

fuse. 

8.  Acute  inter- 

stitial. 

9.  Chronic   in- 

terstitial. 

10.  (Gouty.) 

11.  Suppurative 

interstitial 

12.  Acute. 

13.  Chronic  (cya- 

notic   indu- 
ration). 
14.  Larda- 


IV.  From  infiltration.  - 


ceous 

15.  Syphili- 
tic 

16.  Scrofu- 
lous. 

17.  Tubercu- 
lous. 

V.  From  growths,  parasites,  or  cysts. 


Albumin  from  trace  to  ereat  abund- 
ance with  tube-casts.  Tube-casts  may 
be  absent,  but  sp.  gr.  will  not  be 
1015  to  1025.  Possibly  pus  and 
blood  with  abundant  albumin.  Sig^s 
of  cardiac  hypertrophy  or  arterial 
tension. 


Miwcw/ar.— After  vigoroas  exercise.  To  the  three  above  men- 
tioned the  general  term  ^^physiological  albuminuria"  has  been 
applied. 

*  I  take  the  liberty  of  using  this  word  to  describe  certain  albuminurias  which,  so 
far  as  we  know,  are  not  the  result  of  organic  lesion. 
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Hepatic, — During  digestive  disturbances;  slight  jaundioe. 

VasO'Motor. — In  over-work,  ill-health ;  caused  by  masturbation. 
A  Iso  called  neurotic. 

dreulaiory. — Found  in  cases  to  be  explained  best  on  the  ground 
of  alteration  in  the  specific  gravity  of  the  blood,  as  in  corpulent 
elderly  persons,  and  sometimes  in  pregnancy.  To  the  last  three  just 
mentioned  the  term  ''  functional "  has  been  applied.'*' 

II.  Albumin  is  found  in  the  urine  in  diseases  of  the  urethra,  pros- 
tate, vagina,  bladder,  ureters,  kidneys  and  pelvis,  beingdue  to  presence 
of  bacteria,  epithelia,  pus  or  blood.  (Albumin  is  also  found  in  urine 
containing  prostatic  or  seminal  fluid.) 

III.  Albumin  is  found  in  the  urine  in  various  renal  lesions,  which, 
for  convenience,  may  be  classified  as  degenerative,  inflammatory,  hy- 
penemic,  etc.  These  terms  are  by  no  means  above  criticism,  it  is 
true,  but  something  must  be  done  to  indicate  difierences,  not  only 
pathological,  but  clinical  as  well,  in  the  various  albuminurias  due  to 
renal  lesion.  I  use  the  term  "degenerative"  to  describe  albumi- 
nurias due  to  a  renal  transformationy  in  which  the  epithelial  cells  f 
lining  the  uriniferous  tubules  lose  the  power  of  eliminating  the  pro- 
ducts of  tissue  change  and  pass  through  various  retrograde  conditions 
(cloudy  swelling,  granular  change,  fatty  transformation),  but  not  from 
what  we  define  as  inflammation,  properly  speaking,  in  course  of 
which  we  expect  to  find  determination  of  blood,  stasis,  escape  of 
liquor  sanguinis,  and  so  on. 

I  classify  an  "  acute  exudative  nephritis ''  on  the  authority  of 
I>elafield.  Clinically,  I  am  inclined  to  the  view  of  Tyson,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  distinguish  the  exudative  from  the  diffuse.;^  I  use  the 
term  "difiuse''  to  describe  an  inflammation  in  which  there  is  not 
only  change  in  the  epithelium  of  the  tubules,  but  also  in  the  inter- 
tubular  (interstitial)  tissue,  and,  in  some  cases,  vascular  thickening 
as  well.  I  adopt  the  term  "  sub-acute '^  to  describe  that  form  of 
nephritis  which,  while  clinically  resembling  in  some  respects  (ansemia, 
nausea,  dropsy)  acute  cases,  nevertheless  is  long  continued  with  per- 


*  Inasinacb  as  there  are  objections  to  the  terms  "  physiological "  and  "  functional," 
I  have  described  all  these  albominurias  by  the  general  term  **  unorganic.'* 

1 1  restrict  the  term  **  degeneratiye  **  to  those  conditions  in  which  there  is  oedema- 
toos  but  not  inflammatorj  change  in  the  intertubular  tissue. 

t  Delafield  uses  the  term  "exudative"  to  describe  an  inflammation  in  which  the 
bloodvessels  plaj  an  active  part.  The  serum,  fibrine  and  pus  cells  are  derived  from 
the  contents  of  the  bloodvessels,  while  changes  in  the  tissues  themselves  are  absent 
or  secondary. 
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maoent  changes  in  the  kidneys,  and,  in  oonsequenoe,  change  in  the 
quality  of  the  urine,  the  percentage  of  solids  growing  smaller. 

I  use  the  term  ^'suppurative  interstitial  "  to  describe  an  inflamma- 
tion in  the  kidney  secondary  to  affections  of  pelvic  organs,  as  cystitis. 
Other  terms  for  what  is  cliDically  the  same  thing  are  ascending 
nephritis,  obstructive  nephritis,  surgical  kidney.  Lastly,  in  alluding 
to  renal  hyperaemia,  I  mean  merely  engorgement  of  the  renal  vessels, 
cusHve  or  acute  when  the  arterial  capillaries  and  tufts  show  the  greatest 
engorgement,  passive  or  chronic  when  the  large  veins  are  found  to  be 
engorged.  Inasmuch  as  there  is  no  general  agreement  as  to  the  use 
of  several  of  the  various  terms,  I  trust  that  I  will  be  excused  for  thus 
going  into  particulars. 

Pathoi>ogy. 

I  see  no  reason  for  regarding  the  pregnant  woman  as,  for  some  un- 
accountable reason,  exempt  from  the  various  albuminurias  to  which 
ordinary  flesh  is  heir.  If  albumin  appears  in  the  urine  it  can  be 
referred,  aflter  careful  examination  of  the  urine  and  of  the  patient,  to 
one  of  the  two  general  classes  of  Table  I.,  Anorganic  and  Organic. 
If  the  albuminuria  is  anorganic,  it  will  probably  be  either  dietetic, 
hepatic,  neurotic,  or  circulatory.  If  the  albuminuria  is  organic,  it 
may  be  shown,  by  methods  which  I  shall  soon  describe,  whether  it  is 
extra-renal  or  renal. 

Now,  when  albuminuria  of  renal  origin  is  found  in  the  course  of 
pregnancy,  it  is  customary  to  say  that  the  patient  has  "  puerperal 
nephritis/'  But  there  is  no  "  nephritis  "  common  to  all  pregnant 
women,  e.g.,  which  all  pregnant  women  have  when  the  kidneys  them- 
selves are  involved.  The  phrase  "  puerperal  nephritis  "  is  convenient, 
but  conducive  to  looseness  and  routine  in  both  prognosis  and  treat- 
ment. In  proof  of  my  assertion  I  submit  quotations  from  the  follow- 
ing authorities  in  alphabetical  order,  italics  my  own  :'*' 

Delafield  :t  acute  diffuse  nephritis  is  the  most  important  variety  of 
nephritis  in  pregnancy. 

Frerichs:;^  puerperal  albuminuria  is  due  to  an  acute  nephritis. 

Leyden  :§  it  is  neither  acute  inflammation  nor  chronic  congestion, 
but  arterial anamiia  and  degenerative  changes;  in  some  cases  ordinary 
Bright's  disease  is  developed. 

*  See  also  cases  from  my  own  practice  referred  to  later, 
t  Ann.  of  Ike  Univ,  MedSd^  1S89,  G..  6,  iii. 
t  Ann.  of  the  Univ.  Med.  Sei.,  1888,  vol.  i.,  p.  482. 
I  Ann.  of  the  Univ.  Med.  /Set.,  1888,  vol.  i.,  p.  482. 
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Ralfe:*  parenchymatous  ehangesy  frequent  recurrence  leads  to 
chronic  nephritis  and  development  of  large  white  kidney,  etc. 

Rosenstein  :f  no  active  nephritis,  but  only  a  chronic  congestion^  due 
to  the  pressure  of  the  pregnant  uterus  on  the  veins. 

Saundby  :|  the  most  common  causes  (of  obstructive  nephritis)  ''are 
pregnaneyy^  etc. 

Weinbaum  :§  recognizes /otir  forms : 

1.  Dropsy  without  reoal  lesion.  2.  Swelling  and  degeneration  of 
the  renal  epithelium,  a  transitory  condition.  3.  Acute  exudative 
nephritis  (temporary).     4.  Acute  diffuse  nephritis. 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  men  just  quoted  are  either  vaporing 
triflers  or  common  liars.  On  the  other  hand,  I  see  no  reason  for 
assuming  that  some  particular  one  of  them  is  unique  and  peerless  in 
his  observations,  whilst  all  others  are,  in  comparison,  mere  grovellers 
in  a  dismal  swamp  of  hopeless  error.  I  will  not  denounce  the  opin- 
ions of  any  or  all  of  them  who  may  not  possibly  have  seen  the  same 
pathological  conditions  which  have  come  under  my  own  personal 
observation.  It  is  more  probable  that  there  is  a  grain  of  truth  in 
every  one  of  them,  than  that  all  are  totally  wrong  or  that  some  par- 
ticular one  is  the  infallible  authority. 

In  other  words,  it  is  probable  that  the  albuminurias  of  pregnancy 
which  these  men  have  seen  are  not  so  very  different  from  other  cases 
in  practice.  That  the  pathological  conditions  are  made  various  by  a 
host  of  circumstances,  among  which  heredity,  syphilis,  climate,  status 
in  society,  "  drugging,''  etc.,  play  an  important  part. 

Hence,  I  unconditionally  reject  the  phrase  ''puerperal  nephritis," 
and  abjure  the  use  of  the  pronoun  '^  it "  in  referring  to  a  score  of  con- 
ditions possible  in  the  course  of  pregnancy.  [I  think  that  it  will  be 
proved  in  time  that  pr^nancy  is  never,  strictly  speaking,  a  cause  of 
lasting  nephritis,  but  merely  aggravates  a  pre-existing  one,  as  Lecor- 
che  now  suggests.  If  there  is  no  pre-existing  nephritis,  albuminurias 
which  arise  during  pregnancy,  will,  with  proper  care  and  attention, 
disappear  after  delivery.  I  do  not  use  the  term  "nephritis"  synony- 
mously here  with  "  albuminuria,"  but  to  describe  true  inflammatory 
conditions.] 

In  consequence  of  my  rejection  of  the  phrase ''  puerperal  nephritis," 
I  must  needs  tabulate  the  albuminurias  which  from  study  and  ex- 

•  DiuoM  of  the  Kidneys,  1885,  p.  246. 

t  Ann,of  tJie  Univ.  Med.  Sd.,  1888,  vol.  i ,  p.  482. 

}  Leetwrea  an  Brighes  Duease,  1889,  p.  231. 

i  Ann.  of  ike  Univ.  Med.  Sei.^  1888,  vol.  i.,  p.  483. 
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perience  I  deem  pregnant  flesh  to  be  heir  to.  I  ^11  include  in  my 
list  not  only  those  cases  coming  under  my  own  observation,  but  those 
reported  by  others  whom  I  deem  worthy  of  credence. 

TABLE  II. 
The  Albuminurias  of  Pregnancy. 


Anorganic, 

Dietetic. 

Hepatia 

[Paroxysmal.] 

Neurotic. 

Circulatory. 


Extra-renal. 


Renal. 


r  Urethral. 
Vaginal. 
Vesical. 
Ureteral. 
Due  to  pyelitis. 

Organio. 

^  Acute  d^neration. 
Chronic  degeneration. 
Acute  exudative  inflammation. 
Acute  difiuse  inflammation. 
Sub-acute  diffuse  inflammation. 
Chronic  difiuse  inflammation. 
Chronic  interstitial. 
Suppurative  interstitial. 
Chronic  hypersemia. 
Syphilis  of  the  kidney. 
Complicated  cases. 


Authorities  and  General  Reasoning. — Dietetic  albuminuria :  Vari- 
ous obstetricians;  see  Hahnemannian,  November,  1889,  p.  731. 

Hepatic  Albuminuria. — No  reason  why  the  pregnant  woman  should 
be  exempt  from  albuminuria  of  disturbed  digestion. 

Paroxysmal. — Same  reasoning ;  also  case  of  Ralfe,  in  his  book, 
1885,  p.  539. 

Vaso-Motor  or  Neurotic. — Lantos  in  Archiv.  fur  Oynakologicy  vol. 
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xxxii.,  Part  3.  (Synopsis  in  British  Medical  Journal^  January  12, 
1889.) 

Circulatory. — Ralfe,  Diseases  of  the  Kidneys^  1885,  p.  539. 

Urethral — No  reason  why  pregnant  women  should  be  exempt 
from  urethritis. 

Vdffinal. — I  have  observed,  in  soores  of  instances,  traces  of  albu- 
men due  to  leucorrhoeal  admixture. 

VesicaL — ^The  same  when  heavy  sediment  of  epithelia  from  des- 
quamation of  bladder ;  also  in  severer  cystitis  when  pus  is  present. 

Ureteral. — Indirectly  from  dilatation ;  editorial  in  Hahneman- 
NIAN,  November,  1889,  p.  731.  Directly  from  inflammation  and 
presence  of  pus  in  urine;  quite  likely  when  there  is  pyelitis. 

Due  to  Pyelitis. 

Acute  Degeneration. — Weinbaum,  already  quoted;  also  Porter 
{Renal  Diseases,  1887,  p.  104);  and  Leyden,  already  quoted. 

Chronic  Degeneration. — Porter,  1887,  p.  104. 

Acute  Exudative  Inflammation.-^W einhs,nm. 

Acute  Diffuse, — Weinbaum,  Delafield. 

Sub-AciUe  Nephritis. — ^Ralfe,  op.  dt,,  p.  247. 

Chronic  Diffuse. — Various  authorities,  as  Ralfe,  note  a  tendency 
eventually  to  small  kidney,  which  is  possibly  rather  that  of  the  diffuse 
group  than  purely  cirrhotic.  (See  Porter  on  Errors  in  mistaking 
Diffuse  Group  for  Cirrhosis,  op.  ciLy  p.  93.) 

Chronic  Interstitial. — Pale,  granular  or  atrophic  kidney,  according 
to  Ralfe,  in  process  of  time ;  see  above. 

Suppurative  Interstitiai,  Ascending  Nephritis  ;  Obstructive  Nephrir- 
<«.— Saundby,  BrighPs  Disease— lSS9y  p.  236. 

Chronic  Hypercemia. — Rosenstein  (first  two  editions),  already 
quoted. 

Syphilis  of  the  kidney  has  not  received  the  attention  it  deserves.  It 
•has  been  claimed  by  Jaccoud  that  renal  syphilis  may  show  itself  early 
by  simple  persistent  albuminuria  or  by  acute  diffuse  nephritis;  or 
(Wagner),  on  a  chronic  condition,  there  supervenes  an  attack  of  acute 
diffuse  nephritis,  with  hsematuria.  It  is  quite  possible  that  some 
deaths  from  nephritis,  during  pregnancy,  may  be  due  to  syphilis, 
either  previously  latent  or  contracted  from  the  husband  ;  the  latter 
would  seem  especially  likely  in  primiparse. 

Complicated  Chses. — These  are  probably  far  more  common  than 
generally  realized.  Every  one  knows,  for  example,  how  liable  is 
a  patient  with  chronic  hypersBmia  to  acute  exacerbations.  Chronic 
nephritis  and  lardaceous  disease  are  found  in  the  same  patient.  Other 
examples  might  be  quoted. 
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TRANSIENT  (EDEMA  AND  BILIOUS  COLIC. 

BY  J.  P.  DAKE,  M.D.,  NASHVILIiE,  TBNN. 

The  paper  read  before  the  Pennsylvania  State  Society  by  Dr. 
Clarenoe  Bartlett,  and  published  in  theHAHNEMANNiAN  Monthly, 
November,  1889,  page  699,  bringing  forward  some  original  deduc- 
tions, as  well  as  valuable  observations  upon  certain  forms  of  oedema, 
has  called  to  mind  some  discoveries  of  my  own  that  may  prove  of 
interest  to  the  profession. 

Something  more  than  twenty  years  ago  I  was  called  upon  by  my 
old  friend,  Dr.  Hush,  of  Salem,  O.,  to  assist  in  making  a  post-mortem 
examination  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  died  of  suffocation,  after 
a  few  hours'  illness. 

The  patient  had  been  in  usual  health  all  day,  preparing  to  start  off 
on  a  business  trip  on  the  morrow.  In  the  night  he  was  awakened 
by  a  constricted  feeling  in  his  throat,  a  sense  of  suffocation.  Upon 
the  arrival  of  Dr.  Rush  there  were  present  the  symptoms  of  ob- 
structed larynx  or  trachea,  as  in  membranous  croup.  All  efforts  to 
relieve  the  difficult  breathing  were  ineffectual,  and  the  patient  died 
before  counsel  could  be  called  or  much  done,  he  residing  some  dis- 
tance in  the  country. 

The  examination  was  made  about  six  or  eight  hours  after  death, 
and  revealed  no  malformation,  no  false  membrane,  and  very  little 
apparent  inflammation  of  the  lining  or  the  deeper  tissues.  There 
was  present  some  collection  of  frothy  mucus  in  the  larynx  and 
trachea.     The  epiglottis  seemed  to  have  been  in  a  normal  condition. 

It  was  a  question  whether  there  had  been  a  spasm  of  the  glottis, 
or  in  the  larynx  or  tube  below,  sufficient  to  shut  off  the  breath ;  or 
whether,  again,  there  had  been  a  transitory  oedema.     If  there  had- 
been  an  oe<lematous  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the  tumefac- 
tion had  subsided  with  the  loss  of  motion  and  heat  at  and  after  death. 

The  patient  had  been  a  strong  and  apparently  healthy  man,  sub- 
ject to  no  special  form  of  disease,  except  bilious  colic,  of  which  he 
had  experienced  several  attacks,  though,  so  far  as  I  now  remember, 
he  never  discharged  any  biliary  calculi. 

A  few  years  afterward,  in  this  city,  I  had  a  patient  subject  to  spells 
of  bilious  colic,  a  very  robust,  high-living  man,  who  came  to  me  one 
morning  from  the  train,  with  his  face  swollen,  as  with  severe  urti- 
caria.    There  had  been  itching  and  heat  before  and  with  the  oedema. 
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The  application  of  hot  water  and  some  internal  remedy,  which  I  do 
not  now  recall,  soon  afforded  relief.  This  case  reminded  me  of  that 
mentioned  above. 

I  had  before  me  the  following  facts : 

1.  That  in  both  subjects  there  had  been  violent  attacks  of  what 
conld  not  be  diagnosed  as  anything  else  than  biliary  obstruction. 

2.  That  in  neither  had  there  been  a  discharge  of  biliary  calculi,  so 
far  as  could  be  discovered. 

3.  That  in  both  the  obstruction  was  probably  due  to  some  other 
cause  than  a  calculus. 

4.  That  in  both  there  was  an  immunity  from  colic  during  the 
presence  of  oedema  or  obstruction  elsewhere. 

Reasoning  upon  these  facts,  I  came  to  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  That  the  patient  of  Dr.  Rush  died  from  oedema  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  larynx  or  trachea,  one  or  both. 

2.  That  his  attacks  of  colic  had  been  due  to  sudden  oedema  of  the 
membrane  lining  the  biliary  duct« 

3.  That  my  patient  had  colic  from  a  similar  oedema  in  the  duct,  a 
condition  not  unlike  that  revealed  upon  his  face. 

These  discoveries  in  etiology  led  me  to  a  solution  of  what  had  been 
a  mystery  to  me — how  it  was  that  china  could  prove  so  eiBcient  a 
remedy  in  bilious  colic.  I  had  great  confidence  in  the  professional 
judgment  of  my  friend,  Dr.  David  Thayer,  of  Boston,  and  yet  I 
could  not  understand  why  he  so  insisted  that  he  had  cured  and  could 
surely  cure  bilious  colic  with  china. 

Proceeding  by  faith  in  the  statements  and  figures  of  Dr.  Thayer, 
and  not  by  the  pathogenesy  of  cinchona,  as  showing  an  ability  to  oc- 
casion the  horrid  tortures  of  that  twisting,  writhing  complaint,  I  had 
experienced  gratifying  results  from  his  much-praised  remedy.  But 
when  I  found  the  key  to  the  etiological  mystery  I  was  not  long  in 
unlocking  the  therapeutic  mystery.  Over  and  over  again  have  I 
known  of  persons  having  urticaria  and  local  oedema  induced  by  some 
form  of  cinchona,  more  especially  by  the  sulphate  of  quinine. 

For  years  past  my  homoeopathic  remedy  for  the  oedema  of  urti- 
caria, as  well  as  bilious  colic,  has  been  cinchona  bark,  in  trituration 
or  quinine,  in  moderate  doses.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  know  that  the 
homoeopathic  relation  exists  between  the  pathogenic  influence  of  the 
drug  and  the  affection  for  which  I  am  prescribing.  I  am  content  to 
let  Dr.  Lauder  Brunton,  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood  and  others  speculate  upon 
the  philosophy  of  the  case,  whether  the  fault  and  cure  be  in  the  liver, 
the  stomach,  the  lymphatics,  or  the  nerves. 
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Ten  years  ago,  in  reading  the  classic  lectures  of  Dr.  Marchison  on 
the  diseases  of  the  liver,  I  made  a  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  on 
which  he  gives  a  classification  of  the  causes  of  biliary  stricture.  He 
mentions  under  one  heading  five  causes,  as  follows : 

1.  Congenital  deficiency. 

2.  Stricture  from  peri-hepatitis. 

3.  An  ulcer  in  the  duodenum. 

4.  Cicatrization  of  ulcer  in  duct. 
6.  Spasmodic  stricture. 

In  my  note,  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  I  gave  as  an  additional 
cause: 

6.  CEdema  of  the  lining  of  the  duct. 

I  firmly  believe  that  what  is  usually  termed  bilious  colic  arises 
more  frequently  from  this  last  condition  or  cause  than  from  all  others 
put  together.  I  should  mention,  however,  that  other  obstructing 
causes,  such  as  calculus,  hydatids  and  foreign  bodies  from  the  intes- 
tines, were  noted  by  Dr.  Murchison.  Though  he  speaks  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  duct,  he  does  not  recognize 
the  oedema,  arising  and  subsiding  suddenly,  as  similar  in  kind  to 
that  oflen  seen  upon  the  surface  of  the  human  body. 

In  closing,  I  would  refer  to  the  case  reported  by  Matas,  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Bartlett,  page  701,  as  showing  the  prompt  curative  action  of 
quinine.  The  woman  had  oedema  of  the  upper  lip  for  two  months, 
and  it  disappeared  in  two  days,  under  the  influence  of  that  drug,  and 
did  not  return.  And  I  would  remark  that  in  cases  of  oedema  of  the 
glottis,  or  of  the  larynx  or  trachea,  life  may  be  saved  by  a  prompt 
resort  to  intubation,  as  now  being  practiced  in  cases  of  croup,  or  by 
the  older  method, — tracheotomy, — the  nature  of  the  case  not  allow- 
.ing  time  for  curative  medicinal  action. 


GYMNASIA  AS  A  FACTOR  IN  PROPHYLAXIS. 

BT  DANIEL  KABSNER,   M.D.,   PHILADELPHIA. 

-  <Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  September 

12, 1889.) 

"  From  the  earliest  date  of  its  records,  history  contains  numerous 
examples  of  the  occurrence  of  disease,  widely  prevalent  for  periods  of 
greater  or  less  duration  both  among  men  and  animals;  the  first 
known  as  epidemics,  the  latter  as  epizootics,  significant  terms  derived 
from  the  Greek.    These  plagues  were  more  or  less  limited  in  extent, 
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and  more  or  less  fatal,  proportionally,  at  different  times ;  but  ap- 
peared so  obscure  in  their  origin  and  history,  and  constituted  so 
terrible  an  affliction,  that  both  priests  and  poets,  as  well  as  the 
vulgar,  were  disposed  to  refer  them  directly  to  the  wrath  of  the  angry 
gods,  the  arrows  of  Apollo;  or  to  the  malignant  potency  of  some 
imaginary  monster,  as  the  Leornean  Hydra." 

From  those  ancient  dates  to  modern  periods  have  these  pestilences, 
more  or  less  changed  by  conditions  of  evolution,  been  handed  down 
from  one  generation  to  another,  ever  conforming  to  the  same  general 
laws  giving  rise  to,  and  propagating  them.  And  we,  as  medical 
philosophers,  practitioners  and  hygienists,  are  confronted  in  this  era 
with  the  startling  and  significant  fact  that,  notwithstanding  a  limit 
has  undoubtedly  been  placed  upon  their  ravages,  not  a  single  well- 
known  form  has  been  blotted  from  the  list.  The  mission  of  medicine 
has  been  to  mitigate  rather  than  stamp  out  disease ;  the  healing  art  is 
yet  tentative,  the  science  still  in  its  infancy.  Indeed,  a  careful  survey 
of  the  field  proves  that  the  attempts  to  eradicate  disease  have  resulted 
in  what  might  be  termed  a  magnificent  failure.  This  is  not  said  in 
any  specious  spirit,  not  in  disparagement  of  the  many  noble  deeds  of 
our  good  brethren,  the  self-sacrificing  physicians  and  surgeons,  nor  of 
the  progress  made,  or  making,  in  the  science  of  healing.  We  cannot 
stand  still ;  we  must  learn ;  but  with  all  our  boasted  triumphs  and 
splendid  prestige,  our  great  battles  of  the  schools  and  pathies,  our  ex- 
periments and  thousands  of  reported  cases,  we  have  not  yet  found  the 
panacea — ^the  cure-all.  No;  nor  even  the  cure  for  any  disease. 
People  suffer  to-day  just  as  they  did  away  down  the  dim  vbta  of  the 
ages  agone,  from  small-pox,  ague,  the  various  febrile  affections,  the 
pains  and  plagues  that  we  have  studied  and  classified  and  given 
names,  treated  with  more  or  less  relief,  distinguished  in  a  marvel- 
lously plain  and  ample  etiology,  but  they  are  the  same  old  poxes, 
fluxes,  palsies,  quartans  and  quotidians  that  plagued  the  people  four 
thousand  years  ago;  irradicable  then,  irradicable  now.  We  may 
modify  but  we  cannot  extirpate  them.  Do  what  we  will  they  return 
to  torment  us,  and  so  utterly  helpless  are  we  now  to  conquer  malady 
that  the  wisest  and  best  practitioners  not  only  tell  us  to  keep  out 
pestilence  by  quarantine,  but  enlist  the  strong  arm  of  the  government 
to  make  the  prevention  system  potent.  It  requires  no  very  keen 
discernment  to  see  in  the  Scott  Chinese  exclusion  act  a  shadow  of 
those  cordons  or  dead  lines  that  were  established  by  God's  chosen 
people  to  keep  out  the  heathen  and  their  abominable  diseases,  filth 
and  immorality  from  the  land  of  Canaan. 
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In  support  of  the  view  I  take  I  may  be  permitted  to  quote*  here 
from  the  annual  address  before  the  British  Medical  Association, 
at  Brighton,  by  John  Erickson,  F.R.CS. :  "  The  greatest  advance 
in  the  medical  science  of  our  generation  is  the  clearer  and  more 
general  recognition  that  the  power  of  medicine  to  cure  disease  is  ex- 
tremely limited ;  in  other  words,  that  the  aim  of  the  enlightened 
physician  should  be  prevention  rather  than  cure.  The  discoveries  of 
the  past  two  centuries  have  taught  sanitary  reformers  where  and 
how  to  work.  It  is  the  unselfish  love  of  mankind  and  a  generous 
sense  of  duty  that  have  stimulated  many  of  these  researches  that  are 
now  bearing  such  golden  fruit,  and,  which,  while  limiting  the  work 
of  the  doctor  and  curtailing  his  income,  make  life  longer  and 
pleasanter." 

Dr.  Priestley  Smith,  the  great  English  eye-surgeon  and  specialist 
in  ophthalmology,  distinguished  quite  recently  for  his  elucidation  of 
the  pathology  of  glaucoma,  observes,  in  his  late  work  on  Eyesight — 
How  to  Lose  It:  "The  fact  is,  many  diseases  are  the  results  of 
fundamental  changes  in  the  structure  of  the  body,  of  the  deteriora- 
tion of  important  organs,  and  not  merely  the  outcome  of  disordered 
functions,  so  by  the  time  the  physician  is  called  to  the  rescue,  it  is  too 
late.  The  greatest  triumphs  will  no  doubt  await  the  endeavor  to  con- 
trol the  causes  of  certain  diseases.^^ 

My  subject  is  prophylaxis,  and  I  want  to  show  that  prevention  of 
plague,  the  avoidance  of  dise&se,  the  fortification  of  the  system  against 
malady,  are  means  much  the  same  as  those  common  in  the  beginning 
of  the  art  of  healing.  The  late  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Loeser,  one  of  the 
most  erudite  of  modern  rabbis,  said  that  the  hygienic  regulations  of 
Moses  were  what  made  the  Jews  healthy,  prosperous  and  long-lived. 
He  told  how  their  mingling  with  the  Egyptians  had  introduced  some 
of  the  "  abominations  "  and  "  curses  "  of  the  heathen — that  is,  the 
loathsome  and  incurable  diseases.  To  get  rid  of  these  they  had  to 
be  exercised  throqghout  a  full  generation  in  the  open  air,  cut  off  from 
contamination  and  forced  to  adopt  a  system  of  hygiene  that  has  never 
been  discounted  to  this  day.  It  comprised  cleanliness,  exercise, 
good  moral  habits,  work,  and  a  system  of  recreation,  sport  and  rest. 
Plenty  of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  plain,  wholesome,  readily  diges- 
tible and  assimilative  food,  and  the  avoidance  of  fats  and  poisonous 
substances,  positively  decreed.  The  oyster  and  all  of  its  class,  worms, 
toads,  rodents,  and  other  animals  and  articles,  unwholesome  in  the 
hot  climate  of  Palestine,  were  prohibited.  They  were  all  eaten  by 
the  heathen  and  they  suffered  for  it.     Between  these  outside  nations, 
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afflicted  with  terrible  plagues,  and  the  clean,  healthy,  happy  Jews, 
there  was  a  quarantine  established  that  was  more  strictly  observed 
than  that  of  to-day,  established  for  the  same  purpose — ^the  exclusion 
of  incurable  and  malignant  diseases. 

As  these  same  plagues  still  affect  mankind  and  are  incurable,  it  is 
the  work  of  wisdom  to  keep  them  out,  and  if  this  cannot  be  done 
entirely,  to  educate  the  people  up  to  a  knowledge  of  prevention,  and 
to  a  strengthening  of  the  system  so  as  to  ward  off  the  enemy  and  resist 
its  assaults.  This,  I  maintain,  can  best  be  accomplished  by  strict 
attention  to  personal  hygiene,  by  improved  sanitation,  bodily  clean- 
liness, and  ample,  but  not  wearying,  exercise.  This  preventive  of 
disease  is  within  reach  of  the  weakest  and  poorest.  It  is  recom- 
mended by  the  illustrious  Prof.  T.  H.  Huxley,  in  his  remarkable 
article  on  "The  Stru^le  for  Existence,*'  published  in  the  Nmeteenth 
Century f  recently  reprinted  in  pamphlet  form  and  scattered  broad- 
cast throughout  England.  The  emineut  naturalist,  philanthropist  and 
statesman.  Sir  John  Lubbock,  all  through  his  recent  work  on  the 
management  of  the  masses,  entitled  The  Pleasures  of  Life,  advises 
the  working  people  to  stir  about  and  sniff  the  fresh  air  whenever 
they  can  do  so,  thereby  adding  something  to  the  worth  of  living, 
warding  off  disease  and  keeping  up  the  physical  strength  for  coming 
labors  at  the  forge,  in  the  mill,  shop,  etc.  To  be  added  to  the  teach- 
ings of  these  great  men  are  the  dicta  of  many  other  learned  doctors 
and  laymen.  Going  back  again  to  the  ancients,  we  begin  with 
Plato's  "  Mens  sana  in  corpore  sano^^^  and  to  best  secure  this  coveted 
condition,  we  are  advised  by  Galen  that  '^  the  best  physician  is  he  who 
is  the  best  teacher  of  gymnastics  ; "  by  Dryden  :  "  The  wise  for  cure 
on  exercise  depend;"  by  Ix)rd  Bacon:  ** There  are  no  diseases 
whose  further  development  could  not  be  prevented,  or  which,  at  the 
commencement,  could  not  have  been  cured  by  bodily  exercise."  So 
it  seems  the  ancients  and  moderns  were  alike  convinced  from  actual 
observation  and  experience  that  physical  exercise,  and  particularly 
that  which  is  classed  generally  as  gymnasia,  is  the  best  prophylaxis. 

In  England  and  the  United  States  a  fresh  impetus  has  been  given 
to  this  gymnasia-preventive  by  many  persons  outside  of  the  medical 
profession.  A  work  that  has  created  a  genuine  sensation  is  How  to 
Get  Strong,  by  William  Blaikie,  and  the  burden  of  its  philosophy  is 
the  inculcation  of  physical  culture,  gentle  exercise  in  the  open  air, 
gymnasia,  etc.  All  outdoor  sports  are  heartily  advocated,  and  while 
I  know  they  have  been  productive  of  a  great  deal  of  good,  I  be- 
lieve they  are  harmful  at  times,  because  of  excesses.     The  sporting 
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men,  base-ball  players,  rowers,  runners,  jumpers,  turners,  etc.,  form 
but  a  small  class.  Mr.  Blaikie  writes  to  teachers  concerning  the 
physical  education  of  their  pupils :  *'  Especially  impress  it  on  the 
weak,  the  poorly-built  and  the  over-studious,  who  are  not  good  at 
any  sport,  that  they  are  going  to  make  very  one-sided  men  and 
women,  if  they  live  that  long,  and  get  them  out  of  doors  in  all 
weathers  to  lay  in  a  store  of  vigor  and  stamina,  so  necessary  to  all 
who  hope  to  ever  accomplish  anything  in  life."  "  What  physician 
of  experience,"  says  Mr.  Blaikie,  "  will  not  urge  our  women  to  take 
long  walks  on  bright  days  ?  "  He  goes  on  to  show  what  poor  walkers 
American  women  are,  generally,  and  how,  from  sheer  want  of  gentle 
exercise,  they  suffer  constantly,  and  try  by  medication  to  mitigate 
what  might  have  been  readily  and  pleasurably  prevented.  In  his 
valuable  book  he  advocates  simple  home  gymnasia  that  can  be  ar- 
ranged at  small  cost;  walks  in  the  park,  when  possible,  and  in  clean 
highways  whenever  the  air  is  pure  and  bracing.  The  testimony  of 
the  talented  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  of  this  city,  is  just  as  direct  in 
favor  of  what  I  have  endeavored  to  advocate  in  this  paper,  as  the 
best  prophylaxis.  In  his  timely  and  valuable  work.  Wear  and  Tear; 
or  Hints  for  the  Overworked^  he  says:  "All  classes  of  men  who  use 
the  brain  severely,  and  who  have  also — and  this  is  important — sea- 
sons of  excessive  anxiety  or  grave  reponsibility,  are  subject  to  the 
same  form  of  disease ;  and  this  is  why,  I  presume,  that  I,  as  well  as 
others  who  are  accustomed  to  encounter  nervous  disorders,  have  met 
with  numerous  instances  of  nervous  exhaustion  among  merchants 
and  manufacturers.  My  note-book  seems  to  show  that  manufac- 
turers and  certain  classes  of  railway  oiBcials  are  the  most  liable  to 
suffer  from  neural  exhaustion.  Next  to  these  coilie  merchants  in 
genera],  brokers,  clergymen,  lawyers,  and,  occasionally,  doctors. 
Distressing  cases  are  apt  to  occur,  too,  in  the  over-schooled  young 
of  both  sexes. 

The  causes  are  over-taxed  brain-work  and  worry — ^too  much  men- 
tal and  no  physical  exercise.  When  the  breakdown  comes,  we  send 
to  the  eminent  neurologist,  and  all  the  specialist  can  do  is  to  relieve 
the  sufferer.  In  three  cases  out  of  five,  cure  is  out  of  the  question. 
Again,  I  quote  from  Dr.  Mitchell^s  work  that  the  "  wearing  incessant 
cares  of  overwork,  of  business  anxiety,  and  the  like,  produce  di- 
rectly diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  and  are  also  the  fertile  parents 
of  dyspepsia  and  maladies  of  the  heart."  As  a  cure,  he  advises  a 
change  of  condition ;  a  cessation  of  mental  and  nervous  strain,  and 
exercise  in  the  open  air     This  is  the  more  important  when  we  con- 
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sider  that  this  is  an  age  of  brain  activity;  the  exercise  of  the  brain 
now  being  more  than  double  that  of  two  centuries  ago,  in  every 
civilized  community.  It  goes  without  saying  that  people  want  to 
live  as  long  as  possible,  and  that  all  men  live  for  pleasure.  There 
is  no  pleasure  in  suffering,  and  to  avoid  it  in  a  great  majority  of 
cases  is  to  use  the  gymnasia,  and  give  play  and  development  to  all 
the  muscles  and  organs.  Very  soon  a  robust  generation  will  spring 
np,  a  people  worthy  of  our  land,  of  our  liberties  and  our  civilization. 
Then  it  will  be  less  a  wonder  to  hear  of  a  centenarian  and  one  that 
has  spent  the  century  of  life  happily — pleasantly.  Besides  the  pleas- 
ures-of  life  thus  long  drawn  out  and  enjoyed,  we  may  be  sure  that  a 
progeny  will  succeed  with  similar  longevity,  leading  to  a  constant  im- 
provement of  posterity  that  will  be  the  most  blessed  if  not  the  most 
generally  accepted  evolution  of  mankind.  Dr.  William  A.  Ham- 
mond^ the  well-known  neurologist,  is  a  believer  in  healthful  exercise, 
and  declares  that  life  is  shortened  frequently  by  ignorance  of  all  its 
laws,  and  by  wilfully  disobeying  the  laws  that  are  known.  He 
thinks  it  may  be  possible  to  live  on  and  on,  if,  at  the  proper  time,  we 
b^an  and  studiously  renewed  the  vital  forces  that  ooze  out  of  us  or 
are  destroyed  by  disease.  The  exercise  of  the  muscles,  persistence  in 
personal  cleanliness,  the  maintenance  of  thorough  sanitation,  the 
imbibition  of  pure  air — ^these  are  the  gentle  and  pleasant  medica- 
ments that  push  maladies  far  away  from  us,  or  give  us  an  armor  on 
which  the  poisoned  points  of  plague  strike  in  vain  and  fall  powerless 
at  our  feet. 

I  might  go  on  quoting  from  and  commenting  upon  the  views  of- 
the  eminent  physicians  of  the  past  and  present,  but  I  think  1  have 
shown  you  that  the  duty  of  the  hour  for  the  physician  is  to  practice 
the  prevention  of  disease.  The  time  is  in  the  near  future  when  this 
hygiene  of  the  people  will  be  the  leading  department  in  the  practice 
of  medicine,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  Government 
will  adopt  some  plan  of  helping  the  medical  fraternity  to  enforce 
wholesome  hygienic  laws,  and  the  people  be  required  to  keep  clean 
and  to  deliver  up  all  refuse  that  may  engender  disease;  the  children 
have  equal  mental  and  physical  culture,  and  every  person  be  en- 
joined to  take  as  much  exercise  in  the  gymnasia  and  in  the  open  air 
aB  possible. 
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A  STUDY  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  OCCIPITO-POSTERIOR  POSITIONS. 

BT  J.  NICHOLAS  MITCHSLL,  ILD.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
(Read  before  the  Homcdopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  Ckixmty  of  Philadelphia.) 

The  raanagenient  of  occi  pi  to-posterior  cases  has  been  the  cause  of 
much  discussion. 

Smellie  was  among  the  first  to  teach  the  importance  of  effecting  a 
forced  rotation,  either  by  passing  the  hand  into  the  vagina  and  grasp- 
ing the  occiput,  or  by  the  use  of  the  straight  forceps,  in  cases  where 
the  rotation  was  delayed. 

Barnes  quotes  Dr.  R.  U.  West,  in  the  Glasgow  Medical  Jourrud 
of  1856,  as  procuring  rotation  by  artificial  means,  using  the  hand, 
but  expresses  his  own  opinion  as  follows :  '^  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  head  often  turns  of  its  own  accord,  when  we  think  that  we  are 
helping  it,'^  and  quotes,  in  favor  of  this  same  idea.  Dr.  Miller  as  say- 
ing in  the  Mechanism  of  Labor ^  1864 :  "I  met  with  a  good  many 
cases  of  occi  pi  to-posterior  positions  in  which  anterior  rotation  was 
effected,  but  the  efficiency,  I  believed,  belonged  to  me  and  not  to 
nature,  because  I  labored  assiduously  to  promote  it  after  the  manner 
recommended  by  Baudelocque  and  Dewees  ....  I  have  since  ex- 
perimentally allowed  nature  to  take  her  course  in  a  considerable 
number  of  cases,  and  I  find  thai  the  desired  rotation  is  generally  ac- 
complish^ ahout  as  well  without  as  vnth  my  assistance,^^ 
•  Barnes  furthermore  says :  "  But  I  cannot  give  more  than  a  quali- 
fied assent  to  the  propriety  of  attempting  to  rectify  the  position.  It 
is  only  exceptionally  useful ;  still  more  rarely  is  it  necessary,  and  it 
is  not  free  from  danger.  The  head  can  be  born  very  well,  preserving 
the  occipito-posterior-position  throughout." 

Playfair,  after  S|>eaking  of  the  different  methods  advocated  to 
bring  down  the  occiput,  to  flex  the  chin,  and  to  rotate  the  occiput, 
says :  "  Although  any  of  these  methods  may  be  adopted,  a  word  of 
caution  is  necessary  against  prolonged  and  over-active  endeavors  at 
producing  flexion  or  rotation,  when  that  seems  delayed.  All  who 
have  watched  such  cases  must  have  observed  that  rotation  often 
occurs  spontaneously  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  the  labor,  long 
after  the  head  has  been  pressed  down  for  a  considerable  time  to  the 
very  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  and  when  it  seems  to  have  been  making 
fruitless  endeavors  to  emerge ;  so  that  a  little  patience  will  often  be 
sufficieyit  to  overcome  the  diffumUty,^^ 
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Leishman  says :  "  The  fact  is,  however,  that  the  head  cannot,. in 
ordinary  circumstances,  be  rotated  until  it  has  reached  that  stage  in 
the  labor  where  nature,  as  a  rule,  spontaneously  induces  the  rotation, 
so  that  it  will  often  be  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  say  what  share  in  the 
movement  we  are  to  award  to  nature,  and  what  we  may  claim  as  the 
result  of  our  operative  interference/' 

Parvin,  after  speaking  of  the  difficulties  of  delivery  and  the  danger 
to  both  mother  and  child  in  cases  of  delayed  rotation,. says:  "To 
resist  the  descent  of  the  forehead,  letting  the  occiput  alone,  is  the 
simplest,  safest  and  surest  manual  means  of  effecting  anterior  rota- 
tion." 

In  Parvin's  chapter  on  the  management  of  this  position  we  find 
that  besides  Smellie,  Velpeau,  Meiga^  Hodge,  M^ttei  and  Tarnier 
all  taught  the  use  of  the  hand  to  produce  either  rotation  of  the 
occiput  forward,  or  of  the  forehead  backward. 

Meigs,  after  advising  attempts  to  produce  flexion  by  drawing  down 
the  occiput  with  two  fingers,  says:  "If  such  gentle  measures  will 
not  succeed,  we  have  the  powerful  resource  of  half  the  hand,  which 
may  be  introduced  into  the  vagina,. and  sometimes  within  the  cervix, 
and  which,  taking  the  head  in  its  palm  and  fingers,  can  place  the 
vertex  wherever  it  may  be  desirable  to  fix  it." 

This  statement  of  Meigs,  and  one  similar  by  Dr.  Elias  C.  Price,  in 
the  November  number  of  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  page  710, 
are  the  only  two  I  have  ever  seen  advising  the  rotation  of  the  head 
before  it  has  reached  the  floor  of  the  pelvis.  But  it  should  be  noticed 
that  while  Meigs  advised  such  active  measures  only  as  a  last  resort 
after  the  failure  of  milder  ones,.and  says  "sometimes  within  the  cer- 
vix," Dr.  Price  advises  carrying  the  operation  to  such  an  extreme 
that  in  his  sixth  rule  he  says :  *'  If  you  think  there  is  a  malposition, 
try  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and,  if  necessary,  rectify  it  as  soon  as  the  os 
is  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the  hand." 

To  arrive  at  a  conclusion  what  may  be  the  best  way  to  manage 
this  position,  since  authorities  differ  so  much,  it  will  be  instructive 
to  review  briefly  the  mechanism  of  the  evolutions  of  nature. 

When  the  head  presents  in  the  oblique  diameter  of  the  pelvis  it 
meets  usually  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  resistance  from  the  soft 
parts  to  produce  a  moderate  degree  of  flexion,  and  as  the  sub-occipite 
diameter  of  the  child's  head  is  three  and  three-quarter  inches,  ordi- 
narily, it  descends  easily  and  readily  through  the  four  and  three- 
quarters  to  five  inches  of  pelvic  diameter,  and  reaches  the  floor  of  the 
pelvis  with  increased  and  forced  flexion.    The  occiput  then  being 
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the  lowest  part  of  the  head  in  the  pelvis,  rotates  anteriorly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  well-understood  mechanism  of  labor,  that  the  part 
which  is  lowest  in  the  pelvis  tends  to  rotate  anteriorly. 

Fortunately,  the  variations  from  this  rule,  which  result  in  a  pos- 
terior rotation  of  the  occiput,  are  very  rare,  Uvedale  West  placing  it 
at  4  per  cent.,  while  Stoltz  estimates  it  at  only  2. 

When  this  posterior  rotation  does  occur,  the  shoulders  are  jammed 
down  into  the  pelvis,  and  the  child  doubled  up  partly,  before  the 
occiput  can  escape  from  the  vulva,  owing  to  the  long  distance  through 
which  the  occiput  must  travel.  This  crowding  in  the  pelvis,  and  the 
long  diameters  which  present,  subject  the  soft  parts  to  great  danger 
from  compression,  if  speedy  delivery  be  not  effected,  and  the  stretch- 
ing of  the  perinseum  is  so  great  that  even  in  the  most  favorable  cetses 
there  is  much  risk  to  the  child  and  to  the  periuseum  and  soft  parts  in 
general  of  the  mother. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  notwithstanding  that  the  diameter  of 
the  outlet  is  large  enough  for  the  head  to  pass,  a  large  proportion  of 
such  cases  call  for  and  need  artificial  aid  in  delivery. 

A  consideration  of  the  different  factors  that  together  produce  the 
usual  anterior  rotation  will  be  of  interest  as  demonstrating  what 
causes  produce  a  failure  in  this  rotation,  and  will  thereby  best  indi- 
cate the  appropriate  treatment. 

As  I  have  already  said,  the  diameters  of  the  child's  head  pass  readily 
through  the  oblique  diameters  of  the  pelvis,  when  the  head  is  flextil, 
but  it  is  also  a  fact  that  it  is  possible  for  the  head  to  pass  through  this 
diameter  either  in  a  semi- flexed  condition,  or  even  with  the  occipito- 
frontal diameter  in  relation  with  the  pelvic  diameter,  the  latter  measur- 
ing fou^and  three-quarter  to  five  inches,  while  the  former  averages  four 
and  one-half  inches.  If,  then,  there  should  be  a  relaxed  condition  of 
the  pelvic  walls,  such  as  is  found  sometimes  after  frequent  labors,  or 
if  the  child's  head  is  smaller  than  the  average  as  in  premature  de- 
liveries, or  if  any  cause  or  causes  exist  that  produce  a  reduction  of 
the  relative  diameter  between  the  head  and  pelvis,  the  head  may  pass 
through  without  flexion  being  brought  about. 

Now,  as  we  have  seen  that  flexion  is  a  necessity  to  anterior  rotation 
of  the  occiput,  we  can  readily  understand  that  there  must  be  a  delay 
under  such  circumstances  after  the  head  has  reached  the  floor  of  the 
pelvis,  and  that  long-continued  and  strong  contractions  of  the  uterus 
will  be  needed  to  force  the  head  down  upon  the  floor  of  the  pelvis  to 
produce  the  needed  flexion.  If,  now,  the  perinseum  also  has  been  torn 
in  a  former  labor,  and  the  floor  of  the  pelvis  is  relaxed  and  does  not 
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offer  suflScient  counter-pressure  to  the  action  of  the  uterus,  or  if  the 
contractions  of  the  uterus  cease  or  grow  weak,  the  occiput  does  not 
descend^  but  the  forehead  does,  and  thereby  it  tends  to  rotate  ante- 
riorly. In  confirmation  of  this  statement  I  need  only  recall  to  your 
recollection,  Dubois's  famous  experiment  of  placing  a  foetus  in  the 
right  oocipito-posterior  pasition  in  the  opened  uterus  of  a  recently 
delivered  dead  woman.  On  the  application  of  suitable  pressure  the 
foetus  descended,  rotated  and  passed  the  vulva,  occiput  anterior. 
This  experiment  was  repeated  several  times,  until  finally  the  soft  parts 
became  stretched  and  relaxed,  when  the  occiput  rotated  posteriorly. 
A  larger  foetus  was  then  used,  and  it  again  rotated  anteriorly. 

As  a. result,  then,  of  this  study  of  the  mechanism,  we  find  that  the 
three  necessary  factors  to  bring  about  and  encourage  an  anterior  rota- 
tion are:  1.  Marked  flexion.  2.  Good  strong  labor  pains.  3.  A 
firm  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  soft  parts  of  the  pelvis.  And  that 
in  many  instances,  from  causes  already  noted,  all  the  evolutions  are 
slow. 

Whoever  has  attended  a  number  of  these  cases  must  have  been 
struck  with  the  fact  of  how  slowly  all  the  evolutions  are  performed. 
So  markedly  slow  is  the  first  stage  of  labor  that  I  have  long  since 
learned,  in  the  absence  of  other  causes  of  explanation,  and  even  before 
I  could  diagnose  certainly  more  than  that  I  had  a  vertex  presenta- 
tion, to  determine  that  it  was  one  of  this  position.  The  causes  that 
bring  about  the  slow  dilatation  continue  through  the  second  stage, 
and  I  doubt  not  that  many  who  listen  to  me  can  recall  cases  which 
they  have  watched  until  they  had  begun  to  despair  of  the  rotation 
occurring  and,  while  preparing  to  assist,  suddenly  it  has  occurred,  and 
a  speedy  delivery  has  been  brought  about.  I  call  particular  atten- 
tion to  this  slowness,  because  I  think  a  forgetfulness  of  it  and  its 
cause  may  lead  to  unnecessary  and  too  early  attempts  to  aid,  or  that 
mistakes  may  be  made  by  prescribing  unnecessary  and  unindicated 
drugs  for  the  slowly  dilating  os  when  the  slowness  has  a  mechanical 
cause  which  calls  for  no  medicine. 

It  is  important  to  note,  from  a  study  of  these  evolutions,  that  rota- 
tion does  not  occur  until  the  head  has  reached  the  floor  of  the  pelvis, 
and  to  remember  that  the  ischial  spines  prevent  this  rotation.  I  think 
also  that  it  is  well  to  remember,  in  some  cases,  where,  notwithstand- 
ing^ ^  S^^  flexion  occurs,  yet  the  occiput  rotates  backwards,  and 
that  it  is  possible  that  the  occiput  may,  at  the  l>eginningof  labor,  pre- 
sent to  the  sacrum ;  that  as  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  descend  in  the 
antero-posterior  diameter,  a  rotation  may  occur  of  the  head  into  the 
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oblique  diameter  while  the  shoulders  still  remain  in  the  transverse. 
As  the  shoulders  would  descend  into  the  pelvis  in  the  transverse 
diameter,  and  tl^e  head  have  a  tendency  to  rotate  back  when  relieved 
of  the  enforced  partial  rotation  on  the  shoulders,  it  may  be  impossible 
to  prevent  the  occiput  from  reaching  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum. 

As  a  result  of  these  studies,  and  from  the  fact  that  rotation  occurs 
spontaneously  forward  in  such  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  and  from 
the  fact  that  even  when  it  does  occur  posteriorly  yet  it  is  possible,  in 
a  large  proportion  of  cases,  to  deliver  with  safety  to  mother  and 
child,  and  from  the  weight  of  authority  that  teaches  that  though  slow 
in  evolution,  yet  nature  can  accomplish  the  rotation,  and  from  ray 
own  experience  in  the  conduct  of  such  labors,  I  am  unwilling  to 
accept  the  teaching  of  those  who  advise  early  interference  by  opera- 
tions which  are  not  themselves  free  from  danger  to  both  mother  and 
child.  The  difficulty  of  passing  the  hand  into  the  vagina,  already 
overcrowded  with  the  foatal  head,  and  the  possibility  of  damage  from 
such  an  overstretching,  is  as  great  and  greater  than  from  the  diameter 
that  would  have  to  pass  should  the  occiput  rotate  backward,  and  to 
attempt  such  a  manipulation  before  nature  has  proven  her  inability, 
or  before  the  head  has  reached  the  floor  of  the  perinseum,  is  unjustifi- 
able, since  nature  fails  so  seldom  if  left  alone.  The  difficulty  of  pro- 
ducing a  rotation  of  the  body  of  the  child  with  the  head  is  also  very 
great,  and  if  #ne  was  to  follow  the  direction  of  Dr.  Price  in  the 
article  already  quoted,  not  only  would  it  be  necessary  to  pass  the  hand 
that  much  further  through  the  pelvis,  and  so  compress  the  parts  that 
much  more,  but  also  if  the  shoulders  should  be  rotated  completely, 
just  as  his  rule  seems  to  teach,  such  extreme  rotation  would  be  accom- 
plished of  the  body  as  would  kill  the  child.  The  full  understand- 
ing that  flexion  is  the  necessary  thing  to  produce,  makes  it  seem 
much  more  advisable  to  practice  the  pressing  upwards  of  the  fore- 
head, as  taught  by  Parvin  and  other-a,  rather  than  to  submit  the  woman 
to  the  risk  of  passing  the  hand  into  the  vagina  or  the  uterus. 

I  have  seen  a  large  number  of  these  cases,  both  in  my  own  prac- 
tice and  that  of  others,  and  my  practice  has  been  to  advise  patience, 
as  suggested  by  Playfair,  until  patience  has  ceased  to  be  a  virtue, 
when  I  have  pressed  upon  the  forehead  during  a  pain,  and  I  have 
seen  rotation  accomplished  frequently.  In  cases  of  failure  by  this 
method,  I  think  the  forceps  are  indicated  if  used  as  advocated  by  the 
late  Dr.  Wilson.  He  used  to  teach,  and,  as  I  believe,  most  correctly, 
that  the  forceps  must  be  applied  in  this  {K)sition — not  to  the  sides  of 
the  pelvis  but  obliquely,  and  that  if  traction  be  made  properly  and 
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during  a  pain,  taking  care  not  to  hold  the  forceps  too  tight,  that  the 
occiput  would  be  brought  down  and  rotation  anteriorly  take  place. 

I  have^  in  several  cases,  accomplished  this  delivery  lately  by  means 
of  Simpson's  axis  traction-forceps,  which  enables  the  o])erator  to  pull 
down  the  occiput  with  less  risk  to  the  perinssum  than  in  other  kinds 
of  forceps,  where  the  handles  have  to  be  pushed  so  far  back  against 
it.  From  my  studies  and  from  my  experience,  I  most  emphatically 
urge  against  a  too  hasty  determination  to  do  anything  beyond  the 
attempts  to  aid  nature  to  procure  flexion.  If  the  forceps  are  applied 
too  early,  and  especially  if  they  are  applied  to  the  sides  of  the  pelvis, 
the  occiput  will,  of  necessity,  rotate  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum  ; 
and  even  though  they  be  applied  in  the  oblique  diameter,  unless  trac- 
tion be  made  in  such  a  direction  as  to  bring  down  the  occiput,  and 
only  during  a  pain,  or  if  pains  be  absent,  intermittently,  allowing  a 
period  of  rest,  then  will  the  occiput,  of  necessity,  rotate  backwards. 
I  am  in  the  habit  of  individualizing  my  cases  in  this  way.  If  ray 
patient  is  a  primipara,  or  even  though  a  multipara, If  she  have  a  firm 
and  resisting  perinseum  and  soft  parts,  I  leave  the  case  to  nature 
longer,  remembering  Dubois's  experiment ;  and  it  has  been  a  sur- 
prise to  me  in  many  cases  how  suddenly  the  long-looked- for  rotation 
has  occurred,  and  how  speedily  labor  has  ended  in  cases  where  no 
advance  had  been  made  for  a  long  time,  and  without  any  harm  having 
resulted  from  the  waiting.  But  if  I  am  attending  a  woman  who  has 
had  frequent  labors  in  rapid  succession,  and  especialty  if  there  is 
an  old  laceration  of  the  perinseum,  I  know  that  nature  is  wanting  in 
some  of  her  most  necessary  aids ;  and  so,  in  such  a  ^case,  I  do  not 
wait  so  long,  but  operate  by  the  methods  already  indicated.  In  any 
case  where  pains  cease  or  grow  weak,  the  indication  is  to  apply  the 
forceps  in  the  manner  already  indicated. 

If  rotation  occurs  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  I  think  it  is  an 
indication  to  aid  nature  immediately  with  the  forceps,  since,  from  the 
doubling  up  of  the  child,  the  jamming  of  the  shoulders  into  the 
pelvis,  and  the  consequent  partial  emptying  of  the  uterus  with  its 
resulting  loss  of  expulsive  power,  nature  is  working  at  a  disadvan- 
tage and  cannot  effect  delivery  unaided  as  easily,  as  safely,  nor  as 
quickly.  The  greatest  care  of  the  perinseum  must  l)e  exercised  in 
such  cases,  and  the  forceps  should  be  removed  as  soon  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  manipulate  the  occiput  backwards  over  it. 

I  have  been  called  to  deliver  a  number  of  cases  where  the  occiput 
was  in  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and  have  had  such  a  small  propor- 
tion of  lacerated  perinei,  and  have  not  lost  a  single  child  that  was 
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alive  when  I  put  on  the  forceps,  that  I  feel,  like  Barnes,  as  though  I 
could  not  countenance  any  operations  of  doubtful  risk  to  the  woman, 
since  the  child  can  be  delivered  with  comparative  ease. 

I  have,  however,  attributed  such  good  results  to  the  early  use  of 
the  forceps,  and  can  imagine  that  delay  might  result  in  such  a  crowd- 
ing of  the  pelvis,  as  to  produce  great  difficulty  in  the  delivery,  and 
even  need  a  craniotomy  to  effect  it.  In  any  case  where  I  am  satisfied 
of  the  death  of  the  foetus,  I  think  it  good  practice  to  perforate  the 
head  and  thereby  reduce  the  diameters  before  delivering,  and  thus 
avoid  subjecting  the  mother's  soft  parts  to  unnecessary  risk  of  injury. 


BLEPHARITIS  MARGINALIS-CASES  CORED  BY  THE  USE  OF  GLASSES. 

BT  W.  P.  FOWLER,  M.D.,  ROCHESTEE,  N.  Y. 
(Read  beJbre  the  New  York  Skate  HomcBopathlc  Medical  Society.) 

Inflammation  of  the  edges  of  the  eyelids  is  a  condition  fre- 
quently met  with,  and  in  many  instances  is  dependent  upon  either 
scrofula  or  syphilis.  Sometimes  it  makes  its  appearance  after  an 
attack  of  measles  or  scarlet  fever,  these  diseases  seeming  to  develop 
the  latent  scrofula  in  the  system.  A  conjunctivitis  or  keratitis,  ac- 
companied by  acrid  lachrymation,  may  give  rise  to  it,  as  may  also 
stricture  of  the  nasal  duct,  living  in  a  smoky,  dusty  atmosphere, 
uncleanly  habits  of  life,  and  over-use  of  the  eyes  in  a  dim  light. 
There  are  many  other  causes,  which  I  will  not  occupy  your  time  by 
naming,  but  shall  call  especial  atteution  to  blepharitis  dependent  upon 
errors  in  the  refradion  of  the  eye. 

Occasionally  we  meet  with  one  of  this  class  of  cases.  The  cause 
of  the  trouble  being  frequently  overlooked  the  treatment  employed 
is  of  no  permanent  beneBt,  and  the  patient  goes  on  for  years,  perhaps 
for  life,  uncured.  I  herewith  report  a  few  of  these  cases  that  have 
come  under  my  care : 

Case  I. — Mr.  H.  K.,  set.  28  years,  a  strong,  healthy  man,  first 
seen  June  10,  1886.  Since  early  childhood  he  had  been  affected 
with  redness  and  inflammation  of  the  edges  of  the  eyelids.  Any 
prolonged  use  of  the  eyes  for  reading  or  writing  would  aggravate 
the  symptoms.  He  had  much  pain  in  the  temples  and  forehead. 
Some  able  prescribers  in  the  homoeopathic  school  had  treated  him, 
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but  with  no  permanent  benefit.  Examinatiou  revealed  myopic  astig- 
matism. Cylindrical  lenses — .75  D.,  axis  180°,  were  prescribed, 
and  worn  constantly.  No  other  treatment  was  given,  and  in  four 
weeks  the  blepharitis,  as  well  as  the  headache,  was  completely  cured. 
More  than  three  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  glasses  were  first 
worn,  and  there  has  been  no  return  of  the  difficulty. 

This  case  illustrates  the  uncertainty  of  prescribing  for  diseases  of 
the  eye  without  making  a  thorough  examination  and  diagnosis.  The 
physicians  who  had  treated  this  patient  failed  to  discover  the  cause 
of  the  inflamed  condition  of  the  eyelids,  and  hence  no  lasting  benefit 
was  given,  although  remedies  were  carefully  selected.  It  was  a  case 
of  ''  homoeopathy  misapplied."  No  blame  attaches  to  the  great  law 
of  cure  in  such  instances.  The  trouble  depends  upon  eye-strain  re- 
sulting from  a  faulty  shape  of  the  eyeball,  and  the  only  way  in 
which  relief  can  be  obtained  is  by  the  use  of  lenses  that  so  change 
the  direction  of  rays  of  light  as  they  enter  the  eye,  that  they  are 
brought  to  a  focus  upon  the  retina.  With  these  glasses  the  eyes  are 
at  rest,  and  the  trouble  ceases. 

Case  II. — Mr.  J.  S.,  ast.  40  years,  consulted  me  September  12, 
1887.  He  had  been  troubled  with  inflammation  of  the  eyelids  for 
fifteen  years.  He  complained  of  a  feeling  of  dryness  and  heat  in  . 
the  eyes  and  eyelids.  At  times  the  lids  were  tender  to  touch. 
The  lashes  were  few  in  number  and  of  feeble  growth,  the  border  of 
the  lids  red  and  thickened,  and  the  ocular  conjunctiva  hyperssmic. 
The  patient  was  unable  to  read  for  any  length  of  time  without  expe- 
riencing a  sense  of  fatigue  in  the  eyes,  with  blurring  of  the  letters. 
On  testing  the  eyes,  hy|)eropic  astigmatism  was  discovered.  Glasses 
to  correct  this  error  were  prescribed — right  eye,  +  1  D.  c,  axis  160° ; 
left  eye,  +  1  C  c.,  axis  30°.  In  two  months  the  blepharitis  had 
disappeared,  together  with  all  sensation  of  fatigue,  blurring,  etc. 
The  cure  was  permanent. 

Case  III. — Mary  S.,  ssL  32  years,  came  to  me  January  7, 1888, 
complaining  of  severe  headaches,  pain  in  the  eyes,  and  feeling  of  irri- 
tation in  the  lids.  The  trouble  had  lasted  for  three  years.  Being  a 
dressmaker,  she  used  her  eyes  a  large  part  of  the  time  in  sewing, 
bat  for  the  past  six  months  had  suffered  so  much  that  she  feared  she 
would  be  obliged  to  give  up  her  business.  Aside  from  the  eye  and 
head  trouble  she  was  well.  Her  eyelids  along  the  border  were  quite 
red,  and  the  lashes  of  stunted  growth.  Fine  bran-like  scales  were 
quite  abundant.  There  was  compound  hyperopic  astigmatism.  Pre- 
scribed +  1.25  D.  s.  3  -h  .50  D.  cyl.,  axis  90"^,  both  eyes.  Under 
the  use  of  these  lenses  a  complete  cure,  not  only  of  the  inflammation 
of  the  lids,  but  of  the  headache  as  well,  was  accomplished  in  a  few 
weeks. 
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I  might  report  a  number  of  other  cases  that  have  been  cured  hj 
•the  use  of  glasses,  but  will  not  occupy  more  time  by  so  doing,  as 
there  is  much  sameness  in  the  symptoms,  and  it  would  in  the  main 
be  a  mere  repetition. 

In  all  cases  where  a  complete  cure  has  been  effected  by  correcting 
errors  in  the  refraction  of  the  eye,  the  difficulty  has  been  of  a  mild 
type — simple  congestion  and  inflammation  of  the  lid  margins,  with 
thickening  and  more  or  less  exfoliation  of  scales  of  epidermis.  Where 
the  trouble  assumes  the  form  of  a  pustular  eczema,  with  nicersttion, 
formation  of  crusts,  etc.,  strict  cleanliness,  local  treatment,  and  con- 
stitutional remedies  are  demanded.  It  is  always  advisable,  though, 
to  determine  the  refraction  when  chronic  blepharitis  is  present,  for  in 
obstinate  cases  the  use  of  glasses  will  often  assist  in  the  cure. 


A  SUGGESTION  IN  THE  PRACTICE  OF  ORIFICIAL  SURGERY  FROM 
AN  ANATOMICAL  STANDPOINT. 

BT  E.   H.  PRATT,   A.IL,   M.D.,  LL.D.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

Hilton  says,  in  his  work  upon  Rest  and  Pain,  that  where  a  nerve 
supplies  a  joint  surface,  a  branch  of  the  same  nerve  supplies  the 
muscles  that  move  the  joint,  and  still  another  branch  of  the  same 
nerve  supplies  the  integuments  which  cover  both  the  muscles  and 
the  joint.  As  a  result  of  this  nervous  connection  the  various  parts 
are  in  close  sympathy,  so  that  in  inflammation  of  a  joint  there  is  a 
spas:uodic  action  of  the  muscles  al>out  it,  and  a  hypersesthesia  of  the 
skin.  If  the  joint  trouble  has  been  able  to  telegraph  its  distresses 
through  nervous  connection  to  the  muscles  and  the  skin,  the  lines  of 
communication  along  the  same  channel  must  also  be  open  for  any 
messages  they  might  have  to  transmit  in  the  opposite  direction.  In 
other  language,  soothing  applications  made  to  the  hyperaesthetic  sur- 
face, theoretically,  should  exercise  a  relaxing  effect  upon  the  con- 
tracted muscles,  and  a  soothing  effect  upon  the  inflamed  joint.  This 
48  true  practically  as  well  as  theoretically.  Nothing  is  more  grateful 
•or  more  efficacious  in  the  various  forms  of  arthritis  than  fomen- 
itations  and  the  application  of  soothing  remedies  to  the  surface  of  the 
skin. 

The  same  principle  of  nerve  distribution  applies  also  to  the  sym- 
jpathetic  system  of  nerves.     When  nature  connects  a  varying  number 
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of  her  organs  into  an  apparatus  for  the  performance  of  any  of  the 
purposes  of  life,  she  does  it,  not  by  a  single  nerve,  but  by  a  pencil  of 
nerves.  Take,  for  instance,  the  female  sexual  apparatus :  the  ovaries, 
the  Fallopian  tubes,  the  endometrium,  the  cervix,  the  vagina,  the 
vulva,  the  urethra  and  the  cHtoris^-each  has  its  individual  ner- 
vous supply  of  sympathetic  Blaments,  and  yet  they  all  come  from  a 
common  source  which  enables  them  to  work  in  harmony.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  arrangement,  an  irritation  which  involves  the  ter- 
minal fibres  of  any  one  of  these  filaments  can  induce  irritability  in 
any  part  supplied  by  any  other  of  the  filaments.  I  mean  to  say  that 
an  irritable  clitoris  can  produce  too  frequent  micturition;  can  induce 
irritability  of  the  hymen  ;  can  cause  vaginal  leucorrhcea;  can  set  up 
and  perpetuate  a  cervical  or  uterine  stenosis  or  catarrh  ;  can  start  a 
salpingitis  or  an  ovaritis.  I  mean  an  urethral  caruncle  or  any  other 
form  of  urethral  irritability  can  induce  any  one  or  all  of  the  same 
list  of  troubles.  I  mean  that  an  irritable  hymen,  or  an  irritable 
vagina,  can  do  the  same ;  that  cervical  or  uterine  stenosis,  or  cervical 
or  corporeal  endometritis;  that  salpingitis  or  ovaritis  may  be  the 
starting-point  of  identically  the  same  symptoms. 

One  must  never  overlook,  however,  this  fundamental  principle  of 
orificial  philosophy :  that  irritation  of  an  organ  starts  at  its  mouth, 
and  that  the  mouths  of  these  various  organs  are  the  points  to  be 
attacked  in  placing  them  in  proper  condition.  The  mouth  of  the 
clitoris,  figuratively  speaking,  is  its  hood;  of  the  urethra,  is  its 
meatus ;  of  the  cervix,  is  the  external  os ;  of  the  uterus  proper,  is 
the  internal  os ;  of  the  ovaries  and  the  Fallopian  tubes,  the  uterine 
orifices  of  the  Fallopian  tubes. 

In  applying  the  orificial  philosophy  to  the  treatment  of  chronic 
diseases,  it  is.  proper,  at  the  firstsitting,  to  do  very  thorough,  all-round 
work  ;  that  is,  to  remove  all  forms  of  irritation  found  at  the  lower 
openings  of  the  body.  In  the  female,  the  uterus  should  be  first 
thoroughly  dilated  and  carefully  swabljed  out,  especially  at  its  cornua, 
which  give  origin  to  the  Fallopian  tubes.  In  the  cervical  region,  if 
the  removal  of  a  cicatrix,  or  the  evacuation  of  cysts,  or  removal  of 
polypi  is  needed,  this  should  now  be  done.  The  vagina  should  next 
receive  attention.  If  it  is  unduly  contracted  in  any  of  its  extent,  as 
is  very  frequently  the  case  in  single  women,  especially  those  who  are 
advanced  in  life,  it  should  be  thoroughly  dilated,  and  any  rough 
places  upon  its  surface  nicely  smoothed  with  tenaculum  and  scissors, 
or  with  a  uterine  curette.  Then  the  vulva  should  be  carefully  ex- 
amined, and  if  the  liymen  or  any  part  of  it  is  found  congested,  or  a 
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souroe  of  irritation,  it  should  be  carefullj  removed.  The  orifice  of 
the  urethra  should  be  well  searched  for  caruncles;  ragged  shreds  of 
mucous  membrane,  which  sometimes  adorn  its  margin,  should  be 
smoothed  awaj,  and  its  orifice  dilated  to  the  calibre  of  the  urethra, 
and  the  clitoris  should  be  freed  from  any  attachment  of  its  hood.  If 
the  patient  be  a  male,  the  foreskin  should  be  removed  if  too  long ; 
should  be  well  slit,  and  a  V*shaped  piece  removed  from  its  upper 
parts  if  too  tight ;  the  frsenum  should  be  severed  if  at  all  shortened  ; 
the  meatus  should  be  enlarged  until  no  constriction  is  felt  at  this 
point  upon  the  introduction  of  the  largest-sized  sounds ;  and  the 
urethra  should  be  dilated  to  its  calibre.  Last  of  all,  regardless  of 
sex,  the  last  inch  of  the  rectum  should  be  properly  smoothed  and 
thoroughly  dilated. 

The  suggestion  which  comes  from  an  anatomical  consideration  of 
the  nervous  distribution  to  these  parts  is  valuable  mainly  in  the 
after-treatment  Before  placing  the  patients  in  bed,  afler  performing 
the  first  operation  upon  them  as  indicated  above,  I  find  it  a  good  plan 
to  douche  the  pudenda  and  anus  for  about  five  or  ten  minutes.  The 
soothing  influence  of  warm  moisture  is,  by  means  of  the  nervous  con- 
nections of  the  parts  above  referred  to,  conveyed  to  the  deeper  parts 
which  have  been  attacked,  and  measurably  lessens  the  amount  of 
temporary  soreness  and  distress  which  is  liable  to  be  occasioned  by 
the  work. 

If  without  an  anaesthetic  the  passage  of  a  sound  into  the  urethra 
of  either  sex,  or  into  the  uterus,  is  the  occasion  of  considerable  dis- 
comfort, almost  immediate  relief  can  be  secured  in  this  same  manner. 
I  remember  recently  inserting  my  finger  into  a  rectum,  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  the  dimensions  of  an  irritable  prostate  gland.  Although 
performing  the  act  as  carefully  as  possible,  the  mere  touch  of  the 
finger  upon  the  gland  induced  such  extreme  pain  in  the  urethra  and 
end  of  the  penis,  that  the  man  groaned  with  agony  and  was  com- 
pelled to  pace  the  room  in  his  distress.  He  had  warned  me  that 
this  would  be  the  case, and  so  I  was  unusually  careful.  Recalling  at 
once  the  suggestion  of  Hilton  as  to  nerve  distribution,  I  decided  to 
apply  the  principle  in  this  case  as  a  fair  test.  Asking  the  gentle- 
man to  remain  standing  for  a  moment,  with  his  penis  held  over  a 
bowl,  I  douched  the  glans  with  tepid  water.  To  my  extreme  grati- 
fication, realizing  at  once  how  valuable  the  suggestion  was,  if  carried 
to  its  possibilities  in  other  varieties  of  troubles,  as  well  as  in  this,  I 
was  thrilled  with  delight  to  find  that  the  man  was  entirely  freed 
from  his  extreme  suffering  in  less  than  thirty  seconds.     It  is  now  my 
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invariable  cuRtom,  after  passing  a  sound  through  the  male  urethra, 
to  hold  the  penis  in  warm  water  for  two  or  three  minutes  immedi- 
atelj  thereafter.  I  believe  that  this  simple  measure  has  largely 
diminished  the  amount  of  suffering  which  sometimes  unavoidably 
follows  the  application  of  the  present  orificial  methods,  and  deserves 
the  careful  consideration  of  those  practicing  orificial  surgery.  If 
warm  applications  to  the  point  of  the  penis  can  relieve  irritation  and 
congestion  of  the  prostate  gland,  soothing  applications  to  the  clitoris 
and  the  rest  of  the  pudenda,  and  better  still,  a  stream  of  warm  water 
directed  through  a  speculum  against  the  end  of  the  cervix  ought  to 
exercise  a  like  beneficial  action  upon  irritations,  congestions,  inflam- 
mations of  the  endometrium,  Fallopian  tubes,  and  ovaries. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  the  application  of  this  principle  still  a 
little  farthelr,  and  ask  the  obstetricians  to  try,  if  other  measures  fail, 
to  see  if  they  cannot  relieve  the  rigidity  of  the  internal  os  which  so 
commonly  obstructs  the  first  stage  of  labor,  by  the  application  of 
fomentations  of  plain  hot  water  to  the  breasts  and  vulva.  I  know 
that  very  bad  cases  of  cracked  nipples  can  be  cured  in  an  incredibly 
short  space  of  time  by  a  single  intra-uterine  douche.  I  believe  that 
breast  troubles,  such  as  cancer,  caking  of  the  breasts,  mastitis,  etc., 
except  when  resulting  from  direct  injury,  are  simply  metastatic  forms 
of  uterine  disorders.  As  my  entire  professional  work  is  confined  to 
the  chronically  sick,  I  have  no  obstetrical  practice  in  which  to  test 
the  value  of  the  suggestion ;  but  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  based 
is  so  generally  true  and  reliable  in  other  conditions,  that  I  feel 
justified  in  prophesying  that  it  will  be  applicable  here.  If  thorough 
relaxation  of  the  uterine  fibres  of  the  internal  os  can  be  secured  and 
maintained,  it  will  lessen  materially  the  percentage  of  lacerations  of 
the  cervix,  and  will  thus  be  the  means  of  dispensing  with  the  repair 
of  such  cases. 


THE  APPLICATION  AND  CARE  OF  PESSARIES. 

BY  B.  F.  BETTS,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
(Read  before  the  HoxncBopattiic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.) 

It  will  be  admitted  by  all  who  have  used  vaginal  pessaries  exten- 
sively in  the  treatment  of  uterine  displacements,  that  in  order  to  get 
good  results,  much  more  skill  is  required  in  their  application  and 
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subsequent  care,  than  would  be  deemed  requisite  from  a  perusal  of 
standard  works  on  gynaecology.  With  but  a  limited  experience,  the 
physician  is  soon  convinced,  1st,  that  there  are  numerous  pathological 
conditions  affecting  the  pelvic  organs  which  preclude  the  employment 
of  this  form  of  treatment;  and  that,  2d,  there  are  other  conditions  of 
disease  which  require  to  be  cured  before  pessaries  can  be  applied  to 
advantage. 

Of  the  former  class,  we  have  malignant  and  non-malignant 
growths.  Of  the  latter  are  all  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  vaginal, 
cervical,  uterine  or  para-uterine  tissues.  The  effect  of  injuries  to  the 
parturient  passage  must  receive  careful  attention.  Curreting  has 
often  to  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  diminish  the  tendency  to  metro- 
staxis and  profuse  leucorrhcea.  Incising  a  V-^haped  piece  from 
the  cervix,  or  partial  amputation,  may  be  necessary  to  diminish  the 
size  of  the  organ,  whilst  the  surgical  repair  of  a  laceration  may  be 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  same  results  in  other  cases.  Some  dis- 
eases of  the  uterine  appendages  prevent  us  from  obtaining  benefits 
from  a  pessary  which  might  otherwise  be  expected. 

In  many  instances,  physicians  become  discouraged  from  experience 
with  pessaries,  and  discard  them  entirely;  but  success  will  crown  the 
efforts  of  thase  who  bear  in  mind  the  fact,  that  the  nearer  the  pelvic 
structures  can  be  brought  to  the  standard  of  health  before  a  pessary 
is  introduced,  the  more  satisfactory  will  be  its  employment  in  every 
instance.  The  question  first  to  claim  attention  is  not  what  pessary 
to  employ,  but  the  more  important  question :  "  Have  we  a  case  suit- 
able for  a  pessary  ?  " 

Whilst  thus  emphasizing  the  importance  of  preliminary  treatment 
before  the  introduction  of  a  permanent  support  to  the  uterus,  I  wish 
at  this  time  to  allude  more  particularly  to  the  application  and  sub- 
sequent care  of  the  instrument. 

An  ordinary  vaginal  pessary  may  be  conveniently  divided  into  an 
anterior  and  posterior  portion ;  the  middle  curve  of  the  instrument 
separates  these  two  parts  from  each  other.  Taken  together,  they, 
of  course,  constitute  the  length  of  the  pessary.  This  has  to  conform 
to  the  length  of  the  vagina  as  measured  by  placing  the  patient  in 
Sims's  position,  after  the  uterus  has  been  replaced,  and  marking  upon 
the  examining  finger,  or  a  staff  whose  end  is  guarded  by  a  small  wad 
of  cotton,  the  distance  from  the  point  of  contact  of  the  cotton  wad 
placed  back  of  the  cervix  in  the  posterior  vaginal  fornix,  to  the  de- 
pression on  the  anterior  wall  of  the  vagina  back  of  the  symphysis 
pubis. 
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We  next  take  the  measurements  of  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina 
into  which  we  desire  to  fit  the  posterior  pan  of  the  pessary.  With 
the  finger  we  must  judge  of  the  width  and  height  of  this  portion, 
and  in  the  same  way  measure  the  outer  or  anterior  half  of  the  vagina 
from  the  point  where  the  lowest  part  of  the  pessary  will  rest  upon 
the  pelvic  floor,  to  the  depression  on  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  back 
of  the  symphysis.  We  have  now  to  consider  the  fact  that  the  pes- 
sary can  exert  an  influence  upon  the  pasition  of  the  fundus  in  two 
ways.  If  the  axis  of  the  uterus  is  not  bent  by  a  flexion  of  the  body, 
it  may  be  retained  in  position  by  exerting  an  influence  upon  the 
vaginal  walls  at  their  point  of  attachment  with  the  cervical  portion. 
When  the  anterior  wall  is  drawn  tight  by  the  instrument  in  front, 
and  the  posterior  wall  stretched  in  the  same  way,  this  portion  of 
the  uterus  is  tethered  to  firm  supports  anteriorly  and  posteriorly. 
Another  influence  can  be  exerted  by  the  pessary  coming  in  direct 
contact  with  the  fundus  in  case  of  flexion,  by  narrowing  the  posterior 
part  of  the  instrument  in  order  that  it  may  reach  to  a  higher  point  in 
the  pelvis.  It  is  upon  this  principle  that  Thomas's  retroflexion 
pessary  has  been  constructed.  For  retroversion  and  prolapsus,  when 
the  vaginal  outlet  is  in  its  normal  condition,  and  the  lumen  of  the 
vagina  diminishes  in  diameter  from  the  cervical  portion  to  the  vulva. 
Smith's  modification  of  the  old  Hodge  pessary  is  the  best  form  to 
use;  but  there  are  cases  in  which,  from  injuries  sustained  at  parturi- 
tion, the  vaginal  outlet  is  too  large  to  retain  such  an  instrument. 
W^e  can  then  employ  a  pessary  with  the  outer  portion  quite  angular 
and  wide,  so  that  the  point  of  the  lateral  bars  will  rest  upon  the  pos- 
terior aspect  of  the  rami  of  tlie  pubes.  In  some  cases,  a  high  and 
narrow  posterior  bar  will  keep  a  pessary  from  slipping  out  of  the 
vagina  by  direct  engagement  against  the  posterior  part  of  the 
fundus. 

When  a  pessary  rotates,  after  having  been  worn  a  few  days,  it  is 
because  the  size  selected  was  too  small.  In  some  cases,  especially  in 
the  unmarried,  the  vulvar  outlet  will  not  permit  of  the  introduction 
of  a  pessary  large  enough  to  be  retained  in  its  proper  position.  It 
is  then  necessary  to  have  the  patient  anaesthetized,  and  to  stretch  the 
vulva  and  perinseum  in  order  to  permit  of  the  passage  of  the  proper 
instrument* 

W^hilst  cases  of  forward  displacement  are  not  accompanied  by  for- 
midable pelvic  distress,  they  are  often  the  cause  of  considerable  ner- 
vous disturbance  and  vesical  irritation  ;  yet  many  eminent  gynaecolo- 
gists pay  but  little  attention  to  these  displacements.     When  it  is 
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necessary  to  rectify  the  malposition,  an  operation  under  anaesthesia 
may  have  to  be  resorted  to.  Especially  is  this  the  case  when  we  have 
to  treat  a  uterus  that  has  been  anteflexed  for  a  long  time^  so  that  the 
cervical  portion  has  been  imperfectly  nourished,  and  atrophy  with 
contraction  have  resulted.  The  operation  consists  in  the  separa- 
tion of  the  walls  of  the  cervical  canal  by  means  of  a  powerful  cer- 
vical dilator.  In  other  cases  it  is  only  necessary  to  straighten  the 
organ  two  or  three  times  during  the  inter-menstrual  period,  and 
have  the  patient  wear  a  properly-shaped  anteversion  pessary  in  the 
interim. 

In  cases  of  acquired  anteflexion  the  latter  treatment  will  often 
prove  efficient.  For  the  congenital  fc>rm,  the  former  method,  by  di- 
vulsion  of  the  cervix,  will  be  required.  When  it  is  necessary  to  effect 
replacement  by  merely  straightening  the  fundus  upon  the  cervix 
before  adjusting  the  pessary,  Molesworth's  adjuster  will  serve  a  very 
good  purpose.  The  fundus  should  be  thrown  back  and  retained  in 
this  position  by  the  instrument  for  a  few  minutes,  until  the  circula- 
tion of  blood  is  re-established  in  the  constricted  cervical  portion. 
But  I  am  satisfied  that  the  benefits  derived  from  this  replacement 
are  not  confined  to  the  improvement  in  the  nutrition  of  the  cervical 
portion  alone,  but  arise  also  from  a  free  escape  of  secretions,  which 
is  permitted  by  the  straightening  of  the  canal  of  the  uterus,  so  that 
the  cavity  becomes  more  nearly  aseptic,  and' as  a  result,  the  uterine 
mucous  membrane  becomes  more  healthy,  so  that  catarrhal  conges- 
tion and  increased  uterine  weight,  as  factors  of  disease,  are  elimi- 
nated. The  above  remarks  apply  as  well  to  the  treatment  of  retro- 
flexion as  to  anteflexion. 

After  the  introduction  of  a  pessary,  an  examination  should  be 
made  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  week,  or,  if  there  has  been  con- 
siderable tenderness,  or  there  is  any  doubt  about  the  perfect  replace- 
ment of  the  organ,  it  should  be  made  sooner.  No  woman  should 
pass  from  the  care  of  her  physician  without  having  been  informed  of 
the  presence  of  the  instrument,  nor  without  having  been  instructed 
how  to  remove  it.  Vaginal  douches  should  be  frequently  adminis- 
tered during  the  continuous  use  of  pessaries.  After  the  replacement 
of  the  uterus  and  the  adjustment  of  a  pessary,  a  woman  should  he  as 
careful  as  she  would  be  after  the  reduction  of  a  luxation  and  the 
adjustment  of  a  splint,  until  she  ascertains  that  she  is  suffering  no 
inconvenience  from  the  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  vagina.  Under 
such  conditions  it  may  be  worn  through  the  first  menstrual  period, 
after  which  it  had  best  be  removed  and  an  opportunity  afforded  for 
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the  parts  to  sustain  the  uterus  in  its  new  but  normal  position  unaided  ; 
or  the  application  of  the  pessary  may  be  supplemented  by  pledgets 
of  cotton  introduced  into  the  vagina,  ta  be  removed  at  the  expiration 
of  forty-eight  hours.  In  this  way  it  is  best  to  test  the  retaining  power 
of  the  uterine  supports  until  we  are  sure  either  of  their  eflBciency  or 
inefficiency. 

Pessaries  should  not  be  worn  continuously,  nor  can  they  be  dis- 
pensed with  abruptly. 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  their  use  during  the  early  months 
of  pregnancy  are  even  more  important  than  at  other  times.  For  by 
their  aid  we  are  enabled  to  remove  much  of  the  discomfort  experi- 
enced from  gastric  and  other  disturbances  arising  from  uterine  dis- 
placement. The  same  rules  should  govern  us  in  their  application 
and  subsequent  care  as  apply  to  their  use  in  other  cases.  After  par- 
turition, when  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  return  of  former  uterine 
deviations  which  existed  pi*evious  to  impregnation,  they  are  contra- 
indicated  until  uterine  involution  is  effected  and  the  lochial  dis- 
charge has  ceased.  Until  then  we  are  obliged  to  restrict  our  me- 
chanical treatment  to  manual  replacement  alone.  But  the  oppor- 
tunity to  cure  the  case  should  be  made  available.  When  pessaries 
can  be  worn,  the  results  obtained  after  parturition  are  even  more 
favorable  than  at  any  other  time,  for  this  is  the  best  opportunity  to 
cure  raj  ny  forms  of  uterine  disease. 


SYMPTOMS  SUGGESTING  NUX  VOMICA. 

BY  JOS.   C.   GUERNSEY,  M.D.,   PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
(Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  PezmsylTanla.) 

Alas,  jwor  Nux  1  what  a  much  abused,  overworked,  yet  withal 
frequently  neglected  remedy  thou  art!  How  rashly  and  specifi- 
cally thou  art  administered  to  the  patient  complaining  of  constipa- 
tion ;  to  the  sufferer  from  sick  stomach  ;  to  the  man  who  is  experi- 
encing the  bad  effects  of  a  carouse  ;  to  the  woman  who  is  so  dizzy ; 
to  the  child  with  foul  breath  and  coated  tongue.  Nux  vomica  is  a 
polychrest  having  an  uncommonly  wide  range  of  action  and  yet  it 
is  too  often  narrowed  down  by  us  to  a  very  limited  and  empirical 
line  of  duty.     It  is  most  frequently  thought  of  for  the  above  set  of 
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Bjmptoms,  hastily  prescribed,  and  then  the  good  doctor  settles  him- 
self down  with  the  happy  consciousness  of  duty  done,  and  thinks : 
"  I  wish  every  remedy  was  as  easily  found." 

What  a  mistake!  Constipation  is  not  easy  to  prescribe  for, neither 
is  nausea,  neither  are  the  ill-effects  of  a  debauch  readily  removed. 

It  is  my  desire  to  call  attention  to  something  of  the  curative 
range  of  nux  vomica,  hoping  that  it  may  induce  us  to  be  more  care- 
ful and  more  painstaking  in  our  selection  or  rejection  of  the  drug. 
To  begin  with,  every  patient  should  be  questioned  as  to  his  ailment 
literally  from  head  to  foot,  and  from  the  inside  to  the  outside. 

The  first,  Le,  the  most  valuable  and  most  reliable  indications 
suggesting  nux,  are  found  in  the  mental  condition.  Hahnemann 
taught,  and  experience  proves,  that  the  mental  symptoms  lead  the 
way  in  deciding  upon  a  remedy.  The  mental  state  we  find  to  be 
morose  and  sullen,  with  the  desire  to  lie  down  and  keep  still ;  no 
wish  to  speak  or  be  spoken  to;  if  an  answer  is  given,  it  is  rendered 
in  a  surly  manner  and  ungracious  words;  though  inclined  and  pre- 
ferring to  be  quiet  and  sullen,  yet  is  very  irritable  and  easily  aroused, 
when  a  torrent  of  scolding  abuse  pours  forth  ;  total  loss  of  energy; 
and  all  work,  even  the  lightest,  irksome  to  the  last  d^ree.  If  a 
fellow  who  has  been  on  a  " racket"  exhibits  the  above  mental  state, 
nux  is  suggested  as  a  remedy  ;  but  we  must  go  still  further  into  his 
condition  to  see  if  it  is  the  remedy.  But,  if  he  seems  very  sorry  for 
his  misdoing,  and  cries  and  laments  a  good  deal  over  it,  nux  is  not 
suggestive  to  us  in  so  marked  a  degree. 

Nux  is  often  the  first  drug  thought  of  for  constipation,  and,  in- 
deed, it  is  a  most  efiBcacious  remedy.  But  it  is  of  nearly  if  not  quite 
equal  importance  in  dysentery,  as  the  symptoms  show  stools  composed 
of  thin,  bloody  mucus;  small,  ineffectual  and  most  painful  urging 
before  stool ;  violent  tenesmus  during  stool,  etc.  Hundreds,  and  no 
doubt  thousands,  of  times  mercurius  has  been  mischievously  given 
by  the  pathologist  prescribing  for  the  name  "dysentery,"  where  the 
individualizer  correctly  prescribing  for  the  "symptoms"  has  given 
nux,  and  has  thus  wrought  "  the  perfection  of  a  cure."*  All  per- 
fect cures  are  accomplished  by  proceeding  "  upon  principles  that  are 
at  once  plain  and  intelligible,"  to  wit :  prescribing  not  for  the  name 

*  The  perfection  of  a  care  coDsisto  in  restoring  health  in  a  prompt,  mild  and 
permanent  manner ;  in  removing  and  annihilating  disease  by  the  shortest,  safest 
and  most  certain  means,  apon  principles  that  are  at  once  plain  and  intelligible. — 
Hahn.  Organon,  J  2. 
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of  a  disease,  but  for  its  symptoms,  always  paying  full  regard  to  the 
proper  dietetics  and  hygienes. 

Nor  must  we  forget  nux  in  diarrhoea.  In  that  indispensable 
monograph,  "Bell  on  Diarrhoea"  we  read,  " Nux  must  not  be  over- 
looked in  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea  because  more  often  used  for 
constipation."  Thin,  watery,  and  genuine  diarrhoeic  stools  are 
abundant  in  the  symptomatology  of  nux;  and  when  we  find  them 
caus^ed  by  over-eating,  or  indigestion,  with  the  concomitants  of  no 
appetite,  a  feeling  after  each  stool  as  though  more  remained  in  the 
rectum,  the  surly  mental  state,  etc.,  we  may  look  hopefully  to  nux. 

And  yet  again  we  find  our  friend  nux  indicated  in  cases  of  con- 
stipation alternating  with  diarrhoea.  A  few  other  remedies  present 
this  condition,  as  antira.  crud.,  argent,  nit.,  sulph.^  etc.,  but  none 
have  it  more  characteristically  than  nux.  Since  then  we  find  symp- 
toms suggestive  of  nux  in  the  whole  range  of  bowel  affections,  let  us 
be  careful  and  not  think  of  it  only  for  constipation,  to  the  exclusion  of 
dysentery  and  diarrhoea. 

Nausea  and  vomiting  are  suggestive  of  nux,  but  they  are  of  a 
different  kind  from  any  other  remedy,  and  must  not  be  prescribed 
for  empirically.  Ipecacuanha  presents  some  similarity  to  nux  in 
these  gastric  symptoms,  as  in  neither  drug  can  the  patient  ''get 
through  "  vomiting.  He  will  say,  "  I  get  no  relief  from  vomiting." 
There  is  difference,  however. 

Ipecac. — Nausea ;  constant  nausea^  ^nd  no  relief  from  vomiting, 
because  the ''nauseous  feeling"  or  "sick  stomach"  still  remains; 
one  may  vomit  repeatedly,  quarts  at  a  time,  but  the  desire  to  vtmiit 
remains.  Also,  under  ipecac,  there  is  with  the  nausea  much  accu- 
mulation of  saliva  in  the  mouth,  empty  gating  and  eructations. 

Nux  Vom. — Nausea,  with  constant  desire  to  vomit,  and  sensation 
as  though  relief  would  come  if  one  could  vomit;  or  a  feeling  after 
vomiting  as  though  some  unexpelled  substance  still  lodged  in  the 
stomach  or  throat. 

The  nausea  of  nux  comes  immediately  after  eating ;  this  occurs  at 
any  time  of  the  day,  though  more  frequently  in  the  morning,  as  when 
one's  breakfast  always  produces  nausea,  and  usually  vomiting,  too. 
Nausea,  with  sweat,  with  qualmishness,  or  sick  feeling  about  the 
heart  and  all  over  the  body ;  vomiting,  which  tastes  sour  and  smells 
sour;  anything  eaten  produces  nausea  and  a  desire  to  vomit;  also, 
nausea  is  so  strongly  caused  when  even  trying  to  eat  as  to  destroy  the 
power  to  eat.  Patients  say :  *'  Oh  doctor !  I  wish  I  could  eat  some- 
tiiing  without  becoming  so  deathly  sick  at  my  stomach." 

VOL.  XXV.— 3 
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Antim.  cnid.,  antim.  tart.,  arsenicum,  bryon.,  ipecac,  nux  vom., 
phos.,  pule.,  verat.,  and  a  host  of  remedies  have  symptoms  of  nausea, 
and  nausea  and  vomiting,  very  strongly  marked,  and  each  remedy 
shows  its  own  sphere  of  action  by  eminently  characteristic  symptoms 
which  differ  from  those  of  every  other  drug,  e.g.,  some  remedies  have 
nausea  up  in  the  throat,  as  cyclam.,  phos.  ac,  stannum,  etc.;  rims 
tox.  has  nausea  in  the  chest;  bryon.,  puis.,  etc.,  have  nausea  in 
the  belly.  Nux  vom.  is  merely  suggested  to  our  minds  by  the 
symptom  of  nausea,  but  we  must  not  administer  nux  until  we  have 
carefully  sifted  and  singled  it  out  as  the  aimilimum. 

A  symptom  which  may  occur  in  any  ailment,  strongly  suggestive 
of  nux,  is  heaty  with  red  face  and  aversion  to  uncovering.  Generally, 
when  any  one  is  too  warm,  he  desires  to  uncover.  Not  so  here ; 
though  hot,  the  desire  is  to  remain  covered.  It  would  be  wrong 
to  prescribe  nux  for  this  symptom  alone,  or  for  any  other  single 
symptom.  The  use  of  characteristic  or  key-note  symptoms  has  been 
much  misunderstood  and  abused.  It  was  never  intended  to  teach 
the  administration  of  a  remedy  on  account  of  the  presence  of  one  or 
two  eminently  characteristic  or  key-note  symptoms.  The  true  use 
of  key-notes,  and  a  very  great  use  it  is,  is  the  aid  they  lend  in  sim- 
plifying the  making  of  a  prescription  ;  they  quickly  suggest  to  us  a 
few  remedies  we  should  study  up,  among  which  we  shall  probably  find 
the  mnilimum. 

In  headache,  nux  is  suggested  when  the  pain  is  caused  or  aggra- 
vated by  mental  exertion  ;  frona  drinking  wine  or  coffee ;  when  ac- 
companied by  nausea  and  vomiting  from  over-feeding,  occurring 
early  in  the  morning;  congestion,  with  burning  and  great  heat  and 
redness,  and  bloated  face ;  this  condition  often  occurring  in  persons 
afflicted  with  haemorrhoids.  A  nux  headache  is  relieved  by  wrapping 
the  head  up  warmly,  remaining  in  a  warm  room  and  keeping  per- 
fectly still.  Nux  is  strongly  suggested  for  noise  in  the  ears,  as  of  a 
tingling,  hissing,  ringing,  roaring,  humming.  Also,  there  is  much 
intolerance  of,  and  aggravation  from,  any  external  noise  or  sound. 

The  employment  of  nux  is  suggested  for  patienU  who  are  com- 
pletely without  appetite  and  eat  nothing;  and  it  is  equally  suggested 
for  people  of  inordinate  appetites  who  injure  themselves  by  over- eat- 
ing. The  tongue  is  heavily  coated ;  taste  is  sour,  bitter,  putrid. 
There  is  great  hunger,  but  no  appetite ;  in  fact,  an  aversion  to  food, 
and  the  sight  or  taste  of  food  instantly  nauseates.  There  is  great 
thirst,  too,  but  water  is  repulsive. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  strongly  of  nux  in  renal  colic — pain 
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running  from  right  kidney,  extending  to  the  genitals  and  right  leg  ; 
painful  and  ineffectual  desire  to  urinate ;  urine  comes  in  drops,  with 
burning  and  tearing  pain  at  neck  of  bladder  and  in  urethra.  Doubt- 
lessy  cantbaris,  cannabis  and  other  remedies  have  been  repeatedly 
given  for  these  symptoms  when  a  little  nux  would  have  wrought 
''a  perfect  cure.''  It  is  worth  while  to  here  notice  that  Hahnemann 
claims  "  a  copious  flow  of  urine*'  and  "  discharge  of  loose  feecee"  to 
be  curative  effeds  of  nux.  (Symptom.  Cod.,  p.  388.)  Also  urine  with 
red  brick-dust  sediment. 

In  the  female  sexual  organs,  nux  should  often  be  thought  of.  It 
has  profuse  uterine  haemorrhage — metrorrhagia ;  prolapsus  and  pro- 
cidentia; menstruation  too  early;  abundant  leucorrhoea,  yellow  and 
foetid,  excoriating ;  fainting  during  labor,  after  each  pain. 

In  fact,  nux  vomica  is  such  a  far-reaching  and  comprehensive 
drug  that  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  tell  where  it  is  limited.* 

We  may  think  of  it  in  almost  every  case  we  meet,  especially  in 
those  coming  to  us  from  our  friends  the  enemy — the  old  school.  It 
is,  too,  a  most  powerfully  acting  drug,  and  does  not  need  to  be 
pushed  or  given  in  repeated  doses.  A  very  few  doses,  if  not  a  single 
dose,  will  start  its  good  work,  and  we  may  often  stand  aside  and 
watch  the  progress  to  recovery. 


SILICEA  BIOCHEMICALLY,  PHYSIOLOGICALLY  AND  CLINICALLY 
CONSIDERED. 

BY  DR.   MOSSA,   STUTTGART. 
(Translated  by  S.  Llllentha],  M.D.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.) 

[The  paper  opens  with  a  short  review  of  the  chemical  relations 
of  silicea  in  the  animal  economy,  after  which  the  author  proceeds  as 
follows :] 

Hahnemann's  provings  revealed  its  manifold  aption  on  the  skin. 
In  relation  to  the  sensibility  of  the  skin  we  read :  Great  irritability 
and  sensitiveness  of  the  skin  to  touch ;  prurigo,  especially  on  occip- 
ital part  of  the  scalp,  behind  the  alse  n&si,  in  the  eyebrows  and 

*  In  this  paper  I  have  not  even  thought  of  giving  anything  like  its  whole  cura- 
tive range  in  any  one  department  or  section.  I  have  merely  tried  to  call  to  mind 
how  often  we  could  use  it. 


36  2%€  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [January, 

whiskers,  and  on  the  back,  buttocks,  shoulders  and  lower  limbs.  The 
prover  described  the  eruption  as  creeping  over  the  whole  body ;  sore- 
ness sets  in  when  scratching  the  pcalp ;  stitches  here  and  there  in  the 
skin,  or  burning  in  back  and  legs  when  walking  in  the  fresh  air ; 
itching  papules  on  the  scalp,  forehead  and  nose,  in  the  eyebrows,  on 
the  upper  lip ;  very  painful  papules  at  the  edge  of  the  red  border  of 
the  lower  lip,  and  on  the  chin  and  neck  ;  papules  having  a  red  base 
on  the  che^t,  thighs  and  back ;  itching  miliary  eruption  on  the  calves ; 
red  spots  of  the  size  of  lentils,  with  papules  on  chest,  thighs  and 
back,  with  but  little  itching;  knobby  elevations  on  the  scalp;  itching 
nodes  on  head  and  neck ;  hard  nodes,  of  the  size  of  peas,  on  a  red 
base,  burning  itching  on  the  right  forearm ;  vesicles  on  the  upper  lip, 
with  sticking  or  smarting  on  touch;  varicella-like  eruption  over 
whole  body  after  preceding  itching;  a  corroding  blister,  which  itches 
terribly,  on  left  index  finger  and  at  the  heel ;  panaritium  and  ulcer- 
ating nails;  warts  on  arms;  swellings  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck, 
legs  and  feet,  especially  in  the  morning  after  rising,  very  tense  when 
walking;  left  foot  swollen  up  to  the  malleolus;  foot  swollen  and 
red,  leaving  a  white  spot  from  pressure  of  the  finger,  with  pain  in 
the  toes,  extending  to  the  malleolus. 

Silicea  acts  on  the  perspiratory  function  as  is  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing symptoms:  Evening  sweat  on  the  head  ;  sweaty  skin  even  from 
moderate  exercise  (probably  from  weakness) ;  copious  night-sweats, 
of  an  acid  odor ;  copious  sweat  at  the  soles  of  the  feet  and  between 
the  toes,  so  that  these  parts  fester  and  feel  sore;  foul  perspiration  of 
great  putridity,  or  excessively  acid  odor,  though  the  feet  do  not 
sweat ;  scurfy  ulcerations  behind  the  ears,  at  the  edges  of  the  lips  and 
on  the  scalp. 

Though  the  hair  contains  silicea,  we  read  in  its  symptomatology 
only  of  evening  sweat  in  the  hair,  a  chilly  sensation  about  the  scalp, 
and  alo{)ecia. 

Silicea  has  a  marked  action  on  the  glands,  as  is  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing: Painful  swelling  of  the  left  submaxillary  gland,  sensitive 
to  the  touch,  with  toothache  and  stitches  in  the  glands  of  the  neck  ; 
hard  swelling  of  the  glands  beneath  the  ear,  painful  to  motion  and 
touch  ;  drawing  pains  in  the  axillary  gland. 

Connective- Tissue  Inflammations. — During  spring  and  fall  the  con- 
nective tissue  of  the  limbs  often  swells.  In  children,  on  account  of 
the  greater  plasticity  of  the  blood,  we  meet  rather  an  exudation, 
known  under  the  name  of  induratio  telse  cellulosae.  In  adults,  we 
meet  sometimes  a  suppuration  of  the  cellular  tissue,  spreading  rap- 
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idly,  with  typhoid-like  fever  and  fatal  issue.  In  such  a  case,  where 
the  disease  attacked  the  right  forearm,  silicea  30  cured  the  case  in 
three  weeks. 

A  brunette  of  twenty-five  years  had  a  gnawing,  painful  swelling 
at  the  corner  of  her  right  eye,  very  sensitive  to  the  touch,  apparently 
under  the  skin,  which  was  inflamed  all  around.  From  the  eye  the 
swelling  extended  to  the  forehead  and  nose,  and  there  were  great 
pains  in  the  kneen  and  feet,  which  were  swollen.  Silicea  30,  three 
doses,  removed  all  pains  in  a  few  days. 

A  woman  of  forty  years, suffering  from  weak  eyes,  complained  daily 
about  noon  of  severe  burning  in  her  right  eye,  with  lachrymation, 
which  latter  caused  a  corroding  sensation  on  her  cheek  ;  conjunctiva 
was  injected,  and  the  lachrymal  duct  swollen  and  sensitive  to  the 
touch.  In  the  morning  mucous  agglutination;  mercunus  6  and 
arsenicum  6  were  prescribed  without  relief.  The  swelling  of  the 
lachrymal  duct  increased ;  the  skin  over  it  became  red  and  shining; 
the  swelling  pulsated  ;  the  pains  were  worse  in  the  evening.  Silicea 
6,  in  solution,  soon  reduced  the  pain  and  the  swelling,  and,  though 
suppuration  had  threatened,  the  remedy  showed  its  great  power  of 
producing  absorption  and  regulating  the  circulation  in  the  affected 
tissue.  It  also  acts  equally  well  where  absorption  is  already  imf>os- 
sible,  producing  good  and  laudable  suppuration,  and  a  healthy  cica- 
trization by  the  formation  of  new  connective-tissue. 

Silicea  has  this  power  in  many  cases  of  carbuncles  and  furuncles. 
An  old  woman  of  sixty  years  had  a  carbuncle  on  her  neck  treated 
with  poultices.  After  the  first  week  the  blisters  opened,  and  the 
small  holes  soon  enlarged  into  corroding  ulcers;  the  integuments 
around  the  swelling  remained  hard,  livid  ;  the  ichor  destroyed  all  the 
cellular  tissue  and  even  the  muscles,  so  that  the  processus  spinosus 
of  the  fourth  cervical  vertebra  could  be  felt.  Great  debility  and 
emaciation;  restless  nights;  no  appetite;  sallow  complexion;  fili- 
form pulse.  Silicea  30  was  prescribed,  and  a  dry  bandage  applied. 
The  patient  improved  steadily,  the  ichor  soon  changed  into  laudable 
pus,  healthy  granulation  set  in,  and  in  three  weeks  she  was  well 
again. 

Silicea  is  capable  of  curing  many  forms  of  panaritia  in  which 
the  use  of  the  knife  seemed  inevitable.  It  is  useful  whether  the  in- 
flammation arises  from  the  matrix,  the  connective  tissue,  the  fasciae, 
or  the  periosteum  of  the  phalanges  of  the  fingers  and  toes.  Thus,  a 
boy  of  fourteen  years  suffered  from  a  panaritium  on  the  left  index 
finger ;  the  distal  phalanx  was  swollen  and  red ;  pus  appeared  at  the 
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anterior  edge  of  the  nail ;  there  were  tearing  pains,  with  nightly  ex- 
acerbations, in  the  fingers.  Silicea  2  removed  the  entire  condition 
in  a  few  days. — Hygea,  15,  189. 

An  old  man  suffered  from  inflammation  of  the  left  thumb.  After 
poulticing,  the  abscess  broke,  but  the  pus  was  not  laudable,  and  the 
pains  did  not  cease.  After  the  third  week  he  received  silicea  30,  and 
the  finger  was  soon  well  again.  Gruzewski  published  a  very  inter- 
esting case  of  a  far-advanced  case  of  a  panaritium  invading  the  peri- 
osteum of  the  middle  finger,  where  amputation  had  been  proposed, 
and  in  which  he  prescribed  silicea  30  while  cicatrizatio  i  was  progress- 
ing. He  wanted  to  convince  himself  that  all  the  benefit  could 
be  ascribed  to  silicea,  so  he  stopped  it,  and  gave  daily  a  dose  of  sac- 
charum  lactis,  but  the  granulations,  which  were  then  nicely  advanc- 
ing, ceased  to  grow  and  degenerated,  and  the  wound  discharged  now 
a  watery  fluid,  so  that  after  six  days  a  foul  ichorous  discharge  was 
observed.  Silicea  was  then  renewed,  and  with  its  administration  im- 
mediate improvement  of  the  finger  began,  showing  that  this  remedy 
is  able  to  save  a  finger,  though  the  [>eriosteum  is  attacked. 

It  acts  equally  well  in  fistulse,  whether  emanating  from  follicular 
or  lymphatic  glands,  or  from  mucous  membranes.  Thus,  Lobethal 
(Allgemeine  Horn.  Zeitungy  13,  245)  says:  "Silicea,  in  malignant 
scrofulous  ulcers  and  fistulae  of  the  lymphatic  cervical  glands,  even 
when  associated  with  caries  of  the  clavicle,  discharging  foul,  caseous 
detritus,  a  dose  daily,  then  every  other  day,  or  at  longer  intervals, 
soon  changes  the  whole  aspect  of  the  case."  He  relates  the  case  of  a 
man  aged  forty,  who,  in  his  youth,  had  tinea  and  swollen  cervical 
glands,  and  had  a  perfect  string  of  inflamed  cervical  glands  full  of 
fistulae,  discharging  foul  pus  for  two  years.  So  far  all  treatment 
failed.  He  gave  from  December  to  February  six  doses  of  calcarea 
carb.,  24  and  30,  and  the  glands  slightly  diminished.  The  patient 
was  obliged  to  leave  home  for  several  weeks.  The  glands,  on  his 
return,  were  no  longer  swollen,  but  there  still  remained  two  fistulous 
openinj]^,  which  discharged  much  fluid.  Silicea  24  was  given.  After 
four  weeks  one  opening,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  other,  closed. 
No  relapse  had  taken  place  after  a  year. 

That  it  is  not  the  higher  potencies  which  cure  we  see  from  the  fol- 
lowing case :  A  girl  of  eight  years  had  for  months  a  scrofulous  ulcer 
on  the  neck  from  a  suppurating  gland.  Silicea  30  did  not  do  her 
much  good.  Griesselich  then  ordered  six  doses  of  silicea  spiritus  «, 
every  four  days  a  dose,  one  drop  on  sugar.  After  having  taken  three 
doses,  the  ulcer  was  healed. — Hygea,  3,  17. 
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Fistula  Lachnfmalia. — A  girl  of  eighteen  years,  with  fistula  lach- 
rymalis  after  dacryocystitis,  and  three  months*  failure  of  treatment, 
was  cured  by  Payl  with  silicea  6. — Neue.  Zeitschr,  14,  125. 

I^ula  Ani. — A  child  of  two  and  a  half  years,  with  fistula  in  ano, 
was  cured  by  two  doses  of  silicea  in  three  weeks.  A  blonde  gentle- 
man, who  had  the  itch  and  a  gonorrhoea  suppressed,  suffered  from  a 
rectal  abscess,  which  was  lanced.  A  fistula  in  ano  followed,  with  de- 
bility, emaciation,  cough  and  fever.  China  failed ;  sulphur  did  some- 
thing, for  after  a  week  he  felt  better,  and  the  pus  looked  healthier. 
Silicea,  three  doses,  at  intervals  of  one  week,  completeil  the  cure. 

Affections  of  Bones. — Schussler  limits  the  action  of  silicea,  in  re- 
lation to  bones,  to  suppurations  arising  in  the  connective-tissue,  as 
the  periosteuqi. 

Gauwerky  says,  in  the  Allgemein^  Horn.  Zeitimg,  39,  68  :  "  The 
sequel®  of  caries  from  the  earlier  days  of  my  practice  show  that 
when  the  right  remedy  is  chosen,  it  should  be  contmued  at  long  in- 
tervals, for  years,  until  the  cure  is  accomplished.  In  later  years  I 
thought  to  hasten  the  cure  of  caries  by  larger  and  more  frequently- 
repeated  doses.  I  prescribed  Unci,  silicfortis  in  drops;  I  gave  silicea 
3d,  12th  or  30th  every  day  or  once  a  week ;  T  gave  silicea  200,  dis- 
solved in  six  ounces  of  water,  by  teaspoonfuls  daily  for  a  long  time, 
and  I  did  not  succeed ;  new  symptoms  always  developed  which  re- 
tarded the  healing  of  the  caries,  and  I  returned  to  my  earlier  method ; 
gave  one  dose  of  silicea  30  every  fortieth  or  fiftieth  day,  and  found 
that  the  caries  was  most  safely  healed  by  such  sure,  but  slow,  treat- 
ment." 

Among  other  cases  he  mentions  one  of  a  young  man  of  eighteen 
years,  whose  itch  was  suppressed,  and  who,  in  his  sixteenth  year, 
began  to  suffer  from  caries  of  his  left  foot,  and  amputation  was  per- 
formed. After  six  months  the  same  disease  set  in  in  the  elbow,  and 
after  nine  months  the  present  state  was  detected.  Elbow  and  wrist 
of  the  right  side  were  swollen,  red,  hot,  shining,  full  of  fistulae  lead- 
ing to  the  joints,  and  discharging  foul  ichor;  the  bones  were  bare, 
and  felt  rough  to  the  probe;  stitching,  drawing  pains  day  and  night, 
wor:se  from  touch  or  motion ;  hectic  fever,  with  colliquative  sweats. 
The  first  dose  of  silicea  30  removed  all  pains ;  for  three  years  the 
patient  received,  every  fortieth  day,  one  dose  of  silicea  30,  so,  though 
the  arm  remained  stiff,  he  was  well  otherwise.  A  girl  of  thirteen 
years  suffered  from  her  infancy  with  scrofulous  and  atrophic 
troubles.  For  eight  years  some  of  her  bones  inflamed  and  suppu- 
rated.    She  was  of  a  delicate  constitution.    She  complained  at  that 
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time  of  occipital  headache ;  dull  pressure  over  the  eyes,  and  pus- 
tular eruption  on  upper  lip;  appetite,  digestion  and  stool  normal; 
tearing  in  extremities,  especially  in  thighs ;  the  right  arm  stiff  in  the 
joint,  showing  a  shining,  deep,  bony  cicatrix.  In  the  left  hollow  of 
the  knee  there  was  a  thick  scabby  eruption,  corroding,  spreading, 
exuding  an  acrid  ichor;  the  left  big  toe  was  stiff  in  the  joint,  and 
full  of  crusty  scabs.  On  the  upper  part  of  this  toe  and  correspond- 
ing metatarsal  bone,  were  some  small  fistulous  openings,  where  the 
probe  shows  the  bone  denuded  of  its  periosteum  and  discharging  a 
watery  fluid.  The  volume  of  the  diseased  parts  greatly  increased ; 
foul  axillary  sweat ;  sleep  interrupted  by  frightful  dreams ;  a  kind  of 
somnambulism.  This  was  on  January  31st.  Silicea  30  was  admin- 
istered, followed  by  another  dose  ten  days  later.  Great  improve- 
ment— quiet  sleep  resulted;  the  patient  looked  and  felt  better;  some 
of  the  openings  closed ;  scabs  about  the  knee  had  disappeared.  On 
March  27th  some  aggravation  followed  a  journey.  Sulphur  30  was 
given  with  benefit.  The  amelioration  ceasing,  silicea  30  was  re- 
peated. On  September  28th  the  patient  was  discharged  well. — Hygea^ 
3,  374. 

A  boy  of  three  years  had  had  caries  of  the  mandibula  for  nine 
months ;  several  teeth  and  splinters  of  bone  had  been  removed  \  re- 
section of  the  lower  jaw  was  recommended.  Kirsch  found,  January 
13th,  thin  caries  and  general  scrofulosis.  Silicea  30  was  given  in 
suitable  alternation  with  silicea  100  and  200,  and  in  four  months  the 
child  was  well. — Allgemeine  Horn,  Zeiiung,  46,  198. 

Schindler  reports  the  case  of  a  woman  suffering  from  caries  of  the 
mandibula,  suppurating  freely.   Afler  taking  silicea,  a  large  piece  of  ' 
bone  exfoliated,  followed  by  closure  of  the  fistulse  and  rapid  cure. — 
S.  Beitraege,  1,  148. 

Charg6  reports  the  case  of  a  boy  who,  in  his  sixth  year,  complained 
of  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  followed  by  curvature  inwards  of  the 
lumbar  vertebrae.  Three  years  later  this  was  treated  by  cauterization. 
After  two  years  an  abscess  followed,  which,  after  opening,  discharged 
copiously,  followed  by  formation  of  fistulse  and  exfoliation  of  bone 
splinters ;  pus  was  observed  in  fiecal  discharges.  Two  months  ago, 
at  both  sides  of  the  painful  lumbar  vertebrae,  a  fluctuating  tumor 
formed,  attended  with  hectic  fever  and  dry  cough.  Silicea  24,  in 
water,  a  tablespoonful  daily,  was  ordered.  Improvement  began 
shortly,  and  progressed  to  a  perfect  recovery  one  year  later. — Allge- 
meine Horn.  Zeitung,  18,  77. 

It  is  still  doubtful  whether  silicea  will  help  in  purulent  aocumula- 
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tions  from  gravity,  emanating  from  a  caries  in  a  bone  lying  higher  up. 
It  acts  more  favorably  when  the  swelling  takes  place  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  carious  procjess.  The  inflammation  which,  at  the 
place  of  caries,  is  ulcerative  and  destructive,  appears  in  the  surround- 
ing soft  parts  as  an  exudative  process.  Not  only  periosteum,  liga- 
ments and  aponeuroses,  but  also  the  cellular  tissue  becomes  chroni- 
cally inflamed  in  the  neighborhood  of  carious  bones,  so  that  it  appears 
cartilaginous,  indurated  and  swollen.  Grauvogl  describes  such  a 
case :  A  pale,  poor  boy  of  fourteen  years  had  the  metacarpal  bones 
of  his  right  hand  changed  into  oval  tuberous  masses,  and  immovable 
already  for  six  months.  On  some  places  ulceration  had  taken  place, 
and  the  probe  demonstrated  the  roughness  of  the  bones.  He  was  full 
of  pain,  mentally  depressed,  and,  though  amputation  was  lega  artis 
indicated,  Grauvogl  gave  silicea  6,  five  drops  every  two  hours,  and  in 
a  week  the  superficial  ulcers  began  to  heal,  and  after  a  little  more  than 
a  month  the  hand  was  able  to  be  moved,  and  the  boy's  health  greatly 
improved.  We  know,  says  he,  that  of  all  the  constituent  parts  of 
the  bone,  only  silicea  is  absent  in  cartilage,  and  silicea  was  therefore 
prescribed  as  a  nutrition  remedy.  Though  he  may  have  received 
some  in  his  food,  his  organism  failed  to  assimilate  it,  and  it  needed 
Hahnemann's  potentiation,  so  that  the  tongue  and  the  mucous  mem* 
brane  of  the  mouth  might  absorb  it  and  carry  it  into  the  circulation. 
Silicea  cures  enchondroma  as  well  as  exostoses.  In  relation  to  the 
constituent  parts  of  a  carious  bone,  it  may  be  remarked  that  there 
always  is  a  diminution  of  the  phosphate  of  lime,  while  magnesia 
phos.,  calcarea  chlor.  and  natrum  carbonicum  show  no  great  changes 
from/the  normal  condition  in  fresh  carious  bones. 

A  gicl  of  twenty-two  years  had,  on  the  left  upper  arm,  a  round, 
hard,  movable,  painful  swelling  of  the  size  of  a  goose-egg.  Clem- 
atis softened  the  lower  part,  but  the  upper  pari  yielded  only  to  two 
doses  of  spir.  silic. — Hygea,  9,  20. 

This  was  probably  a  fibro-plastic  connective-tissue  swelling.  Lobe- 
thai  cured  a  cutaneous  cancer  on  the  face  of  an  old  woman  with  silicea 
30  internally^  and  unguentum  silicea  externally. 

(To  bo  continued). 


Which  is  the  Beoulab  School  ? — This  question  has  beeo  given  a  decisive 
answer  by  Dr.  8.  E.  Chapman,  of  Watson ville,  Cal.  {Medical  Advance^  Dec  1889), 
who  wrote  to  twenty  difierent  physicians,  ten  homoeopathic  and  ten  allopathic, 
describing  a  case  for  which  he  sous^ht  relief,  and  asking  for  information  concerning 
the  proper  treatment  to  pursue.  From  the  allopathic  physicians,  ten  widely  difier- 
ent prescriptions  were  received.  The  ten  homasopathic  physicians  all  answered 
the  same ;  they  advised  lyoopodium. 
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EDITORIAL 


A  PROPHET  AND  HIS  EXCLUSIVE  DOGMA. 

There  have  lately  been  published  two  addresses  by  H.  C.  Wood, 
M.D.,  LL.D.  (Yale).  The  first  of  these  is  a  pamphlet  reprint  from 
the  New  England  and  Yale  Review  for  August,  1889,  and  entitled 
"  The  Medical  Profession ;  Medical  Sects ;  The  Law/'  The  second, 
of  more  recent  date,  is  an  introductory  address  delivered  before  the 
students  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  published  in  the 
Medical  and  Surgioai  Reporter  for  November  2,  1889.  Its  title  is 
"Therapeutics  and  False  Theories."  These  two  addresses,  taken  in 
conjunction  with  editorials  in  the  Therapeutic  Gazette  (of  whioh 
journal  Dr.  Wood  is  editor-in-chief)  for  August  and  October,  1888, 
are  of  more  than  passing  interest  to  homoeopaths,  and  for  this  reason 
we  devote  space  to  their  review. 

The  Yale  address  opens  with  a  lengthy  depreciation  of  the 
effort  the  speaker  is  about  to  make.  That  this  depreciation  is  any- 
thing but  sincere,  is  shown  by  his  positive  and  dogmatic  manner 
when  dealing  with  the  opinions  of  those  who  hold  therapeutic  doc- 
trines different  from  those  taught  by  himself,  and  still  further  by 
his  remarks  in  the  address  before  the  students  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  showing  him  to  be  proud  of  his  Yale  effort,  vyhen  he 
promises  that  copies  of  the  latter  will  be  distributed  among  them 
some  time  during  the  winter.  \ 

The  first  point  made  by  Dr.  Wood,  and  this  he  conclusively  proves, 
is  the  ignorance  rife  among  the  medical  profession.  He  says  that  at 
"  the  recent  examinations  for  the  army  board,  out  of  thirty  doctors 
who  had  been  picked  out  from  among  the  best  graduates,  and  had 
been  especially  prepared  for  the  army  examination,  only  two  reached 
the  required  standard."  What  does  this  statement  imply?  That 
out  of  thirty  of  the  best  allopathic  graduates,  for  none  others  are 
permitted  to  be  examined  by  the  army  examining  board,  es{)ecially 
prepared  for  the  examination  by  instructors  experienced  in  their 
knowledge  of  the  demands  of  these  examinations,  but  two  were 
found  competent.  Can  we  say  more  ourselves  ?  Does  this  look  as 
if  homoeopathy  grew  beautifully  less  where  knowledge  and  wisdom 
abounded  ?  Or,  to  put  it  in  a  different  form,  where  ignorance  pre- 
vails there  homoeopathy  prospers? 
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Dr.  Wood  makes  no  attempt  at  offering  a  remedy  for  this  gross 
professional  ignorance,  although  he  hints  delicately  at  the  impor- 
tance of  establishing  State  medical  examining  boards,  to  be  under 
the  control  of  the  allopathic  medical  profession.  Is  this  suggestion 
reasonable  when,  as  he  himself  admits,  but  one  out  of  fifteen  of  the 
best  allopathic  graduates,  even  after  receiving  special  training j  is  proven 
competent  by  the  army  examining  board.  The  blame  for  the  non- 
adoption  of  laws  providing  for  State  examining  boards,  Dr.  Wood 
Jays  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the  "sects  in  medicine."  He 
says: 

"  Indeed,  at  present,  practitioners  of  medicine  are  divided  simply 
into  two  great  camps  or  bodies.  On  the  one  side  are  those  physi- 
cians who  are  generally  known  as  regulars,  allopaths  or  old-school 
doctors ;  on  the  other  side  are  the  various  sects  in  medicine,  homoeo- 
paths, eclectics,  with  a  miscellaneous  rabble  beneath  them  of  Chris- 
tian scientists,  faith  cure  and  oxygen  quacks,  electrical  specialists, 
and  so  on,  and  so  on.  The  regular  profession  of  medicine  is  not  a 
sect;  it  does  not  confess  allegiance  to  any  one  dominant  princi]tle; 
it  refuses  to  believe  in  any  single  definite  therapeutic  dogma;  it 
strives  simply,  in  every  possible  way,  by  the  aid  of  science  and  ex- 
perience, to  help  the  sick.  The  sects  of  medicine,  however,  are 
guided,  or  claim  to  be  guided,  by  certain  fixed  principles  which  they 
worship  as  therapeutic  laws.  They  are,  of  necessity,  dogmatic  and 
exclusive;  they  deserve  and  are  proud  to  be  known  by  titles  which 
savor  in  themselves  of  exclusiveism.  Narrow  and  dogmatic  in  ad- 
herence to  alleged  principles,  they  must  perish  or  become  absolutely 
dominant,  according  as  these  principles  shall  prove  to  be  false  or  true. 
The  code  of  ethics,  published  by  the  American  Medical  Association, 
is  to  the  regular  physician  what  the  creed  is  to  the  churchman.  The 
only  binding  clause  which  it  contains  restricting  freedom  of  belief  or 
practice  says :  But  no  one  can  be  considered  a  regular  practitioner, 
or  a  fit  associate  in  consultation,  whose  practice  is  based  upon  exclu- 
sive dogma,  the  rejection  of  the  a<*cumnlated  experience  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  of  the  aids  actually  furnished  by  anatomy,  physiology, 
pathology  and  organic  chemistry." 

That  the  allopathic  school  is  itself  sectarian  is  plain  from  the  above 
words  of  Dr.  Wood.  That  the  sectarianism  of  homceopathists  isthe 
result  of  allopathic  bigotry  is  so  well  known  as  to  need  but  a  mere 
mention.  The  charge  that  homceopathists  ar^  dogmatic  and  exclu* 
sive  is  false.  Homoeopathy  is  a  positive  term,  implying  affirmation, 
and  not  negation.  A  homoeopathist  is  one  who  believes  in  homoeop- 
athy. While  being  a  believer  in  homoeopathy,  he  is  not  necessarily 
a  non-believer  in  other  things.  Thus,  a  man  may  be  a  homoeopa- 
tliist  and  an  electro-therapeutist,  or  a  homoeopathist  and  a  surgeon. 
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He  afSrms  that  he  believes  in  homoeopathy^  but  he  does  not  deny 
that  he  has  faith  in  the  curative  virtues  of  electricity  or  the  knife; 
nor  does  he  deny  the  palliative  properties  of  antipyrine,  morphia, 
sulphonal,  and  a  host  of  other  drugs. 

Individually,  we  find  allopathists  exclusive  dogmatists,  and  Dr. 
Wood  is  no  exception  to  the  rule,  as  we  shall  show  presently  in  re- 
viewing his  explanations  of  the  relation  between  physiological  action 
of  drugs  and  the  diseased  conditions  which  said  drugs  cure.  One 
allopath  has  strong  faith  in  purgation  for  everything,  and  scarcely, 
if  ever,  adopts  any  other  therapeutic  measure ;  another  adopts  the 
germ  theory  for  his  guide;  another  follows  the  doctrine  of  physio- 
logical antagonism,  and  so  on.  It  has  been  said  by  students  at  a 
certain  prominent  allopathic  college  that  they  find  it  necessary,  in 
order  to  pass  their  examinations  in  materia  medica  and  therapeutics, 
to  study  these  branches  according  to  three  different  theories  of  drug 
action.  One  professor  believed  a  drug  cured  this  disease  because  it 
did  this  and  that,  and  another  professor  thought  it  cured  because  it 
was  capable  of  doing  thus  and  «o ;  still  another  professor  taught 
nihilism  in  therapeutics;  and  the  poor  student  had  to  keep  himself 
posted  on  the  hobbies  of  all  three  in  order  to  gain  his  diploma.  Is 
it  any  wonder  that  Dr.  Wood  speaks  as  he  does  of  professional  in- 
competency ?  As  critics  of  each  other,  what  successes  these  allo- 
pathists be ! 

In  both  addresses.  Dr.  Wood  casts  decided  aspersions  on  Hahne- 
mann and  his  doctrines.  The  latter  he  states  as  three  in  number. 
The  first  of  these  is  the  so-called  psora  theory,  which  is  not  now 
held  by  homoeopath ists  in  its  original  form.  But  what  has  arisen 
in  its  place?  The  doctrine  that  disease  has  a  dynamic  origin.  This 
theory  is  held  not  only  by  homoeopathists,  but  also  by  many  of  the 
leading  allopathists  of  to-day.  On  this  very  point  Dr.  Wood  has 
but  recently  expressed  himself,  if  the  report  of  his  remarks  is  correct, 
to  the  effect  that  he  did  not  believe  phthisis  to  be  hereditary  per  «e, 
but  that  patients  might  inherit  certain  peculiarities  of  constitution 
which  made  them  susceptible  to  the  ravages  of  the  bacillus  of  tuber- 
culosis. Again,  such  a  great  thinker  as  Sir  Andrew  Clark  has 
already  expressed  himself  on  this  very  subject,  as  follows : 

"  We  are  so  much  concerned  with  anatomical  changes ;  we  have 
given  so  much  time  to  their  evolutions,  differentiations  and  rela- 
tions; we  are  so  much  dominated  with  the  idea  that  in  dealing  with 
them  we  are  dealing  with  disease  in  itself,  that  we  have  overlooked 
the  fundamental  truth,  that  these  anatomical  changes  are  but  sec- 
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ondary,  and  sometimes  the  least  important,  expressions  or  manifes- 
tations of  states  which  underlie  them.  It  is  to  these  dynamic  states 
that  our  inquiries  and  our  thoughts  should  be  turned;  they  precede, 
underlie  and  originate  structural  changes;  they  determine  their 
character,  course  and  issues;  in  them  is  the  secret  of  disease;  and  if 
our  control  of  it  is  ever  to  become  greater  and  better,  it  is  upon 
them  that  our  experiments  must  be  made." 

To  return  to  Dr.  Wood. 

"  The  second  doctrine  of  homoeopathy  which  still  survives  to  some 
extent,  inculcates,  not  merely  that  certain  substances  are  indefinitely 
active  in  exceedingly  small  doses,  but  that  a  substance  like  chalk, 
which  is  in  large  doses  inert,  becomes  under  the  influence  of  tritura- 
tion and  dilution  possessed  of  intensely  active  properties." 

By  denying  this.  Dr.  Wood  commits  a  grave  error.  Many  scien- 
tific men  of  the  allopathic  school  admit  that  by  reduction  to  fine 
states  of  sub-division,  certain  substances  acquire  new  properties.  This 
increase  in  medicinal  power  is  in  accordance  with  natural  laws,  and 
not  the  result  of  the  unfolding  of  spiritual  powers,  as  he  would 
imply.  Hahnemann  made  no  claim  that  this  power  was  spiritual; 
he  used  the  term  "spirit-like,"  which  is  an  entirely  different  matter. 

To  proceed,  quoting  Dr.  Wood : 

"  Rememl)ering  the  number  of  the  followers  of  Hahnemann, 
surely  the  bitterness  of  Carlyle — when  he  says  *  where  ten  men  are 
gathered  together,  there  are  nine  fools' — seems  justified." 

There  are  120,000  physicians,  of  whom  108,000  are  allopaths,  in 
the  United  States.  Let  our  readers  make  a  little  mathematical  cal- 
culation, and  they  will  see  that  Dr.  Wood's  application  of  the  state- 
ment of  Carlyle  is  strictly  correct. 

The  third  fundamental  doctrine  of  homoeopathy  is  the  law  of 
similars — similia  similibvs  curantur.  Dr.  Wood  here  udmits  that 
there  is  to  be  a  partial  truth,  but  fearing  that  in  so  doing  he  admits 
too  much,  he  at  once  urges,  what  all  have  ever  recognized,  that 
Hahnemann  was  not  the  discoverer  of  this  law. 

"As  illustrating  the  subject,  let  me  suppose  a  case  of  vomiting, 
Ipecacuanha,  when  given  in  large  doses,  will  cause  vomiting,  but 
under  certain  circumstances,  when  administered  in  minute  quantity, 
it  will  relieve  vomiting.  Witnessing  such  triumph,  the  bystander 
cries :  '  Great  is  similia  aimilibus  curantur ,  and  Hahnemann  is  its 
prophet!'     But  a  second  case  of  vomiting  appears,  which  is  in- 
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creased  by  ipecacuanha  and  is  relieved  by  opium,  which  does  not 
vomit  when  given  to  the  normal  man  in  large  doses,  but  makes  him 
insusceptible  to  the  action  of  emetics.  Now  the  upholder  of  the 
doctrine  of  diagimilia  dissimilibiLS  eurayitw  cries :  ^  Behold,  I  have 
the  truth — the  remedy  which  produces  the  opposite  of  the  symptom 
is  the  remedy  to  relieve  the  symptom.' " 

In  thus  remarking  concerning  the  action  of  opium,  Dr.  Wood 
shows  himself  in  ignorance  concerning  the  action  of  it  and  its  alka- 
loids. Any  one  who  has  used  these  drugs  to  any  extent  knows  that 
vomiting  is  of  very  common  occurrence  following  their  administra- 
tion ;  so,  after  all,  opium  does  cause  vomiting  when  given  to  the 
normal  man  in  appreciable  doses.  Of  course,  in  lethal  doses,  its 
action  is  as  Dr.  Wood  states. 

Now  let  us  proceed  with  Dr.  Wood's  explanation  of  the  two  cures 
of  vomiting  above  quoted.  It  will  be  noted  that  in  both  instances 
he  brings  forward  an  explanation  based  on  a  doctrine  the  same  in 
each ;  and  this,  taken  with  other  explanations  and  the  principles 
taught  by  him,  shows  him  to  be  a  follower  of  an  exclusive  dogma, 
that  of  physiological  antagonism.  So  thoroughly  wedded  is  he  to 
this  doctrine  or  rather  dogma,  that  he  would  not  abandon  it,  though 
bedside  experience  fails  to  confirm  it.  As  he  says:  "We  have 
adopted  the  modern  scientific  method,  and  have  subordinated  to  it, 
....  bedside  experience."  Who  now  rejects  the  accumulated  ex- 
perience of  the  profeasion  ! 

Now  listen  to  Dr.  Wood's  explanation  of  the  two  cures  of  vomit- 
ing as  quoted  above,  and  learn  the  application  of  his  exclusive  dogma : 

"Take  the  case  of  vomiting  just  spoken  of:  One  man  vomits 
because  the  stomach -is  in  a  condition  of  depression,  and  a  stimulant 
like  ipecacuanha  relieves  the  vomiting  by  removing  the  cause,  i.e., 
the  depression;  another  patient  vomits  from  irritation  of  the 
stomach,  and  he  is  made  worse  by  an  irritant  like  ipecacuanha,  but 
is  relieved  l^y  a  substance  like  opium,  which  is  soothing  and  numb- 
ing." 

But  the  addresses  under  review  are  not  the  only  places  where  Dr. 
AYood  has  advanced  such  explanations  of  homoeopathic  cures.  Let 
us  quote  from  the  Therapeutic  Gazette  of  August  15,  1888 : 

"  ....  A  case  in  which  a  child,  suffering  from  intestinal  catarrh, 
recovered  after  being  put  upon  minnte  doses  of  }K)dophyllin.  Sup- 
posing that  the  medicine  had  anything  to  do  with  the  result,  theeife(*t 
would  not  be  an  exemplification  of  the  principle  advocated  by  Dr. 
Reed,  but,  to  our  thinking,  was  produced  in  an  entirely  different  way. 


1890.]  Editorial.  47 

After  inflammatory  conditions  there  is  relaxation^  so  that  in  the  latest 
stages  of  any  catarrh  locally  stimulant  medicines  may  be  required. 
Certainly,  podophyllin,  in  overdoses  producing  violent  purgation, 
would  not  be  looked  upon  as  an  intestinal  sedative,  but  as  an  irritant, 
and  if,  in  the  case  spoken  of,  it  did  good,  it  must  have  been  in  virtue 
of  its  acting  in  small  doses  precisely  as  it  acts  in  large  doses — namely, 
as  a  stimulant.'^ 

To  explain  the  great  success  with  which  homoeopathy  has  met,  Dr. 
"Wood  stoops  to  ridicule  and  sophistry.  The  old  threadbare  anec- 
dote of  pork  and  cabbage  curing  the  shoemaker  of  his  fever  but 
killing  the  tailor,  is  related  as  a  creation  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
The  method  it  is  intended  to  illustrate  applies  with  more  force  to  the 
allopathic  school  than  to  our  own.  The  first  success  of  homoeopathy 
he  attributes  to  the  faulty  therapeutic  methods  in  vogue  in  Hahne- 
mann's time,  when,  he  says,  the  sick  room  was  a  veritable  slaughter 
house. 

The  present  success  of  homoeopathy,  he  says,  is  apparent  rather 
than  real,  and  '^  that  where  the  law  requires  the  physician  to  be  edu- 
cated the  homoeopathic  system  withers."  This  is  a  bald  statement, 
without  any  facts  to  support  it.  It  is  true  that  in  Europe  homoeop- 
athy does  not  thrive  as  in  this  country, — but  why  ?  Not  because  of 
the  physicians  there  being  educated,  but  because  the  cla&ses  and  the 
masses  are  so  steeped  in  bigotry  as  to  make  any  new  therapeutic 
methods,  or  new  methods  in  anything  else  for  that  matter,  well-nigh 
impossible.  When  to  this  we  add  the  almost  perfect  control  held  by 
the  allopaths  over  the  gateways  to  the  medical  profession,  we  have 
sufficient  explanation  of  the  ]>oor  progress  of  homoeopathy  abroud. 

To  return  to  Dr.  Wood's  remarks  : 

♦ 

"  It  is  a  wonder  that  whilst  the  records  of  chemistry,  physiology, 
natural  history,  electricity,  nay,  of  the  whole  range  of  the  sciences, 
are  filled  with  the  names  of  doctors  well  forward  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  famous  [Yes,  it  is  a  wonder. — Eds.],  that  after  long  searching 
I  have  not  been  able  to  find  oue  homoeopathic  practitioner  holding 
even  a  second-rate  place  in  science." 

To  this  we  would  say,  that  so  far  as  natural  history,  chemistry  and 
electricity  (aside  from  electro-therapeutics)  are  concerned,  men  who 
have  been  famous  in  these  branches  have  not  amounted  to  much  as 
physicians;  in  fact,  have  been  failures  as  such  ;  or,  perhaps,  after  ob- 
taining their  diploma,  have  become  so  disgusted  with  allopathic 
therapeutic  dogmas  as  to  abandon  the  profession  for  some  other  branch 
of  science  more  to  their  taste.     There  are  homoeopathic  physicians 
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who^  on  the  other  hand,  were  not  only  famous  as  scientific  men,  but 
eminent  as  practitioners  of  medicine  also.  At  the  head  of  these  stood 
that  great  man,  Constantine  Hering. 

To  ilhistrate  modern  therapeutic  methods,  Dr.  Wood  instances  the 
treatment  of  typhoid  fever.  Here  he  places  himself  open  to  attack. 
These  self-same  methods  which  he  so  earnestly  advocates  have,  in 
practice,  been  followed  by  a  mortality  varying  from  10  to  15  per 
cent,  while  homoeopathic  methods,  which  he  so  heartily  condemns, 
succeed  in  saving  from  98  to  93  per  cent,  of  all  cases.  But  then  we 
are  to  subordinate  bedside  experience  to  modem  scientific  methods! 
Let  us  proceed : 

"  If  any  *  ism '  arise  or  any  new  system  of  practice  having  aught 
of  plausibility  be  brought  forward,  it  is  at  once  tested  in  a  thousand 
sick  rooms.  Jaborandi from  the  South  American  Native;  pink  root 
from  the  North  American  Indian ;  cotton  root  from  the  Southern 
negro;  kooso  from  the  Abyssinian  barbarian;  veratrum  viride  from 
American  country  practitioners;  hyoscine  from  the  hospitals  and 
vivisecting  posts  of  these  United  States;  from  all  quarters,  from  the 
earth  and  from  the  waters  under  the  earth,  have  we  garnered  what 
we  possess." 

This  enumeration  of  the  sources  from  which  allopathic  remedies 
are  obtained  certainly  appears  sweeping  enough,  but  our  readers  will 
notice  that  homoeopathy  is  not  mentioned.     Liater^  he  says : 

"  Whatsoever  of  good  there  has  been  in  eclecticism,  in  Hahnemann- 
ism,  or  in  bare-faced  quackery, — whatsoever  of  knowledge  could  be 
obtained  from  popular  beliefs, — all  these  have  we  appropriated." 
[Without  credit.— Eds.] 

In  closing.  Dr.  Wood  returns  to  the  subject  of  professional  ignor- 
ance. He  here  indulges  in  an  outburst  of  eloquence  which  cannot 
be  excelled  and  but  seldon^  equalled. 

"  Yesterday  the  valley  of  the  Conemaugh  resounded  with  the  roar 
of  furnace,  the  clang  of  iron  on  iron,  and  was  filled  with  the  prattle 
of  women  and  children  in  the  homes  of  twenty  thousand  busy  workers. 
A  moment  of  terror,  a  roar  of  water,  a  wild  wail,  fire  and  flood,  and 
the  valley  grew  still  as  the  valley  of  death.  Then  America,  stirred 
to  its  centre,  poured  out  its  millions  of  money  with  a  generosity  the 
history  of  the  world  does  not  parallel.  But  what  of  the  8000  corpses 
cold  and  stiiF  in  their  mud  graves?  Dead,  because  the  government 
had  not  done  its  duty — dead,  because  the  government  which  should 
have  protected  its  citizens  allowed  a  few  rich  men  with  a  dam  of  hay 
and  boughs  and  earth  to  hold  up  700,000,000  of  tons  of  water  300 
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feet  above  the  doomed  city — a  governmental  crime  just  as  peculiarly 
American  as  was  the  sympathetic  popular  outburst  which  followed 
the  catastrophe.  In  the  presence  of  the  dead  of  Conemaugh  the 
nation  bows  in  sorrow;  but  before  God  I  tell  you  that  it  is  my  belief, 
founded  in  the  largest  experience,  that  if  the  dead  who  in  the  last 
fifty  years  have  been  sacrificed  in  these  United  States  upon  the  altar 
of  professional  ignorance  could  this  day  rise  before  us,  the  thousands 
of  Conemaugh  would  be  lost  in  the  multitude;  silently,  heralded  by 
DO  roar  of  flood,  mourned  by  no  outburst  of  national  remorse  or 
sorrow,  one  by  one,  they  have  passed  over;  a  never-ending  holocaust 
to  governmental  imbecility/' 

To  all  of  which  we  say  "  Amen  I"  We  would  add  thereto  that 
Dr.  Wood  and  every  allopathic  teacher  in  the  country  has  had  his 
share  in  foisting  the  men  who  have  been  guilty  of  these  wholesale 
murders  on  an  unsuspecting  public. 

Ere  we  close  let  us  refer  to  a  statement  made  in  the  address  before 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  students. 

''I  remember  a  student  I  had  many  years  ago,  who  complained 
that  his  family  were  homoeopaths  and  were  constantly  tormenting 
him  to  study  in  that  school.  I  said:  '  Why  didn't  you,  then  ?'  'Well,' 
he  replied,  *I  was  going  to,  when  one  day  I  was  talking  to  our 
family  physician,  who  was,  of  course,  a  homoeopath,  and  he  pulled 
out  of  his  pocket  a  small  vial,  and,  holding  it  up,  said  :  "  When  I 
began  to  practice  medicine  I  put  in  that  bottle  one-quarter  of  a 
grain  of  mercury  and  filled  it  up  with  sugar  of  milk ;  as  fast  as  the 
vial  became  empty  I  refilled  it  with  sugar  of  milk,  until  now  it  is 
fairly  alive  with  the  spirit  of  healing."  That  disgusted  me  with 
homoeopathy,  and  I  came  here.' " 

It  is  possible,  since  Dr.  Wood  has  said  so,  that  this  story  is  true, 
but  a  great  deal  more  probable  that  it  isn't.  It  is  only  sufficient  to 
say  that  homoeopathy  sanctions  no  such  arrant  nonsense  as  that ;  in 
fact,  we  can  hardly  understand  how  any  one  short  of  a  lunatic  would 
make  such  a  statement  as  that  credited  to  the  homoeopathic  doctor 
in  question.  The  unreliability  of  Dr.  Wood's  statements  is  shown  in 
the  following: 

"  The  homoeopath  is  a  mediseval  survival,  clinging  to  an  empiricism 
which  he  dignifies  as  a  law,  but  which  is  at  best  only  an  old  and 
very  faulty  rule  of  thumb,  of  which  Prof  Charles  Mohr,  a  far-famed 
homoeopathist,  says :  '  No  rational  explanation  of  the  rmidvs  operandi 
of  a  cure  under  the  so-called  law  has  been  made.' " 

What  Dr.  Mohr  did  say  is  the  following : 
vol*.  XXV.— 4 
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Philadelphia,  April  6, 1889. 
H.  C.  Wood,  M.D. 

Dear  DocroR:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  2d  inst.,  I  beg  leave 
to  say  that  you  did  not  quite  get  my  meaning  in  our  informal  chat 
on  therapeutic  methods.  I  stated  that  some  homoeopathic  physicians 
believed  in  a  therapeutic  rule,  rather  than  in  a  thera[>eutic  law,  be- 
cause no  rational  explanation  of  the  modiLS  operandi  of  a  cure  under 
the  so-called  law  had  yet  been  made. 

My  own  views  may  be  briefly  stated  thus:  That  outside  its  own 
sphere,  i.e.,  in  cases  requiring  surgical,  mechanical,  chemical,  dietetic 
or  hygienic  treatment,  similia  does  not  apply ;  but  to  that  very  large 
class  of  natural  diseases,  occurring  in  persons  having  the  integrity  of 
tissue  and  reactive  vitality  necessary  to  recovery,  the  similar  remedy, 
I.e.,  a  drug  capable  of  inducing  in  healthy  man  subjective  and  objec- 
tive symptoms  like  those  present  in  the  disease  to  be  treated,  is  uni- 
versally applicable.  In  other  words,  I  am  a  follower  of  Hahne- 
mann, and  believe  that  the  homoeopathic  principle  is  a  law  in  its 
own  domain.  Yours  truly, 

C.   MOHR. 


DR.  S,  R.  DUBS. 

Dr.  Samuel  R.  Dubs  died  at  his  residence  in  Doylestown,  Pa., 
December  26,  1889,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  Dr.  Dubs  was  a 
member  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy  in  1844.  Dr.  Dubs  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  No- 
vember 8,  1811,  and  was  a  son  of  Martin  and  Sarah  (Jones)  Dubs, 
natives  of  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  and  of  Swiss  and  Welsh  descent. 
His  father  was  a  wholesale  grocer  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  among 
the  wealthiest  merchants  of  that  city  in  his  day.  Dr.  Dubs  was 
Teared  in  Philadelphia,  and  there  attended  school  until  he  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Pro- 
fessor Charles  D.  Meigs,  and  in  1836  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  practiced  in  Philadelphia  until  1858,  when 
he  removed  to  near  Doylestown.  In  1868  he  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  remained  there  until  1872,  when  on  account  of  failing 
health  he  returned  to  Doylestown. 

Dr.  Dubs  is  the  eighth  senior  of  the  American  Institute  to  die 
since  the  session  at  Minnetonka. 
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GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

8.  LILIENTHAL,  M.D..  E.  M.  GRAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D.,  W.  W.  VAN  BAUN,  M.D., 


Ai^ESSES  IN  THE  HeART  DuRINO  THE  COURSE  OF  INFECTIOUS  ENDOCARDITIS. 

— Abscesses  may  occur  in  the  heart  during  infectious  endocarditis,  and  may  be  of  a 
metastatic  character,  such  as  sometimes  occur  in  consequence  of  pyaemia  as  found  in 
other  organs ;  and  they  may  also  result  from  the  simple  extension  of  the  inflamma- 
tion from  the  endocardium  to  the  heart  muscle.  These  latter  may  be  superficial, 
and  seated  only  in  the  endocardium  and  valves,  or  deep-seated,  penetrating  the 
myocardium.  The  latter  are  mostly  situated  at  the  aortic  orifice,  where  it  borders 
on  the  intraventricular  wall.  The  abscesses  open  mostly  into  one  of  the  cardiac 
cavities,  or  at  least  into  the  aortic  sinus;  the  communication  may  be  a  direct  one, 
so  that  the  condition  simulates  a  cardiac  aneurism.  These  abscesses  sometimes  take 
on  very  queer  shapes.  They  may  lead  through  the  intraventricular  septum  into 
nearly  every  part  of  the  cardiac  muscle.  In  other  cases  the  abscess  cavity  is  found 
in  the  centre  of  the  muscle,  separated  from  the  endocardium  by  a  comparatively 
thick  layer  of  muscular  tissue.  Usually  the  accumulation  of  pus  causes  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  endocardium,  and  gives  the  impression  of  a  smooth-walled  swelling  of 
the  size  of  a  cherry  or  hazel-nut,  containing  a  brownish  fluid,  a  mixture  of  pus  and 
blood,  or  diflfiise  gangrenous  tissue.  Bacteria  are  always  found  in  the  pus  of  cardiac 
absceHHcs.— il%em.  Med,  Oentr.  Zeitung,  58,  1889. 

Changes  in  the  Different  Organs  from  the  Internal  Use  op  Lead.— 
Coen  and  d'Agntolo  experimented  on  rabbits  who  received  daily  0.3  of  acetate  of 
lead  in  smalf  doses.  The  kidneys  were  found  in  a  state  of  interstitial  inflamma- 
tion, a  fflomerulitis  with  hyaline  degeneration  of  the  bloodvessels,  and  finally  inter- 
stitial plastic  nephritis.  In  the  muscles  there  appeared  at  first  a  peculiar  degenera- 
tion of  the  muscular  fibres,  not  in  the  form  of  the  usual  fatty  degeneration,  but  as  a 
fine,  granular,  slowly -developing  necrosis,  accompanied  by  a  vesicular  and  some- 
times by  a  colloid  degeneration  of  the  nuclei.  Then  the  symptoms  of  interstitial 
myositis  appear,  and  finally  a  connective  tissue  neoplasm,  taking  the  place  of  the 
da)troyed  muscular  fibres.  These  changes  are  found  in  foci  between  healthy  spots. 
In  the  stomach  a  considerable  proliferation  of  the  epithelium  of  the  glands  and  of 
the  mucous  membrane  sets  in  without  any  essential  degenerative  process ;  with  it, 
also,  a  focal  inflammation  of  the  smaller  vessels  of  the  submucosa.  This  inflam- 
matory process  is  met  with  to  a  greater  degree  in  the  small  intestines.  In  the  liver 
was  found,  at  first,  fine  granular  degeneration  of  the  protoplasm  of  the  hef>atic 
cells,  and,  at  a  later  period,  interstitial  connective  tissue  proliferation,  especially 
around  the  biliarv  ducts.  Lead  acts  injuriously  on  the  specific  elemeats  of  orsrans 
and  causes  their  degeneration ;  then  it  acts  on  the  bloodvessels,  causing  inflam- 
matory foci,  and  finally  connective  tissue  neoplasm ata.—Cm<ra/6/./.  Klin.  Med. 

Glandular  Fever. — Pfeiffer,  of  Wiesbaden,  calls  attention  to  a  morbid  state 
hardly  mentioned  in  text-books,  characterized  by  acute  chill,  heat,  pains  all  over, 

freat  restlessness,  inap(>etency  and  finally  vomiting,  and  the  cause  of  which  is  un- 
nown.  Examination  reveals  a  temperature  of  40°  C.  or  thereabout.  The  tongue 
is  slightly  coated,  the  fauces  slightly  reddened  without  coating;  all  the  organs  are 
normal,  but  around  the  neck,  especially  at  the  posterior  edge  of  the  sterno-cleido- 
mastoid  and  at  the  nape,  we  find  numerous  lymphatic  glands  swollen  and  painful  to 
pressure  and  motion.  Two  days  often  suffice  for  a  complete  recovery.  Sometimes 
the  glands  of  one  side  swell,  then  those  of  the  other  side,  the  fauces  become  more 
red,  coryza  and  cough  set  in  On  the  third  or  fourth  day  the  liver  and  spleen  are 
palpable,  and  the  patient  complains  of  pain  exactly  in  the  middle  between  umbil- 
icus and  symphysis.     We  meet,  therefore,  changes  in  the  lymphatic  glandn  around 
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the  neck,  in  the  liyer  and  spleen,  perhaps  also  afiections  of  the  mesenteric  glands 
(pain  between  umbilicus  and  syniphyHis),  retro-oesophageal  glands  (difficulty  in 
swallowing),  retro-trachea  1  glands  (cough) ;  the  axillary  and  inguinal  glands  were 
never  affected.  Very  characteristic  is  the  painful  swelling  behind  the  stemo-cleido- 
mastoideus.  The  disease  is  probably  of  infections  origin.  The  question  arises,  is  it 
a  disease  sui  generUf  or  is  it  an  aborted  state  of  another  disease,  as  typhoid  fever, 
measles,  scarlatina  or  diphtheria  ? 

There  is  also  met  with,  in  children,  a  sub-acnte  affection,  in  which  the  liver,  spleen 
and  mesenteric  fflands  are  afiected,  and  in  which  we  find  stubborn,  not  copious, 
greenish  or  grayish  diarrhoea,  moderate  fever,  considerable  emaciation,  swelling  of 
the  liver  and  spleen,  slight  albuminuria,  and  more  or  less  ascites.  Calomel  and  a 
Priesnitz  pack  around  the  abdomen,  with  a  strenfftheninff  diet,  act  splendidly.  It 
is  a  general  engorgement  of  the  abdominal  glands,  differing  from  simple  intestinal 
catarrh  and  from  tvphus,  nor  can  it  be  taken  for  tabes  mesenteries,  as  health  is  gen- 
erally fully  restored.-^Cen/ra^./.  Klin.  Med.,  28, 1889. 

NoK-TuBBBcuLAB  H^MOFTTSis  OF  Eldebly  Pebsoks.— Sir  Andrew  Clark, 
after  calling  attention  to  a  form  of  hemoptysis  which  has  thus  far  remained  unde- 
scribed,  presents  the  following  conclusions:  1.  That  there  occurs  in  elderly  per- 
sons, free  from  all  disease  of  the  heart  and  lunes,  a  form  of  hemorrhage  arising  out 
of  minute  structural  alterations  in  the  terminsi  bloodvessels  of  the  lunsfi.  2.  That 
these  vascular  alterations  occur  in  persons  of  arthritic  diathesis  resembling  the  vas- 
cular alterations  found  in  oeteo-arthritic  articulations,  and  are  themselves  probably 
of  an  arthritic  nature.  3.  That  though  sometimes  reaching  to  a  fatal  issue,  it 
usually  subsides  without  the  supervention  of  any  coarse  anatomical  lesion  of  either 
heart  or  lungs.  4.  That  it  is  aggravated  or  maintained  by  the  administration  of 
astringents,  and  by  indulgence  in  liquids  to  gratify  the  thirst  caused  by  them.  5. 
That  the  best  treatment  is  diet  and  quiet,  cutting  off  the  supply  of  liquids,  quieting 
the  cough,  calomel  and  salines,  alkalies  and  iodide  of  potassium,  and  in  free  counter- 
irritation. — Medical  Press  and  Circular^  October  23, 1889. 

The  Active  Principles  op  Cunddbango.— The  bark  of  cundurango  contains 
three  active  substancen,  two  glycosides  and  a  resinous  substance.  Cundurangin  is  a 
mixture  of  the  glycosides,  which  coagulate,  like  albumen,  when  heated  to  4()^  C, 
and  which  separates  the  quasi  albumen  when  the  watery  solution  is  saturated  with 
salt.    In  hot  filtrated  decoctions,  cundurangin  cannot  be  detected. 

Cundurangin  is  a  poison  to  the  central  nervons  system.  In  small  doses  its  action 
shows  itself  in  a  decided  ataxic  gait,  similar  to  that  of  locomotor  ataxia.  In  larger 
doses  the  lower  extremities  lose  their  power,  and  the  animal  is  apt  to  fall  over  to  one 
or  the  other  side ;  finally,  it  becomes  unable  to  walk  at  all.  Cutaneous  and  tendon 
reBexes  are  increased.  In  still  larger  doses  the  state  of  irritation  is  followed  by  a 
panilytic  state.  The  animals  become  restless  and  suffer  from  clonic  oonvnlsions. 
Kven  during  the  paralytic  stage  the  reBexes  are  increased.  The  convulsions  ema- 
nate from  the  medulla  oblongata.  Cundurangin  acts  also  on  the  peripheral  nerves 
and  the  muscles,  as  their  electrical  irritability  is  at  first  increased  and  then  dimin- 
ished. Loss  of  appetite  and,  at  first,  increased  salivation  and  vomiting  were  con- 
stant symptoms  in  carnivorous  animals.  Glandular  secretion  is  everywhere  greater 
than  normal.  The  drug  does  not  seem  to  possess  much  action  on  the  heart  and 
bloodvessels;  the  vomiting  seemed  to  arise  from  the  action  on  the  central  nervous 
system.  Inacarnivorous  animals  the  fatal  dose  of  the  glycoside  is  0.02  gramme  per 
kilogramme ;  in  animals  living  on  grass,  about  three  times  that  quaniity  is  required. 
Autopsies  failed  to  show  any  lesion  in  the  central  nervous  system  in  cases  of  |K)ison- 
ing.—AUgem.  Med.  Genlr,  Zeitung,  76,  1889. 

Lead  Poison i no  from  Silk  Thread.— The  Sanitary  News  is  authority  for  the 
statement  that  silk  thread  is  soaked  in  acetate  of  lead  solution  to  increase  its  weight, 
and  that  those  who  pass  it  through  the  mouth  in  threading  needles  ttometimes  suffer 
from  lead  poisoning. — College  and  Clinical  Beeord,  November,  1889. 

Htbtbbical  Tbbmobs. — Bitot  in  considering  the  subject  of  tremors,  divides  those 
of  hysterical  origin  into  three  varieties :  1.  Such  as  are  of  a  trepidatory  form.  2. 
Vibratory.  3.  Intentional,  resembling  in  character  the  tremors  of  disseminated 
sclerosis. 

1.  TrepidaAory  tremors  are  habitually  localized  in  one  extremity,  especially  in  a 
lower  one,  and  consist  of  rhythmical  shocks  of  alternate  extension  and  flexion. 
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going  from  the  foot  to  the  leg,  from  the  leg  to  the  hip,  and  thence  to  the  pelvis.  It 
resembles  the  epileptoid  agitation  in  sclerosis  of  the  pyramidal  tracts  in  the  spinal 
cord,  differing  from  that  condition  only  by  the  absence  of  spasmodic  contracture  of 
the  mnscles.  They  often  cease  entirely  when  the  patient  is  in  the  horizontal  posi- 
tion, and  show  themselyes  only  when  in  the  sitting  or  standing  posture,  or  vicevtrza. 
Sometimes  they  last  for  a  long  time ;  in  other  cases  they  are  rapidly  cared  like  other 
hysterical  symptoms.  The  characteristic  symptoms  then  are:  In  the  horizontal 
position,  voluntary  motion  intact ;  the  muscles  neither  contracted  or  atrophied ; 
patellar  reflexes  normal ;  no  epileptoid  trepidation  when  raising  the  feet ;  but  as 
soon  as  the  patient  rises,  rapid  and  rhythmical  involuntary  twitchings  set  in.  The 
gait  is  hesitating  or  hopping  as  in  patients  suffering  from  spasmodic  tabes.  Shutting 
the  eyes  increases  the  instability.  When  sitting  the  tremors  are  lessened  though 
sUll  venr  manifest. 

2.^  Virralory  HytUrvcsal  Tremon. — These  consist  of  small,  short,  rhythmical  shocks, 
causing  in  the  extremities  short  vibratory  oscillations,  especially  in  the  arms.  In 
many  cases  they  show  themselves  best  when  the  patient  extends  the  arms  horizon- 
tally, and  cease  when  the  arms  hang  down  by  the  side  of  the  body.  They  do  not 
prevent  the  execution  of  voluntary  movements,  but  merely  cause  lack  of  precision 
m  delicate  manipulations.  They  are  variable  in  their  rhythm  and  amplitude,  and 
yield  sometimes  easily  to  the  magnet  or  to  electrization.  Hypnotism  has  cured 
several  cases.  Mental  emotions  are  frequently  supposed  to  give  rise  to  them. 
Traumatic  hysteria  is  not  so  well-known  as  it  should  he,  and  is  usually  described  by 
surgeons  as  reflex  tremors.  Toxic  and  dyscrasic  tremors  often  originate  in  the 
hysterical  character  of  the  patient. 

3  IniaUumal  hysterieai  tremors  are  only  produced  by  voluntary  movement**  and 
cease  as  soon  as  the  muscles  are  at  rest.  We  meet  such  tremors  in  multiple 
sclerosis,  in  some  cases  of  cervical  hypertrophic  meningitis,  and  in  focal  lesions  of 
the  cerebral  hemispheres ;  but  we  may  meet  them  also  under  the  sole  influence  of 
hysteria,  for  after  a  wrong  diagnosis' and  worse  treatment,  such  cases  have  been 
entirely  cured,  as  if  by  a  miracle,  after  the  application  of  a  magnet  Westphal  has 
published  two  cases  which  showed  during  life  all  the  symptoms  of  cerebro-spinal 
multiple  sclerosis,  and  still  the  autopsy  failed  to  show  any  appreciable  lesions  in  the 
central  nervous  systom.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  hysteria  may  also  be  the 
cause  of  the  intentional  tremors  developing  in  the  consequence  of  acute  febrile 
attacks  in  the  course  of  small-pox,  erysipelas,  and  typhoid.  The  same  may  be  the 
case  in  the  intentional  tremors  obeerved  after  acute  intoxications,  especially  if  mer- 
cnrial.— iVoyres  Med,,  37, 1889. 

Ptbodine. — Pyrodine  is  a  very  dangerous  antithermic,  reducing  the  tempera- 
ture for  twenty -four  hours,  which  then  gradually  rises  again,  and  the  pulse  becomes 
slower  and  harder,  the  urine  more  abundant  and  sometimes  albuminous.  Even  in 
such  small  doses  as  0.30  gtamme  it  causes  a  progressive  anemia,  which  may  last 
several  weeks.  When  a  patient  takes  from  0.50  gramme  for  two  or  four  days,  the 
anemia  may  be  accompanied  by  jaundice.  Ranvers  gave  to  a  young  girl,  aged 
fifteen  years,  0.20  of  pyrodine,  and  there  resulted  a  diminution  of  hemoglobin  to 
the  extent  of  43  per  cent.,  of  the  red  blood-corpuscles  to  50  per  cent.  On  the  seventh 
day  the  blood  contained  only  35  per  cent,  of  the  normal  quantity  of  hiemoglobin, 
and  the  red  blood-corpuscles  had  lost  their  power  of  agglutination  and  forming 
rouleaux,  passing  into  a  process  of  degeneration. — BttU,  Med.,  87, 1889. 

[Might  It  not  oe  desirable  to  institute  provings  of  pyrodine?  We  cannot  have 
too  many  remedies  for  pernicious  anaemia.  Pyrodine  may  be  suitable  even  in  some 
cases  of  leucocythemia,  when  the  cause  is  a  hiematic  deterioration.— S.  L.] 

The  Inflxtence  of  Dilution  on  the  Activity  of  the  Tubercular  Poison. 
— Hirschberser  has  demonstrated  that  tuberculous  cows  produce  in  more  than  50 
per  cent  of  the  cases  an  infected  milk,  possessed  of  v  inilent  properties.  Bollinger, 
of  Munich,  has  now  studied  the  infectivity  of  that  milk  as  sold  by  milkmen  to  their 
customers.  It  is  well  known  that  in  most  dairies  the  milk  is  collected  from  many 
niws,  and  put  in  a  large  vat,  from  which  it  is  transferred  to  cans  for  distribution. 
Bollinger  bought  milk  from  ten  different  milkmen,  and  injected  two  cubic  centi- 
metres of  each  of  the  samples  into  as  many  different  Guinea  pigs.  The  animals 
were  all  killbd  after  ^ve  or  six  weeks,  and  a  negative  result  followed.  He  then 
took  milk  from  tuberculous  cows,  und  diluted  the  same  with  water,  and  showed  that 
by  such  dilution  the  virulence  of  the  poison  was  much  diminished,  or  even  entirely 
lost    Vice  vermi,  he  found  that  the  eontiniud  use  of  infected  milk  is  dangerous,  especially 
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80  when  the  supply  comes  from  one  cow.  By  mixing  the  infections  milk  of  a  tnbercnlous 
cow  with  the  milk  of  a  healthy  one,  as  is  done  in  large  dairies,  the  danger  is  greatly 
lessened.  It  is  a  gcKxl  thing  for  infants  that  cow's  milk  be  diluted  before  it  is  intro- 
duced into  their  delicate  digestive  organs.  These  experiments  explode  the  super- 
stition that  babies  ought  to  be  fed  on  the  milk  of  one  cow. — AUgem.  Med,  Omir. 
Zeitung,  86,  1889. 

Urticaria  in  Children  — This  dermatosis,  so  savs  Comby,  of  Paris,  is  a  true 
toxaemia,  nature  throwing  upon  the  skin  poisonous  substances  elaborated  in  the  di- 
gestive tract.  Clinical  experieuce  demonstrates  that  this  urticaria  in  children 
always  bears  a  relation  to  transitory  or  permanent  digestive  disorders.  It  may  be 
excited  by  dentition,  as  in  some  children  who  are  attacked  by  it  at  the  eruption  of 
every  tooth.  Relapses  are  frequent ;  it  can  only  be  cured  by  careful  regulation  of 
the  food.  It  is  hardly  ever  met  with  in  children  who  are  nursed  by  the  mother. 
Bottle-fed  children  are  the  most  frequent  sufferers,  as  their  nurses  are  not  only  care- 
less in  cleansing  their  bottles,  but  also  in  the  preparation  of  their  food.  As  children 
grow  up,  all  spices  should  l>e  forbidden,  as  should  also  pork,  sea-fish,  lobsters,  etc. 
Often  the  disease  becomes  chronic,  lastmg  until  adolescence,  and  then  chanpces  to 
Hebra's  prurigo.  Cod-liver  oil  externally  applied  may  be  of  service  in  some  eases 
for  the  relief  of  the  terrible  itching  which  often  accompanies  urticaria. — BuUel. 
Med.,  85,  1889. 

[Comby  is  right ;  without  regulating  the  diet  all  treatment  must  fail.  We  would 
lead  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  arUimonium  erudtan  and  tariiiricum  ;  to  arsenieum 
in  chronic  cases,  especially  when  caused  by  eating  shell-fish ;  to  kreoaotumj  hovista 
and  Pulsatilla^  in  ca«&s  of  gastric  origin ;  and  especially  to  natrum  muriaticuni,  as  we 
have  found  such  children  especially  fond  of  eating  salt;  candy-eaters  may  be  bene- 
fited by  argentum  nitrieum.     But,  above  all  things^  regidate  the  diet.  -  S.  L.] 

SoMNAL. — Somnal  or  ethychloral  (CTHuClaOsN),  the  new  hypnotic,  differs  from 
chloral  urethran  by  the  addition  of  two  atoms  of  carbon  and  four  atoms  of  hydro- 
gen. It  fuses  at  42®,  and  is  not  affected  by  nitrate  of  silver  or  by  acids.  Raymond 
adopts  the  following  formula  for  the  dispensing  of  somnal :  Somnal,  10  grammes  ; 
distilled  water,  45  grammes;  syrup  of  strawberries,  20  grammes.  S.  A  table- 
spoonful  at  night.  In  about  a  half-hour  after  taking  the  dose  sleep  sets  in,  and 
continues  for  from  six  to  eight  hours.  The  drug  has  no  unpleasant  effects  on  diges- 
tion, pulse,  respiration  or  temperature. —  BttU.  Med.^  85, 1889. 

Suspension  in  the  Treatment  op  Nervous  Diseases. — Experiments  in  the 
treatment  of  nervous  diseases  other  than  locomotor  ataxia  by  suspension  have  been 
made  by  the  physicians  of  the  faculty  of  Nancy.  The  first  sitting  was  usually  of 
only  a  half-minute  duration,  although  in  many  cases  where  the  patient  was  of  thin 
build  it  could  be  prolonged  to  five  minutes.  When  the  patient  could  carry  on  a 
conversation  during  the  suspension  it  was  considered  that  the  head-gear  was  prop- 
erly arranged.  Some  incidental  effects  of  the  suspension  were  occasionally  noticed. 
Thus  one  ataxic  had  vertigo,  and  begged  to  be  let  down ;  another  was  seized  with 
fainting;  a  paraplegic  suffered  from  contractions  of  both  upper  and  lower  extremi- 
ties, which  ceased  on  his  being  let  down  ;  a  very  stout  woman  alwavs  complained 
of  intense  congestion  of  the  face,  headache,  and  lumbar  pain«,  and  these  symptoms 
sometimes  lasted  for  a  whole  day  after  the  suspension.  Contra-indications  to  sus- 
pension are  ansemia,  obesity,  oedema,  pulmonary  emphysema,  atheroma,  and  cardiac 
disease.  The  conditions  in  which  it  was  trieil  in  these  experiments  were  tabes  dor- 
salis,  difiTuse  myelitis,  spasmodic  paraplegia,  diverse  neuralgis,  traumatic  neuroses, 
athetosis,  hypochondriasis,  hysteria,  neurasthenia,  and  incontinence  of  urine.  In 
tabes  the  results  were  temporarily  beneficial,  but  none  of  the  patients  recovered  the 
patellar  tendon  reffexes,  and  the  Argyll-Robertson  pupil  persisted.  All  the  patients 
with  diffuse  myelitis  were  benefited;  but  the  treatment  failed  utterly  in  athetosis. 
In  neuroses  and  neuralgise  it  is  certainly  worthy  of  trial,  as  two-thirds  of  these 
cases  in  which  it  was  tried  were  greatly  benefited  by  it.  It  failed  in  hypochondriasis. 
Suspension  has  relieved  or  entirely  removed  :  1.  The  pains  in  tabes,  difiTuse  mye- 
litb*,  neurulgiee.  and  muscular  rheumatism.  2.  Ansesthesise  or  abnormal  sensations. 
3.  The  motor  symptoms,  as  the  ataxia  in  tabes ;  the  paresis  and  spasmodic  symp- 
toms in  spajttic  paralysis  or  hysterical  contractures.  4.  Paresis  of  the  sphincters 
and  idiopathic  nocturnal  enuresis.  5.  General  symptoms,  as  impotence,  spermator- 
rhoea, nocturnal  seminal  emissions,  and  priapism.  6.  Cerebral  or  psychical  symp- 
toms, as  night  terrors,  fear  of  lightning,  sensation  of  falling  down  from  a  height. — 
Progrea  Med.,  44, 1889. 
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SusPEMBiON  IN  Locomotor  Ataxia. — Lnmbroso,  of  Leghorn,  Italy,  in  order  to 
determine  the  physiological  effects  of  BuspenRionon  the  Rpinal  cord,  instituted  some 
experiments  on  animals.  Rabbits  were  exposed  to  mild  and  severe  suspension. 
Some  of  those  in  which  severe  suspension  was  tried  succumbed  at  the  tenth  sitting. 
At  the  autopsies  he  found  hypersemia  and  small  htemorrhages  all  through  the  spinal 
cord,  especially  in  the  cervical  region.  The  microscope  revealed  slight  bloody  ex- 
travasations in  the  gray  substances  near  the  central  canal,  and  general  hypersemia' 
throughout  the  entire  nervous  system.  The  rabbits  submitted  to  mild  suspension 
did  not  die,  but,  when  killed,  did  not  exhibit  anything  abnormal  in  the  nervous 
centres.  These  results  (bearing  in  mind  the  difference  between  human  beings  and 
rabbits,  and  at  the  same  time  the  difference  between  a  healthy  and  a  morbid  spinal 
cord)  demonstrate  that  suspension,  by  causing  a  hyperemia  of  the  nervous  system, 
may  favorably  influence  morbid  jirocesses,  but  they  also  show  the  danger  of  making 
the  traction  too  strong. — >emaine  Med.^  46,  1889. 

The  Fatality  of  Measles. — Sevestre,  at  his  clinic  on  diseases  of  children, 
speaks  .*igainst  the  prevalent  idea  that  measles  is  not  a  dangerous  diseane.  There 
died  in  Paris  during  1887,  1769  cases  of  diphtheria  and  1674  of  measles,  while 
scarlatina  and  whooping-cough  claimed  respectively  only  232  and  429  victims.  He 
has  found  measles  especially  dangerous  between  the  second  and  third  years  of  life ; 
the  infecting  agent  is  especially  active  during  the  period  preceding  the  eruption. — 
SemaineMed^  42,  1889. 

[Hufeland  more  than  half  a  century  ago  taught  that  many  deaths  from  pulmonary 
phthisis  late  in  life  result  indirectly  from  measles. — S.  L.] 

Actinomycosis, — Dr.  Julius  Fessler,  of  Munich,  gives  the  following  character- 
istics of  actinomycosis : 

1.  A  stubborn,  torpid  course  of  the  swelling,  without  fever  or  marked  pain. 

2.  A  marked  stretching  and  hardness  of  the  affected  region. 

3.  When  the  process  is  situated  on  or  in  a  bone,  the  soft  parts  become  tightly 
adherent  to  it  by  means  of  firm,  cord-like  tissue. 

4.  After  the  lapse  of  weeks  or  months,  superficial,  circumscribed  breaking  down 
occurs,  with  discharge  of  the  bi:oken-down  tissues  externally,  without  violent  symp- 
toms. 

5.  The  discharge  consists  of  a  scanty,  blood-tinged  serum,  in  which  it  is  possible 
to  demonstrate  the  presence  of  gland  d^ris, 

6.  Healing  of  the  point  of  exit  occurs  rapidly,  the  whole  swelling  decreases 
slightly  in  size,  but  increases  again  in  a  few  weeks. 

7.  Extensive  breaking  down  only  occurs  late. — MoTiaish.  fur  prakL  Dermatol*,  Bd. 
9,  No.  8,  1889. 

Lupus  Treated  with  Ice.— Klaus  Hanssen  (Med.  Revue)  reports  the  case  of  a 
woman  treated  for  a  long  time  for  lupus  of  the  lower  lip  by  means  of  caustic  appli- 
cationsj  scraping  with  the  sharp  spoon,  etc.  A  cure  was  not  affected ;  on  the  con- 
trary, new  lupus  nodules  developed  in  the  surrounding  tissue.  At  the  same  time  so 
high  a  degree  of  sensibility  took  place  in  the  affected  parts  that  the  slightest  irrita- 
tion, even  the  application  of  iodoform,  caused  such  severe  and  long-continued  pain 
that  even  cocaine  was  powerless  to  relieve  it. 

The  author  now  applied  ice,  as  recommended  by  Gerhardt,  with  the  result  that 
within  three  days  the  pain  was  entirely  relieved,  and  after  the  lapse  of  several 
weeks  a  complete  cure  resulted,  which  suffered  no  relapse  after  three  months. — 
Joum  of  Oulan.  and  Genilo-ur.  DU,,  November,  1889. 

Syphilis  of  the  Heart. — In  a  recent  article,  Mauriac  gives  a  r^mi  of  the 
facts  known  about  syphilis  attacking  the  heart.  He  considers  such  complications 
a-s  among  the  rarer  manifestations  of  visceral  syphilis.  It  develo|)s,  on  an  average, 
about  ten  years  after  infection,  being  a  tertiary  form;  the  heart  muscle  is  oftenest 
affected.  The  endocardium  is  oftener  the  site  of  the  lesions  than  the  pericardium. 
It  is  peculiar  that  the  valves  generally  remain  normal  in  the  majority  of  cases. 
The  lesion  is  usually  a  localized  interstitial  myocarditis,  which  does  not  manifest 
any  markeil  differences  from  other  inflammations,  and  is  to  be  differentiated  from 
the  deposition  of  typical  solitary  or  miliary  gummata,  although  both  forms  of  disease 
may  co-exist.  The  gummata  mav  break  down  and  rupture  into  the  heart  cavity, 
as  Oppolzer  has  ob^rved.  Sypfiilitic  disease  of  the  heart  is  frequently  accom- 
panied by  a  periarteritis  of  the  cardiac  vessels. 
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The  clinical  picture  presented  by  the  dineiise  Taries  very  much,  and  its  diagnoeis 
muat  almost  always  rest  upon  the  previous  history  and  the  development  of  other 
syphilitic  manifestations.  In  a  few  cases  the  results  of  treatment  will  prove  the 
correctness  of  the  diafl^nosis.  The  course  of  cardiac  syphilis  is  usually  insidious; 
its  duration  is  uncertain,  and  death  frequently  occurs  suddenly. 
•  According  to  Mauriac,  the  prognosis  is  exceedingly  unfavorable,  as  almost  all 
cases  terminate  fatallv.  He,  however,  suggests  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  mild 
cases  occurring  which  escape  diagnosis,  while  those  in  which  death  occurs  the 
diagnosis  is  made  certain  by  the  autopsy. 

In  the  cases  collected  by  Mauriac,  death  occurred  suddenly  in  50  per  cent.^  Sud- 
den dyspnoea,  coma,  asystole,  albuminuria,  gangrene,  and  diseases  of  the  brain,  are 
the  consequences  of  cardiac  syphilis. — Anhiv.  Jur  Dermatol,  und  SyphiUSf  Heft.  4, 
1889. 

The  Treatxxkt  of  Scarlet  Fbver  by  Chloral  Hydrate.-^.  C.  Wilson, 
MedioalNemf  December  14, 1889,  recommends,  on  account  of  a  personal  experience 
extending  over  seven  years,  the  use  of  chloral  hydrate  in  the  treatment  of  scarlet 
fever;  it  is  administered  as  follows:  Chloralis,  gr.  xxx;  syrup  lactucarii  (Auber- 
gier)  and  water,  each  Jjss.— M.  A  teaspoonful  in  iced  water  given  every  two, 
three  or  four  hours,  with  the  administration  of  nourishment  immediately  after  the 
medicine;  the  object  being  to  keep  the  patient  in  a  condition  of  light  repose. 
The  doctor  has  found  the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever  by  chloral  hydrate  without  the 
use  of  other  drugs  has  yielded  satisfactory  results.  2.  The  chief  rd(f  of  chloral  in 
the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever  is  that  of  a  se<lative  to  the  cerebral  centres ;  it  ap- 
pearing to  antagonise  certain  exciting  toxic  principles  formed  within  the  organism 
during  the  course  of  the  disease.  3  Chloralis  also  useful  on  account  of  its  anti- 
septic properties  (a)  upon  the  throat;  ib)  upon  the  kidneys;  (c)  to  a  slight  extent 
upon  the  fluids  of  the  organism  at  large.  4.  The  elimination  of  chloral  by  the 
kidneys  and  its  diuretic  effect  render  it  especially  useful  in  the  treatment  of  scarlet 
fever. 

DiiTRRTic  Action  ofChihaphila  Umbellata. — Abet  has  treated  eleven  cases 
of  cardiac  disease  in  which  there  were  more  or  less  oedema  and  considerable  dvspnoea, 
with  a  watery  infusion  of  an  alcoholic  extract  of  chimaphila  umbellata,  and  m  ten 
of  the  same,  with  decidedly  beneficial  results.  Diur&sis  began  as  early  as  the  second 
day  of  the  administration  of  the  drua;.  The  daily  amount  of  urine  discharged 
sometimes  rea(*hed  five  litres.  After  the  disappearance  of  the  oedema,  the  quantity 
of  urine  excreted  sank  to  the  normal.  The  drug  exerted  no  effect  on  the  heart — 
BuU.  Qen.  de  Therap,  64, 1889. 

[The  above  verifies  an  observation  made  by  Dr.  S.  A.  Jones,  in  the  American 
OoBerver,  xii.,  300.  A  patient  with  ascites  took  a  strong  infusion  of  the  plant;  on 
the  following  night  he  voided  more  urine  than  he  had  in  all  the  previous  seventy- 
two  hours  put  together.  The  color  of  the  urine  changed  from  tnat  of  brick  dust 
to  the  exact  hue  of  the  infusion  drank.  A  young  man  who  had  taken  a  pint  of  the 
infusion  had  his  sleep  disturbed  by  constant  calls  to  make  water. — S.  L.] 
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A  Simple  Remedy  for  Coccyoodynia. — Parvin  claims  that  in  many  cases  of 
coccygodynia  the  hvpodermic  injection  of  warm  water  will  be  followed  by  great 
relief. — OoUege  and  (flinioal  Beeoid,  November,  1889. 

A  Cube  for  Sterility. — In  cases  of  sterility  dependent  upon  excessive  acidity 
of  the  vaginal  secretions,  Parvin  recommends  the  use  of  the  following  injection  just 
defore  copulation : 

K.  Sodii  bicarb., gr.  xij. 

Glycerine, 9M. 

Aqu«  desdllat., fj  iv.— M. 

--CoUege  and  Clinical  Record^  November,  1889. 
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pRXMATURB  Labob  Ikduced  BY  IODOFORM  Tampons.— Cheneviere  introduced 
the  following  method  in  three  castee  of  induced  labor :  The  vagina  being  thor- 
oughly disinfected,  the  cervix  was  brought  into  the  lumen  of  the  speculum  and  the 
anterior  lif>  held  with  a  pair  of  forceps.  About  twenty  small  iodoformed  tampons 
were  then  introduced  into  the  cervix  as  high  up  as  possible.  After  this,  a  laive 
tampon  saturated  with  a  carbolized  solution  was  introduced  into  the  vagina.  In 
onecaML  one  tamponing  was  sufficient  in  the  course  of  fourteen  hours  to  brine  on 
labcir.  In  both  the  others  it  was  necessary  to  renew  the  tampons,  or  rather  others 
were  pushed  in  after  them,  whereupon  the  labor  came  on.  From  one  patient  a 
cluster  of  the  tampons  were  expelled  the  next  dav  after  the  confinement.  This 
might  have  been  prevented  if  the  operator  had  used,  instead  of  a  number  of  tam- 
pons, but  one  long  strip  of  iodoform  gauze. — OentrablaU  fur  Oyndkologief  October 
26,  1889. 

The  Tkbatmentof  £Nix>METRrns. — Dr.  Paul  F.  Munde  employs  the  follow- 
ing treatment  in  endometritis  with  hyperplasia  of  the  mucous  membrane :  After 
dilatine  the  cervix  when  it  is  necessary,  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  is  thoroughly 
mopped  with  a  50  per  cent,  solution  of  sine  chloride,  the  applicator  being  intro- 
duoeu  several  times,  that  none  of  the  endometrium  escape  cauterization.  The 
uterine  cavity  is  then  plugged  with  cotton  smeared  with  vaseline,  and  an  iodoform 
tampon  is  placed  under  the  cervix.  The  patient  is  put  to  bed  with  an  ice-bag  over 
the  hypogastrinm.  After  two  days  she  is  allowed  to  get  up,  the  tampons  are  re- 
moved and  douches  of  2  per  cent  carbolized  water  given  twice  daily.  After  the 
sloughs  have  separated  from  the  endometrium,  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  another  ap- 
plication of  chloride  of  zinc  is  made  to  the  cavity.  The  carbolized  douches  are 
continued,  and  when  the  discharge  lessens  somewhat  in  amount,  gelatine-coated 
pencils,  containing  five  grains  each  of  iodoform  and  alum,  are  inserted  into  the 
uterus. — Annak  (jf  Qynacologyf  November,  1889. 

Infantile  Menstruation.-— Dr.  J.  A.  Dickey  reports  a  case  of  a  child,  now 
two  years  of  age,  found  in  the  mountains  of  Virginia,  who  commenced  menstruat- 
ing at  the  second  month,  and  has  continued  regularly  ever  since.  The  mammary 
glands  are  largely  developed  and  the  hair,  half  an  inch  long,  covers  the  roons  vene- 
ris. She  possesses  the  shame  and  bashfulness  of  a  young  lady,  and  will  not  permit 
the  hands  in  proximity  to  the  mammary  glands. — American  Medical  Jawmalf  No- 
vember, 1889. 

Contribution  to  the  Study  of  the  Pathogenesis  of  the  Aijbuminuria 
AND  Eclampsia  OF  Preonangy.— Dr.  Emile  Blanc  says:  "At  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1889  we  found  in  the  urine  of  eclamptic  women  a  microbe  with  intense  and 
well-defined  pathognetic  efifects.  During  the  course  of  the  summer  we  went  on 
with  these  researches,  and  extended  them  to  the  albuminuria  of  pregnancy,  which 
seemed  in  some  cases  to  have  a  microbe  origin.  In  these  women  with  albuminuria 
w  well  as  in  the  eclamptics,  we  have  examined  and  cultivated  the  blood  and  urine. 
With  the  fertile  cultures  of  these  liquids  we  have  made  a  series  of  inoculations  in 
fourteen  rabbits,  four  of  which  were  in  a  condition  of  gestation."  In  the  albumi- 
nuria of  pregnancy  they  found  different  species  of  micro-organisms,  but  he  refers 
to  only  two.  1.  Several  varieties  of  cocci,  and,  2,  a  slender  bacillus,  regular, 
short,  and  having  a  length  of  one  to  three  times  its  breadth.  With  cultures  from 
these  micro-organisms,  they  inoculated  by  intra- venous  injections  only  non -pregnant 
rabbits.  The  cocci  had  no  very  marked  pathological  effect,  but  cultures  from  the 
bacilli  sometimes  caused  speedy  death,  and  sometimes  grave  symptoms  of  defective 
nutrition,  lowering  of  temperature  and  paraplegia,  accompanied  by  albuminuria. 
In  two  or  three  cases  there  was  swelling  and  gangrene  at  tne  points  of  inoculation 
with  general  symptoms.  In  urine  from  eclamptic  women  they  were  able  to  demon- 
strate the  presence  of  an  elongated  coccus  or  rather  short  bacillus.  In  one  case 
a  non-pregnant  rabbit  injected  with  cultures  of  these,  developed  anuria,  albuminu- 
ria and  prostration,  resulting  in  death.  Some  pregnant  rabbits  placed  in  a  box 
which  had^  held  several  inoculated  animals,  and  in  which  two  had  died,  developed 
albuminuria,  and  dropped  their  young.  Still  others  which  were  inoculated  ex- 
hibited convulsive  phenomena  and  intense  albuminuria,  followed  by  death. — OunO' 
dian  PractUianer,  December  2, 1889. 

The  Abortive  Treatment  of  Acute  Pelvic  Inflammations. — Virgil  O. 
Hardon,  M.D.,  believing  that  pelvic  inflammations  are  almost  universally  depen- 
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deQt  upon  diseased  conditions  of  the  uterine  appendages — ovaries  and  tubes — and 
that  the  proper  treatment  is  removal  of  these  organs,  when  diseased,  by  laparotomy, 
recognizes  the  impracticability  of  always  adopting  this  line  of  treatment.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  patient  may  render  it  impossible.  Secondly,  the  gravity  of  the 
disesi^e,  to  their  minds,  does  not  justify  such  an  operation.  Again,  the  height  of  an 
acute  inflammatory  attack  is  not  the  period  of  election  for  the  operation.  For 
these  cases  he  recommends  the  following  treatment:  In  acute  cellulitis  where  there 
is  the  boggy,  cpdematous  feeling  of  the  roof  of  the  vagina,  either  at  the  sides  of  or 
behind  the  uterus,  or  in  any  number  of  these  localities,  he  withdraws  from  the  cel- 
lular tissue  the  effusion,  by  means  of  the  aspirator.  The  patient  is  placed  in  the 
dorsal  position,  with  thd  1^  flexed,  and  with  the  vagina,  hands  and  instmments  ren- 
dered aseptic,  the  finger  is  introduced  into  the  vagina  to  locate  the  effusion  and  guide 
the  aspirating  needle.  The  ordinary  exploring  aspirator  needle  is  then  thrust  into 
the  cellular  tissue  to  a  distance  of  half  an  inch,  ana  the  piston  withdrawn  until  the 
fluid,  which  is  bloody  serum,  ceases  to  flow ;  this  is  repeated  until  the  swelling  and 
oedema  have  disappeared — usually,  three  punctures  on  the  sides,  and  one  or  two 
behind  the  uterus  The  pain  is  not  severe,  and  an  ansesthetic  is  seldom  necessary. 
The  relief  is  immediate.  The  second  form  of  inflammation,  pelvic  peritonitis,  he 
treatK  by  active  catharsis,  as  soon  as  thedisesse  is  recognized,  beginning  with  tea- 
spoonful  doses  of  Epsom  salt*^  every  hour,  dissolved  in  as  hot  water  as  can  be 
swallowed,  until  watery  stools  are  induced.  From  five  to  eight  doses  are  usually 
necessary.  If  the  patient  has  previously  taken  opiates  to  relieve  pain,  a  larger 
number  of  doses  is  required.  As  soon  as  watery  stools  are  induced,  the  pain  is  re- 
lieved, and  the  pulse  and  temperature  begin  to  decline. — Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgi- 
eat  Journal^  December,  1889. 

Iodoform  Gauze  in  Post-partum  Hjemorrhagb.— Dr.  O.  Piering,  assistant 
in  Prof.  Schauta's  obstetric  clinic  in  Prague,  has  published  his  experience  in  the 
employment  of  Diihrssen's  plan  of  plugging  the  uterus  with  iodoform  gauze  for 
post-partum  haemorrhage  due  to  an  atonic  condition  of  the  organ. 

Duhrssen  recommends  that,  when  post-partum  hsemorrhage  comes  on,  the  blad- 
der should  be  emptied,  and  forcible  friction,  intra-uterine  irrigation  with  hot  or 
cold  water,  and  hypodermatics  of  ergotin  employed  ;  that  if  the  hsemorrhasre 
still  continues,  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  should  be  filled  with  iodoform  gauze,  the 
irritation  produced  by  this  setting  up  active  and  permanent  contraction.  The 
method  has,  according  to  Duhrssen,  the  advantages  of  great  certainty,  complete 
harmlessness  and  facility  in  its  performance. 

Olshausen,  Veit,  and  Tehling,  however,  say  that  the  contraction  set  up  is  not  al- 
ways permanent,  and  that  the  method  is  not  so  free  from  danger  as  Diihrssen  be- 
lieves. 

In  consequence  of  these  conflicting  views,  Dr.  Piering  resolved  to  give  the 
method  a  trial,  and  he  has  recently  detailed  several  cases  in  which  it  was  employed 
with  complete  success.  In  no  case  was  harm  done  by  it.  He  advises  that  resort  to 
the  plug  should  not  be  too  long  delayed,  and  prophesies  an  important  future  for 
iodoform  gauze  in  post-partum  haemorrhage. — Lancet,  November  9,  1889. 
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Extraction  of  Iron  Fragments  from  the  Vitreous  with  the  Magnet. — 
Dr.  F.  C.  Hotz,  of  Chicago,  states  that  the  presence  of  iron  in  the  vitreous  alone  is  not 
a  sufficient  indication  for  this  operation ;  oesides  being  convinced  the  foreign  body 
is  in  the  vitreous,  we  must  also  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  after  the  removal 
of  the  iron  the  eye  will  recover,  if  not  any  vision,  at  least  such  a  good  condition 
that  its  preservation  is  an  object  to  the  patient,  and  that  it  will  not  become  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  other  eye.  Consequently,  he  does  not  consider  the  opera- 
tion applicable  to  cases  where  the  eye  has  been  so  extensively  wounded  that,  foreign 
body  or  no  foreign  body,  the  lesion  itself  will  necessarily  cause  complete  atrophy 
of  tiie  eyeball ;  nor  is  it  applicable  to  eyes  in  which  the  irido-choroiditis,  incited  by 
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the  foreign  bodv,  in  so  far  advanced 'that  the  unavoidable  resnlt  will  be  an  irritable 
and  dangerous  stump,  even  if  the  magnet  operation  be  successful. 

The  degree  and  extent  of  the  traumatic  inflammation  has  to  decide  the  question 
whether  or  not  the  magnet  can  be  employed  with  advantage,  and  to  the  benefit  of 
the  patient  The  best  result,  of  course,  is  promised  by  those  eyes  which  show  little 
or  no  inflammation,  either  because  thev  are  seen  very  soon  after  the  accident,  or 
because  the  eye  has  shown  an  unusual  degree  of  tolerance  to  the  foreign  body. 
The  last  of  the  three  cases  reported  in  the  article,  although  in  it  the  magnet  failed 
to  extract,  is  instructive,  as  showing  a  cause  for  failure  in  this  operation.  A  horse- 
shoer,  one  week  before  presenting  himself,  received  a  fine  piece  of  steel  in  his  right 
eve — dimness  of  sight,  pain  and  inflammation,  appeared  first,  two  days  later.  Ex- 
amination showed :  pericorneal  injection  ;  a  minute  scar  at  the  temporal  sclero- 
comeal  junction ;  pupil  dilated  by  atropine ;  lens  clear;  vitreous  hazy,  bnt  still  per- 
mitting a  bright,  shining  body  to  be  located  in  its  temporal  section  a  little  above 
the  horizontal  line.  Tn.,  V-fingers  at  one  foot.  Cocaine  ineflective;  under  chloro- 
form a  meridional  incision  was  made,  two  and  a  half  millimetres  long,  between  the 
rectus  eztemus  and  inferior;  a  Gruening^s  magnet  was  introduced  in  the  direction 
where  the  foreign  body  had  been  located  by  the  ophthalmoscope.  This  whole  re- 
gion was  most  carefullv  explored,  but  without  result,  although  twelve  different  trials 
were  made.  The  ball  being  then  enucleated,  and  opened,  the  steel  was  found  as 
located  by  the  ophthalmoscope,  three  millimetres  from  the  retina.  The  magnet 
was  now  reintroduced,  as  in  the  operation,  when  as  it  approached  within  one  milli- 
metre of  the  steel,  the  latter  was  seen  to  jump  towards  and  cling  to  the  point  of  the 
magnet,  and  when  the  magnet  was  slowly  withdrawn,  the  scale  followed  it  till  it 
had  moved  about  two  to  three  millimetres  from  its  position,  when  it  suddenly 
sprang  back,  as  if  jerked  by  an  elastic  string.  On  finally  removing  the  steel  with 
forceps,  the  fibrinous  bands  surrounding  it  were  found  so  firm  as  to  drag  a  f)ortion 
of  the  vitreous  with  it,  this  clearly  explaining  the  inability  of  the  magnet  to  draw 
it  from  its  position.—^m.  Journal  Ophihal.^  September,  1889. 

Epilepsy,  Chorea  and  the  Ete-Muscles. — The  commission  appointed  by  the 
New  York  Neurological  Society  to  investigate  the  relation  of  the  insufficiency  of 
the  ocular  muscles  to  chorea  aiid  epilepsy,  made  its  report  in  November  last,  and 
after  an  animated  discussion,  which  was  continued  at  the  December  meeting,  the 
report  was  adopted. 

In  a  paper  by  Dr.  George  T.  Stevens,  published  a  few  years  ago,  it  was  asserted 
that  about  50  per  cent,  of  epileptics  were  relieved  of  their  attacks  by  the  treatment 
of  insufficiencies  of  the  ocular  muscles.  Dr.  Stevens  has  since  then  obtained  some 
confident  and  aggressive  followers,  and,  consequently,  considerable  attention  has  been 
attracted  to  his  method.  The  committee  appointed  to  test  the  validity  of  Dr. 
Stevens's  statements  worked  in  co-operation  with  the  doctor,  and  having  found  a 
suitable  case  of  idiopathic  epilepsy  or  chronic  chorea,  had  the  patient  examined 
separately  by  two  of  its  neurological  members  and  a  full  history  taken.  The  patient 
was  then  sent  to  Dr.  Stevens  and  examined  by  that  gentleman.  If  acceptable,  fur- 
ther eye  examinations  were  made  again  by  one  of  the  ophthalmologists  of  the  com- 
mission. Each  patient,  therefore,  went  through  four  separate  examinations  before 
treatment  was  begun.  Records  were  then  kept  of  operations  performed,  and  of  the 
progress  of  the  case.  Twenty-eight  patients  were  thus  examined  and  put  under 
treatment,  but,  for  various  reasons,  four  were  withdrawn.  Fourteen,  however,  were 
treated  continuously  for  over  four  months,  and,  in  some  instances,  over  two  years. 
Nine  of  these  cases  were  of  epilepsy  ;  five  of  chronic  chorea.  Three  of  the  cases 
of  epilepsy  and  three  of  chorea  were  improved.  None  were  entirely  and  com- 
pletely cured,  although  two  of  the  cases  of  chorea  seem  to  have  become  practicallv 
well.  None  of  the  cases  of  epilepsy  were  cured  or  even  strikingly  improved,  thougn 
as  to  this  latter  point  there  «eems  to  be  some  difference  of  opinion.  The  commis- 
sion, in  their  conclusions,  state  that  they  cannot  recommend  a  treatment  of  ocular 
muscles  in  cases  of  epilepsy  and  chorea  as  the  sole  therapeutic  measure,  or  as  a 
curative  measure.  This  conclusion  does  not  deny  to  oculo-muscular  treatment  all 
value,  but  it  is  evident,  from  a  perusal  of  the  discussion,  that  the  members  do  not 
attach  very  much  importance  to  it.  Although  the  extravagance  of  Dr.  Stevens's 
claim  is  thus  shown,  it  was  certainly  a  most  courageous  act  on  his  part  to  put  his 
method  to  so  exacting  a  t^t,  and  argues  an  honest  conviction  on  his  part  in  the  truth 
of  his  own  views.  The  exact  importance  of  functional  eye  disturbances  in  the  pro- 
duction of  morbid  svmptoms  and  the  pathogeny  of  disease,  time  will  determine  defi- 
nitely.—^, r.  Medical  Becord,  December  21, 1889. 
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Relative  Importance  of  Refeactivb  and  Mdbcdlar  E&bobs  in  the 
Causation  of  Headache. — A  paper  bj  Dr.  F  W.  Marlow,  upon  this  subject,  is 
based  upon  the  records  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  occurring  in  private  prac- 
tice. Headache  is  perhaps  the  most  common  nervous  sjmptom  attributed  to  ocular 
roal-adjustment,  but  is  far  from  being  the  only  one,  and  in  many  of  the  cases  in 
which  headaches  are  noted  as  being  absent,  other  nervous  symptoms  are  present, 
dizEiness  coming  next  in  frequency  to  headaches ;  othersymptoms  being  nausea  upon 
the  use  of  the  eyes,  twitching  of  the  eyelids,  slight  genera]  choreic  movements, 
rapid  exhaustion  npon  exertion  of  any  kind,  and  insomnia.  As  a  result  of  a  review 
of  his  cases,  the  author  comes  to  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  That  headaches  are  frequently  the  result  of  refractive  errors  and  muscular  in- 
sufficiencies. 

2.  That  refractive  error  is  a  more  ecmmtm  factor  in  the  prodnction  of  headache 
than  muscular  error. 

3.  That  muscular  error  is  more  eerUUnio  produce  headache  than  refractive  error. 
4   That  astigmatism  is  the  most  common  and  powerful  refractive  factor  in  the 

production  of  headaches,  and,  of  the  different  forms  of  astigmatism,  compound 
nyperopic  astigmatism  is  the  most  important  in  this  regard. 

5.  That  insufficiency  of  the  superior  and  inferior  recti,  either  simple  or  com- 
plicated with  insufficiency  of  the  lateral  muscles,  is  a  common  form  of  muscular 
error. 

6.  That  error  in  the  vertical  movements  is  more  certain  to  produce  headache 
than  any  other  form  of  mnscular  or  refractive  error. 

7.  That  a  combination  of  vertical  muscular  error  with  astigmatism  is  the  most 
powerful  cause  of  ocular  headaches. — Ophthalmic  Review,  December,  1889. 

On  Some  Relations  Between  the  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  the  Eye. — 
Statistics  prove  that  in  about  one-half  the  cases  of  epiphora,  the  symptoms  are  caused 
h\  some  stricture  or  affection  in  the  canal  iculi  or  lachrymal  sac  In  about  one- 
third  of  the  cases,  there  is  no  stricture,  the  lachrymal  sac  being  most  afiected.  The 
first  class  of  cases  is  amenable  to  the  usual  methods  of  treatment,  the  probe,  etc., 
but  in  the  latter,  the  epiphora  returns  again  and  again,  simply  because  the  seat  of 
the  disease  is  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  and  until  we  cure  this  we  cannot 
prevent  the  inflammation  from  spreading  to  the  nasal  duct  and  obstructing  the  free 
passage  of  the  tears.  Nearly  all  persons  who  are  subject  to  chronic  hypertrophic 
rhinitis,  suffer  from  epiphora.  Dr.  Gruhn  (CentralblaUjZr  Augenheilkunde,  88)  found 
that  out  of  thirty-eight  cases  of  blenorrhoea  of  the  sac  or  mucocele,  the  nose  was 
affected  in  thirty-six.  Dr.  Kruch  {Annali  di  Ophthal,  87),  reports  that  out  of  thirty- 
five  cane*  the  nose  was  afiected  in  thirty.  In  phlyctemdar  eonjunctimtiM  and  keratitis 
the  attack  will  not  often  vield,  or  will  repeat  itself  indefinitely,  until  the  commonly 
accompanying  rhinitis  is  cured.  Nieden  (Arehiv  Augenheilkunde)  thinks  that 
otoena  \b  partly  due  to  a  closure  of  the  nasal  duct,  and  that  thus  the  tears  cannot 
enter  and  moisten  the  nasal  mucous  membrane.  Ziem  (AUge,  Med,  GerUral,  Zeitung^ 
86)  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  most  cases  of  gi^anular  tide,  there  is  also 
rhinitis.  The  writer,  as  well  as  Gruning,  Ziem,  Bettman  and  Maxwell,  report 
cases  in  which  muscular  asthenopia  and  recurrent  enlargement  of  the  conjunetiwd  vessels 
were  found  dependent  upon  a  hypertrophic  rhinitis ;  as,  when  these  conditions  had 
stubbornly  resisted  all  other  forms  of  treatment,  they  promptly  disappeared  upon 
the  cure  of  the  nasal  disorder.  Ziem  Woakes  and  others,  have  proved  that  some 
cases  of  hypertrophic  rhinitis,  and  also  empyema  of  the  maxillary  sinus,  can  give 
rise  to  sdniillating  scotomata,  amblyopia^  contracted  field  of  vision  and  glaucoma  ;  and 
dimness  of  vision  and  contraction  of  the  visual  field,  have  also  been  observed  aAer 
the  application  of  the  galvano-cantery  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose. — Dr. 
Adolph  Bronner,  in  Journal  of  Laryngology  and  Rhinology,  Amer,  Edition,  December, 
1889. 

Importance  of  Examining  the  Ears  in  Tboublbbome  Coughs.— Dr.  Alfred 
0.  Palmer,  in  a  paper  before  the  Medical  Society  of  North  Carolina,  calls  attention 
to  the  frequency  of  aural  inflammation  and  irritation,  as  an  unrecognised  cause  of 
troublesome  coughs.  Since,  anatomically,  we  are  able  to  trace  a  direct  connection 
between  the  tympanum  and  larynx  first  through  Jacob5)on*s  nerve  to  the  petrous 
ganglion  of  the  gloaso-pharyngeal,  then  through  this  and  its  connecting  fibres,  where 
they  exist,  into  the  pnenmogastric  and  its  branch,  the  superior  laryngeal,  to  the 
whole  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  superior  part  of  the  larynx,  ii  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  should  irritating  influences  exist  in  the  tympanum,  there  must  nee- 
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cwarilj  be  some  manifestation  at  the  other  end  of  the  connection.  This  influence 
might  not  be  evident,  were  it  not  true  that  the  superior  laryngeal  terminates  in  so 
sensitive  a  membrane,  made  so  by  its  own  presence  ;  hence  many  of  the  trouble- 
some hacking  coughs  which  we  are  so  prone  to  attribute  to  reflex  stomach  troubles 
(dyspeptic  coughs),  sub-acute  laryngitis,  bad  colds  and  the  like,  are  directly  due  to 
a  disturbance  of  one  kind  or  another  in  the  ears,  and  that  where  these  cases  come 
under  our  observation,  we  will  often  reach  a  satisfactory  diagnosis  and  treatment  by 
making  a  thorough  examination  of  these  organs.  The  doctor  reports  several  cases 
in  illustration. — North  OarolifM  Medical  Joumaly  November,  1889. 

New  Antiseptic  Artificial  Membbana  Tympani.— Dr.  John  Ward  Cousins, 
in  the  Medical  Preu  (£ng.),  November  13,  1889,  tabulates  the  essential  qualities  of 
a  good  artificial  drum-head,  as  follows : 

1.  It  must  decidedly  improve  the  hearing  power,  both  for  distance  and  conver- 
sation. 

2.  It  must  be  so  constnicted  that  it  can  be  easily  placed  in  the  right  position  and 
removed  ;  and  be  also  adapted  for  self-application. 

3.  It  must  be  light  and  delicate  in  structure,  and  cause  no  irritation  by  its 
presence. 

4.  It  should  be  a  protector  to  the  tympanic  cavity. 

5.  It  should  be  capable  of  fitting  the  varying  capacity  of  the  external  meatus. 

6.  It  should  be  a  convenient  vehicle  for  the  application  of  local  remedies. 

7.  It  should  be  obtainable  at  trifling  cost. 

The  apparatus  described  by  Dr.  Cousins  is  made  of  compressed  cotton  fibre, 
swollen  by  prolonged  immersion  and  saturated  in  an  antiseptic  oil  and  ether ;  the 
soft  material  is  then  firmly  compressed  and  shaded  in  a  machine  devised  for  the 
purpose,  and  dried  by  artificial  neat.  In  shape  it  is  exactly  like  a  hat,  with  a  very 
high  and  tapering  crown,  and  a  broad  and  flat  brim,  having  a  short  ribbon  attached 
to  the  edge.  It  is  firm  enough  to  retain  its  shape  in  the  ear,  and  yet  the  material 
is  so  soft  and  flexible  as  to  cause  no  sensation  by  its  presence.  When  in  position,  the 
crown  rests  near  the  tympanic  membrane,  the  brim  upon  the  meatal  walls,  and  the 
little  ribbon  or  handle  behind  the  tragus.  It  is  introduced  and  removed  without 
difficulty,  by  means  of  a  combined  forceps  and  probe.  The  apparatus  has  been 
tested  by  Dr.  Cousins  in  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases  of  middle  ear 
disease,  with  decided  benefit  in  all  but  three. 

Diphtheritic  Paralysis  op  Accommodation. — In  a  clinical  study  of  poet- 
diphtheriiic  paralysis  of  the  accommodation,  8ym  states  the  following  character- 
istics of  this  afiection :  1.  Its  remarkable  frequency  following  attacks  of  diphtheria. 
2.  The  comparative  rarity  after  other  acute  diseases.  3.  The  curious  selection  of 
the  seat  of  the  paralysis.  4.  The  fact  that  while  one  part  is  paralyzed  another  is 
at  the  same  time  in  a  state  of  healthv  activity.  5.  The  paralysis  does  not  come  on 
immediately  after  the  diphtheria.  6.  It  occurs  after  comparatively  mild  cases.  7. 
Pathological  changes  have  been  observed  in  some  fatal  cases,  in  the  nerves,  centres 
and  muscles.  8.  The  symmetry  of  the  paralysis.  After  due  consideration  of  all 
these  points,  Sym  concludes  that  the  paralysis  is  produced  by  a  toxic  efifect  of  diph- 
theria, or  of  the  cause  of  diphtheria.  He  quotes  Jacobi,  who  says  that  where  the 
temperature  in  the  primary  disease  has  been  high  and  the  original  reaction  severe 
there  is  leas  likelihood  of  paralysis,  owing  to  the  more  thorough  removal  of  the 
poison  from  the  system.  A  series  of  cases  observed  b;^  Boissarie  seems  even  to 
suggest  that  one  may  even  have  diphtheritic  paralysis  without  diphtheria,  for  dur- 
ing an  epidemic  of  that  disease  he  saw  several  examples  of  paralysis  of  accommo- 
dation of  throat,  of  limbs,  etc.,  in  the  persons  of  those  who  had  not  been  afiected 
with  sore  throat. — Edinburgh  Medical  Jowmal^  November,  1889. 
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8uROiCAii  Tbeatmeht  of  Typhlitis.— Mr.  Frederick  Treves,  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association  {British  Medical  Joumaly 
November  9,  1889),  presented  an  excellent  r6aunU  of  the  pathology  and  treat- 
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ment  of  the  peritoneal  inflammations  in  the  csecal  region  which  have  excited  bo 
much  interest  of  late.  He  compares  these  inHammations  to  pelvic  peritoniiis, 
thoHe  following  hepatic  abscess,  or  tubercular  ulcer  of  the  intestine,  and  depre- 
cates the  numerous  and  nselens  classifications,  peri-  and  para-typhlitis,  appendi- 
citis, etc.    The  pathology  of  this  aifection  is  summed  up  as  follows : 

1.  Primary  inflammation  of  the  csecum,  aside  from  catarrh  and  ulceration  of  the 
mucosa,  does  not  exist. 

2.  The  oecum  and  appendix  are  covered  by  peritonieum  ;  therefore,  their  perfor- 
ation cannot  lead  primarily  to  suppuration  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the  iliac  fossa. 

3.  Cecal  catarrh  may  occur,  but  is  associated  with  a  colitis  and  produces  the 
symptoms  of  this  disorder  and  not  those  of  typhlitis,  even  when  acute. 

4.  Csecal  ulceration  may  be  due  to  impacted  feces,  tubercle,  typhoid,  dysentery, 
or  foreign  bodies.  As  long  as  the^e  ulcers  are  confined  to  the  mucous  membrane 
they  do  not  produce  the  symptoms  of  typhlitis.  In  stercoral  ulcers,  perforation  or 
involvements  of  the  outer  coats  appears  late  and  is  preceded  by  symptoms  of 
fiaecal  obstruction. 

5.  Primary  perforation  of  the  cecum  is  rare,  but  it  may  occur  secondarily  by  an 
abscess  from  the  appendix  opening  into  the  caput  coli. 

6..  Abscesses,  the  result  of  perforations  in  the  cecum  or  appendix,  are  primarily 
intraperitoneal,  that  is,  encysted  suppurative  peritonitis. 

7.  Mild  forms  of  typhlitis  are  caused  by  stercoral  ulcers  invading  the  outer  walls 
of  the  cecum  ;  severe  and  suppurative  forms  by  foreign  bodies  or  twists  in  the  ap- 
pendix :  on  the  other  hand,  mild  forms  may  be  the  result  of  disease  in  the  appen- 
dix, and  such  disease,  though  severe,  may  not  result  in  suppuration. 

8.  The  cause  of  mischief  in  the  appendix  may  be  a  fecal  concretion  (50  percent.), 
foreign  bodies  (12^  per  cent.);  it  may  be  twisted  on  itself  and  strangulated;  the  lumen 
may  be  obliterated  and  distension  result,  or  ulceration  may  be  present.  The  ab- 
scess may  point  in  the  abdominal  wall  (28  out  of  67  cases)  ;  it  may  open  into  the 
cecum  (15  out  of  67);  the  abdominal  cavity  (8  cases);  the  rectum,  the  bladder, 
the  thorax  (2  each). 

Typhlitis  may  be  divided  into  three  classes: 

I.  MiUL — The  more  common,  usually  ending  in  resolution  and  responding  to  med- 
ical treatment.  It  is  caused  by  fecal  impaction  or  irritating  matter.  The  stercoral 
ulcers  extend  beyond  the  mucosa  and  cause  some  peritonitis.  The  trouble  may  be 
in  the  appendix  and  result  in  obliteration  and  skrinkageof  the  same,  with  numer- 
ous adhesions.  Symptoms:  Constipation  with  scybale,  or  diarrh<£a  produced  by 
the  latter  (colitis) ;  sudden  pain,  but  not  as  severe  as  in  the  suppurative  form,  nor 
does  it  radiate  to  the  testis  or  thigh;  less  fever  (usually  no  chill),  less  vomiting, 
less  (;endemess,  but  a  larger,  earlier,  doughy  tumor,  which  cannot,  however,  be 
made  out  through  the  rectum ;  no  cystic  symptoms.  The  attack  usually  passes  off 
in  from  three  to  seven  days.  The  severe  forms  may  begin  like  this,  but  the  ab- 
sence of  the  signs  of  suppuration  is  of  importance  m  distinguishing  between  them. 
The  patients  are  usually  young,  adult  males :  36  per  cent,  under  twenty  years;  21 
per  cent,  over  forty.  In  perforating  appendicitis  50  per  cent  are  under  twenty  and 
9  per  cent,  over  forty. 

IL  Severe, — Almost  always  due  to  diseased  appendix  and  results  in  suppuration. 
The  symptoms  are  more  exaggerated  and  the  progress  more  rapid  ;  there  is  a  chill ; 
no  previous  constipation  or  indigestion;  perhaps  cold  or  injury  (or  strain. — Ed.)  ; 
severe  pain,  which  is  apt  to  radiate  to  the  testis  or  thigh,  and  is  increased  on  mov- 
ing the  latter;  dysuria;  marked  tenderness;  high  fever;  vomiting;  the  tumor 
appears  late,  is  fixed,  can  be  felt  per  rectum ;  fluctuation.  The  intensity  of  the 
sym[>toms  may  vary  from  those  of  the  mild  form  to  a  fulminating  attack,  in  which 
the  patient  Im  moribund  in  two  days  or  less. 

111.  Belapaing. — Due  to  disease  of  the  appendix  falling  short  of  suppuration 
and  not  to  stercoral  c«k^1  ulcers.  Attacks  recur  irrespectively  of  constipation  and 
with  increasing  vigor,  leaving  the  patient  in  impaired  health.  These  are  caused 
by  retained  mucus  from  a  twist  following  adhesions  or  stricture  after  the  healing  of 
an  ulcer ;  occasionally  they  may  be  produced  by  a  foreign  body  causing  complete 
perforation  in  successive  attacks  (or  to  a  catarrhal  ulcer. — Ed.). 

Ti'eaiment.—(1,)  In  the  first  form,  medical  treatment  will  suffice ;  rest,  the  cautious 
use  of  opium,  little  fluid  food,  counter-irritation,  enemata  and  subsequent  careful 
diet,  etc.  To  the  fact  that  these  cases  recover  is  due  the  opposition  of  many  medical 
men  to  operative  interference  in  typhlitis. 

(2  )  In  the  form  in  which  suppuration  is  to  be  looked  for,  surgical  intervention 
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18  indicated,  the  previously-mentioned  medical  treatment  being,  of  coune,  added. 
Opium  should  be  given  with  great  care  as  it  maj  mask  important  symptoms. 

Threepoints  are  to  be  thousht  of  in  considering  the  operative  treatment,  i.e. : 

(o.)  When  to  CuL — This  will  never  be  called  for,  barring  exceptional  cases,  before 
the  fifth  day  ;  usually  after  the  first  week.  The  indiscriminate  early  incision  rec- 
ommended by  some  American  surgeons,  notably  Bull,  is  to  be  deprecated.  Occa- 
sionally an  abscess  opens  ouickly  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  hut  then  the  symptoms  of 
perforative  peritonitis  call  for  immediate  laparotomy.  On  the  other  hand,  a  large 
proportion  tend  to  open  externally,  and  the  longer  the  operation  is  delayed,  the 
firmer  the  adhesions  are  apt  to  be ;  besides,  early  incisions  would  often  open  a  pus 
cavity  before  adhesions  had  taken  place  with  the  parietes  and  cause  general  peri- 
toneal infection.  It  has  been  shown  that  68  per  cent,  die  during  the  first  eight 
days,  and  two-thirds  of  these  from  the  fourth  day  on  ;  the  signs  of  this  deep-seated 
suppuration  should  be,  on  an  average,  distinct,  and  the  pus  more  or  less  firmly  en- 
cysted by  the  fifth  day,  which,  with  the  self-evident  reservations,  is  the  average  time 
for  safe  incision. 

(6.)  The  exploring  needle^  to  detect  the  presence  of  pus  and  as  a  preliminary  to  in- 
cision, is  to  be  condemned.  A  cautious  exploratory  incision  is  preferable  to  these 
thrusts  in  the  dark,  which  may,  after  all,  not  strike  th^  abscess.  The  needle  may 
precipitate  a  perforative  ulceration,  give  exit  to  pent  up  putrid  secretions,  or  wound 
important  structures. 

(c)  The  incision  should  be  over  the  seat  of  suppuration,  and  should  permit  a  di- 
rect evacuation  of  the  pus.  This  is  best  accomplished,  in  most  instancen,  by  an 
oblique  incision  from  above  downward,  ending  a  little  above  and  to  the  outer  side 
of  the  middle  oi  Poupart's  ligament,  t.e.,  just  external  to  the  deep  epigastric  artery. 
This  should  take  the  same  general  direction  as  that  used  to  ligate  the  iliac  artery. 
An  incision  in  the  linea  semilunaris  will  not  usually  allow  direct  evacuation  of  the 
pus,  while  ihat  in  the  linea  alba  will  be  external  to  the  localized  pus  cavity,  and 
on  opening  the  latter,  the  general  peritonseum  must  be  impacted.  Of  course,  the 
incision  will  *have  to  be  m(xiified  by  variations  in  the  position  of  the  csecum.  The 
opening  should  be  free,  but  the  abscess  cavity  should  be  but  little  handled,  for  fear 
of  breaking  up  adhesions.  It  should  never  be  scraped.  Feecal  concretions  or  for- 
eign bodies  should  be  sought  for,  and  if  the  appendix  is  readily  found,  and  non- 
adherent, it  may  be  tied  off,  provided  it  is  not  entirely  gangrenous,  f'.e.,  presenting 
no  stump  to  ligate.  The  cavity  should  be  irrigated  and  drained.  Perforation  of 
the  csecum  is  better  left  alone ;  plastic  closure  is,  of  course,  out  of  the  question^  and 
very  difficult  later  on.  Fortunately,  these  faecal  fistulse  close  spontaneously  with 
proper  care. 

In  contrast  with  this  article  is  a  plea  for  '*  early  operative  interference  in  cases 
of  disease  of  the  vermiform  appendix,"  by  McBurney  {N.  Y,  MedicalJoumal^  De- 
cember 21,  1889).  He  also  proposes  to  discard  the  various  distinctive  names  ap- 
plied to  inflammations  about  the  csecum,  and  to  consider  them  all,  for  practical 
purposes,  as  originating  in  the  appendix  to  which  they  are  secondary.  At  least 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  cases  of  acute  inflammation  in  this  region  are 
due  to  diseased  appendix  in  its  dififerent  stages.  An  early  diagnosis  of  such  dis- 
ease is  all  important.  Pain  is  an  unreliable  symptom,  as  it  is  often  not  marked  or 
absent  in  the  iliac  fossa,  being  most  commonly  epigastric  or  general.  Extreme  sen- 
sitiveness at  the  base  of  the  appendix  elicited  by  pressure  with  one  fiuger  tip  is 
almost  pathognomonic.  This  point  will  be,  as  a  rule,  two  inches  inside  of  the  an- 
terior superior  iliac  spine  on  a  line  drawn  from  it  to  the  umbilicus.  Chill  and 
vomiting  are  of  but  little  diagnostic  value ;  so,  too,  with  tympanitic  distlsnsion.  which 
depends  on  the  condition  of  the  bowels  and  the  paresis  of  the  colon  producea  by  the 
peritoneal  inflammation.  Fever  varies  greatly,  but  its  presence  serves  to  exclude 
non-inflammatory  troubles.  Rigidity  of  the  abdominal  walls  on  the  affected  side 
is  very  constant  A  tumor  is  usually  present,  and  can  always  be  found  under  ether. 
It  may  consist  of  a  mass  of  adherent  intestinal  coils,  a  distended  appendix  wrapped 
in  the  omentum,  or  a  circumscribed  collection  of  pus.  Kectal  examination  is  nega- 
tive at  the  beginning.  The  use  of  the  exploring  needle  is  deprecated.  These 
symptoms  will  render  a  diagnosis  possible,  but  will  not  decide  the  stage  or  progno- 
sis unless  a  sudden  aggravation  indicate  f)erforation  or  bursting  of  the  abscess. 
The  abscess  often  forms  insidiously,  and  a  sneaking  septic  peritonitis  may  develop 
unperoeived.  in  view  of  these  facts  and  the  terrible  resulting  mortality  in  cases 
published,  and  far  more  not  published,  recognized  and  often  unrecognized-,  the 
author  recommends  immediate  exploratory  incision  as  soon  as  a  diagnosis  of  ap- 
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pendicitU  is  made,  in  support  of  this  advice  he  cites  eleven  csises  of  his  own  treated 
on  this  principle  with  one  death.  These  were  all  operated  early,  that  is,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  they  were  seen.  In  the  fatal  case  there  was  a  delay  of  twelve  hours, 
in  every  one  the  diagnosis  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  appendix  was  made  and 
subsequently  confirmra.  The  reported  cases  do  not  include  those  in  which  a  com- 
paratively ''safe"  large  abscess  was  seen  to  be  developing, or  where  general  septic 
peritonitis  had  superrened. 

As  regards  the  operation,  a  free  incision  is  desirable.  It  is  best  made  along  the 
right  border  of  the  rectus,  with  its  centre  on  or  below  aline  drawn  from  the  anterior 
superior  iliac  spine  to  the  umbilicus.  The  adhesions  are  to  be  broken  down  or  tied  off, 
and  the  appendix  cut  away  between  two  ligatures.  The  stump  is  disinfected  or 
cauterized  and  replaced.  The  wound  is  partly  closed,  a  drain  inserted  and  iodo- 
form gauze  packed  down  to  the  stump.  Or  the  drain  may  be  passed  in  through  a 
counter-opening  in  the  loin.  If  the  appendix  cannot  be  removed,  the  cavity  is  to 
be  disinfected,  packed  and  drained.  £xtreme  obesity  is  a  oontra-indicati'on  to 
operation,  while  excessive  tympanitic  distension  is  such  until  removed. 

The  Operativb  Trsatmekt  of  Relafsino  Typhlitis  —Treves  was  one  of 
the  first  to  do  a  premeditated  excision  of  the  appendix  for  relapsing  typhlitb  be- 
tween attacks.  He  reported  a  successful  case  to  the  Medico-Chirurfficai  Society  of 
London,  February  14,  1888.  The  man,  thirty-four  years  of  age,  had  nad  two  attacks 
of  typhlitis,  and  during  a  period  of  freedom  from  all  symptoms,  laparotomy  was  per- 
formed and  a  diseased  appendix  removed.  Recovery  and  cure  resulted.  Another 
case  Lb  reported  by  the  same  surgeon  in  the  London  Lancelf  February  9,  1889. 
The  patient  was  a  man  of  twenty-nine  years,  who  had  always  led  a  regular  life,  and 
had  been  free  from  intestinal  trouble.  The  first  attack  was  sudden  and  apparently 
without  cause,  and  the  convalescence  very  slow ;  the  second,  two  months  later,  began 
in  a  like  manner,  but  was  more  severe  and  the  convalescence  longer;  a  third  attack 
followed  in  three  months  with  greater  intensity,  and  the  patient  was  left  with  the 
prospect  of  being  at  best  a  confirmed  invalid.  The  operation  was  performed  when 
all  inflammatory  symptoms  and  tenderness  had  disappeared  and  the  dip^estive  func- 
tions were  at  their  best  There  was  dulness  and  a  sense  of  resistance  in  the  csecal 
region,  and  the  appendix  could  be  made  out  on  deep  palpation.  The  cwcum  and 
appendix  were  buried  in  adhesions ;  the  latter  was  distended  with  mucus  retained 
by  an  acute  flexion ;  there  was  ulceration  of  its  wall,  which  threatened  speedily  to 
cause  perforation.  Recovery  was  uncomplicated,  and  the  patient  completely  and 
permanently  cured.  The  writer  thinks  the  following  points  are  of  importance  in 
performing  the  operation : 

1.  The  position  of  the  appendix  should  be  ascertained  if  possible. 

2.  The  operation  should  be  done  after  all  the  symptoms  have  subsided. 

3.  The  incision  should  open  the  abdomen  beyond  the  seat  of  disease  to  avoid 
adhesions  to  the  parietes. 

4.  Adhesions  should  be  cut,  not  torn,  for  fear  of  injuring;  the  bowel.  Also  other 
adhesions  which  miffht  cause  subsequent  mischief  should  be  divided. 

5.  The  appendix  should  be  tied  ofl',  the  end  dosed  by  a  double  row  of  sutures  and 
attached  to  a  neighboring  peritoneal  surface. 

8enn  reports  ( joicm.  Amer.  Med,  Assoc,  November  2, 1889)  two  similar  cases,  one 
from  his  own  practice  and  one  from  that  of  Hoegh.  His  own  case  was  that  of  a 
^oung  man,  aged  twenty-two  years,  who  had  had  five  attacks  of  typhlitis.  During  the 
intervals  he  had  never  regained  his  former  health,  but  was  free  from  pain  and  con- 
stipation. There  was  no  tumor,  but  the  appendix  could  be  felt  behind  the  caecum. 
He  was  operated  on  during  the  sixth  attack,  the  bowels  having  been  previously 
cleared  by  a  purge  and  an  enema.  The  incision  was  over  the  cecum  and  parallel 
to  the  ascending  colon  ;  there  were  no  adhesions,  but  the  mesentery  of  the  appen- 
dix was  shortened  and  vascular ;  its  peritoneal  covering  was  normal.  The  mesen- 
tery was  tied  off  in  sections,  the  appendix  ligated  close  to  the  caecum  and  ampu- 
tated. The  stump  was  buried  by  stitching  the  peritoneum  over  it.  The  patient 
was  at  work  in  three  weeks,  and  has  remained  well  since.  The  appendix  contained 
a  catarrhal  ulcer  which  had  already  destroyed  part  of  the  muscular  coaL  The 
other  case  was  also  a  man,  thirty-seven  years  old,  who  had  been  subject  to  attacks  of 
tvphlitis  for  six  or  seven  years,  five  attacks  having  occurred  during  the  preceding  fif- 
teen months.  These  were  increasing  in  severity,  and  the  general  health  had  become 
impaired  to  a  marked  degree.  There  was  no  tumor,  but  circumscribed  tenderness 
in  the  csecal  region.    The  linea  semilunaris  was  incised,  and  an  iuflanied  and 
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ftlightly  adherent  appendix  remoyed  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  former  case.    It 
contained  pus  and  two  ulcers. 

After  reviewing  the  indications  for,  and  the  technique  of,  such  operations,  the 
writer  gives,  among  others,  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  AU  cases  of  catarrhal  and  ulcerative  appendicitis  should  be  treated  by  excision 
of  the  appendix  as  soon  as  the  lesion  is  recognized. 

2.  In  simple,  uncomplicated  appendicitis  excision  is  easy  and  safe. 

3.  If  done  before  perforation  has  taken  place,  excision  is  curative  as  well  as  pro- 
phylactic 

4.  The  most  constant  and  reliable  symptoms  of  appendicitis  are  recurring  pains 
and  tenderness. 

fialdy  (Medical  Nem^  November  23,  1889)  details  three  cases  in  which  he  re- 
moved the  appendix. 

(1st.)  Laparotomy  for  pelvic  inflammation  ;  appendix  adherent  to  right  Fallo- 
pian tube ;  It  was  tied  off  and  found  to  be  ''  cheesy  and  friable." 

(2d.)  Laparotomy  for  ruptured  left  tubal  pregnancy.  On  breaking  up  numerous 
adhesions  in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  a  diseased  appendix  was  found  and  excised. 

(3d.)  Median  laparotomy  for  prolapsed  and  tender  ovaries  and  recurring  pain  in 
the  right  iliac  fossa;  operation  during  an  attack;  appendix  imbedded  in  adhesions, 
excised,  and  found  to  be  cheesv  and  friable. 

While  these  cases  cannot,  of  course,  be  classed  with  those  of  Treves  as  premedi- 
tated excisions  for  relapsinff  typhlitis,  they  show  that  an  examination  of  this  reffion 
during  a  laparotomy  may  find  conditions  requiring  interference  that  will  be  Both 
prophylactic  and  curative.  One  Austrian  operator  we  know  of  goes  so  far  as  to 
excise  the  appendix  any  way,  when  he  comes  across  it  during  an  operation,  to  pre- 
vent future  possible  troubles.  We  have  felt  the  temptation  to  do  the  same  on  several 
occasions,  but  were  restrained  by  the  thought  that  everything  in  the  make  up  of  our 
bodies  may  have  a  purpose,  although  we  do  not  as  yet  understand  it.  Disease  of 
this  portion  of  the  intestinal  tract,  the  cesspool  organ,  with  but  feebly  developed 
muscular  walls  to  expel  its  contents,  certainly  merits  consideration,  and  an  exami- 
nation of  this  neighborhood  should,  undoubtedly,  be  part  of  the  routine  of  an  ab- 
dominal section. — Ed. 

More  recently,  McBurney,  in  the  article  quoted,  refers  to  two  cases  in  which  he 
removed  a  diseased  appendix  aAer  the  suosidence  of  all  symptoms.  They  were 
both  youuR  ladies,  ana  had  snflered  from  recurring  attacks  of  typhlitis,  the  one 
having  had  twelve  in  one  year  and  the  other  four.  In  one  the  appendix  was  found 
rigid,  swollen,  but  non-adherent;  the  mucosa  inflamed  and  the  walls  thickened.  In 
the  other  there  were  firm  adhesions,  and  the  orean  was  dark-colored,  swollen,  soft, 
strictured,  and  contained  some  fncal  grains.    They  were  both  cured. 

Treatmevtt  of  Fbactubes  of  the  Neck  of  the  Femub  by  Immediate 
Reduction  akd  Pebmanent  Fixation. — Senn,  in  an  article  on  the  above  sub- 
ject, shows  the  importance  of  a  very  careful  and  systematic  examination  in  all  in- 
juries about  the  hip-joint.  As  the  slightest  roughness  is  at  times  the  cause  of  in- 
calculable harm,  one  is  not  justified  m  trying  to  demonstrate  the  objective  symp- 
toms. Very  oft^n  an  impacted  fracture  has  been  broken  up  by  attempting  to  elicit 
crepitus  or  preternatural  mobility.  Inspection  alone  is  very  often  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  form  a  diagnosis.  Where  this  does  not  suffice,  measurement  by  the  well- 
known  lines  will  be  all  that  is  required.  The  diagnosis  depends  on  the  presence  or 
absence  of  the  three  most  important  symptoms:  1.  Position  of  the  great  trochanter. 
2.  Shortening.  3.  Eversion.  If  a  diagnosis  of  fracture  has  been  made,  the  pres- 
ence of  Impaction  can  easily  be  ascertained  by  carefully  rotating  the  limb  upon  its 
axis,  and  by  making  slight  traction.  If  the  head  of  the  femur  is  affected  by  these 
manipulations,  impaction  has  occurred,  and  great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  dis- 
engage the  fragments. 

The  treatment  recommended  consists  in  the  fulfilment  of  two  principal  indica- 
tions: 1.  Immediate  reduction.  2.  Permanent  fixation.  The  first  of  these  does 
not  oome  into  consideration  where  the  fracture  is  impacted.  The  author  has 
devised  an  apparatus  which  is  adjusted  by  means  of  a  plaster  of  Paris  dressing,  and 
which  answers  all  purposes  without  necessitatine  the  patient  to  remain  in  bed.  It 
consbtB  of  a  narrow  strip  of  iron  which  is  arched  over  the  joint  and  fitted  with 
several  cross  pieces,  enabling  it  to  be  firmly  fixed  by  means  of  the  plaster  dressing. 
Over  the  seat  of  fracture  is  a  large  pad  which  works  with  a  screw  in  the  arched 
portion,  and  is  adjusted  to  hold  the  fragments  in  apposition.    The  direction  of  the 
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prefl6ure  should  be  made  in  a  line  with  the  axis  of  the  femoral  neck.  The  dressing 
18  applied  in  the  following  manner:  The  patient  is  dressed  in  a  pair  of  well-fitting 
knit  drawers  and  thin  stockings.  The  bony  prominences  are  protected  by  pads  of 
cotton,  and,  to  strengthen  the  dressing  about  the  joints,  oak  shavings  are  placed 
between  the  layers  of  plaster.  The  fractured  limb  is  incased  in  the  dressing  as  far 
as  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  when  the  patient  is  lifted  out  of  bed.  Great  care  should 
be  taken  not  to  disturb  the  fragments  if  impacted,  and  to  guard  against  additional 
injuries  in  non-impacted  fractures.  The  patient  is  now  placed  in  the  erect  position, 
standing  with  his  sound  leg  upon  a  stool  about  two  feet  in  height ;  in  this  position 
he  is  supported  by  an  assistant  on  each  side  until  the  dressing  has  been  completed 
and  the  plaster  has  set.  A  third  assistant  should  take  care  of  the  fractured  limb, 
and  see  that  the  toe  is  on  a  line  with  the  inner  margin  of  the  patella  and  the  an- 
terior superior  spine  of  the  ileum.  A  fenestrum  must  be  made  over  the  trochanter 
in  order  to  apply  the  pressure  by  means  of  the  "screw-pad."  In  order  to  secure 
perfect  immoDility  at  the  seat  of  the  fracture,  it  is  necessary  to  include  the  entire 
pelvis  and  sound  limb  as  far  as  the  knee.  The  aAer-treatment  is  simple,  provided 
the  dressing  has  been  carefully  applied.  The  only  thing  requiring  particular  atten- 
tion is  the  regulation  of  the  lateial  pressure.  With  this  dressing  the  patient  can 
move  about  in  bed,  andi  the  weather  permitting,  can  be  taken  out  of  doors  daily, 
without  pain  or  risk  of  displacement  of  the  fragments.  At  the  expiration  of  eighty 
to  one  hundred  days,  the  time  recjuired  for  bony  union  to  take  place,  the  dreading 
is  removed,  and  the  patient  is  cautioned  not  to  step  on  the  limb  until  the  end  of  the 
fourth  to  sixth  month,  when  union  will  be  sufficiently  firm  to  sustain  the  weight  of 
the  body.  Passive  motion  should  be  begun  as  soon  as  the  dressing  is  removed,  and 
with  this,  massage  to  promote  the  nutrition  of  the  limb.  If  muscular  atrophy  is 
marked,  the  use  of  the  Farad ic  current  will  be  of  benefit. — J<mm.  Amer.  Med.  Absoc. 

EcHiNOCOCCUS  OP  THE  LuNO.-— Brunn  reports  the  case  of  a  patient  who  was 
taken  ill  with  symptoms  of  crou{K)us  pneumonia,  soon  followed  by  profuse  and 
offensive  expectoration  and  the  development  of  a  cavity.  During  a  severe  paroxysm 
of  coughing,  pieces  of  membrane  were  brought  up,  which,  according  to  Koster  and 
Ribbert,  had  the  appearance  of  echinococcus  walls.  AfWr  profuse  expectoration, 
containing  large  quantities  of  these  membranes,  the  patient  recovered.  The  author 
thinks  the  echinococci  were  taken  up  by  the  lymphatics  or  the  blood  directly  from 
the  stomach.— DewtecAc  Jfcd.  FocAeTwcAri/if,  No.  18,  1889. 

Salol  in  Burns. — Gratzer  recommends  salol  in  cases  of  burns,  bruises  and  pain- 
ful skin  troubles  of  all  kinds.  He  says  it  gives  prompt  and  marked  relief.  The 
drug  is  simply  dusted  on  the  affected  parts  in  a  mixture  of  2  to  3  parts  of  salol  and 
50  parts  of  starch. — Medical  and  Swrgical  Reporter^  December  14, 1889. 

Sawdust  as  a  Wound  Dressing. — The  use  of  fine,  soft  sawdust,  which  has 
been  freed  from  splinters  and  sharp  bits  of  wood  by  careful  sifting,  has  been  sug- 
gested as  a  vehicle  for  antiseptics  and  for  dressing  wounds.  It  makes  a  clean  and 
frateful  dressing  ;  also  readily  absorbs  the  discharges  without  packing  or  adhering, 
t  is  easily  rendered  aseptic  by  any  of  the  methods  used  in  preparing  antiseptic 
cotton  or  wool.  The  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  suggests  the  use  of 
yellow  pine  sawdust,  which,  being  rich  in  turpentine,  would  of  itself  prove  a  valua- 
ble antiseptic. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter ,  December  14,  1889. 

Lanolin  in  Urethritis. — The  well-known  property  of  lanolin,  that  of  adhering 
to  mucous  membranes,  has  been  utilized  by  Dr.  Stern  in  the  treatment  of  urethritis. 
He  uses  a  mixture  of  lanolin,  25  parts,  and  almond  oil,  75  parts.  This  forms  a 
mild  and  non-irritating  injection,  which  may  be  used  at  the  height  of  the  disease. 
In  the  later  stages  astringents  may  be  added.  The  injection  should  be  retained  for 
several  minutes. — Irdemaiional  Journal  of  Surgery,  November,' 1889,  from  Tkerap. 
Monalshefte. 

Chancre  op  the  Forehead. — Tschistiakow  reports  the  case  of  a  nursing 
child  which  was  infected  upon  the  forehead  by  a  wet-nurse.  This  case  is  interest- 
ing owing  to  the  rarity  with  which  the  primary  lesion  of  syphilis  appears  upon  the 
forehead,  and  also  because  the  nurse  had  been  examined  by  two  physicians,  an  ob- 
stetrician and  a  specialist  in  syphilis,  prior  to  being  engaged.  She  had  not  been 
infected  herself  at  the  first  examination,  but  had  contracted  the  disease  after  begin- 
ning to  nurse  the  child ;  which  leads  the  author  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
wet-nurse  should  not  only  be  carefully  examined  before  being  engaged,  but  she 
should  also  undergo  an  examination  from  time  to  time  afterwards. — Arehiv,  fur 
Dermatol,  und  SyphUis,  1889,  Heft.  4. 
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A  Proving  op  Chelidonium. — "  Having  met  with  this  remarkable  plant  in 
June  last^  when  in  foil  blossom,  a  perusal  in  his  Materia  Medica  of  Teste's  own  prov- 
ing of  the  drug,  and  of  Buch man's  elaborate  provings  in  the  JSritiah  Journal  o/Hom- 
ceopcUhyf  induced  me  to  make  a  tincture  and  to  test  Teste's  statements  on  mj  own 
person,  and  an  additional  impulse  bein^  the  rather  fabulous  (?)  statements  made  by 
a  Hereford  firm  of  chemists  as  to  certain  unique  powers  their  celandine  was  gifted 
with  in  causing  corns  to  disappear.  The  actions  I  experienced  in  consequence  of 
frequent — say  the  hourly — use  of  one-drop  doses  of  the  third  decimal  alcoholic 
plus  10  per  cent,  of  glycerine ^tnctureL  continued  during  three  days,  were:  On  the 
whole  surface  of  face  an  agreeable  visible  glow  of  heat ;  a  transient  cardiac  pain ; 
sharp  pain  under  sternum;  great  aual  flatulence  every  night  when  assuming  the 
reclining  position ;  on  getting  into  bed  a  sharp  spasm  in  chest,  together  with  op- 
pression of  breathing'and  much  cardiac  anxiety  (examination  detected  no  organic 
disease) ;  awful  dreams ;  thighs  itched ;  neuralgic  pain  in  neck  and  left  ear,  back  ; 
kidney  region  weak  and  painful ;  sacrum  painful  when  in  bed  ;  a  cold  feeling  in 
stomach  after  food.  Fourth  day  felt  very  queer ;  pharyngeal  angina ;  pustule, like 
an  incipient  boil,  on  hip.  Fifth  day,  much  pain  during  previous  night  in  sacrum 
and  in  rectum;  blood  passed  at  stool  (never  occurred  before) ;  spasm  under  sternum 
at  night  again. — "  Agrioola,"  Monthly  HonuKopaihic  Review,  December. 

A  Critical  Anai^ysis  of  Arum  Triphyllum.— There  appeared  in  the  De- 
cember New  England  Medical  Gazette  a  critical  analysis  of  the  provings  of  this  drug, 
from  which  we  abstract  the  following  summary : 

iftiu2.— Depressed  and  irritable. 

Head. — Giddiness,  heaviness  and  dulness  of  the  head,  with  pressive  pains,  or 
darting,  tearing  pains. 

Eye8, — ^Smarting  of  the  eyes ;  tension  and  heaviness  of  the  lids,  with  dimness  of 
vision. 

Note. — Cory  za,  with  a  sore  nose;  upper  lip  corroded  by  the  watery  discharge ;  the 
nostrils  obstructed,  however,  with  sneezing. 

Face. — Transient  flushes  of  heat ;  lips  chapped,  sore,  and  feel  first  pricking,  then 
sore,  and  finally  scraped  or  scalded. 

Mouth. — Mouth,  including  surface  of  tongue,  inside  of  lips,  fauces  and  palate, 
prickling,  sore,  and  then  scraped,  scalded  and  sore,  with  burning  in  moutli,  vessels 
even  injected ;  lips  feel  chapped  and  rough  inside. 

TkroaL — Sore,  scalded  and  burning,  with  a  feeling  of  constriction  and  pain  in 
throat;  mncus  tough  and  increased,  difficult  deglutition;  cesophagus  sore  and 
scalded. 

Stcmuek. — Appetite  reduced  or  gone;  constriction  in  stomach. 

Ahdcmen. — Indefinite,  grumbling  belly-ache. 

Stool amd  Anw. — Diarrhoea:  stool  soft  to  diarrhoea;  color,  various. 

Urinary  Orgam, — Increasea  urination. 

SejauU  Organs. — Cutting  pains  in  testes  or  ovaries. 

Betpiraiory  ApparaXus. — Irritation. 
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Oiesl. — Sorenefl6  of  lungs. 

Lower  ExtremiUa. — Pain  in  them. 

Sleep  and  Dreams. — Sleepiness  and  yawning,  especially  in  the  evening. 

Fever. — Transient  flushes  of  heat. 

SuMMABY  OF  A  CRITICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  PODOPHYLLUM.— '^  The  administration 
of  safe  and  applicable  doses  (tincture,  extract,  etc)  of  this  drug  produces  in  many, 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  following  symptoms :  Headache  (frontal),  perhaps  ver- 
tif^ ;  (inflammation  and  turgescence  of  the  eye) ;  nauua  (sometimes  thirst) ;  vom- 
iting (of  bile) ;  tenderness  and  painfulness  in  the  stomach  and  epigastrium ;  JUUvr 
Unee;  frequerU  evaeuations  {diarrhoBa)  from  the  boweU  of  very  thin,  greeniahfoBceSy  ac- 
companied by  griping  or  colicky  pains;  (in  the  morning)  weakness  and  faintness 
acompanying  the  gastric  and  abaominal  symptoms ;  itching  of  the  skin ;  slight 
vesicant  efiects;  (pustules  are  formed  if  tincture  is  applied  to  the  skin) ;  ekUlinesa, 
feveriskneu,  perspircUion  (cold  perspiration)  aeeompanying  the  stool  symptoms"  The 
symptoms  found  in  parentheses  are  not  based  on  sufficient  concordance  and  congruity 
in  the  records  of  the  proviugs,  but,  due  allowance  being  made  for  idiosyncrasy,  they 
are  regarded  as  possible  symptoms, — Drs.  Albert  Pick  and  F.  H.  Pntchard,  New 
England  Medical  QaseUSf  December. 

Indications  for  Bismttth  in  Neuralgic  Pain. — The  most  excruciating  pains, 
relieved  by  continually  walking  about  and  by  taking  cold  water  in  the  mouth ;  worse 
by  mastication  and  the  touch  of  warm  food ;  lancinating,  burning  pains,  as  though 
the  face  were  torn  by  pincers ;  solitude  unbearable. — S.  L.,  Calif omia  HomoBopathf 
December. 

Indications  for  Cactus  Grandiflora  in  Neuralgia.— Clock-like  regu- 
larity of  the  quotidian  attack;  pains  pulsating,  throbbing,  constricting  right  side; 
worse  frota  slightest  motion.— -S.  L.,  Oalifomia  Homoeopathy  December. 

Indications  for  Chelidonium  in  Neuralgia. — After  injuries,  where  arnica  is 
not  well  borne:  Excessive  lachrymation  in  orbital  neuralgia ;  pupils  contracted ; 
better  during  early  mom,  while  sweating. — S.  L.,  Oalifomia  Homoeopath,  December. 

Indications  for  Chininum  Arsenicosum  in  Neuralgia.— Violent  neuralgic 
pains  in  left  mammary  region,  as  though  it  were  torn  with  red  hot  tongs ;  worse  by 
motion  and  ascending;  temporal  or  supra-orbital  neuralgia. — 8.  L.,  Oalifomia 
Homoeopathy  December. 

Indications  for  Ealmia  Latifolia  in  Neuralgia.— Bight  side ;  pains  at 
irregular  times ;  continue  f^r  no  definite  period ;  come  suddenly  or  gradually,  and 
leave  as  uncertainly ;  pains  in  face  burning,  rending,  agonizing ;  periosteal  pains, 
worse  by  heat  and  sitting  bent,  better  by  cold  and  by  standing  up ;  albuminuria. — 
S.  L.,  Oalifomia  Homceopath,  December. 

Indications  for  I'erebinthina  in  Neuralgia.— Neuralgia  brachialis  and 
sub-scapularis  or  supra-orbitalis :  Worse  at  night ;  neuralgia  vaga,  with  twitchings, 
as  from  electric  shocks;  worse  from  motion.— 8.  L.,  (Slifomia  Homoeopath,  Ve- 
cember. 

Indications  for  Verbascum  in  Neuralgia. — Violent  jerking  pains,  or  like 
crushing  with  tongs,  caused  by  sudden  draught  of  air,  or  by  passing  from  the  fresh 
air  into  warm  room ;  regular  quotidian  attack  (cedron ),  with  considerable  eoryza 
and  lachrymation.— S.  L.,  Oalifomia  Homoeopathy  December. 

Antipyrine  in  Headache  and  Influenza.— We  abstract  briefly  from  the 
November  Oarrenl  Olinique,  the  following :  Mr.  W.,  aged  seventy-two,  had  imper- 
fect digestion,  and  frequently  severe  headache  in  consequence.  The  pain  was  in 
the  frontal  region,  and  was  aggravated  by  over-use  of  the  eyes.  As  the  attack  pro- 
ceeded, he  got  a  tender  spot  on  some  part  of  the  scalp,  generallv  in  the  right  frontal 
region.  He  had  a  vascular  disturbance,  with  throbbing  behind  the  right  eye.  Be- 
cause the  poisoning  cases,  in  certain  symptoms,  showed  a  strong  resemblance  to  mi- 
graine,  an  eight-grain  dose  of  antipyrine  was  prescribed.  The  pain,  which  had  been 
ard  and  continuous  for  two  hours,  was  entirely  gone  in  twenty  minutee^  and  did  not 
return  for  several  weeks.  Coincidently  with  the  cessation  of  the  pain,  there  ap- 
peared a  violent  attack  of  sneesing,  eoryza  and  lachrymation.    He  certainly  sneezed 
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twenty  times  without  a  pause.  There  was  irritation  of  the  larynx,  coughing,  tightr 
neas  of  the  chest,  difficulty  of  breathing  and  hoarseness.  After  the  lapse  of  an  hour 
these  symptoms  readily  faded  away,  leaving  him  fatigued  and  indisposed  to  repeat 
that  new  headache  remedy. 

Mr.  B.,  aged  forty,  presented  himself,  suffering  with  the  same  train  of  symptoms 
as  had  been  produced  in  Mr.  W.  The  suddenness  of  the  attack,  tiie  wide  extent  of 
irritation,  and  the  marked  irritability  of  the  mucous  surfaces,  suggested  the  use  of 
antipyrine.  That  medicine  was  prescribed  in  five-grain  doses  of  the  first  decimal 
trituration.  As  if  by  magic^  the  catarrhal  storm  was  warded  off,  and  the  patient 
almost  at  once  put  in  possession  of  his  usual  ease. 

Natruh  Muriaticum  in  Sick  Headache.—-"  Mrs.  P.,  seamstress,  has  a  sick 
headache  whenever  she  eats  rich  food.  Attack  commenced  with  dazzling  in  eyes, 
like  lightning,  which  lasted  half  an  hour,  and  ushered  in  a  throbbing  headache  in 
the  forehead  and  vertex,  with  nausea;  can  hardly  hold  her  eyes  open;  feet  cold, 
and  great  chilliness  all  over;  occasional  sour  or  bilious  vomiting.  Natrum  muri- 
oHaum^  200.  One  dose  cured." — Dr.  J.  C.  Morgan,  California  HomcBopathf  No- 
vember. 

Thea  Gjesabea  in  Pbeudo- Angina. — "A  lady  of  forty  suffers  from  sudden 
perversion  of  blood-supply  in  the  medulla  oblongata,  with  resultant  cardiac  dis- 
tress, the  latter  evidently  arising  from  increased  vagal  inhibition.  These  attacks, 
accompanied  by  acute  dyspnoea,  sudden  formation  of  flatus,  and  intense  sense  of 
impending  death,  are  quickly  relieved  by  thea  eoeacwea  12.  The  lady  is  not  a  tea 
drinker.  The  remedy  was  selected,  first,  because  of  the  sense  of  sinking  at  the  epi- 
gastrium that  precedes  ihe  attack;  second,  because  of  the  profound  anxiety  that 
attends  the  seizure ;  and  third,  on  account  of  the  sudden  production  of  wind  in 
quantities." — Dr.  Edward  Blake,  Monthly  HomoBopaihie  BevieWf  October. 

Spigelia  in  Cabdiac  Disobdeb.— Dr.  W.  S.  Bhaduri  cured  rapidly,  with 
apiytUa,  after  aconite,  bryonia  and  digitalis  had, failed,  a  young  man  who  had  high 
fever,  with  an  intense  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  chest.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
disease  at  the  first  examination.  The  pain  was  a  fine  stitch,  increased  by  deep  in- 
spiration and  change  of  posture ;  patient  in  great  mental  distress  and  screaming  and 
crying ;  heart  action  tumultuous,  visible  to  bystanders ;  difficult  and  labored  respira- 
tion, almost  snfibcation.  A  pericordial  friction  murmur  was  now  discovered,  but 
there  was  no  great  amount  of  percussion  dulness.  Spigelia  greatly  ameliorated  the 
condition  within  three  hours.  In  two  days  the  patient  was  able  to  sit  in  a  chair. 
— American  Homceopaihist,  December. 

Abnica  in  Cabdiac  Dropsy. — *'  J.  B.,  aged  sixty-nine,  cardiac  dilatation,  hydro- 
thorax  and  general  anasarca,  accompanied  by  the  inevitable  and  distressing  dyspnoea. 
The  lower  extremities  were  enormously  distended  and  oedematous,  and  so  sore  that 
the  touch  of  the  finger  caused  severe  pain.  Felt  bruised  and  beaten ;  '  ought  to  be 
black  and  blue,'  as  he  expressed  it.  I  determined  to  try  arnica^  to  relieve  the  sore- 
ness, if  possible,  and  prescribed  it  in  the  3x.  I  was  pleased  to  find  the  *  bloat ' 
lesisen  gradually  by  copious  urination,  until,  at  the  end  of  a  week,  the  limbs  had  re- 
gained their  normal  size,  the  dyspnoea  was  gone,  and  no  soreness  or  pain  as  before. 
ratient  was  able  to  lie  down  and  sleep,  and  be  out-of-doors,  things  he  had  not  ven- 
tured upon  for  sometime." — Dr.  W.  A.  Wakeley,  North  American  Journal  of  Homes- 
opathy,  November. 

Antiftbinb  in  Asthma. — Mr.  W.,  aged  fifty,  mechanic,  has  had  asthma  nearly 
everv  night  for  three  years.  He  had  no  bronchitis  nor  cardiac  trouble,  and  but  little 
emj^hysema.  He  would  have  one  or  two  attacks  every  night,  and  occasionally  one 
during  the  day.  He  had  taken  divers  remedies  from  many  physicians  with  no  effect. 
Fifteen-grain  doses  of  antipyrine  were  given  at  5  P.M.,  12  P.M.,  and  12  noon.  The 
patient  had  only  one  very  lig^ht  paroxvsm  during  this  time.  The  same  treatment 
was  repeated  on  the  following  day  with  a  still  better  effect.  Five-grain  doses  were 
then  given  eyery  three  hours,  during  the  four  succeeding  days,  until  the  asthma  had 
ceased.  The  medicine  was  then  withdrawn.  Some  weeks  later  he  reported  no  re- 
turn of  the  paroxysm.  The  antipyrine  was  given  because  the  prescriber  had  noted 
among  the  poisoning  symptoms  produced  by  the  drug,  severe  nts  of  coughing,  but 
unattended  with  expectoration;  breathing  hard  and  labored,  accompanied  by  a 
feeling  of  suffocation  and  complete  inability  to  lie  down;  extreme  tightness  of  the 
chest  and  throat,  with  loss  of  voice  and  difficulty  of  breathing ;  sreat  sense  of  suffoca- 
tion, tightness  of  chest  and  wheezing  cough. — Uwrent  CVtni^uc,  November. 
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Iqmatia  nr  Chbovic  Catabbh.— **  Ignatia  is  a  drug  not  generally  recognized 
in  chronic  catarrh  of  the  frontal  sinnses  and  ethmoidal  cells,  but  I  have  seen  most 
remarkable  effects  from  it  when  the  distress  centred  just  across  the  nose,  between 
the  eyes.  It  relieves  the  present  distress  of  the  patient  and  contributes  largely  to 
the  cnre  of  the  chronic  catarrh. — ^T.  F.  Allen,  C%tronuM»,  November. 

Amb&osia  ABTEMisiFOiiiA  IS  Hay  Feveb.— Dr.  C.  F.  Millspaugh,  in  the 
November  HomcBopatkie  Beeorder,  reports  the  cure  of  four  cases  of  hay  fever  by  the 
administration  of  atoAroBia  in  the  3d  centesimal. 

Sekbqa  in  Cough,  with  Symptoms  in  the  Back.— Dr.  St.  Clair  Smith  tells  of 
a  spasmodic  cough,  in  an  elderly  gentleman,  who  complained  of  a  nain  in  the  back, 
over  the  kidneys,  a  bursting,  distending  pain,  as  if  the  back  would  split  with  each 
paroxysm  of  coughing,  curad  with  one  dose  of  senega 3. — ''Therapeutic  Notes,'' 
North  American  JourMd  cf  Hofnaopalhyf  October. 

STAFHiaAQBiA  IN  Spabmodig  Couoh.— Dr.  H.  St.  Clair  Smith,  with  one  dose  of 
the  200th  of  sfopAua^ria,  cured  Dr.  B.  of  a  severe  spasmodic  cough,  excited  by  tickling 
in  the  larynx  or  trachea,  accompanied  by  a  bursting  pain  in  the  forehead,  as  if  it 
would  be  torn  asunder. — "Therapeutic  Notes,"  North  American  Journal  ofHomat- 
opathy,  October. 

Some  Remedies  of  See  vice  m  Phthisis  Pulmonalis.— Dr.  Morrison,  in 
the  Bristol  Monthly  HomoBopathic  Review  for  December,  mentions  the  following 
drugs :  DioMorea  for  spasmodic  cough  ;  bryonia^  tincture  to  3x,  for  bronchial  ana 
pleuritic  symptoms ;  araenioUeof  atryehnine^  granules  or  3x  trituration,  for  depression 
of  temperature  and  primary  abdominal  mischief;  lyeopodium^  12  to  30,  for  the  latter 
effects  of  pneumonia;  sulphide  of  oaleivm,  granules  or  3x  trituration,  for  constitu- 
tional and  germicide  effects;  ehamomiUoj  tincture,  for  colliquative  perspirations; 
phoaphoruSj  3x  to  30,  for  congestive  and  acute  pneumonic  symptoms,  and  ^luusins, 
granules,  for  anorexia  and  furred  tonguC)  and  constriction  of  the  intercostal  muscles. 

Kali  Beomatum  in  the  Colic  op  Infants.— Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  in  the  October 
Medical  Advance,  tells  of  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  colic  in  infants  cured  by  varying 
potencies  of  kali  bromatum, 

Bbyonia  in  Cheonic  Diarbhcea.— Dr.  C.  F.  Millspangh  reports  the  cure  with 
bryonia  30  and  200  of  a  diarrhoea  of  twenty  years'  duration.  It  was  one  of  those 
bowel  complaints  that  followed  the  camp  fevers  of  the  war. — Homoeopathic  Recorder, 
November. 

Podophyllum  in  an  Undiagnosed  Case. — Dr  St.  Clair  Smith,  in  the  North 
American  Journal  of  Homaopathy  for  November,  relates  the  following  case:  '*Dr. 

consulted  me  for  a  condition  of  ill-health  which  had  come  upon  him  each 

summer  for  several  years,  and  for  which  he  had  tried  various  modes  of  treatment 
without  avail.  He  was  pallid,  and  complained  of  great  lassitude,  with  disinclination 
for  any  exertion — physical  or  mental.  The  least  physical  exertion  tired  him  out. 
His  tongue  was  covered  with  a  thick,  yellowish  fur,  which  looked  like  a  layer  of 
thick  felt  or  chamois  skin,  breath  exceedingly  heavy  and  bad,  no  appetite,  an  abun- 
dance of  gas  in  stomach  and  bowels,  with  frequent  belching  of  bad  tasting  gas  without 
relief.  Constant  diarrhoea,  stools  thin,  not  watery,  nor  copious,  about  the  consistency 
of  condensed  milk  or  thick  cream,  and  about  the  color  of  flour,  gruel  or  pap,  with  a 
most  atrocious  odor.  They  were  passed  without  pain.  One  dose  of  podophytluai  200 
cured.    He  was  better  next  morning. 

Eucalyptus  Oil  in  Diabbhoba.— Mr.  W.,  aged  forty-three,  became  wet,  and 
for  a  week  suffered  from  pains  across  the  upper  abdomen  and  a  profuse*  yellow, 
watery  diarrhoea;  no  appearance  of  blood,  but  a  little Inucus ;  pulse,  100;  tempera- 
ture, 100®  F.;  tongue  very  foul,  yellow  and  slimy.  Eucalyptus  oil,  administered  by 
Dr.  £.  M.  Madden,  cured. — Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review,  October. 

Phosphobus  in  Cheonic  Bbiqht's  Disease,  with  Heabt  Symptoms. — Dr.  J. 
H.  Freer  was  consulted  by  an  elderly  lady,  whom  he  had  previously  treated 
for  acute  Bright's  disease,  with  ursemic  convulsions,  for  irregular  heart  action. 
Especially  atler  fatigue  her  heart  would  become  embarrassed  in  action,  and  she 
would  have  a  sensation  of  suffocation,  attended  and  followed  by  irregular  and 
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tumultnoog  action  of  the  heart.  An  ezamioation  of  the  urine  microsoopically  dis- 
covered nothing  abnormal  save  an  abundance  of  oH  globules.  Phosphorus,  pre- 
scribed on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  oil  globules^  caused  a  disappearance  of  the 
cardiac  syn^toms.— **  Therapeutic  Notei*,"  North  Ameritan  J&nnud  of  Homoeopaihy^ 
October. 

Benzoate  of  LiTHiA  IN  Dysubia.— Dr.'  S.  D.  Johnson,  in  the  September  Medi- 
cal Current,  tells  of(a  lady,  twenty-eight  years  old,  an  invalid,  who  had  a  tormenting 
dysuria  of  long  standing.  There  was  **  constant  urging  and  severe  pain  at  the  com- 
pletion of  urination ;  the  bowels  were  obstinate! v  constipated;  the  urine  was  very 
highly-colored,  and  so  intensely  fcetid  that  it  had  to  be  carried  from  the  room." 
BeiaoaU  ofUUua,  14  trit.,  g^ve  prompt  relief. 

Mercubius  in  Acrid  Urine. — A  small  child  was  brought  to  Dr.  S.  D.  Johnson 
with  the  following  history :  Every  time  it  urinated  it  would,  shortly  after,  begin  to 
cry,  and  would  continue  in  evident  pain,  unless  it  was  immediately  washed  off. 
Mercurius  3x  relieved  at  once.  Dr.  Johnson  also  relieved  with  mercurius  a  lady 
who  "  had  to  wash  the  urine  off,  if  it  touched  her  anywhere  about  the  vulva." — 
Medical  Current,  September. 

Remedies  for  Puerperal  Ketention  of  Urine. — Dr.  Sheldon  Leavitt,  in 
the  September  HomoBopaihie  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  in  discussing  the  treatment  of  puer- 
peral urinary  retention,  gives  the  following  remedies : 

Belladonna. — One  of  the  best.  Especially  indicated  in  those  cases  where  there 
has  been  a  small  loss  of  blood ;  oonsiaerable  arterial  tension. 

Aconite, — ^When  the  woman  has  exhibited  strong  reaction  from  the  strain  of  labor; 
moderately  strong,  rapid  pulse. 

Arsenicum. — Ketention,  unaccompanied  with  desire  to  urinate. 

Nuz  Vomica, — Frequent  or  constant  desire  and  ineffectual  effort. 

Arsenicum  and  Hyo6cyamus  in  Post-Partum  Retention  of  Urine.—'*  In 
retention  of  urine  after  parturition,  with  no  desire  whatever,  arsenicum  3x  seldom 
or  never  fails.  If  there  is  a  desire,  with  some  twitching  of  the  muscles,  hyoscya- 
mus,  2x  dilution,  may  relieve." — Dr.  S.  D.  Johnson,  M^ical  Current,  September. 

The  Iodide  of  Lime  in  Fibroids  of  the  Uterus. — "  I  have  cured  twenty- 
eight  cases  of  fibroid  tumors  of  the  uterus,  varying  in  size  from  a  hickory  nut  to  an 
infant's  head,  with  the  iodide  of  lime,  fifteen  or  twenty  grains  to  the  pint  of  water, 
which  would  give  us  about  the  second  or  third  decimal  dilution  ;  one  tablespoon- 
fnl  after  each  meal,  for  from  three  to  twenty  months  has  invariably  cured  these 
cases."— Dr.  Phillips,  Jfcdica/ J5Va,  October. 

Kreosotum  in  Uterine  Disease. — "  Mrs.  A.,  aged  twenty-nine,  usuallv  very 
strong,  had  not  been  out  of  her  house  in  two  years ;  fainted  when  asked  by  her 
physician  to  allow  me  to  see  her ;  very  nervous ;  could  not  bear  even  the  clothes  of 
her  bed  touched.  She  had  been  treated  (locally)  fifteen  months  by  one,  and  eleven 
montlis  by  another,  old  school  physician.  Her  left  arm  was  almost  useless.  She  suf- 
fered from  constipation,  and  had  ulceration  of  the  womb,  with  offensive  leucorrhcea, 
that  caused  a  burning  sensation  wherever  it  touched  the  skin.  She  complained  most 
of  a  *  ball  of  hot  iron  '  in  the  pelvis.  Taking  the  latter  symptom  for  a  key-note,  I 
found,  out  of  the  totality  of  symptoms,  enough  to  warrant  a  prescription  of  kreo^ 
solum.  Her  recovery  began  at  once.  In  five  weeks  she  went  shopping,  and  walked 
several  blocks.  Discharsed  cured." — Dr.  Juliet  P.  Van  Event,  North  American 
Journal  of  Homaopathy,  November. 

Sbcale  in  Prolapsus  Uteri.— Dr.  H.  E.  Deane,  in  the  British  Monthly  Roma- 
opathie  Review  for  November,  tells  of  a  case  of  prolapsus  uteri  occurring  in  a  miriti- 
para,  in  whom  the  womb  was  slightly  enlarged  and  the  vagina  very  flaccid.  She 
complained  greatly  of  pain  in  the  back.  Secale  comutum  Ix,  in  five-drop  doses,  was 
prescribed.  She  felt  some  relief  after  the  first  dose,  and  in  a  fortnight  could  per- 
form her  household  duties  comfortably. 

Sepia  in  Uterine  Disease.— Dr.  Juliet  P.  Van  Evera,  in  the  North  American 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy  for  November,  relates  the  following  case:  "A  clergyman's 
wife,  a^ed  thirty ;  black  eyes  and  fair  skin.  With  the  aid  of  a  speculum  I  found 
extensive  ulceration  of  the  oe  uteri,  ichorous  discharge,  excoriating  the  vagina  and 
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external  parts ;  face  brown  with  moth  spots,  especially  the  forehead ;  very  dejected, 
never  incfulgioff  in  a  smile.  She  was  in  a  perfect  state  of  health  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  and  the  beginning  of  ill-health  dated  back  six  months ;  from  her  marriage 
she  had  suffered  with  an  unconqaerable  ambition  to  reach  the  altitude  of  her  hus- 
band's grand  ideas ;  she  was  morbidly  jealous  of  his  library,  church,  and  everything 
else.  The  husband  was  distressed,  unconscious  of  his  part  in  the  case.  To  cheer 
her,  the  more  sparkling  wit  he  gave  to  his  jokes,  the  more  ignorant  and  stupid  she 
thought  herself.    Sepia  cured." 

Oxalic  Acid  in  Lumbago. — "  Mrs.  S.,  aged  fifty-five  years,  had  been  suffering  for 
five  days  with  an  excruciating  lumbago,  when  she  presented  the  following  symp- 
toms: Terrible  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  extending  down  the  thighs  and  over  the 
region  of  both  kidneys ;  extremely  anxious  to  change  position  frequently,  but  the 
slightest  movement,  assisted  or  unassisted,  caused  her  to  shriek  out  in  agony  ;  fre- 
quent desire  to  pass  large  amounts  of  urine,  but  the  pain  on  moving  was  so  great  that 
she  would  shrink  from  the  attempt ;  legs  numb  and  very  weak  and  cold ;  pulse 
rapid ;  short,  distressed  breathing  in  general,  though  at  times  there  were  intervals 
of  easier  respiration;  appetite  normal,  though  swallowing  was  difficult  and  painful. 
1  prescribed  oxalic  acid  30  in  half  hour  doses,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that 
two  hours  afterward  she  could  be  placed  upon  the  vessel  with  very  little  pain.  She 
sat  up  twelve  hours  after,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  was  entirely  relievea." — Dr.  C. 
F.  Millspaugh,  Homceopaihic  Recorder^  November. 

Arnica  in  Sciatica. — A  patient,  aged  sixty-four,  consulted  Dr.  W.  A.  Wakeley 
during  a  severe  attack  of  sciatica,  to  which  he  had  been  subject.  He  had  the  usual 
severe  pain  extending  from  hip  to  knee  and  occasionally  shooting  to  foot,  but  in 
addition  the  limb  felt  bruised  and  beaten,  and  he  was  unable  to  bear  even  the 
pressure  of  clothing  on  it.  "  Felt  just  as  it  had  once  when  kicked  by  a  horse." 
Arnica  3x  was  prescribed,  and  two  days  later  his  sciatica  (of  six  weeks'  standing) 
was  entirely  gone,  as  was  also  the  attending  soreness.— ^ortA  American  Journal  of 
HomcBopaihy,  November. 

Mercurius  Cyanatus  in  Diphtheria.— In  the  British  Monthly  HomoBopaihic 
Review  for  October,  Dr.  T.  6.  Stonham  reports  the  cure  of  seven  cases  of  diphtheria 
with  mercurixa  cyanatxa  30.  The  cases  were  contagious,  characterized  by  fetor  of 
breath,  rather  low  temperature,  rapid  pulse,  and,  in  several  cases,  considerable  pros- 
tration. 

AuRUM  Metallicum  in  Syphilis. — Dr.  8.  H.  filake  cured  a  man  of  thirty-five 
who  suffered  from  constitutional  syphilis,  with  sore  throat,  nodes  on  the  skull, 
glandular  enlargement,  psoriasis  and  a  warty  excrescence  on  the  prepuce,  after 
iodide  of  potash,  chloride  and  biniudide  of  mercury  and  Phytolacca  haa  been  un- 
successfully employed,  with  aurum  metaUicum  3x. — HomcBopathic  BevieWj  August. 

Kali  Hydriodicum  in  Syphilitic  Phthisis. — "  An  old  man  was  affected  with 
extensive  and  long-standing  syphilis,  the  bones  of  the  skull  being  very  carious.  He 
also  had  phthisis,  evidently  of  syphilitic  character,  presumably  syphilitic  deposits 
in  the  lungs.  There  were  thick,  purulent  sputa,  together  with  the  ordinary  symp- 
toms of  phthisis.  No  remedy  did  good,  though  several  pulmonary  remedies  were 
tried,  until  kali  hydriodicum  Ix  was  tried,  then  immediate  benefit  followed,  and  the 
lung  condition  was  cure<l." — Dr,  S.  H.  Blake,  HomcBOpaihie  Review,  August. 

Mercurius  Solubilis  in  Syphilitic  Suppuration. — Dr.  S.  H.  Blake,  in  the 
August  Homoeopathic  Review^  relates  the  following  case:  **  A  case  of  constitutional 
syphilis  occurred  in  a  man  aged  twenty-five,  associated  with  suppurating  local  sores. 
The  case  was  seen  during  the  first  outbreak,  the  sores  being  still  present.  The  skin 
was  extensively  affected  with  a  pustular  eruption,  very  like  small-pox,  the  pustules 
even  being  somewhat  umbi Heated,  with  red  areola.  Afereuriua  solubilis  cured  all  in 
a  few  days." 

Hypericum  in  Pain. — Deprecating  the  use  of  morphia  in  surgicAl  cases,  Dr. 
Gilchrist  says:  "Hypericum  absolutely  prevents  pain  in  any  kind  of  operation 
which  is  painful  in  nature.  It  makes  no  difference  m  what  form  you  administer  it, 
whether  in  the  tincture,  the  thirtieth,  or  two-hundredth,  the  results  are  the  same. 
I  know  that  many  think  where  there  is  any  mechanical  obstruction  it  is  necessary  to 
give  an  anodyne." — Northwestern  Journal  of  HomcBopaiky,  September. 


/oT^^VTht:^ 


THE 


HAHNEMANNIAN  MONTHLY. 

FEBRUARY,   1890. 


THE  ALBUMINURIAS  OF  PREGNANCY. 

BY  GLIFFOBD  MITCHELL,  M.D.,  OHrCAGO,  ILL. 

II.    DiAaNoeis. 

The  essentials  in  diagnosis  are  the  following:  First,  to  differ- 
entiate between  anorganic  (functional)  albuminuria  and  organic; 
second,  in  cases  of  oi^nic  albuminuria,  to  distinguish  between  renai 
and  extra-renal,  I  limit  the  term  ^*  renal ''  to  lesion  of  the  renal 
substance  proper,  and  do  not  include  that  of  the  collecting  portion  of 
the  kidney. 

Oareful  diagnosis  is  necessary,  first,  for  prognosis ;  second,  as  a 
guide  in  treatment. 

Ten  years  ago,  I  b^an  the  crusade  for  twenty-four  hours'  urine, 
and  with  such  success  that  it  is  now  the  rule  rather  than  the  excep- 
tion for  patients  to  comply  with  a  request  for  the  total  quantity 
passed  in  a  day.  It  is  particularly  necessary  in  pr^nancy  that 
twenty-four  hours'  collections  be  repeatedly  made ;  in  order  to  facili- 
tate matters,  I  have  devised  a  method  for  such  collections  which  I 
hope  will  become  as  popular  elsewhere  as  it  is  among  those  to  whom 
I  have  already  recommended  it. 

Just  How  to  Collect  the  Urine  of  Twenty-four  Hours. 

Begin  the  collection  on  Sunday  morning,  if  it  is  inconvenient  to 
do  so  on  week-days.     Use  the  following  apparatus  (see  Fig.) : 

A,  receiving  vessel ;  the  most  convenient  is  a  neckless  glass  pitcher, 
six  inches  or  more  in  diameter  at  its  widest  part.  Rinse  out  with 
scalding  water  before  voiding  urine  into  it.  Invert  and  let  drain ; 
do  not  wipe  out  with  dirty  doths. 
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By  a  clean  glass  bottle,  holding  about  half  a  pint. 

C,  a  clean  quart  bottle  for  the  day-urine. 

D,  a  clean  quart  bottle  for  the  night-urine. 

The  patient  rises  Sunday  morning,  empties  the  bladder  thoronghly, 
not  saving  the  urine  thus  voided.  But  from  after  breakfast  on,  all 
urine  is  to  be  saved.  All  urine  is  to  be  voided  into  the  pitcher,  A, 
and  on  no  account  into  a  chamber- vessel. 

Pour  the  urine  thus  ooUected  in  vessel  A  into  bottle  C,  using  a 
glass  funnel.  All  day  long  on  Sunday  void  urine  into  vessel  A  and 
transfer  to  bottle  C,  as  before,  corking  tightly  with  clean  rubber 
cork.  Urine  voided  during  the  evening,  before  going  to  bed,  should 
be  included  with  that  in  bottle  C. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  urine  voided  during  the  night,  and  that  which 


is  voided  on  rising  Monday  morning,  should,  after  collection  in  vessel 
A,  be  poured  into  bottle  D,  and  corked  tightly  as  before.  Next, 
label  bottle  C  "  Day-urine,"  and  bottle  D  "  Night-urine."  Lastly, 
collect  and  pour  into  the  small  bottle  B,  thus  far  not  mentioned,  the 
urine  voided  on  Monday  at  about  noon  or  early  afternoon,  or  at  any 
time  when  the  patient  has  been  taking  the  most  exercise.  Women, 
before  voiding  urine  for  bottle  B,  should,  if  possible,  take  a  cleansing 
injection.  If  the  urine  is  to  be  sent  out  of  town,  add  to  that  in  each 
bottle  one-hundredth  its  volume  of  chloroform.  If  these  directions 
are  complied  with,  the  physician  obtains  (1)  the  day-urine,  (2)  the 
night-urine,  (3)  a  sample  voided  after  most  vigorous  exercise.  Never 
collect  urine  in  the  ordiiwry  chamber-vessel.  The  glass  pitcher  which 
I  describe  costs  but  twenty-five  cents,  and  can  be  kept  entirely  for 
the  use  of  the  patient  himself,  is  easily  and  thoroughly  cleaned,  and 
in  every  way  is  more  desirable  than  the  relic  of  barbarism  which,  for 
centuries,  has  been  in  vogue.     I  hope,  before  many  years,  to  become 
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80  imperious  in  mj  urinary  sway  as  to  refuse  either  to  look  at  or  to 
examine  urine  which  has  been  collected  in  the  ordinary  household 


Urine  collected  in  the  manner  which  I  have  described  is  free  from 
micro-organisms^  save  those  from  the  patient  himself.  It  keeps 
fresh  longer,  because  from  beginning  to  end  of  the  collection  every 
precaution  in  regard  to  cleanlineas  has  been  observed. 

[I  claim,  by  means  of  my  method  described,  to  find  tube-casts 
in  cases  where  competent  observers  have  previously  reported  ^^  no 
casts."  The  reason  is  simple:  When  some  urines  are  collected  in  a 
chamber-pot  they  soon  become  turbid  from  presence  of  micro-organ- 
isms. This  is  particularly  true  of  the  urine  of  women.  The  tur- 
bidity does  not  readily  settle,  and  the  casts  have  no  chance  to  collect 
at  the  bottom  of  the  glass,  being  suspended  in  the  mucus-cloud 
throughout  the  urine.  It  then  becomes  a  matter  of  chance  whether 
the  physician  finds  them  or  not.  Second,  if  a  cleasing  injection  is 
not  taken  by  women  before  urine  is  voided  there  is  often  such  a  mass 
of  mucus,  epithelial  cells,  and,  in  cases  of  leucorrhcea,  purulent  ad- 
mixture from  the  vagina,  that  a  few  hyaline  and  finely  granular  casts 
may  be  completely  hidden  from  view.  Moreover,  colonies  of  bac- 
teria and  masses  of  granular  matter  may  be  mistaken  for  casts  and 
a  direful  prognosis  given,  when  a  vaginal  discharge  is  responsible 
for  the  whole.] 

How  TO  Measure  the  Twenty-fotjr  Hours'  Urine. 

Measure  first  the  day  urine;  second,  the  night  urine.  Use  a 
graduate,  and  whichever  measure,  American  or  French,  is  most 
familiar.  Fluid  ounces  may  be  converted  into  cubic  centimetres  by 
multiplying  by  30. 

Compare  the  quantity  of  day-urine  with  that  of  the  night.  Day- 
urine  should,  in  health,  exceed  the  night-urine  in  volume. 

I  subjoin  a  number  of  measurements  of  day-  and  night-urine, 
which  I  have  made  in  cases  of  renal  lesions : 

Day,  O.C.  Night,  c.c. 

Sub-acate  diffase  nephritis, 740  710 

Chronic             •*                  720  1260 

"                  "                  760  780 

"                  «                  720  1410 

•*                   "                  760  760 

"                   "                  760  660 

**         parenchymatoQS  nephritis,   .        .        .  380  380 

**        diffuse  nephritis, 900  360 

"                   «                   660  460 

"                   "                   660  400 

**         parenchymatous  nephritis,    .        .        •  166  360 
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In  all  eleven  of  these  specimens  albumin  and  tube-casts  were 
found.  It  will  be  seen  that  in /our  of  the  cases  the  night-urine  ex- 
ceeded the  day ;  in  five  cases  the  quantities  were  about  equal ;  in  two 
cases  the  day-urine  exceeded  the  night-urine  by  250  cubic  centimetres 
or  over. 

The  following  list  shows  a  number  of  cases,  not  renal,  and  in 
which  neither  albumin  nor  casts  could  be  found : 

Day,  CO.  Kight,  co. 

Melancholia, 830  500 

Nearasthenia, 660  240 

DiagnoeU  unknown, 500  220 

Inflammation,  neck  of  the  bladder,    ...  700  380 

"                    ""....  1050  300 

"                    "'*....  650  300 

Neurasthenia, 660  240 

Inflammation,  neck  of  the  bladder,    ...  660  270 

Nervous  prostration, 390  180 

Diabetes  decipiena, 360  260 

Renal  calculus, 320  340 

In  these  eleven  cases  there  is  only  one  in  which  the  night-urine 
exceeds  the  day,  and  in  that  case  the  condition  was,  so  far  as  I  can 
find,  due  to  renal  calculus,  history  of  renal  colic,  etc. 

I  add  four  more  measurements  in  cases  of  renal  inadequacy,  three 
of  them  in  a  case  in  which  I  find  occasionally  hyaline  casts  and  a 
trace  of  albumin,  but  sometimes  neither.  The  other  in  a  case  of 
what  appears  to  be  paroxysmal  albuminuria : 

Day,  C.C  Night,  c.c. 

Benal  inadequacy  with  occasionally  casts, .        .      940  720 

"  "  «*  "  "      .        .      980  360 

•'  "  "  "  "     .        .    1055  320 

"  «  «  «      albumin,.        .      640  420 

These  last  two  cases  may  be  set  down  as  doubtful ;  time  is  needed 
for  a  diagnosis. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  these  measurements  is  that 
while  it  may  be  possible  to  find  albumin  and  casts  in  cases  in  which 
the  day-urine  considerably  exceeds  the  night,  it  is  certainly  advisable 
to  examine  thoroughly  the  urine  in  all  cases  of  pregnancy  when  it  is 
fownd  that  the  day-urine  is  either  less  than  the  night  or  but  little  in 
excess  of  it. 

In  my  next  paper  I  shall  explain  more  fully  the  points  which,  in 
my  mind,  distinguish  organic  albuminuria  from  merely  functional 
disturbance,  and  second,  true  albuminuria  (lesion  of  the  renal  sub- 
stance) from  false  lesion  of  collecting  and  conducting  portions  of  the 
urinary  tract. 
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THE  SEQUELS  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

BT  a  MAXWELL    CHRISTINE,  A.M.,  M.D.,    WITH   NOTES    ON  A  CASE  BY 
•  HORACE  F.   IVINS,  M.D. 

(Read  before  the  Philadelphia  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  October  10, 1889.) 

During,  or  shortly  after,  convalescence  from  typhoid  fever,  there 
will  occasionally  occur  disease-manifestations  bearing  to  the  original 
disease  the  relation  of  effect  to  cause.  These  results  are  known  as 
sequels.  Respecting  scarlet-fever  and  diphtheria,  these  untoward 
results  have  been  fairly  well  studied  and  are  generally  well  compre- 
hended. The  sequels  of  typhoid  fever  do  not,  however,  seem  to  have 
engaged  quite  the  attention  which  their  importance  demands.  The 
remark  of  frequent  utterance  among  the  laity,  and  occasionally 
among  the  profession,  that  a  patient  having  typhoid  fever  will,  if  he 
recovers,  be  the  healthier  for  having  had  the  disease,  needs  con- 
siderable qualification,  for  in  many  instances  the  gravest  possible 
conditions  supervene  on  the  subsidence  of  the  fever. 

In  his  "  Toner  lecture,"  Dr.  W.  W.  Keen  has  exhaustively  con- 
sidered the  surgical  complications  and  sequels  of  typhus  and  typhoid 
fevers.  To  those  physicians  who  have  not  read  this  lecture,  or  who 
have  not  paid  special  attention  to  this  subject,  Dr.  Keen's  article  will 
furnish  much  valuable  information.  This  author  shows  that  dis- 
eases of  the  joints,  oedema  glottidis  and  necrosis  of  the  cartilages  of 
the  larynx,  gangrene  of  the  extremities  and  other  parts,  fiqtulsB  of 
various  kinds,  etc.,  are  the  surgical  sequels  most  apt  to  occur  after 
these  fevers. 

What  is  probably  the  best  existing  general  consideration,  from  a 
medical  standpoint,  of  the  sequels  of  typhoid  fever,  is  given  by  Dr. 
James  C.  Wilson  in  his  estimable  work  on  "  The  Continued 
Fevers."     This  article  is  likewise  well  worth  a  careful  perusal. 

In  addition  to  these  two  references  there  are  to  be  found  here  and 
there  among  medical  books  and  journals  other  references  of  a  more 
or  less  complete  character,  though  none  perhaps  so  thorough  as  those 
of  Keen  and  Wilson.  At  the  close  of  Dr.  Keen's  lecture  will  be 
found  a  large  list  of  references  to  the  literature  on  the  subject  of 
surgical  sequels,  but  I  know  of  no  published  medical  list  of  like 
nature.  Homoeopathic  medical  works  do  not  seem  to  contain  much 
on  the  subject.  I  account  for  this  partly  on  the  ground  that  the 
homoeopathic  physician  does  not  surcharge  his  patient  with  devitaliz- 
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ing  medicines,  and  therefore  does  not  so  frequently  meet  with  se- 
quels as  to  regard  it  of  sufficiently  great  importance  to  record  his 
observations.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  certainly  true  that  the  allo- 
pathic physicians  are  not  so  successful  in  curtailing  or  curing  this 
disease  as  is  the  homoeopathist,  and  that  therefore  the  ^former  more 
frequently  meets  with  sequels  and  is  called  upon  more  often  to  write 
concerning  them.  In  the  allopathic  practice  many  of  the  complica- 
tions and  sequels  occurring  result  from  the  heroic  character  of  the 
treatment.  Though  the  homoeopathic  physician  is  ever  ready  to  ad- 
minister remedies  in  sufficiently  large  doses  to  cure  the  disease,  the 
charge  can  not  be  laid  at  his  door  of  forcing  the  action  of  medicines 
beyond  their  necessary  degree  of  action.  Homoeopathy  seeks  to  act 
upon  the  disease  and  then  to  withold  drug  action,  so  that  such  parts 
of  the  system  as  are  not  affected  by  the  disease  will  not  be  altered 
functionally  or  organically  by  the  drug.  Allopathy  as  practiced  by 
the  '^old  school''  has  not  in  the  past  observed  this  rule,  and  what 
little  of  it  is  observed  to-day  by  them  has  been  copied,  without  due 
credit,  from  homoeopathy. 

Complications  and  sequels  occarring  in  the  practice  of  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  are  necessarily  the  result  of  some  other  cause  than 
over  drug-action.  Accusations  have  been  brought  against  the 
homoeopathic  physician  of  virtually  administering  no  medicine  at  all, 
which,  if  it  were  true,  would,  we  adroit,  account  for  the  existence  of 
some  of  the  typhoid  complications  and  sequels.  Admitting,  for  a 
moment,  this  unfounded  impeachment  be  true,  the  advantages  of  no 
treatment  at  all  over  the  heroic  treatment  of  the  allopathic  school, 
in  such  diseases  as  typhoid  fever,  are  so  manifest  that  the  indictment 
fails  to  be  of  any  force.  They  cannot  even  accuse  allopathy  of  being 
responsible  for  all  the  complications  and  sequels  which  may  occur  in 
the  course  of,  or  following,  the  disease  which  it  is  treating.  For 
independent  of  the  want  of  action,  or  of  the  over-action,  of  remedies, 
there  appears  to  be  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  fever  processes  to 
set  up  changes  of  nutrition  in  the  various  parts  of  the  body.  Nor 
is  it  strange  that  such  should  take  place,  in  view  of  the  fact  of  the 
great  tension  under  which  the  system  of  a  typhoid  or  typhus  fever 
patient  is  being  constantly  held.  There  are  fevers  in  which  the 
temperature  reaches  a  higher  point,  but  none  in  which  for  so  long  a 
time  it  is  kept  so  high.  In  this  respect,  typhoid  and  typhus  fevers 
are  unique.  The  prolongation  of  a  very  high  fever  over  a  period  of 
three  or  more  weeks,  with  the  consequent  weakening  of  the  heart  and 
circulation,  severe  nervous  strain,  intense  gastric  and  intestinal  dis- 
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tarbanoes,  frequent  pnlmoDarj^  renal  and  other  oomplioations^  con- 
Btitate  an  array  of  active  morbid  processes  not  equalled^  in  kind  or 
d^ree,  by  any  other  fever. 

Under  this  severe  tension  not  only  do  the  various  organs  of  the 
body  become  perturbed  in  function^  but  the  various  tissues  become 
the  seats  of  slow  inflammatory  changes^  the  powers  of  resistance  are 
weakened,  and  that  which  in  health  and  in  most  diseases  can  make 
no  impression  now  is  enabled  to  give  rise  to  congestion,  catarrhal  and 
other  inflammations,  ulceration,  embolism,  etc. 

Wilson  says  that  the  complications  and  sequels  of  typhoid  fever 
fall  into  two  classes :  The  first  of  these  comprises  those  which  are 
due  to  an  unusual  development  of  the  pathological  processes  of  the 
fever ;  the  second,  those  occurrences  not  necessarily  dependent  upon 
the  malady,  but  to  which  the  condition  of  the  patient  renders  him 
liable.  In  the  first  class  Wilson  includes  perforation,  peritonitis,  rup- 
ture of  the  muscles,  abscesses,  parotitis,  nephritis,  various  affections 
of  the  nervous  system,  venous  congestions,  hypostasis,  oedema,  throg^- 
bosis,  embolism,  infarction,  etc.  In  the  second  class  are  included 
pneumonia,  pleurisy,  erysipelas,  diphtheria,  etc.  This  author  then 
reviews  in  succession  the  following  complications  and  sequels : 

CEdematous  laryngitis,  ulcerative  laryngitis,  and  perichondrial 
laryngitis ;  necrosis  of  the  nasal  cartilages,  bronchial  catarrh,  hypo- 
static congestion  of  the  lungs,  oedema  of  the  lungs,  hsBmorrhagic 
infarcts,  lobar  pneumonia,  acute  miliary  tuberculosis,  pleurisy,  dila^ 
tation  of  the  heart  ventricles,  endo-  and  peri-carditis,  ulceration  of 
the  tongue  and  of  the  buccal  mucous  membrane,  catarrh  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  pharynx  and  posterior  nares,  swelling  of  the 
parotid  glands,  jaundice,  transitory  albuminuria,  hsBmaturia,  catarrh 
of  the  bladder,  profuse  or  premature  menstruation,  herpes  labial  is,  * 
facial  paralysis,  heemorrhages  into  the  skin,  boils  and  abscesses,  bed- 
sores, alopecia,  malformation  of  the  nails,  effusion  of  blood,  menin- 
gitis, feebleness  of  the  intellect  and  attacks  of  mania,  palsy,  neuralgias 
and  disturbances  of  sensation,  deafness,  paralysis  of  accommodation, 
amblyopic  conditions,  sloughing  of  the  cornea,  ansemia. 

This  list  of  sequels  of  typhoid  fever  is  more  than  sufficient  to 
indicate  the  wide  scope  of  the  divergences  from  the  direct  course  of 
the  disease  that  happen  more  or  less  frequently.  Some  of  them  are 
dependent  upon  actual  tissue  alteration,  whilst  others  are  consequent 
on  an  inability  on  the  part  of  the  system  to  make  up  for  tissue 
waste.  But,  in  addition  to  the  general  influence  which  the  typhoid 
poison  has  upon  the  system,  it  evidently  predilects  a  locality  for  the 
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expenditure  of  its  force,  which  locality  soon  becomes  the  seat  of 
atrophic  and  other  changes.  Lesion  of  the  solitary  and  agminated 
glands  is,  of  course,  a  constant  factor  in  typhoid  fever.  This  n^kes 
the  name  "  enteric  "  a  more  appropriate  term  for  the  disease  than  is 
'^  typhoid."  But  objections  to  this  term  have  been  ui^ed  on  the 
ground  that  the  intestinal  lesions  are  sometimes  secondary  in  gravity 
to  those  existing  elsewhere  as  a  result  of  the  typhoid  poison ;  and 
again,  that  Murchison  was  not  correct  in  his  statement  that  the 
agminated  and  solitary  glands  of  the  ileum  are  constantly  and  inva- 
riably diseased  in  typhoid  fever.  These  objections  seem,  at  first 
sight,  to  be  valid, — the  more  so  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  often 
intestinal  symptoms  are  very  mild,  while  symptoms  referable  to  other 
parts  of  the  body  are  markedly  severe,  and  that  sometimes  symptoms 
of  intestinal  lesion  defy  detection,  the  latter  being  demonstrable  only 
postrmortem.  All  available  evidence  on  the  subject  indicates  that 
typhoid  fever  has  a  ''  definite  anatomical  lesion,'^  and  that  its  hco  in 
eitua  is  in  the  intestine.  But  what  is  the  rationale  of  those  cases 
which,  as  we  have  said,  give  rise  to  doubts  that  this  is  so?  The  ex- 
planation is  as  follows :  The  agminated  and  solitary  glands  of  the 
ileum  ofiBciate  for  the  rest  of  the  body  as  guardians  against  the  intro- 
duction of  the  typhoid  poison.  On  its  entrance  into  the  intestine 
the  poison  finds  that  its  further  progress  into  the  system  is,  in  part 
or  in  whole,  checked.  If  the  amount  of  the  poison  is  great  and 
its  virulence  active,  we  find  the  intestinal  symptoms  proportion- 
ately prominent;  but  if  the  poison  has  been  received  into  the 
bowel  in  small  quantity,  and  its  virulence  moderate,  the  intestinal 
lesion  is  correspondingly  mild ;  or  the  guardianship  of  the  glands 
may  be  insufficieat,  and  the  poison  thus  finds  it  not  a  difficult 
'  matter  to  elude  their  vigilance.  Other  parts  of  the  body  then  be- 
come the  seat  of  the  typhoid  ravages,  in  which  case  the  intestinal 
symptoms  are  subordinate.  This  is  probably  the  true  explanation 
as  to  why  certain  cases  of  typhoid  fever  of  short  and  calm  duration, 
so  far  as  the  intestinal  manifestations  are  concerned,  have  serious 
complications,  or  are  quickly  followed  by  grave  and  fatal  sequels. 

Coupling  this  theory  of  the  cause  of  complications  and  sequels 
with  that  already  given  in  the  fore  part  of  this  paper,  we  have  their 
causation  satisfactorily  comprehended. 

Two  questions  of  vast  import  are :  Can  we  prevent  complications 
and  sequels  occurring  in  typhoid  fever?  Will  typhoid  fever  ever 
be  robbed  of  the  tendency  it  has  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  phy- 
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flician  whose  science^  art  and  care  are  each  exercised  to  keep  the 
action  of  the  poison  within  the  bounds  of  its  characteristic  sphere  ? 

I  will  not  attempt  to  answer  these*  questions^  except  in  a  general 
way.  As  has  been  before  stated^  typhoid  fever  is  more  easily  and 
certainly  cured  by  homoeopathic  treatment  than  by  that  of  the  ''  old- 
school/'  *  which  fact  already  gives  a  fiair  answer  to  the  questions  pro- 
pounded. But  even  the  most  zealous  homoeopath  will  certainly  not 
lay  claim  to  a  perfect  immunity  from  sequels  in  typhoid  fever^  even 
under  his  most  approved  treatment ;  for,  as  we  have  pointed  out, 
there  are  sequels,  as  well  as  complications,  which  are  independent  of 
the  character  of  the  treatment,  but  which  have  a  direct  relationship 
with  the  activity  of  the  typhoid  poison  or  the  weakness  and  suscep- 
tibility of  the  system  affected. 

The  appropriate  use  of  medicine  and  the  required  administration 
of  nutriment  will  do  much  to  ward  off  a  large  percentage  of  these 
nndesired  results.  The  early  recognition  of  side-symptoms  and  the 
institution  of  the  indicated  treatment  will  often  check  them  in  their 
incipiency. 

No  case  of  typhoid  fever  can  I^  considered  out  of  danger  or  cured 
until  a  long  period  has  elapsed  after  the  decline  of  the  fever.  The 
length  of  this  period  is  not  a  fixed  quantity, ^but  differs  in  each  case. 
During  the  active  course  of  the  fever,  as  well  as  during  convales- 
cence, the  utmost  watchfulness  should  be  exercised  for  the  detection 
of  complicating,  intercurrent  and  accidental  events.  ''The  eye  should 
seize  upon  any  hindered  movements,  even  without  pain,  and  no  com- 

*  Significant  Fioubes.— Those  who  think  that  homoeopathy  has  no  further 
▼ictories  to  win  are  invited  to  consider  these  statistics,  taken  from  the  HomoBopaihic 
World.  The  recent  typhoid  epidemic  at  Melbourne  afforded  an  opportunity  for 
comparison  of  results  at  the  different  hospitals.  We  will  give  the  figures  of  the 
three  principal  hospitals  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  1889: 


Melbourne  Hospital,     . 

Alfred  Hospital,    . 

Homoeopathic  Hospital, 
Less  than  half  died  under  homoeopathic  treatment  than  there  did  under  allopathic, 
and,  more  than  that,  the  patients  were  ill  a  much  shorter  time ;  for  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital,  with  its  sixty  beds,  was  able  to  treat  almost  as  many  patients  as 
the  other  hospitals,  with  five  times  the  amount  of  accommodation  in  the  case  of 
the  Melbourne,  and  more  than  twice  the  amount  in  the  case  of  the  Alfred  Hospital. 
How  our  allopathic  friends  will  evade  these  facts  is  not  known.  The  comparison 
is  perfectly  fair,  and  the  legitimate  conclusion  is  that  homoeopathy  cures  twice  as 
many  cases  of  typhoid  fever  as  allopathy  does. — North  Amer,  Joum.  of  Horn.,  Sep- 
tember, 1889. 


No.  of 

No.  of  beds,  typhoid  cases. 

Deaths. 

Percentage. 

.    318                431 

78 

18.1 

.    144                324 

50 

15.4 

.      60               305 

22 

7.2 
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plaints  of  paiD  should  fall  upon  a  deafear,  especially  if  it  be  in  the 
throat,  the  belly- wall,  the  buttock,  the  hip-joint,  the  eyes  or  the  toes. 
It  may  be  the  vagariesof  a  wandering  mind.  But  it  may  also  be,  as 
we  have  seen,  the  herald  of  the  greatest  dangers,  whose  attacks  may 
be  entirely  repelled  or  their  force  broked  by  heeding  this  timely 
warning." — (Keen,) 

The  following  two  cases  are  given  to  illustrate  two  forms  of  sequel. 
The  one  followed  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever  of  unusual  severity ; 
the  other  followed  closely  on  one  of  short  and  mild  duration.  The 
first  is  a  not  very  rare  form  of  sequel ;  but  the  second  is  very  infre- 
quent. 

PeriodUia. — Mrs.  R.,  ©t  27,  resident  of  Philadelphia,  was  taken 
ill  at  Atlantic  City  with  what,  for  a  time,  it  was  difficult  to  differen- 
tiate between  tuberculosis  and  typhoid  fever.  The  diagnosis  of  typhoid 
fever  was  finally  established,  and  the  case  was  subsequently  transferred 
from  the  care  of  an  allopathic  physician  of  the  place  to  a  homoeo- 
path.    I  remained  the  consultant  with  the  second  ph3rsician. 

Delirium,  angina  pectoris,  coccygodynia,  cystic  and  urethral  irrita- 
bility, ulceration  of  the  lower  bowel,  and  other  complications  account 
for  this  long  duration.  During  convalescence,  which  was  rapid  when  it 
finally  set  in,  there  began  the  formation  of  a  node  on  the  anterior 
aspect  of  the  tibia  and  one  on  a  rib  of  the  right  side.  The  pain  and 
swelling  soon  became  very  marked.  Calc.  fluor.  was  administered 
until  a  sinus  opened,  when  the  remedy  was  changed  to  silicea.  At 
this  writing,  the  leg  is  thoroughly  well  and  the  rib  is  fast  becoming 

80. 

Laryngeal  Tumor,  Paralysis  op  the  Abductors  op  the 
Vocal  Cords. 

Case  No.  2. — George  P.,  set.  18,  came  to  my  office  on  March  28th 
with  headache,  vertigo,  and  sore  throat;  pulse  rapid,  fever  high  and 
pains  in  the  knees  and  arms.     Diagnosis :  Herpes  of  the  tonsils. 

Next  day,  he  again  came  to  the  office  with  the  herpetic  eruption 
fully  developed,  more  fever  and  higher  pulse.  No  symptoms  of 
diphtheria,  and  apparently  none  of  typhoid  fever.  The  following 
day  I  went  to  see  the  patient  at  his  house,  and  found  him  with  the 
throat  symptoms  greatly  relieved  and  the  herpetic  eruption  better. 
In  the  evening  the  temi)erature  was  higher — 104°  F. — and  the 
bowels  were  loose.  There  were  also  tympanites,  delirium,  dry  and 
brown  tongue,  and  nose-bleed.  The  temperature  reached  the  maxi- 
mum of  104°  on  the  1st  of  the  month,  and  remained  at  that  point 
for  two  days  and  then  began  to  decline  until  the  evening  of  the  15th, 
when  the  fever  entirely  disappeared.  At  no  time  was  the  pulse  above 
108,  and  then  only  for  two  days,  after  which  it  was  always  below 
100,  and  generally  below  96.     The  delirium  and  diarrhoea   were 
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moderate.  The  patient  recovered  quickly  from  the  typhoid  fever 
proper,  and  by  the  Ist  of  May  was  able  to  walk  readily  from  room 
to  room.  Recovery  seemed  complete/  On  the  evening  of  the  1st, 
however,  a  coueh  of  a  croapy  nature  set  in,  accompanied  with  marked 
irritability  of  the  larynx  and  pharynx.  Causticum,  at  one  time,  and 
bryonia  at  another,  relieved  this  symptom  for  a  day  or  so,  but  there 
was  soon  a  return  of  the  cough  in  an  aggravated  form,  this  time  as* 
sociated  with  marked  dyspnoea  on  inspiration,  increased  difficulty  in 
swallowing  solid  food,  hoarse  voice  and  mucus  expectoration.  There 
had  been  marked  stridor  in  sleep.  The  laryngoscope  showed  marked 
congestion  of  the  walls  of  the  larynx  and  of  the  bands,  with  almost 
total  closure  of  the  glottis  on  both  inspiration  and  expiration.  Owing 
to  the  condition  of  the  patient,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  get  more 
than  a  very  imperfect  view  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  larynx.  The 
epiglottis  was  not  affected,  and  the  larynx  was  clear  of  obstruction 
down  to  the  cords.  I  hesitatingly  made  a  diagnosis  of  acute  laryn- 
gitis, with  possible  oedema  of  the  cords,  or  an  abscess  in  their  vicinity, 
causing  the  closure  of  the  glottis.  That  there  might  also  be  an 
element  of  paralysis  in  the  case  did  not  escape  my  attention.  Reme^ 
dies  were  unavailingly  tried,  and  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
patient  roust  suffocate  if  relief  did  not  soon  come  to  his  aid.  On  the 
morning  of  the  4th  I  summoned  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas,  in  consulta- 
tion, with  the  request  that  he  come  prepared  to  introduce  the  trache- 
otomy tube.  Dr.  Thomas  complied,  and  in  the  afternoon  operated 
under  cocaine.  Immediately  on  the  introduction  of  the  tube  the 
symptom  of  dyspnoea  subsided.  No  complications  retarded  the  re- 
covery of  the  lad  from  the  effects  of  the  operation.  On  the  14th 
Dr.  Horace  F.  Ivins  was  called  into  the  case.  Between  the  date  of 
the  operation  and  the  first  visit  of  Dr.  Ivins  the  laryngoscope  was 
not  used.  Dr.  Thomas  and  I  had  agreed  to  rest  on  our  diagnosis  of 
bilateral  paralysis  of  the  abductors  of  the  vocal  cords,  and  to  be  con- 
tent for  a  couple  of  weeks  to  allow  the  boy  to  regain  his  strength 
before  treatment  was  directed  to  the  paretic  or  other  existing  condi- 
tions. Dr.  Ivins  agreed  with  the  diagnosis  of  paralysis,  but  was 
enabled  to  see  a  growth  of  a  polypoid  appearance  attached  to  the  right 
ventricular  band,  and  blocking  up  the  posterior  portion  of  the  glottis. 
It  was  evidently  this  growth  which,  under  the  difficulty  attending 
my  examination  prior  to  the  tracheotomy,  I  mistook  for  a  stenosis 
from  oedema  or  abscess^ 

I  will  now  permit  Dr.  Ivins  to  describe  the  condition  in  which  he 
found  the  kd,  and  to  comment  fully  upon  the  case.  Prior  to  the 
treatment  instituted  by  Dr.  Ivins  for  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  I 
had  considerable  difficulty  with  a  muco-sanguino-purulent  dis- 
charge, which  soon  so  blocked  up  the  outer  tube,  in  spite  of  the 
exercise  of  great  care,  as  to  nearly  strangle  the  patient  before  I  could 
reach  him.  I  had  also  to  contend  with  an  existing  or  a  probable 
forming  perichondritis.     It  afforded  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  soon 
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notice  the  gradual  decline  and  the  final  total  disappearance  of  the 
Bymptoms  which,  for  a  while,  it  was  feared  were  those  of  cricoid 
necrosis.  ^ 

Remarks  by  Dr.  Iyins. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  at  the  request  of  Drs.  Charles  M.  Thomas 
and  O.  Maxwell  Christine,  I  examined  Master  P.  As  already 
stated,  the  tracheotomy  tube,  through  which  the  patient  breathed 
freely  to  the  exclusion  of  the  natural  passages,  was  in  position. 
Respiration  through  the  larynx  was  impossible  for  one  minute,  even 
with  the  greatest  effort.  The  voice  was  practically  lost,  though  upon 
forced  expiration  with  closed,  fenestrated  canula  the  young  man  was 
able  to  speak  two  or  three  words  in  very  rough,  sepulchral  tones, 
similar  to  those  heard  after  total  extirpation  of  the  larynx  when  the 
voice  is  produced  by  the  vibration  of  folds  of  adventitious  mucous 
membrane  and  not  by  the  vocal  or  even  the  ventricular  bands. 

The  laryngeal  mirror  presented  a  very  marked  picture.  The 
epiglottis,  ary-epiglottic  folds,  and  supra-arytenoid  cartilages  appeared 
normal ;  the  left  ventricular  band  was  swelled,  and  by  its  size  pre- 
vented a  view  of  the  corresponding  vocal  ligament ;  the  right  false 
vocal  band  was  in  the  same  thickened  condition,  and  likewise  hid  the 
true  one  below  it.  In  addition  there  projected  from  the  free  edge  of 
the  right  ventricular  band,  near  its  posterior  extremity,  a  little  pe- 
dunculated, polyp-like  mass  about  the  size  of  a  large  pea.  On 
account  of  the  swelling  it  was  impossible  to  see  the  glottic  opening, 
but  during  vocalization  and  forced  inspiration  the  ventricular  bands 
vibrated  sluggishly. 

The  condition  was  evidently  inflammatory,  but  it  was  not  easy  to 
determine  the  exact  pathological  changes,  for  the  absence  of  fever 
and  of  pain  in  the  laryngeal  region — the  latter  not  resulting  even 
from  firm  pressure — seemed  to  contradict  the  other  indications  of 
perichondritis.  The  inflammatory  condition  was  quite  sluggish  and 
there  was  no  oedema ;  on  that  account  cedematous  laryngitis  could  be 
excluded.  There  was  neither  bloody  nor  purulent  discharge  either 
from  the  larynx  or  trachea  to  indicate  the  presence  of  ulceration,  but 
the  granular  mass  suggested  a  past  abrasion,  or  ulceration  of  the 
surface,  or  the  existence  of  a  sinus.  The  possibility  of  the  mass 
representing  a  non-suppurative  papilloma  was  not  overlooked.  The 
alienee  of  pain  and  rise  of  temperature  and  the  bilateral  nature  of 
the  swelling  did  not  indicate  abscess  formation. 

It  was  decided  to  give  ferrum  iodatum  internally,  and  to  make 
applications  of  iodide  of  glycerine  locally. 
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On  the  20th  the  oondition  had  improved  slightly,  the  swelling  of 
the  ventricular  bands  had  decreased,  and  breathing  with  closed 
canala  seemed  slightly  less  laborious.  The  polypus  was  about  the 
same. 

On  the  28th  the  slight  improvement  noted  had  disappeared  and 
the  larynx  presented  well-marked  tenderness  to  pressure.  Inter- 
nally the  right  side  of  the  larynx  was  evidently  more  swelled,  the 
arytenoid  on  that  side  appeared  pufiy,  but  the  polypus  was  smaller. 
A  diagnosis  of  perichondritis  now  seemed  quite  easy ;  suspicion 
pointed  to  the  right  arytenoid  and  to  the  plate  of  the  cricoid.  The 
internal  remedy  was  changed  to  hydrastin  mur.,  owing  to  a  very 
abundant,  bloody,  mnco-purulent  discharge  from  the  canula.  Under 
the  influence  of  this  remedy  the  discharge  soon  ceased.  The  local 
applications  of  iodised  glycerine  were  discontinued  on  account  of  the 
annoyance  and  iiritation  to  the  patient. 

On  the  18th  of  June  the  severe  symptoms  had  nearly  passed  away ; 
respiration  was  easier,  and  the  voice  a  little  stronger.  The  polypus 
was  smaller,  and  decrease  in  the  swelling  of  the  ventricular  bands 
made  it  possible  to  see  the  edges  of  the  congested  vocal  ligaments 
anteriorly;  the  arytenoid  had  resumed  its  normal  form.  I  did  not 
see  the  case  again  until  the  29th  of  August,  when  there  was  neither 
pain,  tenderness,  fever,  nor  cough ;  the  voice  was  still  rough  and 
deep ;  laryngeal  respiration  was  stridulous  and  only  possible  for  a 
couple  of  minutes.  The  mucous  membrane  was  nearly  normal  in 
color,  with  some  congestion  of  the  vocal  bands.  Anteriorly  the  latter 
separated  somewhat  during  inspiration  and  approximated  fairly  well 
during  vocalization.  The  evident  motion  of  the  vocal  bands  and 
arytenoid  cartilages  rendered  improbable  crico-arytenoid  anchylosis. 
The  one  condition  which  masked  the  others  and  which  assumed  chief 
prominence  was  the  presence  of  a  large,  gray,  granular — papilloma- 
tous (?) — mass  about  as  large  as  a  cherry.  It  filled  the  posterior  two- 
thirds  of  the  laryngeal  vestibule,  rested  on,  perhaps  between,  the 
vocal  bands,  and  reached  to  the  summits  of  the  cartilages  of  San- 
torini,  and  to  the  upper  level  of  the  ary-epiglottic  folds. 

On  the  first  day  of  September  a  series  of  probings  was  instituted 
for  the  purpose  of  accustoming  the  interior  of  the  larynx  to  the 
presence  of  forceps.  By  the  14th  the  larynx  was  sufficiently  insen- 
sitive, with  the  aid  of  cocaine,  to  permit  the  removal  of  two  small 
pieces  of  the  growth,  but  the  latter  was  so  large  that  the  tube  forceps 
would  not  grasp  it,  and  the  larynx  was  not  tolerant  of  larger  instru- 
ments.    On   the   17th,  with  the  aid   of  Fouvel's  antero-posterior 
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foroepe,  the  neoplasm  was  removed  in  four  large  pieces.  The  com- 
bined mass  measured  11  mm.  (nearly  seven-sixteenths  of  an  inch)  in 
diameter.    Respiration  and  vocalization  improved  at  once. 

On  the  8th  of  October  there  was  no  indication  of  a  return  of  the 
neoplasm;  the  vocal  bands  were  still  congested,  but  moved  very 
considerably^  although  they  could  not  be  separated  more  than  three 
lines  even  on  forced  inspiration,  leading  to  a  confirmation  of  the 
original  diagnosis^  viz.:  abductor  paralysis.  From  beneath  the 
vocal  bands  the  mucous  membrane  projected  on  each  side ;  a  probable 
inflammatory  thickening  of  this  tissue  over  the  body  of  the  vocal 
muscle,  or  an  hypertrophy  of  the  muscle  itself.  On  account  of  this, 
iodine  and  glycerine  were  used  locally  and  ferrum  iod.  internally. 


THOUGHTS  ON  MEDICAL  LEGISLATION,  AS  SUGGESTED   BY  THE  RE- 
CENT DECISION  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  ALABAMA. 

BT  H.  M.  PAINE,  M.D.,  ALBANY,  N.  T. 

The  discussion  of  the  subject  of  medical  licensure  has  recently  re- 
ceived a  new  impetus  by  the  outrageous  conduct  of  "  our  friends,  the 
enemy,"  in  Alabama. 

It  appears  that  the  allopathic  school  has  had  complete  control  for 
a  number  of  years  of  the  examination  and  licensing  of  all  physicians 
who  desired  to  practice  medicine  in  that  State.  Nearly  all  the  old- 
school  physicians  in  the  State,  more  than  seventeen  hundred  in  num- 
ber, have  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  Fifteen,  however, 
refused  to  submit  to  an  examination.  Among  them  two  were  homoeo- 
pathic physicians,  both  graduates  of  homoeopathic  medical  collies. 
The  trial  of  one  of  these,  Dr.  G.  Q.  Lyon,  has  been  set  down  for  the 
21st  of  January. 

An  old-school  physician,  a  Dr.  Brooks,  was  at  first  convicted  by 
the  Circuit  Court,  but  on  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  was  acquitted. 

Dr.  Brooks  having  been  acquitted,  in  all  probability  the  indict- 
ment against  Dr.  Lyon  will  be  quashed,  and  neither  he  nor  Dr. 
Meyers  will,  for  the  present  at  least,  be  hampered  by  the  officious  in- 
terference of  illiberal  allopathic  physicians. 

Notwithstanding  this  temporary  suspension  of  allopathic  antago- 
nism, the  cases  of  these  two  reputable  homoeopathic  physicians, 
graduates  of  homoeopathic  medical  colleges  indorsed  by  the  Ameri- 
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can  Institute  of  HomoBopathy^  are  invested  with  more  than  ordinary 
interest  to  the  homoeopathic  medical  profession  throughout  the  whole 
country. 

Their  courageous  resistance  to  allopathic  oppression  should  receive 
our  hearty  approval^  and  their  trials  and  hardships^  endured  in  be- 
half of  a  common  cause,  should  awaken  on  our  part  responsive  sym- 
pathy, and,  if  need  be,  the  bestowal  of  contributions  sufficient  to 
defray  the  expense  incurred  thereby. 

In  this  instance  these  two  young  physicians  are  not  by  any  means 
the  only  sufferers  from  allopathic  intolerance  and  high-handed  illib- 
erality,  wrought  ostensibly  under  cover  of  justice  and  in  behalf  of 
public  interests. 

The  welfare  of  every  homoeopathic  physician  in  the  whole  country 
is  jeopardized  by  this  Alabama  experience.  Their  failure  will  ren- 
der more  difficult  attempts  on  our  part  in  other  States  at  checking 
allopathic  aggression  ;  and  their  success  will  assist  in  establishing  a 
precedent  in  support  of  the  proposition,  recognized  since  the  founda- 
tion of  this  government,  that  each  school  and  system  in  medicine,  as 
in  religion,  shall  have  entire  freedom  in  the  exercise  of  the  mnl 
functions  having  relevancy  to  the  management  and  maintenance  of 
its  own  educational  affairs. 

For  these  reasons  it  is  desirable  to  notice  in  connection  with  these 
cases  two  of  the  more  important  points. 

One  is,  the  fact  that  Dr.  Brooks  escaped  on  a  mere  technicality, 
viz.,  that  the  civil  and  penal  codes  were  not  "  co-extensive  "  in  their 
"  provisions,''  a  conflicting  condition  which  was  inadvertently  intro- 
duced during  a  recent  revision  of  the  code,  and  one  which  unques- 
tionably will  be  speedily  amended. 

The  other  important  point  to  be  noted  is,  that  the  right  of  the  State 
to  eorUrol  medical  pra/stioe  by  oouniry  and  State  authority  is  mod  em- 
jJhatioaUy  affirmed. 

Dr.  Cochran,  State  Health  Officer,  as  reported  in  the  Birmingham 
Age-Herald  of  December  28,  1889,  states : 

''  The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Ck)urt  sustained  the  law  all  the  way 
through,  but  construed  away  the  penalty  for  its  violation.  It  says, 
in  effect,  that  Dr.  Brooks  has  no  right  to  practice  medicine  in  Ala- 
bama on  a  mere  diploma  without  a  certificate  from  the  regularly  con- 
stituied  examining  board;  that  he  is  in  violation  of  law,  but  that 
there  is  no  penalty  attached  to  such  violation  ;  in  short,  that  the  law 
is  all  right,  but  there  is  no  way  to  enforce  it." 

Judge  Stone  in  his  decision,  as  reported  in  the  Montgomery  Adver- 
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tiser  of  Deoember  17, 1889^  expresses  his  opinion  in  the  following 
forcible  utterances: 

'^  That  the  State,  under  its  poUoe  potoer,  clearly  possesses  the  power 
to  prohibit  any  person  from  practicing  medicine  without  a  license, 
or  other  test  for  ascertaining  the  qualifications  and  fitness  of  the  ap- 
plicant. That  this  power  is  supported  by  the  same  principle  as  that 
which  justifies 'quarantine,  compulsory  vaccination,  sanitary  sewer- 
age and  many  forms  of  public  nuisance/  It  is  a  mere  agency  for 
protecting  the  public  against  the  dangers  of  charlatanifim  or  quackery 
in  medicine ;  and 

'^  That  this  power  is  lawfully  lodged  in  the  medical  boards  of  the 
State,  and  it  is  no  objection  that  the  law  goes  into  effect  upon  the 
contingency  of  medical  county  boards  organized  in  the  counties. 
Local  option  laws  are  made  operative  upon  precisely  the  same  prin- 
ciple/' 

The  judge  held,  substantially,  that,  while  the  civil  code  required 
compliance  with  a  single  provision,  viz.,  a  license  from  a  county 
board,  the  penal  code  did  not  hold  a  physician  liable  if  he  had  com- 
plied with  either  one  of  four  provisions,  viz.,  a  license ;  a  diploma  ; 
a  certificate  of  qualifications ;  or,  being  a  regular  graduate  of  a  medi- 
cal college  in  Alabama,  his  diploma  being  legally  recorded.  Dr. 
Brooks  having  obtained  a  diploma  from  a  regular  medical  college  in 
Georgia,  and  his  diploma  having  been  recorded  by  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate of  Russell  County,  he  "  had  violated  no  law  of  the  State  which 
subjected  him  to  a  criminal  prosecution,''  hence,  '*  the  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court "  was  *^  reversed  and  the  defendant  discharged." 

The  position  of  the  leaders  of  the  allopathic  school  having  been 
greatly  strengthened  as  to  the  most  important  provision  of  the  law, 
viz.,  the  right  to  establish  State  medical  licensure,  under  its  '^  police  ' 
regukUions,^^  the  adjustment  of  a  penalty,  more  or  less  severe,  will 
surely  and  quickly  follow. 

The  homoeopathic  medical  profession  of  this  country  are,  by  this, 
the  most  recent  decision  bearing  on  this  subject,  brought/ao€  to  Jqm 
vaUJiik,  the  fact,  that  the  allopathic  school  is  vigorously  prosecuting  the 
work  of  establishing  State  medical  licensure,  State  by  State,  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  decisions  of  the  highest  State  courts  sustain  the 
principle  underlying  such  action. 

The  vital  question,  therefore,  for  homoeopathic  physicians  every- 
where to  determine,  and  decide  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  has 
relevancy  as  to  whether  the  allopathic  school  shall  monopolize  the 
exercise  of  this  civil  privilege  as  is  now  being  done  in  Alabama,  and 
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a  few  other  States,  to  the  serious  detriment  of  our  school,  or  whether, 
in  this  readjustmeut  of  medical  affairs,  precisely  the  same  civil  rights 
and  privileges  of  medical  licensure  shall  be  extended  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  homoeopathic  school  as  are  given  to  those  of  the  allo- 
pathic. 

We  have  not  a  moment  to  lose  in  dallying  with  questions  as  to 
whether  this  particular  form  of  State  supervision  is  wise,  needed,  or 
expedient.  It  is  surely  coming.  It  has  been  already  established  in 
several  States.  Its  propriety  and  suitableness  has  already  been  sus- 
tained by  decisions  of  the  highest  State  courts. 

Hence,  the  only  alternative  for  our  school  is  that  of  entering  upon 
the  work  of  procuring  the  passage  of  laws  providing  for  State  boards 
of  examiners  for  each  of  the  incorporated  schools  of  medicine,  and 
this  work  should  be  immediately  inaugurated  by  the  committees  on 
medical  legislation  of  each  State  homoeopathic  medical  society. 

Let  the  leaders  of  the  homoeopathic  school  in  each  State  at  once 
actively  enter  upon  the  work  of  securing  provisions  of  law  by  which 
the  examination  and  licensing  of  homoeopathic  students  shall  be 
wholly  condiLcted  under  homoeopathic  auspices. 

The  American  Institute,  in  1887,  1888  and  1889,  adopted  resolu- 
tions endorsing  such  action  in  strong  and  forcible  utterances,  and 
similar  sentiments  have  been  repeatedly  adopted  by  large  numbers  of 
State  and  local  homoeopathic  medical  societies. 

If.  in  any  State, an  effective  organization  cannot  be  maintained,  on 
account  of  fewness  of  numbers  of  homoeopathic  practitioners,  residing 
at  widely-separated  localities,  efforts  can  and  ought  at  once  to  be 
made  for  securing  homoeopathic  representation  in  existing  allopathic 
boards,  the  homoeopathic  representatives  thereof  to  have  the  same 
foioers  and  privileges  in  the  board  over  homoeopathic  applicants  as  the 
allopathic  representatives  have  over  allopathic  applicants. 

An  amendment,  providing  for  homoeopathic  membership  in  the 
allopathic  board,  was  carried  through  the  l^islatures  of  Delawi.re 
and  Florida  last  winter.  As  a  result,  notices  of  meetings  for  exam- 
ining homoeopathic  applicants  for  license  are  now  published  in  these 
States.* 


•  •'  KoTicE  TO  Physicians. — 

"  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  November  29,  1889. 
"  Office  of  the  Board  of  Homoeopathic  Medical  Examiners  in  and  for  the  State  of 
Florida: 
"  In  accordance  with  an  Act,  entitled  'An  Act  to  Regulate  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine/ etc^  approved  May  31, 1889,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  said  Board  will  meet 
VOL.  XXV.— 7 
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Let  other  States,  following  in  their  lead,  take  the  matter  immedi- 
ately in  hand,  and  push  it  to  an  early  completion. 

The  reason  why  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  Alabama  are  now 
put  to  severe  straits  is  simply  because  they  have  allowed  the  allo- 
pathic leaders  to  obtain  complete  legal  control  of  the  civil  right  of 
Ueensure.  The  people  will  extend  this  l^al  privilege  to  both  schools 
alike,  if  asked  to  do  so.  The  people  most  assuredly  will  extend  to 
the  different  schools  and  divisions  of  the  medical  profession  equal 
civil  privileges  upon  the  same  principle  as  they  now  confer  upon 
each  of  the  different  religious  organizations  the  right  to  license  and 
ordain  applicants  for  religious  orders.  In  order  to  acquirethe  right 
to  exercise  this  privilege,  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  that  State 
must  apply  for  it,  and  make  application  with  such  force  and  persist- 
ence as  to  secure  it. 

All  praise  should  be  given  to  Drs.  Lyon,  Meyers  and  Henry  for 
the  noble  stand  they  have  taken.  If  they  are  in  need  of  funds  for 
securing  requisite  couusel,  homoeopathic  physicians  in  other  States 
will  unquestionably  contribute  pecuniary  aid. 

Circulars  and  arguments  bearing  on  all  the  points  relating  to  this 
important  subject,  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation 
of  the  New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  will  be  freely 
furnished  by  myself  as  chairman. 

The  writer  will  be  glad  to  obtain  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  of  all  State  and 
local  homoeopathic  medical  societies,  in  order  that  each  may  be  supplied 
with  copies  of  circulars  stating  at  length  the  reasons  for  entering 
upon  this  work  with  alacrity  and  zeal.  In  case  bills  are  introduced 
into  any  of  the  State  legislatures  by  the  allopathic  school,  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a  mngle  board,  it  is  very  desirable  that  he 
should  be  informed  thereof,  and  that  one  or  more  copies  of  the  pro- 
posed bills  should  be  immediately  mailed  to  him. 

In  a  letter  dated  January  1,  1890,  Dr.  J.  H.  Henry,  of  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.,  urges  the  immediate  inauguration  of  measures  for 
collecting  a  medical  legislation  fund  of  $10,000  to  be  used  in  antag- 
onizing the  formation  of  the  gigantic  monopoly  of  medical  licensure 

in  Jacksonville,  December  30th,  at  10  a.m.,  and  will  remain  in  session  two  days, 
adjourning  at  10  p.m.,  December  3l8t,  for  the  examination  of  physicians  desiring 
certificateSyWho  hold  diplomas  recognized  by  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

'*  (Signed),  H.  R.  Stout,  M.D.,  Pres., 

*•  T.  J.  Williamson,  M.D., 
•*  C.  W.  Johnson,  M.D,  Sec." 
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which  the  allopathic  school  is  endeavoring  to  establish  in  this 
country.  He  generously  offers  to  be  one  of  one  hundred  to  subscribe 
one  hundred  dollars ;  or  one  of  two  hundred  to  subscribe  fifty  dollars ; 
or  one  of  four  hundred  to  subscribe  tweuty-five  dollars  to  make  up 
the  proposed  amount. 

Dr.  Henry,  in  giving  reasons  for  providing  such  a  fund,  issues  the 
following  urgent  appeal  and  timely  warning: 

^'Such  a  fund  will  enable  us  to  successfully  antagonize  the  form 
of  allopathic  medical  censorship  whenever  and  wherever  in  any 
State  and  territory  its  influence  and  power  is  attempted  to  be  made 
effective.  Unless  we  do  this,  allopathic  antagonism,  by  securing  legal 
control  of  the  right  to  license  homosopaihic  studeTvts,  will  surely  destroy 
our  beloved  system  ;  and,  as  a  distinct  school,  the  homoeopathic 
will  be  doomed  to  the  low  and  uninfluential  status  that  it  now  holds 
in  all  European  countries  where  the  allopathic  school  holds  full  legal 
supremacy.  The  time  for  windy  speech-making  and  high-sounding 
resolutions  is  past.  These  will  prove  of  little  value  in  this  actual 
contest  involving  the  Ufe  or  death  of  the  homoeopathic  school  of 
medicine ;  for,  if  we  fail  in  this  final  struggle  for  the  right  to  license 
our  own  graduatesy  our  students  will  refuse  to  study  medicine  under 
homoeopathic  auspices,  and  will  shun  our  medical  colleges.  We 
cannot  expect  our  students  to  attempt  to  enter  upon  practice  under 
the  legal  disabilities  now  existing  in  such  states  as  Alabama,  North 
Carolina  and  Minnesota.^' 

I  will  add  that  such  a  fund  can  be  made  immediately  serviceable. 
The  money,  as  rapidly  as  collections  are  paid  in,  can  be  wisely  and 
economically  applied,  partly  for  procuring  suitable  counsel,  when 
needed,  and  mainly  in  the  printing  and  distribution  of  suitable  ar- 
ticles for  publication  in  the  press  throughout  the  country,  in  order 
to  call  public  attention  to  the  subject  and  to  awaken  public  sentiment 
in  support  of  our  bills.  Subscriptions  forwarded  to  me,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Homoeopathy,  will  be  promptly  acknowledged. 

The  Committee  on  Legislation  of  the  New  York  State  Society  has 
^btained  subscriptions  during  the  past  year  of  upwards  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  a  medical  legislation  fund,  in  aid  of  the  work  in  that 
State.  It  is  exceedingly  important  that  similar  activity  and  zeal 
be  promptly  manifested  by  the  profession  throughout  the  whole 
country. 

Since  writing  the  forgoing  I  have  noticed  Dr.  Lyon's  statements 
in  several  homoeopathic  journals  to  the  effect  that  the  recent  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  has,  temporarily  at  least,  opened  the  door  to 
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the  admission  of  homoeopathic  practitioners — a  license  from  an  allo- 
pathic county  board  being  now  unnecessary. 

The  temporary  removal  of  this  barrier  may  lead  to  larger  acces- 
sions of  homoeopathic  physicians,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will ;  at 
the  same  time  the  situation  has  its  drawbacks,  and  always  will  so 
long  as  the  allopathic  school  is  the  only  one  recognized  by  law. 

The  government  will  unquestionably  recognize  the  homoeopathic 
physicians  in  Alabama,  as  in  all  other  States,  as  soon  as  they  effect  a 
legal  organization.  When  this  has  been  perfected  a  homoeopathic 
licensing  board  can  be  secured,  under  which  thraldom  from  allo- 
pathic surveillance  will  be  effectually  removed.  Until  this  legal 
status  is  established  all  unlicensed  physicians  must  abide  the  disa- 
bilities growing  out  of  illegal  practice. 


PLANTAGO  A  REMEDY  FOR  AURAL  SYMPTOMS. 

BY  HENBT  0.   HOUGHTON,  M.D.,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

In  the  January,  1890,  Hahnemannian  Monthly  we  find  the  re- 
port of  the  Philadelphia  County  Society's  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology : 
My  eyes  were  arrested  by  the  sentence  which  makes  my  esteemed 
colleague,  Dr.  W.  H.  Bigler,  say  that  he  had  never  had  any  good 
results  whatever  from  the  use  of  plantago. 

As  we  had  the  privilege  of  calling  attention  to  the  uses  of  this 
drug,  and  as  I  do  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  add  another  to  the  list  of 
remedies  for  diseases  of  the  ear,  I  must  stand  sponsor  for  my  god- 
child and  give  my  reasons  for  my  faith. 

In  Hale's  New  RemedieSy  third  edition,  1873,  my  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  summary  of  characteristic  symptoms  of  this  plant  be- 
cause of  its  similarity  to  a  true  otalgia  neuralgica,  in  contrast  to 
otitis  media.  This  is  the  scope  of  its  action  :  It  has  been  subjected 
to  too  extensive  a  test,  both  in  the  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital 
clinics  and  in  private  practice  for  me  to  be  in  doubt.  In  all  cases  of 
otalgia  depending  on  dental  irritation  we  prescribe  the  6th  dilu- 
tion internally  and  use  a  glycerole  of  equal  parts  fluid  extract  plan- 
tago, glycerine  and  water,  applied  by  dropping  it  into  the  meatus  or 
saturating  absorbent  cotton  and  plugging  the  meatus. 

We  expect  as  uniform  results  as  we  do  from  hepar  sulph.  cole., 
mercurius  or  ptUsatiUa  in  catarrhal  or  suppurative  otitis  media,  and 
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our  expectations  are  realized.  So  true  is  this  that  patients  shrink- 
ing from  the  delicate  attention  of  the  dentist  to  whom  they  are 
ordered  for  relief  return  for  "  that  medicine  which  relieved  the  ear/' 
It  is  sometimes  almost  impossible  to  make  ignorant  patients  go  to  the 
dentist  for  the  relief  of  the  earache^  because  they  do  not  understand 
the  reflex  nature  of  the  affection. 

The  neuralgic  pains  of  true  otitis  are  similar  to  those  of  otalgia 
neuralgica,  due  to  direct  pressure  instead  of  reflex  irritation,  hence 
we  expect  local  application  to  the  tympanum  to  relieve.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  us  that  our  hopes  are  well  founded.  I  will  not 
burden  your  columns  with  cases,  but  assure  your  readers  that  the 
glycerole  ofplgntago  will  afford  great  relief  from  the  agonizing  pains 
of  otitis  media.  That  it  will  cure  otitis  media  or  prove  a  substitute 
for  the  remedies  so  long  used  for  acute  otitis  or  render  paracentesis 
unnecessary,  is  not  claimed.  Nor  have  I  time  or  disposition  to 
argue  the  question  of  depending  on  internal  remedies  alone,  prefer- 
ring to  leave  the  disputant  to  the  unanswerable  force  of  an  acute 
otitis  media  personally  or  under  observation  treated  by  both  methods. 


KALI  CARBONICUM. 

BT  AUG.   KORNDCBRFER,  M.D.,   PHILADELPHIA,   PA. 
(Read  before  the  HahnemAim  Club  of  Philadelphia.)    ■ 

Probably  no  remedy  employed  by  the  allopathic  school  more 
clearly  demonstrates  the  impotence  of  that  system  of  medicine  than 
does  the  potassium  carbonate.  This  salt,  though  a  necessary  con- 
stituent of  almost  every  tissue  of  the  body,  and  consequently  a  most 
important  dynamic  agent,  has,  by  allopathic  authorities,  been  rele- 
gated to  the  list  of  tissue-destroyers,  or  placed  among  the  important 
chemical  neutralizers  of  acidity.  Its  dynamic  action  being  by  them 
entirely  ignored,  it  failed  to  receive  that  position  in  therapeutics  to 
which  it  was  justly  entitled. 

Hahnemann,  perceiving  that  it  must  become  a  potent  factor  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  developed,  through  careful  provings  upon  the 
healthy,  a  most  excellent  pathogenesis  of  this  important  drug. 

Let  me  here  remark,  that  in  order  to  secure  the  best  results  this 
salt  should  be  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  method  adopted  by 
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Hahnemann.  Failure  in  this  particular  has  led  many  physicians  to 
lose  confidence  in  the  pathogenesis  as  found  in  the  Chronie  Digeasea. 
Hahnemann  says,  vol.  iv.,  page  1 :  "  Mould  about  half  an  ounce  of 
purified  cream  of  tartar,  moistened  with  a  few  drops  of  water  into  a 
ball,  wrap  this  in  paper  and  let  it  dry,  then  placing  it  in  a  furnace 
between  glowing  charcoals,  bring  it  gradually  to  a  red  heat.  Take 
it  from  the  fire,  place  it  upon  a  porcelain  saucer,  cover  it  with  a  linen 
cloth,  and  set  it  in  the  cellar  that  it  may  attract  moisture  from  the 
air,  which  will  dissolve  out  a  portion  of  the  kali  carbonicum.  If  it 
stands  for  a  couple  of  weeks  even  the  last  trace  of  lime  salts  will  be 
precipitated.  This,"  Hahnemann  says,  "  will,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, be  a  sufficiently  pure  preparation,  while  in  addition  it  possesses 
the  advantage  of  being  readily  duplicated  without  expensive  appa- 
ratus." It  must  be  remembered  that  the  "cellar"  referred  to  was 
one  not  dried  by  fire,  as  are  ours  to-day.  The  same  result  may  be 
accomplished  by  suspending  the  saucer  in  a  large  covered  vessel  con- 
taining water.  Thus  much  as  to  its  preparation.  Let  us  now  briefly 
study  its  eflects. 

The  kali  carb.  patients  manifest  an  irritable  state  of  mind,  charac- 
terized by  being  easily  vexed  or  angered;  trifles  vex  them.  They 
also  are  easily  startled,  especially  when  touched ;  thus,  touching  the 
sole  of  the  foot  causes  the  patient  to  start  in  affright.  In  harmony 
with  all  this  we  find  that  noise  is  disagreeable.  We  further  observe 
that  anxiety  and  apprehension  hold  full  sway.  This  state  relates 
especially  to  "one's  disease."  Sadness  and  weeping  form  common 
accompaniments.  Aversion  to  society  is  often  observed,  though  the 
opposite  may  occur. 

Let  us,  however,  for  the  present,  depart  from  the  Hahnemannian 
schematic  arrangement  of  symptoms,  it  being  a  plan  better  suited  to 
ready  reference  than  for  systematic  study  of  a  remedy. 

Kali  carb.  has  won  its  reputation  largely  through  the  beneficial 
influence  which  it  exerts  upon  certain  forms  of  disease  affecting  the 
respiratory  tract,  though  its  action  is  by  no  means  limited  to  this 
narrow  sphere.  Catarrhal  states,  such  as  acute  fluent  coryza  of  viscid 
mucue,  accompanied  by  much  sneezing,  or  sub-acute  and  chronic  forms 
with  induration  and  swelling  of  the  cervical  glands,  paleness  of  the 
face  and  frequent  nose-bleed,  yield  to  its  action  in  high  or  low  poten- 
cies. Obstruction  of  the  nose  and  ulceration  of  the  nostrils  are 
characteristic.  The  more  chronic  forms  of  coryza  have  a  tough  or 
viscid  yellowish-green  discharge.  In  these  cases  we  ought  to  com- 
pare ant.  cr.,  aurum,  asafoet.,  kali  bic,  nit.  ac,  lycop.,  sepia,  silic, 
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nat  Cy  mere,  sub.,  mere,  viv.,  mag.  m.,  graph.,  einnab.,  thuja,  pulsat, 
phofiph.  Post-nasal  catarrh  also  calls  for  kali  carb.  In  this  coo- 
ditioD  compare  cinnab.,  mere.  p.  i.,  osmium,  sulph.,  thuja  and 
nitr.  ao. 

Pharyngeal  catarrh,  tenacious  raucus^  difficult  to  dislodge,  adheres 
to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx,  especially  early  in  the  morn- 
ing; sensation  of  a  lump  in  the  throat.  This  may  be  accompanied 
by  tickling  in  the  throat,  causing  hawking  and  coughing.  Dryness 
of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx  is  a  frequent  symptom. 

Laryngeal  irritation,  with  hoarseness,  is  common.  Even  complete^ 
aphonia  may  occur. 

Bronchitis  frequently  calls  for  kali  carb.  The  cough  is  usually 
spasmodic,  even  whooping  in  character,  often  causing  nausea  and 
vomiting,  and  is  usually  worse  between  3  and  5  a.m.  With  the  cough 
we  may  have  a  pain  in  the  larynx,  as  if  it  were  raw ;  also  stinging 
or  stitching  pains  in  the  throat  and  stitches  in  the  lower  right  side  of 
the  chest 

Pneumonia,  especially  when  involving  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right 
lung,  and  characterized  by  stitching  pains. 

Incipient,  as  well  as  developed,  phthisis,  may  call  for  kali  carb. ; 
usually,  however,  as  complementary  to  some  other  indicated  remedy, 
especially  nitr.  ac.  or  silic.  We  should  also  bear  in  mind  the  fact 
that  in  many  affections  kali  carb.  follows  bryonia  with  peculiarly 
good  effects.  The  sputa  of  kali  carb.  are  either  tough,  sourish 
mucus,  blood-streaked  mucus,  or  purulent  in  character. 

A  peculiar  symptom,  characteristic  of  kali  carb.,  and  found  in 
cases  most  varied  in  character,  is  a  '^  sac-like  swelling  between  the 
eyebrow  and  upper  eyelid,"  usually  of  both  sides.  In  some  cases 
this  swelling  spreads,  causing  a  puffed  look  over  and  between  the 
eyes. 

The  asthma  of  kali  carb.  is  worse  in  the  early  morning  (3  to  5 
A.H.),  and  better  from  sitting  bent  forward,  resting  the  head  on  a 
table  or  similar  support;  motion  and  drinking  aggravate  the  dysp- 
noea. 

Endocarditis,  with  stitches  in  the  r^ion  of  the  heart;  also  shoot- 
ing through  to  the  scapula;  mitral  insufficiency,  systolic  murmur, 
and  increased  second  sound  resultant  upon  pulmonary  congestion. 

The  gastro-intestinal  mucous  tract  presents  a  variety  of  symptoms 
at  once  characteristic  and  important.  Prominent  among  these  we 
find  sour  eructations,  flatulence,  disgust  for  food,  and  morning  sick- 
ness without  vomiting. 
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Tile  Daasea  is  very  characteristic.  "  She  feels  as  if  she  would 
faint."  This  is  relieved  by  lying  down.  The  mental  depression  in 
such  cases  is  great.  "  She  feels  as  if  she  could  lie  down  and  die." 
In  case  vomiting  occurs,  it  may  be  accompanied  by  this  swoon-like 
failing  of  strength,  or  we  may  have  severe  stitching  pains  in  the 
abdomen.  Painful  vesicles  in  the  mouth  frequently  accompany  the 
gastric  derangements.  The  tip  of  the  tongue  burns  as  if  raw,  or  as 
if  covered  with  vesicles. 

The  abdomen  is  hard,  distended  and  painful,  with  shooting  and 
stitching  pains  therein,  and  accompanied  by  pains  in  the  back  and 
down  the  gluteal  region ;  or  stitches  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach  and- 
hypochondria,  preventing  deep  breathing. 

There  is  marked  torpor  of  the  bowels ;  an  unsuccessful  desire  for 
stool,  with  sensation  as  if  the  rectum  were  too  weak  to  expel  it. 
Very  characteristic  of  the  kali  constipation  is  the  "  anxious  and  dis- 
tressed feeling  an  hour  before  stool."    The  stools  are  hard. 

Diarrhoea  occasionally  calls  for  kali  carb.  It  is  indicated  when 
the  stools  are  light  gray  and  watery,  and  are  accompanied  by  sharp 
shooting  and  stitching  pains  throughout  the  abdomen. 

We  further  find  haemorrhoids,  which  are  swollen  and  bleeding ; 
severe  pains  in  the  anus,  as  from  fissure ;  also  stinging,  burning  and 
tearing  pains,  as  well  as  great  soreness ;  violent  itching  in  the  anus 
and  scrotum. 

Diseases  of  the  female  generative  organs  frequently  call  for  the 
kali  carb.  In  such  cases  we  often  find  "  a  feeling  of  emptiness  in  the 
whole  body,"  or,  just  the  reverse,  "  the  body  feels  heavy ;  can  scarcely 
exert  herself  at  all."  We  also  observe  absence  of  mind;  the  patient 
seems  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  begin  to  say  or  do  what  she  wishes; 
"can't  express  herself."  This  may  be  accompanied  by  restlessness 
and  thirst. 

The  menses  are  too  frequent  but  scanty.  Compare  alumina,  amm. 
carb.,  mangan.,  phosph.,  silic,  strontian.  The  first  menses  may  be 
delayed.  Compare,  also,  graph.,  sulph.,  pulsat.,  caust.,  con.,  ferr., 
sepia,  nat.  mur.,  petrol.,  spigel.,  verat.  Suppression  of  the  menses, 
accompanied  by  dropsical  symptoms,  is  not  uncommon.  The  men- 
strual blood  has  a  pungent  odor  and  is  acrid,  causing  an  eruption  upon 
the  thighs. 

Before  the  menses  we  find  one  or  more  of  the  following  symp- 
toms: Sour  eructations,  puffiness  of  the  face,  pains  through  the 
abdomen,  increased  sexual  desire,  itching  of  the  vulva,  nettle-rash. 
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Daring  the  menses,  headache,  aching  in  the  small  of  the  back  and 
down  the  gluteal  region. 

Leacorrhcea  of  yellow  mucus,  with  itching  burning  of  the  vulva.; 
tearing  in  the  lefl  labium,  extending  through  the  abdomen  to  the  chest; 
pinching  pain  in  the  labia ;  stitches  through  the  vulva ;  cysts  of  the 
vulva,  with  the  characteristic  stitches ;  pinching  pains  in  the  vagina 
during  an  embrace ;  the  vagina  feels  sore. 

In  threatened  abortion,  the  characteristic  pains  from  the  back  down 
the  gluteal  region  and  thighs  alBTord  a  reliable  guide.  The  ill  con- 
sequences of  abortion,  as  well  as  those  following  natural  labor,  such 
as  great  weakness,  especially  of  the  back,  prolonged  metrorrhagia, 
exhaustive  sweat  and  cough,  find  in .  kali  carb.  an  oft-indicated 
nmt/tmum. 

During  labor  the  pains  appear  insufficient,  or  are  misplaced,  run- 
ning from  the  back  down  the  buttocks  and  into  the  thighs.  The 
latter  symptom  may  occur  with  the  after-pains. 

Puerperal  convulsions,  in  which  the  spasms  appear  to  pass  off  with 
frequent  eructations,  have  been  promptly  relieved  by  kali  carb. 
Phl^masia  dolens,  with  the  characteristic  stitching  and  shooting 
pains,  has  also  been  cured  by  this  remedy. 

Inflammatory  affections  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages  yield 
where  the  peculiar  pains,  weakness  and  mental  state  of  the  kali  are 
present. 

While  thus  suitable  to  many  diseases  of  adult  life,  kali  must 
not  be  forgotten  in  the  diseases  of  childhood  and  infancy.  Especially 
must  it  be  considered  in  scarlet  fever  with  swelling  of  the  right 
parotid  gland,  high  fever  and  restlessness,  which  is  worse  about  3 
A.M.  The  skin  is  dry,  and  there  is  present  the  sacculated  swelling 
between  the  eyebrow  and  upper  eyelid.  The  pains  complained  of 
are  usually  stitching  and  shooting.  Such  cases,  to  the  routine  pre- 
scriber,  look  like  bellad.,  which,  in  fact,  is  often  erroneously  given. 
The  dry  skin,  less  pungent  heat,  and  the  swelling  below  the  eyebrows 
are  sufficient  to  differentiate  the  remedies. 

Many  other  disease  states  may  call  for  the  kali  carb.  Enough, 
however,  has  here  been  given  to  reach  a  comprehensive  idea  of  the 
true  genius  of  the  remedy ;  knowing  which,  its  symptomatology  may 
more  easily  be  mastered  and  employed  in  practice. 
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DR.  BROWN-SEQUARD'S  ELIXIR  OF  LIFE. 

BY  A.  W.  BAILY,  M.D.,  ATLANTIO  CIIT,  N.  J. 

It  has  been  with  some  surprise  that  I  have  noticed  the  oommotion 
made  in  the  medical  world, especially  in  the  "old-school"  ranks,  by 
Dr.  Brown-Sfequard's  lately  promulgated  theory  of  the  "  Elixir  of 
Life."  Dr.  Brown-S^uard  is  a  learned  scientist  and  a  noted  phy- 
sician, but  he  is  an  old  man  and  his  theory  is  ancient.  Hippocrates, 
Galen  and  Paracelsus  have  each  sought  for  elixirs  that  would  make 
old  men  young  and  invigorate  the  decrepit,  and  each  in  turn  has 
thought  of  spermatic  fluid. 

There  may  be  a  truth  in  Dr.  Brown-S&quard's  theory,  but  the 
practice  is  not  practicable.     First  the  truth. 

Spermatic  fluid  is  continuously  secreted  by  the  adult  testicle  until 
old  age  overtakes  the  man  and  the  function  is  arrested.  Not  always 
with  the  same  d^ree  of  rapidity  is  it  secreted.  Stimulation  of  the 
genitals,  either  by  lascivious  thoughts  or  local  irritation,  causing  a 
determination,  of  blood  to  the  parts,  produces  a  more  active  secretion. 
But  the  secretion  is  constant,  nevertheless,  and  in  some  way  must  the 
testicle  and  spermatic  vesicles  become  relieved  of  this  accumulating 
vital  fluid.  But  two  ways  are  possible — first  by  discharge,  second 
by  absorption. 

The  relative  quantity  of  semen  absorbed  and  discharged  depends 
entirely  upon  the  habits  of  the  man,  and  the  effects  produced  are 
correspondingly  changeable.  With  the  effect  of  semen  discharged, 
whether  during  sexual  congress,  masturbation  or  nightly  pollutions, 
this  paper  has  nothing  to  do  except  as  it  affects  the  woman  who  re- 
ceives it  during  intercourse.     With  these  results  it  has  much  to  do. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  a  married  woman  who  lives  happily  with 
her  husband  is  more  healthy,  more  vigorous,  more  fresh  and  beau- 
tiful at  forty-five  than  her  single  sister.  Maiden  ladies,  as  a  rule, 
are  thin  and  nervous  and  irritable.  There  is  a  lack  about  them  that 
is  felt  not  only  by  themselves,  but  by  their  gentleman  friends,  while 
a  married  woman  is  composed,  placid,  pleasant,  and,  as  a  class,  more 
fleshy.  They  enjoy  better  appetites,  suffer  less  from  indigestion,  sleep 
better,  and  yet  the  great  majority  of  them  have  gone  through  the 
trials  of  gestation  and  labor  several  times.  They  have  double  and 
triple  the  care  and  mental  anxiety,  but  their  recuperative  vigor  is 
greater. 
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In  comparing  married  and  unmarried  women,  I  wish  it  to  be  un- 
derstood that  I  place  in  the  list  of  married  women  only  those  who 
have  sexual  congress  with  their  husbands,  and  who  receive  into  the 
vagina  the  discharged  seminal  fluid,  and  not  those  who  are  only 
machines  for  masturbation,  for  there  is  scarcely  anything  that  will 
undermine  a  woman's  health  more  surely  than  the  loathsome  practice 
some  men  have  of  withdrawing  before  the  discharge  takes  place. 
These  women,  as  far  as  this  paper  is  concerned,  are  virtually  unmar- 
ried. Not  only  in  bodily  development  are  married  women  superior 
to  single,  but  their  mental  vigor  is  greater,  their  minds  are  more  evenly 
poised,  they  are  quicker  of  comprehension,  and  at  forty-five  are  more 
pleasant  companions. 

Again,  it  is  an  established  fact,  that  after  a  happy  union  of  ten, 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  there  is  a  marked  resemblance  between 
the  husband  and  wife.  She  has  grown  to  look  like  him,  not  he  to 
look  like  her,  and  in  many  ways  will  she  resemble  him  in  manner. 
I  grant  association  has  much  to  do  with  this,  but  to  him  who  would 
say  all  this  is  due  to  the  influence  of  the  stronger  over  the  weaker, 
and  that  habit  has  become  second  nature,  I  would  answer  it  has  much 
to  do  with  it,  but  not  all.  There  is  a  deeper  reason.  That  woman 
who  has  never  enjoyed  sexual  congress,  who  has  never  retained  within 
her  vagina  the  vital  fluid  of  her  husband,  is  not  a  healthy  woman. 
She  does  not  develop  in  either  body  or  mind  as  her  more  justly  treated 
sister.  She  is  thin,  nervous,  irritable,  easily  discouraged,  often  melan- 
cholic; in  fact,  in  a  far  more  sad  plight  than  when  in  her  maiden 
state.  You  can  single  them  out  without  asking  any  questions  when 
they  come  into  your  office.  And  why  this  condition  ?  It  is  not  only 
the  gratification  that  comes  with  the  orgasm  that  tones  up  a  woman's 
nervous  system,  equalizes  her  circulation,  giving  refreshing  sleep,  but 
thexe  is  real  strength  received  by  the  absorption  of  seminal  fluids, 
whether  impregnation  takes  place  or  not.  Reason  as  you  may  of  the 
mental  influence  of  the  man,  the  stronger,  over  woman,  the  weaker; 
or  of  the  electric  influence,  the  positive  man  and  the  negative  woman ; 
or  of  the  strength  by  association  and  the  development  called  into 
being  by  the  added  duties  of  wifehood  and  motherhood ;  still  there 
is  left  the  unanswered  question,  why  the  married  woman,  at  and  aft:er 
the  climacteric,  is  more  attractive,  more  vigorous,  more  round*  and 
full  than  the  unmarried?  The  only  answer  that  can,  in  reason,  be 
given,  is  the  absorption  of  seminal  fluid  into  the  blood. 

I  have  stated  that  in  only  two  ways  can  the  filled  testicles  and 
spermatic  vesicles  become  rid  of  their  contents,  by  discharge  or  ab- 
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sorption.  Here  is  one  of  nature's  grand  economies.  IF  the  result 
of  the  absorption  or  seminal  fluid  is  so  great  upon  the  woman,  is  it 
contrary  to  reason  to  assert  that  the  efl^ect  is  the  same  upon  the  man? 
His  semen  is  either  discharged  or  else  absorbed  and  turned  into  the 
channels  that  supply  him  with  life  and  force.  But  man,  in  his  normal 
state,  generates  more  than  he  needs  for  his  own  use.  This  accumu- 
lated semen  produces  in  him  passion,  and  he  seeks  woman  that  he 
may  impart  to  her  that  which  an  all-wise  Creator  intended  she  should 
receive  from  him.  Man,  in  his  true  state,  is  monogamic.  All  ani- 
mals, in  their  true  state,  are  monogamic;  they  mate  and  are  true  to 
each  other,  the  male  giving  to  the  female  his  excess  of  vitality.  I 
use  the  word  monogamic  not  in  its  ecclesiastical  meaning,  but  mean- 
ing one  wife  at  a  time,  and  living  with  her  alone.  The  male  seeks 
the  female  because  of  the  burden  of  the  accumulating  semen  causing 
passion ;  the  female  receives  his  attentions  because  she  is  conscious 
of  a  lack.  Hence,  the  husband  supplies  to  his  wife  his  own  vitality, 
his  blood,  his  nerve  force,  and  she  becomes,  in  truth,  part  of  his  own 
body.  Moses  says  they  are  one  flesh.  This  is  the  true  reason  why 
she  grows  more  like  him,  why  she  is  more  healthy,  more  beautiful, 
more  full  of  life  and  nerve  force  than  an  unmarried  woman.  The 
curse  of  depraved  health,  resting  upon  those  who  pervert  the  laws  of 
nature  in  sexual  relations,  is  a  just  and  necessary  consequence.  A 
man  in  health  generates  enough  of  this  vital  fluid  for  himself  and 
his  wife.  If  excessive  sexual  congress  is  indulged  in,  he  loses  his 
portion  and  nervous  phenomena  result. 

But  man  reaches  old  age,  his  testicles  cease  to  perform  their  func- 
tion, and  his  recuperative  vigor  rapidly  vanishes.  A  vigorous  old 
man  has  always  left  to  him,  in  some  degree,  his  sexual  power. 

Dr.  Brown-S&quard  knows  all  this.  He  has  known  it  for  years ; 
as  a  young  man  he  knew  it.  In  the  prime  of  life  he  knew  the  value 
of  his  semen,  and  now  that  old  age  has  overtaken  him  he  knows  it. 
When  in  the  vigor  of  his  manhood,  and  his  testicles  were  active  and 
supplying  him  with  the  required  amount  of  vitality,  he  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  this  matter,  but  now  that  old  age  has  overtaken  him,  and  the 
secretion  has  become  scanty  and  slow ;  now  that  he  is  feeling  the  de- 
cline of  his  nerve  force  and  is  overtaken  by  fatigue,  he  strives  to  put 
his  knowledge  to  practical  account,  and  secure  from  the  testicles  and 
spermatic  vesicles  of  the  rabbit  what  his  own  refuses  to  give  him. 
He  has  experimented  upon  himself,  and  given  his  supposed  results 
to  the  world. 

Is  Brown-Sfequard's  theory  practicable?    Seminal  fluid  is  only  of 
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value  while  the  zo5sperm  is  alive  and  active.  When  dead,  the  fluid 
is  just  so  much  mucuSy  rich^  to  be  sure,  iu  albumen,  phosphates  and 
latent  septicaemia.  Under  the  microscope  the  zoosperm  shows  great 
activity  for  thirty  or  forty  minutes,  and  I  have  seen  their  tails  still 
moving  in  a  feeble  way  after  an  hour  and  a  half  have  passed.  Exposed 
to  the  air  they  die  quickly.  Conveyed  as  the  semen  is  during  inter- 
course from  the  body  of  the  male  at  98.6^  to  the  body  of  the  female  at 
the  same  temperature,  with  no  exposure  to  the  air,  the  transplanting  is 
not  hurtful, and  they  may  live  for  several  days.  But  Brown -Sequard's 
method  is  death  and  destruction.  He  realized  the  danger  of  septi- 
caemia, and  his  process  of  pounding  the  genitals  in  a  mortar  and 
sterilizing  the  extracted  fluid  is  death  to  the  zoosperm,  and  renders 
success  impossible.  The  live  zoosperm,  passing  direct  from  the  man 
to  the  woman  in  copulation,  is  to  her  life;  the  dead  zo6sperm,  ex- 
tracted from  the  testicles  of  the  sheep  and  injected  into  the  arm  of  a 
man,  may  mean  septicaemia. 

But  behold  the  cures,  some  one  cries.  What  answer  will  be  given 
to  them  ?  I  have  heard  of  no  cures  reported.  Our  press  has  been 
overflowing  with  the  accounts  of  experiments  made  upon  patients, 
and  everything  looks  like  success  if  one  looks  no  deeper  than  the 
surface.  But  wait.  It  has  not  been  long  since  the  old  school,  and 
many  homceopaths  too,  were  wild  over  the  cures  of  consumption  by 
gaseous  euemata,  but  it  is  not  now  fashionable  to  kill  bacteria  in  the 
lungs  by  blowing  the  bowels  up  like  a  balloon,  and  the  earth  opens 
and  takes  in  as  many  consumptives  as  ever.  Antipyrine  filled  the 
old-school  faction  with  confidence,  but  heart  failure  was  appended  as 
the  cause  of  death  so  often  that  this  fashion,  too,  is  becoming  old. 
Changeable  as  the  wind,  unstable  as  the  waves,  without  foundation, 
the  physicians  of  the  old  school  eagerly  grasp,  with  a  desperate 
energy,  any  new  notion,  or  old  notion  in  new  dress,  provided  it  is  a 
child,  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  of  one  of  their  own  number,  only  to 
find  it  worthless^  and  throw  it  away  for  something  equally  as  useless 
but  newer.  I  say  I  have  heard  of  no  cures.  Time  has  been  too 
short  to  produce  them.  What  has  been  done  is  the  result  of  imagina- 
tion, and  when  the  excitement  is  over  these  patients  will  fall  back  into 
their  old  condition^  and  some,  it  may  be,  will  be  worse.  Dr,  Brown- 
S^uard's  success  with  himself  is  simply  auto-impression,  and  if  he 
lives  to  see  New  Year's  day  of  1890,  he  will  see  his  theory  neglected 
and  his  practice  abandoned  for  some  newer  fashion  in  old-school 
therapeutics. 
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A  CASE  WORKED  HOMCEOPATHICALLY, 

BY  ALFRED  HEATH,  F.L.8.,  LONDON,  ENGLAND. 

The  following  working  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers^  and 
to  some  of  them  it  may  be  useful^  as  showing  in  a  mathematical 
kind  of  way  bow  to  find  the  homoeopathic  remedy  in  complicated, 
or  in  simple  cases,  where  it  is  impossible  to  remember  all  the  reme- 
dies. The  plan  of  the  working  is  entirely  my  own^  and  I  have  used 
it  for  many  years  with  very  considerable  success.  The  first  list  of 
medicines  should  contain  all  the  remedies  likely  to  be  mentioned  for 
any  symptom  of  the  case  in  hand ;  the  size  of  the  paper  must  de- 
pend on  circumstances;  it  saves  time  and  the  trouble  of  writing 
them  out  if  a  printed  list  of  medicines,  numbering  a  hundred  or 
a  hundred  and  thirty  names,  be  kept  ready  to  hand,  when  one  can 
be  stuck  on  the  margin  of  the  paper  used  for  working  the  case. 
This  number  will  embrace  all  the  most  usual  remedies ;  any  very 
unusual  ones  can  be  put  on  another  paper.  The  advantages  of  my 
plan  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  :  It  shows  at  a  glance  the  remedy 
that  covers  the  totality  of  symptoms;  it  also  shows  what  other  reme- 
dies come  next  in  importance;  it  is  easy  to  differentiate  on  the  value 
of  the  symptoms ;  it  is  a  map  of  the  case  always  at  hand  for  refer- 
ence ;  and  it  can  be  added  to,  as  new  symptoms  turn  up,  without 
losing  sight  of  old  ones,  and  as  old  symptoms  disappear  it  can  be 
rearranged  to  show  the  existing  totality ;  it  also  shows  in  a  marked 
degree  the  truth  of  the  homoeopathic  law — Similia  similibiLa  curantur. 
For  instance^  I  have  often,  when  hearing  the  symptoms  of  a  case, 
thought  of  a  certain  remedy ;  I  have  worked  the  case,  feeling  sure 
that  remedy  would  come  to  the  front,  have  even  tried  to  bring  it 
there,  when  some  urdhoughi  of  outsider  (as  in  this  castoreum  case)  has 
taken  first  place,  and  I  have  cured  the  whole  thing  immediately  with 
one  or  two  doses.  This  proves  the  "  Law  of  Similars  "to  be  a  law 
beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  The  principal  book  needed  is  a 
good  repertory.  I  have  hitherto  found  Lippes  very  reliable,  although 
the  case  given  I  worked  out  with  the  help  of  Bell's  repertory  on 
diarrhoea. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Burnett,  of  London,  the  then  editor  of  the 
Homosopathio  World,  I  published  some  years  ago  in  that  journal  a 
case  of  peritonitis  worked  out  on  this  plan,  in  which  veratrum  album 
covered  and  cured  every  condition  and  symptom  present  in  a  few 
hours.  Dr.  Burnett  saw  this  patient^  and  was  so  pleased  with  the 
working  and  result  that  he  wished  to  publish  the  plan  as  it  stood. 
See  HomoBopaOm  Worlds  February,  1882. 
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A  Case  Worked  Homgbopathically. 
SymplomB. — Stool  consisting  of  green,  mucu8^  with  bloody  burning 
tU  anus  after  stool,  cutting  pain  in  the  abdomen  before  stool,  relieved 
by  bending  double,  by  pressure  with  the  hand^  and  by  warm  applica- 
tion. 


Bloody 

Green 

Burning 
after 
Stool. 

Cutting  in'  Axnel'd  AmeVd 
abdomen       by     1     by 

Amel'd 
by 

Total. 

StooL 

Mucus. 

before 

ben'ingj  warm  | 

Press- 

Stool. 

double. 

appli'n. 

ure. 

Aeon. 

Aeon. 

Aeon. 

Aeon. 

5  Aeon. 

Aesciil. 

Aescul. 

Aescul. 

Aescul. 

3  Aescul. 

Aethus. 

Aethus. 

Aethus. 

Aethus. 

3  Aethus. 

Agar. 
Aloe. 

Agar. 

Agar. 

Agar. 

3  Agar. 
3  Aloe. 

Aloe. 

Aloe. 

Aloe. 

Alum.      Alum.      | 

Alum. 

2  Alum. 

Apis. 

Apis. 

Apis. 

2  Apis. 

Arg.n. 

Arg.  n. 

Arg.  n. 

2  Arg.  n. 

Ars. 

Ars. 

Ars. 

Ars. 

Ars. 

4  Ars. 

iX 

Bapt. 
Bell. 

» 

2  Bapt. 

3  Bell. 

Bell. 

Bry. 

Bry. 

Bry. 

Bry. 

Bry. 

4  Bry. 

Canth. 

Canth. 

Canth. 

Canth. 

3  Canth. 

Caps. 

Caps. 

Caps. 

Caps. 

3  Caps. 

Carb.  V. 

Carb.  V. 

Carb.v. 

Carb.  V. 

3  Carb.  V. 

Castor. 

Castor. 

Castor. 

Castor. 

Castor. 

Castor. 

Castor. 

Castor. 

7  Castor. 

Cham. 

Cham. 

Cham. 

Cham.  Cham. 

4  Cham. 

China. 

China. 

China. 

2  China. 

Cina. 

Cina. 

Cina. 

2  Cina. 

Colocy. 

Colocy. 

Colocy. 

Colocy. 

Colocy. 

Colocy 

Colocy 

6  Colocy. 

Cop. 

Cop. 

Cop. 

2  Cop. 

Com.  c. 

Corn.  c. 

Corn.  c. 

2  Com.  c 

Dulc. 

Dulc. 

Dulc. 

2  Dulc 

Elat. 

Elat. 

Elat. 

Elat. 

3  Elat. 

Gnm.  g. 

' 

Gum.  g. 

Gum.  g. 

2  Gum.  g. 

Hep. 

Hep 

Hep. 

2  Hep. 

Ipec 

Ipec. 

Ipec 

2  Ipec. 

Irisv. 

Iris  V. 

Iris  V. 

Iris  V. 

Iris  V. 

4  Iris  V. 

lACh. 

Lach. 

Lach. 

Lach. 

3  Lach. 

Lauroc. 

Lauroc. 

Lauroc. 

Lauroc. 

3  Lauroc 

Mag.c. 

Mag.c 

Mag  c 

Mag.  c. 

3  Mag.  c 

Merc.  c. 

Merc,  c 

Merc  c. 

2  Merc  c 

Mercv. 

Mercv. 

Merc.  V. 

Merc  V. 

Merc  V. 

4  Merc.  v. 

NiUac. 

Nit.ac 

NiLac 

Nit.  ac 

Nit.  ac 

4  Nit.  ac. 

Nuz  m. 

Nux  m. 

Nux  m. 

Nuxm 

3  Nux  m. 

Nuxv. 

Nux  V. 

Nuxr. 

Nuxv. 

Nux  V. 

4  Nux  V. 

Petrol. 

Petrol. 

Petrol. 

Petrol. 

Petrol. 

4  Petrol. 

Phon. 

Phos. 

Phos. 

Phos. 

3  Phos. 

Pod. 

Pod. 

Pod. 

Pod. 

Pod. 

4  Pod. 

Ptor. 

Psor. 

Psor. 

2  Psor. 

Pols. 

Puis. 

Puis. 

Puis. 

3  Puis. 

Bheum. 

Rheum 

Rheum 

2  Rheum. 

Rhus. 

Rhus. 

Rhus. 

Rhus. 

Rhus. 

Rhus. 

5  Rhus. 

Sep. 

Sep. 

Sep. 

2  Sepia. 

SUic 

Silic. 

Silic. 

2  Silic 

Staph. 

^^taph. 

Staph. 

2  Staph. 

Snlph. 

Sulph. 

Sulph. 

Sulph. 

Sulph. 

Sulph. 

5  Sulph. 

Tart.  e. 

Tart.  e. 

Tart.  e. 

Tart.e. 

TarUe. 

4  Tart.  e. 

Zinc 

Zinc. 

Zinc 

2  Zinc. 

114  Ebubt  Street,  London,  England. 


104  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [February, 

A  STUDY  OF  NEURITIS. 

BY  WILLIAM  A.  HAHAN,  M.D.,  BEADING,  PA. 

(Being  an  Abstract  of  a  Paper  Bead  Before  the  Hahnemannian  Society,  and  Prepared  for 
thla  Journal  by  D.  C.  Kline,  M.D.,  Secretary.) 

Two  years  ago  I  read  an  article  containing  the  results  of  experi- 
ments that  were  suggested  by  typical  neuritis  following  the  hypo- 
dermic use  of  ether  in  heart  failure.  In  these  cases  the  drug  was 
injected  deeply  along  the  nervous  trunks;  cutaneous  anaesthesia,  dis- 
orders of  motility,  and  even  serious  trophic  lesions  resulted.  In  the 
experiments  sulphuric  ether  and  alcohol  were  used,  and  both  sub- 
stances were  found  to  occasion  a  neuritis  running  into  a  necrosis  of 
the  nerve  trunks  at  the  point  of  injection.  Regeneration  commenced 
on  the  fortieth  day,  when  pure  alcohol  was  used,  and,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  or  thirtieth,  when  60  per  cent,  alcohol  was  used.  The  latter  is 
the  percentage  of  alcohol  in  brandy  and  whisky. 

When  the  alcohol  is  diluted  to  25  per  cent,  the  necrosis  is  less 
manifest,  and  phenomena  of  irritation  seems  to  predominate,  while 
the  immediate  effect  of  the  injection  consists  rather  in  a  simple  dimi- 
nution of  the  functional  activity  of  the  nerve  than  in  a  true  paral- 
ysis. The  resulting  neuritis  was  found  to  be  nearly  the  same  as  in 
disease,  one  difference  being  an  absence  of  any  migrating  tendency 
in  experimental  neuritis. 

The  authors,  in  making  known  these  results  of  their  experiments, 
advised  caution  in  the  selection  of  the  locality  for  the  hypodermic  in- 
jection of  alcoholic  liquors  and  ether,  and  suggested  that  injections 
of  these  liquids  be  made  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  nerve  trunks 
in  lieu  of  neurotomy,  neurectomy  and  nerve-stretching  in  those  cases 
requiring  such  operations.  * 

To  homoeopathists  another  thought  occurs  in  connection  with  the 
result  of  these  experiments.  If  the  hypodermic  injection  of  alcohol 
and  of  ether  in  the  neighborhood  of  nerve  trunks  produce  typical 
neuritis,  why  should  not  the  injection  of  smaller  quantities,  in  neu- 
ritis occasioned  by  other  cau§es,  effect  a  cure? 

This  is,  in  my  opinion,  crude  homoeopathy,  but  it  is  in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  similars ;  nevertheless,  this  is  so  patent  as  to  admit 
of  no  dispute.  Now,  the  point  that  I  hope  will  receive  special  at- 
tention in  your  criticisms  is  whether  the  alcohol  or  ether  could  be 
efficacious  if  administered  by  the  mouth.     I  think  not,  because  ether 
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inhaled  or  taken  by  the  mouth  does  not  produce  neuritis.  Neuritis 
has  been  observed^  however,  in  a  few  oases  of  chronic  alcoholism,  yet 
I  would  be  disposed  to  think  that  it  would  be  more  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  our  day  to  use  the  drug  in  the  same  way  that  it 
was  used  when  it  produced  pathogenetic  effects  in  the  proving,  modi- 
fying the  quantity  of  course. 

Since  entertaining  this  view,  I  have  had  but  two  cases  of  intract- 
able chronic  neuritis  under  my  care,  but,  unfortunately^  they  both 
left  me  before  I  determined  to  give  the  alcohol  and  ether  a  trial. 


AN  UNUSUAL  MANIFESTATION  OF  URJEMIA, 

BY  HORACE    P.   IVINS,  M.D.,   PHILADELPHIA,   PA. 
<Read  before  the  Philadelphia  County  HomcBopathic  Medical  Society.) 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  paper  to  claim  the  discovery  of  any- 
thing truly  new,  for  such  may  not  be  the  case,  but  it  is  pro|)osed  to 
present  a  statement  of  a  condition  which  occurred  in  two  persons, 
during  the  course  of  urcemia,  the  equivalent  for  which  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  in  the  literature  searched.  The  condition  is  that  of 
paralysis  of  the  muscles  moving  the  left  vocal  band. 

Both  patients  were  over  sixty  years  of  age  and  both  had  long  been 
troubled  with  considerable  prostatic  enlargement.  One  of  these  men 
was  referred  to  me  by  Dr.  D.  R.  Posey  in  1880,  at  which  time  I  was 
considerably  interested  in  surgery,  being  associated  with  Dr.  Charles 
M.  Thomas;  tlie  other  was  one  of  Dr.  Thomas's  patients  whom  I 
treated  during  the  doctor's  absence  from  the  city.  In  both  there 
was  a  gradual  development  of  ursemia.  At  the  time  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  laryngeal  paralysis  the  urine  was  suddenly  nearly  sup- 
pressed. These  conditions  occurred  before  the  appearance  of  the 
listlessness  and  the  still  later  coma.  In  each  the  paralysis  remained 
to  the  end,  but  in  neither  case  was  there  loss  of  voice,  though  there 
was  that  peculiar,  rolling,  uncertain  sound  during  vocalization,  such 
as  might  be  considered  almost  pathognomonic  of  this  form  of  paraly- 
sis. Articulation  was  much  affected  a  short  time  before  death.  The 
first  case  lived  about  three,  the  second  only  two,  days  after  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  laryngeal  paralysis. 
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No  autopsies  were  made,  but  the  unemie  nature  of  the  cases  was 
evident.  The  paralysis  of  the  muscles  moving  the  left  vocal  band 
seemed  undoubted,  as  the  band  was  stationary  in  the  cadaveric  or 
mid-position ;  there  had  been  no  previous  laryngeal  inflammation 
such  as  would  have  preceded  an  anchylosis  of  the  thyro-arytenoid 
articulation,  and  the  voice  was  normal  in  each  case,  when  first  seen. 
In  each  patient  the  right  vocal  band  acted  well,  although  a  little 
sluggishly,  perhaps.  The  larynges  appeared  normal  in  other 
respects. 

Fagge,  in  his  classical  work,  says :  '^  In  other  cases,  the  principal 
indication  of  chronic  urasmia  is  dyspnoea.  This  is  said  by  E.  Wag- 
ner to  be  generally  paroxysmal,  coming  on  chiefly  at  night,  like 
asthma.  It  may  also  resemble  that  affection  in  being  mainly  ex- 
piratory ;  or,  as  in  a  case  which  occurred  at  Guy's  Hospital  in  1866, 
and  in  which  oedema  glottidis  was  suspected  during  life,  it  may  be 
mainly  inspiratory,  as  though  there  were  laryngeal  stenosis;  or, 
again,  both  inspiration  and  expiration  may  be  free,  being  simply 
hurried  and  deep." 

Although  one  might  imagine  this  description  of  the  case  to  be  re- 
ferable to  a  possible  paralysis  of  the  larynx,  yet»  as  suggested,  the 
case  occurring  at  Guy's  was  looked  upon  as  (edematous,  and  it  seems, 
from  Fagge's  description,  to  have  been  unattended  by  either  a  laryn- 
goscopic  examination  or  an  autopsy,  hence,  without  a  certain  diagno- 
sis. The  case  occurred  in  1865,  ten  years  after  the  laryngoscope 
had  come  into  general  use  in  Austria,  and  elsewhere,  and  only  one 
year  before  Tuerck  gave  to  the  world  his  famous  clinical  work  on 
the  diseases  of  the  larynx.  It  seems  strange,  therefore,  that  the 
laryngoscope  was  not  used,  as  in  all  probability  the  diagnosis  could 
have  been  rendered  sure  at  once. 

It  is  evident  that  the  case  referred  to  by  Fagge  was  not  a  paraly- 
sis, and  especially  not  the  form  here  referred  to,  since  with  stenosis 
the  only  form  of  paralysis  would  be  one  of  l)oth  posterior  crico- 
arytenoid muscles  only ;  the  voice  would,  in  that  case,  be  quite  nor- 
mal, unless  complicated  by  catarrh,  ulceration,  syphilis,  phthisis,  or 
oedema.  In  the  two  cases  here  reported  respiration  was  not  inter- 
fered with,  but  there  was  an  evident  vocal  defect,  as  has  been  stated. 
Fagge  further  says:  "It  may  also  resemble  that  affection  (asthoja) 
in  being  mainly  expiratory ;  or,  as  in  the  case  which  occurred  at 
Guy's  in  1865,  ...  it  may  be  mainly  inspiratory." 

If  "  mainly  expiratory,"  an  uncomplicated  paralysis  of  the  laryn- 
geal muscles  could  be  at  once  excluded,  as  expiration  is  a  passive 
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act,  on  the  part  of  the  larynx,  and  hence  no  amount  of  paralysis 
coald  afiect  it  perceptibly.  If  "mainly  inspiratory,"  uncomplicated 
paralysis  is  again  excluded,  for  the  same  passive  function  would 
have  caused  Fagge  to  say :  inspiratory  on/y,  instead  of  '*  mainly.'* 

In  the  article  on  "  Uraemia/'  by  Grainger  Stewart,  in  Quain'a  Dic- 
tionary of  Medicine^  we  read  :  "  Movements  are  slow,  and  speech  is 
somewhat  indistinct  "  in  chronic  ursemia.  "  The  drowsiness  passes 
into  torpor.  If  the  patient  is  roused  to  speak,  his  articulation  is  thick 
and  indistinct.  It  soon  becomes  impossible  to  elicit  any  answer; 
lethargy  deepens  into  coma  .  .  .''  Here  no  reference  is  made  to  the 
condition  of  the  larynx,  the  speech-defect  being  due  to  a  disturbance 
of  articulation  and  not  to  any  disturbance  of  vocalization.  That 
condition  is  most  probably  due  to  cerebral  involvement.  This 
quotation,  then,  does  not  throw  any  light  on  the  cases  in  question, 
and  as  most  authors  are  silent  on  the  existence  of  any  form  of  vocal 
defect  in  uraemia,  I  can  but  think  that  the  appearance  of  paralysis 
of  the  vocal  bands  is  an  unusual  manifestation  of  uraemia. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  explanation  of  these  cases  rests  upon  the 
complex  and  all  too  little  comprehended  urseraic  changes.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  to  attribute  them  to  lesions  of  the  brain,  as  there 
was  no  other  paralysis,  and  at  first  not  even  listlessness;  they  must 
therefore  be  looked  upon  as  a  result  of  some  involvement  of  the  re- 
current nerve;  but  since  neither  neoplasm  nor  aneurism  could  be  de- 
tected, the  suggestion  may  be  made  that  they  were  due  to  the 
orseroic  poisoning  itself,  perhaps  as  a  nerve  infiltration. 

Some  may  argue  that  these  paralyses  were  not  the  result  of  the 
ursemia,  but  were  due  to  some  other  condition.  To  this  the  answer 
may  be  made  that,  without  injury,  it  is  exceedingly  rare  for  this  form 
of  paralysis  to  originate  so  suddenly*  When  due  to  pressure  the 
paralysis  usually  first  assumes  the  abductor  form,  the  loss  of  motion 
affecting  the  abductors  later.  In  the  cases  here  recorded  both  sets  of 
muscles  were,  apparently,  involved  simultaneously,  although  there  is 
a  possibility  that  the  abductor  was  involved  before  the  paralysis  was 
noticed,  as  paralysis  of  one  posterior  crico-arytenoid  muscle  is  rarely 
attended  by  any  dyspnoea  unless  the  patient  use  considerable  exercise, 
or  be  subjected  to  mental  excitement.  Admitting  such  a  condition, 
it  still  appears  very  remarkable  that  such  a  paralysis  due  to  other 
causes  should  remain  latent,  or  unrecognized,  until  the  oncoming 
ursmia  appear,  and  thus  be  precipitated  at  the  same  time  that  the 
urine  was  almost  suppressed. 
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SILICEA  BIOCHEMICALLY,  PHYSIOLOGICALLY  AND  CLINICALLY 
CONSIDERED. 

BY  DR.   M08SA,  STDTTOART. 

(Tniulated  by  8.  Lillentbal,  M.D.,  San  FranciMO,  Cal.) 

(Continued  fh>m  p.  41,  January  number.) 

Let  us  see  what  silicea  can  do  in  cutaneous  eruptions.  The  first 
place  belongs  to  eczema^  especially  of  the  scalp,  arising  more  or  less 
from  scrofulosis.  A  woman  of  thirty-two  years,  blonde,  of  sanguine 
temperament,  who  formerly  suffered  from  scrofulous  ophthalmia, 
was  attacked  all  over  the  lips,  especially  at  its  corners,  by  an  eruption 
with  large,  hard,  brown  scabs,  disfiguring  her  greatly.  Different 
remedies,  including  silicea  30,  failed.  She  then  received  silicea  4, 
one  drop  every  third  or  fourth  day.  The  first  few  doses  of  this 
potency  caused  considerable  aggravation,  &s  vertigo,  heaviness  of  the 
head,  heat^  redness  of  the  face,  severe  pains  in  the  abdomen,  nausea, 
pain  in  the  extremities.  After  the  third  dose  the  aggravation  ceased. 
After  the  fifth  dose  the  eruption  disappeared,  but  a  deep  and  large 
ulcer  formed  on  the  leg,  and  it  may  well  be  asked  whether  a  milder 
preparation  would  not  have  done  equally  well. — AUgemeine  Horn, 
Zeituvg,  24,  15;i. 

A  girl  of  sixteen  years  suffered  from  moist  tinea  capitis  on  the 
occiput.  Aquee  sil.,  three  times  daily,  ten  drops,  cured  her  in  a  few 
weeks. — Hygea,  22,  104. 

A.  Becker  cured,  with  the  same  preparation,  a  moist  herpes  of  the 
hands. 

A  boy  of  seven  years  was  treated  for  two  years  by  old  school 
methods  for  tinea  capitis,  discharging  a  green,  foul  fluid.  Silicea  30 
aggravated  at  first;  another  dose  after  several  weeks.  Cured  after 
several  months. — AUgemeine  Horn.  Zeitung,  49,  54. 

Lepra  or  elephantiasis  arabum  is  histologically  a  hypertrophy  of 
the  cutaneous  or  subcutaneous  connective-tissue,  attacking  also  the 
hair,  nails  and  cartilages.  Its  circumscribed  form  appears  in  tuberous 
excrescences,  having  its  specific  focus  in  the  face  and  upon  the  nose. 
C.  Hering,  who  observed  it  in  the  West  Indies,  says,  of  silicea,  that 
it  acted  well  in  nasal  ulcers.  For  the  nasal  troubles  in  lepra  it  is 
characteristically  indicated,  when  they  set  in  with  constipation; 
closure  of  the  nose.  It  ameliorated  the  gnawing  pains  in  the  nasal 
bones,  with  heaviness  when  stooping  and  sensitiveness  to  pressure. 
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It  acted  equally  well  for  the  coppery  spots,  the  remnants  of  the  ex- 
crescenceSy  or  even  for  the  tubers,  especially  at  the  nates. 

Silicea  shows  great  power  over  neevi  or  spots.  Lorbacher,  AUge- 
meine  Horn,  Zeiiungy  61, 93,  publishes  this  interesting  case :  A  woman 
of  thirty-nine  years,  sufiTering  from  habitual  perspiration,  washed  her 
feet  with  cold  water,  aud  then  danced  in  tight  shoes.  Inflammation 
set  in  from  the  toes  upwards ;  the  foot-sweat  remained  suppressed  in 
spite  of  all  treatment.  A  sensation  of  disagreeable  heat  in  the 
affected  leg  was  experienced,  while  the  well  one  was  cold  up  to  the 
knee.  When,  after  a  few  years  suffering,  she  came  under  Lorbacher, 
he  reports :  The  right  1^  forms  a  shapeless  mass ;  the  toes  can  hardly 
be  seen ;  compreased  in  ill-shaped  forms,  similar  to  elephantiasis. 
The  swelling  feels  hard  all  over,  cold  ;  the  skin  covered  with  white 
scales  and  reddish,  tuberous  thickenings  and  dry  scabs,  as  in  lupus. 
The  heels  and  toes  looked  as  if  covered  by  warts.  At  the  edge  of 
the  big  toe  and  at  the  inner  malleolus  a  small,  ichorous,  painful 
ulcer,  exhaling  a  foetid  odor  like  foul  foot-sweat,  was  seen.  Severe 
tearing,  fulgurating,  lancinating  pains  in  the  swelling,  especially  at 
night,  at  atmospheric  changes  and  at  the  b^inning  of  menstruation, 
which  appears  copiously  with  labor-like  pains  every  three  weeks. 
Sulphur  30,  for  five  weeks,  a  dose  every  three  or  four  days,  was  pre- 
scribed without  benefit.  Arsenicum  failed.  On  account  of  metror- 
rhagia, nux  vomica,  platina,  and  lachesis  were  given,  but  without 
benefit.  Sulphur  6,  for  several  weeks,  reduced  the  pains  and  the  heat. 
Profuse  menses  necessitated  charaomilla  and  secale,  and  then  again 
sulphur.  Finally,  silicea  12  was  tried.  After  three  weeks  ameliora- 
tion began  and  continued,  producing  copious  purulent  discharge,  with 
diminution  of  the  swelling.  The  degenerated  skin  desquamated  in 
large  pieces,  and  healthy  skin  reappeared.  With  the  healing  of  the 
ulcers  the  foot  returned  to  its  natural  dimensions,  and  her  feet 
sweated  again.  There  are  hardly  any  traces  left  of  the  old  degener- 
ation. 

Hygroma  Oysticum  Patdhe. — Clotar  Muller,  AUgemdne  Horn, 
Zeiiung,  26,  341,  cured  several  cases  in  a  few  weeks,  with  silicea  9, 
6,  3.  After  a  few  doses  peculiar  pains  appeared  in  the  swelling, 
especially  at  night;  it  softened  the  tumor  which  then  disappeared. 

In  relation  to  perspiration,  clinical  experience  has  shown  that 
silicea  moderates  a  too  copious  sweating,  especially  a  partial  one,  and 
that  it  will  reproduce  it,  when  suppressed  in  consequence  of  catching 
cold,  and  this  removes  all  morbid  symptoms  emanating  therefrom. 
How  deeply  silicea  enters  into  the  biochemic  relations  of  the  skin  and 
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of  the  sweat-glands  is  shown,  as  it  removes  the  foul  odor  of  the  feet, 
though  no  sweating  takes  place. 

Cephalalgia. — Silicea  is  indicated  where  the  galea  aponeurotica, 
the  periosteum,  and  the  bones  of  the  cranium  are  affected.  It  will 
be  often  difficult  to  diagnosticate  whether  the  dura  mater  or  the 
arachnoid  is  the  seat  of  the  headache,  whether  it  is  the  brain-matter 
or  the  intra-  or  extra-cranial  connective  tissue.  Silicea  has  close 
affinity  for  the  latter.  Schussler  recommends  it  for  headache  with 
simultaneous  appearance  of  small  nodules,  of  the  size  of  peas,  on  the 
scalp.  Hahnemann,  in  his  introduction  to  silicea,  leads  our  attention 
to  these  nodular  eminences  on  the  scalp,  and  mentions  as  character- 
istic symptoms :  Vertigo,  so  that  he  has  to  hold  on  something ;  head- 
ache from  the  neck  to  the  vertex,  preventing  sleep  at  night ;  daily 
headache ;  tearing  with  heat  in  the  forehead,  particularly  forenoon ; 
drawing  pain  in  head,  as  if  it  would  come  out  through  the  forehead  ; 
pains  in  head,  as  if  it  would  burst ;  pulsating  headache ;  unilateral 
headache ;  tearing  and  pulsating  pains  in  the  bones  of  the  face,  through 
the  eyes,  with  sweat  on  the  head  in  the  evening;  dulness  of  head, 
feels  in  the  evening  as  if  drunk;  heat  in  head;  loss  of  memory; 
reading  and  writing  aggravate. 

Hering  mentions  throbbing,  beating  pains  with  heat  and  conges- 
tion, from  exertion,  stooping  and  talking;  nocturnal  pains  from  the 
neck  to  the  vertex,  in  the  forenoon,  with  tearing,  as  if  everything 
would  be  pushed  out  of  the  forehead ;  no<lule8  on  scalp ;  falling  out 
of  the  hair  ;  great  sensitiveness  of  the  skin  (of  the  head). 

A  young  woman  of  twenty-eight  years,  brunette,  suffered  for  some 
time  with  headache ;  pain  either  on  vertex,  occiput  or  forehead  ;  at 
other  times  hemicrania,  with  bruised  sensation  and  painfulness  to 
touch,  sometimes  throbbing,  with  great  weakness  of  eyes.  When  the 
pain  is  very  severe,  it  awakens  her,  with  nausea  and  vomiting ;  less 
from  touch,  walking  and  ip  the  fresh  air ;  it  comes  at  any  time,  in- 
termits for  weeks  or  appears  every  two  or  three  days;  only  for  a 
few  hours  or  continues  for  weeks ;  food  tastes  sticky ;  has  passed 
pieces  of  taenia;  trembling  of  extremities  and  prostration  during 
severe  pains.  Silicea  30,  in  diluted  alcohol,  ten  drops  daily,  was 
given,  from  July  to  September.  The  first  doses  aggravated,  but  a 
cure  followed. — AUgemeine  Horn.  Zeitung,  22,  11. 

Dr.  Glack  mentions  another  kind  of  headache  suitable  to  silicea : 
Headathe  from  organic  causes,  from  overstudy,  nervous  exhaustion, 
with  vertigo  and  loss  of  memory. 

Jahr  mentions  nervous  headaches  from  overstudy  ;  feels  a  concus- 
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sioD  when  one  steps  hard,  with  tensive  pain  in  forehead  and  eyes ; 
nocturnal  congestive  headaches,  with  throbbing,  bursting  sensation  ; 
heat  in  the  head,  especially  chronic  cases ;  migraine,  with  nausea, 
faintishness  and  dimness  of  sight 

Vertigo  when  sitting,  less  when  lying  down  ;  in  walking  so  that 
she  does  not  know  where  she  is,  with  fear  of  falling  sideways ;  with 
nausea  and  pyrosis,  less  when  looking  upwards;  dizziness  when 
getting  up  in  the  morning;  attacks  of  dizziness,  with  tendency  to 
fall  forwards;  vertigo  when  sitting  (not  when  walking),  especially 
on  carriage  riding;  loses  consciousness  for  a  minute,  without  ob- 
scuration of  sight;  headache  after  getting  up  in  the  morning,  with 
rotary  vertigo  sitting  or  walking,  would  fall  down  when  stooping ; 
snrring  in  ears,  with  sensation  of  falling  during  motion —feels  as 
though  he  were  drunk ;  congestion  to  the  right  temple ;  pain  in  the 
middle  of  forehead ;  a  quick,  sharp  pain,  renewed  by  talking,  stoop- 
ing, or  turning  round. 

A  girl  of  seventeen  years  suffered  from  vertigo,  less  from  emotions 
and  stooping,  preceded  by  congestions  to  head,  oppression  of  the 
chest  and  in  pit  of  stomach ;  headache  every  forenoon  ;  menses  too 
early,  often  too  long  and  too  copious,  followed  by  leucorrhoea ; 
burning  pain  in  the  pit  of  stomach,  radiating  to  the  abdomen,  less  by 
walking,  sometimes  nausea  and  tendency  to  diarrhoea.  Silicea  30, 
cared. — AUgemdne  Horn.  Zdtung,  5,  324. 

Many  symptoms  of  Meniere's  labyrinthine  vertigo  remind  one  of 
silicea.  In  the  right  ear  a  rhythmic  bubbling,  as  if  something  beats 
on  the  tympanum,  re-echoing  in  the  head  and  rendering  him  anxious  ; 
noises  like  reverberating  thunder  in  ear^  with  hardness  of  hearing 
for  four  days,  especially  in  the  morning  when  getting  up ;  noises, 
like  ringing  of  bells,  preventing  sleep ;  she  has  to  rise  and  walk  about ; 
vertigo  caduca,  so  that  he  falls  down,  but  remains  conscious. 

Epilepsy. — Sixteen  days  after  taking  the  drug.  After  going  to  bed 
and  during  the  first  sleep,  unconscious  tossing  about  with  upper  and 
lower  extremities ;  twitching,  with  closed  eyes  and  loud  snoring ; 
foaming  at  the  mouth ;  lies  there  without  motion,  and  when  aroused 
stares  about,  opens  the  eyes  which  do  not  move,  and  begins  to 
mumble. 

The  night  and  sleeps  afford  indications  for  silicea.  At  this  time 
silicea  causes  congestion  to  the  head;  the  heart  and  blooilvessels 
throb  violently ;  ascending  twitchings  of  the  body  during  a  dream- 
less sleep ;  sleep  is  restless,  anxious,  and  full  of  dreams  of  a  bad 
nature.     One  prover,  after  thirteen  days,  had  a  dream,  as  if  he  had 
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an  epileptic  fit,  with  a  sensation  as  if  something  pulled  his  head 
sideways. 

Hartman  says  :  ^^Silioea  suits  epilepsies  flourishing  on  a  scrofulo- 
rachitic  soil,  or  when  they  arise  from  thecerebro-spinal  system,  with 
these  symptoms — after  sensation  of  great  coldness  in  the  left  side  of 
the  body,  somnolency  with  frightened  twitching ;  unconsciousness ; 
he  talks  nonsense ;  does  not  recognize  anybody ;  feels  so  weak  that  he 
cannot  turn  around,  followed  by  severe  convulsions ;  staring  look ; 
twisting  of  head  and  extremities ;  unearthly  noises ;  lachrymation  ; 
foam  before  the  mouth ;  hot  sweat  and  sleep.  After  several  hours, 
consciousness  returns.  Nocturnal  epilepsy,  particularly  about  the 
new  moon  ;  body  stretches  out,  is  then  thrown  up,  but  without  a 
scream." 

A  man  of  twenty-three  years,  otherwise  robust,  had  epileptic  fits 
every  five  or  six  weeks.  Before  the  attack  he  always  had  shaking 
and  turning  in  the  left  arm  and  unconsciousness ;  after  it  headache 
and  bilious  vomiting.  When  well,  vomiting  after  cabbage.  Sulf., 
calc,  lye,  agar.,  calc.  30,  were  prescribed  in  turn.  Fits  stayed  away 
for  six  months.  Then  every  five  or  six  months  one  dose  of  calcarea 
or  silicea  30  was  given,  but  still  no  cure  was  accomplished.  Then 
silicea  200  was  prescribed  and  caused  a  decided  aggravation  for  several 
weeks,  especially  at  night     Since  then  no  attack  has  occurred. 

A  woman  of  twenty  years  was  attacked  afl»r  confinement  with  epi- 
leptic fits,  at  first  at  night,  then  also  in  daytime.  The  aura  began 
"  war-like  "  from  the^fepu*  Solaris,  ascended  to  the  brain  and  ended 
with  the  fit.  Silicea  3,  three  drops  in  180  grammes  of  water,  a  tea- 
spoonful  every  day,  restored  her  healtli  in  three  months. 

A  kind  of  epilepsy  in  an  apprentice,  nocturnal  with  moaning, 
snoring,  twitching  of  extremities,  foam  from  mouth,  inability  to 
speak,  can  be  awakened  by  rough  shaking,  was  removed  by  silicea 
30. — AUgemdne  Horn.  Zeiiung,  41,  116. 

A  child  of  eighteen  months  had  convulsions,  which  steadily  in- 
creased for  three  weeks,  so  that  it  had  fifteen  fits  daily,  finally 
paralysis  of  the  right  side.  Silicea  4,  one  dose  cured,  probably  hel- 
minthiasis the  cause,  as  also  in  the  case  of  Boenninghauscn. 

Paralytic  Manifestaiions. — A  farmer  had  for  a  year  atrophy  of  the 
left  hand,  with  weakness  and  sensation  of  numbness  in  the  fingers. 
Silicea  30,  three  doses,  removed  everything. — Al^ennei'ne  Ham. 
Zeitung,  8,  235. 

We  also  find  under  silicea  the  following  symptoms :  The  arms 
are  as  heavy  as  lead ;  pain  in  the  shoulder,  as  from  pressure,  extend- 
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ing  to  the  hand,  with  the  sensation  as  if  she  could  not  lift  anything, 
thoagh  she  has  full  use  of  it;  paralysis  of  the  forearm ;  she  drops 
everything ;  the  arm  falls  asleep  at  the  table  or  when  resting  on  the 
arois ;  paresis  and  trembling  of  the  right  arm  from  slight  exertion  ; 
formication  in  fingers ;  a  stinging  pain  in  one  or  the  other  finger,  or 
in  the  arms,  as  if  they  were  asleep ;  in  the  morning  hands  and  feet 
feel  like  dead. 

Whether  Schussler's  idea  of  silicea  as  a  connective-tissue  remedy 
explains  these  symptoms  from  pathological  changes  in  the  cellular 
covering  of  muscles  and  nerves,  and  the  extension  between  the  fibres, 
18  still  unknown,  but  is  probable.  C.  Hering  found  silicea  the 
remedy  in  paralysis  of  the  hands  of  leprous  patients.  Holcombe 
reports  the  case  of  a  negro  boy,  complaining  of  pain,  swelling,  and 
great  sensitiveness  in  the  ball  of  the  thumb.  Diagnosing  an  abscess, 
hepar  and  mercurius  were  prescribed,  and  poultices  applied  with 
benefit;  but  after  a  week  the  fingers,  and  especially  the  thumb,  b^an 
to  curve,  and  after  a  few  days  they  were  stiff  in  flexion,^nd  every 
attempt  at  extension  caused  excruciating  pain.  Finally  he  succeeded 
and  bandaged  the  extended  fingers  and  forearm  firmly  on  a  splint. 
After  six  weeks  the  bandage  was  removed,  but  the  fingers  were  still 
worse  in  flexion.  Nothing  was  now  done  for  a  month,  when  the 
atrophic  hand  could  not  be  used  any  more.  After  a  few  doses  of 
sulphur,  silicea  acted  admirably,  and  gave  to  the  poor  boy  the  use  of 
his  hand  again. — AUgemeine  Horn.  Zeitung,  49,  15. 

Though  chemistry  has  so  far  failed  to  demonstrate  silicea  in  the  lens 
of  the  eye,  clinical  experience  has  demonstrated  its  usefulness  in 
cataract.  An  old  man  with  a  cataract  was  treated  unsuccessfully 
with  silicea  30,  but  aqua  silicea,  three  times  daily,  seven  drops, 
restored  some  sight  in  the  affected  eye. 

A  carpenter  had  for  years  an  herpetic  eruption  on  the  face.  He 
complains  now  of  a  diminution  of  vision,  preventing  him  from  work- 
ing. Incipient  cataract  was  diagnosed.  After  spiritus  sulphuris, 
ten  drops  thrice  daily,  the  eruption  reappeared,  but  vision  did  not 
improve.  Aqua  silicea,*  seven  drops  daily,  brought  improvement 
with  moderate  sweating  on  body,  but  copious  on  the  feet,  and 
calcareous  sediment  in  the  urine,  and  after  awhile,  a  rheumatic  in- 
flammation of  the  foot. — Hygexiy  B.  2,  408.     Becker. 

A  man  of  twenty  years,  otherwise  healthy,  complained  of  his  eyes, 
which  often  became  inflamed.  In  these  attacks  the  conjunctiva  is  red, 
chemosed,  and  looks  like  a  piece  of  raw  flesh,  with  great  photophobia, 

*  Aqua  silicea  is  a  saturated  solution  of  silicea  in  dlHtilled  water,  which  Becker 
uses  without  diluting  it  any  further. 
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lachrymation,  and  agglutination  of  the  eyelids;  vision  nearly  lost. 
Belladonna  30^  frequently  administered,  removed  the  inflammation 
in  two  days;  but  no  improvement  in  vision,  for  a  thorough  examina- 
tion revealed  now  a  cataract.  Silicea  30,  at  intervals  of  eight  to  ten 
days,  restored  his  sight  in  three  months. — ArcLy  19,  1,  77.  Argenti. 
Massa  reports  the  case  of  a  cabinet-maker,  who  for  a  year  had  a 
swelling  in  the  left  elbow-joint,  soft,  but  now  becoming  painful  and 
preventing  work.  Knowing  that  silicea  is  recommended  for  cystic 
tumors,  he  received  silicea  30,  three  drops,  twice  daily.  After  three 
days,  pain  and  swelling  had  diminished,  but  a  ganglion  formed  on  the 
back  of  the  head  of  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut  Silicea  continued, 
removed  the  ganglion  also,  and  not  a  trace  of  his  tumors  remained. 
In  the  proving  of  Hahnemann  we  also  read  of  a  ganglion  which 
appeared  on  the  thirteenth  day  after  the  drug  had  been  taken.  Thus 
we  have  learned,  thanks  to  homoeopathy,  to  consider  silicea  a  most 
valuable  antipeoric  remedy. 


Pbolomoed  Cabbb  of  .  Diphtheria  and  PERicHONDRrris  Larynoealib  in 
Ghildrek. — Dr.  Jacabowitch  reports  among  others  the  case  of  a  child,  one  vear  old, 
where  the  diphtheritic  process  lasted  seven  weeks,  the  patient  finally  dying  with 
the  symptoms  of  apnoea.  The  autopsy  revealed  a  layer  of  pus  upon  the  faucet 
and  larynx,  and  an  extensive  perichondritU  'laryngealis.  A  boy  of  ten  years  was 
down  with  angina  diphtheritica,  who  died  with  symptoms  of  sufibcation,  though 
through  his  long  disease  he  showed  no  symptoms  of  dyspnoea.  The  laryngeal  carti- 
lage was  destroyed  in  several  spots.  Another  boy,  of  ten  years,  had  malignant  septic 
diphtheria  for  fully  six  weeks  before  slow  convalescence  set  in,  and  in  a  girl,  of  six 
years,  sixty  days  passed  before  she  could  be  considered  out  of  danger. — Deut.  Med. 
Wochachr,,  48,  1889. 

Ltssa  Cured  bt  Aoave  Americana..— A  boy,  of  eight  years,  was  bitten  by  a 
rabid  dog  on  February  18th,  and  remained  apparently  well  up  to  July  7th,  when 
symptoms  of  lyssa  appeared ;  he  became  restless,  sleepless,  irritable,  lost  appetite 
and  could  only  swallow  with  great  difficulty;  the  pulse  was  small  and  frequent; 
prseoordial  anguish.  On  July  17th  death  was  hourly  expected,  as  he  had  not  eaten 
anything  for  four  days  and  got  furious  when  food  was  offered.  A  piece  of  agave 
was  now  offered  which  he  eagerly  grasped,  chewed  it  up  and  held  out  his  hand  for 
more;  he  got  all  he  wanted.  Thus  for  three  days  he  chewed  and  swallowed  it  with 
decided  amelioration  of  all  symptoms.  On  the  fourth  day  he  swallowed  only  the 
juice  and  spat  out  the  woody  parts.  He  slept  the  whole  night,  was  fully  conscious 
and  asked  for  food.  On  July  26th  he  became  tired  of  his  agave,  as  it  tasted  bitter 
and  burned  his  throat.    Full  recovery  ensued. —  Wein.  Med.  Preuef  41,  1889. 

Disappearance  op  an  Extensive  Eruption  of  Xanthoma. — Hardaway,  of 
8t  Louis,  reports  a  case  of  xanthoma  which  was  the  most  extensive  and  exaggerated 
form  of  the  disease  that  he  had  ever  seen,  and  which  he  believes  to  be  without  a 
parallel  in  literature.  In  addition  to  the  widespread  involvement  of  all  parts  of 
the  body  with  the  plane,  tubercular  and  tuberose  lesions  of  the  affection,  there  ex- 
isted a  most  curious  zosteriform  arrangement  of  tubercles,  or  rather  papules,  in  the 
intercostal  region  of  the  right  side.  In  about  four  years  from  the  time  that  he  came 
under  observation  the  xanthomatous  lesions  have  undergone  complete  involution. 
The  peculiar  bronzed  hue  of  the  skin,  which  has  always  been  an  interesting  feature 
of  his  case,  still  persists. — Joum.  of  OuL  and  €fen.'urin.  DiB.f  January,  1890. 
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EDITORIAL 


DR.  WILLIAM  BUDD  TRITES. 

Died  on  Sunday  morning,  January  19,  1890,  Dr.  William  Budd 
Trites.  Probably  no  event  in  the  history  of  our  profession,  here  in 
Philadelphia,  has  created  so  profound  a  sensation  as  the  announce- 
ment thus  briefly  chronicled,  not  only  among  his  fellow-members  of 
the  profession,  but  also  in  the  community  in  which  he  was  so  well 
known  and  loved. 

He  died  of  heart-failure,  at  the  close  of  an  attack  of  pneumonia 
that  had  followed  a  neglected  influenza.  The  calls  of  a  large  prac- 
tice, during  the  prevalence  of  the  late  epidemic,  caused  him  to  neg- 
lect his  own  case,  until  sheer  exhaustion  compelled  him  to  take  to 
his  bed  in  a  condition  but  illy  fitted  to  withstand  the  onset  of  the 
disease  that  prostrated  him.  He  fell  a  hero  and  a  martyr  to  his 
duty. 

Dr.  Trites  was  bom  in  Sunbury,  August  22,  1846,  and  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Dr.  David  Trites.  The  family,  after  residing  in  Surrey 
County,  Virginia,  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  came  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  finally  settled  in  Manayunk.  After  graduating  from 
the  Philadelphia  High  School,  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in 
the  Hahnemann  College,  whence  he  graduated  in  1869,  and  settled 
down  to  practice  in  Manayunk. 

The  genial  charm  of  his  manner  and  the  unconscious  evidences  of 
a  moral  and  upright  nature  made  him  exceedingly  popular,  both  as 
physician  and  citizen.  He  was  president  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medi- 
cal Society  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  for  three  consecutive  years, 
and  of  the  Pennsylvania  Homoeopathic  State  Society  for  one  year. 
Besides  contributing  numerous  valuable  papers  to  the  several  medi- 
cal societies  of  which  he  was  a  member,  we  find  a  number  of  articles 
in  Amdt's  System  of  Medicine  from  his  pen. 

For  several  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  his  Alma  Mater  as 
lecturer  on  venereal  diseases,  and  was  quite  lately  elected  tempora- 
rily to  fill  the  Chair  of  Pathology  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  during 
the  absence  of  Dr.  W.  C.  Groodno^  who  was  compelled  by  overwork 
to  take  a  rest. 

From  his  early  youth  Dr.  Trites  was  actively  connected  with  the 
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Mount  Zioo  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  identified  in  various 
official  capacities  with  its  interests.  He  was  one  of  the  originators 
of  the  Younp:  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Manayunk,  and  for 
several  years  its  president. 

He  was  a  life-long  Democrat, — one  against  whose  honor  there 
was  never  the  breath  of  a  suspicion,  and  as  select  councilman,  to 
which  office  he  was  elected  in  1883,  he  was  conspicuous  for  his  up- 
rightness of  character  and  Christian  integrity.  He  declined  a  renomi- 
nation  in  order  to  devote  himself  more  entirely  to  the  requirements 
of  a  constantly-increasing  practice. 

Immediately  after  the  Johnstown  flood  it  was  owing  to  Dr.  Trites's 
active  exertions  tliat  the  Twenty-first  Ward  Johnstown  Relief  Asso- 
ciation was  organized  with  himself  as  president. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  State  legislature  he  was  chairman 
of  the  delegation  sent  by  the  Homoeopathic  County  Society  to  Har- 
risburg  to  secure  legislation  in  the  interest  of  homoeopathy,  and  to 
his  indefatigable  labor,  and  wisely-direoted  effi^rts,'  was  due  in  a  great 
measure  the  defeat  of  the  unjust  Medical  Examiners'  Bill  that  had 
been  presented. 

Such,  the  meagre  record  of  a  busy,  useful  life — the  inner  history 
of  his  noble  manhood,  is  unperishably  graven  in  the  hearts  of  all 
who  knew  him.  The  subtle  character  of  the  sympathy  that  went 
out  from  him  was  felt  by  every  one  who  came  in  contact  with  him, 
and  the  promise  of  the  first  impression  never  failed.  All  found  in 
him  a  reliable  friend,  and  an  earnest  worker  in  whatever  he  had 
undertaken.  To  do  everything  in  the  best  possible  manner  was  the 
ruling  principle  of  his  life,  and  any  recognized  mistake  was  apt  to 
cause  him  poignant  sorrow. 

Full  of  honors,  though  young  in  years,  but  few  physicians  are 
privileged  to  obtain  as  enviable  a  reputation  as  did  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  in  none  could  the  winning  evidences  of  a  lovely  and 
noble  nature  be  more  conspicuous.  Beloved  by  all  who  knew  him 
— he  is  gone,  but  his  works  still  live.  Struck  down  in  the  full 
vigor  of  his  manhood,  and  with  every  prospect  of  a  long  and  pros- 
perous future  before  him,  his  untimely  end  will  prove  an  incalcula- 
ble loss  to  his  family,  to  the  profession,  to  his  church,  and  to  the 
community  in  which  he  labored  so  faithfully  and  so  acceptably. 
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GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BY 
S.  LILIENTHAL,  M.D..  E.  M.  QRAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D.,  W.  W.  VAN  BaUN,  M.D., 


The  Effect  of  Chronic  Disease  of  the  Valveb  of  the  Heart  upon  the 
Sound  Orifices,  the  Cavities  and  the  Walls.— Dr.  D.  J.  Hamilton,  Prof, 
of  Pathology,  Univeraitj  of  Aberdeen,  in  introducing  the  subject  states  that  the 
relationship  of  the  condition  of  the  walls  and  cavities  of  the  heart  to  that  of  its 
apertures  altered  hj  disease,  is  admittedly  of  the  greatest  prognostic  importance. 
The  object  of  the  paper  is  to  place  the  pathology  of  hypertrophy  and  dilatation  upon 
a  firmer  footing. 

For  thirteen  years  Dr.  Hamilton  has  kept  an  accurate  reoorrl  of  the  size  of  the 
apertures,  the  thickness  of  the  walls,  the  length  at  the  ventricular  cavities,  the 
weight  of  the  organ,  etc.,  in  nearly  every  cadaver,  passing  under  his  notice  as 
pathologist  to  the  Edinburgh  and  Abertleen  Royal  Infirmaries.  The  facts  derived 
therefrom  serve  as  the  basis  of  his  conclusions.  His  investigations  brought  out 
the  somewhat  remarkable  result,  that  the  only  lesions  of  the  valves  of  the  leftside 
which  are  accompanied  by  any  appreciable  distension  of  the  otherwise  sound 
orifices  are  uncomplicated  aortic  regurgitance  with  a  wide  orifice  and  uncompli- 
cated dilatation  of  the  mitral.  In  the  former  of  these,  the  other  three  orifices  were 
considerably  above  the  average  diameter,  and  in  the  latter,  both  the  pulmonary 
artery  and  tricuspid  were  distended,  while  the  aortic  remained  of  natural  size.  As 
regards  the  other  classes,  it  may  be  noted  that  where  incompetence  of  a  valve  was 
accompanied  by  constriction  of  the  orifice,  the  remaining  apertures  were  not  sensi- 
bly affected.  The  legitimate  conclusion  deducible  from  this  is  that  constriction 
of  an  incompetent  orifice  exerts  a  salutary  influence  in  preventing  distension  of  the 
other  orifices  of  the  organ.  In  answer  to  the  Questions  why  does  dilatation  take 
place,  and  what  is  the  increased  work  performed  by  the  heart,  which  calls  forth  the 
hypertrophy  of  its  fibre,  the  author  cites  the  two-fold  action  of  the  heart,  i.6., 
the  action  of  driving  out  the  contents  of  the  cavities,  and  of  preventing  the  over- 
distension of  the  same.  It  is  thus  engaged,  not  only  in  propelling  the  blood,  but 
also  in  maiutaining  the  tone  of  the  heart- wall.  This  tonic  function  of  the  heart- 
muscle  is  often  overlooked,  but  it  is  one  of  considerable  im[>ortance.  The  cardiac 
muscle  w  characterized  by  rhythmic  action  being  most  highly  developed,  rapidity 
of  contraction  well  marked  and  tonicity  well  marked.  The  overwork  performed 
by  the  heart,  in  aortic  regurgitance  with  a  normal  sized  orifice  is  chiefly  that  of 
keeping  up  the  ventricular  tone.  If  dilatation  of  the  ventricle  coexist,  increased 
propulsion  efforts  may  be  required.  In  aortic  regurgitation  with  a  wide  orifice 
the  only  work  is  to  keep  up  the  tone  of  the  ventricle.  Where  the  aortic  is  incom- 
petent and  constricted,  the  overwork  of  the  heart  is  two-fold,  namely,  (1)  that  of 
keeping  up  the  tone  of  the  ventricle,  and  (2)  that  of  driving  the  blood  through  a 
narrow  orifice.  Where  the  aortic  and  mitral  are  both  constricted  and  are  both 
incompetent,  the  increased  work  performed  by  the  left  chanibem  of  the  heart  is  in 
keeping  up  the  arterial  pressure.  Part  of  the  energy  so  liberated  is  expended  upon 
the  pnlmonary  circulation,  which,  by  raising  the  pressure  within  the  pulmonary 
vessels,  necessitates  increased  effort  on  the  part  of  the  right  ventricle  in  opening  the 
pulmonary  artery  valve.  This  is  frequently  followed  by  hypertrophy  of  the  ven- 
tricular walls.  The  unusual  energetic  contraction  also  reacts  upon  the  naturally 
incompetent  tricuspid  and  renders  it  more  incompetent,  thus  affecting  deleteriously 
the  whole  venous  circulation.  In  concluding  his  remarks  on  hypertrophy  from 
valvular  disease,  Dr.  Hamilton  says  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  hearty  when 
deprived  of  its  natural  locks,  may  still  have  a  certain  inherent  power  of  driving  the 
blood  onwards.  Just  as  the  oesophagus  seizes  the  draught  of  liquid,  and  conducts  it 
to  the  stomach  even  against  gravity,  so  the  heart  may  be  supposed  to  do  the  same 
with  the  blood.    It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  an  impaired  valve  is  not  necessarily 
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a  totally  uselefls  valve.  It  maj  subserve  its  purpose  in  an  incomplete  manner.  The 
chief  redeeming  point  in  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  probably,  is  that  the  pul- 
monary semilunes  are  seldom  incompetent.  This  in  a  manner  separates  the  venous 
from  the  arterial  circulation,  and  prevents  the  pressure  on  both  sides  from  becoming 
equalized. — The  Journal  of  Anatomy  and  Phyaioloffy. 

Th£  Cure  of  Facial  NEURAiiOiA,  Odontalgia  and  Allied  Neuroses. — Dr. 
Qeo.  Leslie,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  of  Edinburgh, 
announces  that  he  has  been  able  to  cure  many  cases  of  the  above-named  very  trou- 
blesome disorders  by  a  very  simple  procedure.  This  procedure  consists  in  the  ap- 
plication of  powdered  chloride  of  sodium — common  salt — to  the  nasal  mucous  mem- 
brane. The  salt  may  be  used  by  the  patient  as  snuff,  a  pinch  of  it  being  taken  into 
the  nostrils  on  the  affected  side,  and  in  many  cases  this  nas  been  found  eflectual  in 
preventing  a  recurrence  of  the  trouble  The  best  results  were  obtained  when  the 
salt  was  administered  through  an  insufflator.  A  small  insufflator  was  used  for  this 
purpose,  the  chamber  holding  but  four  grains.  As  the  powder  was  blown  in,  the 
patient  was  asked  to  draw  air  up  the  nostril.  The  application  produces  but  little 
pain  or  discomfort.  Although  a  single  application  usually  suffices  for  the  immedi- 
ate inhibition  of  the  neuralgia,  especially  when  it  is  recent  and  localized  in  one 
branch  of  the  fifth  nerve,  in  other  cases  where  the  disejwe  has  been  of  long  stand- 
ing and  of  extensive  distribution,  he  had  found  that  insufflation  repeated  every  half- 
mmute  for  about  five  minutes  whs  required.  In  conclusion  the  author  reports  a 
series  of  cases  cured  by  this  novel  treatment.  Among  these  were  cases  of  odontal- 
gia, cephalalgia  frontal  and  vertical,  facial  neuralgias  of  various  types,  and  bron- 
chial asthma. — Edinburgh  Medical  Journal^  January,  1890. 

Besorcinum  in  Vomittno. — Dr.  Andeer,  of  Munich,  observed  that  chemically 
pure  resorcin  is  by  far  the  best  remedy  in  vomiting,  especially  in  affec'tions  of  the 
stomach.  He  tried  it  in  all  kinds  of  vomiting,  whether  of  peripheral  or  of  neutral 
origin,  whether  idiopathic  or  symptomatic,  and  it  never  failed  to  show  its  benefi- 
cent action,  even  in  the  obstinate  vomiting  of  hepatic,  renal  or  menstrual  colics  or 
in  the  pernicious  vomiting  of  pregnancy.  Lately  he  also  used  it  successfully  in  sea- 
sickne^v,  and  in  vomiting  after  abuse  of  alcoholic  beverages. — AUgem.  Med.  Oentr. 
Zeitung,  97, 1889. 

Spontaneous  Keloid. — Vidal  reports  the  case  of  a  fifty-ihree-y ear-old  man  in 
whom  a  keloid,  nine  centimetres  long,  three  centimetres  wide  and  one  centimetre 
high,  developed  spontaneously  in  the  sternal  region.  He  did  not  have  syphilis  and 
no  discoverable  cause  could  be  found.  At  first  it  increased  in  size,  but  slowly ; 
since  1878,  however,  it  grew  more  rapidly  and  became  painful.  A  second  keloid 
has  lately  developed  in  the  flexure  of  the  right  elbow,  also  without  visible  cause. 
Both  were  treated  by  multiple  scarification.  Besnier  denies  that  keloid  originates 
spontaneously.— ifdmotsA./ur  prakt,  Dermatol.^  Bd.  9,  No.  12,  1889. 


GYN-«COLOGY  AND  OBSTETRICS. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

GEO.  R.  SOUTH  WICK,  M.D.,  and  K.  W.  MERCER,  M.D. 


Chix)robi8  Treated  by  Small  Venesections. — Dyes  was  the  first  to  recom- 
mend the  treatment  of  chlorosis  by  small  venesections.  Wilhelmi  has  carried  out 
this  method  in  eighteen  cases,  and  has  found  that  in  certain  cases  of  anaemia,  vene- 
section offers  better  results  than  any  other  procedure.  The  symptoms  which  indi- 
cate it  are  :  More  or  less  sallowness  of  the  face,  skin  and  mucous  membranes,  head- 
ache, palpitations  and  dyspnoea  on  any  exercibe,  lassitude  and  inability  to  accomplish 
anything,  tinnitus  aurium^  vertigo  and  tendency  to  faint,  constant  coldness  of  the 
hands  and  feet,  horripilations  and  chilliness,  difficulty  in  falling  asleep,  unrefresh- 
ing  sleep  disturbed  oy  frightful  dreams,  total  insomnia,  poor  appetite,  disgust  for 
milk  and  eggs,  desire  for  fruit,  acids  or  spiced  food,  sensation  of  pressure  and 
nausea  after  eating,  obstinate  constipation,  falling  out  of  the  hair,  deficient  action  of 
the  skin,  mental  irritabilitv,  ill-humor,  down-heartedness,  cedema  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, emaciation,  small,  weak,  readily  excitable  pulse,  and  considerable  loss  in 
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the  qoantitj  of  hcmoglobine.  The  more  severe  the  diHease,  the  smaller  the  quantity 
of  haemoglobiiie ;  the  more  severely  the  fimctioos  of  the  digestive  organs  are  depressed, 
the  more  is  venesection  the  remedy.  This  procedure  produces  a  rapid  improvement 
after  the  failure  of  the  usual  methods.  The  patient  should  be  in  bed  when  bled  ; 
from  eighty  to  one  hundred  grammes  of  blood  should  be  abstracted.  When  men- 
struation is  too  copious  then  the  venesection  should  be  performed  two  or  three  days 
before  the  period.  When  the  flow  is  scanty,  then  two  or  three  days  afterwards. 
They  should  be  repeated  from  every  four  to  eight  weeks. — AUgem.  Med,  CaUr.  Zeiiuna, 
100, 1889. 

Injections  of  Defibbinated  Blood  in  Chlobosis. — Dr.  Antiq,  in  a  paper 
before  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  of  Lyons,  relates  the  results  obtained  by  a  novel 
method  of  treating  chlorosis  suggested  by  Teissier.  The  material  employed  is  the 
blood  of  oxen  dehbrinated.  About  five  ounces  of  this  is  injected  per  rectum  twice  a 
day  for  a  week.  The  treatment  is  discontinued  at  the  end  of  that  period  for  a  week, 
and  then  recommenced.  Care  should  be  taken  to  warm  the  blood  over  a  water- 
bath  before  injecting,  and  the  patient  should  be  directed  to  retain  it  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, any  colicky  symptoms  being  overcome  by  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of 
laudanum.  According  to  tlie  author  this  treatment  is  more  rapidly  and  certainly 
successful  than  any  at  present  resorted  to.  The  proportion  of  red  blood-corpuscles 
in  the  blood  promptly  increases,  and  mucous  surfaces  regain  their  normal  color. 
He  attributes  the  rapid  improvement  that  takes  place  to  the  fact  that  the  employ- 
ment of  defibrinated  blmHl  fulfils  three  indications — (1)  restitution  of  the  iron; 
(2)  reAtitution  of  the  oxygen ;  and  (3)  restitution  of  the  salts  of  potash  and  the  chlo- 
rides. Dr.  Huchards,  commenting  thereon,  mentions  that,  in  a  case  of  his  own,  he 
had  succeeded  in  overcoming  an  amemia  which  had  resisted  all  medication. — Medi- 
cai  and  Surguxd  Reporter,  January  18,  1880. 

Headachis  and  Tinnitus  Aubium  of  Pelvic  Obioin.— Dr.  Amand  Routh, 
London,  after  recalling  that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  males  have  greater  brain  work, 
females  are  much  more 'subject  to  headaches,  in  the  proportion  of  sixty-five  women 
to  twenty -six  men,  according  to  Herman,  or  of  seventy  women  to  twenty  men,  ac- 
cording to  Symonds,  the  headaches  asMociated  with  catamenia  are  almost  constantly 
of  the  migraine  type,  but  may  also  be  complicated  by  occipital  or  vertical  headaches 
if  pelvic  congestion  co-exist.  Unlike  headache  due  to  cranial  disease,  their  inten- 
sity is  invariably  intermittent.  Many  authors  allude  to  these  headaches,  and  agree 
thai  the  catanienial  period  may  provoke  them,  but  that  they  are  to  be  primarily 
accounted  for  by  a  pmlinposing  heredity.  There  are,  however,  headaches  just  as 
clearly  associated  with  pelvic  disorders  as  the  above  catamenial  ones.  Herman  be- 
lieves that  uterine  diBease  may  make  headaches  more  severe  and  more  frequent,  but 
hesitates  to  believe  that  such  headaches  are  even  dependent  on  uterine  causes  ai<me. 
As  regards  migraine  and  other  explosive  neuroHCH,  Dr.  Routh  agrees  with  him.  But 
he  alMO  believes  that  certain  pelvic  states  produce  both  frontal  and  occipital  head- 
aches without  definite  predixposing  heredity,  basing  his  belief  on  the  fact  that  as 
soon  as  the  pelvic  state  is  removed  the  headaches  disappear.  The  doctor  then  de- 
scribed five  cases  in  which  the  chief  complaint  was  headache,  and  either  because 
pelvic  symptoms  were  associated  with  it,  or  because  no  other  orgau  seemed  at  fault, 
the  pelvis  was  examined.  The  first  case  was  one  of  migraine,  with  family  predis- 
position. £xciting  cause,  endometritis,  with  stenosis  of  cervix.  Case  two  was  one 
of  frontal  headache  of  some  weeks'  duration.  Cured  by  dilating  the  cervix.  Case 
three,  insupportable  vertical  headache,  with  prolapsus  uteri  with  retroflexion. 
Hodge  pessary,  followed  by  complete  relief.  He  then  describes  two  cases  with 
reflex  tinnitus  aurium  superadded  to  the  pelvic  trouble.  In  both  cases  the  tinnitus 
was  cured  by  the  removal  of  a  mucous  polypus.  The  doctor  closes  his  paper  with 
the  following  conclusions:  1.  So-called  catamenial  headaches  are  usually  of  the  mi- 
graine type,  and  are  due  to  the  general  nervous  excitation  present,  similar  head- 
aches recurring  from  other  cause.  2.  Migraine  may  be  also  induced  by  pelvic  irri- 
tation apart  from  the  catamenia.  but  there  is  always  a  hereditary  predisposition, 
which  seema  essential  to  the  development  of  these  headaches,  which  may  recur  after 
the  removal  of  the  pelvic  source  of  irritation,  if  other  centres  of  irritation  arise. 
3.  Frontal  headaches,  with  no  previous  tendency  to  headache,  may  be  induced  by 
cervical  stenosis,  with  retention  of  uterine  contents,  such  aa  is  common  in  aged 
women  with  senile  uterine  catarrh,  speedy  relief  following  the  dilatation  of  the  cer- 
vical canal.  4.  Prolapsus  uteri,  during  active  eenud  life,^  may  produce  occipital  or 
vertical  headaches,  which  are  worse  when  the  fundus  uteri  is  tilted  backward,  and  in- 
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eluded  between  the  utero-sacral  foldfi.  Flexions  or  versions,  apart  from  dueentj  do 
not  produce  these  headaches,  not  per  ae  causing  pelvic  congestion.  6.  TinnituB  au- 
rium  seems  able  to  be  produced  by  irritation  of  the  cervix  uteri,  being  in  the  two 
cases  described  caused  by  endo-cervical  mucous  polypi,  upon  the  removal  of  which 
the  buzzing  ceased.— TAe  Frwincial  Med  Jour.,  January,  1890. 

Cbeoline  IK  GTNiCcoLOor. — Extensive  experiments  have  been  made  by  Cli^rar 
with  this  substance  in  2  and  6  per  cent,  solutions.  The  weaker  solution  has  been 
used  for  vesical  injections  in  cases  of  gonorrhoea,  five  grains  bein^  injected  directly 
into  the  bladder ;  neither  poisoning  nor  pain  resulted ;  the  discharge  from  the 
urethra  diminished  and  soon  disap[>eared,  injections  being  made  every  other  day. 
Gonorrhoeal  vaginitis  was  quickly  improved  bv  irrigation  of  the  vagina  and  vulva 
with  a  6  per  cent,  solution.  In  purulent  cervical  endometritis  the  diseased  tissues 
were  first  carefully  cleansed  with  absorbent  cotton,  after  which  an  application  of  a 
6  |)er  cent,  solution  was  made.  After  a  few  applications  the  suppuration  ceased. 
Creoliue  gauze  was  found  to  be  an  excellent  substitute  for  iodoform  gauze  in  cases 
of  suppuration  and  hseraorrhagic  endometritis,  in  which  a  tampon  was  required. 
From  the  foregoing  it  was  concluded  that  creoline  has  a  very  positive  effect  upon 
the  microbes  of  gonorrhoea  and  of  pus,  and  that  in  ordinary  doses  it  is  neither 
painful  nor  tozic^Annais  of  OynoBcologyf  December,  1889. 

Moist  Gaugrene  of  Both  Lkqs  Following  Parturition.— Dr.  W.  F. 
Faison  reports  a  case  of  a  German  woman,  nineteen  years  old,  who,  five  days  after 
confinement,  was  seized  with  a  severe  and  prolonged  chill,  followed  by  a  temperature 
of  105°  F.  Thinking  it  septic  intoxication,  he  prcAcribed  fluid  extract  of  ergot  and 
sulphate  of  quinine,  and  irrigated  the  vagina  and  uterus  with  a  solution  of  bichlo- 
ride of  mercury  (1  to  2000).  The  child  was  taken  from  the  breast  and,  in  spite  of 
every  precaution,  ah  abscess  was  developed  in  each  breast.  Chills  continued  every 
few  days,  with  a  mornine  remission  and  evening  exacerbation  of  temperature  rang- 
ing from  102®  to  105°  I*.  Within  ten  days  she  complaiged  of  cold  feet  with  an 
intolerable  burning  pain,  and  within  fifteen  days  the  characteristic  dusky  hue  of 
gangrene  had  made  its  appearance  in  both  feet,  and  soon  began  to  slough,  exhaling 
the  horrible  odor  peculiar  to  moist  gangrene. 

Although  repeated  attempts  were  made  to  limit  the  process,  it  continued,  and  the 
patient  finally  succumbed.  Her  general  symptoms  were  those  of  collapse;  the  pulse 
was  rapid,  feeble  and  finally  almost  imperceptible  at  the  wrist,  the  respiration  sigh- 
ing, the  breath  having  a  sicklv  sweetish  odor,  and  the  body  bathed  in  profuse,  cold 
perspiration.  Just  before  death,  well-marked  **  typhoid"  symptoms  were  developed. 
The  author  thinks  it  possible  this  was  one  of  the  few  im(x)rtant  cases  reported  by 
Sir  James  Simpson,  in  which  the  arterial  obstruction  was  due,  not  to  embolism,  but 
to  local  thrombi  caused  by  blood  dyscrasia  peculiar  to  the  puerperal  state. — North 
Carolina  Med.  Jowmalt  December,  1889. 

Minor  Lacerations  of  the  Cervix  Uteri.— Dr.  Chaa.  H.  Bushong  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  ofttimes  very  small  lacerations  of  the  cervix  uteri  give  rise 
to  very  serious  disturbances  of  health.  This  fact  he  thinks  is  too  often  overlooked. 
The  symptoms  produced  by  such  conditions  are  tendency  to  abort  readily,  ieucor- 
rhoea,  increased  amount  of  menstrual  blood — unless  there  is  anaemia,  in  which  case 
the  now  is  scanty.  The  patient  often  has  nervous  symptoms,  is  fretful,  and  in- 
clined to  worry,  and  frequently  loses  flesh.  An  examination  will  reveal  only  a 
small  laceration  of  the  cervix.  '  Closer  inspection  will  reveal  some  cicatricial  tissue 
around  the  tear,  and  a  uterus  slightly  larger  than  normal.  Treatment  of  the  cervix 
in  these  cuKes  produces  most  excellent  results.  The  treatment  advocated  by  the 
author  is  the  application  of  Monsel's  solution  to  the  tear,  followed  by  a  tampon 
saturated  with  glycerine,  to  be  worn  about  twelve  hours.  These  applications  are 
made  once  a  week.  When  the  alx>ve  treatment  fails,  it  is  necessary  to  dissect  out 
the  cicatricial  tissue,  and  close  the  laceration  by  sutures. — Medical  Record^  January 
18,  1890. 

Obstruction  of  Labor  by  an  Enormously  Distended  Bladder  of  a 
Male  Fcktus. — blechta,  interne  to  Prof.  Pawiick,  of  Prague,  reports  a  case  where, 
owing  to  prolonged  labor,  an  attempt  was  made  to  effect  delivery  by  the  forceps. 
The  head  of  the  fcetus  was  torn  off  in  the  operation.  The  patient  was  then  brought 
to  the  hospital,  where  the  accoucheurs  found  that  a  large  swelling  in  the  form  of  a 
huge  ball  filled  the  whole  uterine  cavity.  After  embryotomy  a  large  quantity  of 
inodorous  fluid  escaped  from  the  uterine  cavity,  and  labor  was  soon  terminated.  An 
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ezamination  revealed  the  fact  that  the  fluid  came  from  the  enormoaslv  dilated 
bladder  of  the  foetus.  The  cause  of  this  condition  was  found  to  be  an  obliteration 
of  the  urethra.  Both  ureters  Were  considerably  dilated ;  the  rectum  opened  into 
the  bladder,  but  do  meconium  could  enter,  as  the  rectum  was  compressed  by  the 
great  intra- vesical  pressure  and  the  opening  was  hardly  permeable  with  a  probe. — 
Wim,  Med,  Pretae,  46, 1B89. 

The  DiAOKOeis  or  Placenta  Pbjevia  by  Palpation.— Spencer  (Transac- 
Hotu  cf  the  London  Obskirical  Society)  reports  in  detail  seven  cases  of  placenta  previa 
in  which  he  diagnosticated,  by  abdominal  palpation,  the  presence  of  the  placenta  in, 
or  its  absence  from,  the  front  wall  of  the  lower  uterine  segment,  the  diagnosis  being 
sobeequently  verified  by  internal  examination.  The  cases  were  head  presentations 
in  multlpane,  before  pains  were  present  and  the  membranes  had  ruptured;  no 
anaesthetic  was  used.  In  three  cases  the  exact  site  of  the  placenta  on  the  front  wall 
of  the  lower  uterine  segment  was  determined ;  in  two  cases  the  placenta  was  felt 
when,  by  vaginal  ezamination,  it  could  not  be  found,  t'he  absence  of  the  placenta 
from  the  anterior  wall  was  diagnosticated  in  four  cases. 

The  patient  should  lie  on  her  back  for  these  examinations,  the  bladder  having 
been  emptied ;  the  examination  should  be  gentle,  made  in  the  absence  of  pains, 
prolonged  for  several  minutes,  or  repeated  if  needed.  When  the  placenta  is  in 
front  of  the  head,  it  is  felt  as  a  spongy  mass  between  the  fingers  and  head.  Its  edge 
feels  like  the  segment  of  a  circle  within  which  the  touch  is  obscured ;  outside,  the 
child  is  plainly  felt  Impulses  to  the  head  are  not  clearly  felt  through  the  placenta ; 
impulses  to  the  head  through  the  abdominal  walls  are  distinctly  felt  where  the 
placenta  is  absent. — American  Journal  of  the  Medi4xd  Seiencea,  January,  1890. 
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Eye-Symftoub  as  Aids  to  Diagnosis. — In  the  December  meeting  of  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine,  Dr.  D.  C.  Cocks  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  members 
an  outline  of  the  more  important  facts  about  the  eye  and  its  diseases,  a  knowledge 
of  which  was  essential  or  helpful  in  diagnosis.  Epiphora  is  at  times  the  first  symp- 
tom of  facial  paralysis,  the  orbicularis  failing  to  keep  the  puncta  in  contact  with  the 
globe.  Jnjtammation  of  the  lachrymal  sac  indicates  an  obstruction  of  the  nasal  duct 
from  neglected  nasal  catarrh,  exostosis  or  periostitis ;  when  the  inflammation  persists 
in  spite  of  treatment,  diabetes  melliius  may  be  suepected.  Reddened  lid  marffins  in- 
dicate a  lowered  state  of  the  general  system,  as  well  as  errors  of  refraction  and  mus- 
cular insuflSciencies.  Ptosis  by  iti^elf  might  mean  pressure  by  syphilitic  or  rheu- 
matic swellings,  a  trauma  or  a  nuclear  trouble  suggestive  of  general  or  posterior 
Siinal  sclerosis.  Exophthalmos  in  Graves'  disease  gives  the  diagnosis  immediately, 
xophthalmos  of  one  eye  might  indicate  tumor  of  the  orbit  or  its  neighborhood, 
periostitis,  or  even  an  orbital  hsemorrhage  in  whooping-cough.  The  correction  of 
msnfBciencies  of  ocular  muscles  by  prisms  or  tenotomy  will  often  give  an  entirely 
new  aspect  to  cases  that  were  formerly  obKCure.  A  paralysis  of  all  the  external  eye 
muscles  indicates  a  disease  not  of  the  eye,  but  of  the  central  nervous  system — the 
nuclei  of  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  nerves  in  the  floor  of  the  fourth  ventricle  and 
aqueduct  of  Sylvius  being  implicated.  A  recurring  paralysis  of  the  third,  fourth 
and  sixth  nerves  often  gives  early  indication  of  spinal  sclerosis.  Phlyctenular 
keratitis  will  indicate  reduced  health  and  unsanitary  surroundings,  and  of^en  follows 
measles,  chicken-pox  and  scarlet  fever.  Diffuse  keratitis  shows  in  a  large  propor- 
tion of  cases  a  syphilitic  taint.  Keratitis  with  hypopyon  points  to  infection  from 
some  source,  possibly  nasal  catarrh  or  carious  teeth.  Episcleritis  rarely  occurs, 
except  where  there  is  a  rheumatic  or  gouty  basis.  We  will  usually  find  as  an  ac- 
companiment or  cause  of  iritis  either  syphilis,  malaria,  variola,  tuberculosis,  or  rheu- 
matism. The  existence  of  a  dilated  pupil  might  clear  up  a  doubtful  esse  of  cerebral 
tumor  or  syphilitic  deposit  at  the  base,  or  point  to  a  fracture  through  the  apex  of  the 
orbit.  The  writer  instances  a  case  of  diphtheria  which  was  not  recognized  until 
dilatation  of  the  pupil  and  paralysis  of  the  accommodation  occurred. 
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The  ophthalmoscope,  Dr.  Cocks  believes,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  practi- 
tioner. A  choroiditis  of  the  macula  uf  each  eye,  with  fine  specks  in  the  vitreou.**,  is 
almost  pathognomonic  of  syphilis.  A  rapidly-forming  or  soft  cataract  might  be  the 
first  symptom  in  a  case  of  diabetes  mellitus.  The  nenro  retinitis  of  Bright's  disease 
is  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand  the  attention  of  every  physician.  Atrophy 
of  the  optic  nerve  may  be  one  of  a  series  of  symptoms  which  prove  the  previous  ex- 
istence of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  basilar  inflammation,  gumma,  alcoholism,  frac- 
ture of  the  base,  or  tumor  of  the  nerve  or  chiasm.  A  central  scotoma  for  red  is 
almost  pathognomonic  of  tobacco  poisoning.  Night-blindness  occurs  in  atrophy  of 
the  nerve,  aniemia  from  fasting,  and  retinitis  pigmentosa.  Word-blindness  shows 
lesion  of  the  cortex.  Acquired  color-blindness  points  to  optic  nerve  atrophy. 
Limitation  of  the  visual  field  is  found  in  optic  atrophy,  glaucoma  and  retinitis  pig- 
mentosa. Monocular  hemiopia  points  to  an  intraocular  lesion,  such  as  detachment 
of  the  retina,  while  binocular  hemiopia  indicates  lesion  along  the  optic  tract,  or  in 
the  occipital  lobe  of  the  same  side  as  the  loss  of  vision.  Where,  in  Bright's  dusease, 
the  patient  suddenly  goes  blind  without  lesion  of  the  fundus,  the  cause  is  probably 
cedema  of  the  optic  centres.  Acute  glaucoma  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  a  bilious 
attack,  or  hemicrania,  and  chronic  glaucoma  for  incipient  cataract.  Here  the  in- 
creased tension,  dilated  immobile  pupil,  and  contracted  field  would  soon  settle  the 
diagnosis  without  even  the  aid  of  the  ophthalmoscope,  were  these  signs  only  looked 
for.— Aw  York  Medical  Record,  January  11,  1890. 

The  Relation  Between  Pebipheral  Irritation  and  Nervous  Phenom- 
ena, WITH  Special  Keference  to  Eye  Strain. — In  an  able  article  on  this  sub- 
ject read  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Dr.  M.  Allen  Starr,  after  glancing  at 
past  investigations  in  tliis  direction,  states  that  it  is  not  his  object  to  throw  ridicule 
on  them,  but  to  emphasize  the  fact  which  cannot  be  denied,  that,  though  all  forms 
of  peripheral  irritation  may  produce  nervous  symptoms,  no  one  form  has  such  a 
special  importance  as  to  warrant  the  extravagant  statements  made  by  its  earliestsup- 
porters.  The  proposition  has  been  advanced  within  the  past  few  years  that  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  ocular  muscles  was  a  frequent  cause  of  functional  nervous  diseases, 
such  as  epilepsy  and  chorea.  The  dot  tor  has  been  during  the  past  three  years 
constantly  te.sling  the  ocular  muscles  as  to  their  power,  and  he  had  observed  under 
the  same  tests,  in  the  same  individuals  at  different  times,  considerable  variation. 
He  also  found  a  relation  between  the  patient's  general  condition  and  the  power  of 
these  muscles.  In  neura^^thenia  and  other  functional  diseases,  the  ocular  muscles 
would,  at  one  time,  show  a  relative  weakness,  and  at  another  time  the  test  would  be 
negative ;  but,  as  these  patients  recovered  under  treatment  their  general  strength 
and  tone,  a  proper  strength  and  balance  of  these  muscles  returned.  In  epilepsy, 
there  was  often  very  evident  variation  in  the  equilibrium  of  the  ocular  muscles 
to  the  tests,  liefore  and  after  an  attack.  His  conclusions,  drawn  from  spontane- 
ous testimony  of  patients,  are  that  slight  ocular  insufficiencies  do  not  proauce  dis- 
comfort, and  that  variations  in  the  muscular  power  are  natural,  and  that  nature 
warns  us  of  over-exertion  in  any  directicn  by  means  of  conscious  fatigue;  hence 
insufficiency  of  an  ocular  muscle,  incapable  of  causing  discomfort,  is  really  a 
matter  of  little  im|X)rtance.  Out  of  three  thousand  cases  of  nervous  diseases, 
the  writer  can  cite  only  one  case  of  true  nervous  manifestation  undoubtedly 
caused  by  eye-strain  and,  in  his  opinion,  such  cases  are  rare.  The  conclusi<m, 
which  the  writer  believes  inevitable,  is  that,  while  eye-strain  or  other  periphe- 
ral irritation  might  be  a  source  of  nervous  manifestation,  it  is  a  rare  cause  of 
nervous  disease.  He  would  class  eye-strain  with  other  kinds  of  peripheral  irri- 
tation, neither  more  nor  less  frequent  and  important.  He  does  not  believe  that 
true  epilepsy  or  chorea  could  be  pro<luced  by  eye-strain,  or  cured  by  its  relief, 
and  thinks  that  the  general  indiscriuiinate  recommendation  of  treatment  directed 
to  the  relief  of  suppased  eye-strain  in  these  diseases  will  soon  come  to  be  recog- 
nized as  malpractice.— Atfto  York  MedimL  Record,  J nuu^iTy  11,1889. 

Chronic  Nasal  Catarrh. — In  a  paper  before  the  New  York  County  Medical 
Society,  Dr.  O.  B.  Douglass,  after  considering  the  question,  "  Is  the  Cure  of  Chronic 
Nasal  Catarrh  as  Difficult  as  Has  Been  Supposed,"  arrives  at  the  following  conclu- 
sions :  1.  The  nose  is  not  an  unimportant  organ,  as  some  would  suppose,  but,  physi- 
ologically and  pathologically,  is  of  first  importance.  2.  Its  position  and  function 
expose  it  to  disease  and  injury,  and  its  diseases  yield  to  appropriate  treatment  as 
certainly  as  those  of  any  other  complicated  organ.    3.  So-called  catarrh  is  not  a 
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disease  pn-at,  but  a  symptom  or  result  of  other  lesions.  4.  Chronic  nasal  catarrh 
is  usually  due  to  nasal  obstruction.  5.  Removal  of  the  cause  is  always  the  first  step 
toward  cure,  and  this  frequently  requires  surgical  interference.  6.  The  nose  and 
its  diseases  are  deserving  of  more  attention  from  the  general  pn)fession,  because  the 
con»equen«!es  of  neglect  are  far-reaching  and  serionK.  7.  Chronic  nasal  catarrh  is 
not  as  difficult  to  cure  as  formerly  Hupposed.  In  the  discussion  of  the  paper  Dr. 
Kitchen,  while  agreeing  with  the  writer  that  nasal  catarrh  was  not  so  difficult  to 
cMire  as  was  generally  supposed,  was  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  profession  in 
general,  and  the  specialists,  had  not  much  to  be  proud  of  in  this  direction.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  a  certain  number  of  cases  could  be  cured  by  operative  procedures. 
Therapeutic  treatment  is  not  satisfactory,  because  of  the  fact  that  we  cannot  thereby 
remove  the  causes.  If  the  causes  are  but  considered,  we  must  admit  that  a  cure  is 
often  out  of  the  question,  simply  because  these  causes  cannot,  under  present  sur- 
roundings, be  removed.  Chronic  nasal  catarrh  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  form  of  mal- 
nutrition, as  were  many  other  diseases.  We  were  living  most  unhygienic  lives,  and 
it  was  practically  impossible  to  alter  that  mode  of  life  in  the  majority  of  cases.  A 
change  to  a  correct  Uiode  of  living,  and  to  a  suitable  climate,  would  cure  most  cases 
not  due  to  hereditary  malformation,  traumatism,  etc.  But  how  few  people  could  so 
change  their  lives !  When  they  continued  in  their  former  course  the  specialist 
might  afford  some  alleviation  of  the  symptoms,  but  he  could  not  cure  the  disease. 
Dr.  Beverly  Robinson  thought  too  much  stress  had  been  laid  upon  nasal  stenosis 
and  the  necessity  for  surgical  interference.  Asking  the  gentleman  present  to  press 
first  u|K>n  one  side  of  the  nose  and  then  upon  the  other,  breathing  through  each 
nostril  alternately, — those  who  could  breathe  through  either  side  equally  well  were 
requested  to  raise  their  hands.  Very  few  hands  went  up;  but  nearly  all  rained 
their  hands  when  asked  if  they  could  breathe  through  one  nostril  better  than 
through  the  other.  It  followed  that  a  certain  amount  of  obstruction  or  deformity 
was  not  incompatible  with  health.  Dr.  W.  F.  Holcombe  doubted  whether  there 
was  a  specialist  in  diseases  of  the  nose  present  who  would  undergo  the  operations 
upon  the  nose  to  which  he  subjected  his  patients.  He  believed  that  all  patients 
called  incurable  woiild  get  better  in  a  higher,  dryer  climate.  Dr.  Messenger  said 
that  he.  with  others,  certainly  often  relieved  their  patients  for  a  time,  but  he  did 
not  believe  at  all  that  they  had  efl'ected  cures.  He  thought  that  treating  the  gen- 
eral system  gave  most  hope  when  it  could  be  carried  out.  In  the  way  of  local 
treatment  nothing  was  better  in  hff  hands  than  a  solution  of  salt  or  soda  snufied 
up  the  nose. — New  York  Medical  Recoid^  January  4,  1890. 

The  Subjective  Diagnosis  of  Errors  of  REFRACTiON.—Dr.  F.  J.  B.  Cordeiro, 
in  the  Sew  York  Medical  Jounui/I,  January  4,  1890,  otfers  the  following  mo<lification 
of  8hreiner*8  experiment  as  a  simple  test  of  the  presence  of  refractive  errors.  The 
patient  looks  at  a  twenty-feet  distant  candle-flame  through  a  small  perforation  in  a 
diaphragm ;  iu  acconlance  with  the  fact  that  images  falling  on  the  left  of  the  retina 
are  referred  to  the  right,  and,  vice  versa^  on  moving  the  perforated  dink  from  left  to 
right,  the  image  <m  the  hypermetropic  retina  will  likewise  move  from  lefi  to  right, 
and  the  object  will  appear  to  the  patient  to  move  from  right  to  leA,  i.e.j  in  a  direc- 
tion opposite  to  that  in  which  the  disk  is  moved.  By  similar  reasoning  it  is  easily 
seen  that  in  the  mvopic  eye  the  object  will  appear  to  move  in  the  same  direction  as 
the  diaphragm.  In  the  metropic  eye  there  will  be  no  apparent  motion.  Each  me- 
ridian of  the  eye  can  be  explored  by  moving  the  disk  backward  and  forward  in  that 
meridian,  and  thus  the  presence  of  an  astigmatism  be  determined. 

The  Use  of  Papain  in  Ear  Diseases.— Dr.  McKenzie  Johnson  says  that  pain 
in  the  ear  during  the  course  of  a  chronic  suppuration  of  the  middle  ear  is  an  almost 
certain  indication  that  the  secretion  is  not  getting  away  freely,  and  that  this  may  be 
due  to  the  smallness  of  the  perforation,  the  viscidity  of  the  pus,  or  to  obstruction 
by  growths  or  by  hardened  masses  of  dry  pus,  debris,  or  chlolesterin.  For  the 
purt)ose  of  facilitating  the  cleansing  of  the  ear  and  dissolving  the  hardened  masses 
of  cl^bris,  when  syringing  is  inefficient,  he  suggests  the  employment  of  papain. 
Fifteen  minims  of  a  5  per  cent,  solution  of  the  drug  are  dropped  into  the  ear, 
care  being  taken  that  it  reaches  the  bottom  of  the  meatus.  Minaful  that  bacteria 
develop  rapidly  in  fluids  acted  upon  by  this  drug,  it  should  only  be  allowed  to  re- 
main for  an  hour,  after  which  the  ear  is  syringed  out  with  boric-acid  solution. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  also  used  papain  in  cases  where  a  firm  plug  of  wax  that  could 
not  be  removed  by  ordinary  means  was  found  in  the  auditory  canal. — Edinbiargh 
Medical  Jcwmal^  January,  1890. 
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GENERAL  SURGERY. 

CONDUCTED  BY 
W.  B.  VAN  LENNEP,  M.D..  A88IBTED  by  CARL  V.  VIBCHER.  M.D. 


SxTROERT  OF  THE  KiDKEYS.— J.  K.  Tbomton,  in  the  Harveian  Lectures,  gives 
a  review  of  the  renal  dicieases  amenable  to  surgical  treatment,  and  the  operative 
procedures  for  their  cure  or  relief. 

Floating  kidney  is  usuullj  congenital  and  associated  with  a  lack  of  perirenal  adi- 
pose. The  organ  has  a  mesonephron,  and  may  be  out  of  reach  of  a  lumbar  incision. 
It  is  very  sensitive,  and  may  become  twisted,  producing  unemin  or  hydronephrosis. 
The  condition  is  best  treated  by  a  crescentic  pad.  Nephrectomy  is  not  justifiable, 
but  nephrorraphy  is  indicated  in  troublesome  cases.  This  can  usually  be  performed 
through  the  loin,  the  organ,  with  its  surrounding  fat.  being  fixed  to  the  bottom  of 
the  wound  by  sutures.  The  areolar  tissue  should  be  irritated,  and  the  opening 
freely  drained  to  produce  adhesive  inflammation. 

//^(jroncp^rosis  is  a  distension  due  most  frequently  to  retention  from  obstruction 
in  the  ureters.  The  most  important  symptom  is  a  fluctuating  swelling,  which  mav 
occasionally  disappear  with  increased  flow  of  urine.  It  is  often  hard  to  distinguish 
this  condition  from  cyst**,  retroperitoneal,  omental  or  mesenteric,  and  pyonephrosis. 
Aspiration  may  decide  the  question,  and  is  aUo  a  method  of  treatment  If  the 
fluid  re-accumulates  after  several  tappings,  nephrectomy  is  preferable  to  nephrotomy 
and  drainage. 

Pyonephrosis  is  a  similar  distension  with  pus  or  purulent  urine,  and  is  best  treated 
by  incision  and  drainage. 

Bencd  a6sces8,  a  collection  of  pus  in  the  substance  of  the  kidney,  presents  the 
symptoms  of  suppuration,  renal  pain  and,  perhaps,  tumor.  Aspiration  may  be  re- 
quired to  decide.    The  treatment  is  incision  and  drainage. 

Perinephric  abscess  may  follow  kidney  suppurations  on  careless  aspiration  (or 
disease  of  the  adrenals,  Ed.).  The  treatment  is  obvious.  CaleultLs  is  the  common- 
est cause  of  the  above-mentioned  diseases,  or  may  at  times  result  from  them.  It 
occurs  most  commonly  in  the  young  and  old.  The  symptoms  are  lumbar  pain, 
shooting  down  to  the  testes  or  ovaries  and  the  lower  extremities,  aggravated  by 
jolting;  hsematuria;  crvstals  or  bits  of  calculus  in  the  urine;  pyuria;  irritabilitv 
of  the  vesical  neck ;  reflex  digestive  symptom9k%and  at  times  intestinal  colic,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  pain  may  be  referred  to  the  unaflected  kidney, 
that  such  symptoms  may  present  without  stone,  or  that  the  latter  may  be  lodged 
low  down  in  the  ureter.  Calculous  suppression  of  urine  may  be  caused  by  obstruc- 
tion on  one  side  only,  and  quick  relief  be  imperative  without  positive  proof  which 
kidney  is  afl^ected.  The  search  for  a  calculus  with  the  needle  is  to  be  deprecated  as 
dangerous  and  uncertain.  For  these  reasons  the  author  advocates  his  combined 
method.  The  abdomen  is  opened  by  I^ngenbuch's  incision  on  the  suspected  side, 
and  both  kidneys  and  the  ureters  are  palpated.  If  a  stone  is  felt,  it  is  extracted 
through  a  small  lumbar  incision,  the  kidney  being  fixed  by  the  hand  in  the  abdo- 
men. After  extraction,  the  wound  is  flushed,  a  drain  passed  down  to,  but  not  into, 
the  kidney,  and  •absorbent  dressings  applied.  If  the  stone  be  low  down  in  the 
ureter,  it  is  reached  by  an  epicystotomy.  The  advantages  of  the  combined  method 
are  that  the  presence  of  two  kidneys  is  settled  ;  stone  in  either  organ  is  not  over- 
looked (in  fourteen  operations  the  author  failed  but  once  to  find  stone,  and  in  this 
case  there  was  subsequently  reason  to  suppose  that  none  was  present ;  on  the  other 
hand,  Greig  Smith  gives  twenty-five  unsuccessful  lumbar  explorations).  Further, 
the  wrong  kidney  is  not  unnecessarily  wounded;  the  organ  itself  is  sure  to  be  found, 
one  of  the  mishaps  of  the  lumbar  incision  being  failure  to  find  the  kidney  at  all ; 
in  fat  subjects,  lumbar  nephrotomy  may  be  impracticable ;  the  colon  and^  perito- 
neum are  protected  from  unperceived  injury,  by  the  hand  in  the  abdomen ;  the 
kidney  ana  stone  are  fixed  and  but  a  very  small  lumbar  incision  is  necessitated, 
which  is  easily  drained,  heals  rapidly  and  is  not  apt  to  be  followed  by  hernia. 
The  key  to  the  objections  is  the  laparotomy,  but,  relying  on  his  well-known  expe- 
rience in  abdominal  surgery,  the  author  considers  this  almost  nt^  in  careful  and  ex- 
perienced hands. 

Scrofulous  kidney  is  one  in  which  a  primary  focus  or  caseous  mass  in  or  near  the 
papillee  breaks  down  and  forms  an  ulcer;  or  a  number  may  unite  and  form  a  cavity. 
The  symptoms  are  often  obscure :  backache,  heematuria  and  albuminuria ;  then  a 
putrid,  alkaline  urine;  later,  swelling,  pyuria,  suppression,  uraemia  and  death. 
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Tnbercle  Imcilli  will  settle  the  diagnosifl.  To  diBtinguish  this  from  ciilculns  are :  the 
eveoiDg  temperature  rise,  hsemorrhage  when  at  rest,  more  continuous  discharge  of 
puB,  frequent  urination,  which  is  very  painful  when  the  bladder  is  affected.  As 
regards  operations  the  strictest  asepsis  should  be  sought  for,  and  even  the  spray  is 
advocated. 

JSmeture  shonld  always  be  made  with  the  aspirator,  never  with  the  grooved 
needle.  It  may  be  of  use  to  distinguish  between  solid,  semi-fluid  or  fluid  enlarge- 
ments; to  relieve  distension  when,  for  any  reason,  nephrotomy  is  inadmissible ;  to 
reduce  bulk  during  a  nephrectomy  ;  to  attempt  a  cure  in  some  cases  of  cystic  dis- 
ease ;  to  discover  pus,  in  which  case  it  is  to  be  followed  immediately  by  incision ; 
to  gain  time  in  dangerous  cases  of  calculous  suppression  of  urine. 

Lumbar  incision  is  indicated  in  calculous  suppression,  if  experience  prove  it  su- 

Eerior  to  the  ''combined  operation,*''  for  the  cure  of  cysts,  abscesses  and  hydatids, 
ydronephrosis  being  still  in  doubt ;  for  the  cure,  with  drainage,  of  traumatic  pyo- 
nephrosis or  pyelitis,  or  early  tubercular  suppuration  ;  for  the  possible  cure  of  ad- 
vanced calculous  or  tubercular  suppui-ations  when  nephrectomy  is  refused ;  for 
nephrolithotomy,  if  proved  superior  to  the  "  combined  method,"  or  if  the  operation 
is  to  be  performed  by  those  inexperienced  in  abdominal  surgery. 

Of  tumors,  the  most  important  are  the  sarcomata.  In  children  they  are  more 
common  and  very  malignant ;  in  adults  they  are  much  less  so,  appearing  in  the 
capsule,  invading  the  adjacent  structures  slowly,  and  recurring  very  late.  The  lat- 
ter may  be  removed;  the  former  should  be  left  alone.  Other  forms  are  compara- 
tively rare.  Tumors  are  to  be  treated  by  nephrectomy  and,  especially  on  account 
of  the  small  working  space,  the  abdominal  method  is  to  be  preferred.  It  is  per- 
formed as  follows :  A  lateral  incision  is  made  outside  of  the  rectus,  some  four  inches 
in  length,  and  beginning  near  the  costal  margin.  The  condition  of  the  other  kid- 
ney is  first  examined,  and  then  the  intestines  shut  ofl'from  the  field  of  operation  by 
flat  sponges.  The  outer  layer  of  the  meso-colon  is  incised,  the  opening  enlarged 
with  the  fingers  and  the  organ  examined.  The  vessels  in  the  roeso-colon,  which  lie 
in  the  inner  layer  mostly,  are  thus  avoided.  In  the  absence  of  extensive  adhesions 
the  vessels  are  tied  before  enucleation  ;  otherwise,  they  are  transfixed,  or  cut  across 
and  tied.  The  ureter  is  freed  and  its  open  end  brought  out  at  the  lower  angle  of  the 
wound.  The  sac  is  not  to  be  closed,  and  drainage  can  be  dispensed  with  if  there  is 
no  oozing.  In  case  a  lumbar  wound  has  been  made,  this  opening  should  be  drained — 
The  Lancet,  November  30,  December  7  and  21,  1889. 

Perineal  Drainage  for  Some  Forms  op  Chronic  SuppurJItive  Kidxey 
Disease.— In  the  London  Lancet  (December  7,  1889)  Reginald  Harrison  insists  on 
the  importance  of  carrying  out  the  well-recognized  surgical  principle  of  free  and 
dependent  drainage  in  the  treatment  of  suppuration  in  the  urinary  tract.  In  cases 
of  stricture  the  backward  pressure  of  the  urine  leads  not  only  to  dilatation  of  the 
ureters  and  kidneys,  but  oftentimes  to  extensive  suppuration.  In  most  cases  re- 
moval of  the  obstruction  is  sufficient  to  bring  about  improvement,  or,  at  least,  pre- 
vent further  disorganization  of  the  kidney  substance.  On  the  other  hand  there  are 
some  in  which  the  process  is  so  far  advanced  that  the  suppuration  continues  in  spite 
of  such  treatment.  If  the  disease  afl^ect  but  one  kidney,  lumbar  nephrotomy  may  be 
resorted  to,  but  as  it  is  usually  double,  such  a  measure  is  out  of  the  question.  The 
continued  suppuration  is  due  to  insufficient  drainage,  and  to  give  a  continuous  and 
dependent  outlet  the  author  proposes  perineal  puncture  and  the  more  or  less  con 
tinuous  use  of  a  tube.  This  prolongs  life  and  adds  to  the  comfort  of  the  patient  in 
any  case,  and  is  often  curative.  When  the  urine  has  cleared  up  and  suppuration 
has  ceased  the  fistula  heals  of  itself,  hot  otherwise  it  not  only  persists  but  resists  all 
attempts  at.clo6ure  He  cites  a  case  of  suppurative  double  pyelitis  which  he  mate- 
rially benefited  by  dilating  the  strictures.  The  relief  was  but  temporary,  and  was 
not  complete  until  the  bladder  was  drained  through  the  perinspum,  the  patient  keep- 
ing his  bed  for  six  weeks.  For  six  months  the  urine  was  drawn  and  the  bladder 
washed  through  the  perineal  opening,  which  was  then  allowed  to  heal.  The  tube 
osed  is  of  soft  rubber  and  held  in  place  by  a  T-bandage,  or  of  ebonite  with  movable 
collar,  as  recommended  by  Watson,  of  Boston.  With  such  tubes  the  patient  can  go 
about  The  following  points  are  thought  worthy  of  consideration:  (1.)  In  most 
cases  of  suppurating  pyelitis  caused  by  obstruction  from  below,  the  pus  will  disap- 
pear when  the  obstruction  is  removed,  as  in  stricture.  (2  )  Cases  in  which  suppu- 
ration persists  after  such  treatment  are  best  treated  by  a  ]>erineal  opening  which 
gives  free  and  dependent  drainage.  (3.)  Perineal  puncture  best  meets  these  re- 
qairements  and  is  free  from  danger. 
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Treatment  of  Urinary  FisruLiE  of  the  Perineum  and  Scrotum.— Eber- 
mann  gives  an  interesting  rhsumi  of  the  above^and  concludes  tliat  the  first  and  prin- 
cipal indication  is  to  remove  the  stricture,  which  is  most  frequently  the  cause  of  the 
trouble.  If  this  proves  aasuccessful,  lie  recommends  that  free  incisions  be  made 
into  the  callous  tissues,  converting  them  into  healthy  wounds,  which,  as  a  rule,  heal 
without  any  difficulty.  In  extreme  cases  he  favors  epicystotoroy,  which  gives  thor- 
ough drainai^e ;  simple  cauterization  of  the  fistulous  canals  will  then  be  sufficient  to 
cause  rapid  healing:.  He  strongly  disapproves  of  the  catheter  d  demeure,  as  it  gives 
rise  to  constant  irritation  of  the  urethra,  and  does  not  prevent  the  urine  from  escap- 
ing through  the  fistulee. — Internaiiorudcs  CeiUralblatt  Jiir  Ham  u.  Sanud  Organe^  1 
Band,  4  Heft,  18S9. 

Venereal  ToxiBMiA  — Under  theabove  title,  Lang  reports  thecase  of  a  man,  aged 
twenty-fcAir  years,  who  was  unable  to  retract  his  prepuce  completely,  from  beneath 
which  there  issued  a  thick  purulent  discharge.  The  left  ankle  was  extended,  painful, 
and  swollen.  The  swelling  was  chiefly  in  the  tissues  around  the  joint,  and  on  the 
dorsum  of  the  foot  there  was  much  oedema.  Temperature,  103.4*^  F.  On  the  day 
following  his  coming  under  treatment  the  right  knee-joint  was  greatly  swollen  and 
distended  with  synovial  effusion.  On  retracting  the  prepuce  there  were  seen  two 
phagedenic  ulcers  behind  the  corona  glandis,  eating  somewhat  deeply  into  the  glands, 
but  no  discharge  from  the  urethra  or  pain  on  micturition.  The  case  ran  a  course 
which  may  be  shortly  described  as  similar  to  what  is  called  gonorrhoeal  rheumatism. 
The  urethra  was  at  no  time  affected,  nor  was  there  any  history  of  a  former 
gonorrhcea.  This  case  is  reported  in  order  to  show  that  a  pyiemic  or  toxsemic  con- 
dition resembling  acute  or  subacute  rheumatic  arthritis  may  result  from  the  absorp- 
tion of  morbid  products  in  venereal  cases,  although  the  parts  affected  may  be 
entirely  outside  of  the  urethra. — British  Medical  Jowncd^  December  14,  1889. 

GoNORRHCEAi.  ARTHRITIS. — In  the  A  finales  des  Molad.  dea  Org.  GenHo'Urin.^  for 
August,  1889,  is  the  account  of  a  series  of  experiments  conducted  by  Guyon  and 
Janet,  to  demonstrate  the  presence  or  absence  of  gonococci  in  gonorrhoeal  arthritis. 
They  could  find  none  by  the  microscope,  and  inoculations  were  without  result. 
They  divide  gonorrhoea!  rheumatism   into  two  varieties-'(l)  a  serous  and   (2)  a 

{)urulent   arthritis.     In  the  former  no  micro-organisms  could  be  found ;  in  the 
atter,  which  is  very  rare,  only  the  ordinary  cocci  of  pus. 

Acute  Arthritis  of  Infants. — From  a  study  of  the  acute  arthritis  of  infants, 
Dr.  W.  R.  Townsend  draws  the  following  conclusions:  1.  Acute  arthritis  of  infants 
occurs  njost  frequently  during  the  first  year  of  life.  2.  It  is  pysemic  in  character,  an 
osteomyelitis  of  infant  life,  and  is  caused  by  one  of  the  forms  of  staphylococci,  most 
frequently  the  staphylococcus  albus  or  aureus;  it  may  follow  traumatisms  or,  the 
exanthemata.  3.  The  most  frequent  site  of  the  infection  is  the  epiphysis  near  the 
joint^  which  in  early  life  is  frequently  intracapsular.  4.  The  dise&se  progresses 
rapidly,  and  nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the  ca.ses  have  terminated  fatally,  the  most 
frequent  cause  of  death  being  exhaustion.  5.  A  more  or  less  complete  destruction 
of  the  "joint-end''  of  the  bone,  pathological  dislocations,  frail-like  joints  and  loss  of 
length  of  limb,  rarely  anchylosis,  are  the  most  common  results  of  the  disease.  6. 
The  disease  is  most  frequently  met  with  in  the  hips,  the  knees  and  the  shoulders. 
7.  As  soon  as  the  disease  is  recognized,  the  pus  should  be  evacuated  promptly,  the 
joint  properly  drained,  and  the  parts  dressed  antiseptically.  8.  The  treatment  of 
resulting  deformities  should  be  conducted  on  general  orthopaedic  principles. — 
American  Journal  of  the  Med.  Sciences,  January,  1890. 

Diphtheritic  Ulcerations  on  the  Perinjeum. — W.  Hill  (London)  reports 
three  cases  which  he  observed  in  the  same  family,  and  which  he  attributes  to  the 
use  of  a  water-closet  that  communicated  with  poor  waste-pipes.  The  first  patient 
was  a  ten-year-old  boy.  who  first  developed  diphtheritic  plaques  on  the  perineeum, 
and  later  diphtheria  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx,  death  ensuing.  His  father  had  an 
old  eczema  of  the  coccygeal  region,  at  the  site  of  which  a  painful,  gangrenous  ulcer, 
lasting  several  weeks,  appeared.  Considerable  lymphatic  swelling  was  produced, 
and  two  glands  suppurated.  Six  weeks  later  diphtheritic  paralysis  supervened. 
The  third  case  was  the  eight  year-old  sister  of  the  first  patient.  Diphtheria  of  the 
vulva  was  first  noticed,  and  then  the  tonsils  and  bronchial  tube  became  affected. 
Two  days  t)efore  her  death  the  disease  was  seen  to  have  invaded  the  vagina,  and 
had  produced  a  vagino-rectal  perforation. — Monatsh.Jur  prakt  Dermatol.t  Bd.  9,  No. 
7,  1889. 
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Treatment  of  Chloroform  Asphyxia. — A  boy  aged  fifteen  years  was  an«8- 
thetized  with  cbloruform  preparatory  to  undergoing  an  operation  for  the  extirpa- 
tion of  some  Kcrofulous  glands  on  the  left  side  of  his  neck.  As  Niedermeyer  was 
loosening  the  tamors,  the  assistant  discovered  that  there  was  no  pulse,  and  a  small 
branch  of  the  carotid  artery  that  had  been  divided  ceased  to  spurt.  Efforts  to 
resuscitate  the  boy  were  at  once  begun.  Stroking  of  the  abdomen  failed.  Severe 
whipping  of  the  soles  of  the  feet  was  then  tried.  After  the  third  vigorous  stroke, 
the  patient  screamed,  pulse  and  respirations  returned,  and  the  hippocratic  face  dis- 
appeared; for  five  minutes  more  it  was  found  necessary  to  continue  the  whipping 
nntil  the  operation  was  finished.  Neither  pain  or  redness  followed  this  vigorous 
treatment.  M.  N.  Levo,  in  this  essay  on  flafi:ellation,  recommends  the  above 
measure  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  certain  alkaloids. —  Wien,  Med.  Presse^  45, 1889. 

Kebtoration  of  Bebpiration.— Asphyxia  or  apncea  during  ether  or  chloro- 
form narcosis  should  be  treated  as  follows:  (1.)  The  clothing  should  be  loosened 
(this  should  always  be  done  before  the  administration  of  anaesthetics. — £d.),  the 
mouth  carefully  cleansed  of  mucus  or  any  foreign  substance.  (2.)  The  neck  should 
be  extended,  but  not  bent  backward.  (3.)  The  angle  of  the  jaw  should  be  pushed 
forward  and  upward  to  poll  the  root  of  the  tongue  away  from  the  pharynx.  (4.) 
Once  the  respiratory  passage  is  knovon  to  be  clear,  Sylvester's  method  of  artificial 
respiration  should  be  practiced.  The  legs  should  be  simultaneously  elevated  by 
flexing  the  thighs  to  a  right  angle  with  the  pelvis,  or  raising  the  latter  as  well.  (5.) 
Stimulation  may  then  be  necessary,  and  for  this  purpose  the  time-honored  whiskey 
is  not  advisable,  and  ether  dangerous.  The  best  means  is  by  the  intra-venous  injec- 
tion of  equal  parts  of  «qua  ammonia  and  pure  water.  (6.)  If  this  fails,  Faradism 
may  be  of  use  but  not  applied,  as  is  usually  recommended,  to  the  phrenic  or  pneu- 
mogastric  nerve.    The  object  is  not  to  bring  about  rhythmical  respiration,  but  to 

Srcrauce  painful  impressions  on  the  nerves  of  common  sensation  and  thereby  excite 
eep  reflex  or  sobbing  respiration.  Local  stimulation  and  heat  are  also  produced. 
This  is  accomplished  by  applying  one  pole  to  any  part  where  the  nerves  of  com- 
mon sensation  are  plenty,  and  the  other  with  the  wire  brush  to  a  neighboring  point. 
In  this  way  the  respiratory  centres,  benumbed  by  anaesthetics  or  narcotics,  are 
quickly  tkToused.— Medical  and  Surgical  ReporteTy  January  11,  1890. 

Local  Anjbsthbtic  Action  of  Strophanthine.— G ley,  of  Paris,  reported  to 
the  SoeiiU  de  Biologie  that  when  one  drops  into  the  eye  of  a  rabbit  a  few  drops  of  a 
1  per  cent,  solution  of  strophanthine,  a  perfect  anaesthesia  of  the  cornea  with 
myosis  takes  place.  This  anaesthesia  lasts  for  more  than  three  hours.  The  dose  is 
so  small  that  no  other  physiological  effects  are  observed  from  the  drug. —  WUn.  Med. 
Presscy  51,  1889. 

Electricity  in  the  Treatmeutt  of  Intestinal  Occlusion. — Herard  reports 
twenty-four  cases  of  intestinal  occlusion  treated  by  electricity.  The  method  con- 
sists in  first  administering  a  salt  solution  per  rectum  and  then  passing  a  current 
of  electricity.  Faradism  or  gal  vano- Farad  ism  is  indicated  in  cases  of  sudden  devel- 
opment, galvanism  in  cases  of  slower  onset.  Herard  concludes  from  his  experience 
that  electrical  treatment  in  such  cases  should  always  be  tried  before  resorting  to 
laparotomy.— Jbttma/  of  the  American  Medical  Asaociatiofi^  January  11, 1890. 

Trephining  for  General  Paralysis  op  the  Insane.— Paralytic  dementia 
has  long  been  known  as  a  hopeless  and  invariably  fatal  disease.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  any  measure  which  offered  even  a  remote  possibility  of  altering  the 
morbid  process  for  the  better  was  justifiable.  Actuated  by  such  considerations,  Dr. 
T.  Claye  Shaw  had  the  operation  of  trephining  performed  in  a  case  presenting  early 
Bvmptoms  of  general  paralysis.  The  history  of  the  case  shows  that  the  patient  had 
delusions  expansive  in  nature,  and  he  was  evidently  in  an  elevated  and  happy  frame 
of  mind,  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  gravity  of  his  condition.  The  speech 
was  affected,  the  tendon  reflexes  exaggerated,  the  gait  unsteady,  and  the  urine  re- 
tained. From  time  to  time  he  had  convulsive  attacks,  and  short  periods  of  loss  of 
sensation,  chiefly  in  the  left  extremities,  and  his  powers  of  deglutition  and  talking 
became  more  and  more  impaired,  and  he  seemed  to  be  rapidly  becoming  demented. 
On  July  28th,  he  was  trephined  over  the  right  central  gyri,  about  two  inches  from  the 
median  line.  The  dura  was  partly  cut  away  to  allow  the  escape  of  considerable 
fluid.  Healing  was  complete  on  the  tenth  day.  The  result  of  the  operation  has 
been  improvement  in  every  respect ;  he  swallows  more  readily,  and  his  utterance 
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w  more  distinct.  He  has  had  no  further  epileptoid  attacka,  and  is  free  from  head- 
ache. But  it  is  his  mental  condition  that  has  shown  the  most  marked  improvement 
—N,  Y.  Medical  Journal,  January  18, 1890. 

Curative  Effects  of  Erysipelas  on  Tumors. — Bums  has  collected  twenty- 
two  cases  of  tumors  which  were  the  seat  of  idiopathic  erysipelas.  Three  cases  of 
sarcoma  were  permanently  cured.  In  four  cases  of  lymphona  of  the  neck,  some  of 
the  glands  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  others  became  smaller.  In  five  cases  ery- 
sipelas was  artificially  produced.  Three  of  these  cases  were  of  carcinoma  of  the 
breast.  In  one  of  them  the  disease  was  not  checked  ;  in  another  the  tumor  was  • 
diminished  to  one-half  its  former  size,  and  the  third  was  practically  cured,  a  small 
induration  in  the  scar,  the  size  of  a  pea,  remaining.  A  multiple  fibroid  sarcoma  was 
diminished  in  size,  and  an  orbital  sarcoma  was  unchanged. — Cincinnati  Medical 
Journal^  December,  1889. 

Gangrene  of  the  Cheek  Following  Typhoid  Fever.— Dr.  Jos.  P.  Tunis 
reports  the  case  of  a  boy  eight  years  of  age,  who,  in  the  third  week  of  an  attack  of 
typhoid  fever,  developed  a  small  livid  lump  on  the  right  cheek  opposite  the  first 
lower  molar.  Pressed  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  it  was  firm  and  hard,  and 
gave  the  patient  much  pain.  The  lump  enlarged  rapidly.  Under  the  appli- 
cation of  a  warm  flaxseed  poultice,  a  gangrenous  slough  formed.  On  admission  to 
the  hospital,  this  black  slough  was  still  in  position,  partially  separated  from  the 
healthy  tissues  by  a  ring  of  granulations.  The  slough  included  all  the  tissues  from 
the  epidermis  to  the  mucous  membrane,  measuring  in  its  longest  diameter  two  an 
a  quarter  inches.  The  partially  separated  slough  was  removed  with  scissors.  The 
periosteum  was  then  found  to  be  afifected,  and  the  bone  beloi^  discolored.  The  mu- 
cous membrane  had  receded  from  the  blackened  bone,  leaving  five  teeth  loose  in 
their  alveoli.  These  subsequently  fell  out.  The  case  made  an  excellent  recovery, 
under  strict  antiseptic  treatment  and  nutritious  diet.  Ashhurst,  in  commenting 
on  this  case,  expressed  as  his  opinion  that  the  gangrene  was  due  to  localized 
arterial  obstruction,  thrombotic  or  embolic,  and  not  to  noma. —  University  Medical 
Journal^  January,  1890. 

To  Abort  a  Boil. — A  writer  in  the  Wien.  Med,  Woehenschr.  states  that  a  boil 
may  be  aborted  by  simply  scraping  the  skin  over  the  threatened  seat  of  invasion 
with  a  scalpel  until  a  drop  or  two  of  blood  exudes  on  pressure. — (hUegeand  Clinieal 
iJeoord,  October,  1889. 

Some  Practical  Points  in  the  Treatment  of  Syphilis.— In  an  exhaustive 
article  by  Dr.  B.  W.  Taylor  on  the  above  subject,  he  discusses  the  various  methods 
of  treatment,  both  past  and  present,  and  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  treat- 
ment first  introduced  by  Fournier,  and  now  practiced  by  the  majority  of  syphilog- 
raphers,  is  by  far  the  most  successful.  It  consists  in  allowing  the  patient  to  pass 
through  the  primary  stage  without  interference,  save  cleanliness  of  the  initial 
lesion,  and,  as  soon  as  the  secondary  manifestations  appear,  to  begin  a  regular 
course  of  mercury.  This  may  be  introduced  into  the  system  in  various  ways,  viz., 
by  the  mouth,  hypodermically  or  by  inunctions,  according  to  the  severity  of  the 
disease.  In  discussing  the  dififerent  methods  of  treatment,  the  author's  ideas  are 
the  same  as  those  of  most  men  who  have  had  experience  in  treating  this  disease, 
that  excision  of  the  sclerosis,  and  expectant  treatment  as  well,  are  to  be  rele- 
gated to  the  past.  Beginning  the  treatment  in  the  primary  stage  is  also  discour- 
aged. Theoretically  it  may  seem  the  method,  but  practically  it  has  proven  other- 
wise, as  it  leaves  the  existence  of  syphilis  often  times  in  doubt*  delays  and  modi- 
fies the  secondary  symptoms,  and  leaves  no  basis  on  which  to  form  a  prognosis. — 
Medical  News,  December  7, 1889. 

Syphilis  from  Unclean  Instruments.— Prof.  Lancereaux  brought  before  his' 
clinic  a  man  who  exhibited  a  papulo-pustular  eruption  over  the  entire  body.  The 
cervico-occipital  glands  were  enlarged,  and  showed  all  the  signs  of  a  syphilitic 
adenitis.  The  cause  of  the  infection  was  a  catheterism  of  the  Eustachian  tube. 
Another  case  was  that  of  a  lady  who,  a  few  weeks  after  some  operation  on  her  teeth, 
had  an  indurated  ulceration  of  the  gums,  followed  by  a  dififused  eruption  and  indo- 
lent engorgement  of  the  glands,  as  well  as  by  painful  periostitis  over  the  bones  of 
the  skill!  and  forearm.  In  both  cases  anti-syphilitic  treatment  restored  the  patient 
to  health.  Dentists,  barbers  and  hair-dressers  should  also  take  care  to  keep  their 
instruments  aseptic,  as  syphilis  has  been  communicated  by  them,  as  well  as  by 
the  physician  and  surgeon.— Bull,  Med.,  88,  1889. 
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Sabadilla  Cmaractsristics. — 1.  Headache  and  vertigo,  which  improve  when 
the  ejefl  are  fixed  on  some  special  ohject|  or  when  the  patient  reflects  upon  some 
subject.  2.  Gastric  disorders,  worse  early  in  the  morning.  3.  Thirstlefls  for  water, 
but  has  a  longing  for  milk.  4.  Jhe  vertigo  is  quite  characteristic,  in  that  every- 
thing appears  to  turn  around  itself. — AUgem.  Horn,  2jeU.,  vol.  cxix,  Ko.  1. 

Antipyrin  in  Urticaria.— Miss  T.,  aged  twenty-five,  has  for  many  years  been 
subject  to  recurring  attacks  of  hives.  OHentimes,  without  any  appreciable  cause,  a 
most  extensive  crop  of  urticaria  will  involve  the  limbs  and  abdomen.  This 
often  continues  without  abatement  for  several  days.  It  has  rarely  been  favorably 
influenced  by  drug  treatment.  After  suffering  from  an  aggravated  attack,  a  few 
hours  only,  in  desperation  she  took  antipyrin  in  an  experimental  way.  One 
dose  of  five  grains  mitigated  the  discomfort  at  once  and  entirely  dissipated  the 
attack.  The  cure  was,  in  all  probability,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the 
similars,  inasmuch  as  urticaria  has  been  noted  after  the  exhibition  of  this  drug. 
Seine  oiwervers  have  noted  a  thick  crop  of  urticaria  involving  the  skin  that  is 
not  protected  by  the  clothing.  Others  nave  discovered  swelling  of  the  face  and 
body.  A  very  common  condition  produced  by  the  drug  is  "  erythema,  scarlatina- 
like redness,  with  itching  and  urticaria." — Oarrent  CliniCy  November. 

Graphites  in  Chapped  Hands,  Etc.—"  One  drachm  of  graphiiea  to  an  ounce  of 
vaseline  is  an  excellent  application  in  fissures  of  the  skin,  as  chapped  hands,  etc., 
and  many  times  is  homoeopathic  to  the  condition."— Dr.  Arcularius,  CAironian, 
November. 

Pulsatilla  in  Mal-Positions — Dr.  Richard  Hughes,  in  a  recent  discussion, 
published  in  the  British  Monthly  HomoBopathic  Review,  speaking  of  the  possibility  of 
puUatUla  rectifying  mal-positions  of  the  child  in  utero,  said  ;  **  It  was  possible  for 
nature  to  rectify  a  mal-position,  and,  if  so,  it  was  possible  for  us  to  assist  nature 
with  medicines.  PuUatUla  is  useful  in  labor  when  the  pains  are  weak  from  the 
beginning." 

Obstetrical  Remedies. — Dr.  Neatby,  in  a  discussion  appearing  in  the  Decem- 
ber British  Monthly  Homoeopathie  Review,  said  ealcarea  and  silica  were  of  great  value 
in  preventing  premature  births.  Arnica,  seeale,  ignatia  and  ^elsemium  were  very  suc- 
cessful in  relieving  after-pains.  Oocculwt  had  been  useful  in  the  vomiting  of  preg- 
nancy.    OoUinsoniahtA  given  him  satisfaction  in  relieving  constipation. 

Stibittm  Arsenicosuh. — In  the  AUgem,  Horn.  Zeit,  vol.  cxviii.,  No.  21,  Dr.  Mattes 
says:  ''I  have  had  several  opportunities  to  use  this  remedy  in  very  old  pleuritic 
exudations^  and  it  haa  never  disappointed  me  except  in  purulent  exudations  or  in 
previous  punctures,  and  not  always  then.  I  consider  stibium  arsen.  a  specific  for 
serous  or  sero-fibrinous  exudations,  for  the  left  as  well  as  for  the  rightside,  with  this 
difference,  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  the  drug  a  longer  time  for  the  right  than  for 
the  left-sided  affection ;  fourteen  days,  at  least,  for  the  former,  and  often  five  to  eight 
for  the  latter. 
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Remedies  op  Service  in  Obstetric  Practice. — Dr.  Goldsbrough,  in  the  De- 
cember BritiBh  Monthly  Homaopathic  Review,  says  he  has  attended  upwards  of  three 
hiindre<l  labor  cases,  and  he  considered  that  drugs  were  often  of  much  service,  espe- 
cially in  pregnancy.  In  the  vomiting  of  the  latter,  ipecaeuanha,  kreoaotey  and  apo- 
morphine  were  of  great  value.  In  heartburn  and  otner  forms  of  dyspepsia  nux 
vomica  was  of  service.  During  the  fourth  and  fifth  months  a  state  of  spinal  irrita- 
tion and  nervous  exhaustion  was  not  infrequently  met  with,  and  here  sepia  and 
aetea  raeemoBa  act  very  satisfactorily.  CoUinsonia  Ix  was  far  preferable  to  aperients 
in  the  constipation  of  the  latter  months.  During  labor  two  medicines  had  served 
him  well,  viz.,  ignatia  and  puUatiUa;  the  former  in  exhausted  states  of  the  nervous 
system,  and  the  latter  in  uterine  inertia  or  fatigue.  For  this  condition,  where  in 
former  days  it  was  customary  to  give  a  drachm  of  ergot,  he  now  gave  five  drops  of 
the  mother  tincture  of  Pulsatilla.  For  after-pains  he  administered  gelsemium^  two 
or  three  drops  after  each  severe  pain,  and  found  it  of  much  benefit.  If  this  did  not 
relieve,  and  the  pains  were  referred  mostly  to  the  back  and  thighs,  aetea  was  given 
instead.  In  febrile  conditions  following  labor,  if  originating  in  the  uterus,  verat- 
rum  viride  tincture  was  the  first  medicine  he  thought  of;  if  in  the  mammfe,  aeoniU 
or  belladonna^  or  both.  In  inflammatory  conditions,  aconite,  mereuriuti  eonrouvuM, 
colocynthf  bryonia  or  nux  vomica  (in  a  high  dilution)  were  called  for,  according  to 
different  indications.  Injections  of  hot  water  with  antiseptics  were  always  of  ser- 
vice.   He  believed  the  internal  use  of  arsenic  to  be  homoeopathic  to  septic  conditions. 

Something  New  in  the  Vomitino  op  Pregnancy. — Dr.  Blake,  in  a  discus- 
sion on  the  use  of  medicines  in  obstetric  cases,  said  that  tabacum  relieved  the  vomit- 
ing of  pregnancy,  especially  when  associated  with  salivation.  The  heaVt-burn  of 
pregnancy  was  relieved  by  equal  parts  of  earbo  vegetabilis  and  bicarbonate  of  soda, 
crude,  in  teaspoonful  doses. — Monthly  Homoeopathie  Review^  December. 

Bromine  in  Ptosis. — In  the  Journal  of  Ophthalmology^  Otology  and  Laryngology  for 
October,  Dr.  £.  J.  Bissell  reports  an  interesting  case  of  ptosis  of  the  right  lid  in  a  well 
developed,  light  complexioned,  young  lady.  The  condition  developed  gradually  *'  and 
had  been  permanent  for  nearly  a  year,''  the  palpebral  fissure  was  diminished  more 
than  one-half,  vision  was  normal.  The  chief  indications  for  the  use  of  bromine  were 
'*  chronic  diarrhoea,  worse  in  the  morning  and  after  eating  the  slightest  amount  of 
food.  Eructations  and  pain  about  the  umbilicus  like  a  '  thousand  needles,'  with 
rnndi  flatulence ;  a  number  of  times  a  day  wind  was  discharged  from  the  vagina 
with  a  loud  rep<irt."  Five  days  after  the  bromine  was  prescribed  the  diarrhoea 
was  much  better  and  the  lid  did  not  droop  so  much.  The  remedy  was  then  re- 
peated, in  addition  to  which  oxygen  was  given;  in  another  week  she  was  cured. 
This  patient  had  been  previously  under  the  care  of  members  of  both  schools  of 
medicine,  but  without  relief. 

Kali  Muriaticum  in  Diseases  op  the  Ear. — In  the  October  number  of  the  Jimr- 
nal  of  Ophthalmology y  Otology  and  Laryngology^  Dr.  E.  H.  Linnell  presents  a  paper 
with  this  title.  The  histories  of  several  cases  are  given  in  which  the  drug  was  used. 
Some  were  successfully  treated  by  it,  others  were  not.  On  this  experience  he  bases 
some  conclusions  as  to  the  utility  oikali  mur.  He  considers  its  symptomatology  closely 
allied  to  that  of  kali  hydr.  in  chronic  proliferous  cases  in  which  the  latter  drug  is  su- 
perior to  the  kali  mur.  '*  The  class  of  cases  in  which  it  has  been  most  helpful,  and  to 
which  it  seems  to  me  to  be  particularly  applicable,  are  the  sequelie  of  sub-acute 
catarrh  and  suppurative  cases,  in  which  the  disease  has  been  controlled  by  other 
remedies,  and  in  which  there  remains  depression  of  the  membrani  tympani,  with 
adhesions  in  tympanum  and  dried  secretions  limiting  the  movement  of  the  ossicles^ 
perhaps  with  more  or  less  obstruction  of  the  Eustachian  tube."  He  considers  kali 
hydr.  moreservicable  in  chronic,  well-marked,  proliferous  cases,  while  kali  mur,  is 
more  helpful  in  transitional  conditions. 

Confirmed  Symptoms. — Benzoio  Acid,—WAteryy  profuse,  offensive  diarrhoea 
when  a  portion  of  the  stool  is  whitish-gray  and  has  a  sediment  like  soap-suds; 
diarrhoea  with  ulceration  of  the  intestines,  after  typhus,  in  drunkards,  in  rheumatic 
and  syphilitic  patients;  chronic  rheumatism  affecting  the  joints  when  the  urine  is 
brownish-red,  as  though  made  of  brick-dust  mixed  with  water  ;  it  has  a  neutral  re- 
action and  a  strong  ammoniacal  odor. 

Agaricus. — Chorea  which  originates  from  a  brain  lesion,  in  which  the  move- 
ments cease  during  sleep  and  in  the  dark.    Spasmodic  seizures  which  occur  during 
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the  night,  or  when  pressure  on  the  last  cervical  vertebra  causes  pain,  have  their 
origin  in  the  spinal  cord ;  here  ignaU  ur  nuz  vom.  is  preferable.  If  the  disease 
has  existed  a  long  time,  and  paralytic  symptoms  have  appeared,  coccul.  should  be 
given. 

AilarUus  gland,  cured  a  case  of  malignant  scarlatina.  The  patient  was  coma- 
tose; the  tip  of  the  nose,  ears,  hands,  feet  and  legs  were  icy  cold  ;  pulse  140,  thready 
and  irregular;  eruption  had  become  paler  and  was  a  violet  color;  gangrenous 
diphtheritic  deposit;  fcetor  oris;  burning  thirst;  calor  mordax. 

Aloes  cured  diarrhcpa  with  rolling  in  the  abdomen  and  discharge  of  flatus  be- 
fore stool.  Useful  in  cholera  when  there  is  constant  rumbling  in  the  abdomen  and 
inefficient  urging  to  stool. 

Ammon,  bromai.  was  prescribed  by  G.  Eichler  at  first  for  croupy  cough,  then 
for  inflammations  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  respiratory  tract  (catarrh  in 
general),  with  a  very  scanty  mucous  expectoration,  and  lor  mucous  phthisis.  He 
also  found  it  of  value  in  chronic  coughs. and  chronic  sore  throat  of  clergymen  (also 
ammon.  iodat.). 

Senega. — Great  mucous  accumulation  in  the  chest,  attacks  of  bronchial  catarrh 
which  regularly  return  during  raw  weather.  Kali  chlorat.  may  sometimes  take 
its  place. 

Apoe.  eannab. — Dropsy  which  originates  in  a  renal  lesion  ;  although  intra-cra- 
nial  oedema  and  pleuritic  eflTusions  are  curable  with  it.  Uterine  haemorrhage,  the 
blood  comes  away  in  large  clots. 

Argentum  nitric,  according  to  Dr.  C.  Preston,  is  preferable  to  every  other 
remedy  when  the  passage  of  sand  or  sediments  in  general  through  the  urethra  pro- 
duces active  symptoms;  is  superior  to  lycopod.  and  nux  vom.,  renal  catarrh  and 
attacks  of  nephritic  colic.  Little  or  no  pain  during  urination  is  an  indication  for 
the  remedy,  although  it  also  relieves  when  the  symptoms  seem  to  call  for  canthar. 
The  pains  may  be  very  severe,  almost  driving  one  crazy,  and  extend  from  the  kid- 
neys along  the  ureters  to  the  bladder;  at  other  times  they  are  burning  in  character, 
and  are  accompanied  by  the  voiding  of  red  sand  or  uric  acid  sediments.  Its  main 
indication  is  catarrh  of  the  kidneys.  Argentum  is  further  useful  in  chlorosis  with 
metrorrhagia,  and  in  the  treatment  of  uterine  haemorrhages  in  general ;  for  instance, 
where  they  accompany  fibroids.  Diarrhoea  in  chlorosis.  Symptoms  indicating  ir- 
ritation of  the  spine,  cramps,  lightning  pains  which  radiate  from  a  centre,  bemi- 
paralyses,  and,  particularly,  albuminuria. 

Arnica  prevents  the  development  of  carbuncles  and  the  appearance  of  gangrene. 

Arsenicum. — In  psoriasis  it  is  our  best  remedy.  It  markedly  relieved  a  farmer, 
et.  50,  who  was  sufiering  from  induration  of  the  lower  end  of  the  oesophagus,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  had  vomiting  and  collection  of  food  in  the  oesophagus. 
He  recovered  enough  to  be  able  to  eat  again  without  vomiting  the  food,  gained  in 
strength,  and  followed  his  business  after  receiving  four  doses  of  arsenicum  3,  at  inter- 
vals of  three  days. 

A  woman  who  bad  been  stung  by  a  bee  on  a  bald  spot  on  the  scalp  was  threat- 
ened with  suffocation  on  account  of  dyspnoea ;  her  body  became  icy  cold,  face  of  a 
cadaveric  color,  pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt.  She  received  araenicum  12  because 
apis,  which  usually  helped  her,  had  failed  to  relieve,  and  because  she  complained  of 
burning  in  the  chest,  abdomen  and  bloodvessels.  Relief  was  experienced  in  a  few 
minutes,  the  hands  and  feet  became  warm,  and,  after  the  second  dose,  slight  sweating 
occurred. 

Atrovia  Sulphate. — This  remedy  excelled  all  others,  in  the  experience  of  Dr. 
Windeband,  in  epilepsy.  Its  best  results  are  obtained  in  those  cases  where  marked 
rush  of  blood  to  the  head  occurs  in  consequence  of  paresis  of  the  bloodvessels. 

^i^rieJeuf.— Nightly  attacks  of  vertigo,  a3  well  as  that  which  appears  in  the 
dark.  The  usually  used  remedies,  such  as  bellad.,  cuprum,  calcar.,  caust.,  silic, 
hydroc.  acid,  coccul.,  and  opium,  cure  the  epileptic  vertigo  with  loss  of  conscious- 
ness ;  but  they  do  not  have  the  marked  nightly  attacks  of  vertigo  found  under  nitric 
add  and  argent,  nitric. 

Aurum, — Fainting,  occurring  at  the  commencement  of  menstruation,  has  been 
cured  with,  aurum  mur  natr.  In  angina  pectoris  aurum  rivals  arsen,  even  during 
an  attack.  Great  nervous  prostration,  with  great  despondency,  as  of  a  heavy  weight 
on  the  chest,  particularly  over  the  sternum. 

BeUad. — Nervous  or  nervo-congestive  headaches,  also  those  with  marked  symp- 
toms of  ebullition  of  blood.  Constant  sensation  of  heat  in  the  upper  portion  of  the 
head  and  in  the  nape,  as  if  the  blood  ascended  from  the  nape ;  occasional  painful 
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'  beating  in  the  vertex;  half-sided  fiicial  pain,  extendinfc  from  the  upper  jair  into  the 
eye,  ear,  and  over  the  face;  only  during  the  day.  Violent  beating,  liammering 
headache  in  the  forehead  and  both  temples ;  during  the  attacks  the  face  becomes  red ; 
vertigo;  sensation  as  though  the  eyes  were  pressed  together.  (Atropia  snlph.  and 
aeon,  or  aconitin  have  similar  symptoms,  and  are  occasionally  requiim  in  place  of 
bellad.) 

Cb/carea  Actiiea  Soluta. — Uterine  catarrh  (leucorrhcea) — is  occasionally  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  calcar.  carb.    Habitual  constipation  with  the  leucorrhoea. 

Oalendula. — Cancer  and  foul,  indolent  ulcerations;  wounds  caused  by  a  crush- 
ing force  and  wounds  in  general;  after  operations  for  caries  and  necrosiii.  It 
encourages  healthy  granulation  much  better  than  carbolic  acid,  etc  Dr.  Goullon, 
Zeitschr,  det  Berliner  Vereines  homoeop.  JErzU^  November,  1889. 

PuuBATiLLA  IN  Leucosrhcea  IN  A  LiTTLE  GiRL. — After  the  failure  of  a  great 
number  of  medicines,  Dr.  £.  G.  Grahn  cured  a  little  girl  of  an  obstinate  leucorrhoea 
with  puUatiUa  200. — American  Homceopathistt  January. 

Mercurixjs  Solubilis  in  Quinsy. — "In  quinsy,  mercurius  solubilis,  third 
trituration,  a  five  grain  powder,  will  rarely  fail  to  cure  within  twenty-four  hours, 
even  when  the  case  is  on  the  verge  of  suppuration.  The  disease  may  advance  for 
twelve  or  twenty  hours,  but  then  subsides  rapidly.'' — Dr.  Smith  in  the  December 
Chironian* 

Natrum  Mubiaticum  in  Gleet. — Dr.  Allen  says:  "In  an  old  gonorrhoea  or 
gleet,  with  one  last,  persistent  drop,  natrum  muriaticum  is  the  sovereign  remedy, 
especially  with  cutting  pain  after  urinating,  .and  when  the  case  has  been  treated 
with  nitrate  of  silver," — CAtronian,  December. 

Stramonium. — A  grand  remedy  in  fright  is  stramonium.  It  meets  the  night 
terrors  of  children,  insanity,  chorea,  and  all  troubles  arising  from  sudden,  pevere 
impressions  upon  the  nervous  system. — Dr.  Moffat,  in  the  December  Chironian. 

loNATiA  IN  Muscular  Contractions  after  Fracture. — Dr.  Moffat  says 
ignatia  is  sometimes  useful  to  control  the  spasmodic  contractions  of  a  limb  after 
fracture. — Chironian^  December. 

Some  Remedies  Suooested  for  "  Influenza." — In  an  article,  appearing  in 
the  January  British  Homceopathic  Worlds  after  detailing  the  prominent  symptoms 
of  the  prevailing  epidemic,  suggests  ihe  use  of  the  following  medicines:  Aconite, 
arnica,  baptisia,  belladonna,  bryonia,  gelsemium,  glonoinum,  natrum  muriaticum, 
Pulsatilla  and  rhus  toxicodendron. 

Languor  before  fever  is  found  under  arsenicnm,  baptisia,  natrum  muriaticum. 

Headache  with  fever,  arnica,  arsenicum.  belladonna,  china,  eupatorium  perfolia- 
tum,  hepar  sulphur,  ignatia,  natrum  muriaticum,  Pulsatilla,  rhus  toxicodendron, 
silica  and  sulphur. 

Foul  breath  with  headache  is  found  under  apis  mellifica. 

Foul  breath  in  general  is  under  many  remedies,  notably,  arnica,  arsenicum, 
baptisia,  belladonna,  bryonia,  gelsemium,  hepar  sulphur,  mercurius,  nitric  acid,  nux 
vomica,  petroleum,  podophyllum,  rhus  toxicodendron. 

Gelsemium  has  headache  beginning  in  the  cervical  spine,  extending  over  whole 
head,  causing  a  bursting  sensation  in  forehead  and  eyeballs. 

Glonoin  has  severe  frontal  headache,  afiecting  the  eyes. 

Pulsatilla  has  frontal  headache  with  feeling  as  if  the  eyes  would  start  out  of  the 
head. 

The  writer  gives  arsenicum  the  first  place  as  a  prophylactic  and  natrum  muriati- 
cum the  second. 

Magnesia  Phosphorica  is  the  remedy  for  tonsillitis;  worse  right  side;  throat 
is  very  red  and  puffy  ;  patient  is  chilly,  tired ;  head  aches  and  face  is  flushed. — QUi- 
Jomia  Homoeopathy  January. 

Scutellaria  is  well  spoken  of  in  evils  arising  from  excessive  cigarette-smoking, 
weak  heart-action,  etc. — Ood^omia  HorMBopath^  Jan>iary. 

Natrum  Salicylicum  in  Tinnitus  Aurium. — Dr.  John  H.  Clarke,  in  the 
December  British  Homaopathie  Worlds  reports  two  cures  of  ear  difi&culty,  associated 
with  noises  in  the  right  ear,  with  natrum  salicylicum  3d. 
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RvKEx  IS  Bbokchitk.— Mrs.  S.,  aged  fiAy  years,  had,  from  slight  exposures, 
been  contracting  a  succession  of  colds,  culminating  in  a  severe  acute  bronchitis.  The 
cough  was  violent,  paroxysmal  and  painful.  It  was  teasing,  persistent,  aggravated 
by  cool  air,  excitement,  or  by  anything  which  increased  the  volume  or  rapidity  of 
the  inspired  air.  The  sputum  was  frothy,  tenacious  and  slightly  fleck^  with  blood. 
J^ttoiea;  2x  dilution,  in  water,  every  hour,  gave  prompt  relief  and  effected  a  complete 
cure. — Medical  OurretUf  December. 

Calcarea  Carbonica  in  Diarrhcea.— In  the  December  Medical  Current  are 
reported  two  cases  of  obstinate  diarrhoeas  occurring  in  children  cured  with  the  car- 
bonate of  lime  in  the  third  potency.  The  well-known  calcarea  symptoms  were 
presenL 

PHoePHORUB  IN  Senile  Deafnesb. — Phosphorus,  in  a  weak,  oleaginous  solu- 
tion, is  claimed  by  Sapolini  to  diminish  the  opacity  of  the  drum  of  the  ear,  increas- 
ing the  circulation  and  improving  the  hearing  in  the  deafness  of  old  age.  Success- 
fully employed  in  sixty-two  cases. — I^ew  York  Medical  TimeSf  January. 

A  Keynote  op  Staphysagria.— Dr.  Clarke  says:  "In  cases  of  throat  affec- 
tion, such  as  enlarged  tonsils,  if  the  patient  complains  of  stt^eAes/Iyinp  to  the  ear  (espe- 
cially the  left)  on  gwallowingy  staphysagria  is  the  remedy  "—Homoeopathic  Worlds 
January. 

SIUCA  IN  CATARACT.—Dr.  Ussher,  in  the  January  British  Homoiopathic  World^ 
reports  the  cure  of  a  cataract,  occurring  in  a  female  of  twenty,  with  .silica  6th  and, 
30th.    The  doctor  thinks  the  most  good  was  accomplished  by  the  30th. 

Argentum  NiTRicuM  in  THE  Brain-fag  OP  BusiNBBS  MEN. — Dr.  G.  H.  Bur- 
ford  re|K>rt8  that  in  a  business  man  of  forty-tive,  who  was  melancholic,  suicidal,  and 
who  lost  all  interest  in  his  business,  after  the  failure  of  sulphur,  thuja  and  psori- 
num,  he  ultimately  prescribed  argentum  nitricum,  first  in  the  6th,  afterwards  in  the 
30th,  and  still  later  in  the  200th,  and  cured  the  case  in  marveilouslv  quick  time.  The 
following  were  the  indicating  symptoms :  Hypochondriasis,  lethargy  and  drowsi- 
ness during  the  day;  headaches,  worse  when  warm  and  after  fo^;  great  flatu- 
lence after  meals,  relieved  by  belching;  ''no  real  appetite  for  food ;"  constipation 
alternating  with  diarrhoea,  and  'certain  nervous  symptoms. — Homoeopathic  World^ 
January. 

Remedies  por  Nervous  Dyspepsia. — Dr.  Samuel  Lilienthal,  in  the  North 
American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy y  for  December,  has  an  article  on  **  Nervous  Dys- 
pepsia.'* He  gives  the  following  symptoms  of  nervous  dyspeusia,  and  then  the 
remedies :  Eructations,  mostly  without  smell  or  taste,  exceptionally  acid ;  sensation 
of  pressure  and  tension  in  the  ga.stric  region ;  distension  of  the  stomach  by  flatus, 
so  that  the  patient  cannot  bear  anything  tight  about  the  waist;  hypersesthesia  of 
the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  >  from  alcohol  or  food  ;  globus  rising  upward;  sensation 
of  stone  or  heavy  load  in  the  stomach ;  prsecordial  anguish  at  one  spot  or  radiating  ; 
dyspnoea  and  palpitation  from  upward  pressure  of  the  diaphragm;  pain  in  the 
stomach.  <  from  acids  and  fats;  gastric  pains  radiating  downward  and  backward; 
pains  from  light  food,  while  heavy  food  is  at  other  times  easily  digested  ;  vomiting 
of  all  food  offand  on ;  emaciation  and  marasmus;  inappetency  or  bulimia;  diar- 
rhoea or  constipation ;  insomnia  or  somnolency. 

Eructations  lUlieve. — Argentum  nitricum,  baryta,  dioscorea,  cocculus,  graphites, 
kali  carbonicum,  lachesis,  lycopodium,  natrum  muriaticum,  nux  vomica,  oleum  ani- 
male,  phosphorus,  senega,  ratanhia,  sepia,  tartar  emetic.  Without  taste. — Aconite, 
agaricus,  aloes,  ammonium  carbonicum,  argentum  nitricum,  asarum,  arnica,  arsenic, 
Iwryta,  belladonna,  bryonia,  caladium,  carbo  vegetabilis,  causticum,  chelidonium, 
china,  colchicum,  cocculus,  conium,  cyclamen,  iodine,  ipecacuanha,  iris,  kali  bro- 
matnm,  kali  bichromicum,  lachesis,  lac  caninum,  magnesia  phosphorica,  mag- 
nesia sulphurica,  sulphur,  mezereum,  natrum  muriaticum,  oleander,  oxalic  acid, 
phosphorus,  platina,  ranunculus  scleratus,  rhus,  sabina,  sulphur,  tabacum,  tartar 
emetic,  veratrdm  album.  Add  eructatians. — Acetic  acid,  aloes,  ambra,  ammonium 
carbonicum,  asarum,  baryta,  belladonna,  bryonia,  carbo  vegetabilis,  causticum, 
dioscorea,  gelsemium,  iodine,  kali  carbonicum,  magnesia  carbonica,  natrum  muriati- 
cum, nitric  acid,  nux  vomica,  petroleum,  phosphorus,  phosphoric  acid,  sepia,  silica, 
siaapDs  albas,  sulphur,  sulphuric  acid,  tabacum,  zincum. 
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Senmtion  of  Pressure  and  Tension  in  Gastric  Region. — Arsenic,  belladonna,  calcarea, 
cocculiiB,  coninm,  helleboniB,  ipecacuanha,  lycopodium,  mix  moschata,  nux  vomica, 
opinni,  ratanhia,  pabina. 

FvlnesSy  Oppressed  Breathing, — Natrtim  snlphuricum,  nux  moechata,  pninns. 

Tensi&n. — Aconite,  aftafcetida,  bryonin,  carbo  vegetabiiis,  clematis,  chamoroilla, 
croton  tiglium,  kali  carbonicum,  magnesia  uinriatica,  nux  vomica,  ranuncnlussclera- 
tus,  stannnm,  staphisagria.  tartar  emetic. 

Sensitiveness  of  Stomach, — Ammonium  oarbonicum,  aranea,  arsenicnm,  baryta,  carbo 
vegetabiiis,  caunticum,  cocculus,  colchicnm,  croton,  hepar,  lacliesin,  lycopodium, 
magnenia  carbonica,  natrum  muriaticum,  nux  vomica,  oleum  animale,  sulphuric 
acio,  sulphur,  terebinthina,  veratrnm  album. 

Sensation  of  a  Stone  in  the  Stomach, — Agaricus,  baryta,  bromium,  bryonia,  chamo- 
milla,  cocculus,  gentian,  natrum  muriaticum,  nux  vomica,  opium,  sepia,  silica,  sul- 
phuric acid. 

Prcecordial  Anguish, — Arsenic,  causticum,  chamomilla,  cicuta,  cocculus,  cofiea, 
cuprum,  gnajacum,  jatropha,  laurocenu^us,  nux  vomica,  plumbum,  secale,  stramo- 
nium, veratrum  album. 

<  from  Acids, — Aloes,  antimonium  crudum,  arsenic,  belladonna,  ferrum,  ipe- 
cacuanha, lachesis,  natrum  muriaticum,  nux  vomica,  phosphoric  acid,  phosphorus, 
sepia,  staph isagria,  sulphur. 

<  from  Fat  Food. — Arsenic,  asafoetida,  carbo  vegetabiiis,  colchicum,  ipecacuanha, 
magnesia  muriatica,  natrum  muriaticum,  nitric  acid,  Pulsatilla,  sepia,  sulphur,  tartar 
emetic,  thuja. 

Stomach  Pains  >  after  Eating. — Fagopy rum,  lycopodium,  nux  vomica,  petroleum. 

Paris  Quadrifolia. — Great  dryness  of  the  tongue  when  waking  from  sleep,  at 
any  time ;  coated  white,  with  roughness  and  without  thirst,  and  with  bitter  or  dimin- 
ished taste.  Patients  sufiering  from  spinal  irritation  frequently  have  sensation  of 
expansion  of  the  brain.  They  often  say  the  head  feels  "  as  large  as  a  bushel  meas- 
ure;" fulness  in  the  temples,  ears,  root  of  the  nose,  throat  and  eyes.  The  eyeballs 
feel  expanded,  as  though  the  lids  would  not  cover  them.  Heaviness,  like  a  weight, 
in  the  dorsal  and  cervical  regions,  and  numbness  in  the  fingers,  with  lame,  heavy, 
paralytic  pains  in  the  hands  and  feet.  Such  patients  sleep  with  the  mouth  open, 
and  the  tongue  and  fauces  are  always  dry  on  waking,  and  there  is  no  thirst.  Pans 
quadrifQlia  has  relieved  many  cases  having  these  symptoms. — Califoi'nia  HomoeO' 
path  J  September. 

PoPULUS. — Catarrh  of  the  bladder;  urine  contains  large  quantities  of  mucus  and 
pus;  tenesmus,  especially  of  old  people;  inflammation  of  the  bladder;  urethritis; 
micturition  painful,  scalding,  especially  during  pregnancy.  Valuable  for  tenesmus 
of  bladder  following  laparotomy  or  ovariotomy. —  Calif omin  Honujeopaihy  September. 

OciMUM  has  been  found  nseful  in  renal  colic.  Uric  acid  diathesis,  with  large  de- 
posits of  red  sand,  particularly  if  the  patient  is  subject  to  a  pain  in  uterus. — Cali- 
fomia  HomoBopaih,  September. 

CuBEBA.— Nasal  catarrh,  with  foetid  odor  and  catarrh  of  the  throat;  mucus 
trickles  from  the  nose  into  throat,  with  soreness  and  hoarseness ;  obstinate  otx)rrhGea ; 
offensive  discharges ;  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  with  cutting  and  con- 
striction during  micturition  ;  heemorrhage  from  bladder;  necessity  to  urinate  every 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  ;  prostatitis. — California  Ilomceopaihf  September. 

Magnolia. — Pains  of  various  kinds  in  different  parts,  worse  in  joints,  constantly 
changing  places;  muscular  and  articular  rheumatism  ;  rheumatic  pains  in  clavicles, 
in  back,  etc.;  shooting  in  all  limbs,  in  cardiac  aflk;tions,  with  faiutness  in  stomach, 
vertigo,  debility,  nausea  as  from  tobacco,  fear,  frequent  breathing,  palpitation,  suf- 
focation, numbness,  etc.,  pain  in  heart,  constriction  of  throat,  aortic  aneurism 
crampy  pain  in  heart,  dry  cough,  vertigo  and  angina  pectoris. — California  HomoNh 
paihy  September. 

Wyethia. — Chronic  pharyngitis ;  dryness,  with  constant  desire  to  clear  the  throat ; 
tendency  to  atrophy  of  the  mucous  membrane;  pharynx  dark  red,  sensitive,  sore- 
ness of  the  muscles  of  the  palate,  following  severe  influenza.     Granular  sore  throat, 
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with  barning  and  enlarged  follicles ;  freqnent  inclination  to  clear  the  throat ;  throat 
feels  swollen  ;  epiglottis  dry  and  burning  ;  constant  desire  to  swallow  to  relieve  the 
dryness,  yet  no  relief ;  swallowing  difficult. — California  HomceopcUh^  September. 

Melilotts  is  an  important  remedy  for  certain  neurasthenic  conditions;  patient 
wakes  before  3  A.M.,  is  melancholic,  has  insane  delusions,  thinks  it  is  too  expensive 
to  eat,  is  suspicious  of  friends,  fears  losses,  ruin,  etc. ;  religious  melancholia;  conges- 
tive headaches. — California  Nomceopath^  September. 

Pbculiar  Symptoics. — According  to  Dr.  Berridge,  cinnabar  has  a  feeling  of 
shortening  of  Ufi  leg  in  walking. 

OauMimm  has  a  feeling  of  shortening  of  right  leg  on  rising, 

Oarbo  animalis  has  a  feeling  of  elongation  of  right  leg  at  night  on  lying  down. 

Thuja  has  a  feeling  of  elongation  of  ^^  leg. — Homceopathic  Physician,  September. 

Phosphoric  Acid  ik  Dmbrhcea,  with  Prolapsus  Ani.— Dr.  Clarence  N. 
Payne  prescribed  podophyllum  3  for  a  ten-months^  old  baby,  who  hnd  from  three  to 
ten  movements  per  day.  The  movements  were  thin,  watery,  profuse,  painless,  in 
color  almost  like  water;  very  ofiensive;  some  excoriation;  no  flatulence.  Podo- 
phyllum helped  the  prolapsus  slightly,  but  the  after  symptoms  were  not  better. 
The  child  had  not  lost  weight  for  the  number  of  stools.  Phosphoric  acid  200  was 
given,  but  did  not  act  so  well  as  the  ^.—HomcBopathic  Physician^  September. 

Some  New  Remedies  for  Post-nabal  Catarrh.— In  the  September  Mtdi' 
eal  Advance,  Dr.  H.  D.  Champlin  gives  the  following  remedies: 

Fagopyrum  is  the  remedy  where  every  exposure  increases  the  catarrh,  dry  crusts 
are  formed,  and  there  is  intolerable  itching  and  granular  appearance  of  the  posterior 
nares. 

Penthorum  Sedoides. — Posterior  nares  raw,  as  if  denuded  ;  continual  feeling  as 
though  the  posterior  nares  were  moist. 

Sulphuric  Acid. — When  discharge  trickling  down  from  nares  is  a  lemon-yellow 
color,  and  of  thin  consistence. 

Teuerium. — Large,  irregular  clinkers  are  hawked  up  from  posterior  nares. 

Some  Remedies  for  Cramps  in  the  Calves  of  the  Legs.— In  cramps  in 
the  calves  of  the  legs,  if  cuprum  fails  to  bring  about  beneficial  results,  think  of  stron^ 
tiona car6on»ea  3x,  especially  when  associate  with  cold  feet.  Sectile  comutum2ji, 
when  complicated  with  uterine  difficulties.  Ammonium  muriaticum  Ix,  in  pregnant 
women. — Dr.  H.  D.  Champlin,  Medical  Era,  September. 

Remedies  Suitable  for  the  Disorders  of  Male  and  Female  Sexual 
Organs. — Dr.  Samuel  Lilienthal  translates  an  article  by  Dr^  Francis  Villar,  on 
"  A  Comparison  Between  the  Afiections  of  the  Genital  Organs  of  Males  and  Fe- 
males," and  makes  comment  and  therapeutic  additions,  which  we  briefly  summar- 
iie: 

Aurum. — Testes  mere  pendant  shreds,  and  female  sterility  ;  chronic  induration  of 
testicles  from  mercurio-syphilis  and  ovarian  affection,  or  induration  of  uterus,  from 
same  cause ;  bruised  sensation  in  genital  organs  of  both  sexes  ;  suicidal  tendency. 

-4pw.— Hydrocele,  with  or  without  cyst;  in  dropsy  of  scrotum;  in  neuralgia  of 
testicle  it  is  as  valuable  as  in  ovarian  neuralgia,  ovarian  dropsy  or  tumors  ;  stinging 
pains. 

Arsenicum. — Ch  imney-s weeps' cancer ;  phagedenic  chancre ;  cancer  of  the  mam- 
ma or  uterus;  ovarian  dropsy  ;  hydrocele;  burning  pain ;  restlessness,  mental  and 
oorporeal. 

tb/ocyn(A.~Ovara]gia  and  ovarian  tumors;  probably  useful  in  irritable  testicle; 
painful  spermatic  cord. 

Graphites. — In  both  sexes  impotence  and  sterility,  though  the  desire  for  an  em- 
brace may  show  itself  off  and  on ;  swollen  testes  and  enlarged  ovaries;  constitution 
below  par ;  malignant  tumors. 

jBoffiome/M.— Swollen,  hard  testicle,  sore  to  the  touch ;  varicocele ;  pains  run 
down  the  spermatic  cord  into  the  testes ;  again  severe  neuralgic  pains  darting  from 


136  The  EahneTnannian  Monthly.  [Feb.,  1890.] 

testes  up  to  stomach,  causing  nausea  and  faintness;  vaginismns:  ovarian  soreness 
and  tenderness ;  chronic  sub-involution  ;  chronic  congestion  of  tne  ovaries. 

barium. — Senile  atrophy  ;  sexual  desire;  mental  and  bodily  atrophy ;  premature 
morbid  senility. 

lodum, — Atrophy  of  the  sexual  organs;  glandular  hyperplasia;  hydrocele;  ova- 
rian dropsy  ;  hypertrophy  of  the  testes ;  ovarian  cysts. 

Lcui  Oaninum. — Ovaralgia. 

Ophidians. — **  Perhaps  they  give  us,  in  their  primary  action,  great  excitement  of 
sexual  desire,  only  to  be  followed,  secondarily,  by  impotence.  The  same  violent  de- 
sires, even  nymphomania,  we  meet  in  lachesiSf  less  so  in  erotcdua  or  eUipa  ;  ovaralgia 
belones  to  all,  but  in  crotalua  we  meet,  primarily,  a  depraved  state  of  the  blood,  while 
in  laehesi8f  paresis  of  the  vaso-motors  precedes  the  blood-deterioration."  Climacteric 
period. 

LUium  Tigrinvm. — Males — Cardiac  neuralgia;  constrictive  pain  in  the  heart,  ex- 
tending throuffh  to  scapulae;  increased  sexual  desire;  lascivious  dreams.  Females — 
Great  sexual  desire ;  burning,  stinging,  cutting,  grasping  in  ovaries,  ovary  swollen 
nearly  to  size  of  child's  head  ;  pelvic  organs  feel  swollen,  aching  around,  not  in, 
the  uterus;  voluptuous  itching  in  vagina,  with  feeling  of  fulness  in  parts. 

Lyeopodium. — Sexual  desire  markedly  diminished  in  males ;  in  women,  nympho- 
mania ;  mental  and  bodily  exhauHtion;  the  old  man's  balm;  nymphomania  is  not 
genuine — is  a  mere  momentary  excitation  from  the  pressure  of  wind  or  water  on 
the  sexual  organs;  tubal  dropsies;  ovarian  tumors;  stagnation  and  varicosity;  old 
women,  lean  and  of  feeble  muscular  development. 

ifercuria^.— Epididymitis;  shooting  pain  in  testes  and  spermatic  cord ;  salpyngo- 
ovaritis,  pain  extending  toward  the  hip;  no  relief  from  sweat.  The  iodides  oj  mer- 
cury have  some  reputation  in  sarcocele  and  other  tumors  of  the  testicles;  ovarian 
tumors  and  cysts. 

Nuz  Moschata. — Mental  and  bodily  atony ;  the  male  is  inclined  to  an  embrace,  but 
the  genitals  are  relaxed;  in  women,  great  irritability  of  the  pelvic  viscera,  worse 
during  irregular  menses,  when  ovaries  and  uterus  are  swollen  and  sensitive  to 
pressure. 

Nux  Vomica, — Ardent  people ;  easily  excited  desire,  power  weak ;  given  to  de- 
bauches and  high  livers;  orchitis,  with  stinging  and  spasmodic  contractions  ex- 
tending into  the  cords,  the  testes  being  hard  and  retracted  ;  ardent  brunettes,  suffer- 
ing from  crampy,  stitching  pain  deep  in  pelvis,  and  their  menses  are  not  only  too 
early  and  profuse,  but  the  intervals  are  too  short,  showing  a  nearly  uninterrupted 
congestive  state  in  those  internal  sexual  parts,  which  may  often  cause  constipation. 

Phosphorus. — After  masturbation,  both  sexes;  neurasthenic;  alarmed  at  the  state 
of  their  health  ;  impotence  and  sterility  in  consecjuence  of  excessive  voluptuous- 
ness; in  males,  the  nervous  system  most  shaken ;  in  women,  a  chronic  congestive 
state  of  the  sexual  organs,  if  not  relieved  by  profuse  and  long-lasting  menses,  with 
pains  in  the  small  of  the  back  arid  palpitations;  ovaritis,  metritis,  displacements; 
gonorrhoea  in  women,  discharge  mucus  or  milky,  with  stitches  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  vagina,  and  great  aversion  to  sexual  intercourse;  in  the  male, orchitis 
and  hydrocele  in  consequence  of  gonorrhoea. 

PtcUina. — Ill-efiects  of  pre-pubic  masturbation ;  itching,  tingling  at  the  anus ; 
haughtiness. 

Pulsatilla. — Sweet  temper;  mucopurulent  discharges;  suppressed  discharge  from 
urethra,  orchitis  following;  enlarged  or  indurated  testicle;  enlarged  prostate; 
hydrocele ;  venous  congestion. 

Sepia* — Portal  stasis ;  venous  congestion  ;  in  males,  sexual  erethism,  neurasthe- 
nia and  dyspepsia ;  in  women,  an  enlarged,  heavy  uterus,  indurated  os ;  displace- 
ments ;  peritonitis,  following  gonorrhoea. 

Staphisagria. — Neurasthenia;  atrophy  of  the  testicles  after  onanism;  ovarian 
symptoms  after  masturbation  or  imperfect  coitus ;  mental  irritability. — North  Ameri- 
can  Journal  of  Homaopathy^  August. 
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BONE-SUTURING  IN  COMPOUND  FRACTURES. 

BY  DE  WITT    a.    WILCOX,   M.D.,   BUFFALO,   N.   Y. 
{Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  February  11, 1890.) 

The  old  adage  "  There'  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun  "  is  well 
exemplified  in  some  of  the  recent  surgical  procedures ;  way  back  in 
the  shadowy  days  of  medical  lore  some  mind  bolder  than  its  fellows 
seems  to  have  thought  of,  if  not  carried  out,  our  later  day  surgical 
triumphs.  Let  us  see  what  our  professional  forefathers  had  to  say 
about  compound  fractures.  Hippocrates  speaks  on  this  subject  thus  : 
When  the  bones  protrude  through  the  flesh,  particularly  the  long 
bones,  they  may  best  be  reduced  by  the  use  of  a  lever  made  of  iron ; 
pass  the  lever  between  the  two  ends  of  the  bones,  and  by  using  one 
end  of  the  fragment  as  the  fulcrum,  and  the  other  fragment  as  the 
weight,  the  bones  may  thus  be  put  in  place.  If  this  cannot  be  done, 
he  advises  the  fragments  sawed  off  suflBciently  short  to  make  possible 
their  reduction.  If  the  fracture  has  existed  two  or  three  days  before 
being  seen,  he  says  no  attempt  should  be  made  at  reduction  for  fear 
of  convulsions.  In  such  cases  he  advises  allowing  the  bones  to 
slough,  as  far  as  they  protrude,  and  then  let  the  flesh  heal  over  them. 
In  all  cases,  he  adds,  compound  fractures  are  very  dangerous.  First, 
because  of  the  danger  of  convulsions;  second,  because  of  the  danger 
of  bilious  fever,  and  third,  because  of  that  fatal  condition — mortifi- 
cation. I  do  not  find  in  any  of  his  works,  however,  any  mention  of 
bone-suturing. 

In  the  text-books  on  surgery,  written  before  the  days  of  antiseptics, 
the  teaching  is  not  made  so  materially  different  as  we  might  expect. 

vol*.  XXV.— 10 
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As  recently  as  1879  the  per  cent,  of  mortality  in  compound  fractures 
of  the  forearm  in  Guy's  Hospital  was  17  ;  of  the  leg,  28  per  cent; 
of  the  thigh,  36.5  per  cent,  or  one  in  three.  This  great  mortality 
has  been  due  greatly  to  the  lack  of  cleanliness  or  antiseptics,  and 
to  the  failure  of  the  bones  to  unite,  owing  to  the  diflBculty  of 
securing  immobility.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  go  into  details  of  the 
treatment  of  compound  fractures  further  than  it  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject in  hand,  that  of  bone-suturing.  The  first  account  I  find  on 
record  of  uniting  bones  with  any  form  of  suture  is  that  of  DeafBn- 
bach.  For  ununited  fractures  he  drilled  holes  in  ends  of  the  bones 
and  inserted  ivory  pegs ;  these  were  allowed  to  remain  for  as  long  as 
four  months,  and  indeed  it  was  found  afterwards  they  were  quite 
harmless  after  a  presence  of  two  or  three  years.  In  1805,  Horeua 
tied  the  obliquely-divided  bones  together,  where  there  had  been  de- 
layed union,  with  metal  wire  carried  around  them.  In  1838,  Dr. 
Rogers,  of  New  York,  advanced  upon  the  method  by  passing  the 
wire  through  holes  drilled  in  the  fragments  so  as  to  keep  them  in 
apposition.  Dr.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  reports  a  cure  of  ten  out  of 
eleven  cases  of  ununited  fracture  by  suturing  with  wire  passed  half 
through  the  thickness  of  the  bone.  Although  the  cases  of  ununited 
fracture  or  delayed  union  are  somewhat  rare,  yet  the  cure  of  these 
few  cases  is  ofttimes  a  troublesome  question.  After  trying  the  milder 
measures,  such  as  toning  up  the  patient's  health,  securing  as  perfect 
immobility  of  the  affected  limb  as  possible,  and  rubbing  together  the 
fragments,  if  this  is  still  unsuccessful  recourse  may  be  had  to  the 
method  of  suturing.  This  is  best  done  by  cutting  down  directly 
upon  the  bone,  stripping  up  the  periosteum,  sawing  off  the  fractured 
ends  just  sufl&ciently  to  freshen  them,  and  drilling  obliquely  through 
each  fragment  so  that  when  the  suture  is  introduced  it  enters  at  the 
surface  of  the  bone,  a  few  lines  from  the  extremity,  and  emerges 
near  the  centre  of  the  exposed  end,  close  to  the  medullary  canal.  It 
is  then  re-introduced  in  the  reverse  manner  into  the  other  fragment 
and  emerges  upon  the  sijrface.  The  wire  is  then  made  secure  by 
tightly  twisting,  and  if  it  be  a  large  bone  two  or  three  sutures  may 
be  required.  By  exercising  care  as  regards  sepsis  there  need  be  no 
great  danger  in  the  proceeding.  Drainage  is  best  employed  and  the 
external  surface  sewed  up  closely.  As  to  the  kind  of  suture  used, 
it  varies  with  a  strain  put  upon  it  and  the  preference  of  the  opera- 
tor. As  already  stated,  the  older  surgeons  used  ivory  pegs,  and 
these  are  still  used  with  success ;  but  steel  wire  is  now  more  frequently 
employed. 
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M.  Schede,  of  Hamburg,  recently  exhibited  to  the  Congress  of 
German  Societies  of  Surgery,  some  gilt  steel  needles  3|  centimetres 
long  by  1  millimetre  thickness,  used  with  advantage  by  him  in  cases 
of  pseudoarthrosis.  Ten  or  twelve  of  the  needles  are  inserted  into  the 
soft  part  of  the  bone  and  an  antiseptic  dressing  applied.  The  needles 
are  kept  in  place  about  fifteen  days.  He  adds  that  so  far  this  simple 
and  convenient  procedure  has  succeeded  in  all  cases  in  which  it  has 
been  used.  Whale  tendon,  kangaroo  tendon,  and  bunches  of  horse- 
hair have  also  been  employed. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  treatment  of  compound  fractures  where 
bone-suturing  may  be  used  to  advantage.  If  the  fracture  be  in  the 
leg  or  forearm,  where  there  are  two  bones,  and  both  fractured,  the 
difficulty  of  keeping  them  in  apposition  is  greater  than  where  there 
is  but  one  bone.  I  would  not  advocate  that  all  cases  of  compound 
fracture  require  suturing,  but  such  as  present,  first,  considerable 
laceration  of  the  sofl  parts,  second,  where  the  ends  of  the  bones 
are  markedly  serrated,  and  third,  where  the  fracture  is  comminuted 
as  well  as  compound.  These  conditions  all  call  for  a  firmer  fixation 
of  the  ends  of  the  bone  than  can  be  obtained  by  any  kind  of  an  out- 
side splint;  for  the  reason  thaftf  the  soft  parts  be  greatly  torn  there 
will  necessarily  be  much  swelling,  which  in  itself  prevents  the  accu- 
rate and  firm  adjustment  of  any  form  of  a  splint  during  the  first  few 
days.  Hence  there  must  be  some  movement  of  the  fragments  at  the 
period  when  immobility  is  most  essential ;  every  movement  of  the 
fragment  adds  to  the  irritation  of  the  soft  parts  and  only  prolongs 
the  swelling,  and  augments  the  danger  of  gangrene.  I  said  the  bones 
should  be  sutured  if  the  ends  are  badly  splintered.  To  attempt  to 
replace  such  a  fragment  that  protrudes  from  the  soft  parts,  is  to  run 
the  risk  of  lacerating  them,  as  well  as  rupturing  the  bloodvessels. 
In  those  cases  saw  off  the  splintered  ends  and  suture.  The  fact  that 
there  is  still  too  great  a  mortality  from  these  cases,  the  fact  that  we 
yet  too  frequently  are  obliged  to  amputate  because  of  gangrene,  and 
the  fact  that  not  infrequently  we  find  ununited  fractures  following 
these  compound  injuries,  are  sufficient  arguments  to  induce  the  sur- 
geon to  keep  well  in  his  mind  the  resource  of  suturing  the  ends  of 
the  bones.  In  resection,  especially  of  the  knee-joint,  suturing  is  a 
much  more  common  proceeding ;  indeed  few  surgeons  would  resect 
a  knee-joint  without  fastening  the  bones  together  in  some  secure  man- 
ner. Wyeth  was  the  first  to  introduce  steel  drills  and  nails;  these 
he  drove  through  the  tuberosity  of  the  tibia  into  the  femur,  one  on 
either  side.     Another  method  was  to  drive  steel  nails  at  right  angles 
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into  each  side-  of  the  femur,  about  two  inches  abore  the  point  where 
it  had  been  resected ;  the  tibia  was  treated  in  like  manner ;  a  stout 
wire  was  then  passed  around  these  nails  in  the  form  of  a  figure  eight, 
one  on  either  side;  these  nails  were  allowed  to  remain  from  three  to 
four  weeks.  Considerable  success  has  followed  the  use  of  the  suture 
in  comminuted  fractures  of  the  skull,  and  in  the  replacement  of  the 
button  of  bone  removed  by  the  trephine.  Now  that  the  surgeon  is 
called  upon  more  frequently  to  operate  about  the  sknll  any  advance 
in  securing  in  place  and  in  showing  the  growth  of  the  piece  of  bone 
is  of  great  importance. 

A  number  of  proceedings  like  the  above  have  of  late  been  re- 
ported with  excellent  results.  The  instrument  used  in  drilling  the 
holes  are  of  various  patterns;,  an  ordinary  gimlet  will  answer  in  the 
absence  of  more  surgical-appearing  instniments.  Hamilton's  drills 
are  perhaps  more  frequently  used,  although  I  have  had  difficulty 
on  different  occasions  in  making  them  work  in  a  compact  tissue  of 
bones.  The  ideal  instrument  for  this  work  is  the  electro-asteotrite 
described  by  Dr.  Eoberts,  of  New  York,  which  consists  of  a  drill 
propelled  by  an  electric  current  passing  over  wires^  which  connect 
the  drill  with  a  small  motor. 


THE  ALBUMIIiURlAS  OF  PREGNANCY-THIRD  PAPERl 

BY  CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.p.,   CHICAGO,   ILL. 

Diagnosis— (Cbneintxed). 

The  urine  for  twenty-four  hours  being  collected  and  measured,, 
the  day  urine  compared  in  quantity  with  the  night,  attention  should 
next  be  paid  to  its  quality.  The  quality  of  urine  depends  on  the 
solids  dissolved  in  it.  Urine  of  good  quality  is  urine  in  which  the 
solids  are  in  normal  ratio  to  the  water.  For  example,  urine  in 
quantity  1450  cc.  in  twenty-four  hours,  if  containing  68  grammes 
of  solids,  is  of  good  quality  as  regards  total  solids.  Urine  in  quan-> 
tity  2000  cc,  if  containing  but  36  grammes  of  solids,  is  otpoor  quality 
as  regards  total  solids.  Urine  may  be  of  fair  quality  as  regards 
total  solids,  but  of  poor  quality  as  regards  urea,  and  vice  versa.  The 
distinctions  will  be  found  to  be  of  help  in  the  diagnosis  of  acute 
nephritis  or  congestion  from  chronic  nephritis,  and  also  in  the  dif- 
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ferential  diagnosis  of  the  various  forms  of  chronic  nephritis.  I  have 
devised  a  method  of  marking  the  quality  of  urines  just  as  I  would 
mark  the  quality  of  examination  papers  on  a  scale  of  100.  Accord- 
ing to  the  most  recent  analyses-^those  of  Yvon  and  Berlioz — the 
averages  are  as  follows: 


Quantity  of  urine  in  twenty-four  houra, 

8p.  gravity, 

Urea  in  1000  parts, 

Total  urea  in  twenty-four  hours, 
Phoephoric  acid  in  1000  parts,    . 
Total  pho8.  acid  in  twenty -four  hours, 


Adult  Male.        Adult  Female. 


.     1360  C.C. 

1100  CO. 

.    1.0225 

1.0215 

..    21.5 

19 

.    26-5 

20.5 

.      2.5 

2.4 

.      3.2 

2.6 

The  quantity  of  urine  voided  by  any  patient  in  twenty-four  hours 
may  be  readily  compared  with  the  normal  by  reference  to  the  follow- 
ing table.  The  figures  to  tlie  left,  under  "  Male  Patients,''  denote 
the  total  quantity  of  urine  in  twenty-four  hours,  while  those  to  the 
right  indicate  the  comparison  with  the  normal  standard  marked  on 
a  scale  of  100. 

Table  III. 
Water — Descending  Scale. 


Male  PAnzNTS. 

Female  "PAtiES'TB. 

What  per  cent  com- 

Quantity of  urine       What  per  cent,  com- 
In                    pared  with  normal 

In 

pered  with  normal 

24  hours. 

average. 

24  hours.                        average. 

1360 

100 

1100 

100 

1290 

95 

1045 

95 

1225 

90 

990 

90 

1155 

85 

935 

85 

1090 

80 

880 

80 

1020 

75 

825 

75 

950 

70 

770 

70 

885 

65 

715 

65 

815 

60 

660 

60 

750 

55 

605 

55 

680 

50 

550 

SO 

610 

4") 

495 

45 

545 

40 

440 

40 

475 

35 

385 

35 

410 

30 

330 

30 

340 

25 

275 

25 

270 

20 

220 

20 

205 

15 

165 

15 

135 

10 

110 

10 

70 

5 

55 

5 

35 

2} 

25 

21 

Snppreseion. 

0 

0 

0 
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Example :  Suppose  a  male  patient  voids  on  an  average  960  cc.  of 
urine  in  twenty-four  hours,  what  is  the  mark  on  a  scale  of  100? 
Answer:  70  per  cent.  +.  Suppose  a  female  patient  voids  400  cc? 
Answer :  35  per  cent.  +. 

N.  B. — The  scale  is  arranged  in  multiples  of  the  figure  jirc.  Re- 
sults are  given  in  terms  of  the  nearest  multiple  of  five ;  for  example^ 
45  per  cent  of  1360  is  (accurately)  612,  but  in  the  scale  this  product 
is  given  as  610,  which  is  that  multiple  of  five  nearest  612. 


Table  IV. 
Relative  Amount  op  Urea — Descending  Scale. 


Male  Patientb. 

Female  Patients. 

Parts  of  urea 

in 
1000  of  water. 

What  per  cent.       > 
of                   i 
normal  average. 

Parts  of  urea 

In 
1000  of  water. 

What  per  cent. 

of 
normal  average. 

21.50 
20.42 
19.35 
18.28 
17.20 
16.12 
15.05 
13.98 
12.90 
11.83 
10.75 

9.r>s 

8.60 

7.52 

6.45 

1                5.38 

■                4.30 

1                3.23 

2.15 

1.08 

1                0.54 

j                0.00 

100 
95 
90 
85 
80 
75 
70 
6.5 
60 
65 
50 
45 
40 
35 
30 
25 
20 
15 
10 
5 
2i 
0 

19.00 

18.05 

17.10 

16.15 

15.20 

14.25 

13.30 

12.35 

11.40 

10.45 

9.50 

8,55 

7.60 

6.65 

5.70 

4.75 

3.80 

2.85 

1.90 

0.95 

0.48 

0.00 

100 
95 
90 
85 
80 
75 
70 
65 
60 
55 
50 
45 
40 
35 
30 
25 
20 
16 
10 
5 

0 

For  clinical  purposes  the  approximate  numbers  may  be  used,  and 
in  most  cases  the  quantity  of  urea  may  be  marked  100,  90,  80,  etc., 
neglecting  the  intermediate  percentages.  For  example,  urine  of 
tweuty-four  hours  of  a  male  patient,  containing  8  grammes  of  urea, 
may  be  marked  30  as  regards  quantity  of  urine.  Urine  of  a  female 
patient,  containing  a  like  amount  of  urea  may  be  marked  40,  and 


so  on. 
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Table  V. 
Total  Urea  in  24  Hours — Descending  Scale. 


Male  Patijentb. 

Frhale  Patients. 

Total  urea  in 
24  hours. 

Approxi- 
mately. 

What  pep  cent, 
of 

Total  urea  in 
24  hours. 

Approxi- 
mately. 

What  per  cent, 
of 

in  grammes. 

normal  aver'ge 

In  grammes. 

normal  aver'ge 

26  50 

27 

100 

20.50 

21 

100 

25.18 

25 

95 

19.48 

19 

95 

23.85 

24 

90 

18.45 

18 

90 

22.53 

23 

85 

17.43 

17 

85 

21.20 

21 

80 

16.40 

16 

80 

19.88 

20 

75 

15.38 

15 

75 

18.55 

19 

70 

14.35 

14 

70 

17.23 

17 

65 

13.33 

13 

65 

16.90 

16 

60 

12.30 

12 

60 

14.68 

16 

65 

11.28 

n 

55 

13.25 

13 

50 

10.25 

.    10 

50 

11.93 

12 

45 

9.23 

9 

45 

10.60 

11 

40 

8.20 

8 

40 

9.28 

9 

35 

7.18 

7 

35 

7.95 

8 

30 

6.15 

6 

30 

6.63 

7 

25 

5.13 

5 

25 

6.30 

5 

20 

4.10 

4 

20 

3.98 

4 

15 

3.08 

3 

15 

2.65 

3 

10 

2.05 

2 

10 

1.32 

1 

5 

1.03 

1 

5 

0.66 

i 

2J 

0.53 

i 

2i 

0.00 

1 

0 

0 

1         0.00 

] 

0 

0 

Table  VI. 
Relative  Quantity  op  Phosphoric  Acid— Descending  Scale. 


Male  Patients. 

Female  Patients. 

Phosphoric  ftdd 

What  per  cent. 

Phosphoric  acid 

What  per  cent. 

in  grammes, 

of 

in  grammes, 

of 

per  liter  of  urine. 

normal  average. 

per  liter  of  urine. 

normal  average. 

2.50 

100 

2.40 

100 

2.38 

95 

2.28 

95 

2.26 

90 

2.16 

90 

2.13 

85 

2.04 

85 

2.00 

80 

1.92 

80 

1.88 

75 

1.80 

75 

1.75 

70 

168 

70 

1.63 

65 

1.56 

65 

1.50 

60 

1.44 

60 

1.38 

66 

1.32 

65 

1.25 

50 

1.20 

50 

L13 

45 

1.08 

45 

1.00 

40 

0.96 

40 

0.88 

35 

0.84 

35 

0.75 

30 

0.72 

30 

0.63 

25 

0.60 

25 

0.50 

20 

0.48 

20 

0.38 

15 

0.36 

15 

0.25 

10 

0.24 

10 

0.13 

5 

0.12 

5 

0.O7 

2J 

0.06 

2} 

0.00 

0 

0.00 

0 
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Table  VII. 
Total  Phosphoric  Acid  in  24  Hours — Descending  Scale. 


Mali  Patients. 

Female  Patients. 

• 

Total  phosphoric  acid 

What  per  cent. 

Total  phosphoric  acid 

What  per  cent 

In  24  hours,  in 

of 

in  24  hours,  in 

of 

grammes. 

normal  average. 

grammes. 

normal  average. 

3.20 

100 

2.60 

100 

3.04 

95 

2.47 

95 

2.88 

90 

2.34 

90 

2.72 

85 

2.21 

85 

2  66 

80 

2.08 

80 

2.40 

75 

1.95 

75 

2.24 

70 

1.82 

70 

2.08 

65 

1.69 

65 

1.92 

60 

1.56 

60 

1.76 

55 

1.43 

55 

1.60 

50 

1.30 

50 

1.44 

45 

1.17 

45 

1.28 

40 

1.04 

40 

1.12 

a5 

0.91 

35 

0  96 

30 

0.78 

30 

0.80 

25 

0.65 

25 

0.64 

20 

0.52 

20 

0.48   • 

15 

0.39 

15 

0,32 

10 

0.26 

10 

0.16 

5 

0.13 

5 

0.08 

2} 

0.07 

2} 

000 

0 

0.00 

0 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Tables  III.-VII.  are  all  on  a  descending 
scale.  On  the  other  hand,  a  patient  may  void  more  urine  than 
normal,  or  there  may  be  more  urea  than  normal.  For  such  cases  I 
have  devised  a  system  of  marking  on  an  ascending  scale,  viz.,  100, 
105, 110,  115,  etc.,  in  this  case,  taking  Parkes's  averages  as  a  stan- 
dard, viz.:  quantity  of  urine,  1500  c.c,  urea,  33.2  grammes,  phos- 
phoric acid,  3.2  grammes — ^all  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Any  figure  between  the  averages  of  Yvon-Berlioz  on  the  one  hand 
and  those  of  Parkes  on  the  other,  may  be  regarded  as  approximately 
normal  and  be  represented  by  the  figure  100.  Different  observers 
have  reported  different  mean  figures,  according  to  nationality,  but 
by  taking  the  Yvon-Berlioz  figures  as  a  standard  for  the  descending 
scale  and  Parkes's  for  the  ascending,  we  leave  a  very  considerable 
margin  for  variations,  which  may  be  entirely  within  the  normal 
range  of  our  own  patients. 

Lastly,  I  divide  urines  into  four  classes,  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  not  only 
as  regards  quantity  in  twenty-four  hours,  but  also  as  regards  urea, 
phosphoric  acid,  etc.    Class  A  includes  markings  averaging  from  75 
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to  100  as  to  quantity,  or  as  to  urea,  etc.     Class  B  includes  markings 
from  50  to  75.     Class  C,  25  to  50.     Class  D,  zero  to  25. 

A  few  examples  will  illustrate  the  use  of  my  method  in  repre- 
senting by  figures  the  deviations  of  any  urine  from  the  normal 
standards : 

Case  1. — Female  Patient. 

Usual  Method. 

(1.)  Quantity  of  urine  in  twenty-four  hours,  900  c.c. 

(2.)  Urea,  grammes  per  litre,  15. 

(3.)  Urea,  total  in  twenty-four  hours,  13.5. 

(4.)  Phosphoric  acid,  grammes  per  litre,  1.1. 

(5.)  Phosphoric  acid,  total,  1. 

New  Method.— Normal  =  100. 

(1)  80,  (2)  80,  (3)  65,  (4)  45,  (5)  40;  or 
(1)A,(2)A,(3)B,(4)C,(5)C. 

It  is  seen  at  once  by  inspection  of  the  figures  or  letters  in  the  new 
method  that  the  urine  is  especially -deficient  in  phosphoric  acid,  both 
relatively  and  absolutely,  and  trouble  of  further  computation  or 
comparison  with  normal  is  saved.  It  will  be  found  convenient  to 
adopt  a  regular  order  in  marking  or  classifying,  representing  quan- 
tity of  urine  by  (1),  relative  urea  by  (2),  total  urea  by  (3),  relative 
phosphoric  acid  by  (4),  total  phosphoric  acid  by  (5).  The  figures 
in  the  new  method  represent  more  closely  the  deviations  from  nor- 
mal than  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  etc.  But  for  most  clinical  purposes  the 
letters  are  sufficient.  In  general  terms,  then,  the  urine  in  Case  1  is 
somewhat  deficient  in  total  urea,  and  especially  so  in  relative  amount 
of  phosphoric  acid  and  in  total  phosphoric  acid.  In  other  respects 
deviations  from  normal  are  not  marked,  the  deficiency  in  water  and 
in  urea,  grammes  per  litre,  being  about  the  same. 

[I  am  publishing  a  pamphlet  in  which  are  given  a  number  of 
tables^  both  in  American  and  French  measures,  and  adapted  to  all 
classes  of  cases.] 

By  this  or  any  system  which  the  physician  chooses,  the  character 
of  the  urine  from  time  to  time  should  be  noted ;  the  points  of  espe- 
cial importance  being  those  numbered  (1),  (2),  (3),  (4)  aud  (5). 
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THE  APPLICATION  OF  SKIN-GRAFTING. 

BY  M.  J.  BTTCK,  M.D.,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 

The  introduction  of  skin-grafting  to  the  profession  by  M.  Revar- 
din,  in  1870,  and  the  subsequent  researches  by  Mr.  Pollock,  marked 
an  era  in  the  advancement  of  conservative  surgery.  Many  condi- 
tions that  had  hitherto  been  irremediable  were  by  it  made  amenable 
to  treatment. 

It  is  my  purpose  in  this  brief  paper  to  describe  the  plan  of  con- 
ducting skin-grafting  that  I  have  usually  followed.  While  this 
plan  does  not  differ  essentially  from  that  laid  down  in  the  books,  yet, 
in  some  of  its  minor  details,  it  presents  advantages  that  have  led  me 
to  present  this  communication.  The  first  step  in  the  operation  should 
be  a  thorough  cleansing  of  the  surface  of  the  wound  with  water  that 
has  been  boiled  and  permitted  to  cool  suflSciently  to  allow  of  its  use 
without  producing  acute  pain.  Then,  in  case  the  granulations  are 
exuberant,  they  should  be  clipped  off  with  scissors  curved  on  the  flat, 
or,  and  I  prefer  this  latter  method,  they  should  be  treated  by  the 
application  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  stick,  by  gently  but  quickly  passing 
it  over  the  parts.  Next,  clean  lint,  anointed  with  cosmoline  or  olive 
oil  should  be  applied.  In  forty-eight  hours  this  dressing  should  be 
removed.  All  pus  and  shreds  of  tissue  should  be  removed  with  anti- 
septic absorbent  cotton  and  sterilized  water.  The  patient  is  now 
ready  for  the  application  of  the  grafts.  A  small  piece  of  skin  is 
clipped  from  one  of  the  folds  of  the  skin,  preferably  from  that  at  the 
bend  of  the  ellww,  where  this  tissue  is  the  thinnest  and  the  most  free 
from  hair.  The  portion  removed  is  next  placed  upon  a  smooth  sur- 
face with  its  epithelial  surface  up.  I  prefer  to  place  it  upon  the  nail 
of  my  left  thumb,  to  which  it  very  readily  adheres.  I  then  cut  it 
into  as  small  pieces  as  possible  with  a  delicate  knife.  To  apply 
these  small  grafts  to  the  ulcerating  surface,  I  first  puncture  the  latter 
with  a  tenotome,  and  allow  a  drop  or  so  of  blood  to  flow  from  the 
wound  thus  made;  then  I  press  the  graft  as  deeply  into  the  puncture 
as  I  can  with  the  flat  surface  of  the  blade  of  the  tenotome.  It  is 
held  in  situ  for  a  moment  or  so  in  order  to  prevent  the  blood  from 
washing  the  fragment  of  skin  away.  Following  this  method,  the 
adhesion  of  the  graft  is  furthered,  and  its  rapid  growth  insured. 

The  three  cardinal  points  in  the  practice  of  skin-grafting  are :  1. 
The  securing  of  a  clean  healthy  surface,  free  from  exuberant  granu- 
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lations  ;  this  surface  should  be  exposed  to  the  air  for  not  less  than 
one  hour  that  it  may  become  glazed.  2.  The  individual  grafts  should 
be  made  as  small  as  possible,  and  should  be  applied  quickly  after 
being  liberated  from  the  flap  of  skin  of  which  it  formed  a  part.  3. 
The  surface  of  the  ulcer  should  be  punctured  with  a  narrow  sharp- 
pointed  knife,  and  th^  graft  pressed  well  into  the  punctures. 

The  operation  having  been  completed,  perforated  oiled  silk  should 
be  placed  over  the  wound,  and  over  this  mercurialized  lint,  and  again 
over  the  lint,  antiseptic  absorbent  cotton.  The  whole  should  be  re- 
tained by  a  rather  tightly-applied  roller  bandage.  The  dressing 
should  be  renewed  not  oftener  than  once  in  three  or  four  days,  and 
the  surface  cleansed  with  antiseptic  cotton. 


DISSEMINATED  SCLEROSIS,  WITH  CASE. 

BY  W.  M.  BUTLER,  M.D.,  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
(Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  Coanty  of  Kings,  December  10, 1889.) 

I  HAVE  selected  as  the  text  for  the  present  article  the  following 
case  which  came  under  my  care  in  the  Brooklyn  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital, the  details  of  which  I  have  drawn  from  tlie  records  of  that 
institution  made  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Sawyer. 

O.  A.,  Norwegian,  set.  22;  builder,  brought  to  the  Brooklyn 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  by  ambulance  on  June  25,  1888,  suffering 
from  heat  exhaustion.  On  admission  he  presented  the  following 
symptoms :  complete  unconsciousness,  stertorous  breathing,  contracted 
pupils,  very  rapid  pulse,  and  temperature  in  the  axilla,  108°  F.  He 
was  immediately  put  into  a  cold  pack,  which  reduced  the  temperature 
to  101°  in  about  two  hours.  Injections  of  bmndy  and  glonoine 
hypodermically  were  administered.  At  3  A.M.  the  following  day, 
his  temperature  had  again  reached  104°  F.  by  a  gradual  rise  of  .4° 
each  hour.  Again  the  cold  pack  was  applied,  and  again  it  brought 
the  temperature  down  to  100°  F.  Glonoin  3  was  now  prescribed. 
Patient  was  still  unable  to  swallow.  His  pulse  remained  almost 
imperceptible ;  at  times  he  required  stimulation  by  hypodermic  in- 
jections of  brandy.  Beef-tea  and  milk  were  administered  by  rectal 
enemas.  He  regained  consciousness  on  June  27th,  about  8  a.m.  He 
could  DOW  swallow  and  take  brandy  and  milk  by  the  mouth. 
Glonoin  was  continued.  On  June  28th,  he  complained  of  a  sore  throat 
and  some  pain  in  his  head.  His  pupils  were  dilated,  and  he  became 
very  nervous;  temperature,  100° ;  I^.  Bell.  On  June  29th,  he  had 
occasional  clonic  convulsions,  followed  by  starting  up  and  trying  to 
get  out  of  bed.  His  head  was  very  hot  and  his  pupils  still  dilated. 
His  mind  was  not  rational  at  all  times.  The  throat  seemed  very 
sore  so  that  he  could  not  swallow.     Enemas  of  beef-tea  and  whisky 
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every  three  hours,  and  belladoona  internally  were  ordered.  July  1st 
brought  no  marked  change,  except  that  the  head  was  not  as  hot 
as  before,  and  he  was  able  to  swallow  occasionally.  1^.  Hell. 
July  2d,  vital  signs  normal ;  consciousness  regained.  During  the 
succeeding  two  weeks  he  gradually  developed  marked  symptoms  of 
disseminated  sclerosis.  By  July  14th  he  had  slight  control  over  any 
of  his  muscles.  Intentional  tremor  is  well  marked  so  that  the  patient 
can  with  great  difficulty  carry  a  cup  to  his  mouth,  and  often  spills 
the  contents  in  his  attempts;  pronounced  nystagmus  and  scanning 
speech ;  patellar  reflexes  exaggerated.  On  July  25th  he  could  not 
stand  or  sit  without  support.  When  he  reached  out  to  take  anything 
his  hand  came  up  with  a  jerk.  He  had  very  imperfect  control  over 
muscles  of  upper  or  lower  extremities.  During  the  remainder  of  his 
stay  in  the  hospital  he  varied  somewhat  as  to  his  symptoms,  at  times 
apparently  better,  then  worse  again.  The  characteristic  symptoms 
remaining  unchanged,  on  November  15th  he  was  by  our  advice 
removed  by  his  friends  and  sent  back  to  Norway. 

The  point  of  especial  interest  in  this  case  is  its  aetiology,  the  un- 
doubted cause  of  the  disease  being  the  patient's  exposure  to  intense 
solar  heat,  as  no  symptom  pointing  to  disseminated  sclerosis  had 
appeared  prior  to  this  exposure.  Among  the  causes  mentioned  by 
different  writers  on  this  subject  we  find  no  reference  to  sunstroke  as 
a  direct  or  indirect  agency  in  its  production.  The  causes  to  which  it 
has  been  credited  by  the  authors  at  our  command  are  heredity,  pro- 
longed exposure  to  damp  cold,  excessive  mental  and  bodily  exertion, 
intense  emotions,  traumatic  influences,  as  injury  of  the  head,  con- 
cussion of  the  entire  body,  and  railroad  injuries,  pregnancy,  hysteria, 
syphilis,  or  as  a  sequel  of  acute  diseases  like  typhus,  cholera,  or 
variola.  The  direct  relation  of  cause  and  eflect  in  the  case  just  cited 
warrants  us  in  adding  sunstroke  to  the  list  of  agencies  responsible  for 
this  most  dread  disease. 

Owing  to  the  comparative  infrequency  of  this  disease,  it  may  not 
be  unprofitable  for  us  to  briefly  consider  some  of  its  most  important 
characteristics. 

Disseminated,  multiple  insular  sclerosis,  or  sclerose  en  plaques  dis- 
seminSeSy  as  it  has  been  variously  designated  by  diflerent  authors,  is 
a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  cord. 

The  characteristic  anatomical  lesions  consist  of  hardened  foci, 
varying  in  size  from  microscopic  dots  to  granules  as  large  as  a  hazel- 
nut. Often  clearly  discernible  by  the  naked  eye,  often  of  a  hard 
cartilaginous  consistency,  they  may  be  scattered  irregularly  through 
any  part  of  the  brain  or  cord.  Although  liable  to  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  gray  or  white  matter  of  these  organs^  the  nodules  seem  to 
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show  the  greatest  predilection  for  the  anterior  columns  of  the  cord, 
the  various  parts  of  the  cortex  cerebri,  the  medulla  oblongata,  the 
floor  of  the  fourth  vgntricle,  the  pons,  corpus  callostim  and  pedunculi 
cerebri.  The  great  dissimilarity  of  distribution  of  these  nodules  in 
different  cases  explains  the  protean  character  of  the  symptomatology 
of  the  disease.  Diverse  as  the  functions  of  the  several  parts  of  the 
brain  and  cord  may  be  its  symptoms.  Any  description,  therefore,  of 
its  symptomatology  must  be  general  and  subject  to  multiple  modifi- 
cations in  individual  cases.  No  disease  more  emphatically  emphasizes 
the  importance  of  the  revelations  of  that  little  army  of  quiet  workers, 
who,  by  their  experiments  on  the  lower  animals  have  revealed  the 
peculiar  functions  of  the  different  parts  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord. 
Only  by  the  light  of  this  knowledge  could  one  understand  how  one 
and  the  same  disease  could  present  such  varied  manifestations. 

To  mention  all  the  symptoms  which  have  been  observed  in  different 
cases  of  this  disease  would  be  but  to  evert  the  normal  functions  of 
the  several  portions  of  the  brain  and  cord.  We  can  simply  notice 
the  most  common  and  prominent  symptoms,  ever  bearing  in  mind 
the  numerous  additions  and  modifications  which  the  disease  is  liable 
to  present. 

The  onset  is  usually  slow  and  first  signs  indefinite  and  uncharac- 
teristic. The  patient  complains  of  being  tired  and  weak  and  walks 
unsteadily  and  with  diflSculty.  Ankle  clonus  and  tremor  of  the  foot 
on  extension  may  be  found,  which,  with  symptoms  on  the  part  of  the 
cranial  nerves,  suggests  the  true  nature  of  the  disease.  A  marked 
belt  sensation  and  other  forms  of  pareesthesia  are  not  uncommon. 
The  condition  of  the  tendon  reflexes  depends  upon  what  portions  of 
the  cord  are  involved.  If  the  lateral  columns  alone  are  attacked, 
they  are  all  increased,  in  some  cases  to  such  a  degree  that  a  slight  tap 
on  the  knee  when  held  in  position  to  elicit  the  knee-jerk  may  cause 
oscillatory  movements  of  the  limb  and,  through  the  efforts  of  the 
patient  to  control  them,  involve  the  trunk,  head  and  opposite  side. 

In  cases  which  show  that  the  cerebrum  is  chiefly  involved,  head- 
ache, dizziness,  disturbance  of  the  speech,  temporary  darkening  of 
the  visual  field  and  weakening  of  the  memory  are  among  the  first 
symptoms  which  suggest  the  gravity  of  the  disease. 

Gradually  the  disease  increases  in  severity,  with  temporary  varia- 
tions, the  preponderance  of  the  spinal  or  cerebral  symptoms  depend- 
ing upon  the  type  of  the  disease. 

After  the  disease  has  become  fully  installed,  the  patients  are  al- 
most constantly  tortured  by  various  sensory  disturbances,  such  as 
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severe  neuralgic  pains,  frequently  associated  with  a  dull  pain  located 
in  the  deep  structures  and  involving  the  whole  lower  half  of  the 
body.  A  slight  amount  of  ansesthesia,  irregularly  distributed,  e6i)e- 
cially  in  the  lower  extremities,  at  this  time  also  appears.  Perhaps 
the  most  important  symptom,  and  the  one  usually  regarded  as  diag- 
nostic, is  the  so-called  "  intentional  tremor/'  This  consists  of  a 
peculiar  trembling,  which  invariably  occurs  when  the  patient  attempts 
any  voluntary  motion,  and  disappears  entirely,  or  diminishes,  when 
the  muscles  of  the  part  are  again  at  rest.  This  is  best  elicited  by 
causing  the  patient  to  carry  a  glass  of  water  to  the  mouth.  As  six)n 
as  the  glass  is  raised  a  series  of  oscillatory  movements  commence, 
frequently  causing  the  contents  to  be  spilled,  or,  if  he  is  successful 
in  carrying  it  to  the  mouth,  there  is  a  clattering  against  the  teeth, 
and  if  it  were  not  for  the  support  afforded  by  the  mouth  the  contents 
would  be  ejected.  At  first  this  may  only  be  seen  in  the  upper  ex- 
tremities, but  when  the  disease  is  further  advanced,  all  the  limbs,  as 
well  as  the  muscles  supporting  the  trunk  and  head,  become  involved. 
The  result  is  that  the  body,  and  especially  the  head,  even  when  the 
patient  is  at  rest,  is  subject  to  a  constant  tremor,  which  is  greatly 
increased  by  any  movement.  The  hands  l>ecome  incapable  of  any 
fine  mechanical  manipulations,  the  handwriting  showing  the  charac- 
teristic tremor  which  at  last  renders  all  writing  impossible. 

Another  prominent  symptom  is  the  tonic  contraction  of  the  mus- 
cles of  the  lower  extremities.  This  first  appears  only  in  isolated  at- 
tacks of  spasmodic  extension,  which  may  be  produced  by  exertion 
or' excitement.  As  the  disease  advances  these  attacks  become  more 
and  more  frequent,  until  a  condition  of  permanent  extension  prevails, 
rendering  the  legs  as  rigid  as  sticks  and  incapable  of  locomotion. 
The  tendon  reflexes  are  also  augmented,  and  clonic  twitching  of  one 
or  both  legs  may  be  excited  by  passive  dorsal  flexion  of  the  foot, 
cutaneous  irritation,  voluntary  movements,  and  by  the  acts  of  defeca- 
tion or  micturition. 

Although  of  rarer  occurrence,  the  same  state  of  contraction  may 
prevail  in  the  upper  extremities. 

The  most  prominent  of  the  cerebral  disturbances  is  the  so-called 
"scanning  speech,"  a  pronunciation  of  each  syllable  separately  and 
distinctly  in  a  slow,  drawling  and  hesitating  manner,  in  a  weak,  low, 
monotonous  tone  of  voice,  always  pitched  upon  the  same  key.  Later 
on,  certain  letters  are  indistinctly  pronounced  and  replaced  by  others. 
In  the  most  intense  form  the  speech  may  become  entirely  unintelligi- 
ble. 
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In  certain  cases  the  symptoms  of  bulbar  paralysis  also  appear. 

The  most  common  of  the  eye  symptoms  is  that  of  nystagmus,  the 
eyes  being  constantly  subjected  to  short  twitches  in  a  horizontal 
direction,  and  drawn  sometimes  outward  and  sometimes  inward. 
These  motions  may  occur  persistently  or  only  during  forced  accom- 
modation, or  when  a  movement  occurs  in  the  extremities,  the  eyes 
showing  nothing  abnormal  during  rest.  Amblyopia  and  diplopia 
are  also  found,  but  less  frequently. 

More  or  less  psychical  disturbance  usually  appears,  varying  from 
slight  mental  weakening  to  intense  melancholia  or  pronounced 
mania. 

Perhaps  the  most  constant  cerebral  symptom  is  that  of  vertigo, 
which  may  appear  among  the  first  signs  of  the  disease  and  persist 
during  its  entire  course.  The  form  of  vertigo  is  usually  of  the  turn- 
ing variety,  the  patients  themselves  experiencing  a  sensation  of  con- 
tinual motion,  or  else  the  objects  about  them  seem  subjected  to  one 
persistent  gyration. 

Another  group  of  symptoms  consists  of  a  peculiar  form  of  apoplec- 
tic attacks.  These  attacks  are  said  by  Charcot  to  occur  in  about 
one-fifth  of  the  cases.  After  slight  oppression  of  the  head,  with  more 
or  less  mental  dulness,  the  patient  sinks  into  a  deep  coma. '  The  face 
becomes  flushed,  the  head  hot,  pulse  very  rapid  and  the  temperature 
rises  to  104°-106f  °  F.  Very  soon  hemiplegia  appears,  shown  by  a 
complete  relaxation  of  the  extremities  of  one  side.  After  one  or  two 
days,  consciousness  returns,  the  temperature  falls,  the  patient  drops 
into  a  natural  sleep  from  which  he  awakens  well,  with  the  exception 
of  the  paralysis,  which  usually  lasts  a  few  days  longer  and  then  en- 
tirely disappears.  Several  of  these  attacks  may  occur,  or  death  ensue 
during  the  stage  of  deep  coma.  When  death  does  not  occur,  the 
disease  is  invariably  aggravated  by  each  attack. 

Formidable  as  this  array  of  symptoms  appears,  the  duration  of  the 
disease  is  nsually  long  and  tedious.  Although  some  are  fortunate 
enough  to  die  in  one  or  two  years,  the  majority  drag  out  a  wretched 
existence  for  a  much  longer  period.  Some  have  been  known  to  pass 
twenty  years  of  this  living  death,  while  its  ordinary  duration  is  from 
five  to  ten  years. 

Treatment  thus  far  has  proven  entirely  fruitless.  All  cases  in 
which  the  disease  existed  without  doubt  have  ended  in  death. 
Whether  the  future  will  develop  any  means  of  cure  more  effectual 
remains  to  be  seen,  but  the  chances  of  this  result  seem,  at  present, 
very  slight. 
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A  CRITICISM  OF  THE  THEORY  OF  THE  VERTEBRAL  FORMATION 
OF  THE  SKULL. 

BY  D.   L.  SNTDER,   M.D.,   PHILADELPHIA. 

Those  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  Prof.  A.  R. 
Thomas's  lectures  on  anatomy,  will  recollect  his  division  of  the 
cranium  into  three  vertebrsB,  or  parts  corresponding  to  the  same. 
The  illustrious  Goethe  was  probably  the  first  to  propound  such  a 
theory,  and  although  it  contains  a  spark  of  truth,  yet  in  the  main,  it 
seems  almost  totally  incorrect  and  open  to  serious  and  even  fatal  ob- 
jections. Viewing  a  skull  on  the  inside,  we  may  easily  imagine  that 
the  occipital  bone  corresponds  to  one  vertebra,  the  sphenoid  and 
parietal  bones  to  a  second,  and  the  frontal  bone  to  a  third.  If  such 
an  idea  of  the  composition  of  the  skull  is  correct,  it  has  meaning  only 
in  the  light  of  evolution  and  implies  that  the  brain  case  has  been 
formed  by  the  enlargement  and  development  of  three  vertebrae.  To 
assert  that  such  an  arrangement  has  been  made  simply  to  carry  out  a 
unity  of  plan,  is  to  make  a  blank  statement  of  a  kind  once  common 
with  comparative  anatomists,  which  is  unsupported  by  reason  and 
contradictory  to  the  facts  of  comparative  anatomy.  In  a  limited  and 
altered  sense,  the  skull  does  correspond  to  vertebrae  and  is  homologous 
with  the  same ;  but  truly  homologous  structures  should  be  homo- 
genetic or  derived  from  corresponding  parts.  When  it  is  stated  that 
the  vertebral  theory  of  the  skull  is  accepted,  the  thought  that  natur- 
ally arises  is  that  we  are  to  consider  that  the  skull  cavity  has  been 
formed  by  the  expansion  of  vertebrae.  It  is  to  such  an  idea  that 
exception  is  here  taken,  and  not  taken  because  evolution  is  opposed, 
but  because  it  is  upheld.  As  criticism  on  a  subject  like  the  one  under 
consideration  deserves  but  little  space  in  a  medical  journal,  brevity 
will  be  used  even  to  the  extent  of  endangering  the  clearness  of  posi- 
tion, but  it  is  hoped  that  the  remarks  made  will  illustrate  a  fruitful 
method  of  studying  anatomy,  and  in  fact,  the  only  one  by  which  it 
can  be  understandingly  studied.  That  no  such  simple  explanation 
as  the  one  given  by  Prof.  Thomas  will  account  for  the  structures  as 
found,  is  evidenced  by  the  facts  of  comparative  anatomy,  embryology 
and  even  human  anatomy.  In  descending  the  scale  of  the  vertebrate 
series,  who  can  trace  the  gradual  compression  and  dwindling  of  the 
so-called  "  skull  vertebrae ''  into  vertebrae  similar  to  the  remaining 
ones  of  the  spinal  column?  and  who  can  show  that  the  early  em- 
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biyoDic  formation  of  the  skull  and  spinal  column  is  the  same  or 
similar  ?  If  the  vertebral  theory  is  correct,  all  facts  bearing  on  the 
subject  should  harmonize  and  support  it,  but  instead  of  doing  so, 
they  seem  to  antagonize  and  even  contradict  it.  While  comparative 
anatomists  were  busy  discussing  the  composition  of  the  skull  accord- 
ing to  the  new  theory,  Prof.  Huxley  reminded  them  of  the  fact  that 
in  the  embryonic  formation,  the  skull  is  not  developed  from  separated 
and  distinct  parts  but  from  a  sac  in  which  no  traces  of  vertebrae  are 
present.  This  accords  well  with  the  fact  that  lower  vertebrates  as 
selachians  and  even  some  ganoids,  have  a  cartilaginous  cranium 
without  sections.  Ontogeny,  being  somewhat  of  a  repetition  of 
phylogony,  the  embryo,  accordingly,  should  not  have  its  skull  start 
as  vertebrae  but  as  a  structure  without  divisions.  If  the  idea  or 
theory  under  criticism  is  correct,  the  skull  and  vertebrae  proper, 
should  commence  alike  and  afterwards  differentiate.  Is  it  not 
probable  that  the  resemblance  of  the  bones  of  the  skull  to  vertebrae 
is  fanciful  and  accidental  ?  It  would  seem  more  so  when  we  recollect 
that  the  same  division  is  not  made  by  all  anatomists,  and  some  even 
carry  the  division  into  the  bones  of  the  face.  We  might  with  safety 
say  that  our  skulls  would  have  been  composed  of  vertebrae  had  it  not 
been  that  the  developing  brain  and  other  causes  obliterated  traces  of 
the  same  both  in  ancestors  and  embryos.  We  have  facts  bearing  on 
the  subject  which  will,  in  some  measure,  allow  us  to  form  a  judgment 
of  the  number  of  segments  that  would  have  composed  our  skulls  had 
this  segmentation  been  allowed  to  continue  or  perhaps  to  commence. 
A  fact  of  comparative  anatomy  that  is  sure  death  to  all  former  ver- 
tebral theories  is  that  our  skulls  have  not  been  derived  from  the 
primitive  cartilaginous  cranium  which  alone,  if  it  were  segmented, 
would  be  homologous  with  vertebrae,  but  many  bony  additions  have 
heen  added  from  dermal  and  mucous  structures,  which  have  displaced 
the  primitive  cartilaginous  skull. 

If  we  should  say  that  the  lower  jaw  is  homologous  with  ribs,  we 
would  make  the  same  mistake  that  the  early  supporters  of  the 
vertebral  theory  made  in  regard  to  the  skull,  because  the  lower  jaw 
is  not  derived  from  Meckel's  cartilage  (which  is  homologous  with 
ribs),  but  displaces  it,  the  cartilage  disappearing.  In  a  similar  man- 
ner, it  would  seem,  have  our  primitive  skulls  been  largely  displaced 
in  a  manner  shown  by  the  study  of  lower  forms  of  fishes.  Early 
in  embryonic  life  there  runs  a  cartilaginous  cord  along  the  back  of 
the  embryo.  It  is  about  this  that  the  vertebrae  form  and  help  to 
s^ment  it.     According  to  evolution  principles,  it  is  reproduced  by 
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inheritanoe  from  early  forms  intermediate  between  vertebrates  and 
invertebrates,  somewhat  represented  at  the  present  day  by  that  most 
interesting  animal  the  amphioxus.  Now  we  can  regard  as  homol- 
ogous with  vertebrae  only  those  structures  that  are  formed  about  this 
notochord  ;  and,  as  this  extends  into  the  occipital  and  sphenoid  bones 
only,  those  in  front  must  be  regarded  as  additions,  bearing  no  rela- 
tion with  vertebrae.  In  the  embryo,  we  have  five  cartilaginous  arches 
connected  with  the  braiu-case,  and  five  vascular  arches.  As  these 
arches  are  homologous  with  ribs,  and  as  we  have  one  pair  to  each 
vertebra,  we  should  conclude,  from  this  fact  alone,  that  the  number 
of  vertebrae  composing  our  skulls  is  five  instead  of  three  as  given 
by  the  advocates  of  the  theory  under  criticism.  It  completely  over- 
throws the  idea  that  there  are  only  three.  If,  however,  we  decide 
that  five  is  the  correct  count,  we  fall  into  a  grave  error,  because  the 
study  of  the  embryology  of  fishes  reveals  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  skull  ribs  is  greater  than  five,  and,  as  in  man,  some  of  these  dis- 
appear before  mature  development.  The  number  of  these  arches  has, 
therefore,  most  likely  been  diminishing  in  the  upward  development 
of  vertebrates,  and  we  receive  the  intimation  that  the  primitive 
number  must  have  been  quite  large,  and,  corresponding  to  these,  the 
number  of  skull  vertebrae  (if  such  existed)  equally  large.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  cranial  nerves  correspond  to  vertebral  nerves,  and  it  is  so 
argued  by  Professor  Daltou  in  his  Physiology,  Leaving  out  the 
nerves  of  special  sense,  which  bear  no  such  relation,  we  have  nine 
pairs  remaining,  which  number,  if  none  in  the  course  of  evolution 
have  become  aborted,  would  be  the  number  of  parts  corresponding 
to  vertebrae  out  of  which  our  skulls  have  been  evolved.  Here  we 
find  support  to  the  intimation  given  us  by  the  visceral  arches,  and 
we  are  forced  to  admit  that  the  artificial  division  of  the  skull  into 
vertebrae  is  entirely  incorrect  and  fanciful,  it  receiving  no  support 
from  anatomical  facts  bearing  on  the  subject.  The  study  of  com- 
parative anatomy  would  lead  us  to  believe  that  some  portion  of  the 
occipital  bone,  and,  possibly,  some  of  the  sphenoid,  are  derived  from 
structures  bearing  some  relation  to  vertebrae,  but  the  most  of  the 
skull  evidently  bears  no  relationship  with  the  same.  I  hope  that 
the  difference  of  opinion  here  indicated  is  more  apparent  than  real, 
and  would  even  be  glad  to  find  that  it  depends  upon  a  misunder- 
standing on  my  part. 
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THE  WORK  OF  REVISION  BY  THE  MEDICAL  INVESTIGATION  CLUB  OF 
BALTIMORE-A  CRITICAL  ANALYSIS. 

BT  CONRAD  WE88ELIKEFT,  M.D.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Following  out  certain  carefully  elaborated  principles  stated  with 
their  reasons  in  the  N.  E,  Med.  Goaette  of  June,  1886  {Our  Methods 
of  Drug-Promng\  a  number  of  analytical  studies  based  on  these 
principles  have  been  published  in  that  journal  under  the  following 
titles :  ^^ Rules  and  Suggestions  according  to  vJiich  Provings  ure  to  be 
Tested  and  Analyzed  in  Reference  to  Hieir  Validity/'  followed  by  an 
analysis  and  summary  of  cactus  and  hyoscyamus  by  Dr.  C.  Wessel- 
hceft,  N.  E.  Med,  QazeUe,  December,  1888. 

"  Analysis  and  Summary  of  Iodine,"  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Sutherland,  tftid., 
January,  1889.  The  numbers  of  that  journal  of  August,  September, 
and  December  contained  more  or  less  elaborated  articles  bearing  u|)on 
the  subject* 

It  was  to  be  hoped  and  expected  that  these  initiatory  articles  would 
create  an  interest  in  a  subject  which  had  lain  dormant  since  the  be- 
ginning of  hom€eo{)athy,  namely,  the  investigation  of  the  real  value 
of  an  enormous  accumulation  of  material  in  the  form  of  provings. 
This  expectation  was  realized  to  a  fuller  extent  than  is  often  the 
case  where  an  old  beaten  path  is  to  be  abandoned  for  a  new  one,  pre- 
senting many  serious  difficulties,  consisting^  in  this  instance,  chiefly 
of  much  work  which  could  only  be  carried  on  by  the  united  efforts 
of  many. 

The  work  already  done  by  many  individuals,  bears  testimony  to 
the  recognition  of  the  reasons  advanced  for  the  necessity  of  the  work, 
as  well  as  to  the  lil>erality  of  methods  proposed  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object. 

The  work  was  distinctly  inaugurated  in  1886,  and  has  progressed 
for  three  years  without  disparagement  from  any  quarter  far  into 
1889,  when  there  appeared  in  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly  of 
June,  1889,  an  article  bearing  the  title  "  A  Neio  and  Scientific  Materia 
Medica  Based  upon  Pure  Patkogenesyy'  by  the  Medical  Investigation 
Club  of  Baltimore,  This  article  begins  with  setting  forth  the  im- 
portance of  '*  studying  and  constructing  the  homoeopathic  materia 
medica  upon  a  strictly  scientific  basis,''  and  without  the  least  allusion 
to  what  had  already  been  done,  proceeds  as  if  no  one  had  ever  thought 
of  such  a  plan  before ;  furthermore,  by  adopting  the  designation 
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"  synthetic,""  and  by  laying  great  stress  on  the  formality  ©f  placing 
an  ^'exponent"  (meaning  the  number  of  provers  corroborating  a 
symptom)  over  certain  symptoms^  it  endeavors  to  create  the  impres- 
sion, that  it  has  discovered  the  only  true  plan  of  work^and  attains  the 
only  reliable  results, — thus  justifying  the  belief  in  the  intention  of 
persuading  physicians  that  the  work  previously  done  under  the  de- 
signation of  '^critical  analysis"  is  all  wrong  and  undeserving  of 
notice.  Not  until  the  appearance  of  the  Deceml)eF  number  of  the 
Hahnemannian,  was  any  notice  taken  of  previous  work  in  critical 
analysis. 

This  is  not,  and  never  can  be  made  a  question  of  priority.  Those 
who  have  read,  and  may  yet  read,  the  ample  analyses  and  explana- 
tory articles  on  this  subject,  will  have  no  difficulty  in  deciding  this 
q^uestion.  What  the  Medical  Investigation  Club,  of  Baltimore, 
may  have  thought  or  intended  in  1887  or  many  years  earlier,  is  of  no 
weight.  Literary  usage  is  explicit  and  inexorable  on  this  point  and 
decides  it  alone  aceording  to  the  date  of  its  publication. 

Critical  analysis  is  not  claimed  by  us  as  a  new  invention  ;  it  is  as 
old  as  the  world  of  letters  ;  but  its  special  method  of  application  to 
the  materia  roedica  is  ours,  and  cannot  be  claimed  without  unfair- 
ness by  others,  even  if  they  try  to  express  it  in  other  words^  such  as 
"  synthetic,^'  "  new  and  scientific,''  etc. 

The  question  of  priority  being  set  at  rest^  we  beg  to  be  permitted 
to  turn  to  the  real  question,  as  to  whether  the  *'  new  and  scientific"' 
or  ^^  synthetic"  method  differs  or  is  superior  to  the  one  previously 
adopted  by  us.  A  brief  examination  of  the  objections  enumerated  iu 
the  Hahnemannian,  of  December,  188%  will,,  we  trust,  explain 
the  matter. 

Here,  as  well  as  in  the  June  article,  this  method  is  distinguished 
by  the  term  "  synthetic,"  and  thus  made  to  appear  as  if  it  were  some- 
thing new  and  entirely  original,  we  fear,  by  placing  too  much,  depen- 
dence upon  the  hasty  judgment  of  readers  fascinated  by  such  technieal 
terms ;  for  the  enlightenment  of  these,  if  any  there  are;  be  it  said 
that  synthetic  means  putting  together,  analysis  means  separating 
something  into  its  component  parts.  Hence  synthesis  or  putting 
together  is  impossible  when  the  things  put  together  or  reunited  have 
never  been  separated  or  analyzed.  The  Investigation  Club  seems  to 
take  special  pride  in  avoiding  or  concealing  its  method  of  separation 
of  chaotic  masses  for  the  purposes  of  examination,  and  expects  that  the 
reader  should  content  himself  with  what  they  claim  to  have  rewiited 
in  an  arrangement  which  may  fairly  be  styled  arbitrary,  unless  the 
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reader  is  told  how  the  parts  re-united  (synthetically)  were  found. 
This  met/tod  of  seeking  far  and  finding  $uit  which  is  vabiable  in  con- 
tradiMndum  to  that  vJhich  is  useless,  is  what  the  student  has  a  right 
to  know,  and  it  is  careless  or  unjust  to  withhold  tliis  information 
from  those  who  should  be  enlisted  in  the  work. 

The  discovery  of  the  useful  results  of  provings,  their  separation 
from  chaotic  accumulations  of  a  century,  can  only  be  consummated 
by  some  method  of  separation  into  its  component  parts  "(analysis),  by 
the  comparison  of  these  separated  parts,  as  to  pathological  value;  as 
to  pathological  agreement  ^concordance),  and  as  to  agreement  in  mode 
of  expression  (congruence).  This  requires  expert  knowledge,  thought 
and  judgment  in  the  sifting  process ;  this  is  critical  work  joined  with 
analysis.    After  this  follows  the  synthetic  summary,  and  not  till  then. 

One  who  ignores  this,  or  who,  making  use  of  it,  fails  to  describe 
his  method  of  sifting,  also  fails  in  giving  his  work  the  proper  value 
of  authenticity,  and  this  is  the  flagrant  fault  of  the  "  new  and  scien- 
tific method.''  The  reader  is  nowhere  told  how  the  ** exponents'' 
were  discovered,  or,  being  named,  what  their  real  or  possible  value  is. 

That  no  limit  is  set  in  the  analytical  method,  either  to  preparation 
or  degree  of  subdivision,  is  made  subject  of  rebuke. 

Whatever  one  may  think  of  high  attenuation,  he  must  remember 
that  it  has  played  its  part  and  has  influenced  the  entire  history  of  our 
school.  However  emphatically  a  physician  may  be  opposed  to  ex- 
treme attenuation,  he  has  no  other  resource  in  combating  it  than  to 
disprove  it  by  intelligible  reasons  and  demonstrations.  If  he  cannot 
furnish  these,  his  opposition  will  be  ineffectual.  If  he  accept  the 
challenge,  mere  declarations  of  opinion  against  it  avail  nothing. 

The  probable  limit  of  subdivision  demonstrated  by  the  writer  and 
accepted  by  the  Committee  of  the  American  Institute  (originally  in 
charge  of  Hughes's  OyclopcBdia,  for  convenience  left  in  the  trust- 
worthy hands  of  Drs.  Dake  and  Hughes)  needs  yet  further  corrobo- 
ration to  satisfy  physicians.  Such  corroboration,  that  is,  the  limit  of 
attenuation  available  in  proving,  is  demonstrable-  alone  by  eritical 
analysis  applied  in  whatever  method  a  worker  may  adopt. 

The  simple  prin<Siple  of  selecting  that  which  reasonably  agrees, 
and  of  rgecting  the  non-concordant  and  incongruous,  the  vague  and 
desultory  methods  of  proving,  will  and  does  determine  this  mooted 
question,  upon  the  solution  of  which  the  progress  of  pure  homoeopa- 
thy depends.  Hence  we  include  in  our  analysis  all  provings,  and 
the  work  has  already  progressed  far  enough  to  demonstrate  its  value 
io  determining  the  merits  of  various  potencies. 
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If  these  results  are  to  be  eventually  collected  in  book-form  for 
general  distribution,  the  analysis  of  all  provings  from  all  potencies 
must  be  retained.  If  in  studies  for  private  use,  the  writer  or  any  one 
else,  being  guided  by  good  and  valid  reasons,  excludes  from  the 
enormous  labor  of  critical  comparison  all  provings  made  with  atten- 
uations above  a  certain  degree  of  the  scale,  he  is  perfectly  justi  Bed  in 
doing  so,  thus  avoiding  much  (to  his  mind)  useless  work  which, 
without  common  consent,  cannot  be  spared  the  author  of  a  new  and 
scientific  materia  medica  designed  for  general  publication. 

It  is  made  to  appear  as  if  as  a  matter  of  principle  Hughes's  Cydo- 
peedia  were  set  aside  in  preference  for  Allen's.  This  has  nowhere 
been  done  or  intended.  Tl^  writer,  having  the  honor  of  being  one 
of  the  sponsors  of  Hughes's  invaluable  work,  is  the  last  to  discredit 
a  b<x>k  which  is  his  daily  companion ;  but  if  it  is  intended  to  demon- 
strate the  value  of  high  and  low  (>otencies,  Allen's  work  containing 
records  of  all  provings,  constitutes  the  safest  basis  for  analyses  for 
general  publication,  aside  from  the  convenience  of  its  arrangement, 
which  in  the  use  of  Dr.  Hughes's  work  has  first  to  be  made  before 
comparisons  are  undertaken. 

It  is  not  conducive  to  that  degree  of  harmony  which  should  pre- 
vail among  un.selfish  workers  in  a  common  field  to  find  themselves 
ridiculed  on  account  of  the  many  square  feet  of  paper  occupied  in  the 
making  of  charts,  and  to  find  their  form  of  diarts  treated  as  if  it 
constituted  an  essential  feature  of  analysis. 

In  the  rules  and  suggestions  repeatedly  published  in  the  N.  E. 
Gazette,  June,  '86,  in  December,  '88,  and  in  Transadions  of  the  Iristi- 
tutey  '89,  the  writer  has  conscientiously  guarded  his  propositions 
against  the  absurd  imputation  that  the  form  or  method  of  charts 
suggested  is  the  only  and  inviolable  one ;  it  was  there  stated,  where 
all  might  see  who  would  take  the  trouble,  that "  in  the  special  method 
of  criticsilly  examining  a  proving  it  shoiUd  be  left  to  each  to  find  his 
own  technical  method,  but  the  following  is  proposed  as  a  guide"  The 
writer  states,  a  few  lines  further  on:  "These  suggestions  can  be 
modified,  abbreviated  or  extended  by  each  critic  of  provings." 

The  Investigation  Club,  having  simply  availed  themselves  of  this 
general,  self-evident  privilege,  have  violated  the  rules  of  fair  play  in 
harping  on  the  absurdities  of  the  form  of  charts,  particularly  inas- 
much as  they  withhold  all  and  every  information  as  to  how  they  ob- 
tained their  results.  There  are  easy  and  unreliable  methods,  and 
others  requiring  much  thought  and  labor,  which  it  is  more  diflficult 
to  follow  than  to  ignore  or  ridicule. 
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To  emphasize  the  impression  intended  concerning  the  absurdity 
of  our  humble  efforts,  the  assertion  is  paraded  that  "only'^  the 
symptoms  of  three  or  more  provers  are  to  be  used,  which  plan  is 
said  to  have  been  modified  by  Dr.  T.  F.  Allen.  •  This  and  many 
other  incorrect  statements  occur,  which  are  herewith  submitted  to 
the  eminent  author  referred  to  for  correction. 

The  words  in  the  original  plan  (see  *'  Rules  and  Suggestions,"  pub- 
lished also  in  the  Hahnemannian  and  North  Amerioan  Journal), 
are :  '*  To  accept  the  effects  only  which  are  eorroboraJted  by  numerous  tests, 
of  which  there  should  be  no  less  than  three.*^ 

In  the  face  of  this  j>erfectly  broad  and  reasonable  rule,  the  state- 
ment (No.  4)  "  that  only  symptoms  that  have  been  experienced  by 
three  or  more  provers  are  to  be  used,''  is  a  conspicuous  distortion 
of  the  rule  which  calls  for  numerous  tests. 

If  any  rules  as  to  percentage  were  adopted,  they  were  to  be,  as 
should  be  the  case  with  conscientious  and  earnest  workers,  tem- 
porary and  tentative.  As  for  the  writer,  he  committe<l  himself 
simply  to  the  opinion  that  the  percentage  of  symptoms  to  be  con 
sidered  valid  should  be  determined  only  by  careful  weighing  an 
comparison  of  values,  the  mere  clerical  enumeration  of  consonan. 
phrases  being  quite  unreliable. 

Next  to  the  claim  of  the  "  synthetic"  principle  of  the  new  materia 
medica,  the  greatest  ado  is  made  about  the  so-called  ^^  exponent,"  the 
figure  placed  at  the  end  of  and  above  a  symptom  to  denote  the 
number  of  provers  by  whom  it  was  confirmed.  Dr.  O'Connor  is 
generously  accredited  with  the  introduction  of  this  "  feature,"  which 
is  dilated  upon  and  so  often  brought  to  the  reader's  notice,  that  it  is 
evidently  r^arded  by  the  authors  as  an  essential  principle  intro- 
duced by  and  peculiar  to  the  new  "synthetic"  method. 

The  Investigation  Club  have  strangely  missed  the  mark,  for  in 
every  article  written  on  the  subject  by  the  writer  and  his  co-workers, 
the  vital  importance  of  designating  the  number  of  corroborative 
provings  is  insisted  upon,  an4  has  been  stated  and  distinctly  applied 
in  the  explanatory  introduction  to  each  drug  analyzed,  where  those 
who  will,  can  readily  find  it. 

As  we  are  endeavoring  to  gain  co-operation  in  a  new  and  laborious 
method  of  investigating  provings,  in  devising  methods  of  discover- 
ing that  which  is  authentic  and  useful,  and  of  discarding  that  which 
is  unessential,  it  was  necessary  to  instruct  the  learner  in  the  working 
of  our  method,  and  the  course  of  reasoning  underlying  it,  hence  the 
first  analyses  were  given  in  detail  and  every  comparison  broadly  ex- 
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plained  in  the  introduction,  where  the  numbers  of  corroborative  as 
well  as  of  discordant  provings  were  stated,  and  where  they  properly 
belong  in  illustrative  paradigms. 

To  place  such  numbers  at  the  end  of  a  symptom  as  '' exponents/' 
though  very  useful,  is  simply  a  matter  of  form,  not  one  of  principle. 
The  form  is  a  matter  of  convenience  only,  the  principle  of  denoting 
corroborations  is  vital,  and  to  deny  that  it  has  not  always  been  em- 
phasized by  us,  is  not  conducive  to  a  fair  understanding. 

The  claims  of  novelty  and  originality  of  the  "new  and  scientific 
materia  medica"  are  so  ill-sustained  that  the  most  cursory  reader 
familiar  with  all  antecedents,  would  at  once  discover  that  there  is 
nothing  new  or  distinctive  in  it;  not  even  in  r^ard  to  the  formality 
of  the  "  exponent." 

Our  synthetic  arrangement  is  everywhere  explained,  a  matter  un- 
accountably avoided  by  the  Investigation  Club.  If  they  repudiate 
and  ridicule  our  synoptical  charts,  let  them  avail  themselves  of  our 
freely  and  plainly  expressed  proposition  contained  in  and  pro- 
mulgated with  the  writer's  earliest  plan,  to  find  another  and  better 
method  of  critically  examining  provings.  (See  article  on  "  The  Use 
of  Charts,''  N.  R  Gazette,  December,  1889.) 

Meantime  let  the  work  go  on,  and  if  newer  and  better  methods 
and  terms  are  suggested,  they  will  find  ready  acceptance,  if  intro- 
duced in  a  co-operative  spirit;  but  none  will  assist  and  many  will 
be  repelled  by  infusing  a  partisan  feeling  or  monopolization. 

In  no  article  has  the  writer,  or  those  who  have  kindly  adopted 
his  suggestions,  insisted  that  their  methods  were  perfect,  but  open  to 
improvements;  why,  then,  cannot  the  Investigation  Club  of  Balti- 
more assist  as  others  have  done  and  are  doing?  If  so,  they  will 
find  their  labors  welcomed  by  the  whole  profession. 


SUPRA-PUBIC  LITHOTOMY 


(Partial  Report  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas's  Surgical  Clinio.--Hahnemaiin  College  Hospital, 
January  18, 1890.) 

The  first  case  to  be  brought  before  you  this  morning  is  that  of  an 
adult  male,  under  middle  age,  who  has  for  several  years  past  suffered 
from  stone  in  the  bladder.  The  presence  of  this  stone  has  been 
positively  determined  by  touching  it  with  the  instrument  known  as 
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the  stone  soudcI  or  searoher,  with  which  most  of  you  are  familiar, 
and  I  purpose  now  to  remove  this  calculus  by  the  operation  known  as 
the  supra-pubic  lithotomy.  We  have,  as  you  know,  a  number  of  pro- 
cedures at  our  disposal  for  the  removal  of  stone  from  the  bladder,  the 
special  applicability  and  value  of  each  being  determined  by  a  variety 
of  conditions  and  circumstances.  In  a  general  way  we  may  say  that 
a  stone  may  be  crushed  into  fragments  and  washed  from  the  bladder 
by  the  way  of  the  urethra,  or  it  may  be  removed  unbroken  through 
an  incision  in  the  bladder-walls.  The  first  method,  that  by  crushing, 
is  known  as  UiJiotrity  or  lithotripsy  ;  the  second,  or  cutting  operation, 
being  called  lithotomy.  Within  a  few  years  past,  the  crushing  oper- 
ation has  been  greatly  modified  and  improved  by  an  American  sur- 
geon. Dr.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  so-  that  instead  of  carrying  out  the 
process  in  repeated  short  sittings  of  a  few  minutes  each,  thus  remov- 
ing but  a  little  of  the  stone  at  each  sitting,  the  operator  is  able  to 
break  up  the  stone  at  once  and  immediately  remove  the  fragments 
by  means  of  suitably  constructed  urethral  tubes  and  pumps.  This 
special  method  has  been  called  by  its  originator,  lithotapaan/j  and  has 
almost  entirely  superseded  the  old  method.  By  this  operation,  under 
favorable  conditions,  stones  of  considerable  size  may  be  crushed  and 
removed  at  one  sitting.  Litholapaxy  is  applicable  to  all  cases  oc- 
curring in  adults,  or  at  least  adolescents,  where  the  stone  is  freely 
movable  and  not  of  great  size,  unless  it  be  soft  in  structure.  A 
roomy  urethra  is  naturally  a  necessity  in  this  operation  on  account 
of  the  large  size  of  the  instruments  required  in  its  successful  perform- 
ance. In  suitable  cases,  there  is  no  operation  for  stone  so  perfect  in 
its  immediate  results  or  so  safe;  its  mortality-rate  being  probably  as 
low  as  6  per  cent.  No  cutting  operation  shows  so  low  a  percentage 
excepting  the  lateral  incision  through  th»  perinaeum,  and  this  only 
in  the  case  of  young  children,  where  its  death-rate  is  even  lower  than 
that  of  litholapaxy,  being  somewhere  about  3  per  cent.  The 
general  mortality  of  the  lateral  operation,  including  all  ages,  is,  how- 
ever, far  from  being  so  favorable,  running  probably  as  high  as  25  per 
cent.  The  only  other  cutting  operation  through  the  perinaeum  is 
that  known  as  the  median  lithotomy,  in  which  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  is  reached  by  incision  through  the  raphe  of  the  perinseum  ; 
its  death-rate  is  low,  not  reaching  10  per  cent,  but  its  application  is 
limited  to  stones  of  small  size.  The  only  remaining  procedure  neces- 
sary for  me  to  consider  is  the  so-called  high  operation  or  supra-pubic 
lithotomy  in  which  the  bladder  is  opened  at  its  fundus  through  an 
incision  in  the  abdominal  wall  just  above  the  pubes.     Until  within 
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a  comparatively  few  years  this  operation  was  reserved  for  cases  of 
enormous  calculi,  and  those  in  which  the  perineal  methods  had  failed, 
and,  in  consequence,  its  death-rate  was  far  above  even  the  lateral 
lithotomy.  Of  late  years  this  method  has  been  rapidly  growing  in 
favor  and,  more  especially  since  the  introduction  of  antiseptic  sur- 
gery, its  death>rate  has  steadily  lowered,  until  now  it  stands,  for 
medium  and  large  stones  and  all  ages,  decidedly  below  that  of  the 
lateral  perineal  o()eration.  Its  death-rate  is  probably  less  than  15 
per  cent.  In  the  hands  of  some  operators  it  has  been  much  lower 
than  this.  A  Russian  surgeon  has  recently  reported  a  hundred  cases 
without  a  death.  For  very  hard,  large  or  encysted  stones  it  is  cer- 
tainly superior  to  any  other  procedure. 

To  briefly  recapitulate,  I  am  fairly  safe  in  saying  that  the  lai^ 
majority  of  surgeons  of  the  present  day  would  place  the  indications 
for  choice  of  operation  as  follows  : 

LitKolapaxy,  for  adults  with  capacious  urethras,  small  and  medium 
sized,  even  hard  stones  which  are  freely  movable  in  the  bladder,  and 
stones  of  large  size,  if  they  be  soft. 

Supra-pyhio  lithotomy,  for  all  ages,  and  when  from  the  pocketing 
of  the  stone,  its  large  size,  great  density,  or  when,  from  an  irreme- 
diable narrowing  of  the  urethra,  the  litholapaxy  is  ruled  out. 

Lateral  lithotomy,  especially  adapted  to  removal  of  medium 
sized  stones  in  young  children,  where  it  may  still  rival  the  high 
operation. 

Median  lithotomy,  to  he  limited  to  extraction  of  small  stones,  which 
for  some  good  reason  cannot  be  safely  crushed. 

In  the  case  now  being  etherized,  although  he  has  a  capacious 
urethra  and  a  movable  stone,  I  am  obliged,  as  you  see  from  what  I 
have  ^id,  to  rule  out  the  crushing  operation,  from  the  fact  that  upon 
grasping  the  stone  at  random  with  the  lithotrite  I  find  it  measures 
in  one  diameter  nearly  two  inches,  and  the  bite  of  the  lithotrite 
blades  upon  it  gives  me  the  sensation  of  extreme  hardness.  The 
stone  being  hard  and  above  the  average  in  size,  and  the  patient  an 
adult,  I  further  do  not  hesitate  to  rule  out  the  lateral  lithotomy,  and 
shall  now  proceed  to  remove  it  by  the  supra-pubic  method. 

The  patient,  as  you  see,  is  placed  upon  his  back,  with  the  pelvis 
raised  upon  a  firm  cushion.  Through  a  flexible  catheter,  the  bladder 
is  now  emptied,  and  washed  out  with  pure  hot  water;  then  this 
rubber  bag  is  introduced  well  into  the  rectum,  and  distended  with 
about  four  ounces  of  water.  Through  the  catheter  I  now  inject 
slowly  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  water  into  the  bladder ;  this  disten- 


1890.]  Supra-Pubic  lAthotomy.  163 

sion  of  the  organ  usaally  showing  itself  on  palpation  just  above  the 
pubes.  I  now  further  distend  the  rectal  bag,  until  it  holds  eight  to 
ten  ounces.  The  object  of  using  this  rubber  bag  is  to  force  the  filled 
bladder  upward  out  of  the  pelvis  and  thus  elevate  the  line  of  peri- 
toneal reflection  from  the  fundus  of  bladder  to  a  greater  distance 
above  the  pubis. 

I  now  make  an  incision  immediately  over  the  bladder  in  the 
middle  line,  about  three  to  four  inches  long,  the  lower  extremity  of 
which  reaches  well  down  on  to  the  front  of  the  pubes.  The  first 
stroke  of  the  knife  divides  the  skin  and  fat,  and  exposes  the  linea 
alba,  which  is  slit  up  for  about  two  and  a  half  inches  ;  the  knife, 
now  passing  down  between  the  pyramidales  muscles,  divides  the 
transversalis  fascia  beneath  them.  The  parts  thus  far  divided  being 
separated  by  blunt  retractors,  we  expose  the  layer  of  fat  called  pre- 
vesical, which  lies  over  the  front  of  the  bladder.  This  fat  is  nicked 
close  behind  the  pubes,  and,  with  the  point  of  the  left  index  finger, 
torn  off  from  the  face  of  the  bladder-wall  and  displaced  upward 
toward  the  upper  angle  of  the  wound.  Asa  rule,  the  peritonseum  is 
not  seen,  but  occasionally  its  line  of  reflexion  from  the  bladder  will 
be  found  lying  with  this  fatty  tissue,  and  will  have  to  be  displaced 
with  it.  In  one  of  my  cases,  after  dividing  the  transversalis  fascia, 
I  found  the  peritonseum,  with  enclosed  loops  of  intestine,  close  down 
against  the  pubic  bone,  from  which  it  had  to  be  peeled  back  with 
much  care  to  avoid  injury.  The  top  of  the  bladder-wall  now  ap- 
pears as  a  firm,  brownish-pink,  striated,  elastic  surface.  After  tying 
all  bleeding  points  in  the  cut,  I  now  pass  a  medium-sized  silk  liga- 
ture on  a  curved  needle  through  the  bladder-wall  near  the  upper 
angle  of  the  wound,  which  will  give  me  control  of  the  bladder  and 
prevent  its  dropping  out  of  reach  after  incision ;  immediately  below 
this  point  I  plunge  a  bistoury  through  the  walls  of  the  organ,  cut- 
ting downward  toward  the  pubes  for  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter. 
My  left  index  finger  quickly  follows  the  knife  into  the  interior, 
checking  the  gush  of  water  through  the  cut^  and  comes  immediately 
in  contact  with  the  stone,  which  I  find  to  be  a  very  large,  flat  one. 
Having  flushed  the  bladder  and  wound  with  hot  water  from  the  irri- 
gator, I  how  introduce  along  my  forefinger  a  pair  of  stone  forceps, 
with  which  the  stone  is  easily  extracted  after  slightly  enlarging  the 
bladder-wound  with  the  knife.  As  you  see,  this  stone  is  considerably 
above  the  average  in  size,  and  probably  of  the  hard  or  uric  acid 
variety,  thus  fully  justifying  us  in  the  selection  of  the  high  operation 
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for  its  removal.*  I  now  thoroughly  irrigate  the  bladder  and  wound 
with  a  weak  bichloride  solution  and  close  the  opening  in  the  bladder 
with  a  double  bank  of  fine  silk  sutures.  The  first  of  these  stitches 
are  interrupted^  and  placed  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  apart,  care 
being  taken  that  the  needle  is  passed  down  to,  but  not  through  the 
mucous  coat,  the  second  row  being  a  continuous  suture.  I  may  say 
here  that  the  advisability  of  suturing  the  bladder  in  this  operation 
is  still  an  open  question  among  surgeons,  many  claiming  that  pri- 
mary union  being  uncertain,  the  risk  of  infiltration  and  septic  infec- 
tion is  much  increased  by  attempting  it,  while,  with  a  completely 
open  wound,  there  is  but  little  danger  of  retention  of  dischai^es. 
When  the  whole  extent  of  the  wound  up  to  the  skin  surface  is 
tightly  closed,  this  view  is  certainly  correct,  but,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the 
practice  of  Bergmann  of  Berlin,  which  I  have  adopted  successfully  in  a 
number  of  cases,  and  shall  carry  out  here,  renders  the  bladder  suture 
in  appropriate  cases  comparatively  safe  and  certain.  Following  this 
method,  you  will  notice  that  the  space  from  the  bladder- wall  to  the 
skin  surface  is  lightly  filled  with  iodoform  gauze,  but  no  attempt  is 
made  to  bring  the  skin  together,  so  that  should  the  suture  give  way, 
the  urine  and  any  septic  material  will  find  free  vent,  and  the  wound 
then  be  treated  entirely  as  an  open  one,  while,  if  it  hold  and  all  goes 
well,  the  packing  may  be  removed  after  a  few  days,  leaving  the  ex- 
ternal wound  to  heal  by  granulation.  Where  the  bladder  is  foul, 
the  patient  old  and  decrepit,  or  the  bladder-walls  much  bruised  in 
the  extraction  of  the  stone,  the  suture  is  certainly  contra-indicated. 
In  adults  where  the  suture  is  used,  an  in-lying  soft  catheter  prevents 
accumulation  of  urine  and  over-distension  of  the  bladder,  but  may 
be  usually  dispensed  with  after  ten  days;  in  children,  as  a  rule,  vol* 
untary  urination  may  safely  be  encouraged  from  the  first.  Where 
the  wound  is  left  entirely  patulous,  an  in-lying  catheter  is  quite  use- 
less, since  the  urine,  as  fast  as  it  enters  the  bladder,  flows  out  by  the 
wound  and  will  not  pass  through  the  catheter  while  the  fundus  of 
the  bladder  is  gaping.  The  after-treatment  in  cases  not  sutured, 
consists  in  simply  keeping  the  wound  clean  by  frequent  irrigation, 
allowing  the  patient  to  lie  in  any  position  most  comfortable  to  him, 
preferably,  however,  upon  either  side  towards  the  faoe.t 

*  The  stone  weighed  three  ouDoes,  and  measured  in  its  three  circumferences, 
respectively,  <>|  inches,  7|  inches,  and  5}  inches. 

t  The  patient  was  presented  to  the  class  two  weeks  later,  with  primary  union  of 
(!he  bladder,  voluntary  urination,  and  a  healthy  granulating  wound  of  the  abdominal 
walls.    He  was  discharged  in  the  fourth  week,  entirely  well. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  SOCIETIES. 


THIRTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  HOMEOPATHIC  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York 
convened  in  the  court  room,  City  Hall,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  at  10.15 
o'clock,  February  11,  1890.  The  attendance  was  not  large,  but  it 
comprised  del^atee  from  all  the  judicial  districts  in  the  State  of 
New  York, 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  Herbert  M. 
Dayfoot,  of  Rochester.     Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Foster. 

THE   INTRODUCTORY   ADDRESS. 

President  Dayfoot  delivered  his  introductory  address.  He  wel- 
comed the  delegates  to  the  annual  session,  spoke  of  the  pleasure  in 
thus  coming  together,  paid  a  tribute  to  the  memories  of  those  who 
had  died  during  the  year,  and  referred  to  the  proceedings  had  at  the 
semi-annual  meeting.  Among  the  resolutions  adopted  at  that  meet- 
ing was  one  urging  increased  vigor  in  the  organization  of  county 
societies.  It  was  necessary  that  every  homoeopathic  physician  should 
become  a  member  of  the  society  in  flie  county  in  which  he  resides. 
Referring  to  the  action  of  the  semi-annual  meeting  sustaining  the 
previous  action  of  the  State  Society  regarding  State  boards  of  medi- 
cal examiners,  the  President  had  this  to  say  with  reference  to  that 
subject  and  the  war  between  the  homoeopathic  and  allopathic  schools 
of  medicine :     * 

"This  question  is  to-day  by  far  the  most  important  matter  that 
we  shall  have  presentetl  for  consideration.  This  question  involves 
the  life  or  death  struggle  of  the  homoeopathic  school.  There  are 
two  bills  before  the  Legislature  designed  to  create  boards  of  medical 
examiners.  One  presented  by  the  allopathic  school  provides  one 
board.  The  other,  presented  by  the  homoeopathic  school,  provides 
three  boards,  one  for  each  of  the  incorporated  schools  of  medicine. 

"Provision  is  made  in  the  allopathic  bill  for  the  representation  of 
the  three  incorporated  schools  of  medicine,  the  basis  of  representa* 
tion,  however,  being  unequal  as  regards  numbers,  the  allopathic 
school  retaining  a  majority  thereof.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Allo- 
pathic Society,  held  one  week  ago,  the  specific  form  of  majority 
membership  named  in  their  present  bill  was  dropped,  and  the  word- 
ing of  the  first  section  ordered  to  be  changed,  so  as  to  allow  the 
fi^rd  of  Regents  to  select  appointees  as  they  may  deem  best. 

"  This  shifting  of  the  responsibility  of  obtaining  majority  mem- 
bership from  themselves  to  the  Board  of  R^ents,  does  not  afford  the 
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homoeopathic  school  any  additional  security  from  the  danger  of  allo- 
pathic control,  and  is  not  designed  to.  The  allopathic  school  is  de- 
termined to  secure  the  single  board,  and  to  obtain  control  thereof, 
either  by  the  express  provisions  of  their  bill  or  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  r^nts.  In  either  case  the  danger  to  the  homoeo- 
pathic school  is  equally  great.  This  change,  however,  has  been 
forced  upon  the  allopathic  school.  It  has  not  been  made  willingly ; 
but  on  account  of  the  disapproval  on  the  part  of  the  public  already 
expressed  against  placing  the  meml)ers  of  one  school  under  the  con- 
trol of  another.  It  is  the  merest  makeshift,  designed  to  blind  the 
public,  without  giving  up  a  particle  of  the  |>ower  they  intend  to 
acquire  and  use  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  homoBopathic  school,  by 
means  of  the  single  examining  board,  the  single  board  being  their 
only  resource  for  obtaining  complete  control  of  the  licensing  of 
homoeopathic  students. 

"The  manifest  unfairness  and  il liberality  of  the  allopathic  bill 
may  be  seen  at  a  glance.  Under  the  plea  of  elevating  the  standard 
of  medical  education,  they  are  seeking  to  place  us  and  our  school  in 
a  position  of  subserviency,  and  rob  us  of  the  civil  right  to  license  our 
own  students.  It  has  evidently  not  occurred  to  the  framer  of  this 
bill  that  results  to  some,  at  the  expense  of  civil  rights  to  others,  will 
be  more  than  extortioually  compensatory;  that  we  are  ready  in 
separate  bands  to  hold  up  the  standard  as  high  as  the  old  school 
dares  to,  and  to  make  legal  arrangements  and  provisions  for  it 
through  consultation  and  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  examination ; 
that  if  this  is  the  only  end  squght  there  is  no  reason  why  the  old 
school  should  have  a  majority  representation  in  a  single  board ;  that 
to  assume  the  other  schools  will  lower  the  standard  is  a  gratuitous,  if 
not  insulting,  assumption. 

"  That  the  homoeopathic  profession  is  a  unit  in  sentiment  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  centralizing  and  arbitrary  scheme  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  separate  board  system,  as  embodied  in  the 'first  section  of 
the  homoeopathic  bill  (Senate  50)  has  been  endorsed  by  every  homoeo- 
pathic medical  society,  State  and  national,  in  this  country,  and  the 
faculties  of  all  the  homoeopathic  medical  colleges. 

**  We  must  not  for  an  instant  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  allo- 
pathic school  is  intent  upon  securing  the  single  board,  as  its  only 
method  for  obtaining  a  hold  upon  our  school ;  and  also  that  our 
only  hope  of  freedom  therefrom  is  the  establishment  in  this  State  of 
the  separate  board  system. 

"  While  we  are  equally  solicitous  with  the  allopathic  school  to 
raise  the  standard  of  medical  education  in  order  to  protect  public  in- 
terests, we  recogni^  the  fact  that  we  are  equally  capable  of  judging 
as  to  a  proper  standard  of  medical  attainment,  hence  the  public  will 
gain  nothing  by  giving  the  allopathic  school  control  of  the  single 
board;  on  the  contrary,  public  interests  will  be  jeopardized  and  im- 
paired by  practically  confining  to  one  school  licensing  powers  which 
properly  belong  to  each  equally.     We  demand  in  terms  most  posi- 
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tive  and  unmistakable^  the  free  exercise  of  civil  right  to  license  our 
own  students. 

"  At  their  meeting  held  last  week  the  allopathic  school  endorsed 
the  single  board  bill  (Senate  115),  by  means  of  which  they  can  ob- 
tain power  to  be  used  against  the  homoeopathic  system^  and  at  the 
same  time,  while  denouncing  the  use  of  the  name  as  a  trade-mark 
and  as  advertising  business  interests^  they  approved  a  proposition  to 
enter  upon  the  teaching  of  homoeopathic  principles  and  practice  in 
their  medical  colleges.  Pardon  us,  our  friends,  the  enemy,  if  we 
refrain  from  swallowing  this  sugar-coated  pill.  It  can  be  considered 
none  other  than  a  sop  to  Cerberus;  the  dog,  however,  had  three 
heads  ;  we  also  desire  three  boards;  besides,  the  sugar-coating  is  thin 
and  the  contents  unpalatable,  while  our  pills  are  homogeneous. 

"Then,  too,  what  a  boon  it  will  be  to  have  students  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  homoeopathic  principles  from  those  who  have  repeatedly 
declared  the  system  a  myth  ;  from  those  who  have  sought  to  ostra- 
cise it  and  deprive  it  of  its  distinctive  name;  in  fact,  from  its  enemies. 
As  consistently  might  we  expect  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  republicanism  from  kings ;  of  those  of  free  trade  from  pro- 
tectionists ;  or  of  theology  from  the  devil. 

"  If,  however,  these  allopathic  medical  colleges  shall  set  about  the 
teaching  of  homoeopathic  principles  in  good  faith,  and  shall  select 
instructors  from  the  membership  of  the  homoeopathic  school,  legally 
qualified  and  recognized  homoeopathic  physicians,  we  will  accept 
such  evidence  of  good  will  and  sincerity  of  purpose,  tender  our  con- 
gratulations to  them  on  having  progressed  to  an  acknowledgement 
of  the  truthfulness  and  trustworthiness  of  homoeopathic  principle!?, 
feeling  assured  of  addition^  convincing  evidences  of  proximity  to 
the  medical  millennium.'' 

AAer  the  reading  of  the  President's  Address,  the  following  com- 
mittees were  announced  by  the  President: 

President's  Address,— Dts.  W.  M.  L.  Fiske,  Brooklyn;  E.  S, 
Coburn,  Troy  ;  A.  B.  Norton,  New  York, 

Credentials,  —  Dis.  L.  A.  Bull,  Buffalo;  George  E.  Gorham, 
Albany. 

^ttrfaingr.— Drs.  W.B.Gifford,  Attica;  D.B.  Stumpf,  Buffalo. 

Finance. — Drs.  E.  S.  Coburn,  Troy ;  George  M.  Dillow,  New 
York;  George  W.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Buffalo. 

Regents, — Drs.  S.  N.  Brayton,  Buffalo ;  E.  Hasbrouck,  Brooklyn  ; 
George  E.  Gorham,  Albany. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  then  approved  as  printed, 
after  which  the  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  these  delegates 
present  from  other  societies ;  Dr.  George  B.  Peck,  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Society,  and  Dr.  W.  W.  Van  Baun,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Society, 
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The  following  were  elected  members :  W.  F.  Clapp,  Fairport ; 
J.  H.  Hallock,  Syracuse;  Edwin  8.  Hay  ward,  Julia  F.  Haywood, 
George  M.  Haywood,  John  H,  McCullum,  C.  W.  Perrine,  J.  S. 
Bead,  Marcena  E.  Sherman,  O.  S.  Stull,  Rochester ;  H.  J.  Pierson, 
G.  H.  R.  Bennett,  W.  W.  Blackman,  L.  VV.  Bolan,  A.  H.  Elliott, 
D.  A.  Gorton,  F.  Percy  Jenks,  C.  A.  Walters,  J.  L.  Watson,  J.  H. 
Ward,  N.  Robinson,  E.  H.  Muncie,  Chaunoey  E.  Low,  C.  L.  John- 
ston, George  P.  Cornell,  Brooklyn;  C.  A.  Ward,  F.  L.  Stacy, 
Binghamton;  R.  R.  Trotter,  Yonkers;  J.  W..LeSeur,  Batavia;  J, 
S.  Halbert,  BuflFalo ;  C.  A.  Rowley,  Victor ;  F.  E.  Roper,  Deposit; 
Charles  F.  Otis,  Honeoye  Falls. 

Dr.  Arthur  B.  Norton,  Treasurer,  presented  his  report.  This 
showed  a  balance  on  hand  at  the  last  report  of  $386 ;  receipts  dur- 
ing the  year,  $1004.60  ;  total,  f  1389.60.  The  disbursements  were 
$1007.78,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  $381.82.  Dr.  Norton, 
however,  naively  added  that  a  bill  of  $536  for  printing  yet  remained 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  balance.  The  report  was  received.  The  treas- 
urer also  reported  a  list  of  members  in  arrears  for  dues. 

Nominations  for  office  being  next  in  order,  Dr.  George  W.  Lewis, 
in  h  few  eloquent  remarks  concerning  his  erudite  and  scholarly  attain- 
ments, presented  the  name  of  Dr.  George  W.  Dillow,  of  New  York, 
for  President.  The  nomination  was  seconded.  Drs.  N.  B.  Covert, 
of  Geneva,  and  William  E.  Millbanks,  of  Albany,  were  nominated, 
respectively,  for  first  and  second  Vice-Pfesidents.  The  balance  of  the 
nominations  were  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  W.  M. 
L.  Fiske,  of  Brooklyn ;  Charles  E.  H.  Brayton,  of  Rochester ;  L. 
A.  Bull  and  D.  B.  Stumpf,  of  Buflklo. 

DEMANDS  OF  THE  HOMOEOPATHS. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  of  Albany,  read  an  exhaustive  report  from  the 
Committee  on  L^islation,  of  which  he  is  chairman.  -  It  gave  a  re- 
view of  all  that  the  committee  had  done  to  forward  legislation  that 
would  equally  recognize  homoeopathy  with  allopathy  and  in  oppos- 
ing the  single  board  systems.     He  submitted  the 

CORRECTED   RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas,  The  allopathic  school  in  this  and  many  other  States  in 
this  country  is  intensely  engaged  in  prosecuting  a  movement  for  se- 
curing the  enactment  of  laws  providing  State  examining  and  licens- 
ing boards,  which  laws  are  adroitly  arranged  so  as  to  acquire  for  their 
own  school  complete  control  of  the  licensing  of  the  students  of  the 
eclectic  and  homoeopathic  schools  of  medicine ;  and 
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Whereas^  Such  power  centralized  and  possessed  by  the  allopathic^ 
school  would,  most  assuredly,  be  used  disadvantageously  toward  the 
homoeopathic  and   eclectic  schools,  notwithstanding  the  pretended 
support  afforded  by  minority  representation  therein ;  and 

iVhereaHf  It  is  one  of  the  foundation  principles  of  sound  govern- 
ment, that  all  legally  organizetl  bodies  of  its  citizens  shall  possess 
the  constitutional  right  of  self-preservation  and  perpetuation ;  there- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society  the  principles  repre- 
sented by  the  single  examining  and  licensing  board  system  are  con- 
trary to  sound  government,  and  destructive  in  their  tendencies  to  the 
schools  having  minority  representation  therein. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  unalterably  opposed  to  the  passage  of  Sen- 
ate Bill  No.  115,  presented  by  the  allopathic  school,  the  construc- 
tion of  which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  single  examining 
and  licensing  board. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  single  board  system  necessarily  involves 
allopathic  control,  whether  the  relative  number  of-  members  is  spe- 
cifically stated  in  their  proposed  bill  or  left  discretionary  with  the 
regents,  the  danger  to  homoeopathic  interests  is  as  great  in  one  case 
as  in  the  other. 

Resolved;  That  we  protest  against  any  legislation  providing  a 
single  examining  board,  as  an  infringement  of  our  civil  right  to  su- 
pervise and  maintain  our  own  educational  affairs,  and  as  an  unwar- 
rantable attempt  to  transfer  our  responsibility  for  the  quality  of  our 
educationi^l  work  from  the  people,  where  it  properly  belongs,  to  the 
allopathic  school,  without  any  adequate  reason  and  without  any  ap- 
parent necessity. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  indorse  Senate  Bill  No.  50,  and  As- 
sembly Bill  No.  234,  provision  being  made  therein  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  separate  examining  and  licensing  boards  for  each  of  the  in- 
corporated schools  of  medicine,  and  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  put 
forth  every  suitable  effort  for  securing  its  adoption. 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  Bureaus  of  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases,  Vital  Statistics  and 
Climatology  failing  to  report,  the  Society  adjourned  until  2.30  P.M. 

Afternoon  Session. — The  Bureau  of  Paedology  was  the  first  to 
report.  Two  papers  were  read :  "  Congenital  Naevus  and  its  Treat- 
ment," by  Leslie  Martin,  M.D.,  and  '*  Observations  on  the  Epidemic 
Influenza  in  Children,"  by  Drs.  Sheldon  and  Candee. 

The  writers  considered  that  notwithstanding  the  prevailing  idea 

that  children  were  not  subjected  to  the  epidemic  influence,  that  young 

children  were  frequently  attacked,  the  cases  being  mild  and  escaping 

observation.     The  forms  of  the  disease  occurring  in  children  were 
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three — gastric,  nervous  and  catarrhal.  The  sequelae  were  analogous 
to  those  of  scarlet  fever,  some  of  the  severer  conditions  following 
mild  cases  of  the  grippe.  Treatment :  Absolute  rest,  good  hygienic 
surroundings,  patients  to  avoid  night  exposure  for  three  or  four  weeks, 
and  the  indicated  remedy,  such  as  aco.,  bell.,  nux  voni.,  puis.,  g<*ls., 
colocynth.,  ars.,  ars.  jod.,  allium  oepa,  tart.  emet. 

Adjuvants — Bovinine  and  unfermented  grape  juice. 

The  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica  presented  two  short  interesting 
papers  by  Dr.  Wm.  F.  Honan : 

1.  "Over-dosing  with  Fowler's  Solution  of  Arsenic." 

2.  "Symptoms  from  Inhaling  and  Swallowing  Chlorine." 

And  a  valuable  paper  by  the  buresfu  chairman.  Dr.  M.  W.  Van 
Denburg,  on  "  Construing  a  Drug  Disease." 

The  Bureaus  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynaecology  failed  to  report. 

Dr.  S.  F.  Wilcox,  the  chairman  of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery,  being 
absent,  Dr.  De  Witt  G.  Wilcox  took  his  place,  and  read  an  important 
paper  on  "  A  Case  of  Compound  Fracture  of  the  Ankle-joint,  in- 
volving the  Tibia  and  Fibula,"  by  S.  F.  Wilcox,  M.D.  This  was 
followed  by  a  paper  on  "  The  Treatment  of  Haemorrhoids  and  Rec- 
tal Fistulae  by  Electrolysis  and  the  Gal vano- cautery,"  by  Dr.  Wil- 
liam H.  King.     This  paper  called  forth  an  animated  discussion. 

The  Doctor  stated  that  haemorrhoids  had  formerly  been  treated  by 
electrolysis  which  had  fallen  into  disuse  because  its  results  were  not 
permanent.  The  reason  of  this  was,  that  the  negative  pole  of  the 
battery  was  used  to  produce  the  clot.  He  advises  using  the  positive 
pole  by  introducing  a  needle  into  the  base  of  the  haemorrhoid,  and 
producing  a  clot  at  its  base  which  completely  shots  oft*  all  circulation 
in  the  tumor  and  changed  it  into  a  hard  mass.  Thegalvano-cautery 
treatment  he  recommended,  was  to  sever  the  haemorriioidal  tumor 
with  the  gal va no-cautery  6craseur.  He  spoke  of  a  treatment  for 
fistula  in  ano  devised  by  Dr.  W.  S.  Shotwell.  It  was  as  follows : 
He  places  a  rectoscope  in  the  rectum  so  that  the  opening  comes  next 
to  the  internal  opening  of  the  fistula.  He  now  introduces  into  the 
fistulous  sac  a  probe,  which  has  a  small  opening  in  the  end  that  is 
introduced.  If  the  sinus  does  not  quite  open  into  the  rectum,  he 
perforates  the  intervening  tissue  with  the  probe  until  the  eye  in  the 
instrument  comes  into  sight.  He  next  introduces  a  lance-pointed 
probe  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  farther  from  the  anus,  into  the 
solid  tissue  and  parallel  with  the  other  probe.  This  also,  has  an 
eye  in  the  end  introduced,  and,  as  both  probe  and  lance  are  now 
introduced  so  that  these  openings  can  be  seen  in  the  rectum,  the  two 
ends  of  a  No.  24  platinum  wire  are  fastened  in  them  and  the  probe 
and  lance  are  withdrawn,  thus  forming  a  loop  with  the  wire.  The 
two  ends  of  wire  are  now  attached  to  the  two  electrodes  of  a  battery 
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which  is  connected  for  quantity  so  as  to  get  slight  cautery  effects. 
The  current  is  turned  on  and  the  loop  allowed  to  gradually  cut  its 
way  through  the  tissues. 

The  Bureau  closed  by  the  reading  of  a  paper  on  "  Bone  Suturing," 
by  Dr.  De  Witt  G.  Wilcox  (See  page  137). 

The  Bureau  of  Histology  did  not  report. 

The  Society,  after  electing  to  membership  Drs.  F.  W.  Kestindike, 
Brooklyn,  and  W.  H.  Sweating,  Savannah,  N.  Y.,  and  finishing 
some  routine  business,  adjourned  until  evening. 

Evening  Session. — The  evening  session  was  devoted  to  an  ad- 
dress by  Conrad  Wesselhoeft,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  on  *^  The  Relation  of 
Homoeopaths  to  their  own  School,  to  the  Old  School,  and  to  the 
State."  His  remarks  dealt  largely  with  the  pending  bill  providing 
for  a  State  medical  examining  board.    The  speaker  said  in  substance : 

There  are  many  ways  of  furthering  the  interest  of  our  school — 
mentioning  three,  viz.,  the  consideration  of  the  relations  of  our 
school  to  the  State,  of  its  relation  to  the  old  school,  and  of  its  mem- 
bers towards  each  other. 

The  question  now  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  members  of  the 
New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Society  is  that  in  r^ard  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  examining  and  licensing  boards.  The  need  of  such 
boards  is  generally  admitted,  but  you  claim  that  each  school  should 
have  one  for  itself  for  the  sake  of  fairness. 

The  experience  regarding  the  necessity  for  such  boards  in  Massa- 
chusetts was  related,  and  its  failure  ascribed  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
quack  element  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the  conservative 
attitude  of  homoeopath ists  who  refused  to  take  part  as  long  as  they 
are  not  recognized  or  approached  in  a  generous  and  friendly  spirit 
by  the  old  school. 

Separate  boards,  said  the  speaker,  are  an  expediency  tentative  and 
terajjorary,  but  necessary  only  if  college  diplomas  are  not  deemed 
sufficient  guarantees  of  proficiency,  and  as  long  as  the  old  school  un- 
justly persists  in  demanding  the  abandonment  of  our  rights  to  our 
title. 

Aside  from  this,  would  not  separate  boards  tend  to  draw  the  par- 
tisan line  more  closely,  and  preclude,  on  the  part  of  applicants,  the 
necessary  knowledge  of  all  systems  of  practice? 

They  would  also  tend  to  open  the  door  to  other  boards  should  other 
schools  arise,  as  is  possible  in  the  future. 

To  aid  in  the  future  approximation  of  schools,  certain  concessions 
are  to  be  made ;  by  the  old  school  our  right  and  title  to  our  raethotl, 
and  on  our  part  that  our  method  is  claimed  as  one  by  the  side  of 
other  methods,  and  that  it  is  non-exclusive. 
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The  speaker  dwelt  on  the  error  of  the  old  school  in  concealiDg 
methodically  any  knowledge  of  our  method  of  practice,  and  hoped 
that  colleges  pursuing  this  course  in  future  would  be  deemed 
illegal. 

He  considered  the  keynote  of  the  question  to  be  that  all  appli- 
cants should  be  examined  in  all  systems,  and  that  those  of  the  old 
school  must,  in  future,  submit  to  examination  in  ours;  failing  in 
which,  we  shall  be  justified  in  resisting,  by  every  means,  all  our 
common  examination  by  boards  controlled  by  them. 

The  closing  part  of  the  address  related  to  the  higher  and  more 
essential  means  of  furthering  our  progress,  namely,  by  placing  the 
axiom  of  similars  (S.  S.  C.)  on  a  firmer  basis  by  inductive  experi- 
mental research,  in  place  of  the  ancient  basis  of  deductive  generali- 
zation. 

The  pharmacy  of  our  school  needs  to  be  freed  from  errors  lead- 
ing to  mysticism,  as  illustrated  by  researches  on  trituration  and 
dilution,  and  the  limited  divisibility  of  matter. 

Lastly,  our  materia  medica,  an  accumulation  of  insufficiently 
assorted  observations,  needs  to  be  properly  sifted  by  the  method  of 
critical  analysis,  in  which  considerable  work  has  already  been  done. 

• 

SECOND  DAY. 

The  Bureau  of  Otology  was  called  for.     No  report. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Dr.  Charles  C.  Boyle,  chairman  of  the 
Bureau  of  Ophthalmology,  Dr.  A.  B.  Norton,  took  charge,  and  first 
read  a  paper  on  "  Two  Cases  of  Glaucoma/'  by  Dr.  Boyle : 

The  doctor  reported  two  cases  in  which  the  progress  of  the  disease 
had  been  checked,  and  the  sight* restored  by  medicinal  treatment. 

Case  I. — A  lady,  sixty-four  years ;  sight  failing  for  six  months ; 
+  2  =  I^J^  R.  E.  =  1^  L.  E.  Gelsemin.  Ix  internally  and  eserine 
in  solution  1-200,  instilled  in  eyes,  was  followed  by  immediate  and 
marked  improvement.  On  the  seventh  day  vision  was  ^  in  both 
eyes. 

Case  II. — A  woman,  whose  father  had  lost  an  eye  by  glaucorna. 
The  woman  had  severe  pains  on  and  off  in  eyes  lasting  for  three 
months,  accompanied  by  frequent  blind  spells.  Vision,  R.  E.  ^^y 
L.  E.  f  8^.  Left  optic  nerve  cupped.  Treatment  and  results  same  as 
in  first  case.  Dr.  Boyle  considered  that  gelsemin.  relieved  the  ner- 
vous tension  and  caused  the  absorption  of  the  hyper-secretion. 

In  the  discussion.  Dr.  P.  Park  Lewis  thought  that  glaucoma  was 
a  neurosis,  the  character  of  which  was  still  to  be  determined.  The 
value  of  gelsemium  had  long  since  been  pointed  out,  and  it  was  grati- 
fying to  have  it  confirmed.     To  relieve  inti*aocular  tension,  he  used 
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osmium  with  gratifying  results,  especially  after  iridectomy  with 
high  tension,  giving  ^^  of  a  gramme^  repeated  hourly.  In  mode- 
rate glaucoma^  tension  +  or  +  1  without  positive  loss  of  sight, 
osmium  in  his  hands  has  been  very  beneficial. 

Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis  read  a  paper  on  "  Notes  on  the  Extraction  of 
Cataract,''  summarizing  his  experience  as  follows : 

Aside  from  constantly  increasing  technical  skill,  He  attributed  the 
better  results  now  obtained  in  this  operation  first,  to  the  introduction 
of  local  anaesthesia ;  second,  to  the  more  general  adoption  of  anti- 
septic measures;  and,  third,  the  return  to  the  simple  extraction. 

After  noting  the  difference  of  opinion  among  ophthalmologists 
concerning  the  extraction  without  iridectomy,  among  the  chief  ad- 
vantages in  its  favor  he  placed :  1st.  The  absence  of  any  disfigura- 
tion. This  may  not  be  noticeable  in  those  whose  eyes  are  dark,  but 
in  light  irides  the  iridectomy  is  more  noticeable.  2d.  The  absence 
of  pain.  3d.  The  cleanliness  of  the  wound,  and  consequent  more 
rapid  healing.     4th.  The  better  visual  results. 

The  objections  to  the  simple  extraction  noted  were:  Ist.  Its 
greater  difficulty.  2d.  The  danger  of  prolapse  of  the  iris.  3d.  Its 
impracticability  in  certain  conditions.  Interesting  cases  were  cited 
in  demonstration  of  these  points,  and  the  conclusion  reached  was, 
that  the  operation  must  be  determined  by  the  conditions  of  the 
case.  These  cannot  always  be  foretold,  but  where  applicable,  the 
simple  extraction  is  the  safest,  the  best,  indeed  the  ideal  operation 
for  cataract. 

The  next  point  to  which  the  doctor  called  attention  is  a  little 
manoeuvre  which  has  greatly  lessened  the  number  of  his  operations 
for  secondary  cataract.  That  is  immediate  division  of  the  posterior 
capsule  with  the  cystotome  after  the  extraction  of  the  lens. 

A  secondary  capsulotoray  is  not  always  free  from  danger,  but  by 
means  of  this  operation,  which  is  quite  simple,  the  necessity  for  sub- 
sequent needling  was  avoided  in  all  the  cases  so  treated. 

A  simplified  dressing  was  then  mentioned.  The  ordinary  bandage 
is  apt  to  be  uncomfortable,  and  is  easily  displaced.  The  isinglass 
plaster  is  useful,  but  fails  to  give  the  sense  of  security  which  the  pa- 
tient desires.  ' 

A  compromise  has  proven  most  satisfactory.  A  fold  of  cotton  or 
linen  cloth,  lightly  spread  with  vaseline,  is  laid  over  the  closed  lid, 
and  the  orbit  filled  with  antiseptic  cotton.  An  adhesive  strap  is 
then  passed  from  temple  to  temple,  if  both  eyes  are  to  be  protected, 
or  from  brow  to  cheek  if  but  one.  The  simplicity  of  application, 
the  ease  with  which  it  is  removed,  and  the  complete  feeling  of 
security  which  it  gives  the  patient,  makes  this  a  most  satisfactory 
protective,  not  only  after  cataract  extraction,  but  in  general  surgery 
of  the  eye  as  well. 
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Dr.  A.  B.  Norton  presented  a  paper  on  "  Keratitis  Parenchyma- 
tosa." 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  routine  business. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  of  Albany,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

WhereaSy  The  recent  report  of  the  State  commission  in  lunacy 
makes  a  powerfiil  and  convincing  presentation  of  the  evils  and 
dangers  inseparable  from  the  so-called  "  county  care  system  ^'  of  treat- 
ment for  the  incligent  insane ;  and  whereas  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
abolition  of  that  system  and  for  the  transfer  to  State  asylums  of  all 
the  present  insane  inmates  of  county  poor  houses  has  been  or  will 
soon  be  again  brought  before  the  legislature  for  its  action,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  SiK-iety,  representing  the  homcdopathic  medical 
profession,  and  expressing  its  deliberate  convictions  both  as  prac- 
titioners and  as  citizens  solicitous  for  the  honor  and  true  welfare  of 
the  State,  doe-s  earnestly  advise  and  recommend  to  the  honorable,  th^ 
legislature,  that  the  bill  above  referred  to,  be  passed  by  it  at  its 
present  session. 

We  particularly  reconunend  that  the  bill  in  question  be  made  to 
provide  for  all  the  insane  of  the  State,  of  whatever  consideration  in 
life,  and  we  also  recommend  that  the  proposed  law  provide  for  those 
who  prefer  homceopathic  treatment  the  privilege  of  l)eing  sent  to  the 
Middletown  asylum,  even  though  they  reside  outside  the  district 
allotted  to  that  asylum. 

We  believe  it  to  be  a  measure  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
needs  and  conditions  of  the  indigent  insane,  and  its  early  enactment 
seems  to  be  required  as  well  by  the  demands  of  humanity  and  de- 
cency on  their  behalf  as  by  regard  for  the  material  interest,  the 
moral  progress,  and  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  State  itself. 
Adopted. 

Another  resolution  to  the  same  effect,  offered  by  Dr.  Paine,  was 
adopted,  as  follows: 

Eeso/vedyThait  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  be  instructed 
to  secure  an  exemption  of  the  homoeopathic  asylum  at  Middletown 
from  any  rigid  district  allotment,  so  that  in  case  the  friends  of  any 
patient,  in  any  part  of  the  State,  shall  express  a  desire  for  homoe- 
opathic treatment,  the  same  provision  which  now  holds  for  the  com- 
mitment of  the  insane  to  this  asylum  may  be  continued. 

Dr.  Talcott  described  the  purpose  of  the  bill  now  pending  in  the 
Legislature,  recommended  by  the  State  Lunacy  Commission.  He 
added  that  there  were  four  hundred  and  eighty  private  patients  in 
the  asylums  of  the  State,  and  while  provision  was  being  made  for 
the  thousands  of  indigent  insane  under  the  care  of  county  superin- 
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tendents,  provision  should  also  be  made  for  the  wealthy  insane  in  the 
same  connection. 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  nomination  of  Dr.  Elliott  Col  burn  Low,  of  Plattsburgh  for 
Brent's  degree  was  confirmed. 

Dr.  Clarence  Bartlett,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Henry  Paine,  of  New  York,  was  elected  a  senior  member  of 
the  Society. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  then  taken  up. 
The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  Sheldon  and  Wilcox  tellers.  These  officers 
were  elected  : 

President,  Dr.  George  M.  Dillow,  of  New  York ;  First  Vice- 
President,  Dr.  N.  B.  Covert,  of  Geneva ;  Second  Vice-President,  Dr. 
J.  M.  Lee,  of  Rochester ;  Third  Vice-President,  Dr.  W.  B.  Giffi^rd, 
of  Utica  J  Secretary,  Dr.  John  L.  Moffiit,  of  Brooklyn ;  Treasurer, 
Dr.  Arthur  B.  Norton,  of  New  York. 

Censors. — Northern  District,  Drs.  W.  H.  Nickelson,  H.  M.  Paine, 
S.  T.  Birdsall ;  Southern  District,  Drs.  W.  M.  L.  Fiske,  L.  L.  Dan- 
forth,  J.  J.  Mitchell ;  Western  District,  Drs.  H.  M.  Dayfoot,  L.  A. 
Bull,  S.  W.  Brayton ;  Middle  District,  Drs.  Louis  Faust,  A.  B.  Kinne, 
F.F.  Laird. 

The  following  were  appointed  chairmen  of  the  various  Bureaus: 
Surgery,  De  W.  G.  Wilcox,  of  Buffalo;  Materia  Medica,  W.  M. 
Decker,  Kingston ;  Clinical  Medicine,  J.  M.  Schley,  New  York  ; 
Gynaecology,  Greorge  E.  Gorham,  Albany ;  Ophthalmology,  Charles 
Helfrich,  New  York  ;  Otology,  N.  B.  Covert,  Geneva ;  Histology, 
R.  B.  Trotter,  Yonkers  ;  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases,  J.  T.  Green- 
leaf,  Owego;  Obstetrics,  H.  M.  Dayfoot,  Rochester;  Psedology, 
George  F.  Hand,  Binghamton ;  Laryngology,  Charles  E.  Jones, 
Albany ;  Vital  Statistics,  T.  Franklin  Smith,  New  York ;  Clima- 
tology, H.  L.  Waldo,  Troy. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  Semi-annual  Meeting  at  Brook- 
lyn, on  September  31st  and  October  1st,  1890. 

The  Chair  then  appointed  the  Committee  on  Legislation,  as  fol- 
lows :  H.  M.  Paine,  Albany,  Chairman ;  Asa  S.  Couch,  Fredonia ; 
8.  H.  Talcott,  Middletown ;  J.  W.  Sheldon,  Syracuse ;  George  E. 
Gorham,  Albany,  and  J.  M.  Schley,  New  York  City. 

The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Laryngology  being  called  for.  Dr. 
George  M.  Dillow,  Chairman,  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Treatment  of 
La  Orippe/^  by  Louis  A.  Bull,  and  one  on  "  Three  Cases  of  Acute 
Thyroiditis,"  by  Irving  Townsend. 
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Under  the  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine  the  following  papers  were 
read  by  title :  "  Some  of  the  Difficulties  in  Diagnosing  Mild  Attacks 
of  Diphtheria/'  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Schley.  "  Static  Electricity,"  by  W. 
H.  King,  M.D.  '*  Clinical  Notes  on  an  Old  Antiseptic,"  by  M.  W. 
Van  Denburg,  M.D.  And  "  The  Sequelae  of  Measles,"  by  C.  E. 
Walker,  M.D. 

In  the  latter  paper  the  author  claimed  that  such  diseases  as  scrofula, 
rachitis,  phthisis,  tubercular  meningitis,  bone  and  joint  disease,  may 
lie  dormant  in  the  system ;  that  the  seeds  or  germs  of  such  diseases 
lie  in  a  state  of  dormant  vitality  which,  according  to  facts  and  ex- 
perience, have  been  roused  to  activity  by  measles.  Such  diseases 
would  be  the  sequelae  proper.  The  sequelae  of  measles  are  those 
maladies  which  arise  in  consequence  of  it,  and  remain  after  its  ter- 
mination as  an  independent  disease,  or  which  appear  for  the  first  time 
after  measles  without  being  immediately  due  to  any  complication  of 
the  same.  He  claimed  that  an  acute  disease  occurring  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  the  same  individual,  with  a  chronic  disease,  the  latter 
will  be  materially  affected  for  the  better,  and  oftentimes  eradicated. 
There  are  numerous  recorded  cases  to  substantiate  this  statement. 
Especially  is  this  seen  in  chronic  skin  affections  and  nervous  dis- 
eases.    The  paper  closed  with  the  following  conclusions  : 

(1).  Measles,  while  a  common  complaint,  is  by  no  means  a  trivial 
one. 

(2).  It  should  be  considered  one  of  the  most  important  exanthems. 

(3).  The  morbific  influence  of  measles  is  most  profound.  It  has 
the  power  to  rouse  into  activity  hereditary  diseases,  the  seeds  of  which 
have  hitherto  lain  dormant. 

(4).  Measles  furnish  a  fit  soil  for  the  development  of  latent  diseases. 

(5).  Measles  have  the  power,  when  the  human  system  is  already 
actively  influenced  by  a  disease,  to  so  disturb  the  condition  of  things 
that  the  chronic  affection  dies  out,  or,  is  materially  mitigated. 

The  reports  of  Bureaus  were  then  closed.  A  heart-felt  vote  of 
thanks  was  extended  to  the  retiring  President,  Dr.  Dayfoot.  The 
meeting  then  adjourned. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


HOM(EOPATHY  IN  ALABAMA. 
To  THE  Editors  of  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly  : 

In  his  article  in  February  number,  on  unjust  medical  l^islation, 
Doctor  H.  M.  Paine  says : 

*'  The  reason  why  the  homoeopaths  of  Alabama  are  now  put  to 
such  severe  straits  is  simply  because  they  have  allowed  the  allopathic 
leaders  to  obtain  complete  legal  control  of  the  civU  right  of  Hoensir^g.'^ 
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The  Doctor  does  not  know  that  when  this  Alabama  medical  law  was 
engineered  through  the  legislature  by  the  fifteen  hundred  allopaths 
of  the  State,  then,  as  now,  perfectly  organized,  it  contained  but  two 
with  a  possible  third — homoeopaths.  The  eclectics  numbered  thirty 
or  forty.  They  are  organized  into  a  prosperous  society  with  which  the 
homoeopaths  have  united  in  the  fight  for  justice. 

Though  the  average  of  success  in  the  required  examination  favors 
the  homoeopaths,  as  far  as  my  observation  extends,  I  have  known  of 
several  instances  where  the  law  kept  some  mighty  poor  homoeopaths 
out  of  the  State.  I  recollect  with  pain  one  ludicrous  failure  in  the 
person  of  a  graduate  of  one  of  our  leading  homoeopathic  colleges. 
This  gentleman's  first  subject  was  anatomy,  and  he  sat  under  the 
examiner's  eye  for  two  hours,  alternately  sharpening  his  pencil  and 
biting  its  end  off,  squirming  nervously  in  his  chair  the  while.  He 
then  left  the  room  and  the  town. 

He  had  written  just  two  words,  and  in  answer  to  the  question, 
"  Describe  the  Circulation  of  the  Brain."  They  were,  "  Circula  Wil- 
lis." The  inference  was,  that  either  the  college  had  sadly  erred  or 
the  gentleman's  **  Circula  Willis  "  was  too  small  in  calibre  to  supply 
his  brain  cells. 

But  to  my  subject ;  Dr.  Paine's  quotations  show  plainly  that  there 
is  now  no  penalty  affixed  to  the  breaking  of  this  law  at  present,  and 
if  homoeopaths  will  flock  to  the  State  before  such  penalty  is  affixed, 
the  strength  for  the  fight  will  be  forthcoming  when  needed,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  money  which  I  believe  every  homoeopath  in  these 
United  States  would  subscribe. 

Alabama  would  be  an  El  Dorada  to  the  homoeopaths.  The  people 
resent  having  allopathy  crammed  down  their  throats,  and  are  in 
sympathy  with  us,  and  Vox  Populiy  est  Vox  Dei. 

Herefn,  it  seems  to  me,  lies  the  solution  of  this  problem : 

The  Southern  Association  meets  at  Birmingham  next  November, 
and  then  will  be  offered  an  opportunity  for  Northern  men  who  desire 
to  investigate  the  South  as  a  location  to  do  so  at  reduced  railroad 
and  hotel  rates,  and  to  converse  with  the  leading  Southern  physicians 
upon  the  subject. 

The  manufacturing  cities  of  Alabama  are  growing  like  magic,  are 
filled  with  mechanics  and  skilled  laborers  on  good  salaries,  and  con- 
tain many  Northern  people, — ^and  more  every  month, — who  seize 
with  avidity  the  first  opportunity  to  obtain  homoeopathic  practice. 
Tn  practical  proof  of  this  I  will  speak  briefly  of  my  own  experience. 
I  located  in  Birmingham  in  1882;  was  young  and  comparatively 
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inexperienced,  and  had  not  a  single  acquaintance  in  the  city,  which 
contained  then  but  nine  thousand  people.  Through  a  modest  sign 
and  a  card  in  the  paper  my  collections  for  the  fourth  month  after 
arrival  amounted  to  over  $200,  and  this  before  the  people  had  pos- 
sibly had  time  to  test  my  value  as  a  practitioner.  I  only  mention 
my  own  experience  in  this  connection,  because  it  is  the  most  familiar 
to  me.  The  principal  manufacturing  cities  of  Alabama  are  (and  I 
can  only  approximate  population  as  they  grow  every  day) : 

Popular  Homoeo- 

tion.  paths. 

Birmingham 50,000  2 

Anneston, 20,000  0 

Bessemer  (4  years  old),  ......     10,000  0 

Florence, 10,000  0 

Sheffield, 5,000  0 

Gadsden 6,000  0 

The  other  cities  are : 

Popula-  HomcBO- 

tion.  paths. 

Montgomery, 30,000  1 

Mobile, 40,000  1 

Selma 12,000  0 

Tuscaloosa 4,000  0 

The  first  the  capital ;  the  second  the  seaport;  the  third  the  agri- 
cultural centre;  the  fourth  the  educational  centre. 

There  is  no  State  now  advancing  so  rapidly  in  growth  of  popula- 
tion and  annual  increase  in  money  invested  in  legitimate  enterprise, 
in  short,  in  material  prosperity.  It  is  conceded  that  her  furnaces 
can  make  a  ton  of  iron  cheaper  than  it  can  be  done  anywhere  in  the 
world,  and  this  in  a  nutshell  is  the  philosophy  of  the  situation.  She 
has  not  yet  reached  her  flood-tide  of  prosperity,  and  will  not  for 
years  to  come.  Hence,  those  who  locate  there  now  but  anticipate 
better  times. 

Statistics  show  that  the  collapse  of  a  few  local  booms  has  not  in 
the  least  abated  the  golden  flood  of  capital  that  is  sweeping  into  the 
State  from  all  directions,  especially  from  North  and  East. 

Yours  sincerely, 

A.  L.  Monroe,  M.D. 
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RHUS  TOXICODENDRON  AGAIN. 

Since  Dr.  John  Aulde,  of  Philadelphia,  aDDounced  his  great  dis- 
covery (?)  that  rhus  toxicodendron  was  an  exceedingly  valuable 
remedy  in  certain  cases  of  rheumatism,  numerous  other  allopathic 
physicians  have  given  testimony  of  its  value.  These  few  remarks 
are  penned  in  order  to  direct  attention  to  the  most  recent  of  these 
papers ;  and  we  might  add  a  most  interesting  paper  too.  AVe  refer 
to  a  short  article  bearing  the  unassuming  title  '^  Rhus  Toxicoden- 
dron," by  Dr.  Charles  R.  Carpenter,  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and 
published  in  the  Therapeutic  Gazettey  for  February  15,  1890.  Thus 
does  he  open  his  discourse  : 

"  History  repeats  itself,  as  well  in  the  medical  profession,  it  seems, 
as  elsewhere. 

"  The  investigations  of  Dr.  Aulde  concerning  the  action  of  rhus 
toxicodendron  are  an  illustration  of  this  fact.  Prosecuted  as  they 
were  independently  of  any  previous  investigations,  he  arrives  at  ex- 
actly the  same  conclusions  that  were  enunciated  by  another  investi- 
gator many  years  ago. 

"  I  stumbled  upon  this  fact  as  accidentally  as  did  Dr.  Aulde  upon 
the  clue  which  led  him  to  investigate  the  drug  in  question." 

When  we  read  the  above  quoted  opening  sentences  we  thought 
that  the  author  thereof  was  inclined  to  be  ironical ;  in  fact,  its  words 
were  so  innocently  refreshing  that  we  almost  felt  that  some  poor 
homoeopath  had  found  a  hearing  in  the  pages  of  the  OazetUy  and 
was  about  to  have  a  little  fun  at  Dr.  Aulde's  expense ;  but  on  glancing 
at  the  ending  of  the  paper  we  observed  there  a  foot-note  by  the  whilom 
editor  of  our  esteemed  contemporary,  showing  that  he  took  all  this 
testimony  of  the  value  of  rhus  toxicodendron  as  a  remedy  in  rheu- 
matic affections  very  seriously,  and  what  is  more,  he  did  not  seem 
to  be  pleased  with  it.  We  then  knew  that  Dr.  Carpenter  was  in 
earnest.  Yes,  he  was  an  earnest  seeker  after  truth.  Let  us  resume 
our  quotations  from  his  paper : 

"  Upon  reading  the  article  by  Dr.  Aulde  in  the  October  number 
of  the  TherapevUo  Gazette  I  was  much  impressed  with  it,  and  re- 
iM)lved  to  give  the  drug  a  trial.     Not  having  the  facilities  for  manu* 


180  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  [March, 

facturing  tinctures  according  to  his  directions  from  the  fresh  plant, 
and  it  being  rather  late  in  the  season  to  gather  the  plant  anyhow,  it 
became  a  problem  to  secure  a  suitable  preparation  of  the  drug.  It 
occurred  to  me,  however,  that  I  had  heard  of  rhus  being  used  by 
homoeopathists  for  certain  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  skin  simu- 
lating the  well-known  rhus  poisoning.  Following  up  this  thought, 
I  remembered  also  to  have  heard  that  the  basis  of  the  homoeopathic 
therapy  was  a  system  of  tinctures,  which,  it  was  claimed,  were  very 
concentrated. 

''Going  to  my  druggist,  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  of  these  tinc- 
tures? He  replied  in  the  aifirmative.  I  ascertained,  also,  that  he 
had  the  particular  tincture  for  which  I  was  looking.'^ 

The  worthy  author  then  proceeds  to  narrate  how  he  made  a  dilu- 
tion from  this  tincture,  and  how  he  cured,  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time,  three  cases  of  rheumatic  affection.  Here,  then,  was  a 
great  therapeutic  discovery.  Here  was  an  opportunity  to  teach  the 
homoeopaths  something  new  concerning  the  use  of  rhus.  So  when 
Dr.  Carpenter  encountered  the  leading  homoeopathic  physician  of 
Leavenworth,  who,  he  says,  "  is  a  very  intelligent  gentleman,  and  a 
worthy  man  in  every  respect,"  the  following  conversation  took  place : 

"  *  Doctor,^  I  asked,  *  in  what  connection  do  you  and  the  members 
of  your  school  use  rhus  toxicodendron  ?' 

"  '  We  use  it,'  he  replied,  without  any  hesitation,  '  in  certain  forms 
of  rheumatism.' 

"  *  What  forms,'  I  asked, — *  inflammatory  V 

"  '  No/  said  he,  '  in  the  chronic  forms,  in  muscular  rheumatism, 
and  in  different  forms  of  neuralgia.  We  use  it  also  in  the  soreness 
of  muscles,  due  to  over-exercise. 

"  Not  a  word  was  said  about  skin  diseases,  and  in  fact,  so  taken 
back  was  I  that  I  neglected  to  ask  about  that  phase  of  its  therapy. 

"  I  remarked  that  I  had  recently  read  an  article  upon  the  use  of 
rhus  in  rheumatic  affections  and  had  been  trying  it. 

*'  *0h,  yes,'  he  remarked  with  a  bland  smile ;  '  it  is  an  excellent 
remedy  in  those  conditions.  We  have  used  it  for  a  long  time — some 
seventy-five  or  eighty  years,  I  think.'  " 

Thus  endeth  the  paper.  To  say  that  we  were  interested  is  making 
a  mild  statement.  To  say  that  we  were  amused  at  the  author's  in- 
nocence is  likewise. 

But  how  did  the  whilom  editor  of  the  Therapeutic  Gazette  look 
upon  Dr.  Carpenter's  addition  to  medical  literature?  He  didn't 
like  it.  He  proceeded  forthwith  to  make  some  remarks  which  might 
destroy  the  effects  of  such  heretical  teaching.     He  advances  an  argu- 
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ment  (?)  utterly  without  point,  which,  if  it  proves  anything,  proves 
that  as  the  therapeutics  of  the. old  school  are  unreliable  so  far  as  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism  is  concerned,  the  homoeopathic  therapeutics 
of  that  disease  must  be  the  same. 

He  then  tells  how  he  investigated  the  virtues  of  rhus  toxicoden- 
dron. He  purchased  some  of  the  tincture  from  a  leading  homoeo- 
pathic pharmacy.  He  then  proceeded  to  give  it  indiscriminately  in 
a  "  large  number  of  cases,  subacute,  chronic  and  acute  rheumatism.'^ 
He  tried  it  in  all  sorts  of  doses,  and  found  that  it  gave  no  definite 
good  results.  In  other  words,  he  gave  it  indiscriminately,  and  in 
some  cases  good  results  were  obtained.  Now  this  is  just  what  we, 
as  homoeopath ists,  claim  for  rhus — that  it  will  cure  but  a  limited 
number  of  cases  of  rheumatism.  Dr.  Wood,  prescribing  it  indis- 
criminately, only  obtained  good  results  in  those  cases  in  which  it  was 
the  proper  remedy ;  we,  by  our  law,  are  enabled,  a  priori,  to  select 
those  cases  which  rhus  mil  cure,  and  leave  the  remaining  cases  (in 
which  rhus  given  indiscriminately  will  be  valueless)  to  the  benefi- 
cent action  of  other  remedies  equally  potent  for  good  when  indicated. 


A  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  CONFERENCE. 

The  medical  colleges  and  schools  of  Maryland  held  a  meeting  on 
February  7th,  and  as  a  result  of  their  deliberations  issued  an  appeal 
to  the  medical  colleges  of  the  United  States,  asking  them  to  send 
delegates  to  the  approaching  convention  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  a  view  of  effecting  a  reform  in 
the  methods  of  medical  institutions  in  this  country.  "The  follow- 
ing subjects  are  considered  as  most  likely  to  come  up  for  discussion  : 
1.  Three  years'  course  of  six  months'  sessions.  2.  Graded  curricu- 
lum. 3.  Written  or  oral  examinations.  4.  Preliminary  education 
in  English.  5.  Laboratory  instructions  in  chemistry,  histology  and 
pathology." 

Representatives  of  homoeopathic  colleges  were  not  invited  to  be 
present  at  the  proposed  conference ;  but  then  that  was  not  necessary, 
as  all  the  homoeopathic  colleges  in  the  United  States  require  of  their 
students  three  years'  attendance  on  lectures,  each  course  being  of  six 
months  duration  at  least ;  they  also  give  practical  instructions  in 
laboratory  and  class-room  chemistry,  histology,  obstetrics,  surgery, 
anatomy,  etc. 
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There  is  only  one  way  for  the  American  Medical  Association  to 
aid  in  securing  the  proposed  reform,  and  that  is  by  amending  its  by- 
laws so  as  to  provide  that  no  physician  shall  be  eligible  to  member- 
ship who  is  a  graduate  of  a  medical  college  that  does  not  make  the 
above-named  requirements  of  its  graduates.  This  is  what  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homoeopathy  did,  and  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation should  follow  its  worthy  example. 


1 


EXAMINATIONS  FOR  APPOINTMENT  IN  THE  MEDICAL  CORPS  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  ARMY. 

We  take  pleasure  in  making  the  following  announcement,  though 
we  have  not  been  requested  to  do  so  : 

"  An  Army  Medical  Board  will  be  in  session  in  New  York  City, 
N.  Y.,  from  May  1  to  May  31,  1890,  for  the  examination  of  candi- 
dates for  appointment  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United  States 
army  to  fill  existing  vacancies. 

"  Persons  desiring  to  present  themselves  for  examination  by  the 
board  will  make  application  for  the  necessary  invitation  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  before  April  1,  1890,  stating  the  place  of  birth,  place 
and  State  of  residence,  and  enclosing  certificates  based  on  personal 
knowledge  from  at  least  two  physicians  of  repute,  as  to  professional 
standing,  American  citizenship,  character  and  moral  habits ;  also 
statement  of  service  in  hospital  from  authorities  thereof  Ls  desirable. 
The  candidate  must  be  between  twenty-one  and  twenty-eight  years 
of  age  and  a  graduate  from  a  regular  medical  college,  as  evidence  of 
which  his  diploma  must  be  submitted  to  the  board." 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  homoeopathic  physicians  are  not  eli- 
gible to  appointments  in  the  army  and  navy  service.  Whenever  this 
subject  has  been  brought  before  the  proper  authorities  we  are  told 
that  such  is  not  the  case;  that  no  homcBopath  has  been  refused,  etc. 
We  therefore  publish  the  above  notice,  and  would  call  upon  some  of 
our  representative  young  men  to  make  application  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  the  necessary  invitation  to  the  examination,  and  that  in 
proof  of  his  graduation  from  a  regular  medical  college  he  exhibit  his 
diploma  from  his  homoeopathic  alma  mater.  If  he  is  refused  the 
invitation  requested,  then  let  the  reasons  for  that  refusal  be  made 
known,  and  action  taken  on  the  same  at  the  first  annual  session  of 
the  American  Institute  succeeding. 
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GLEANINGS. 


GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BY 
S.  LILIENTHAL,  M.D..  E.  M.  6RAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D..  W.  W.  VAN  BAUN,  M.D., 


On  the  Function  of  the  Stomach  in  Diseases  op  the  Heart.— E.  Huefler 
{Munch.  Med,  Wochenechri/i,  1889,  xxxvi.,  No.  33,)  fMivB  that  of  the  various  af- 
fections in  which  the  stomach  is  secondarily  disordered,  tuberculosis  is  the  only 
one  in  which  sufficiently  careful  and  extended  investigations  have  been  carried  on. 
A  second  group  of  disorders,  in  which  Ewald  says  there  is  a  chronic  catarrh,  is  that 
of  the  diseases  of  the  heart.  As  it  is  such  a  common  occurrence  for  patients  with 
cardiac  affections  to  complain  chiefly,  or  even  exclusively,  of  gastric  symptoms, 
the  author  has  endeavored,  in  a  series  of  cases,  to  examine  the  actual  condition  of 
the  gastric  function  as  far  as  the  state  of  the  patients  permitted.  With  this  end  in 
view,  he  administered  the  meal  proposed  by  Leube  usually  at  about  9  o'clock,  and 
on  an  empty  stomach.  The  meal  consisted  of  eight  ounces  of  roasted  and  chopped 
beef,  one  ounce  of  bread,  and  not  more  than  one  glass  of  water. 

In  two  hours  the  eflbrt  was  made  to  press  out  some  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
through  the  sound,  and  without  the  addition  of  water.  This  was  always  successful. 
The  remainder  was  left  to  undergo  digestion,  and  a  sample  of  it  was  removed  after 
this  had  been  going  on  six  hours;  the  stomach  being  after  this  entirely  washed  out. 
Where  the  condition  of  the  patient  permitted  it,  these  examinations  were  frequently 
repeated.  In  other  cases  only  the  two  examinations  were  made  in  all,  ana  some- 
times these  conducted  on  different  days. 

The  material  which  had  been  removed  was  filtered,  and  its  reaction  tested  with 
litmus  paper.  The  presence  of  hydrochloric  acid  was  then  tested  with  phloroglu- 
cin-vanillin,  and  that  of  lactic  acid  by  Ufielmann's  test.  It  was  not  found  necessary 
to  determine  the  degree  of  acidity.  Methyl-violet  was  also  employed  in  the  ex- 
amination for  hydrochloric  acid,  but  the  author  considers  it  by  no  means  so  reliable 
as  Gunzburg's  reagent.  Where  the  quantity  of  the  gastric  juice  obtained  per- 
mitted it,  the  digestive  strength  was  tested  in  a  warming-oven  at  98.6°  F.,  and 
sometimes  the  examination  for  syntonin  and  propeptone  was  carried  out.  The 
author  gives  the  details  of  the  individual  cases — ten  in  all— and  remarks  on  the 
fact  that,  except  in  one  instance,  free  hydrochloric  acid  was  never  found  in  the 
gastric  contents  in  heart  disease.  In  this  case  there  was  free  acid  present  after  six 
hours;  at  a  time  when  hydrochloric  acid  should  have  disappeared  from  the  normal 
stomach.  The  case  was  therefore  one  of  hyperacidity,  which  the  alkalinizing  ac- 
tion of  the  heart  disease  had  not  been  able  to  neutralize. 

The  author  believes  that,  as  a  result  of  passive  congestion  in  the  circulation  in 
the  stomach,  either  there  is  an  effusion  of  alkaline  serum  mixing  with  the  acid,  or 
else  the  simple  retardation  of  the  blood-current  is  answerable  for  the  diminution  of 
hydrochloric  acid.  The  disturbance  of  the  secretion  is  evidently  very  easily  af- 
fected, since  the  majority  of  the  patients  examined  had  no  subjective  symptoms  of 
gastric  disorder.  Mild  cases  of  heart  disease  do  not  necessarily  produce  a  gastric 
catarrh,  but  simply  a  diminished  secretion ;  and  the  lack  of  fine  divisions  of  the 
food,  which  is  the  result  of  this,  is  overcome  by  the  powerful  muscular  action  of 
the  stomach.  It  is  advisable,  therefore,  to  administer  hydrochloric  acid  to  patients 
with  heart  disease  in  order  to  favor  thi^  minute  division  of  the  food,  and  to  re- 
lieve the  gastric  muscles  of  the  necessity  of  pressing  largre  portions  through  the 
pylorus.  In  this  way  the  development  of  an  actual  catarrh  may,  perhaps,  be  pre- 
vented.— Amer.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  December,  1889. 

Gunpowder  Stains.— The  Peon*a-2tf(mM/y  claims  that  the  stains  produced  by 
gunfiowder  may  be  removed  by  first  painting  the  skin  with  a  solution  of  biniodide 
of  ammonium  in  an  equal  part  of  distilled  water,  then  with  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid. 
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The  Inheritance  of  Ttbeeculosis.— To  determine  if  the  children  of  tuber- 
culous parents  inherit  the  disease,  or  simply  the  predisposition.  Dr.  Sanchez-To- 
ledo, Lyon  Medicalfj  October  20,  1889, — made  the  following  experiments:  In  the 
first  series,  on  fifteen  pregnant  Guinea-pigs,  1  cc.  of  the  tubercular  virus  of  Koch 
was  iniected  in  the  jugular  vein.  At  the  end  of  twelve  or  fifteen  days  the  ani- 
'  mals  died  with  their  organs  filled  with  bacilli.  Thirty-five  foetuses  were  removed 
in  whose  organs  no  traces  of  the  germs  were  found.  Cultures  of  the  bl<K)d,  liver 
and  spleen  remained  completely  negative.  Thirty-five  Guinea-pigs  inoculated  with 
the  foetal  organs  remained  in  good  health,  and  when  killed  no  trace  of  tubercular 
disea.se  was  found. 

In  another  series,  eleven  pregnant  Guinea-pigs  were  inoculated  by  injections  into 
the  pleura,  and  their  seventeen  foetuses  gave  the  same  negative  results.  Finally, 
in  a  third  series,  nine  pregnant  Guinea-pigs  were  inoculated  under  the  skin,  with 
cultures  or  the  fresh  expectorations  from  phthisical  patients,  with  the  same  results 
as  above.  The  author  deduces  from  these  experiments  that  the  bacillus  tuber- 
culosis rarely  enters  the  placenta,  and  that  in  consequence  direct  hereditation  of 
tuberculosis  is  very  exceptional. 

As  to  the  rarity  of  the  transmission  compared  with  anthrax,  chicken  cholera, 
etc.,  he  believes  it  is  because  the  microbes  of  these  diseases  lie  in  the  blood, 
whilst  the  habitat  of  Koch's  bacteria  is  the  lymphatic  system. — Medical  News.   • 

The  Curability  of  Phthisis.— From  a  clinical  and  pathological  study  of  the 
subject,  Harris  thinks  that  we  are  warranted  in  recognizing  three  groups  of  cases  as 
bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  curability  of  phthisis.  1.  Cases  where  the  only 
remains  of  tuberculosis  are  fibrous  tissue  or  completely  calcified  caseous  foci.  These 
are  the  only  cases  which  can  be  regarded  as  perfectly  healed.  2.  Cases  where  there 
remains  a  caseous  mass,  which  is  not  at  all  or  only  partially  calcified.  Such  cases 
are  probably  not  uncommonly  regarded  by  the  physician  as  cases  of  healed  phthisis, 
but  by  the  pathologist  they  cannot  be  so  considered.  They  are  cases  which  may 
give  rise  to  local  or  general  tuberculosis.  Probably  many  cases  of  phthisis,  at  one 
period  of  their  history,  come  under  this  class,  such  cases  being  characterizied  by  a 
history  of  a  previous  illness,  due  to  a  tubercular  lesion  in  the  lung,  from  which  the 
patient  has  recovered,  and  remained  free  from  signs  of  disease  for  a  longer  or  a 
shorter  period.  3.  Cases. which  are  characterized  pathologically  by  the  formation 
of  much  fibrous  tissue,  but  where  microsoopically  all  the  elements  of  tubercle  are  to 
be  found  at  the  periphery  of  the  lesion.  Clinically  these  cases  present  the  usual 
features  of  a  very  chronic  phthisis,  but  in  some  cases  the  lung  change  is  so  limited 
and  so  very  slow  in  progress  that  the  general  health  is  .very  little  anected,  and  the 
physical  signs  may  oe  very  indefinite  and  not  at  all  conclusive  as  to  the  existence 
of  phthisis.  Not  uncommonly  the  physical  signs  are  considered  to  indicate  that  the 
tubercular  process  is  quiescent,  which  is  not  the  case.  It  is  probable  that  the 
majority  ol  cases  of  phthisis  which  have  at  one  time  presented  distinct  symptoms 
and  physical  signs,  and  at  a  later  period  have  become  apparently  quiescent,  really 
belong  to  this  class.  They  are  cases  which  are  very  misleading  to  the  physician, 
since  they  cannot  be  regarded  as  perfectly  cured,  but  only  quiescent  for  a  period. 
If  we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  such  a  lesion  microsoopically,  at  a  time 
when  from  clinical  observation  we  shouldinfer  they  were  quiescent,  we  should  find 
that  there  were  signs  of  activity  at  the  periphery  of  the  focus. — British  Medical 
Joumalt  December  21,  1889. 

Phthisis  Has  a  Low  Rate  of  Mortality.— That  there  are  conditions  under 
which  human  beings  recover  from  consumption  seems  to  be  well  proved  by  many 
observers.  Loomis  is  recently  reported  to  have  said  that  in  no  less  than  60  per  cent, 
of  the  patients  dying  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  there  were  old  tubercular  changes  in  the 
lungs,  the  disease  having  been  recovered  from.  If  13  or  15  per  cent,  of  all  deaths 
are  from  consumption,  and  60  per  cent,  of  those  who  die  of  other  diseases  have  had 
consumption,  or  at  least  **  tubercular  change  in  the  lungs,  from  which  they  have 
recovered,"  it  would  appear  that  the  specific  cause  gains  a  lodgment  in  73  per  cent, 
of  all  persons,  and  proves  fatal  in  onl/  about  13  or  15  per  cent,  of  all  persons. 
Mnsser,  speaking  of  tubercular  phthisis,  said  :  "  In  the  autopsies  made  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Hospital  it  is  surprising  to  see  the  almost  universal  presence  of  this  disease, 
in  a  more  or  less  active  state,  in  patients  dying  from  other  affections,  such  as 
Brighi's  disease  or  carcinoma" — Journal  of  the  American  Med.  Associationf  January 
18, 1890. 
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A  New  Method  of  Administering  Cod-liveb  Oil.— Gubb,  of  London,  is 
authority  for  the  statement  that  the  disagreeable  taste  of  cod-liver  oil  may  be  made 
to  entirely  disappear  by  mixing  the  oil  with  eztmct  of  malt  that  has  been  prepared 
in  vacuo.  Attention  is  directed  in  this  connection  to  a  remarkable  phenomenon  : 
The  aqueous  extract  of  malt  placed  in  contact  with  cod-liver  oil  dissolves  it.  This 
solution  is  perfectly  dear  and  transparent,  and  shows  no  fat  globules  under  the 
microscope.  In  this  manner,  strange  an  it  i^iay  Keem,  a  true  solution  is  produced. 
To  displace  the  oil  it  is  only  necessary  to  plucte  a  drop  of  water  on  the  surface,  when 
immediately  smail'drops  of  oil  will  appear.  In  this  manner  the  oil  which  was  in 
solution  becomes  an  emulsion,  but  this  emulsion  is  more  perfect  than  that  of  butter 
in  milk.  Only  extracts  of  malt  which  are  rich  in  diastase  possess  this  property. 
Invalids:,  and  especially  children,  enjoy  the  emulsion,  and  far  fiom  disturbing  diges- 
tion as  the  raw  oil  too  often  does,  the  malt  improves  it. — Joum.  of  the  Amer.  Med» 
Asaoeiaiionj  January  1 1 ,  1890. 

Resobcin  in  Asthma.— a ndeer  reports  the  case  of  a  lady  who  suffered  for  two 
days  with  cramps,  excessive  gastric  flatulence,  pressure  over  the  diaphragm,  dysp- 
noea with  pains  radiating  both  upwards  and  downwards ;  took  one  gramme  of  resor- 
cin  dissolved  in  water,  with  great  relief.  In  another  severe  attack  which  occurred 
some  time  afier  the  one  just  mentioned,  another  similar  dose  brought  on  a  refresh- 
ing sleep,  since  which  she  has  had  no  attack  of  asthma. 

In  another  patient,  an  emphysematous  workman  of  middle  age,  resorcin  gave 
more  relief  to  the  asthma  than  any  remedy  he  had  hitherto  tried. 

A  gentleman  of  middle  age,  suffering  from  asthma  with  disease  of  the  nasal  cavi- 
ties, was  advised  to  have  his  nose  operated  upon.  But,  being  averse  to  such  a 
procedure,  he  took  resorcin  in  such  a  large  dose  as  to  cause  acute  poisoning ;  but 
there  followed  a  long,  refreshing  sleep,  from  which  he  awoke  entirely  free  from  his 
asthma.     He  has  remained  well  since  then  —AUgem,  Med.  CejUr,  Zeitung,  98,  1889. 

An  Effect  op  Morphia  Eating. — In  a  clinical  lecture  on  morphia  eating.  Dr. 
William  Pepper  said  that  it  was  his  experience,  that  when  morphia  has  been  given 
for  any  lensth  of  time  for  the  relief  of  pain,  there  occurs  a  mimicry  of  the  disease  on 
the  gradual  withdrawal  of  the  drug ;  a  simulation  of  the  original  aches  and  pains 
which  imitate  the  real  complaint  so  cunningly  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  decide 
their  true  source.— Cbiuu/a  Laticetj  January,  1890. 

The  Influence  of  Oxygen  Upon  the  Nitrogenous  Substances  op  the 
Urine. — Dr.  Krafil  (Revue  Medicale  de  la  Suisse  Bomande),  has  been  making  re- 
searches to  throw  some  light  upon  the  problem  of  combustion  in  the  body.  His 
experiments  bore  upon  the  relation  of  oxygen  to  urea,  uric  acid,  and  the  total  nit- 
rogen of  the  urine.  He  was  searching  to  find  out  whether  oxygen  affected  these 
bodies  qualitatively  or  quantitatively  ;  whether  by  oxidation  of  uric  acid  it  was  able 
to  convert  that  substance  into  urea,  and  whether  uric  acid  is  an  intermediate  waste 
product,  or  whether  it  has,  so  to  speak,  an  independent  origin.  The  experiments 
were  conducted  with  great  care  and  attention  to  details,  as  regards  both  the  chemical 
processes  employed  and  the  general  conditions.  The  subject  was  the  author  him- 
belf ;  he  having  satisfied  himself  that  he  was  in  health  and  that  the  urine  was 
normal  in  every  respect.  The  diet,  mental  and  physicjil  work,  and  sleep,  were 
practically  the  same  during  the  period  of  sixteen  days  over  which  the  experiments 
extended.  The  same  regimen  was  adopted  for  three  days  before.  During  the  first 
period  of  eight  days  without  oxygen  inhalations  the  amount  of  urine,  urea,  uric 
acid,  and  total  nitrogen  of  the  urine  were  carefully  noted,  and  the  body-weight  taken 
three  times  daily.  This  was  done  also,  during  the  second  period  of  eight  days, 
upon  each  of  which  rather  more  than  thirty-five  litres  of  pure  oxygen  were  inhaled. 
The  following  are  the  results  obtained.  Urine:  The  difference  ^tween  the  total 
amount  passed  in  each  of  the  two  periods  was  only  lOc.c,  and  the  average  dil!er- 
eoce  for  the  days  was  2  c.  c.  This  goes  to  prove  that  the  diet  was  practicsilly  the 
same  throughout.  Urea:  Taking  the  average  daily  amount  of  each  period,  the 
difference  was  only  about  ten  grains  in  favor  of  the  second.  This  proves  nothing, 
as  the  amount  of  urea  excreted  varies  considerably  in  natural  conditions.  (Jrtc acid : 
The  difference  here  was  less  than  one  grain  in  favor  of  the  period  without  oxygen. 
Total  nitrogen :  The  difference  here  is  more  marked,  being  about  thirty-five  grains 
in  favor  of  the  second  period — that  with  oxygen.  But  this  can  scarcely  be  considered 
to  be  of  importance.  Estimating  the  uric  acid  and  urea  as  nitrogen,  there  was 
foand  during  the  period  with  oxygen  an  average  diminution  in  uric  acid  of  about 
voi*.  XXV. — 13 
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one-fifth  grain,  and  an  average  increase  in  urea  of  about  4^  grains.  Taking  into 
consideration,  tl^en,  the  quantity  of  oxygen  absorbed  daily  (thirty-five  litres),  it 
appears  to  be  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  oxygen  inhaled  has  any  influence  upon 
the  formation  of  uric  acid.  The  body > weight  was  lessened  about  ten  ounces.  This 
is  contrary  to  the  efiect  usually  observed  after  inhalation  of  oxygen  ;  but  ihe  diet  in 
this  case  being  fixed,  an  improved  appetite  had  no  influence.  The  conclusions 
drawn  from  these  observations  are :  That  inhalation  of  oxygen  neither  increases  Ihe 
urea  nor  diminishes  the  uric  acid  ;  that  there  is  no  oxidation  of  uric  acid,  and  that 
there  is  no  relation  in  that  respect  between  it  and  urea,  and  that  the  increase  in  the 
total  amount  of  nitrogen  eliminated  during  the  oxygen  period  is  not  large  enough 
to  warrant  the  drawing  of  any  conclusion  from  it. — The  Manchester  Medical  Chronicle, 
January,  1890. 

Oxygen  in  the  Treatment  op  LEUKiEMiA  and  Grave  An-emias.— Drs.  Da 
Costa  and  Hersberg  report  results  in  the  treatment  of  two  cases  of  splenic  lenktemia, 
and  two  of  chlorosis,  with  inhalations  of  oxygen.  The  changes  in  the  blood  in  the 
cases  observed  were  followe<l  out  in  every  detail,  and  the  conclusions  rest,  therefore 
not  on  impressions,  but  on  actual  minute  inspection  of  the  blood -corpuscles ;  though 
positive  conclusions  cannot  be  drawn  from  so  few  cases.  The  improvement  in  all  was 
so  rapid  that  the  method  claims  a  fair  trial  in  every  case  of  grave  ameraia.  The 
first  patient  was  a  boy  aged  thirteen,  with  general  debility,  and  enlarged  spleen, 
and  blood -corpuscles  numbering  2,350,000  red  to  320,000  white,  per  cubic  milli- 
metre. Bashara's  mixture,  ergot,  trinitine,  galvanism  and  other  measures  were 
without  effect,  the  patient  growing  rapidly  worse.  On  inhaling  daily  from  20  to 
30  litres  of  oxygen,  immediate  improvement  commenced  and  continued.  In  two 
months  the  patient  resumed  work,  and  at  the  end  of  the  third  month  the  red  cor- 
puscles numbered  4,H50,000  and  the  white  about  normal. 

Case  11.  A  man  of  thirty-five  years,  suffering  from  polyuria  with  an  unquestionable 
thirst  leading  to  excessive  alcoholism.  This  patient  had  undoubtedly  suff^ered  from 
leukeemia  for  years.  The  regulation  treatment,  as  usual,  proved  a  complete  failure. 
The  patient  was  exceedingly  weak,  with  oedematous  feet  and  legs;  dyspncea  on 
slighest  exertion,  profuse  watery  diarrhoea ;  temperature  102.3° ;  depressed  in  spirits, 
etc.  Great  emaciation  with  an  enormous  spleen  extending  two  inches  beyond  the  um- 
bilicus. The  blood  contained  1,440,000  red  corpuscles  and  1,1 20,000  leucocytes,  a 
proportion  of  as  1 :  1^.  The  leucocytes  were  of  various  sizes  and  shapes,  and  the  red 
corpuscles  were  pale  in  color,  and  were  not  formed  in  rouleaux,  but  were  widely  sepa- 
rated. After  two  days'  inhalations  of  oxygen,  10  litres,  three  times  a  day,  thechsracter 
of  the  blood  was  entirely  changed  ;  observed  on  the  ^lass  slide,  the  large  and  mis- 
shapen leucocytes  had  entirely  disappeared,  the  red  corpuscles  formed  rapidly  in 
rouleaux.  At  the  end  of  the  week  oedema  had  almost  disappeared,  the  temperature 
had  steadily  fallen,  until  it  reached  normal;  the  appetite  was  good.  The  number 
of  white  corpuscles  had  diminished  nearly  one- half,  while  the  red  had  gained 
a  million.  With  the  exception  of  a  short  period,  during  which,  from  indiscretions 
of  the  patient,  the  white  corpuscles  increased  and  the  red  diminished,  slightly,  the 
patient  steadily  improved  in  every  respect,  the  spleen  being  marKedly  reduced  in 
size.  During  the  course  of  treatment  the  oxygen  was  increased  to  100  litres  a  day 
in  two  sittings.  No  other  drugs  were  given  other  than  a  mild  hypnotic  at  night  and, 
for  a  few  days,  Basham's  mixture.  In  two  cases  of  chlorosis,  oxygen  was  used  as  an 
adjunct  to  iron.  The  results,  while  excellent,  were  not  as  gooti  as  in  the  cjises  of 
leukeemia. — Amer.  Joum.  Med  5ci.,  November,  1889. 

Origin  op  the  Vesicular  Respiratory  Murmur.— Dehio  {DeiUfche  Med. 
Wochem'hr.,  No.  29,  595,  1889),  claims  that  several  clinical  facts  oppose  the  expla- 
nation given  by  Boas  and  Penzoldt  of  the  origin  of  the  vesicular  respiratory  mur- 
mur, according  to  which  it  is  to  be  considered  as  a  bronchial  respiration,  a  slenosi**- 
sound  produced  in  the  larynx  and  modified  by  passing  through  the  pulmonary 
parenchyma  containing  air.  Among  these  facts  is  the  diminution  of  the  vesicular 
murmur  in  cases  of  laryngeal  stenosis,  though  there  is  a  very  loud  sound  of  stenosis 
produced  in  the  larynx. 

The  diminution  of  the  murmur  in  dry  pleurisy,  owing  to  the  limitation  of  motion 
of  the  affected  side  as  a  result  of  pain,  and  the  harsh  puerile  breathius:  of  children, 
though  without  any  increase  of  bronchial  breathing  over  the  larynx  and  trachea, are 
both  opposed  to  the  theory  of  Penzoldt.  If  heavy  weights  are  laid  on  one  side  of  the 
thorax  of  a  man  in  a  reclining  position,  until  the  respiratory  movements  are  nearly 
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or  entirely  prevented,  the  yefiicular  murronr  is  made  decidedly  weaker  than  on  the 
other  side,  which  could  hardly  be  the  case  were  this  simply  a  transmitted  sound. 

Dehio  holds  that  vesicular  respiration  is  not  a  sound  transmitted  from  the  larynx, 
but  is  produced  within  the  lungs,  and  he  believes  that  the  following  experiment  de- 
monstrates this :  A  lung,  dried  by  injections  of  glycerin  and  consequently  ela^^tic, 
is  distended  by  air  blown  from  bellows  through  the  bronchus;  but  at  the  same  time 
a  loose  plug  of  cotton  placed  in  the  bronchus  does  away  with  any  bronchial  mur- 
mur which  might  otherwise  arise.  The  ear  placed  over  the  lung  will  now  hear  no 
bronchial  murmur,  but  a  loud  and  unmistakable  vesicular  murmur.  We  must, 
therefore,  return  to  the  former  view,  that  the  vesicular  sound  is  produced  within 
the  lung. 

Regarding  the  question  as  to  how  this  is  brought  about,  there  are  two  possibili- 
ties: 

1.  That  the  sound  is  due  to  vibrations  of  the  air  passing  through  the  lungs,  these 
vibrations  being  seated  in  the  finest  bronchioles  or  in  the  alveoli ;  since  were  they 
produced  in  the  large  bronchi,  a  bronchial  murmur  would  be  the  result. 

2.  The  view  of  Gerhardt,  is  that  the  vesicular  sound  is  the  result  of  the  tension  on 
the  pulmonary  parenchyma,  especially  of  the  alveolar  septa,  occurring  at  each  in- 
spiration. Dehio  believes  the  following  experiment  proves  that  Gerhardt's  expla- 
nation is  not  correct,  and  that  the  theory  of  the  vibrations  of  the  current  of  air  is 
the  one  to  be  adopted.  The  glycerin-dried  lung  is  moderately  distended,  the  cotton 
placed  in  the  bronchus,  as  before,  and  for  the  same  purpose,  and  the  bronchus  then 
closed  entirely  airtight. 

If  now  gentle  compression  be  made  on  any  part  of  the  lung  and  then  the  pressure 
be  relaxed,  a  distinct  vesicular  murmur  can  be  heard  on  auscultation.  This  must  be 
due  to  the  motion  of  the  air  from  one  part  of  the  parenchyma  to  another  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  pressure,  and  the  return  of  the  same  to  the  compressed  alveoli  after 
the  pressure  is  removed. 

AViih  the  moderate  distension  of  the  lung,  there  can  be  no  possibility  of  tension 
on  the  parenchyma  such  as  Gerhardt  claims.  Since  we  know,  now,  that  sonorous 
vibrations  of  air  in  the  bronchial  tubes  can  only  be  produced  where  there  is  a  sudden 
alteration  of  calibre,  the  sound  must  be  developed  at  the  point  at  which  the  finest 
bronchi  normally  undergo  a  sudden  narrowing,  t.€.,  at  their  last  bifurcation,  and  at 
the  point  of  entrance  of  the  bronchi  into  the  infundibula.  The  combination  of  these 
numerous  stenosis-murmurs  is  the  origin  of  that  acoustic  phenomena  which  we  desig- 
nate the  vesicnlar  respiratory  murmur. 

In  the  living  person,  however,  there  is  a  combination  of  this  with  the  bronchial 
sound  transmitted  from  the  trachea  and  bronchi,  and  altered  by  passing  through 
lung  tissue. 

The  vesicular  murmur  heard  on  the  living  chest  is,  therefore,  somewhat  modified, 
and  is  not  always  so  distinct  as  that  heard  over  the  prepared  lung. — Amer.  Joum. 
Med.  Sei, 

Effects  of  Prolonged  Chloroform  AN-asxHEsiA. — Some  observations  made 
about  two  years  ago  by  Dr.  Ungar  pointed  to  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart  and 
liver  as  the  cause  of  death  after  repeated  prolonged  administration  of  chloroform. 
Further  experiments  on  dogs  have  recently  been  made  by  Dr.  Strassman,  which 
appear  to  confirm  this  view.  Dr.  Strassman  found  that  the  first  organ  to  be  affected 
was  the  liver,  then  the  heart,  and  after  that  other  viscera.  The  nature  of  the  morbid 
change  was  not  a  fatty  degeneration,  but  fatty  infiltration.  The  actual  cause  of 
death  in  fatal  cases  appeared  to  be  the  cardiac  affection,  as  in  all  such  a  very  marked 
d^ree  of  change  was  found  in  the  heart.  In  non-fatal  cases  the  morbid  change 
was  found  to  have  di.'tappeared  in  a  few  weeks'  time.  AVhen  morphine  was  given 
previous  to  the  chloroform,  less  of  the  latter  was  required,  and,  consequently,  the 
changes  produced  were  not  so  considerable  as  when  the  ordinary  amount  was  given. 
Animals  suflering  from  hunger,  loss  of  blood,  etc.,  were  especially  predisposed  to 
the  morbid  changes  due  to  chloroform. — The  Lancet. 

To  Cure  a  Black  Eye. — There  is  nothing  to  compare  with  the  tincture  or  a 
strong  infusion  of  capsicum  annuum  mixed  with  an  e<jual  bulk  of  mucilage  of  gum 
Arabic,  and  with  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  glycerm.  This  should  be  painted 
all  over  the  surface  with  a  camelVhair  pencil  and  allowed  to  dry  on,  a  second  or 
third  coatine  being  applied  as  soon  as  the  first  is  dry.  If  done  as  soon  as  the 
injury  is  inflicted,  the  treatment  will  invariably  prevent  the  blackening  of  the 
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bruised  tissue.    The  same  remedy  has  no  equal  in  rheumatic  stiff  neck.-— iSt.  Louu 
Polyclinic, 

Inhajlations  of  Cold  Aib  in  H-emoptysis.— Dr.  P.  de  Tullio,  assistant  to 
Prof.  Cantani,  in  the  University  Clinique,  at  Naples,  has  lately  suggested  a  method 
of  applying  cold  air  directly  to  the  interior  of  the  limgs  in  cases  of  pulmonary 
haemorrhage.  The  apparatus  consists  of  a  metal  box  through  which  run  several 
tubes,  which  communicate  with  an  outer  larger  tube  leading  to  a  mouthpiece, 
which  the  patient  holds  between  his  lips.  The  box  is  filled  with  ice,  or  with  a  mix- 
ture of  snow  and  salt,  so  as  to  cover  the  tubes.  Air  is  then  pumped  with  a  suitable 
bellows  into  the  tubes,  and  in  its  passage  through  the  box  containing  the  refrigerant 
sulwtance  it  becomes  cooled  down  to  0^  centigrade.  This  is  ascertained  by  means  of 
a  thermometer  introduced  into  the  tube  at  some  distance  beyond  the  box,  through 
an  aperture  which  can  be  closed  wiih  a  cork.  Dr.  de  TulHo  reports  three  cases  in 
which  severe  haemoptysis  was  arretted  by  this  plan,  when  drugs,  ioe  to  the  chest, 
and  the  other  usual  measures  had  failed.  It  does  not,  of  course,  cure  the  condition 
on  which  the  bleeding  depends,  but  it  is  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  symptom. — 
Medical  Recorder. 

The  Pseudo-Paraplboia  of  Rachitis. — It  often  happens  that  children  on 
reaching  the  age  of  two,  four  or  even  five  years,  are  found  unable  to  walk  or  even 
sit  up ;  the  amount  of  disability  varying  with  the  Keverity  of  the  case.  Even  when 
it  does  succeed  in  walking,  its  gait  is  interfered  with  by  frequent  falls.  It  is  a  common 
mii^take  to  diagnose  such  cases  as  infantile  paralysis,  or  paralysis  from  reflex  causes, 
certainly  a  grave  error.  Dr.  H.  W.  Berg  in  laying  down  rules  for  the  recognition  of 
fiiieh  cases,  says  that  the  patient  is  possessed  of  the  typical  rachitic  body.  Open  fonta- 
nel le8,  the  rachitic  rosary,  and  the  enlargements  at  the  ends  of  the  long  bones  are 
all  present.  A  most  important  diagnostic  point  is  that  the  bony  prominences  at  the 
inRertion  of  muscles  are  felt  to  be  exceedingly  tender.  This  excessive  tenderness  at 
the  |)oint8  of  muscular  insertion  is  due  to  a  chronic  periostitis  at  joint  ends.  When 
the  little  one  is  in  the  recumbent  position,  it  will  be  found  that  he  has  good  control 
over  all  the  movements  of  the  joints.  The  electrical  reactions  of  all  the  muscles  are 
normal.  This  differentiates  it  from  poliomyelitis  anterior.  From  post-diphtheritic 
paralysis,  it  may  be  separated  by  the  history  of  the  case.  The  prognosis  in  cases  of 
rachitic  pseudo- paraplegia  is  favorable,  all  cases  eventually  ending  in  recovery  of 
motor  power. — Medical  Record,  November  16, 1889. 

Gastric  Tabetic  Crises — (1)  The  crises  of  tabes  may  become  so  severe,  that 
we  think  of  biliary  or  nephritic  colic,  or  of  poisoning.  In  other  cases  symptoms  of 
collapse  prevail,  so  that  the  cyanotic,  nearly  unconscious,  prostrate  patient  may  be 
considereil  to  suffer  from  cholera  or  uraemia.  Again  it  may  set  in  as  a  comatose 
stupor,  apparently  pointing  to  cerebral  affections.  (2)  Sometimes  only  the  pains  are 
present,  without  any  vomiting,  or  (3)  there  may  be  no  pain,  but  only  vomiting. 
(4 )  In  rare  case«  the  crises  may  appear  daily,  but  are  of  shorter  duration.  (5)  More 
frequently  they  last  unusually  long,  a  month  or  more,  and  the  intervals  become 
steadily  shorter ;  aggravation  and  amelioration  may  alternate.  Buzzard  reports  a  case 
where  the  pains,  inappetency  and  vomiting  lasted  nine  months.  Sometimes  gastric 
crises  alternate  with  laryngeal  crises;  in  the  latter  case  there  is  an  unceasing  dry 
cough,  similar  to  whooping  cough,  spastic  laryngeal  attacks  with  tendency  to  suffoca- 
tion, a  deep  ba.s.s  voice,  etc. ;  it  often  happens  that  several  years  may  elapse  before 
the  disease  is  fully  recognized  as  tabes  dorsalis. — Gaz.  Mtd.  de  Paris. 

Mastitis  in  Males. — Mastitis  in  young  males  during  puberty  is  not  very  rare. 
Its  symptoms  are  painful  stitches  in  the  mammae,  which  may  be  so  sensitive  to  pres- 
sure that  even  the  wearing  of  a  shirt  becomes  unbearable.  The  inflamed  gland  may 
swell  up  to  the  size  of  a  small  orange,  the  nipple  protrudes  and  the  swelling  of  the 
mamma  can  be  easily  felt.  The  affection  is  mostly  unilateral.  Suppuration  is 
exceptional ;  though  the  inflammatory  symptoms  disappear,  the  enlargement  may 
become  permanent.  Traumatism  is  a  frequent  cause  of  the  trouble;  some  believe 
that  it  results  from  onanism,  but  this  is  doubted  by  others.  It  is  an  accidental 
affection  of  puberty  that  usually  parses  away  in  a  few  weeks.  Mastitis  of  adults  may 
be  acute  or  chronic,  or  may  accompany  phthisis.  In  acute  cases  the  symptoms  are 
the  same  as  in  young  people,  but  the  axillary  glands  often  swell  up  and  suppunition 
may  sot  in.  It  also  lasts  longer  than  in  young  people  and  becomes  more  rare  with 
ad  vancing  years.     It  is  generally  due  to  traumatism  and  pressure.    The  chronic  form. 
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always  leaves  behind  some  glandular  enlargement,  and  mu!A  be  differentiated 
from  gyna^iomastia,  when  more  or  leHsof  the  feminine  habitus  prevails  and  the  sexual 
organs  show  an  atrophic  state.  The  mastitis  of  phthisical  patients  is  mostly  uni- 
lateral, withont  any  inflammatory  symptoms,  with  spontaneous  pains  and  some  sen- 
sitivenem  to  pressure,  lasts  several  months  and  passes  away  without  suppuration. — 
Gaz,  Mid.  de  Pixru,  28,  1889. 

Heart  Disease  in  Pregnancy. — The  iniuence  of  pregnancy  on  heart  disease 
— especially  on  mitral  disease — has  been  very  differently  interpreted,  and  the  duties 
of  an  honest  adviser  in  cardiac  cases  in  which  he  is  consulted  as  to  the  permission 
or  advisability  of  marriage  are  by  no  means  clearly. laid  down.  Peter,  Landouzy, 
and  others  were  quite  firmly  opposed  to  marriage  in  the  case  of  a  woman  with  dis- 
tinct mitral  disease,  more  especially  in  stenosis.  M.  Porak  reports  six  deaths  out  of 
thirteen  persons  who  became  pregnant  in  this  condition.  Jaccoud  would  be  in- 
clined to  allow  marriage  in  such  cases  of  mitral  disease  as  have  had  no  secondary 
accidents  due  to  cardiac  disease,  and  to  forbid  it  in  others.  A  case  which  M.  Budin 
publishes  shows  many  of  the  bearings  of  the  question.  Madame  T.,  a  Polish  woman, 
aged  twenty-three,  had  reached  the  eighth  month  of  her  first  pregnancy,  when  she 
was  brought  into  the  Charity  in  a  state  of  serious  cardiac  failure.  Her  sister,  who 
was  a  medical  student,  could  give  good  information  as  to  the  past  history.  Her 
father  died  of  heart  disease,  but  she  had  not  had  any  rheumatism,  chorea,  or  seri- 
ous illness ;  there  had  been  no  oedema,  no  hemoptysis.  That  she  had  had  some 
heart  disease  fifteen  months  ago  was  known,  but  its  nature  and  origin  were  uncer- 
tain. In  the  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy  she  had  had  haemoptysis,  and  her  medi- 
cal attendant  had  examined  the  lungs,  but  not  the  heart.  Dr.  Budin  was  called  in 
about  a  week  before  the  term,  and  found  signs  of  mitral  stenosis  (thrill,  presystolic 
murmur,  and  reduplication  of  the  second  sound)  accompanying  extreme  dyspnoea, 
oedema  and  a  very  weak  pulse.  He  proposed  that  she  should  be  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital and  premature  labor  induced.  This  suggestion  the  family  at  first  declined, 
out  ten  days  later,  as  matters  grew  worse,  she  was  taken  to  the  Charit6  in  a  state  of 
advanced  cyanosis.  The  pulse  was  just  perceptible,  thready,  but  not  intermittent. 
Four  hours  after  her  admission  M.  Budin  det'ided  to  induce  labor,  and  a  large 
uterine  sound  was  introduced.  A  little  chloroform  which  was  used  made  the  pulse 
imperceptible,  but  champagne,  oxygen  and  coffee  supplied  a  little  stimulus.  Pains 
began  in  about  twelve  hours,  and  after  a  very  critical  time  delivery  was  completed 
by  forceps,  the  oedema  of  the  vulva  proving  a  serious  obstacle.  Considerable 
hiemorrhage  and  great  exhaustion  followed,  but  next  day  there  was  improvement, 
and  it  was  noticed  that  the  presystolic  murmur  was  now  replaced  by  a  long  diastolic 
one.  She  died  four  days  after  her  confinement  from  cardiac  failure.  At  the 
necropsy  there  was  found  considerable  stenosis  of  the  mitral  orifice,  with  valves 
that  had  grown  together  at  their  bases,  but  were  nearly  competent  to  prevent  re- 
gurgitation. There  was  also  some  tricuspid  incompetence.  No  bacteria  were  found 
there  by  the  staining  metho<ls  of  Weigert,  Kuhne,  and  Gram.  The  walls  were  pale 
and  the  muscular  tissue  showe<i  many  broken  fibres,  but  there  was  no  fatty  degenera- 
tion. The  liver  and  other  viscera  were  much  congested.  The  most  interesting 
points  are:  (1)  the  reason  of  the  union  of  the  bases  of  the  mitral  valves,  probably 
congenital  and  slowlv  increasing,  and  (2)  the  importance  of  the  haemoptysis  at  the 
fifth  month,  which  if  it  had  been  rightly  interpreted  might  have  led  to  earlier  ob- 
stetrical intervention. 

Pathology  or  Cardiac  Failure.— The  literature  of  the  pathology  of  cardiac 
failure  has  been  enriched  by  a  valuable  paper  read  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Mott  in  the  Pa- 
thology Section  of  the  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association.  In  considering 
this  important  subject.  Dr.  Mott  insisted  that  the  whole  cardio- vascular  system  and 
its  contained  blood  must  be  taken  into  account,  as  in  all  cases  of  circulatory  failure 
there  was  some  alteration  in  its  nutrition.  In  myo-carditis,  fatty  degeneration,  and 
other  conditions,  there  was  usually  coronary  obstruction.  Dr.  Mott  laid  special 
stress  on  the  importance  of  carefully  examining  the  coronary  arteries,  not  only  at 
their  openings  into  the  coronary  sinuses,  but  also  for  some  distance  from  the  mouth, 
as  he  frequently  found  them  constricted  at  as  much  as  one  inch  from  this  point. 
Of  fifty  cases  examined  there  was,  with  one  exception,  organic  disease  of  the  myocar- 
dium. The  degeneration  associated  with  partial  obstruction  was  not  usually  a  fatty 
metamorphosis,  but  often  was  merely  part  of  a  widespread  degenerative  process, 
associatea  with  chronic  inflammation  affecting  the  cardio- vascular  system,  particu- 
larly in  the  heart  and  kidneys.    There  had  been  a  syphilitic  history  in  most  of  the 
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cases  of  complete  obAtruction  of  a  principal  branch  of  one  of  the  main  trunks,  with 
partial  occlusion  of  the  other,  and  of  five  such  ciises  four  had  died  suddenly  from 
syncope  due  to  fatty  degeneration  of  the  myocardium.  In  discu^ising  the  con<litions 
met  with  in  chnmic  alcoholism  in  which  there  was  no  affection  of  the  coronary 
arteries,  but  in  which  fatty  degeneration  had  been  followed  by  sudden  and  fatal 
syncope,  Dr.  Mott  pointed  out  how  in  cases  of  fatty  degeneration  the  arrangement 
of  the  muscles  led  to  imperfect  action  of  the  valves — the  musculi  papillares,  in  which 
the  process  is  be^t  seen,  being  the  continuation  of  the  figure-of-8  bundles  of  muscular 
fibres  in  the  walls  of  the  cavities  of  the  heart. 

This  explanation  could  be  readily  adapted  to  Prof.  McWilliaro's  theory  of  ^  deli- 
rium cordiK."  In  no  case  should  a  conclusion  as  to  fatty  change  be  arrived  at 
without  a  microscopical  examination  ;  and  Dr.  Mott  recommended  that  osmic  acid, 
or  Pal's  modification  of  Weigert's  method,  should  always  be  employed  to  determine 
the  amount  and  distribution  of  fatty  degeneration  of  the  myocardium. — The  Prac- 
titioner j  January,  1890. 

New  Test  for  Albumen. — G.  Roch  recommends  the  application  of  a  reagent, 
which  he  calls  sulpho-salicylic  acid,  in  testing  for  albumen.  It  is  produced  by  the 
action  of  sulphuric  acid  upon  salicylic  acid.  If  a  few  crystals  of  it  are  shaken  up 
with  a  few  ccm.  of  clear  urine,  it  is  possible  to  detect  the  presence  of  0.5  mgr.  of 
albumen  in  10  ccm.  of  urine. — Monalsh.  fUr  prakt.  Dermatol.^  Bd.,  10,  No.  2. 

Pupillary  Changes  with  Neurasthenic  Symptoms.— Pelizueur  found  among 
320  patients  with  symptoms  of  cerebral  neurasthenia,  11  case^  with  inequality  of 
the  pupil,  without  any  other  symptom  of  organic  disease  The  unilateral  dilata- 
tion of  the  pupils  occurred  always  on  the  same  side  in  some  of  the  cases,  while  in 
others  it  changed  from  one  eye  to  the  other.  The  symptom  was  observed  mostly 
when  the  patient  was  constiiutionally  "run  down,"  and  diHa|>peared  temporarily 
when  he  felt  more  like  himself  again. — AUgem.  Med.  Centr,  Zeitang,  1,  1890. 

ScLEROj»is  OF  THE  Pancreas  AND  DiABBTiS. — Pilliet  describes  three  typical 
forms  of  dial>etes.  1.  Those  of  nervous  origin,  such  as  occur  during  the  course  of 
locomotor  ataxia  and  in  sclerosis  of  the  lower  part  of  the  fourth  ventricle.  2.  Cases 
based  on  heredity  or  arising  from  constitutional  csiuses.  accompanied  by  consider- 
able development  of  fat.  3.  Diabetes  in  connection  with  abdominal  changes,  espe- 
cially with  atrophy  or  induration  of  the  pitncreas.  lu  the  nervous  form  the  diabetes 
sets  in  suddenly,  with  great  hunger  and  thirst  and  rapid  emaciation  ;  the  patients 
lose  their  teeth,  hair  and  all  physical  and  moral  power;  the  skin  becomes  dry  and 
pale,  and  patient  may  die  in  less  than  a  year.  2.  In  constitutional  diabetes  the  auto- 
intoxication leads  rapidly  to  dyspnoea  and  coma  or  broncho-pneumonia,  and  tu- 
berculosis hastens  the  fatal  issue.  The  clinical  symptoms  of  atrophy  or  induration 
of  the  pancreas,  which  accompany  these  cast's,  are  uncertain  and  changeable ;  vom- 
iting of  fatty  masses,  fsece^  contain  fat  and  undigested  f(X)d;  the  stomach  fails  to 
tolerate  any  food;  rapid  emaciation;  skin  pale  and  dry,  as  in  affections  of  the 
plexus-solaris.  Sometimes  one  meets  scIeDtic  changes  around  the  veins,  or  atrophy, 
or  induration  in  the  form  of  small  calculi  or  fatty  degeneration. — AUyem.  Med. 
CerUr.  Zeitung,  2,  1890. 

Complications  and  SEQUELiE  of  Influenza. — Holz,  of  Berlin,  reports  s  number 
of  ca^es  of  inflnenzH,  with  complications  and  sequelie:  A  man  of  thirty-six  years 
suffered,  during  an  attack  of  infiueuza  from  most  obstinate  nose-bleed,  which  en- 
dangered his  life,  and  brought  on  a  long  reconvalescence.  Two  si.sters«  six  and  three 
years  old  respectively,  were  attacked  on  the  second  day  of  their  disease  by  choleraic 
symptoms,  with  convulsions  and  loss  of  consciousness,  lasting  24  hours.  Both  re- 
covered. A  man  of  thirty -six  years  had  with  his  grippe  a  most  severe  and  obsti- 
nate headache,  which  soon  changed  to  a  prosopalgia  of  the  first  and  second  branch 
of  the  trigeminus  with  swelling  of  the  upper  lid.  He  acknowledged  syphilis,  and 
was  therefore  put  on  kali  iod.,  which  finally  cured  him.  A  gentleman  of  the  same 
age  caught  the  grippe,  but,  though  very  weak,  attended  to  his  business,  and  a  relapse 
followe(i,  during  which  he  had  fits  of  suffocation,  with  difficulty  of  deglutition, 
caused  by  an  inflammatory  swelling  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  thyroid  gland,  and 
the  swelling  remained  after  the  grippe  left  him.  During  the  development  of  the 
tumor  he  complained  of  pains  in  the  back,  great  prostration  and  copious  sweating. 
The  spleen  appeared  normal ;  there  was  also  a  slight  prominence  of  the  globes  of 
the  eyes,  so  that  one  thought  involuntarily  of  exophthalmic  goitre,  but  Graefe's 
symptom  was  absent,  and  pulse  and  temperature  corresponded. 


1890.]  Gleanings,  191 

Ferrand  of  Paris  observed  a  special  phenomenon,  preceding  the  pulmonary  com- 
plications of  the  grippe,  a  diminution  of  the  respiratory  murmur,  with  aggravated 
resonance  and  increase  of  vocal  vibrations  on  the  whole  or  part  of  a  lung.  He 
considers  it  a  kind  of 'atelectasis  of  the  lun^,  which  passes  into  a  pneumonia.  He 
saw  it  in  a  joung  girl  who  recovered,  and  in  an  old  lady  who  died. — Semaine  Mid. 
3, 1890. 

Influenza  and  Otitis  Media.— Dr.  Lowenberg,  of  Paris,  observed  during  the 
epidemic  of  la  grippe  a  considerable  increase  of  otitis  media,  with  its  intense  pains 
(ceasing  as  soon  as  perforation  took  place),  with  purulent  discharge  and  total  deaf- 
ness ;  there  were  only  slight  catarrhal  troubles  in  the  Eustachian  tube.  The  whole 
trouble  ran  a  rapid  and  favorable  course,  the  otitis  disappearing  with  the  influenza, 
and  the  hearing  being  fully  re-established.  Dr.  Krakauer,  the  chief  otologist  of 
Berlin,  also  met  many  cases  of  otitis  in  his  city  during  the  prevalence  of  la  grippe. 
—BuU.  Med.  3,  1890. 

Measles  Supeevbking  Upon  Urticaria  Pigmentosa.— A.  Morel-Laval le  re- 
ports the  case  of  a  patient  treated  in  the  Hdpital  St.  Liouis,  who  was  iufected  with 
measles  by  another  patient.  The  period  of  incubation  was  exactly  fourteen  davs. 
The  measles  exanthem  appeared  only  sparsely,  but  the  temperature  reached  104°, 
with  severe  bronchitis.  The  simultaneous  occurrence  of  measles  and  urticaria  pig- 
mentosa is  verv  rare.  Unna  has  published  the  only  other  recorded  case. — MoruUah. 
firproH.  DermatoLy  Bd.  9.  No.  12,  1889. 

Action  of  Salicylic  Acid  on  the  Bloodvessels. — Dr.  Linhart,  of  Vienna, 
treated  an  otherwise  healthy  woman,  suffering  from  sub-acute  rheumatism  with  con- 
stant relapses.  Among  other  remedies  she  often  received  salicylate  of  soda,  though 
she  sirenuously.objected  to  it.  as  it  regularly  produced  dyspeptic  symptoms  and 
pains  of  contraction  in  the  sacnil  region,  so  that  sitting,  lying  or  standing  was  pain- 
ful, and  stooping  impossible.  Usually,  her  menstruation  was  painless,  moderate, 
lasting  four  to  five  days;  when  taking  the  salicylate,  they  antepone  from  three 
to  seven  days,  and  are  very  copious,  with  nearly  unbearable  pains  in  the  sacral 
region  and  over  the  symphysis,  with  bearing-down  pains.  The  nearer  to  the 
approach  of  the  menses  she  took  the  salicylate,  the  more  copious  and  painful 
was  the  menstruation.  French  authors  report  that  the  salicylates  paralyze  the 
bloodvessels  and,  whenever  indicated,  they  combine  it  with  small  doses  of  fluid 
extract  of  ergot  to  inhibit  this  paralyzing  effect. —  Wein.  Med.  Presse^  49,  1889. 

Inhalations  in  Phthisis.— Schreiber  has  demonstrated  that  the  infiltrated  por- 
tions of  the  lung  in  phthisis  have  lost  their  respiratory  functions.  To  make  the 
treatment  by  inhalation  it  is  necessary  that  the  medicament  must  be  brought  into 
contact  with  the  diseased  structure.  Hence  the  healthy  portions  of  the  lungs  must 
be  compressed.  In  the  incipiency  of  phthisis,  the  healthy  portion  is  usually  the 
lower  lobes.  Guenther  causes  compression  by  strapping  the  lower  portion  of  the 
chest  with  a  soft,  wide  flannel  bandage  during  the  inhalation  of  the  kreosote  or 
the  hydrofluoric  acid,  as  the  case  may  be.  This  practice  results  in  a  diminution  of 
the  number  of  r&les,  and  changes  the  character  of  the  sputa. — Oeniraibi./.  Klin.  Med,^ 
47, 1889. 

Benal  Affections  During  Influenza. — According  to  Fiessenger,  different 
renal  affections  may  be  observed  during  influenza ;  among  these  may  be  mentioned 
glomerulitis  with  albuminuria,  acute  heemorrhagic  nephritis  without  oedema,  and 
acute  parenchymatous  nephritis.  The  acute  hsemorrhagic  nephritis,  which  might 
be  mistaken  for  a  renal  congestion,  is  here  only  a  complication  of  the  epidemic  dis- 
ease. In  renal  congestion  the  pains  are  more  severe,  and  we  do  not  have  the  bron- 
chial r&les  belonging  to  the  influenza.  Acute  Bright's  disease  was  met  with  in  two 
cases,  and  both  recovered.  The  prognosis  of  all  these  cases  is  favorable;  milk- 
diet  and  rest  in  bed  will  generally  eflect  a  cure  in  two  weeks.  It  may  be  worthy  of 
mention  that  influenza  whose  parasitic  nature  yet  needs  elucidation,  has  renal  af- 
fections as  sequelae  analogous  to  those  met  with  after  other  infectious  diseases. — 
Oaz.  Med.  de  Parts,  22,  1889. 

Menthol  in  Nasal  Diphtheria. — In  a  very  severe  case  of  nasal  diphtheria- 
Dr.  B.  Cholewa  thonght  it  worth  while  to  try  menthol,  as  it  acts  remarkably  well 
in  relieving  acute  swelling  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane.  He  saturated  surgical 
cotton  with  a  20  per  cent,  menthol  oil,  introduced  it  into  the  nostrils,  and  left 
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it  there.  lo  both  cues  in  which  he  tried  this  treatment  the  nasal  diphtheria  dis- 
appeared. At  the  same  time  the  formation  of  a  membrane  in  the  fauces  was  pre- 
vented.— MenwrabUien^  October,  1889.  , 

Arsenic  in  the  Treatment  of  Lymphadbnoha.— Berger,  of  Paris,  claims 
that  operative  measures  have  but  little  influence  in  the  curative  treatment  of  Ivm- 
phadenoma.  As  soon  as  one  tumor  is  extirpated,  another  one  appears.  He  there- 
fore has  more  confidence  in  internal  measures,  giving  large  doses  of  Fowler's  solu- 
tion internally,  and  injecting  arsenious  fluids  subcutaneonsly.  In  several  cases 
decided  benefit  followed  the  treatment,  though  a  perfect  cure  was  attained  in  but 
one  instance  Even  th«*e  results  he  thinks  better  than  those  obtained  bv  surgery. 
—AUgem,  Med.  Centr.  Zeitung,  98,  1889. 

Danger  of  Strophanthus  in  Renal  Disease. — On  examination  of  sections 
of  the  kidney  after  experimental  poisoning  with  extracts  of  strophanthus,  Dr. 
Ergasse  invariably  foima  the  kidneys  hyperwmic:— partly  in  the  cortex,  partly  in 
the  medullary  zone,  but  chiefly  at  the  tips  of  the  pyramids.  He  therefore  warns 
us  that,  clinically,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  where  there  is  coincident  nephritis, 
preparations  of  strophanthus  are  contra-indicated,  otherwise  an  increase  of  the  renal 
trouble  may  readily  supervene.  There  is  pretty  general  agreement  that  the  action 
of  the  drug  is  most  satisfactory  in  mitral  disease,  care  being  always  taken  that  the 
degeneriition  of  the  myocardium  has  not  proceeded  too  far.  Hence  it  is  best  not  to 
prescribe  it  in  advanced  stages  of  heart  disease,  especially  when  this  is  accompanied 
bv  arterio-sclerosis  and  interstitial  nephniiH,— Medical  and  Sargieai  Reporter.  January 
18,  1890. 

Two  Cases  op  Urjemia  after  Diphtheria.— Cassel  reports  the  case  of  a 
young  girl,  aged  five  years,  suffering  from  diphtheria,  who,  on  the  fourth  day  of  her 
illness,  hud  blood  and  albumin  in  the  urine.  Death  occurred  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  the  disease,  with  ursemic  manifestations,  as  convulsions,  dropsy,  etc.  Shortly 
before  death  a  right-sided  hemiplegia  appeared,  the  exact  cause  of  which  could  not 
be  detected  at  the  autopsy.  The  only  pathological  changes  discoverable  were  a 
parenchymatous  nephritis  and  oedema  of  the  pia  mater.  The  second  case  was  that 
of  a  girl  thirteen  years  of  age,  suffering  from  diphtheria  of  the  fauces  and  vulva. 
During  her  convalescence  the  urinary  secretion  diminished,  excessive  albuminuria 
appeared,  along  with  convulsions.  Death  occurred  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  dis- 
ease. Glomerulo-nephritis  and  fattv  degeneration  of  the  heart  were  found  post- 
mortem.— AUgem.  Med,  Central.  Zeitung,  98,  1889. 

Emotional  Neurosis  Cured  by  Hypnotism. — A  healthy  boy,  aged  twelve 
years,  was  punished  on  accoimt  of  failure  to  recite  his  lessons  At  school.  While 
receiving  the  castigation  he  fell  down  without  losing  consciousness,  and  could  not 
speak  or  use  his  lower  extremities.  His  physician  tried  both  medicinal  and  elec- 
trical treatment  without  accomplishing  anything.  The  boy  understood  fully  what 
was  spoken,  but  could  not  utter  a  word  in  reply.  He  could  open  his  mouth  and 
move  his  tongue,  but,  although  there  was  no  tremor,  he  could  not  speak.  Sensation 
was  somewhat  diminished  in  his  lower  extremities,  ami  the  patellar  tendon  reflexes 
were  wenker  than  normal.  He  denied  having  any  pain  by  shaking  his  head  nega- 
tively. Hirt  now  hypnotized  the  boy.  Earnestly  and  repeatedly  he  suggested  to  him 
that  he  could  speak,  that  he  had  only  forgotten  words  during  the  past  few  days,  and 
commanded  him  to  repeat  the  words  slowly,  "And — now — I — can— speak — to — 
vou,"  assuring  him  that  henceforth  he  cotild  speak  as  well  as  ever  before.  When  the 
boy  was  brought  out  of  his  trance  he  spoke  readily.  Liebault,  of  Nancy,  teaches  that 
two  troubles  should  never  be  removed  simultaneously  during  the  same  hypnotic 
state.  So,  in  a  few  days,  the  boy  was  hypnotized  once  more,  when  it  was  suggested 
to  him  that  for  the  past  few  days  he  had  only  been  tired  and  weak,  and  that  now 
he  could  walk  and  run  as  well  as  ever  before.  Arousing  him  from  his  trance,  Hirt 
made  him  get  out  of  his  bed,  and  led  hfm  around  the  room,  moving  faster  and  faster, 
the  boy  during  this  procedure  not  showing  the  least  evidence  of  ataxia.  This  case 
was  evidently  one  of  emotional  neurosis;  there  could  not  have  been  any  anatomical 
lesion  in  the  cerebro-spinal  nervous  system.  How  suggestion  cured  is  a  mystery. — 
Wien.  Med.  Presse,  45,  1889. 

Chorea  Treated  by  Electricity. — A  child,  nearly  fourteen  years  of  age,  suf- 
fered from  severe  chorea.     When  brought  to  Prof.  Gautier  he  had  taken  any 
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quantity  of  bromide  of  potassium,  chloral,  antipjrine,  and  sulphur  baths.  He  had 
been  confined  to  his  bed  for  three  months ;  'he  had  inco-ordination  of  all  his  extremi- 
ties, and  choreic  twitching  of  his  arms  and  face ;  he  was  unable  to  speak.  He  had 
to  be  fed,  dressed  and  undressed ;  there  was  incontinence  of  urine.  Twenty-six 
applications  of  the  constant  ascending^  current  from  sacrum  to  nucha,  of  eight  to 
ten  minutes'  duration  each,  and  increasing  from  eight  to  twelve  milliamperes  in 
strength,  cured  the  patient,  who  is  now  able  to  speak  and  write  without  hesitation, 
and  has  regained  his  former  intellectual  brightness. — Bullet.  Med.j  91,  1889. 

Bromidk  op  Potassium  in  Epilepsy. — Prof.  Benedict  has  not  much  confi- 
dence in  the  medicinal  therapeutics  of  epilepsy.  In  organic  forms  of  the  disease, 
that  is,  those  dependent  upon  malformations  of  the  skull,  the  prognosis  is  always 
had.  The  bromides  may  lessen  the  frequency  of  the  convulsions,  but  their  admin- 
istration only  serves  to  increase  the  intensity  of  the  seizures.  ^  Such  treatment  even- 
tually becomes  absolutely  injurious,  as  patients  taking  large  quantities  of  bromides 
work  mentally  only  with  great  diflSculty,  and  mental  work  is  important  for  mental 
development.  The  bromides  are  absolutely  contra-indicated  in  ca^es  in  which  the 
oonvulsions  recur  at  long  intervals. — OerUraM./.  Nertfenheilk,  22,  1889. 

Olive  Oil  in  Gall-stone  ("olic— Rosenberg,  of  Berlin,  recommends  the  olive- 
oil  treatment  of  gall-stone  colic  in  all  cases  where  there  are  severe  pains  in  the 
hepatic  region,  enlarged  liver,  tvpical  colicky  attacks,  icterus  with  unbearable  itch- 
ing of  the  skin,  loss  of  appetite,  etc.  He  prescribes:  01.  olivarura,  200  grammes; 
menthol,  0.5  grammes;  cognac,  20  grammes ;  2  yolks  of  eggs  finely  pulverized. 
This  dose  he  repeats  in  two  days.  Thus  far  he  has  treated  twenty -one  cases  by  this 
method,  in  nineteen  of  which  he  was  successful. —  Wien,  Med.  Presae,  47, 1889. 

Massage  in  the  Tarsalgia  of  Adolescents. — Iianderer,of  Leipzig,  considers 
that  this  painful  affection  arises  from  some  functional  disorder  of  the  muscles.  He 
finds  that  strengthening  of  these  parts  by  massage  is  productive  of  yery  satisfactory 
results.  In  practicing  this  procedure  he  first  percusses  the  tibialis  posticus  at  the 
inner  side  of  the  calf,  then  the  triceps  suras,  and  finally  the  sole  of  the  foot.  The 
same  parts  are  then  forcibly  kneaded,  efibrt  being  made  to  afiect  the  deep-seated 
layers.  Finally  the  foot  and  leg  are  rubbed  centripetally.  The  manipulations  are 
at  first  lightly  made.  As  the  operation  is  continued  the  various  movements  are 
made  with  more  force. — Berliner  Klin.  Wochenschr.,  47,  1889. 

CoBYZA  Spasmodica. — Fcnykowsy  describes  the  case  of  a  young  woman  who  had, 
seven  years  before,  an  attack  of  intermittent  fever,  which  was  cured  with  quinine 
in  the  usual  manner.  Since  then  she  has  had  daily,  aAer  rising  in  the  morning, 
severe  attacks  of  sneezing,  which  continue  until  she  is  perfectly  exhausted.  Milder 
attacks  occur  in  the  evenings.  Sulphate  of  quinine  in  combination  with  bromide 
of  potassium  gave  some  relief,  so  that  the  attacks  now  come  only  every  third  day, 
ana  each  paroxysm  consists  of  but  about  twenty  sneezes  instead  of  fully  two  hun- 
dred as  before.— AUgem,  Med.  Cenir.  Zeitung,  92, 1889. 
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Diagnosis  of  Papillary  Abdominal  Cysts. — Olshausen  states  that  a  charac- 
teristic sign  for  the  diagnosis  of  a  papillary  cyst  in  the  abdominal  cavity  is  the 
broad  base  and  development  of  the  tumor  behind  the  uterus,  and  which  carries  that 
organ  up  in  front  of  it  out  of  the  cavity  of  the  true  pelvis. — OentraiblaU  fur  Qynd* 
A(%u!.  No.  1,1890. 

Albuminuria  and  Premature  Separation  op  the  Placenta.— In  a  lecture 
on  Internal  Htemorrhage  from  Premature  Separation  of  the  Placenta,  O.  Budin 
gives  as  his  opinion  that,  in  the  very  great  majority  of  cases,  it  is  primarily  asso- 
ciated with  albuminuria.  In  this  he  agrees  with  several  German  authors.  In 
regard  to  treatment,  whether  labor  should  be  induced  at  once  or  interference  be  de- 
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laved,  he  believes  must  depend  on  the  circumstanceB  of  the  case.  In  this  he  differs 
from  Schroder  and  Spiegelberg,  who  advise  immediate  interference. — Xepcms  dt 
Cliniqtte  ObtUtrieaU,  1889. 

Chi-oroform  in  Obstetrics.— In  a  chapter  on  the  use  of  chloroform  in  obstet- 
rics Budin  statefl  that  he  frequently  resorts  to  chloroform,  which  he  uses  merely  to 
produce  analgesis  without  loss  of  consciousness,  and  never  complete  aniesthesia.  A 
few  inhalations  are  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  He  has  never  experienced  bad  re- 
sults, even  in  canes  complicated  with  diseases  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  and  very  little 
effect  in  delaying  labor. — Lefona  de  C Unique  Obstitriealey  1889. 

Paralysis  of  the  Upper  Extremities  in  the  New-Born. — Paralysis  of  the 
upper  extremitieH  in  the  new-born  is  most  commonly  due  to  injury  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth  cervical  nerves  communicating  with  the  deltoid  biceps  and  supinator  muscles, 
and  is  commonly  caused  by  the  traction  of  the  first  and  second  fingers  over  the 
neck  in  extracting  the  child  in  breech  presentations.  The  paralysis  is  more  fre- 
quent on  the  side  corresponding  to  the  stronger  traction  of  the  first  finger.  The 
next  most  common  cause  is  compression  of  the  nerves  with  the  force{)s.  Other 
observations  show  the  following  causes :  Pressure  of  the  clavicle  on  the  nerves; 
compression  of  them  by  the  cord  around  the  neck  and  direct  traction  on  the  ex- 
tremity. Paralysis  of  the  entire  brachial  plexus  is  rare.  In  mild  cases  the  paraly- 
sis disappenrs  spontaneously.  In  others,  electrotherapia  is  necessary  for  a  consid- 
erable period  of  time.— Lemons  de  Clinique  ObsUlrieaU,  1889. 

Hypnotism  and  Sugoestion  in  Labor. — Curvard  and  Secheyron  report  a  case 
of  a  woman  delivered  under  the  influence  of  hypnotism  and  suggestion.  The  com- 
mencement of  labor  was  painful;  a  short  time  after  she  became  unconscious,  and 
showed  no  sensitiveness,  even  in  the  second  stage  of  labor,  unless  waked  up.  when 
she  complained  of  severe  pain.  She  also  felt  the  last  three  pains  when  the  head 
t)»«ed  through  the  vulva,  but  these  were  the  only  ones  she  could  remember  when 
labor  was  completed.  Some  other  experiments  were  equally  successful,  but  many 
of  them  were  quite  unsuccessful.  It  was  found  essential  for  success  that  the  patient 
becomes  susceptible  to  hypnotism  by  previous  training.  The  use  of  a  shining 
object  and  pressure  on  the  bulbi  were  the  means  employed  for  hypnotizing  the 
p&iieni.—CaUralblaafur  Gyndkologie,  No.  1,  1890. 

Rupture  of  Pelvic  Articulations  during  Labor. — S.  Remy  reports  two 
cases  of  relaxation  and  rupture  of  the  pelvic  symphyses.  In  the  first,  there  was  a 
•relaxation  of  the  left  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis  in  a  spontaneous  labor  and  birth  of 
a  large  girl.  The  injury  produced  severe  pain  in  attempting  to  stand  up.  A 
strong  binder  was  applied  over  the  pelvis,  which  gave  great  relief,  and  recovery 
took  place  after  some  months.  The  rupture  of  the  symphysis  pubis  in  the  second 
case  took  place  with  loud  cracking  during  the  forceps  extraction  of  a  large  child  in 
a  generally  contracted  pelvis.  Recovery  re<juired  many  months.  Nineteen  months 
later  the  patient  gave  birth  easily  to  a  child  without  assistance. — CentrolblaU  fwr 
Oynakologie,  1,  1890. 

A  New  Symptom  of  Cocaine  Poisoning.— Richardson  reports  a  remarkable 
symptom  of  poinoning  by  cocaine.  A  woman,  in  whose  nose  he  injected  a  10  per 
cent,  solution  of  cocaine,  had  severe  erotic  excitement.  The  same  symptom  ap- 
peared, to  a  li-ss  degree,  a  few  days  later  from  merely  painting  on  the  solution. — 
JourncU  Am.  Med.  Assoc.,  September  14,  1889. 

Hydrastis  Canadensis  in  Membranol^s  Dysmenorrhea. — Jordan  reports  a 
case  of  membranous  dysmenorrhoea  cured  by  hydrastis  canadensis.  The  patient 
had  suffered  for  eighteen  years  from  membranous  dysmenorrhcea,  which  had  been 
treated  in  vain  with  tannin  pencils,  intra-uterine  cauterization  with  blue  stone,  iron 
baths,  dilatation  of  the  cervix,  opiates,  etc.  She  was  given  twenty-five  drops  of 
the  fluid  extract  of  hydnistis  canadensis  twice  a  day,  beginning  eight  days  before 
each  menstruation.  She  was  cured  in  one  year. — Centralblatt  fur  Gyndkohgiej  No. 
2,  1890. 

Vaginismus  Cured  by  the  Galvanic  Current. — A  woman,  aged  twenty-two 
years,  suflered  from  dysmenorrhoea  since  puberty.  Though  married  five  years, 
coitus  had  been  impossible,  as  every  attempt  was  followed  by  most  severe  spasmodic 
contractions  of  the  perineal  muscles,  and  as  all  gynsecological  treatment  failed,  she 
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became  unhappy  an<l  melancholia  set  in.  The  introitiis  was  of  normal  appearance, 
but  the  frequent  spastic  contractions  of  the  perineal  muBcles,  which  came  on  spon- 
taneouHly,  without  being  touched,  were  remarkable,  and  she  acknowledged  to  have 
felt  these  twitchings  for  years.  A  large  quadrangular  kathode  was  applied  on  the 
abdomen  and  a  round  anode  upon  the  introitus  vaginse,  and  a  weak  current  passed 
every  second  day  for  four  or  five  minutes  at  each  sitting.  Steady  improvement  fol- 
lowed, and  after  two  months  she  was  cured.  Another  woman,  nged  twenty-seven 
years,  suffered  from  dysmenorrhcea  and  copiuus  menstruation.  Though  married  for 
several  months,  coitus  was  impossible,  ana  the  vain  attempts  caused  vaginal  irrita- 
tion and  leucorrhoea.  On  account  of  contractions  of  the  perineal  muscles,  similar 
to  tho««e  in  the  first  case,  the  same  treatment  was  successfully  carried  out  In  both 
cases  it  alno  greatly  relieved  the  pains  during  menstruation.  At  th'e  beginning  of 
treatment  stronger  currents  are  better  borne  than  later,  aii  during  the  morbid  state 
the  periufeum  shows  less  sensibility  than  after  the  removal  of  it.  V.  (>ampe  finds 
galvanic  treatment  of  great  benefit  in  pruritus  vulvae. — Oentrcdbl.  fur  Oyn^  60,  1889. 

The  Cokdition  of  the  Ei^dombtrium  in  Carcinoma  op  the  VAoiNAii  Por- 
tion.— From  a  careful  examination  of  fifty  specimens  of  the  uterus  with  carcinoma 
of  the  cervix,  which  were  removed  by  hysterectomy,  Ernst  Saurenhaus  makes  an 
excellent  report,  from  which  the  important  features  can  be  summarized  as  follows: 
The  epithelial  cells  on  the  surface  of  the  uterine  cavity  rarely  show  any  departure 
from  the  epithelium  of  the  normal  endometrium ;  in  some  cases  there  were  marked 
signs  of  regressive  metamorphosis.  In  atrophy  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the  in- 
tercellular substance  showed  large  numbers  of  small,  short  spindle  cells  united  by 
taut  processes,  between  which  were  round  cells  in  great  quantity.  The  utricular 
glanas  were  often  excessively  increased  in  comparison  to  the  normal,  particularly 
near  the  uterine  muscle.  The  interglandular  substance  contained  a  large  amount 
of  round  and  spindle  cells. 

The  round  cells  were  most  fre<juent  in  the  cases  of  more  acute  infiammation  and 
irritation,  and  were  often  seen  in  large  masses  as  a  small  cell  infiltration.  The 
spindle  cells  occur  in  cases  which  run  a  more  chronic  course,  and  especially  in 
atrophy  of  the  endometrium  at  or  after  the  climacteric. 

In  several  hundred  preparations  scarcely  any  were  free  from  spindle  cells.  These 
alterations  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterine  cavity  in  cases  of  carcinoma  of 
the  cervix  uteri  show  no  departure  from  those  alterations  of  the  glands  or  cells 
which  are  commonly  seen  in  benign  endometritis  without  the  complication  of 
malignant  disease,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  declaring  them  to  be  of  a  cancerous 
or  malignant  nature.  This  conclusion  can  only  be  reached  by  extensive  observa- 
tion. C  Kuee  has  arrived  at  the  same  opinion  since  his  article  was  published  in 
1880  in  the  Zeilaehri/Lf.  OeburU.  u.  Oyn  These  investigations  of  Saurenhaus  ap- 
pear much  more  thorough  than  those  of  Abel,  who  thought  he  found  evidence  of 
Mrciima  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterine  cavity  when  there  was  malignant 
disease  of  the  cervix. — ZeiUchrift  fUr  OehuriBhiilfe  urid  Qundkologie^  Bd.,  xviil.,  1, 
1890. 

Caubbb  of  Placenta  Prjevia. — R.  Kaltenbach  divides  the  causes  of  plaeenta 
prcma  into  two  groups.  First,  interference  with  the  resting  of  the  ovum  in  the 
folds  of  the  deciuua  vera  from  chronic  endometritis  in  old,  and  especially  multi- 
parous,  women,  or  the  presence  of  fibroids  or  carcinoma  of  the  uterus.  Second, 
absolute  or  relative  enlargement  of  the  placental  site  in  twin  pregnancies;  in 
anomalies  of  the  form  of  the  placenta  or  uterine  cavity ;  in  uterus  bicornis  and 
Quioornis.  In  addition  to  these  well-known  causes  he  mentions  a  third,  the  devel- 
opment of  the  placenta  inside  the  decidua  refiexa  on  the  lower  side  of  the  ovum, 
innead  of  its  usual  development  in  the  decidua  serotina.  He  also  describes  some 
interesting  specimens  of  development  of  placenta  prsevia  obtained  early  in  preg- 
nancv,  which  were  found  in  uteri  removed  for  malignant  disease. — ZeiUckrift  fur 
OeburUhulfe  und  QynakologU,  Bd.,  xviii.,  1,  1890. 

Resection  op  the  Sacrum.— A  good  risumi  of  the  new  operation  of  resection 
of  the  sacrum  with  removal  of  the  uterus,  tubes,  small  tumors  and  emptying  of  ab- 
scesses is  given  by  Bemhard  v.  Beck  ;  four  cases  of  total  extirpation  of  the  uterus, 
one  ca>ie  of  peri  and  parametric  abscesses,  one  of  double  pyosalpinx  and  one  small 
fibroid  in  the  cul-de-sac  of  Douglas.  These  cases  were  operated  on  successfully  by 
Hegar,  with  the  exception  of  one  death  from  total  extirpation. — Zeitschrift  fur 
Oebwishulfe  und  OynaJx>hgie,  Bd.,  xviii.,  1, 1890. 
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Cysts  op  the  Wolffian  Dfcts. — In  an  interesting  report  and  rimnU  of  the 
literature  on  this  subject  Gustav  Klein  mentions  the  following  diagnostic  points : 
(I)  one  or  two  layers  of  tissue  in  the  cyst  wall ;  (?)  topographical  relations;  (3) 
general  extension  of  cyst  along  the  long  axis  of  the  vagina  and  uterus,  or  in  the 
broad  ligament  horizontally  l^neath  the  Fallopian  tube. — Zeitaehr.  fur  Gdturtsh, 
und  Gynak.,  Bd.  xviii,  1,  1890. 

The  Influence  on  the  F<btu8  of  Syphilitic  Infection  in  the  Last  Half 
OF  Pregnancy. — P.  iSteffert  reports  two  cases  of  priniiparw  infected  with  syphilis 
during  the  last  half  of  pregnancy.  One  was  **  cured  "  by  the  injection  and  the  other 
by  the  inunction  method.  Both  were  delivered  before  full  term;  one  of  a  dead, 
macerated  foetus  ;  the  other  of  a  child  which  died  two  hours  after  birth.  Both  in- 
fants showed  unmistakable  signs  of  syphilis  and  infection  from  the  mother-  These 
cases  are  instructive,  showing  facts  which  are  disputed  or  questioned  by  such  high 
autliorities  as  Schroeder,  Zweifel,  Lusk  and  others.— -ZatocAi^  Jwr  GeburUh,  und 
Qyfuxkal^  Bd.  xviii,  1,  1890. 

The  Origin  and  Development  of  Myoma  of  the  Uterus.— R  Roeriger 
gives  an  excellent  riaunU  of  this  subject  and  the  results  of  much  original  work  in 
the  same  direction.  His  investigations  are  in  regard  to  the  histology  of  very  Rmall 
as  well  as  large  myomas  with  control  preparations  from  normal  uteri  at  different 
periods  of  life.  He  come<t  to  the  conclusion  that  the  primary  growth  of  the  myoma 
arises  from  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  finest  arteries  of  the  uterus.  He  finds  no  evi- 
dence of  Tait's  assertion  that  a  myoma  has  a  central  artery.  In  very  careful  sec- 
tions of  three  tumors  having  numerous  peripheral  arteries  he  could  find  no  trace  of 
any  arteria  centralis.  He  was  unable  to  obtain  a  uterus  and  myoma  intact  for  the 
injection  of  vcRsels.  He  recognizes  the  soft  and  hard  varieties  of  myoma  (fibroid) 
also  known  as  the  red  and  white,  and  found  an  abundance  of  smooth  muscular 
fibres.— 2ei/«cAr./.  GeburUh,  u.  GyndkoL,  Bd.  xviii,  1, 1890. 

Statistics  op  Death  From  Puerperal  Fever  After  Obstetrical  Opera- 
tions, have  been  compiled  by  Hegar  as  follows:  Artificial  separation  and  manual 
extraction  of  the  placenta  by  introducing  the  hand  within  the  uterus  shows  a 
mortality  of  7.1  per  cent ;  after  versions,  5.3  per  cent. ;  after  forceps  operations,  2.2 
per  cent. ;  breecn  extractions,  0.7  per  cent.  These  statistics  are  not  new,  but  will 
bear  repeating  to  show  the  value  of  expression  rather  than  extraction  of  the  placenta. 
Pajo  has  reported  the  cases  of  sixty-eight  women  in  whom  the  placenta  was  not  de- 
livered ;  sixty,  t.^.,  nearly  all,  of  these  women  died.  In  one  hundred  and  twenty 
women  in  whom  the  placenta  was  removed  there  were  only  four  deaths.  Colmstein 
draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  adherent  placenta  is  commonly  diagnosed  through 
ignorance  when  it  does  not  exist.  The  most  common  form  of  genuine  adhesion  is 
about  the  edge  of  the  placenta  and  it  is  very  rare  that  more  than  a  small  poKion  of 
the  placenta  is  actually  adherent. — Archiv.  fur.  Cryndkologief  3,  1889. 

Total  Extirpation  of  the  Uterus  per  Vaqinam  shows  excellent  results  at 
the  Dresden  clinic.  Miinchmeyer  reports  from  the  clinic  the  following  remarka- 
ble results.  In  one  hundred  and  ten  total  extirpations  of  the  uterus,  only  6.  or  5| 
Ser  cent.,  died.  Of  these  there  were  fifty-two  operations  in  succession  witnout  a 
eath.  In  eighty  operations  for  carcinoma  uteri  only  four  (5  per  cent.)  died.  Of 
the  seventy-six  women  who  recovered,  ten  have  died  from  a  return  of  the  disease 
and  four  from  other  causes.  Of  the  remaining  sixty-two  women,  only  one  failed  to 
report  and  submit  to  an  examination  ;  only  three  showed  any  recurrence.  It  should 
be  said  that  these  cases  include  some  recent  operations  which  excluded,  will  show 
the  following  number  of  cases  in  whom  there  was  no  recurrence  of  the  disease 
according  to  the  time  which  had  elapsed  from  the  time  of  the  operation  to  the  ex- 
amination : 

No  return,  bi  years  after  the  operation,         ....    1  case. 
"        4J  '*  "  .        .        .        .    2    ** 

"        4i  '*  «  ....    2    " 

'«        3}  "  **  .        .        .        .    3    ** 

«*        3}  "  '*  ....     1     " 

'*        3}  **  "  ....    6    " 

II  Q  U  U  .  ,  ,        2       ** 

**        2}  "  "  .        .        .        .    3    *' 
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No  returo,  2}  years  after  the  operation, 


2  cases. 

2  •* 

3  " 
3    " 

3  " 

4  '* 


"        between  1  and  \  year, 

The  statistics  of  the  clinic  show  that  64.5  per  cent,  of  such  cases  have  remained 
free  from  recurrence  for  more  than  two  years 

The  following  statistics  of  the  eighty  cases  operated  on  for  carcinoma  are  interest- 
ing in  regard  to  the  traumatism  of  labor  and  the  etiology  of  this  disease : 
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Seventy-one  of  these  cases  report  one  or  more  pregnancy,  and  59  per  cent,  had 
been  so  more  than  three  times. 

In  fourteen  cases  there  was  marked  infiltration  of  the  parametrium,  yet  there  are 
only  three  in  which  the  cancer  has  returned,  showing  that  such  an  infiltration  is 
not  a  positive  contra-indication  to  the  operation.  In  three  cases  the  utero-sacral 
ligaments  were  infiltrated,  and  in  two  of  these  the  patients  died  from  return  of  the 
disease.  While  this  may  be  accidental,  it  goes  to  sh<^w  the  increased  probability  of 
recurrence  when  such  an  infiltration  is  present. 

Id  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  disease  and  recurrence  after  total  extirpation  of 
the  uterus:  In  this,  the  operations  of  the  last  year  are  not  included.  In  carci- 
noma of  the  body  of  the  uterus  it  recurred  in  33j  per  cent,  of  the  cases ;  of  the 
colura  (neck),  of  the  uterus,  it  recurred  in  40  per  cent. ;  of  the  vaginal  portion  (cer- 
vix), it  recurred  in  20  per  cent.  As  a  matter  of  comparative  frequency  of  the  dis- 
ease and  of  the  parts  affected,  it  may  be  stated  there  were  nine  carcinomas  and  two 
sarcomas  of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  twelve  carcinomas  of  the  colum,  and  fifty-seven 
of  a  fungoid  character  on  the  cervix,  probably  epithelioma. 

In  the  treatment  of  uterine  myomata,  ergolin,  curetting,  dilatation  of  the  cervix 

with  laminaria  tents,  enucleation,  castration,  and  partial  or  complete  removal  of 

,  the  uterus,  have  been  found  valuable.    Klectriciil  treatment  has  not  been  tried  to 

I  any  extent,  and  no  opinion  is  expressed,  other  than  mentioning  that  total  extirpa- 

I  tion  was  performed  in  two  cases  for  whom  electrical  treatment  had  been  employed 

for  some  time,  without  the  clinic,  with  no  success.  ^ 

Treatment  with  ergotin,  curetting,  and  dilatation  of  the  cervix  has  been  only 
palliative,  and  not  very  satisfactory.  Enucleation  is  liable  to  be  followed  by  the 
development  of  another  fibroid,  as  the  uterus  very  often  contains  a  number  of  them. 
Castration,  when  practicable,  relieves  most  cases,  but  the  writer  urges  total  extir- 
pation as  the  most  radical  treatment  of  all. 

Richelol's  clamps  for  hysterectomy  are  not  used  there,  and  the  opinion  is  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  that  hemorrhage  will  not  occur  after  their  removal. 
In  extirpation  of  the  carcinomatous  uterus,  there  need  be  no  hesitation  about  re- 
moving diseased  {K)rtions  of  the  bladder;  injuries  of  that  viscus  have  been  found 
to  heal  rapidly.— ^rcAtt>./tt?'  Gyndkologie,  Bd.  93,  H.  iii.,  1889. 
I  (The  entire  article  is  very  instructive.     Prof.  Leopold  is  a  fine  operator,  as  I  had 

:  the  pleasure  of  observing  in  visiting  his  clinic  last  summer.     Yet  this  article  has 

\  the  decided  flavor  of  surgical  treatment  and  brilliant  results,  which  are  far  from 

I  likely  to  be  obtained  in  the  practice  of  ordinary  surgeons. — G.  B.  8.) 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND  LARYNGOLOGY, 

CONDUCTED  BY 

CHAS.  M.  THOMAS,  M.D. 


For  the  Prevention  of  BLiNDNE88.--Of  the  different  bills  now  before  the 
New  York  State  Legislature,  of  interest  to  the  medical  profession,  there  is  one 
which  deserves  favorable  consideration.  This  is  entitled  an  Act  for  the  Prevention 
of  Blindnes8,  and  provides  that  every  midwife  or  nurse  who  has  charge  of  a  case  of 
purulent  ophthalmia  of  infancy  shall  be  obliged  to  report  the  same  promptly  to  the 
local  health  physician  ;  and  failure  to  do  so  is  to  be  punished  by  a  considerable  fine 
or  punishment,  or  both.  According  to  the  report  of  a  special  committee  on  blind- 
ness, appointed  by  the  State  Society,  it  appears  between  1870  and  1880,  while  the 
population  of  the  entire  United  Slates  increased  30.09  per  cent.,  the  number  of  blind 
increased  140.78  per  cent.  During  the  same  time,  blindness  in  New  York  State  in- 
creased 8.2  times  ns  rapidly  as  the  population,  and  during  the  last  five  years  of  that 
decade  it  increased  13.7  times  as  rapidly.  The  report  of  this  committee  gives  due 
weight  to  the  fact  that  such  statistics  are  apt  to  be  misleading,  but  concludes  that  in 
all  probability  the  increase  of  blindness  is  much  more  rapid  than  the  increase  in 
population.  However  this  may  be,  there  are  two  undisputed  facts  which,  of  them- 
selves, would  be  sufficient  to  warrant  the  adoption  of  any  such  measure  as  this  act 
contemplates.  In  the  first  place,  it  has  been  eslablished  by  a  large  number  of  ex- 
aminations of  the  inmates  of  blind  asylums  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  as  also  by 
similar  investigations  made  at  the  New  York  State  institutions  for  the  blind  at 
Batavia  and  in  New  York  city,  that  about  one-fifth  of  all  these  cases  of  blindness  are 
those  which  resulted  from  purulent  ophthalmia  of  infancy.  Next  we  have  the 
clinical  fact  that,  when  these  cases  receive  prosier  treatment  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  disease,  recovery  results  in  all  but  an  exceedingly  small  proportion.  In  other 
wortls,  the  destruction  of  the  eye  from  purulent  ophthalmia  must  now  l>e  regarded 
almost  invariably  as  due  to  carelessness  or  neglect.  The  object  of  this  legislation  is 
therefore  to  forcibly  impress  upon  nurses  and  midwives  the  importance  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  by  calling  the  attention  of  the  parents  to  the  fact  that  thesli^^hter  forms  of 
the  inflammation  are  something  more  than  a  "  cold  in  the  eye,"  as  it  is  often  termed, 
to  have  them  seek  for  their  children  that  medical  advice  and  attention  which  this 
class  of  cases  promptly  demands. — New  York  Medical  Record^  February  8,  1890. 

Acute  Infi^ammation  of  the  Lachrymal  Sac— Dr.  David  Webster,  in  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Society,  February  4,  1890,  said,  that  as  acute  dacryocystitis 
or  abscess  of  the  lachrymal  sac  often  came  primarily  under  the  notice  of  the  general 
practitioner,  it  was  important  to  make  a  correct  diagnosis.  The  fact  that  several 
cases  of  the  affection  lately  coming  imder  the  speaker's  notice  had  been  diagnos- 
ticated and  treated  as  facial  erysipelas  had  led  him  to  speak  on  the  subject.  The 
differences  between  It  and  erysipelas  were  that,  in  acute  dacryocystitis,  the  principal 
swelling  and  tenderness  were  immediately  over  the  lachrymal  sac,  at  the  side  of  the 
nose,  and  just  below  the  inner  canthus.  In  facial  erysipelas  there  was  no  more 
swelling  over  the  sac  than  in  the  rest  of  the  inflamed  area.  In  acut«  dacryocystitis 
the  inflamed  area  was  always  confined  to  the  side  of  the  nose,  the  upper  part  of  the 
cheek,  eyelids  and  conjunctiva.  In  rare  cases  the  cornea  was  affected.  Facial  ery- 
sipelas (»ften  included  in  the  area  of  inflammation  the  forehead,  temple  and  some- 
times the  upper  lip,  while  the  temperature  ranged  higher  and  the  physical  disturb- 
ances were  more  profound  in  erysipelas  than  in  dacryocystitis.  Questioning  would 
usually  elicit  the  fact  that  the  patient  had  had  watery  eye  or  running  over  of  tears 
for  a  long  time.  It  would  seem  that  chronic  catarrh  of  the  lachrymal  canal  predis- 
posed the  sac  to  acute  purulent  inflammation.  The  speaker  urged  early  incision  at 
a  point  between  the  caruncle  and  the  inner  canthus,  where  there  was  only  the  con- 
junctiva and  the  sac  wall  to  pass  through.  After  the  subsidence  of  the  swelling  the 
canaliculus  could  be  slit  and  the  strictures  divided,  probes  being  passed  at  inter- 
vals.— New  York  Medical  Joumalf  February  8,  1890. 

Rupture  of  the  Membrana  Tympani. — Carl  Beinert  (Inaug.  Dissertation, 
Halle,  1889),  states  that  in  the  Halle  clinic,  from  April,  1884,  to  April,  1889, out  of 
six  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five  cases  treated,  forty-seven  instances  of 
traumatic  rupture  of  the  drum-head  had  been  noticed.    Twelve  of  these  were  direct 
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and  thirtv-five  indirect  niplures.  The  direct  ruptnres  were  the  result  of  penetra- 
tion with  straws,  twigs  ana  the  like,  clumsy  efforts  at  extraction  of  foreign  bodies, 
and  in  one  case  a  burn  from  molten  steel.  Indirect  ruptures  were  caused  by  boxing 
the  ears  in  thirteen  cases.  As  other  causes,  were  mentioned  explosions  near  the 
ear,  diving,  and  Politzer  inflation  and  severe  blows  upon  the  head  and  chin,  accom- 
panied by  other  serious  lesions  to  the  head.  In  the  treatment,  in  order  to  prevent 
all  irritation  and  possible  infection  of  the  wound,  Prof.  Schwartze  avoids  injections 
and  instillation-s,  allows  but  little  exploration  of  the  parts,  and  that  only  with  sur- 
gically clean  instruments.  The  meatus  is  lightly  filled  with  iodoform  or  sublimate 
gauze,  which  must  never  reach  to  the  surface  of  the  membrane,  and  be  held  in  place 
with  the  typical  antiseptic  coverings.  The  patient  is  kept  quiet,  regular  stools 
secured,  not  allowed  stimulants  or  tobacco,  and  warned  to  avoid  forcible  blowing  of 
the  nose.  If  middle  ear  inflammation  sets  in,  the  treatment  follows  the  ordinary 
methods. — Archiv  Ohrenheilkunde^  December,  1889. 

Excision  of  the  Drum-head  and  the  Two  Outer  Ossicles,  for  the  Curb 
OP  Persistent  Otorrhosa. — Ernst  Witzell  (Inaug.  Dissertation,  Halle,  1889)  gives 
twenty -eight  cases  in  which  this  operation  was  carried  out  in  the  Schwartze  Clinic 
at  Halle.  The  indications  given  for  the  procedure  are  the  same  as  laid  down  in 
Schwartze's  text-book,  viz.,  suppuration  of  the  tympanum,  and  caries  of  the  ossicles. 
In  five  cases,  the  operation  was  done  in  both  ears.  In  seven  cases,  the  suppuration 
was  entirely  cured,  and  in  six  the  improvement  was  marked.  When,  in  spite  of 
the  removal  of  the  membrane  and  bones  the  suppuration  was  not  relieved,  there 
was  found  to  be  a  purulent  condition  and  caries  of  the  drum  deeper  in,  or  of  the 
cellM  of  the  mastoid  process.  In  the  latter  condition  the  mastoid  was  opened  six 
times,  with  cessation  of  discharge  in  two  of  them.  The  influence  on  the  hearing 
was  various.  In  thirteen  cases  the  hearing  was  much  improved,  in  two  spmewhat 
lef«ened  in  acuity.  The  remaining  cases  were  not  influenced  in  the  hearing  power. 
The  o|ierati()ns,  in  spite  of  careful  antiseptic  precautions,  were  usually  followed  by 
reaction  and  suppuration.  The  only  untoward  result  of  the  operations  was  a  facialis 
paralysis  in  two  cases  which,  however,  disappeared  in  seven  weeks. — Archiv  Ohren- 
keilkunde,  December,  1889. 

Two  Cases  in  which  Grave  Symptoms  Followed  the  Instillation  of 
Cocaine  into  the  Tympanum.— In  the  first  case,  after  a  paracentesis  of  the  drum- 
head, a  fewdro{>8  of  cocaine  solution  were  worked  into  the  tympanum  in  order  to 
lessen  the  pain  of  an  intended  division  of  intratympanic  adhesions.  Within  five 
minuter,  the  patient  was  seized  with  vertigo,  trembling  and  nausea,  lost  her  equi- 
librium, fell  almost  senseless  to  the  floor,  and  remained  so  for  several  minutes.  On 
attempting  to  rise,  the  same  symptoms  were  repeated.  It  was  only  after  four  hours 
that  the  patient  was  able  to  assume  the  upright  position,  and  with  help  stagger  to 
her  home,  in  the  second  case,  identical  symptoms  lasted  one  and  a  half  hours. 
Both  patients  were  perfectly  well  the  following  day. — Dr.  Suarez  de  Mendoza,  in 
the  Retnie  Laryngohgie^  No.  10, 1889. 

The  Influence  of  the  Telephone  on  the  Hearing. — Dr.  CI.  Blake  believes 
that  the  frequent  and  prolonged  use  of  the  telephone  by  persons  afiected  with 
middle  ear  disease,  is  apt  to  further  impair  their  hearing  power,  the  reason  given 
being  the  unavoidable  accommodative  effort  the  ear  is  obliged  to  make  to  catch  the 
lessened  intensity  of  tone  received  through  the  instrument  and  the  confusion  arising 
from  the  whirring  sound  inseparable  from  the  present  instrument. — ZeUsckrift  fur 
Ohrenheilkunde,  Bd.  20. 

Obstructed  Nasal  Breathing  in  Children.— Obstructed  nasal  breathing, 
the  cause  of  which  lies  not  only  in  the  various  diseases  of  this  cavity,  but  also  in 
those  of  the  pharynx  and  the  naso-pharynx,  materially  interferes  not  only  with  the 
physical  but  the  "mental  development  in  children.  It  can  be  shown  that  a  continu- 
ous nasal  obstruction  in  children  frequently  results  in  loss  of  will-power,  indisposi- 
tion to  work,  loss  of  memory,  inability  to  concentrate  the  the  thoughts,  peevishness, 
and  general  mental  depression.  Children  so  afllicted,  if  successfully  treated  in 
time,  exhibit  a  most  wonderful  improvement  in  these  particulars.  The  speaker 
would  hence  desire  to  see  every  child  who  appears  lacking  in  physical  or  mental 
capacity,  before  he  is  placed  in  his  appropriate  class  at  school,  undergo  a  carefid 
examination  of  his  ears,  nose  and  throat  at  the  hands  of  a  competent  specialist  in 
these  departments. — Dr.  Bresgen,  in  September  meeting,  Naturforschar  u.  ^rate, 
Heidelberg,  Intei-nationales  Centralblatt  Laryngologie  cmd  Rhinologie,  January,  1890. 
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GENERAL  SURGERY. 

OONDUCTBD  BY 
W.  B.  VAN  LENNEP,  M.D..  AMISTKD  BY  CARL  V.  VISCHER,  M.D. 


I 


A  New  Method  of  Removing  Biliary  Caix:uli. — Senger  calls  attention  to 
the  unsatisfactory  results  following  operations  on  the  gall-blaidder.  Of  the  several 
methods  in  Yogue,  that  of  establishing  a  biliary  fistula  has  been  moxt  frequently 
practiced,  but  owing  to  the  discomfort  following  this  procedure,  Langenbuch  pro- 
posed and  practiced  the  entire  removal  of  the  organ.  Although  Langenbnch's 
method  is  apparently  a  little  safer,  it  has  found  but  few  advocates.  The  dangers 
of  the  operation,  whatever  method  be  chosen,  are  haemorrhage  and  peritonitis. 
The  former  is  due  to  the  many  adhesions  that  are  usually  found  and  the  peculiar 
watery  consistency  of  the  blood  in  this  trouble;  the  latter  to  infection,  which  can 
usually  be  prevented  by  careful  antisepsis.  The  ideal  operative  procedure  is  that 
first  introduced  by  Kiister,  which  consists  in  suturing  the  bladder-walls  and  drop- 
ping it  back  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  This  method,  although  the  ideal  one,  is 
not  at  all  practical,  because  the  walls  of  the  gall-bladder  are  the  seat  of  pathologi- 
cal changes,  in  consequence  of  which  they  do  not  heal  kindly,  and  it  is  usually  fol- 
lowed by  peritonitis,  non-union  of  the  wound  and  the  escape  of  bile.  This  led  the 
author  to  institute  a  series  of  experiments  on  the  lower  animals,  and  having  arrived 
at  a  satisfactory  result,  he  carried  out  his  idea  on  the  human  subject.  The  oueration 
is  performed  as  follows :  An  incision,  about  12  cm.  long,  is  made  through  the  right 
linea  semilunaris  down  to  the  peritoneum,  and  after  controlling  all  hsemorrhage, 
this  is  opened  and  stitched  to  the  integument.  The  gall-bladder  is  carefully  fr^ 
from  adhesions,  and  drawn  outward  and  upward  on  to  the  abdomen.  This  ne- 
cessitates raising  the  liver  slightly.  The  abdominal  wound  is  now  closed,  and 
further  interference  postponed  for  24  or  48  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the 
wound  will  be  found  to  have  united.  The  gall-bladder  is  now  opened,  the  calculi 
removed,  and  the  wound  carefully  united  by  a  Lembert  suture.  If  union  does  not 
take  place,  the  edges  can  be  freshened  and  stitches  reapplied.  After  healing  is 
assured,  tlie  bladder  is  reintroduced  into  the  abdominal  cavity  by  opening  the 
freshly  united  abdominal  wound,  or  it  may  be  allowed  to  remain  in  place,  whence 
it  gradually  retracts  into  the  abdomen,  leaving  but  a  slight  nodule. — Btrliner  Med, 
Wochenachrift,  January  13,  1890. 

The  Surgical  Treatment  of  (cholelithiasis — Crede  bases  his  views  on  his 
experience  with  seven  cases.  They  were  all  females  who  had  suffered  for  several 
years  without  any  alleviation.  Five  of  them  had  steadily  lost  flesh  and  strength 
during  the  six  m'ontlis  prior  to  the  operation,  were  unable  to  do  work  of  any  kind 
and  demanded  operative  interference.  The  youngest  was  twenty-four  and  the  old- 
est seventy-Hix  years  of  age.  In  two  cases  a  biliary  fistula  was  established,  one  of 
which  closed,  while  in  the  other  a  small  fistula  remained.  In  two  cases  Kiister's 
method  was  [)racticed,  and  in  the  remaining  three  the  entire  bladder  was  removed 
(Ijangenbnch).  In  two  of  the  cases  of  cholecystectomy  the  bladder  was  bound  to  the 
liver  by  firm  adhesions,  which  were  divided  by  means  of  the  Paquelin  cautery.  All 
of  his  cases  recovered  without  reaction  or  complications  of  any  kind,  excepting  one 
who  had  a  profase  hsemorrhage  on  the  sixth  day.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were 
united  by  a  few  witures,  the  centre  being  left  open,  packed  with  iodoform  gauze  and 
allowed  to  heal  by  granulation.  The  advantage  of  the  open  method  can  be  readily 
seen,  as  it  gives  free  vent  to  any  blood,  wo<md  secretion,  or  necrotic  liver  tissue, 
and,  if  ha?morrhage  does  occur,  it  can  be  more  readily  controlled.  The  author 
states  that  it  is  possible  to  determine  in  many  cases  whether  the  gall  bladder  is  ad- 
herent or  not  to  the  liver  by  percussion  and  palpation.  If  it  can  be  mapped  out,  it 
may  be  regarded  as  proof  that  it  is  filled  with  Huid  and  not  completely  adherent. 
In  these  cases  extirpation  is  not  necessary  and  cystotomy,  with  immediate  suture^ 
is  indicated.  If  enlargement  of  the  liver  can  be  made  out^  the  gall-bladder  will 
usually  be  found  adherent  and  sufficiently  diseased  to  require  removal  In  de- 
termining the  size  of  the  gall-bladder,  one  should  consider  the  time  of  examination, 
for  even  a  diseased  bladder  is  always  larger  and  more  easily  made  out  just  before 
and  after  an  attack  of  biliary  colic.  The  author's  observations  confirm  those  of 
Odin,  that  notwithstanding  the  general  improvement  of  health,  the  patients  at  finit 
lose  in  weight,  but  soon  rapidly  gain  again. 
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The  fullowin^  are  his  conclusionR : 

In  advanced  disease  of  the  gall-bladder  cholecystotomy  is  indicated.  If  the  or- 
gan is  still  capable  of  performing  its  functions  and  the  ducts  not  obstructed,  cystot- 
omy, aAer  K  lister's  method,  should  be  practiced,  and  in  feeble  or  aged  patients  a 
biliary  fistula  should  be  established. — Archiv.fur  Klin.  Chimrgie,  Bd.  39,  Heft  3, 
1889.' 

Efpbcts  of  Extirpation  of  the  Gall-Bladder. — Oddi,  after  removing  the 
gall-bladder  from  three  large  dogs,  noticed  the  following  symptoms:  Bile  pigment 
was  found  in  the  urine  ;  the  stools  were  fluid  in  character,  deeply  colored,  and  mixed 
with  mucus ;  the  appetite  was  much  impaired.  The  writer  explains  these  changes 
as  being  due  to  a  continuous  flow  of  bile  into  the  intestine  ;  the  coloring  matter  is 
absorbed,  while  the  constant  presence  of  the  secretion  on  the  mucous  membrane 
produces  a  catarrhal  condition.  In  addition  to  this  the  emulsifyius  process  of  fatty 
matters,  and  consequently  the  entire  digestive  function  is  interfered  with,  owing  to 
a  decrease  of  the  bile  at  the  point  where  the  chyme  enters  the  duodenum.  This 
observation  is  supported  by  the  fact,  that  in  an  animal  in  which  Oddi  established  a 
ffastro-biliary  flstula,  with  ligature  of  the  ductus  choledochus  the  operation  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  appearance  of  copious  bile  pigment  in  the  urine,  but  no  diarrhoea  nor 
diminution  in  weight.  On  the  contrary  the  weight  increased.  This  is  thought  to 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  bile  accumulated  in  the  stomach  and  was  emptied  together 
with  the  chyme  into  the  duodenum.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  size  of  the  biliary  ducts  occurred.  This  was  most  marked  in  a  dog 
killed  one  month  after  the  operation.  In  the  others  killed  two  or  three  months  later, 
the  hepatic  ducts  were  somewhat  enlarged,  and  the  cystic  duct  was  found  sacculated, 
suggesting  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  nature  to  form  a  new  gall-bladder.  The 
author  is  convinced  of  the  existence  of  a  sphincter  of  the  ductus  choledochus,  and 
interprets  the  behavior  of  the  animals  during  life  and  the  conditions  of  the  bile 
ducts  found  after  death  to  the  action  of  this  muscle,  which  converts  the  flow  of  bile 
from  a  continuous  one  to  one  more  nearly  approaching  the  normal. — CentralblaU 
fttr  Chirurffie,  1889,  No.  8. 

Hydrogen  Dioxide  in  Surgery.— Dr.  T.  6.  K.  Morton  has  been  usin^  the 
above  in  general  surgery  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  find  a  definite  position 
among  the  antiseptics.  The  per-  or  dioxide  of  hydrogen  is  a  solution  of  the  gas  in 
water.  The  strength  varies,  that  ordinarily  sold,  being  the  saturated  solution. 
The  combination  is  unstable  especially  in  the  presence  of  heat  or  organic  matter. 
This  property  of  setting  free  naaeerU  oxygen  gives  it  its  value  in  surgery  as  it  will 
not  anect  living  tissue,  not  even  harming  the  youngest  epithelial  cells,  but  violently 
attacks  and  oxidizes  all  organic  matter  of  lower  d^ree,  pus,  lymph,  micro-oi^nisms, 
etc.  This  cannot  be  said  of  any  other  antiseptic.  Bich  loride  of  mercury,  for  instance, 
when  strong  enough  to  destroy  micro-organisms,  will  also  destroy  newly  organized 
cells.  Again,  the  standard  antiseptics  do  not  remove  the  sterilized  organic  matter 
nor  penetrate  it  as  deeply  as  the  dioxide,  which  will  eat  through  any  depth  of  pus, 
lymph,  etc.,  burning  them  up  as  it  goes.  The  bichloride,  as  is  well  known,  coagulates 
an  almost  impermeable  layer  of  albumen  which  may  screen  septic  matter  under- 
neath. While  certain  bacteria  thrive  only  in  the  presence  of  oxygen  they  probably 
cannot  resist,  or  at  least  are  not  stimulated  by  this  much  more  powerful  and  destruc- 
tive naseenl  form.  The  agent  may  prove  of  value  in  tubercular  disease,  to  the 
bacillus  of  which  oxygen  is  a  deadly  enemy.  It  must  be  useful  in  all  forms  of  sup- 
puration, abscesses,  sinuses,  purulent  ophthalmia,  gonorrhoea,  cystitis,  etc.,  as  well 
as  in  the  conditions  for  which  it  has  been  used  by  otologists  and  laryngologists. 
What  is  more,  it  is  abnolutely  innocuous,  so  much  so  that  spoonsful  can  be  swallowed 
without  efiect.  It  is  to  be  poured  on  to  ulcers  or  into  cavities  until  bubbling  ceases. 
When  bichloride  is  to  be  used  it  should  follow  the  dioxide  on  account  of  the  coagu- 
lum  it  forms.  The  peroxide  has  furthermore  a  marked  haemostatic  efifect,  turning 
the  blood  first  bright  scarlet  and  then  almost  black.  The  author  does  not  think  the 
dioxide  of  hvdrogen  will  supplant  the  bichloride  or  the  other  antiseptics. — Medical 
News,  December  28,  1890. 

Operative  Treatment  of  Ancient  Shoulder  Luxations.— In  an  address 
before  the  Hunterian  Society,  Lister  presented  two  cases  in  which  long-standing 
dislocations  of  both  shoulders  have  been  reduced  by  operation.  He  was  led  to  this 
by  the  mbfortnne.  on  one  occasion,  of  rupturing  the  axillary  artery  while  trying  to 
correct  a  similar  deformity  in  the  usual  way.  They  were  both  cases  of  sobcoraooid 
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luxation  of  a  number  of  weekn  standiDg,  in  one  instance  with  marked  atrophy  of 
the  rotators,  and  the  resnlts  were  very  gratifying,  the  only  defect  being  inability  to 
cJevate  the  limb  above  the  horizontal  level.  The  operation  is  performed  as  toV 
lows :  An  incision  is  made  from  the  coracoid  process  downward  and  a  little  out- 
ward in  the  interval  between  the  deltoid  and  pectoralis  major.  With  a  curved 
periosteal  elevator  all  the  soft  parts  are  separated  from  the  inner  side  of  the  upper 
end  of  the  bone.  Injury  to  the  axillary  vessels  is  thus  prevented.  If  reduction 
cannot  now  be  accomplished,  the  head  is  to  be  protruded  and  the  rotators  detached, 
when  the  bone  can  usually  be  replaced.  If  this  fail  the  head  can  be  removed, 
giving  a  useful  limb,  but  not  as  perfect  a  one  as  in  the  former  instance.  Whenever 
the  prudence  of  attempts  at  reduction  is  in  doubt,  or  such  attempts  fail,  the  opera- 
tion is  indicated. — The  Lancet,  January  4,  1890. 

Kocher's  Method  fob  the  Reduction  of  Shoulder  I>islocations.— C. 
Beesley  reports  two  cases  in  which  this  method  was  used  and  the  luxations  quickly 
and  easily  reduced.  The  forearm  is  flexed  on  the  arm,  the  elbow  being  gently 
pressed  to  the  side ;  the  humerus  is  rotated  outward  until  the  forearm  is  at  a  right 
angle  with  the  body;  the  elbow  is  then  raised  and  carried  inward  until  the  hand 
toaches  the  other  shoulder.— Lancet^  January  25,  1890. 

Fracture  of  the  Patella  Treated  by  Mayo  Robson's  Method.— J.  F. 
Home  reports  a  case  in  which  apparent  bony  union  followed  the  use  of  the  method 
recently  suggested  by  Mayo  Bobson.  A  long  steel  pin  with  glass  head  was  passed 
through  the  quadriceps  tendon  close  to  the  upper  fragment,  another  through  the 
ligamentum  patellse.  The  fragments  were  then  drawn  together  and  held  in  place 
by  a  figure  of  eight  of  whip  coni.  An  antiseptic  dressing  and  plaster  of  Paris  splint 
were  then  applied.    The  aftercourse  was  uneventful. — The  Lancet,  January  18, 1890. 

Magnesia  Ibinolass. — To  hasten  the  hardening  of  silicate  of  soda,  Englisch 
proposes  the  following  formula  :  Slowly  boil  four  parts  of  a  solution  of  soda  isin* 
glass  until  it  is  reduced  to  the  consistency  of  thick  syrup  and  then  triturate  with  it 
one  part  of  finely-powdered  magnesia  until  the  mixture  becomes  yellowish  white. 
The  bandages  are  laid  in  this  (unrolled)  and  then  rolled,  but  they  must  not  be  ex- 
posed to  the  air  over  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  before  being  applied.  The  limb  ia 
first  covered  with  an  ordinary  bandage,  and  then  with  five  or  six  layers  of  isinglass 
bandage  for  the  lower  extremity  and  one  or  two  less  for  the  upper.  Occasional 
cardboard  or  leather  strips  may  be  used  to  strengthen  the  dressing. —  Wiener  Medizin, 
Woehensehrifi. 

N^vus  Treated  by  Collodion. — Mr.  Thomas  presented  to  the  Midland  Medi- 
cal Society  (December  12,  1889)  three  cases  of  naevi  treated  by  collodion  (one  on 
back,  one  over  parotid,  one  over  anterior  fontanelle).  They  were  covered,  together 
with  the  surrounding  skin,  with  collodion,  which  was  repeatedly  applied.  Improve- 
ment was  so  marked  as  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  operative  interference. 

Ater-effeots  of  Chloroform. — Ostertag,  by  a  series  of  experiment^  on  ani- 
mals, confirmed  the  opinion  of  Strassmann,  that  chloroform  narcosis  of  long  duration 
is  followed  by  fatty  metamorphosis  of  many  of  the  internal  organs,  notably  the  heart 
and  liver.  He  also  found  that  it  aflfects'  the  blood,  the  red  corpuscles  becoming 
overloaded  with  carbonic  acid,  which  is  the  direct  cause  of  death.  The  urine  con- 
tained gall  pigment.  Chloroform  should,  therefore,  not  be  used  in  operations  of 
long  duration.— -Bc/Wncr  Klinische  Wochensehri/ty  January  6,  1890. 

Extirpation  of  Goitre  in  Graves's  Diseabe.— Judging  from  the  results  of 
the  few  cases  in  which  this  operation  has  been  performed,  Stierlin  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  has  a  curative  efifect  on  the  main  disease.  In  other  forms  of  goitre  strumec- 
tomy  is  only  indicated  for  the  dyspncea,  but  in  this  trouble  it  may  be  warranted  in 
the  absence  of  respiratory  interference.  Tillaux  (1880)  first  reported  a  cure  by  this 
means.  Rehn  (1884)  published  three  cases,  with  more  or  less  definite  symptoms  of 
Graves's  disease,  that  were  relieved  or  cured  by  extirpation.  Several  others  are 
quoted  as  having  performed  the  operation  with  encouraging  results.  Kronlein  ob- 
served that  the  rapid  and  increased  heart's  action  gradually  returned  to  normal, 
the  previous  dicrotic  pulse  became  katacrotic,  and  a  slight  dilatation  of  the  left 
ventricle  disappeared  ;  the  nervous  restlessness,  to  a  great  degree,  subsided.  The 
author  was  unable  to  make  out  from  these  successful  operations  in  exophthalmic 
goitre  any  argument  for  or  against  the  theorv  of  its  sympathetic  origin. — Brun'i 
BeUrage  zw  KUnitche  Chirwrg.,  1889,  Bd.  V.,  Heft  I. 
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Incidental  Effects  of  Iodum. —  Malachowski  detected  in  one  patient 
panesthesie  of  the  legn,  which  became  very  severe,  when  sitting,  and  were  less  felt 
when  walking  and  especially  decreased  when  lying  down.  Dr.  Proell  verified  this 
symptom  in  a  patient  whose  back  was  pencilled  with  tincture  of  iodine  on  ac- 
connt  of  spinal  irritation.  He  could  not  sit  down  on  the  largest  easy  chair,  without 
snasmodically  supporting  himself  on  the  arms  of  the  chair;  he  felt  anxious,  and 
always  feared  he  would  fall. — AUgem,  Horn.  Zeitung,  25,  1889. 

Proving  of  Ferrum  Sbsquichloratum.— Four  men  took  for  four  weeks  fer- 
rum  sesquichloratum.  A  solution  containing  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  was  made,  of 
which  they  took  during  the  first  week  thirty  drops,  the  second  week  sixty,  during  the 
third  and  fourth  weeks  ninety  drops,  so  that  every  prover  took  during  the  proving 
0.473  of  the  salt.  AJI  complained  of  disturbed  digestion,  sensation  of  pressure  in 
stomach,  symptoms  of  congestion,  increased  cardiac  action  and  oppression  in  the 
chest,  and  still  all  of  them  felt  better  and  stronger.  The  pulse  increased  in  fre- 
quency during  the  proving  and  then  slowly  diminished  again.  One  prover  suf- 
fered from  acne  and  conjunctivitis.  For  some  time  after  the  proving  they  com- 
Slained  of  hebetude  ana  depression,  fulness  and  pressure  in  stomach,  eructations, 
isturbed  defecation,  loss  of  appetite,  sensation  of  debility,  and  two  of  them  of 
vertigo  after  rising. — Prof.  Schulz,  AUgemeine  Homceop.  2jeitung,  21,  1889. 

Experiment  With  Ferrum  Carbonicum.— The  well-known  chemist.  Dr. 
Kletzinski,  of  Vienna,  gave  to  several  patients  the  third  decimal  of  ferrum  car- 
bonicum, kept  them  under  strict  surveillance,  so  that  he  could  examine  their  faeces, 
and  in  every  one  he  found  exactly  the  same  quantity  of  iron  in  the  faeces,  showing 
that  the  same  quantity  of  iron  is  discharged  which  was  taken  internally.  Proof 
enough,  savs  Dr.  Proell,  of  the  action  of  infinitesimal  doses. — AUgemeine  Homcoop. 
Zeitung,  2l',  1889. 

A  Proving  of  Nitrous  Oxide  or  Laughing  Gas. — In  the  February  number 
of  the  British  HomcBopaihie  Worlds  there  appears  the  following,  record^  by  Dr. 
Clarke : 

''Some  months  ago  I  was  requested  to  give  gas  to  a  young  lady  aged  twelve,  for 
the  parpoee  of  tooth  extraction.  She  was  an  unusually  long  time  in  going  under, 
and,  after  the  operation,  seemed  rather  dazed.  I  saw  her  safely  home,  but  I  left 
town  the  same  day.  I  did  not  see  her  again,  and  only  heard  some  months  after  of 
what  followed. 

"She  became  delirious  in  the  evening  ;  screamed  whenever  she  fell  asleep:  com- 
plained of  great  pain  in  the  chest:  a  cough  came  on,  and  she  coughed  up  olood 
her  feet  were  put  into  hot  water,  and  hot  water-bottles  were  placed  to  the  chest. 
This  gave  great  relief;  she  described  the  sensation  as  a  feeling  as  if  somethine 
which  was  obstructing  the  chest  dropped  down  into  the  stomach.  She  was  confined 
to  bed  for  a  fortnight.  At  the  present  time,  although  well  in  other  ways,  she  has 
a  cough  in  the  morning.    She  cannot  lie  on  the  right  side.     The  right  side  of  the 
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cheet  is  duller  than  the  led,  and  there  is  increased  vocal  resonance  and  prolonged 
expiration.    She  complains  of  sharp  pains  in  the  front  of  the  chest. 

'"  Since  this  case  has  been  thus  unpleasantly  brought  to  my  notice,  I  have  heard  of 
several  others ;  and  I  publish  it,  in  the  first  place,  as  a  warning  against  a  little- 
known  danger,  and.  in  the  second  place,  that  nitrous  oxide  gas  may  be  thought  of 
as  a  possible  remedy  in  congestion  of  the  lungs.  The  right  lung  was  affected  in 
this  case,  and  the  relief  from  heat  was  very  marked." 

Materia  Medica  Outlines.— Under  this  caption  Dr.  E.  V.  Moffat,  in  the 
January  CAtrontdn^ffives  the  following : 

Ambra  Orisea  is  the  only  drug  covering  a  blue  starchy  leucorrhoea. 

Anaccurdwrn. — Remember  loss  of  memory ;  great  inclination  to  swear,  and  the 
characteristic  plug-like  pains,  which  may  press  on  almost  any  portion  of  the  body, 
internally  or  externally. 

AfUinwnixtm  Orudum, — Irritable  mental  condition  (children  don't  want  to  be 
touched  or  looked  at),  retarded  digestion,  with  eructations  tasting  of  food  long  after 
it  has  been  eaten ;  white,  milk-like  coating  on  the  tongue ;  alternating  constipation 
and  diarrhoea,  which  is  often  seen  in  old  people. 

Antimonium  Tartarieum, — There  is  the  same  peevish,  fretful  condition  of  children, 
most  prominently  associated  with  diarrhoeal  troubles  ;  intense,  death-like  nausea ; 
persisting  vomiting,  with  feeble  pulse :  clammy  perspiration  ;  profound  exhaustion ; 
cough  loose  and  rattling,  with  very  difficult  expectoration — it  feels  as  though  the 
next  cough  would  surely  raise  the  mucus,  but  it  doesn't.  (Bromine  has  a  similar 
condition,  but  it  is  more  laryngeal,  while  antimonium  tartarieum  is  more  bronchial). 
Clinically  we  see  antimonium  tartarieum  indicated  in  bronchitis;  frequently  in  old 
people ;  in  capillary  bronchitis ;  in  catarrhal  pneumonia ;  in  croupous  pneumonia, 
in  the  stage  of  resolution  ;  in  pulmonary  oedema,  and,  rarely,  in  whoopmg  cough. 

Apis  MeUiJica, — Thirstlessness:  drowsiness  ;  5  P.M.,  aggravation  ;  stmging  pains; 
oedema ;  ascites ;  inflammatory  swellings,  puffy,  bright  red  in  color ;  scanty  urine. 
Clinically  we  find  it  most  frequently  useful  in  diphtheria,  or  sore  throats;  scarlet 
fever ;  nephritis ;  urticaria ;  erysipelas :  malarial  fever ;  cpdema  of  neurotic  origin  ; 
meningitis  with  effusion,  and  serous  effusions  generally. 

Apoq/num  Cannabinum. — Best  used  in  decoction,  and,  by  its  diuretic  action,  will 
relieve  ascites  arising  from  nephritis,  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  or  heart  disease. 

Aryentum  NUricum, — Headache  as  though  the  bones  of  the  skull  would  separate, 
relieved  by  binding  the  head  tightly  (this  headache  may  be  of  gastric  origin  or  from 
structural  trouble  in  the  nerve  centres) ;  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  or  purulent  con- 
junctivitis at  any  stage,  with  more  pain  ana  burning  than  in  Pulsatilla ;  sore  throat, 
which  is  bright  red,  sticking  pains  in  the  pharynx  as  from  a  splinter,  with  glairy 
mucus  in  the  throat  and  mouth.  It  covers  gastric  ulcer,  gastritis,  gastric  catarrh 
arising  either  from  drink  or  from  the  abuse  of  sweets.  There  is  a  craving  for 
sweets,  which  disagree  with  the  patient.  The  dyspepsia  is  flatulent,  with  violent, 
noisy  eructations ;  gastralgia,  radiating  pains,  sometimes  from  ice-cream  and 
generally  worse  after  eating.  There  is  tympanites,  with  green  diarrhoea,  stools 
resembling  chopped  spinach,  which  may  be  the  result  of  fright.  We  also  find 
urethritis,  with  a  profuse,  purulent  discharge.  It  is  useful  in  certain  structural 
lesions  of  the  nerve  centres,  giving  muscular  inco-ordination,  convulsions  and  other 
symptoms. 

Arnica  Montana, — The  most  frequent  clinical  applications  of  arnica  are  for  the 
results  of  bruises,  blows  or  falls.  It  produces  peculiar  Hore,  bruised  pains,  with 
ecchymoses,  and  thus  is  homoeopathic  to  thp  condition.  In  concussion  of  the  brain 
«r  cord  from  traumatism,  it  is  prominently  indicated  (though  hypericum  will  often 
take  its  place).  Indeed,  it  may  be  called  for  in  similar  lesions  of  any  of  the  viscera. 
It  is  a  powerful  absorbent  of  hsemorrhagic  exudations,  either  ecchymoses  or  clots, 
and  will  fre<^uently  relieve  chronic  troubles  dating  back  to  long  antecedent  blows, 
bruises  or  injuries  which  may  have  acted  as  exciting  causes.  In  the  way  of  special 
symptoms  we  may  note  hot  head  or  face,  with  a  cold  body ;  nose-bleed,  especially 
after  washing  the  face;  eructations,  generally  having  an  odor  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  and  intestinal  flatus  with  the  same  fcptor ;  whooping  cough,  when  the 
child  cries  before  the  paroxysm ;  a  general  tendency  to  visceral  haemorrhages, 
principally  from  traumatism ;  the  bed  feels  too  hard  ;  and,  finally,  a  liability  to  the 
formation  of  small,  painful  boils,  coming  frequently,  one  after  another. 

HoMCEOPATHY  Phrenologically  CONSIDERED.— Under  the  above  caption  Dr. 
George  W.  Sherbino  gives  the  following: 
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1.  The  organ  of  amatiyenees  is  influenced  by  cannabis  indica,  cantharlsj  conium, 
hyoBcyamus,  kali  bromatum,  lachesis,  lilium  tigrinuto,  murez,  nux  yomica,  phos- 
phoros,  phosphoric  acid,  saoina,  staphisagria,  stramonium,  yeratrum  album,  and 
others. 

2.  Combativeness.  by  aconite,  agaricus,  alcohol,  ambra,  antimonium  tartaricum, 
arsenicum,  aunim,  baryta  carbonica,  belladonna,  bromium,  bryonia,  calcarea  car- 
bonica,  cantharis,  causticuro,  chamoroilla,  china,  elaps,  ferrum,  hyoscyamus,  igna- 
tia,  kali  jod.,  lachesis,  lycopodium,  nux  yomica,  petroleum,  platina,  ruta,  sepia, 
staphisagria,  stramonium,  sulphuric  acid,  tarcntula,  thuja,  veratrum  yiride,  viola 
tricolor,  zincum. 

3.  Destructiveness,  by  belladonna,  hyoscyamus,  merc.j.  f.,  opium,  veratrum  album. 

4.  AoquisitivenesN,  by  bryonia,  calcarea  carbonica,  calcarea  fluorica,  nux  vom- 
ica, Pulsatilla. 

5.  Firmness,  b^  belladonna,  calcarea  carbonica,  chamomilla,  lycopodium,  nux 
vomica,  nitric  acid,  sanlcula,  silica,  stramonium,  sulphur. 

6.  Caution,  by  alcohol,  aconite,  arsenicum,  cuprum  metallicum,  hyoscyamus 
nax  vomica,  opium,  Pulsatilla,  stramonium. 

7.  Benevolence,  by  alcohol,  anacardium,  coffea  tosta. 

8.  Conscientiousness,  by  arsenicum,  aurum,  hyoscyamus,  ignatia,  nux  vomica, 
silica. 

9.  Hope,  by  aconite,  calcarea  carbonica,  ferrum  (alternating  with  sadness,  raph.), 
sulphur,  yeratrum  album. 

10.  Marvellousness,  by  stramonium. 

11.  Imitation,  by  stramonium. 

12.  Form,  by  belladonna,  cuprum,  stramonium. 

13.  Causality,  by  stramonium. 

14.  Veneration,  by  coffea. 

15.  Secretiveness,  by  agaricus,  alcohol. 

16.  Mirth,  by  aconite,  cenanthe,  aurum,  asafoetida,  belladonna,  crocus,  hyoscya- 
mus, ignatia,  nux  yomica,  pulsatilla,  phosphorus,  sepia,  stramonium. 

17.  Adhesiveness,  by  belladonna ;  sweet  outpourings  of,  alcohol. 

18.  Self-esteem,  by  ignatia.  platina. 

19.  Philoprogenitiveness,  ty  oxalic  acid. 

Remedies  for  HjEMOrrhagic  Malarial  Fever. — Dr.  J.  H.  Henry,  in 
an  interesting  article  appearing  in  the  February  number  of  the  NorthwttUim, 
Journal  of  Homceopathy,  gives  the  following  medicines  as  of  service  in  the  treat- 
ment of  haemorrhagic  malarial  fever : 

Tartar  emetic  and  Veratrum  tdride  ythen  there  is  high  fever,  pulse  full,  strong, 
and  Quick;  useful  in  the  first  stage. 

OMemium  for  flushed  face,  bright,  sparkling  eyes,  quick  fever  and  great  rest- 
lessness. 

Aconite  (tincture)  in  preference  to  either  of  the  others,  if  the  fever  is  of  a  low 
grade. 

Belladonna  in  passive  congestion,  in  often  repeated  doses  until  relieved — Atropia 
is  better. 

Argenicum — Jaundice,  black  blisters,  pimples,  coldness  of  the  limbs,  general  cold- 
ness with  parched-like  dryness  of  the  skin,  or  with  profuse  sweat;  scanty,  dark- 
yellow,  or  greenish  dark-brown  urine,  diflBcult  micturition;  hematuria;  consti- 
pation ;  dark-green  or  dark -brown  diarrhasa,  or  dark  stools ;  burning,  acrid,  violent 
and  unquenchable  thirst ;  fever  commencing  at  night,  with  coldness. 

Cbr6o  vegctahUis  when  complexion  becomes  grayish-yellow,  continued  nausea 
with  disposition  to  vomit,  bliKters  in  the  mouth,  with  eructations ;  dark-red  urine, 
as  if  mixed  with  blood;  reddish,  turbid  urine;  chilliness  with  thirst,  fever, with 
thirst  during  cold  stage;  jaundice<l  blotches  on  the  skin. 

Eryot  for  yellowish  complexion;  bleeding  at  the  nose;  vomiting  black  bile  in 
a  state  of  decomposition ;  constant  stretching  and  retching,  with  vomiting  of  a 
crude  bilious  substance ;  constant  InefTectual  efforts  to  vomit,  constant  thirst ;  want 
limbs  stretched ;  constipation ;  putrid  and  foetid  colliquative  diarrhoea ;  brown- 
colored  diarrhcea ;  suppression  of  urine  ;  difficult  micturition,  with  constant  urging 
in  the  bladder;  hsemorrhage  from  the  urethra. 

Sulphuric  acid  is  sometimes  indicated. 

Nitrate  of  Silver  for  violent  vomiting. 

Euphrasia  in  Ophthalmia. — Dr.  Beaumont  aays :    "  Euphrasia  solution  n 
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almoet*A  panacea  in  the  local  treatment  of  muco-purulent  ophthalmia,  when  there 
is  mach  mucas  of  a  tenacious,  stringy  character ;  matter  floats  over  the  eje ;  ex- 
ternal canthi  are  excoriated  and  red. — MtdiocU  Era,  January. 

Calcabea  Carbonica  in  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. — In  the 
January  number  of  the  Journal  of  OpfUhalmology,  Otology  and  LaryMology,  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Cleveland,  after  recapitulating  some  of  the  vague  and  indefinite  symp- 
toms of  calcarea  carbonica  in  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat,  fives  some  special 
conditions  which  appear  to  indicate  the  medicine :  Excessive  redness  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  both  nose  and  throat  (not  a  congestion,  nor  a  chronic  venous  hyper- 
semia,  but  rather  an  evenly-diffused  heightened  color) ;  excessive  sensitiveness  to 
local  applications,  especially  to  stimulants,  absorbents  and  astringents.  When 
this  condition  exists,  attended  or  not  by  such  glandular  hypertrophy  or  sluggish 
resolution  of  inflammatory  products — the  results  of  acute  attacks — which  charac- 
terize the  strumous  diathesis  to  which  this  drug  so  broadly  corresponds,  together 
with  the  temperament  and  the  characteristic  nerspi rations,  the  doctor  has  obtained 
splendid  results  in  old  hopeless  cases  who  haa  been  sprayed  and  douched  ad  infini- 
tum and  ad  nauseam. 

Kali  Bichromicum  in  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. — Dr.  Charles  L. 
Cleveland  thinks  we  expect  too  much  from  this  remedy  at  too  early  a  date  when 
kali  bichromicum  is  administered  for  atrophic  rhinitis  and  allied  disorders.  He 
gives  it  in  fair-haired,  scrofulous  patients,  with  liver  symptoms,  scanty  urine  and 
rheumatoid  pains. — Journal  of  Ophthalmology ^  Otology  and  Laryngology^  January. 

MoscHUS  in  Singultus — Dr.  Cowperthwaite  was  treating  a  typhoid  patient 
who  was  very  low,  and  was  troubled  with  frequent  attacks  of  singultus.  Moachiu 
2x  trituration  was  given  with  most  brilliant  results,  after  hyoscyamus  and  other 
remedies  had  failed.  The  hiccoughs  ceased  after  the  first  dot^e  was  administered. 
— Medical  Era^  January. 

OrrcM  IN  Typhoid,  Colic  and  Asthenic  Pneumonia. — Dr.  Conrad  Wessel- 
hoeft  says :  Opium  is  homoeopathic  to  the  following  cases :  ( 1)  Abdominal  typhoid  ; 
sleep,  with  happy  dreams,  burning  heat  and  red  face;  or  unconsciousness,  with 
happy  delirium ;  obstinate  constipation  from  torpor,  or  liquid,  involuntary  black 
stools.  (2)  Colic,  with  distension  of  bowels,  tenderness  and  bruised  sensation, 
throbbing  pain  and  protracted  constipation.  (3)  Asthenic  pneumonia,  with  slow 
congestive  period,  or  Decerning  stationary  at  any  stage,  especially  in  the  aged  pos- 
sessing feeble  resistance  to  disease ;  moaning,  rattling,  short  breath.  But  even 
opium  will  not  cure  if  the  patient  is  already  in  articulo  mortis  from  heart  paralysis. 
Dose,  from  a  drop  of  the  tincture  to  the  second  decimal. — Medical  Era^  January. 

Nitric  Acid  in  Congestion  of  the  Liver.— Dr.  Tessier,  in  the  Bulletin  de  la 
Soc,  Med.  Homeo.  de  FrancCy  January  1 , .  1890,  reports  a  case  of  this  affection,  in 
which  nitric  acid,  1st,  gave  prompt  relief  to  the  epistaxis,  restored  the  urine  and 
stools  to  the  normal,  relieved  the  paroxysmal  pains,  cleared  the  conjunctivae  and 
skin,  and  stopped  the  vomiting  so  that  a  condition,  which  had  lasted  two  months,  was 
well  at  the  end  of  thirteen  days,  with  the  exception  of  a  pain  around  the  chest  on 
the  mammary  line.  Thin  was  relieved  by  ranunc  bulb.  6,  in  two  days.  The  doc- 
tor suggests  that  nitric  acid  has  been  too  much  neglected  in  such  cases,  in  deference 
to  china,  calcarea  and  berberis. 

Cuke  of  a  Fibroid  Tumor. — Dr.  Criquelion,  of  Mons,  relates  in  the  Bevue 
Horn.  Beige,  the  history  of  a  verv  interesting  case  of  a  large  tumor  of  the  right  side. 
It  was  very  hard,  movable,  painless,  and  was  as  large  as  a  baby's  head.  The  men- 
ses were  irregular  and  protuse.  Platina  6,  conium  6,  micania  gnaco  6  and  lapis 
albus  6  were  prescribed,  each  to  be  taken  one  week.  In  six  months  a  decrease  was 
easily  detectable  ;  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  when  sepia  6  was  substituted 
for  the  platina,  the  same  treatment  was  continued  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of 
this  time  there  was  not  a  trace  of  this  once  enormous  fibroid,  and  the  doctor  states, 
"the  woman  was  radically  cured."— ifow.  Monatsblatter,  No.  10,  October,  1889. 

Micania  Guaco  is  a  South -American  creeper,  which  is  there  used  as  the  chief 
remedy  in  snake-bitefl.  It  has  been  used  with  good  effect  in  diarrhoeas — similar  to 
those  indicating  veratrum  album.  Micania  guaco  is  also  n»ed  in  stubborn  ulcers. — 
Dr.  Criquelion,  Bevue  Hom,  BelgCf  October,  1889. 
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Effect  op  Oleum  Lioni  Santali. — Faerbringer  foand  that,  in  the  doee  of  two 
droM,  three  times  daily,  it  produced  renal  pains,  painful  urinations,  severe  stitches 
in  the  skin,  a  roseola-like  eruption,  and  the  whole  skin  seem  to  be  impregnated 
with  the  odor  of  the  oih— Allgem,  Horn.  Zeitung^  21, 1889. 

CastoR£UM  in  DiARRHcJsA. — Castoreum  has  cured  watery  or  green  mucous 
stools  in  delicate  nervous  children,  who  weaken  under  summer  heat  or  during  den- 
tition, and  who  will  not  rally  under  the  usual  remedies.  There  is  colic  before  the 
stool.  The  child  seems  to  double  up  with  the  pain.  There  is  also  twitching  of  the 
muscles,  with  great  exhaustion.  It  may  be  found  of  especial  use  where  the  case 
has  progressed  well  to  a  certain  point,  and  there  seems  a  lack  of  nervous  reaction, 
tending  to  nnduly  prolong  the  convalescence. — Journal  of  ObstetricSf  January. 

Aix)ss  IN  Chronic  Diarrhcba,  with  Prostatic  Discharge. — A  blonde,  of 
twenty-seven  years,  suffered  for  a  ^ear  with  a  diarrhoea  coming  on  every  evening  at 
seven  o'clock,  and  also  at  other  times ;  he  was  compelled  to  answer  the  urging  at 
once,  as  he  had  no  confidence  in  his  sphincter  ani,  although  at  night  he  could  pass 
flatns  (which  was  always  hot),  without  difiSculty  or  fear;  free  discharge  of  prostatic 
fluid  after  stool.  Aloes  cm.  cured  in  a  short  time. — Dr.  William  P.  Wesselhoeft, 
HomcBOpathic  Phygieian,  January. 

OxAUC  Acid  in  Tubercular  IXiCMOPTYSis. — Dr.  Tessier  treated  in  the  hos- 
pital Saint  Jacques  a  young  man  of  twenty -six  years,  who  complained,  for  a  year,  of 
loss  of  strength  and  sprightiiness,  of  inappetency  and  insomnia ;  he  looked  pale  and 
emaciated.  On  July  1st  he  began  to  have  hesmorrhages.  Ipecacuanha  and  mille- 
folium did  nothing.  Phosphorus  30  and  iced  milk  producea  a  transient  ameliora- 
tion, but  the  bleeding  returned  after  lachesis  12th,  and  he  was  then  put  on 
oxalic  acid  6th,  which  was  continued  until  he  could  be  discharged  apparently  well; 
four  months  afterward  the  bleeding  had  not  returned.  According  to  Burnett, 
oxalic  acid  acts  on  the  heart,  and  m  the  respiratory  organs  it  affects  especially 
the  larynx,  the  connective  tissue  of  the  pleura  and  the  inferior  portion  of  the 
leA  lung;  the  pulse  becomes  rapid  and  feeble,  and  aphonia  may  set  in.  Burnett 
cured  with  it  alone  a  case  of  pleuro-pneumonia  of  the  left  *side,  and  a  case  of 
asthma  depending  on  a  localized  congestion.  Burt  mentions  among  its  character- 
istics angina  pectoris  and  dyspnoea,  and  in  the  Lancet  may  be  found  a  case  of  poi- 
stioing,  with  prsecordial  anguish,  feeling  of  suffocation  and  hfemoptysis. — VArt 
Mfdieed,  December,  1889. 

Sarracenia  Purpurea  in  Small-Pox. — In  the  Bevue  Ham,  Beige,  of  July, 
1889,  Dr.  Martiny  calls  attention  to  an  article  by  Dr.  Mouremans  in  the  same  journal 
of  1875,  in  which  he  recommends  this  remedy  especially  as  a  preventive  of  small-pox, 
but  also  as  a  curative  agent.  Dr.  Martiny  has  confirmed  its  use  as  a  prophylactic,  and 
in  one  case  of  developed  small- pox  he  found  it  to  act  in  apparently  arresting  the  march 
of  the  disease,  the  pustules  did  not  suppurate  and  appeared  as  if  aborted,  or,  as  the 
original  author  puts  it,  **  The  disease  appears  arrested  in  its  evolution."  The  remedy 
is  much  and  successfully  used  in  the  treatment  of  small-pox  by  certain  savage  peoples. 
Coffee  is  a  powerful  antidote  to  sarracenia. 

Cerium  Oxalicum  in  £pistaxis  and  Dysmenorrhcea. — Cerium  oxalicum  is 
recommended  for  epistaxis,  arising  from  abdominal  plethora,  and  is  also  useful  in 
dysmenorrhcea,  especially  in  young  robust  girls  with  scanty  discharge,  colicky  pains, 
and  tenesmus  at  the  appearance  of  menses.  May  not  in  some  cases  the  epistaxis  be 
vicarious? — AUgem.  Horn.  Zeitung,  21,  1889. 

Ferrum  Muriaticum  in  Amenia  and  Seminal  Emissions.— Dr.  Woodward 
says :  The  muriate  of  iron  8x  has  become  a  standard  remedy  with  me  in  the  treat- 
ment of  girls  with  arrested  menstruation,  and  of  boys  with  tendency  to  seminal 
emissions  or  copious  urination  at  the  age  of  puberty. — Medical  Eroj  January. 

Chimaphila  in  Cystitis.— Dr.  G.  N.  Seidlitz,  in  the  February  Northwestern 
Journal  <^  Homoeopathy ^  details  three  cures  of  cystitis  wrought  by  the  administration 
of  chimamphila  in  the  lower  preparations.  Frequent  urination,  with  much  mucous 
deposit  in  the  urine,  the  doctor  considers  characteristic  for  this  drug. 

Tarentula  in  Masturbation. — In  the  February  Homoeopathic  Physician,  Dr. 
Filipe  Ascot  de  Tortosa,  tells  of  a  girl  who  consulted  him  for  fatigue  that  she  ex- 
perienced on  the  slightest  exercise.    Menstruation  normal,  slightly  scarce,  good 
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constitution,  a  healthy  color.  Suffered  from  slight  cephalalgia  at  times ;  a  light 
dry  coiiffh  ;  slight  pain  in  the  preecordial  region  ;  slight  palpitation.  Hydrocyanic 
acid  and  cactus  grandiflora  failed  ;  but  the  doctor  at  last  suspected  masturbation  as 
a  cause  of  the  symptoms,  and  prescribed  tarentula  6.     In  a  few  days  she  was  well. 

Special  Remedies  in  Puerperal  Fever.— Dr.  T.  Qriswold  Comstock,  in  the 
February  Medical  Era^  in  an  article  on  "Tox»mic  Puerperal  Disease,"  mentions  the 
following  medicines : 

Aconite  may  be  used  at  first,  when  the  patient  has  a  high  fever,  with  bounding 
pulse,  great  excitement  and  restlessness  (a  dose  every  half  hour). 

Verali-um  Viride. — Should  be  used  with  extreme  caution.  High  pulse — 120  or 
more. 

Baptisia,  if  the  breath  is  foetid,  and  the  loohial  secretions  especially  offensive. 

Turpentine  for  tympanites,  with  profuse  and  uncontrollable  diarrhcea. 

Quinine,  if  the  disease  sets  in  with  a  severe  chill,  followed  by  intense  fever  and 
sweats. 

Belladonna,  bryonia,  arsenic,  muriatic  acid  and  rhus  toxicodendron  may  all  be 
found  useful. 

ZincuM  Valerianicum  IK  Neuralgic  Dysmenorrhcea. — Dr.  Corresta  T. 
Canfield  claims  that  valerianate  of  zinc  has  proven  curative  in  neuralgic  dysmenor- 
rhoea.  There  is  pain  in  either  ovary,  accompanied  with  nausea  and  neuralgic 
headache.  Neuralgia  of  the  ovary,  worse  during  the  menses.  (Zincum  metallicum, 
pains  relieved  during  the  menstrual  flow.)  In  one  case,  a  lady,  aged  thirty-four,  no 
children,  suffered  at  her  menstrual  periods  with  an  excruciating  drawing  pain  in 
the  left  ovary.  Pain  usually  accompanied  by  nausea,  vomiting  and  headache- 
Cured  by  zinnim  valerianicum  12x.  In  another  case,  a  woman  who  had  syphilis  in 
her  younger  days,  was  nearing  her  climacteric.  During  her  menses  she  experienced 
a  gnawing,  drawing  pain  in  the  right  ovary.  Pain  extended  through  to  back,  to 
right  of  spinal  column,  just  above  the  sacro-iliac  symphysis.  Zincum  valerianicum 
2x  always  relieved  these  symptoms. — Journal  of  Obstetrics,  January. 

LiLiUM  Tigrinum  and  Sepia  Compared. — Lilium  approaches  somewhat  to 
sepia  in  its  effects  upon  the  circulation,  particularly  the  nervous,  and  still  more 
especially  does  it  stand  near  to  sepia  in  those  nervous  affections  that  depend  upon 
circulatory  disturbances  of  the  female  genitalia.  Both  have  nervous  irritability, 
depression,  and  a  feeling  that  she  must  be  busy  about  something.  But  with  all 
these  symptoms  common  to  these  two  drugs  there  are  essential  differences.  The 
lilium  patient  finds  relief  in  diverting  her  mind  by  busying  herself;  while  the  sepia 
patient  has  relief  from  many  of  her  nervous  symptoms  by  violent  exercise.  It  is,  in 
the  former  case,  a  sexual  erethism,  produced  by  the  pelvic  venous  stasis,  that  is 
relieved  ;  in  the  latter,  relief  is  general  by  favoring  the  venous  circulation  of  the 
pelvic -organs,  nervous  erethism  being  but  slight  and  associated  with  lessened 
venereal  pa.ssion. — Journal  of  Obstetrics^  January. 

Valekiana  in  Hysteria. — Valeriana  has  been  so  much  used  and  so  abused 
by  the  old  school  that  homoeopathic  physicians  are  too  apt  to  neglect  it.  But  it  and  its 
salts  occupy  a  definite  place  m  gynaecological  practice,  and  especially  in  the  treat- 
ment of  hysteria.  It  is  not  so  much  adapted  to  hysterical  spasms,  with  unconscious- 
ness (as  with  musk  and  asaf<iHida)  as  it  is  to  a  general  state  of  nervous  and  vascular 
excitement.  Both  mind  and  body  are  in  a  condition  of  nervous  irritation.  The 
patient  is  lively,  joyous,  talking  rapidly,  with  rapid  chasing  of  thought  after  thought. 
Sometimes,  she  imagines  she  is  beset  with  dangers,  or  surrounding  objects  seem 
strange.  She  suffers  from  headache,  giddiness,  and  restlessness.  Her  muscular 
organism  is  so  irritated  that  she  cannot  keep  quiet ;  she  must  move  about.  The  same 
state  influences  her  pains. 

The  provings  show  twinging,  drawing,  cramp-like,  stinging,  or  darting  pains,  all 
worse  when  she  sits,  and  tetter  when  she  walks.  The  circulation,  too,  is  excited; 
her  head  feels  full  to  bursting  ;  constant  heat  and  uneasiness;  dry  heat  in  the  even- 
ing while  sitting;  flashes  of  heat.  She  is  wide  awake  and  restless  all  night,  falling 
into  a  dreamy  sleep  toward  morning.  Digestion  also  suffers  in  the  general  nervous 
disturbance.  Before  dinner  she  has  a  taste  as  of  foetid  tallow,  while  early  in  the 
morning,  on  awakening,  the  taste  is  flat  and  slimy.  Nausea,  as  if  a  thread  were 
hanging  in  the  throat,  arising  from  the  region  of  the  umbilicus  and  gradually  as* 
cendiog  to  the  fauces.    Bloated  abdomen. — Journal  €f  ObstetrieSf  January. 
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MATERIA  MEDICA  DIFFICULTIES. 

BY  E.   H.   HOWARD,  H.D.,   OAMDEN,   N.   J. 
(Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  Ck>uxit7  of  Philadelphia.) 

The  science  of  therapeutics  rests  upon  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
but  three  things.  Ist.  A  knowledge  of  the  human  organism  as  it 
exists  during  health  (anatomy  and  physiology).  2.  The  human 
organism  as  modified  by  disease  (pathology).  3d.  The  human  organ- 
ism as  modified  by  drugs  (physiological  materia  medica).  The  first 
of  these  is  pretty  well  understood.  The  second  is  but  just  attaining 
its  proper  position  as  a  science.  The  latter  is  still  in  its  infancy  and 
beset  with  difficulties.  Therapeutics  can  never  be  elevated  to  such  a 
degree  that  its  governing  laws  shall  be  recognized  and  accepted  by 
all  creeds  in  medicine  until  these  obstacles  to  the  study  of  the  true 
and  reliable  physiological  eflects  of  drugs  shall  be  removed. 

I  do  not  wish  now  to  speak  of  the  well-known  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  eliminating  imaginative  and  other  false  results  from  the 
homoeopathic  drug  provings.  Nor  will  I  consider  the  herculean  task 
required  by  the  necessity  that  such  reprovings  shall  be  made  as  will 
place  the  results  beyond  the  cavils  of  scientific  observers. 

These  things  have  been  talked  about  and  written  upon  so  much 
that  one  is  almost  afraid  to  bring  forward  any  new  provings,  or  make 
any  contribution  whatever  to  our  already  overburdened  drug  symp- 
tom-list 

We  are  therefore,  by  necessity,  compelled  to  content  ourselves  at 
present  with  gathering  up  the  accumulated  material  of  the  centuries, 
and  I  wish  to  speak  particularly  of  the  obstacles  that  the  student 
veil.  XXV.— 15 
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meets  in  sifling  oat  the  real  knowledge  existing  in  this  general 
medical  literature^  and  to  call  attention  to  the  difficulty  there  is  in 
determining  just  how  much  is  fact  and  how  mach  is  theory  or  un- 
warranted deduction. 

General  knowledge  of  drug  effects  is  first  obtainable  from  the 
records  of  cases  of  poisoning.  Nearly  all  such  reports  are  more  or 
less  vitiated  by  the  fact  that  such  cases  have  usually  been  under 
treatment/ so  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  just  how  much  of  the 
condition  is  due  to  the  poison,  and  how  much  it  may  have  Ijeen  modi- 
fied or  altered  by  the  treatment  applied. 

Having,  however,  eliminated  this  source  of  error,  we  are  con- 
fronted by  a  still  more  formidable  one. 

There  are,  in  most  poison  cases,  two  kinds  of  symptoms  apparent: 
first,  the  manifest  chemical  or  mechanical  effects  of  the  drug,  and 
second,  the  real  physiological  impression.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  separate  these  two  distinct  results  of 
poisonous  materials,  but  it  is  evident  to  me  that  such  a  division  must 
be  made  before  we  can  intelligently  fit  them  into  any  therapeutical 
scheme  or  law. 

Suppose  a  person  suffering  from  the  effects  of  any  of  the  corrosive 
poisons,  like  sulphuric  acid.  In  such  a  case  we  shall  find  actual  de- 
struction of  tissue  wherever  the  drug  has  touched.  It  is  evident  that 
all  such  loss  of  tissue  will  give  rise  to  more  or  less  symptoms.  But 
it  is  also  evident  that  no  symptom,  directly  or  indirectly  produced 
by  this  destruction,  could  have  any  possible  bearing  upon  the  future 
therapeutical  action  of  the  drug.  All  such  conditions  could  teach 
us  about  the  drug  would  be  its  local,  mechanical  or  chemical  possi- 
bilities. If  the  smallest  drop  touches  the  glottis,  we  may  set  up 
all  the  symptoms  of  spasmodic  croup,  and  y£t  the  drug  could  not  be 
shown  to  bear  any  possible  relation  to  theglotiis  or  larynx  under  any 
therapeutic  theory.     It  is  a  pure  mechanical  effect. 

Again,  give  a  person  repeated  dcees  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth ;  the 
result  is  constipation  of  the  bowels,  due  to  the  direct  mechanical 
clogging  of  the  intestines  by  the  powder.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  this  drug  is  made  use  of  to  check  loose  bowels,  it  shows  no  more 
physiological  relationship  to  the  intestines  than  does  a  splint  to  a 
broken  bone,  and  any  discussion  regarding  its  use  in  such  cases  must 
be  along  a  similar  line,  viz.,  as  to  the  possibility  of  so  applying  as  not 
to  produce  local  irritation  or  loss  of  function.  This  is  a  mechanical 
question,  not  a  therapeutical  one.  It  will  be  a  great  gain  when  the 
materia  medica  student  of  the  future  shall  be  able  to  say,  in  every 
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case,  this  sjmptom  is  a  pure  physiological  effect,  that  is  only  a  chem- 
ical or  a  mechanical  one ;  but  there  is  thus  opened  up  to  us  a  most 
difficult  field  for  investigation. 

There  is  another  phase  of  toxic  action  which  is  not  sufficiently  well 
differentiated.  Such  poisons  as  kill  suddenly,  like  prussic  acid,  or 
large  doses  of  aconite,  produce  symptoms  of  collapse  so  quickly  that 
there  is  no  time  for  real  physiological  symptoms  to  arise.  Hughes 
alludes  to  this  fact  in  discussing  certain  drugs,  but  this  matter  needs 
extended  consideration.  The  rapid  lowering  of  the  temperature, 
slowing  and  weakening  of  the  pulse,  cold  perspirations,  etc.,  are  only 
conditions  showing  that  the  nervous  system  has  met  with  some  ter- 
rible shock,  against  which  it  can  make  no  struggle. 

True  physiological  drug  effects  are  the  results  of  a  conflict  between 
drugs  and  living  tissues.  Whenever  the  vital  forces  have  been  over- 
come, and  have  given  up  the  struggle,  then  we  have  a  state  of 
collapse.  All  dangerous  drugs  will  have  this  effect  if  the  dose  be 
sufficient.  It  is,  however,  a  debatable  question,  whether  such  effects 
have  the  slightest  bearing  upon  any  legitimate  therapeutical  use  of 
the  drug.  The  first  attempts  of  the  old  school  with  the  use  of  aconite 
in  fevers^  was  based  upon  this  variety  of  drug-effect^  viz:  Its  rapid 
lowering  of  the  temperature.  But  it  was  soon  discarded  and  pro- 
nounced dangerous,  only  to  come  into  general  use,  when  the  small 
doses  were  borrowed  from  our  school.  It  is  on  similar  grounds  that 
the  use  of  the  more  modern  antipyretics  may  be  discussed,  and  there 
is  evidence  that  they  will  soon  be  discarded  on  account  of  their 
dangers. 

Herein  lies  the  fallacy  of  many  of  the  so-called  physiological  ex- 
periments, especially  such  as  are  undertaken  to  determine  drug- 
effects  upon  blood-pressure  and  temperature.  That  a  drug  applied 
to  a  nerve  terminal,  lessens  either  blood-pressure  or  temperature, 
proves  nothing  as  to  its  real  physiological  effects.  It  is  only  com- 
parable with  any  other  serious  external  injury. 

It  seems  to  me  therefore,  that  before  we  can  know  the  real  thera- 
peutic bearings  of  these  remedies,  we  must  eliminate  from  their 
records  of  poisoning,  not  only  their  chemical  and  mechanical  effects, 
but  also,  all  such  symptoms  as  have  appeared  after  the  life  struggle 
has  really  ended,  leaving  only  collapse  and  death. 

Having  settled  such  facts  to  his  satisfaction,  the  student  of  materia 
medica  will  naturally  turn  to  the  standard  old-school  authorities,  to 
find  such  accumulated  facts  as  they  have  garnered  from  the  expe- 
rience of  the  ages.     That  there  are  facts,  important  facts,  to  be  found 
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here  which  are  not  well  learned  from  any  homoeopathic  literature 
and  facts  that  have  been  neglected  by  the  homoeopathic  school,  I 
think  no  one  will  question.  The  physician  must  know  the  mechani- 
cal and  chemical  uses  and  doses  of  drugs ;  he  must  be  familiar  with 
their  palliative  possibilities,  and  where  else  shall  he  find  the  ordinary 
effects  of  continued  medicinal  doses? 

But  the  real  searcher  after  positive  facts  will  here  meet  serious 
difficulties.  The  old-school  writers  mostly  discuss  drugs  from  their 
therapeutical  side,  and  they  are  chiefly  concerned  with  their  effects 
in  disease.  Quinia  is  the  great  antiperiodic.  Its  effects  are  studied 
in  this  clinical  light.  Because  clinical  experience  shows  its  power 
over  malarial  fevers,  its  febrifuge  qualities  are  deduced.  There  is  no 
hint  as  to  its  ability  to  produce  feverish  conditions.  Mercury  has 
been  proven  clinically  to  be  the  great  antisyphilitic,  hence  its  so-called 
alterative  properties  are  inferred.  And  so  it  happens,  that  in  study- 
ing the  effects  of  drugs  in  disease,  we  miss  their  pure  uncomplicated 
physiological  effects.  It  is  this  that  blinds  the  old-school  observer 
to  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of  a  therapeutic  law.  His  reason- 
ing is  backward  from  clinical  light  to  therapeutic  theory. 

It  is  surprising,  also,  when  one  is  searching  for  facts,  to  find  how 
much  space,  in  standard  authorities,  is  devoted  to  discussions  and 
theories  as  to  the  manner  in  which  drugs  act.  Such  theorizing  is  all 
very  well  in  its  place,  and  is  a  necessity  to  the  experimenter  in  drugs, 
as  well  as  in  other  sciences,  but  facts  are  far  more  important  to  the 
practitioner,  and  it  would  not  be  safe  to  base  methods  of  practice 
upon  a  theory.  It  will  be  found  no  easy  task  to  cull  from  this  rich 
structure,  the  real  kernels  of  truth  which  exist  there. 

There  is  not  time  to  discuss  the  well-known  difficulties  involved 
in  the  study  of  the  schema  forms  of  the  homoeopathic  materia  raedica. 
Richard  Hughes  has  done  much  to  solve  these  questions  and  the  new 
Cydopcedia  of  Ih-ug  Paihogenesy  is  paving  the  way  for  a  much 
greater  advance  in  rendering  the  subject  more  intelligible.  But  the 
ideal  materia  medica  has  yet  to  be  written.  Perhaps  the  man  is  not 
yet  born  who  will  be  able  to  write  it.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that 
the  trend  of  progress  must  be  along  the  lines  here  indicated  and  that 
we  may  hasten  the  preparation  of  such  an  ideal  work,  by  striving  to 
simplify  and  reduce  to  actualities  the  knowledge  that  is  now  pos- 
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A  CASE  OF  SYRINGOMYELIA  WITH  SYMPTOMS  OF  NEURITIS  OF  LEFT 
BRACHIAL  PLEXUS. 

BY  JOSEPH  T.  O'CONNOR,  M.D.,  CLINICAL  PROFESSOR  OF  NERVOUS  DISEASES 
IN  THE  NEW  TORK  HOM(EOPATHIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

(Read  before  the  New  York  County  Homceopathic  Medical  Society,  February  18, 1890.) 

Frederick  G — —^  a  strongly-built  man,  eet.  47,  native  of  Ger- 
many, admitted  to  Ward's  Island  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  Septem- 
ber 18,  1889. 

On  board  ship  three  years  ago  he  fell  a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve- 
feet,  striking  squarely  on  his  back.  He  was  not  apparently  injured 
by  it,  and  was  entirely  well  until  July  17,  1889,  on  which  date, 
labile  working  on  a  farm  on  Long  Island,  he  was  suhstruck.  He 
was  taken  to  a  hospital  on  Long  Island,  and  remained  there  three 
weeks,  then  was  three  weeks  boarding  in  New  York,  then  was  in 
Bellevue  Hospital  for  three  weeks,  and  was  transferred  as  above 
stated  to  Ward's  Island  Hospital,  suffering  from  intermittent  fever. 

At  the  time  of  admission  to  the  latter  hospital  he  complained  of 
pain  in  the  back  of  the  neck  and  occiput ;  moving  the  head  was  pain- 
ful ;  was  troubled  with  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  loss  of  breath 
on  exertion.  His  legs  swelled ;  both  hands  were  swelled ;  first  noticed 
this  swelling  while  in  Long  Island  Hospital.  After  the  sunstroke, 
he  had  great  pain  in  the  back  on  bending  forward. 

The  intermittent  fever  was  very  severe;  temperature  after  the 
chill  being,  at  times,  106°  F.  He  had  to  be  moved  into  a  room 
where  he  could  be  more  quiet  than  in  the  ward.  The  fever  was 
eventually  cured  by  giving  baptisia  0,  as  a  regular  medicine,  and  5 
grains  of  quinine  three  times  a  day. 

About  November  1st  he  was  able  to  get  about,  and  his  general 
health  has  been  good  since.  The  only  thing  he  complained  of,  at 
this  date,  was  weakness  and  numbness  of  the  left  arm.  This  weak- 
ness began  in  the  shoulder  region. 

£iamined  by  Dr.  O'Connor,  December  5,  1889.  Inspection 
shows  distinct  atrophy  of  the  first  interosseous  hand  muscle,  wasting 
of  thenar  eminence,  fibrillary  contractions  in  the  deltoid  muscle ; 
profuse  sweating  of  the  axillary  integument,  and  of  the  palm  and 
palmar  surface  of  the  fingers;  all  of  left  side. 

There  is  distinct  paralysis  of  the  deltoid. 

He  is  unable  to  lift  the  arm  outward  and  upward,  except  partially 
by  excessive  action  of  the  trapezius  muscle;  cannot  supinate  or  pro- 
nate  the  arm  ;  cannot  rotate  the  arm,  except  to  a  trifling  extent,  either 
inward  or  outward ;  extensor  action  upon  the  hand  is  impaired,  the 
hand  is  half  flexed,  the  power  of  spreading  the  fingers  or  of  extend- 
ing them  is  gone,  nor  can  he  touch  with  the  end  of  the  thumb  the 
tips  of  the  fingers.     Lateral  action  of  the  hand  to  the  radial  side 
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and  to  the  ulnar  side  is  retained,  and  there  is  some  flexor  power  in 
the  hand  and  fingers,  as  the  grasp  is  simply  weakened,  not  gone. 

Drawing  the  humerus  forward  and  inward  across  the  chest,  or 
backward  and  inward,  is  done  partially ;  to  bring  the  two  shoulder- 
blades  closer  together  is  easy.  When  the  arms  are  held  forward,  the 
inner  edge  of  the  left  scapula  stands  out  from  the  deep  structures  of 
the  back,  but  is  not  changed  in  its  direction,  there  being  no  rotation 
of  the  scapula. 

Sensatum, — The  tests  of  the  diflerent  forms  of  sensibility  gave 
curious  and,  at  times,  discordant  results.  When  touched  lightly 
with  cotton,  tactile  sensation  (of  this  light  touch)  was  found  to  be 
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A.  Atrophy  with  reaction  of  degeneration  (?)  and  ansesthesia;  B.  Complete  ansee- 
theeia;  C.  Sensibilitj  to  temperature  lost;  D.  Aneesthesia  for  temperature  com- 
plete, with  partial  for  touch  ;  hot  was  here  perceived  as  cold  ;  EE,  Temperature 
sensibility  lost,  but  tactile  sensibility  retained. 

lost  for  the  second  and  third  phalanges,  excepting  on  the  radial  bor- 
der of  the  first  finger ;  but  something  akin  to  allocheiria  was  noticed, 
in  that  when  the  skin  of  the  second  phalanx  was  touched  the  sen- 
sation was  referred  by  the  patient  to  the  first  phalanx,  and,  at  times 
when  the  lateral  aspect  of  one  of  the  second  phalanges  was  so  touched, 
sensation  was  perceived  in  the  analogous  surface  of  the  next  anterior 
finger;  that  is,  if  the  third  finger  was  touched  in  the  spot  named, 
the  sensation  was  perceived  in  the  second  finger  as  stated.  This  allo- 
cheiric  variation  of  sensibility  is  noticed  in  difierent  parts  of  the  arm. 

The  ulnar  nerve  can  be  felt  greatly  thickened  behind  the  olecranon, 
but  it  is  not  tender  to  pressure. 

There  is  loss  of  tactile  sensation  to  light  touch  on  the  lower 
bicipital  aspect  of  the  upper  arm,  and  on  the  upper  two-thirds  of 
the  deltoid  region.     Loss  of  pain-sense  (to  pin-pricks)  on  the  an- 
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terior  and  ulnar  aspect  of  the  forearm,  on  the  deltoid  and  triceps 
r^ions. 

December  7th.  Tested  electrically.  All  parts  respond  to  Faradic 
current,  but  less  than  normally,  except  in  first  interosseous  space, 
where  no  response  can  be  obtained;  no  reaction  of  degeneration, 
except,  possibly,  in  first  interosseous. 

Loss  of  sensation  for  heat  or  cold  in  different  areas  of  arm. 

January  3d. — A  re-examination  for  temperature-sense  shows  some 
spots  in  which  this  is  lost,  although  that  for  touch  (deep  impression) 
is  retained.  On  the  deltoid  region,  the  touch  of  a  hot  b<Kly  is  felt 
as  cold.  On  the  ulnar  side  of  the  arm,  both  anteriorly  and  pos- 
teriorly, there  is  loss  of  all  sensation  of  touch,  temperature  and  pain  ; 
and  on  the  whole  dorsal  aspect  of  the  arm  the  sensation  of  pain  (ex- 
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AA,  Area  on  which  Faradic  Bensibilitj  is  loet  and  tactile  sensibility  retained. 

oept  as  stated  of  the  ulnar  half)  is  decidedly  lessened.  All  sensa- 
tion, except  that  of  deep  pressure,  hence  of  touch,  temperature,  and 
pain,  is  lost  on  both  dorsal  and  palmar  aspects  of  hand,  except  on 
the  radial  side  of  index  finger  and  radial  side  of  thumb. 

Cremasteric  reflexes  are  retained  and  are  vigorous. 

Knee-jerks  exaggerated  ;  no  ankle  clonus. 

Triceps  reflex  in  left  arm  easily  obtained ;  no  exaggeration  of  left 
wrist  reflexes. 

Pupils  are  equal,  and  react  to  light. 

Tongue  is  protruded  straight. 

January  29th.  Re-examination : 

Flexor  power  of  forearm  on  arm  weak,  forearm  can  be  brought  up 
one-third  way. — ^Biceps,  brachialis  ant     Nerv.  muse,  cutan. 
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Extensor  power  weakened. — Triceps.     N.  muse.  spir. 

Pronation  gone. — Pronator  quad.     P.  teres.     N.  rouse,  spin 

Supination,  to  mid-position. — Supinator  longus.  S.  brevis.  N. 
muse.  spir. 

Abduction  of  arm  gone,  can  partly  raise  arm  forward. — Deltoid. 
N.  circurafl. 

Adduction  present  to  some  extent,  but  cannot  adduct  in  front  of 
body,  nor  to  back. — Pectoralis  maj.  N.  ant.  thor.  Latiss.  dorsi.  N. 
subsc^p.  long. 

Cannot  touch  middle  of  buttock  of  the  same  side,  nor  opposite 
shoulder.  External  rotation  of  upper  arm,  good. — Teres,  minor. 
N.  axill.     Infra  spinatus  N.  suhscap. 

Internal  rotation,  |>oor.^-Subscapularis  N.  subscap.  brev.  Teres 
maj.     N.  subscap.  brev.     Latiss.  dorsi.     N.  subscap.  long. 

Extension  of  hand  on  forearm  gone,  but  with  last  two  phalanges 
flexed,  is  fair. — Common  extensors.     N.  muse.  spir. 

Extension  of  first  phalanges,  fair  (common  extensors),  and  of 
second  and  third  phalanges  (interossei)  of  first  finger  and  middle 
finger  partly;  not  at  all  of  fourth  and  third. 

Separation  of  first  finger  from  middle  is  possible  (long  extensor), 
N.  muse.  spir. ;  not  the  others  (interossei). 

Adduction  of  metacarpal  of  thumb  very  faint  (adductor  pollicis). 

Can  touch  tip  of  thumb  to  tips  of  first  and  second  fingers,  not  to 
others. 

Grasp  of  hand  practically  gone. — Flexors.     N.  median  et  ulnar. 

Lateral  extension  of  hand  at  wrist  possible,  in  both  directions,  but 
lessened. — Ext.  carp.  rad.  brev.  et  long.  Ext.  carp,  ulnaris.  N.  muse, 
spir. 

Flexion  at  wrist,  weakened. — Flexor  carpi  ulnaris.  N.  ulnar.  F, 
carpi  radialis.    N.  median. 

Loss  of  muscular  sense  in  the  two  ulnar  fingers ;  muscular  sense 
present  in  all  other  parts  of  hand  and  arm. 

Faradic  current  in  strength  great  enough  to  be  painful  in  right 
arm,  is  only  felt  slightly  over  most  of  left  arm,  with  the  exception  of 
a  spot  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter  in  ulnar  half  of  dorsum 
of  hand,  where  it  is  well  perceived,  and  in  whole  ulnar  half  of 
front  and  back  of  left  arm  where  it  is  not  felt  at  all. — N.  muse.  spir. 
Muse,  cutan.     Int.  cutan.     Circumflex. 

Faradic  current  of  normally  painful  strength  is  felt  slightly  on 
radial  half  of  palm  and  not  at  all  on  ulnar  half. — N.  ulnar.,  N. 
median. 

Faradic  current  is  not  felt  on  skin  covering  first  interosseous 
space  and  ball  of  thumb ;  it  is  felt  on  the  two  phalanges  of  thumb. 
— N.  median. 

Faradic  current  of  strength  that  is  normally  painful  is  felt  but 
slightly  on  the  whole  extent  of  the  back  of  the  neck,  from  one  ear 
to  the  other  and  from  hair-line  to  trunk,  N.  supra  clavicular ;  this 
partial  and  special  form  of  anaesthesia  is  limited  below  the  neck  on 
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the  right  by  a  line  starting  from  the  junction  of  neck  and  trunk, 
passing  obliquely  downwards  to  the  left,  crossing  the  spinal  column 
midway  between  the  two  scapuIsB,  then  descending  somewhat  to  left 
of  spinal  column  till  about  three  inches  below  inner  angula  of 
scapula  and  passing  horizontally  around  the  left  side.  On  the  left,  the 
limiting  line  begins  at  end  of  neck,  crosses,  downward  and  forward, 
the  trapezius  region  to  about  the  mid-line  of  sternum  and  then 
passes  down  to  about  end  of  the  bone,  and  curves  around  the  side  to 
meet  the  line  previously  described. — N.  intercostal ;  ant.,  post,  and 
external  branches. 

At  a  spot  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  above  the  spine  of  left  scap- 
ula, the  sensation  is  absolutely  gone.  In  all  the  described  region  of 
Faradic  ansesthesia  pain-sensation  to  pin-pricks  is  retained,  except 
where  stated  to  be  gone  in  previous  examinations. 

Faradio  current,  the  electrode  being  at  inner  angle  of  scapula  of 
either  side,  causes  fibrillary  tremor  of  latissimus  dorsi  and  infra-- 
spinatus  of  same  side.  Faradic  current  causes  fibrillary  tremor  of 
right  deltoid  as  well  as  contraction.  Complains  latterly  of  rheu- 
matic pains  in  right  supra-clavicular  region  extending  to  region 
behind  right  ear. 

There  has  been  some  pain  in  the  left  arm,  but  not  of  great  se- 
verity; for  three  nights  only,  about  January  20th,  the  pain  was 
sufficient  to  interfere  with  sleep ;  its  site  was  the  cutaneous  distribu- 
tion from  the  musculo-spiral  nerve. 

At  the  first  examination  of  the  patient,  I  made  the  diagnosis  of 
syringomyelia,  basing  it  upon  the  peculiar  sensory  disturbances  and 
the  paralysis  and  atrophy.  The  condition  producing  the  special 
syndrome  justifying  the  diagnosis,  is  a  neoplasm,  usually  a  glioma, 
within  the  substance  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  as  the  growth  increases, 
the  nutrition  of  its  central  portion  becomes  less  and  less,  until 
finally  that  portion  softens,  liquefies  and  is  absorbed,  so  that 
within  the  growth  a  cavity  appears.  As  the  growth  is  chiefly  in 
the  gray  portion  of  the  cord,  it  often  aflects  the  anterior  gray 
horn,  and  always  the  central  gray,  while  very  frequently  the  pos- 
terior gray  horns  are  affected.  The  result  of  this  complex  inter- 
ference with  the  functions  of  the  gray  is  that  atrophic  paralysis 
is  present,  sometimes  with,  sometimes  without,  the  reaction  of  de- 
generation ;  that  simple  tactile  sensation  is  frequently  normal,  and 
that  usually  the  perception  of  temperature  differences  (heat  and 
oold)  is  lost  or  greatly  impaired.  A  glance  at  a  drawing  repre- 
senting the  normal  cord  in  cross  section,  and  showing  the  region 
in  which  are  found  the  tracts  for  the  different  sensations  as  well 
as  the  nutritional  and  trophic  (supposed)  spinal  centres,  will  make 
the  matter  plain.    The  accompanying  drawing  is  an  enlarged  rep- 
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resentation  of  the  microscopic  appearances  found  in  a  section  of 
the  cord  from  a  patient  having  this  disease. 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  diagnosis  was  not  an  easy 
matter.  The  limitation,  at  first  sight  of  the  paralysis,  both  sen- 
sory and  motor,  to  the  left  arm,  the  remarkable  an^thesia  for 
slight  tactile  impressions,  present  over  most  of  the  arm,  the  abso- 
lute loss  of  all  sensation  on  the  ulnar  half  of  the  arm,  together  with 
evident  thickening  of  the  ulnar  nerve  behind  the  olecranon,  would 
seem  to  be  enough  to  discredit  the  first  diagnosis,  and  force  us  to 
conclude  that  the  disease  is  simply  a  neuritis  of  the  brachial  plexus. 
Such  a  neuritis  is  not  a  rarity.  It  is  at  times  observed  in  new-bom 
infants  as  a  result  of  pressure  made  by  the  obstetrician's  fingers  above 
the  clavicle  during  the  last  stage  of  parturition.  At  the  point  named 
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Section  of  cord,  2d  cervical  segment  from  Eronthars  report  of  a  case. — Neu- 
rohg.  CetUralbl^  Nos.  20,  21,  22, 1889. 

the  upper  cords  of  the  brachial  plexus  are  exposed  to  injury,  and 
paralysis  of  this  type  has  been  caused  by  carrying  heavy  timbers 
upon  the  shoulder.  Tumor  above  the  axilla  may  cause  the  same 
symptoms,  and  injury  from  using  a  crutch  may  affect  the  nerve- 
cords. 

But  a  closer  analysis  of  the  symptoms  themselves  shows  a  condi- 
tion of  affairs  not  compatible  with  neuritis,  except  in  a  few  particu- 
lars. The  extreme  loss  of  power,  without  any  evident  atrophy  (ex- 
cept as  stated),  the  remarkable  sensory  loss  which  is  inordinately 
great  in  comparison  with  the  motor  phenomena,  the  loss  of  certain 
sensations  with  preservation  of  others,  are  not  what  we  expect  in  a 
neuritis.  And,  in  addition,  the  ready  response  of  the  nerves  to  Fara- 
dization at  Erb*s  supraclavicular  point,  of  the  musculo-spinal  nerve, 
behind  the  biceps  muscle,  of  the  median  nerve  on  the  inner  face  of 
the  upper  arm,  and  even  of  the  ulnar  nerve  behind  the  olecranon 
(the  nerve  at  this  point,  it  will  be  remembered,  is  distinctly  thickened 
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and  almost  nodular),  is  not  in  accordance  with  what  we  know  of  a 
neuritis  of  such  apparent  severity.  Hence,  from  these  considera- 
tions, we  are  justified  in  looking  further  than  the  plexus  and  its 
cords  for  the  origin  of  the  trouble. 

Fibrillary  contractions  in  a  muscle,  although  not  thoroughly  un- 
derstood, are  associated  with  b^inning  degenerative  change  in  it, 
or  after  degeneration  they  show  the  beginning  of  improvement 
Hence,  when  found  in  the  deltoid,  infraspinatus  and  latissimus  dorsi 
of  the  right  side,  as  they  were  in  this  case,  they  point  either  to  the 
other  brachial  plexus  or  to  the  spinal  cord  as  their  source.  Further, 
from  the  marked  lessening  of  sensibility  to  a  strong  Faradic  current 
in  the  covering  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  back  of  the  neck,  as  well 
as  downwards  in  the  dorsal  region,  on  both  sides,  we  must  again  ex- 
clude disease  of  the  brachial  plexus  as  the  ultimate  cause.  The  skin 
covering  the  back  of  the  neck  is  supplied  by  branches  from  the  three 
upper  cervical  nerves,  that  covering  the  supraclavicular  region  from 
the  third  cervical,  while  on  the  back  and  sides  the  ansBSthetic  area  is 
supplied  by  the  intercostals. 

Here,  then,  we  have  to  go  outside  of  the  brachial  plexus  to  ac- 
count for  the  sensory  loss.  The  seat  must  be  in  the  spinal  cord,  and 
the  changes  in  the  ulnar  nerve  must  be  secondary  to  and  dependent 
upon  this. 

The  trouble  in  the  cord  cannot  be  a  myelitis,  as  there  are  none  of 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of  the  latter  affection ;  it  is  not  a  growth 
springing  from  the  membranes,  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  compres- 
sion within  the  cord ;  it  is  not  progressive  muscular  atroi>hy  of  spinal 
origin,  anterior  poliomyelitis,  as  the  sensory  symptoms  invalidate 
that  view ;  it  is  some  infiltrating  growth  in  the  gray  matter  of  the 
cord  in  its  cervical  enlargement.  Such  a  condition  is  now  well 
known ;  it  is  probably  a  gliomatous  mass  that  has  affected  the  ante- 
rior gray  horn  of  the  left  side,  destroying  some  of  the  large  ganglion 
cells  and  injuring  others;  it  also  involves  the  middle  gray,  since 
it  interferes  with  conduction  of  temperature  and  pain  sensations. 
Whether  it  involves  the  posterior  horns  to  some  extent,  cannot  be 
said  off-hand,  as  the  loss  of  tactile  sensation  may  be  due  to  changes 
secondary  in  the  nerve  trunks;  and  we  are  very  sure  that  it  has  not 
invaded  the  posterior  columns,  as  the  muscular  sense  is  preserved, 
except  in  the  ulnar  distribution. 

Such  a  neoplasm,  as  it  grows,  compresses  the  bloodvessels  that 
supply  its  centre  with  nutrition,  and  soon  the  centre  breaks  down, 
liquefies  and  leaves  a  cavity.     From  this  fact  the  disease-process  is 
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termed  syringomyelia ;  that  is,  the  formation  of  a  cavity  in  the  spinal 
cord.  More  than  120  cases  have  been  recorded,  mth  post'tnortem 
proof  in  about  70,  of  the  diagnosis ;  but  a  number  were  wrongly 
diagnasticated  during  life.  The  necessary  variability  of  an  infiltrat- 
ing neoplasm  in  the  direction  of  its  growth  must  make  the  symptoms 
vary  in  different  cases,  but  the  chief  symptoms  relied  upon  as  diag- 
nostic are  the  presence  of  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  paralysis 
and  the  peculiar  partial  ansesthesia,  tactile  sensation  being  usually 
preserved,  while  at  the  same  time  the  temperature-sense  and  often  the 
pain-sense  are  lost.  More  than  one  case  has  been  reported  of  what  ap- 
peared to  be  a  brachial  neuritis  that  was  really  the  disease  under  con- 
sideration. 

Schuize  is  stated  by  Stadelmann*  to  have  had  a  case  of  syringo- 
myelia, in  which  proliferation  of  connective  tiasue  was  found  in  the 
brachial  plexus.  Fitzf  reported  a  case  of  progressive  muscular  atro- 
phy confined  to  the  left  arm  and  shoulder  muscles.  Here,  however, 
the  preservation  of  tactile  sensibility  and  that  for  pain,  with  diminu- 
tion of  thermic  sensibility,  leads  Mme.  Dejerine-KlumpkeJ  to  con- 
sider Fitz's  case  one  of  syringomyelia.  Remak  reports§  a  case  of 
syringomyelia,  in  which  there  was  degenerative  atrophy  limited 
chiefly  to  the  left  hand,  with  partial  ansesthesia,  that  is  for  tempera- 
ture and  pain. 

Rumpf  reports  a  case||  in  which,  in  1884,  the  patient,  then  aged  35, 
found  that  he  was  losing  the  power  in  his  right  hand,  and  that  the  ball 
of  the  thumb,  as  well  as  the  first  interosseous  space,  had  wasted.  At 
the  same  time  he  noticed  that  the  hand  felt  "  asleep,''  with  sensa- 
tion of  formication  ;  the  fingers  were  numb,  and  this  numbness 
would  last  often  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  He  came  under  treat- 
ment of  Prof  Erb,  in  Heidelberg  (by  electricity),  and  in  a  few  weeks 
he  had  recovered  sensation  and  power,  but  avoided  work  with  a 
heavy  hammer.  In  eighteen  months  the  trouble  returned,  with 
wasting,  numbness  and  weakness,  but  more  extensive  than  at  first ; 
soon  the  right  leg  was  affected  by  the  sensory  trouble,  and  on  coming 
under  Dr.  Rumpfs  care,  December,  1888,  it  was  evident  that  he 
had  syringomyelia. 

One  observer  has  insisted  that  remissions  are  frequent,  sometimes 
to  the  extent  of  apparent  cure,  and  he  thinks  this  almost  diagnostic 

*  Neurdog.  CentralblaU,  No.  17,  1887. 

t   Ueber  Saturnine  Progressive  Muskehtrophie.    Wurzburg,  1882. 

X  Des  Polynivriles  el  des  Paralyses  el  Atrophies  Saiumines.    ParU,  1889. 

i  Berliner  Klinisehe  Wochensch.,  No.  3,  1889. 

II  Neurohg.  ChUraiblaU,  7,  8,  1889. 
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of  the  trouble.  In  tlie  case  under  consideration,  the  patient  has  im- 
proved a  good  deal,*  especially  in  the  ulnar  distribution,  but  an  ex- 
amination made  February  12,  1890,  shows  increased  knee-jerk  of 
left  side,  fuint  on  right,  marked  lessening  of  tactile  pain  (Faradic) 
and  sensibility,  and  what  is  more  important,  marked  loss  of  muscular 
power  in  the  left  leg.  These  points  had  not  been  specially  tested 
previously,  as  the  patient  had  always  said  that  there  was  no  loss  or 
lessening  of  either  power  or  sensibility  in  the  left  leg.  The  temper- 
ature-sense is  present  on  left  leg,  but  it  is  dulled ;  that  is  to  say,  hot  or 
cold  impressions  are  felt  less  plainly  on  the  left  than  oq  the  right  leg. 

The  evidence  in  the  present  case  is  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of 
syringomyelia  as  the  disease-state  causing  this  patient's  symptoms, 
and  the  prognosis  is  unfavorable.  Cases  last  from  two  to  seven 
years,  the  extension  of  the  growth  involving  centres  in  the  cord  of 
vital  importance. 

Treatment  of  such  cases  must  be  wholly  symptomatic.  The  only 
substance  used  as  a  remedy,  that  is  recorded  as  being  in  relation  to 
the  disease,  is  lead.  The  origin  of  the  trouble  has  so  often  been 
apparently  traumatic,  that  amiea  deserves  attention  as  a  possible 
remedy.  Apart  from  these  remedies  we  must  treat  such  cases  by 
using  such  drugs  as  seem  indicated,  without  reference  to  the  diagnosis. 

Whether  the  original  fall  in  the  present  case  produced  changes  in 
the  cord  that  were  aroused  into  violent  activity  by  the  sunstroke 
three  years  later,  and  whether  the  symptoms  of  a  severe  intermittent 
were,  as  may  be  surmised,  the  general  manifestations  of  a  local, 
rapidly  proliferating  process  in  the  cord,  are  questions  beyond  our 
present  powers  of  solution. 


FRAGMENTARY  PROVINGS. 

BY  MALCOM  MACFARLAN,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
(Read  before  the  Philadelphia  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society.) 

At  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  your  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica 
I  present  these  fragmentary  provings,  which  were  made  originally 
for  my  own  information  and  use.  They  are  scarcely  complete  enough 

*  In  a  report  of  a  case  of  syringomyelia,  the  posl-mortem  findings  in  the  cord 
being  given  in  great  detail,  by  Ira  Van  Gieson  {Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Dis- 
eoMt,  July,  1889),  the  following  statement  is  made :  **  During  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  months  of  the  illness,  the  following  notes  were  recorded :  .  .  .  .  the 
girdle  sensation  is  diminished  and  at  times  absent.  The  patellar  reflex  is  at  times 
normal,  at  times  exaggerated  ;  the  diaphragmatic  reflex  is  sometimes  present,  some- 
times absent " 
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to  deserve  publicatioD,  or  even  trial,  without  verification  bj  others, 
but  have  been  guides  or  helps  to  me  in  curing  the  sick,  and  are 
culled  from  memoranda  made  in  my  visiting-book.  It  is  so  easy  to 
be  mistaken,  and  so  important  or  serious  a  matter  to  make  a  positive 
statement  or  recommendation  of  a  remedy,  lest  another  should  be 
misled,  that  these  remarks  are  given  for  what  they  may  appear  to  be 
worth.  I,  as  a  rule,  employ  higher  preparations  in  my  practice,  but 
because  the  following  were  odd  or  new  remedies  not  in  the  r^ular 
list,  they  were  prepared  in  my  office  and  run  up  on  the  decimal  scale 
with  distilled  water.  I  usually  worked  on  one  medicine  for  several 
days  or  weeks,  giving  it  to  a  great  variety  of  persons,  and  have  been 
anxious  to  get  only  a  few  symptoms  which  might  be  relied  on. 

lodo-Hydrargyrate  of  Poiawium — (2KI.HgI,)3H,0,  Mercuric 
Potassium  Iodide. — 30th  decimal,  using  as  a  base  three  and  a  half 
grains  of  iodide  of  potassium,  dissolved  in  an  ounce  of  water,  to 
which  is  added  four  and  a  half  grains  of  the  red  iodide  of  mercury 
(described  on  page  1831,  last  edition,  U,  S.  DispenscUory).  The 
medicine  was  given  in  water,  one  teaspoonful  every  hour  or  two 
hours — twelve  to  fifteen  doses  daily.  About  the  third  day  and  later, 
the  most  constant  symptom  noticed  was  soreness  of  the  throat,  tonsils 
and  pharynx,  with  more  or  less  hoarseness.  There  was  a  disposition 
to  raise  saliva  or  spit  a  good  deal,  loss  of  appetite,  whiteKX>ated 
tongue,  very  disagreeable  taste  in  the  mouth,  and  continuous  but  not 
great  heat  of  skin.  There  was  no  tendency  to  chill  or  sweat.  The 
less  important  symptoms  (and  not  present  in  the  majority  of  cases) 
were  aching  and  soreness  in  the  muscles,  usually  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities; weakness;  conjunctiva  and  nasal  mucous  membrane  some- 
what irritated  ;  headache,  or  external  soreness  in  the  frontal  region  ; 
urine  dark,  clear,  but  diminished  in  quantity.  A  few  of  the  cases 
had  rough,  itchy  skin,  with  small,  very  red  papillae  scattered  over  the 
body.  Other  and  important  symptoms,  no  doubt,  were  not  recorded. 
It  is  the  best  general  remedy  known  to  the  writer  for  chronic  syph- 
ilitic bone  or  muscular  pains,  sore  white  patches  or  ulcerations  in  the 
mouth,  and  the  papular  eruption  of  specific  disease.  The  constant 
headaches  due  to  syphilis,  and  a  form  of  headache  which  leaves  the 
periosteum  and  scalp  sensitive,  especially  in  the  frontal  region,  have 
been  helped  quickly  and  permanently  by  this  remedy.  It  has  no 
curative  effect  on  the  usual  sick  or  congestive  headache  which  affects 
the  eyes.  The  results,  with  the  few  cases  of  diphtheria  treated  by 
this  soluble  form  of  iodine  and  mercury,  have  led  to  the  greatest 
confidence  in  it,  especially  in  grave  cases,  where  the  disease  has 
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poisoned  the  whole  system,  and  the  exudation  exists  on  the  trachea 
and  larynx.  To  those  who  have  no  faith  in  dynamized  medicines, 
I  would  suggest  ten  to  fifteen  drops  of  the  original  solution  put  in 
three  times  that  number  of  teaspoonfuls  of  water,  and  a  teaspoonful 
given  internally  every  hour  until  marked  improvement  sets  in.  Pel- 
lets in  solution  may  be  given  oilener,  say  every  half  hour. 

Malignant  scarlet  fever,  with  very  severe  throat  and  nasal  symp- 
toms, enlarged  cervical  glands,  inability  to  swallow  well,  partly  or 
wholly  stupid  condition,  imperfect  rash,  and  continuous  very  high 
temperature,  has  been  apparently  assisted  towards  safe  and  sure  re- 
covery in  a  comparatively  short  time.  It  has  a  marked  curative 
action  in  chronic  conjunctivitis,  persistent  sore  throat,  enlarged  ton- 
sils, and  nasal  catarrh  attended  with  crusts  and  bad  odor.  The  genius 
of  the  remedy  and  the  disease  must  correspond.  A  prover  knows 
something  of  this,  which  is  difficult  to  describe,  and  therefore  an 
apology  for  this  crude  generalization. 

Antipyrirhe,  ZOih  Decimal. — Given  frequently  in  water  has,  after 
several  days,  been  followed  by  a  red,  flushed  face;  congestive  head- 
ache, somewhat  like  that  caused  by  belladonna,  with  the  addition  of 
sharp, electric-like  or  neuralgic  pains  in  the  forehead  and  face;  some 
nausea;  general  heat  of  skin,  with  much  itching,  particularly  about 
the  chest.     There  is  a  great  disposition  to  scratch. 

Clinically,  and  in  a  potentized  form,  it  has  no  such  power  as  aco- 
nite in  the  reduction  of  temperature,  and  is  not  attended  with  so  much 
perspiration  as  that  remedy.  Two  cases  of  severe  chronic  facial  neu- 
ralgia of  the  third  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  were  cured  after  giving 
it  for  several  days. 

Both  had  itchy,  red  blotches  about  the  face  and  neck,  which  dis- 
appeared with  the  pain.  Several  times  the  severe  or  acute  pain  of 
rheumatic  arthritis  was  quickly  relieved  with  it  when  other  well- 
known  and  usual  remedies  did  no  good.  It  had,  however,  no  cura- 
tive action  on  the  disease  proper.  Patients,  as  a  rule,  sleep  better 
after  taking  it  Its  action  in  relieving  certain  forms  of  congestive 
headaches,  to  which  it  beai-s  a  resemblance,  is  uncertain  and  disap- 
pointing, and  much  inferior  to  belladonna. 

Strophaidhus  Komb6y  30th, — Skin  cold  and  moist ;  no  fever ;  sleep 
light,  and  broken  with  vivid,  frightening  dreams;  tongue  coated; 
mouth  and  throat  dry ;  complete  loss  of  appetite ;  no  thirst ;  rest- 
lessness of  body ;  breathing  short,  oppressed  and  attended  with  much 
movement  of  the  abdominal  muscles ;  constriction  about  the  left 
chest  in  the  region  of  the  heart ;  pulse  slower  by  a  few  beats ; 
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bowels,  which  had  been ooDstipated,  became  loose;  urine  greatly  in- 
creased in  quantity,  nearly  doubled  in  amount ;  all  the  symptoms 
worse  at  night,  and  while  lying  down.  Tliis  remedy  has  been  of 
great  service  in  palpitation  from  indigestion  and  tobacco;  in  relieving 
cases  of  heart  pang,  whether  from  orgi^nic  or  functional  trouble* 

Its  marked  effect  is  best  seen  in  Bright's  disease,  attended  with 
general  dropsy  and  greatly  diminished  secretion  of  urine.  Its  good 
effect,  by  increasing  the  amount  of  urine,  is  often  noticed  in  a  few 
hours,  but,  unfortunately,  in  the  few  cases  studied  it  has  only  been 
palliative,  and  its  action  for  good  ceases  in  a  few  days.  After  its 
use,  the  usual  intervals  between  the  times  of  aspirating  the  chest 
have  been  lengthened  for  awhile. 


THE  WORK  OF  REVISION  BY  DR.  CONRAD  WESSELHOEFT-A 
CRITICAL  ANALYSIS. 

BY  THE  MEDICAL  INVESTIGATION  CLUB,  OF  BALTIMORE.,  MD. 

In  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  March,  1890,  is  published 
an  article  on  "  The  Work  of  Revision  by  the  Medical  Investigation 
Club,  of  Baltimore— A  Critical  Analysis,"  by  C.  Wesselhceft,  M.D., 
which  contains  statements  so  unjust  and  misleading  that  we  are  com- 
pelled to  answer  it  at  some  length. 

In  reviewing  the  many  assertions  therein  contained  we  are  dis- 
mayed at  the  apparent  enormity  of  our  offences !  Plagiarism,  deceit, 
ignorance,  ridicule,  unfairness,  arbitrariness,  monopolization !  To  the 
superficial  reader  it  may  appear  that  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  has  practically 
buried  us  in  our  iniquity.  We  hope,  however,  that  the  readers  of 
the  article  in  question  have  postponed  judgment  until  they  have 
heard  our  vindication. 

Dr.  Wesselhoeft  says:  "It  was  to  be  hoped  and  expected  that 
these  initiatory  articles*  would  create  an  interest  in  a  subject  which 
had  lain  dormant  since  the  beginning  of  homoeopathy,  namely,  the 
investigation  of  the  real  value  of  an  enormous  accumulation  of 
material  in  the  form  of  provings." 


*  See  New  England  Medical  Gazette,  June,  1886,  December,  1888,  Janoaiy,  1889. 
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Is  this  statement  in  accord  with  well-known  facts? 

We  grant  that  a  basis  of  drug  revision  was  distinctly  suggested  by 
Dr.  Wesselhoeft  in  1886.  But  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  for  many 
years  previous  tlie  sabjeet  of  the  impurities  in  our  materia  medica 
and  of  drug  revision  had  l)een  agitated  by  many  prominent  writers, 
notably  Drs.  J.  P.  Dake  and  Richard  Hughes,  and  many  minds 
were  pondering  thereon.  In  support  of  this,  witness  the  following 
quotations : 

"  It  was  intended  first  of  all  to  draw  out  the  views  of  leading 
thinkers  and  workers  on  materia  medica  as  to  the  feasibility  of  ab- 
breviating or  condensing  our  display  of  drug  effects.  ....  In  the 
next  place  it  was  intended  to  draw  out  illustrations  of  different 
methods  of  culling  from  our  vast  display  of  symptoms  the  charac- 
teristic and  most  important/' — (Explanation  of  circular  to  members 
of  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  J.  P.  Dake,  Chairman,  Institute 
Report,  1883). 

'*  It  is  now  some  two  years  ago  that  the  British  Society  passed  a 
series  of  resolutions.  The  first  one  reads  as  follows:  'That  in 
view  of  the  considerations  as  to  the  state  of  our  materia  medica^ 
lately  introduced  by  Drs.  Yeldham  and  Black  in  this  country,  and 
Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  in  America,  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society  feels 
that  the  time  has  come  for  its  reconstruction,  and  is  prepared  to 
andertake  the  work.'  The  other  one  is  as  follows:  *That  the 
aim  of  the  committee  shall  be  to  expunge  all  untrustworthy  and 
irrelevant  matter,  and  to  present  what  remains  in  the  most  accurate,, 
concise  and  intelligible  form." — (Remarks  by  Dr.  Hughes,  IVoprwew- 
tions  American  Institute  of  Homceopathy,  1884). 

The  first  fruit  of  this  movement  was  the  Oychpadim  of  Drug 
Paihogenesy. 

For  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  point  in  the  history  of  the  drug- 
revision  movement  we  will  call  attention  to  the  following  facts:.  In. 
the  North  American  Journal  of  HomoBopathy  for  August,  1883,  i» 
an  article  entitled  "Cfiesium,"  the  author  of  which  was  at  that  time^ 
and  is  now,  a  member  of  the  Medical  Investigation  Club.  Although 
at  the  time  the  proving  of  the  drug  caesium  was  not  o£Qcially  the 
work  of  the  club,  yet,  besides  the  author,  three  other  members  of 
the  club  assisted  in  making  the  provings.  This  paper  contains, 
substantially,  the  method  of  "critical  analysis '' aod  the ** synthetie 
method,*'  both  practically  applied  to  materia  medica  revisroii.^  We 
herewith  make  a  few  quotations  from  this  study,  which  we  compare 
with  Dr.  WesselhoefVs  cactus  and  hyoscyamus,  viz.: 

VOL-  XXV.— 16 
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Extracts  from  Cjebittm.  Extracts  from  Cactus. 

Head. — "Five  provera  had  headache  Head, — "Here  we  diuoover  that  in 
in  varioiiH  forms.  The  frontal  region  head  symptoms  the  predominant  pain  is 
was  affected  in  two;  the  temporal  in  one  of  pressure,  which  occurs  five  times 
two;  a  drawing  sensation  was  expe-  in  Rnbini's  list.  Besides  there  is  the 
rienced  bv  two  provers,  etc."  usual  kind  of  sensations,  such  as  'empti- 

ness/   'pulsating,'    'tension/    found    in 
every  proving.'* 
Pharynx.— **  Fonr  provers   had  sore-         TArotU.--"  The      throat     symptoms, 

ness  in  the  pharynx In  two  the    though  represented  by  two  provers  only, 

soreness  was  worse  after  sleeping."  are    significant ;    violent    sticking    and 

dryneHS." 

Abthminal  Effects. — "  Two  provers  had        Abdominal  Effects. — "There  (provers 

diarrhceic  sIooIm,  one  of  whose  dejections    of  tr.  and  fl.  ext.,  except  No.  6)  ^e  find 

were  *  bilious/  and  the  others  were  small    recorded  flatus  and  griping  from  flatus. 

and  odorless.  described  by  two  others  as  sticking  and 

cutting." 

These  extracts  from  "Ceesium  "  are  as  distiDctively  composite  or 
"synthetic"  as  any  of  the  symptomatologies  published  since  1886. 
Even  early  in  1888,  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  evidently  had  no  intention  of 
basing  his  claim  of  priority  on  the  June,  1886,  article,  as  we  find  in 
his  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pharmacy,  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  1888,  he  says  :  "  To  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff 
is  necessary,  but  no  one  has  pointed  out  the  way." 

Although  "  literary  usage  is  explicit  and  inexorable  on  this  point," 
yet  we  still  hold  that  the  question  of  priority  is  irrelevant  to  the 
point  at  issue;  but  we  wish  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  it  is  this 
proving  of  csesium  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  synthetic  method 
of  the  Medical  Investigation  Club.  We  wish  also  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  our  censorious  critic  in  the  North  Ainerioan  Journal  of  HomoBo- 
paihy  to  the  contrast  between  the  above  point  of  history,  and  his 
assertion,  "  the  scheme  of  the  Baltimore  Club  is  essentially  that  of 
Dr.  Wesselhoeft's ;  is  based  upon  his  plan."  We  merely  wish  to  re- 
mark that  he  has  made  a  mistake. 

The  imputation  of  our  dishonesty  of  purpose  and  previous 
acquaintance  with  Dr.  Wesselhoeft's  work,  from  which  it  is  intimated 
we  deduced  our  plan,  and  by  means  of  a  little  dressing,  foisted  it  on 
the  profession  as  original,  is  unworthy  the  source  from  which  it 
proceeds.  The  attention  of  the  Medical  Investigation  Club  was  first 
called  to  the  work  of  Drs.  Wesselhoeft  and  Sutherland,  published  in 
the  N.  K  Med.  Gazette^  for  December,  1888,  some  time  during  the 
winter  or  early  spring  of  1889,  and  our  first  feeling  was  one  of  sur- 
prise that  others  were  working  in  such  close  lines  to  ours.  As  soon 
as  we  were  apprised  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  had  instituted 
and  published  a  working  method  for  drug  revision,  we  considered  it 
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due  him  that  he  be  notified  of  what  we  were  doing,  and  thus  at  the 
start  avoid  all  possibility  of  future  misunderstandings.  A  letter  was 
therefore  sent  to  Dr.  Wesselhoeft,  bearing  date  April  12th,  1889, 
from  which  we  extract  the  following : 

''  We  have  observed  that  you,  in  connection  with  a  number  of 
others,  are  engaged  in  studying  drug  provings  according  to  a  new 
method.  We  are  very  much  interested  in  such  work,  and  think  it 
but  courteous  to  advise  you  of  the  fact  that  for  the  past  two  winters 
the  Medical  Investigation  Club,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  engaged  in 
preparing  a  materia  medica  based  upon  a  strictly  scientific  method, 
the  details  of  which  are  in  part  somewhat  similar  to  your  plan.  Our 
initiatory  volume,  comprising  twenty-one  drugs,  is  now  about  ready  for 
the  press.*  To  prevent  any  suspicion,  therefore,  that  we  have  copied 
or  borrowed  any  part  of  your  method,  or  that  we  have  only  worked 
from  the  hints  you  have  given  in  the  journals,  we  desire  to  state  that 
our  first  drug  was  completed  early  in  March,  1888,  and  our  attention 
was  not  called  to  your  idea  until  after  reading  your  article  published 
in  the  July,  1888,  number  of  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  by 
which  date  six  of  our  drugs  had  been  completed  ;  your  detailed  plan 
of  work  was  not  published  until  December  of  1888,  when  it  appeared 
in  the  N.  E.  Med.  Gazette^  and  which  has  in  no  wise  modified  our 
method.  We  think  it  only  just  to  ourselves  and  you,  to  thus  frankly 
acquaint  you  with  what  we  have  done,  before  our  effort  is  finally 
submitted  to  the  medical  profession ;  and  we  trust  that  you  will 
accept  this  pledge  of  our  confidence  and  respect  in  the  same  spirit  in 
which  we  tender  it." 

How  this  letter  may  have  impressed  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  we  do  not 
know,  as  we  have  received  no  answer  from  him  to  this  date. 

About  this  time  several  samples  of  our  work  were  submitted  to 
Otis  Clapp  &  Son,  of  Boston,  for  opinions  relative  to  ultimate  pub- 
lication. In  the  meantime  w^e  concluded  to  send  the  drug  bryonia,t 
with  a  few  introductory  remarks,  to  some  journal  for  publication. 
The  Hahnemannian  Monthly  was  selected,  and  the  paper  sent. 
We  quote  from  the  editors'  letter  of  acceptance : 

**  Your  valuable  paper  has  been  duly  received.  We  regret  that  it 
was  not  sent  earlier,  especially  as  it  is  important  that  it  shall  appear 
in  our  June  number.  We  had  already  completed  the  makeup  of 
that  number  somewhat  earlier  than  usual,  but  your  paper  is  of  so 
valuable  a  character,  that  we  shall,  in  order  to  make  room  for  it  in 
the  June  number,  make  that  issue  of  extra  size.'' 

*  Since  then  we  have  changed  our  plans  for  publishing. 

t  Published  in  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  June,  1889. 
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In  the  same  mail  with  their  acceptance,  came  a  letter  from  Dr.  J. 
P.  Sutherland,  editor  of  the  K  E.  Med.  OazetU,  dated  May  15^ 
1889,  extracts  from  which  we  herewith  subjoin : 

*'  I  should  be  greatly  pleased  to  have  a  paper  from  you — ^your 
study  of  ant.  tart,  for  instance,  for  publication  in  the  Gazette,  As 
you  know,  the  thorough  and  scientiBc  establishment  of  our  materia 
medica,  is  one  of  the  Ghzette^a  hobbies,  and  anything  looking  in  that 
direction  is  especially  welcome.  Dr.  J.  W.  Clapp  has  told  me  of 
the  work  you  have  in  hand,  azKl  has  been  kind  enough  to  let  me  see 
your  papers.  The  comprehensiveness  of  your  plan,  its  practical  and 
thoroughly  sound  nature,  lead  me  to  offer  the  following  suggestion, 
which  I  trust  may  be  pardoned  on  the  score  of  ray  great  interest  in 
the  subject';  test  the  profession  by  publishing  a  brief  explanation  and 
example  of  your  plan.  A  paper  in  one  of  the  June  periodicals  will 
bring  it  before  the  profession  before  the  Institute's  meeting,  and  the 
pages  of  the  Oazette  are  open  to  you  for  the  purpose.  ....  I  trust 
you  will  understand  that  my  motive  in  offering  this  suggestion  is 
simply  an  interest  in  our  common  cause,  which  I  know  to  t^  dear  to 
the  hearts  of  many  earnest  workers.  And  as  the  Oazette  has  recently 
made  public  Dr.  Wesselhoeft's  plan  of  revising  our  materia  medica, 
it  seems  eminently  fitiing  that  it  should  be  the  medium  of  present- 
ing your  plan  to  the  profession." 

Evidently  to  Dr.  Sutherland  (who,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  was 
Dr.  Wesselhceft's  collaborator  in  preparing  the  drugs  by  which  his 
plan  was  elucidated),  our  work  bore  the  impress  of  both  "novelty 
and  originality;"  and  we  leave  our  readers  to  judge  whether  or  not 
the  editors  of  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly  and  the  N.  E.  Medi- 
cal Gazette  would  have  accepted  an  article  so  manifestly  unoriginal 
as  Dr.Wesselhoeft  would  make  believe.  But,  as  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  re- 
marks, "  the  question  of  priority  being  set  at  rest,"  and  also  our 
honor  vindicated,  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  real  question,  "  as 
to  whether  the  '  new  and  scientific '  or  'synthetic^  method  differs  or  is 
superior  to  the  one  termed  'analytical.'"  That  it  differs  materially, 
manifestly  and  vitally,  we  will  presently  show.  Whether  or  not  it 
is  superior  is  a  question  which  we  were  willing  to  leave  to  the  verdict 
of  the  profession.  The  following  is  a  definition  of  synthesis  as  given 
by  Worcester :  "  The  deduction  of  general  conclusions  or  principles 
from  the  putting  together  of  particular  facts  or  instances.  The  oppo- 
site of  analysis."  "  Synthetic  method:  the  deductive  method"  Syn- 
thesis, therefore,  implies  that  an  analysis  has  either  been  made  pre- 
viously, or  that  the  component  parts  were  already  arranged  awaiting 
synthesis.     That  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  does  not  consider  the  act  of  classi- 
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fying  a  proving  into  a  schematic  form  as  being  any  part  of  analysis 
is  evident,  when  he  remarks : 

"  Allen's  work,  containing  records  of  all  provings,  constitutes  the 
safest  basis  for  analyses  for  general  publication,  aside  from  the  con- 
venience of  its  arrangement,  which  in  the  use  of  Dr.  Hughes's  work 
has  first  to  be  made  before  comparisons  (analyses)  are  undertakenJ^ 

Therefore,  our  preliminary  work  of  arranging  a  proving  into  a 
schematic  form  is  not  analysis.  Once  in  this  form,  a  crUioal  synthesis 
commences  ;  and  that  our  method  of  consecutive  groupings  is  prop- 
erly called  a  ''synthetic  method '^  from  the  first  classification  to  the 
final  deduction,  it  is  folly  to  deny.  And  only  a  very  superficial 
reading  could  explain.  Dr.  Wesselhcefl  having  overlooked  our  full 
description  and  illustration  of  our  plan  of  work,  as  given  in  the 
September,  1889,  Hahnemannian  (pages  551-^54),  where  also  the 
manner  of  obtaining  and  applying  the  exponent  may  be  found,  and 
"  what  its  real  or  possible  value  is." 

It  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  enter  into  the  question  of  high  po- 
tencies; but  in  view  of  the  previous  expressions  of  Dr.  Wesselhceft 
on  purity  of  provings,  and  the  valuelessness  of  high  potencies,  we  are 
surprised  at  his  present  position.  We  quote  a  few  extracts  from  Dr. 
Wesselhceft: 

''Recounting  the  sources  of  possible  and  probable  error,  there  are: 
First,  iuacciiracies  of  proving  resulting  from  perfectly  unmedicinal 
preparations,  such  as  the  pellets  moistened  with  a  dilution  of  a  practi- 
cally insoluble  metal,  or  a  soluble  substance  diluted  beyond  the  limits 
of  matter.  .  .  •  Attempting  to  dilute  an  undilutable  substance,  thou- 
sands of  endless  spaces  beyond  what  is  usually  spoken  of  as  endless 
space,  will  never  make  something  out  of  nothing.  .  .  .  Then  study 
existing  provings  according  to  this  standard ;  that  is,  select  from 
voluminous  provings  those  which  have  been  made  with  reliable 
preparations  of  drugs,  excluding  those  which  have  not  been  made  in 
this  way."*  "  He  was  convinced  that  no  healthy  person  experi- 
enced efiects  from  refined  or  highly  attenuated  drugs,  f 

His  position  here  is  unmistakable.  Let  us  see  with  what  he  is 
DOW  ideniified: 

"  In  order  to  accomplish  our  (present!)  purpose  we  should  aim  at 

*  "  On  the  Evidence  of  the  Efficacy  of  Therapeutic  Methods."— HAHNEMANinAH 
M ONTHLT,  July,  1 888. 

t  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pharmacy  of  American  Institute. — North  Amgrican 
J<mmal  <^  Homaopathy,  July,  1888. 
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the  introduction  of  a  method  which  shall  make  no  invidious  distinc- 
tions between,  nor  admit  any  a  priori  assumption  as  to  the  validity 
of  provings.  ...  It  has  not  to  determine  whether  the  drugs  used 
were  properly  prepared  or  what  their  nature  was;  it  has  little  to  do 
with  the  health  or  temperament  of  proven*."* 

And  Dr.  Allen  says : 

*'  I  would  ....  exclude  no  experiment  from  examination  which 
appears  to  have  been  made  in  good  faith ;  we  should  criticise  equally 
provings  by  the  cm.  and  by  the  tincture.^f  "All  exi)eriments,  the 
details  of  which  have  been  fully  recorded,  are  to  be  submitted  to  a 
critical  examination;  these  include  provings  made  with  all  sorts  of 
doses,  in  both  high  and  low  dilutions.^ 

No  exception  is  anywhere  taken  to  fluxion  potencies  nor  clinical 
symptoms.  ' 

If  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  expects  thus  to  "determine  this  mooted  ques- 
tion "  of  potency,  we  wish  him  success;  but  until  this  is  assured  be- 
yond question,  we  decline  to  expend  our  energies  upon  this  extra 
amount  of  "chaflT."  The  same  reasons  which  influenced  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  Committee  to  agree  with  Dr.  Wesselhoeft's  demonstra- 
tion of  the  12th  dec.  as  the  probable  limit  of  subdivision,  hold  go<xi 
to-day,  and  cannot  be  better  stated  than  by  Dr.  Hughes : 

"I  do  not  disclaim  any  proving  above  the  12th  (dec.),  but  my 
feeling  is  that  a  line  of  separation  here  would  be  best  received  by  the 
profession  in  England,  and  I  was  assured  that  it  is  the  same  in  this 
country.  Those  who  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  high  potencies  can 
still  receive  and  study  the  eflects  of  drugs  in  more  tangible  form, 
which  are  acceptable  to  the  vast  majority  of  our  school,  and  I  think 
that  more  harm  would  be  done  by  offending  these  than  by  disappoint- 
ing those."§ 

In  further  support  of  our  decision  adopting  the  OydopoBdia  of 
Drug  Pathogenesy,  in  preference  to  other  authorities,  as  the  basis  for 
drug  revision,  we  again  adduce  eminent  authority : 

"  Existing  publications,  such  as  Jahr's  Manual  and  Allen's  Ency^ 
clopcedia  did  not  furnish  the  positive  or  pure  effects  of  drugs  on  the 

*  "  Critical  Analysis  of  Drug  Provings/'  Drs.  Wesselhoeft  and  J.  P.  Sutherland, 
—.v.  E.  Med,  Gazette,  December,  1889. 

t  Report  of  Meeting  of  N.  Y.  Mat.  Med.  Committees  with  Drs.  Wesselhoeft  and 
Sutherland. — North  American  Journal  of  HamoDOpathy^  April,  1889. 

t  '*  A  New  Materia  Medica.'' — North  American  Jounud  oj  Homeopathy,  June, 
1889. 

{  Transaetiona  American  Institute,  1884. 
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healthy,  aside  from  and  unmixed  with  those  observed  in  the  sick 
^hile  more  or  less  under  dru^  influence." — (J.  P.  Dake,  "  Scope  and 
Projjjress  of  the  Cyclopaedia." — Hahnemannian  Monthly,  July, 
1888). 

"  This  (the  Oydopcedia  of  Drrig  Paihogeneay)  is  the  only  work  at 
present  accessible  to  every  one  that  shows  clearly  the  physiological 
action  of  the  drug.  It  is  impossible  to  construct  a  physiological 
drug  pathogenesis  that  shall  correspond  to  actual  facts  and  demon* 
9trable  proofs  from  any  other  work." — (Vandenl)erg,  Chairman  of 
Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  New  York  State  Society,  Hahneman-. 
NiAN  Monthly,  November,  1888). 

"  The  Cyclopasdia  of  Drug  Paihogeneay^  without  doubt  the  first 
and  prime  essential  of  a  complete  materia  medica,  the  mine  out  of 
which  must  be  dug  the  materials  of  all  future  materia  medicas;  and 
unless  this  has  bt^en  taken  as  the  foundation,  no  treatise  on  materia 
medica  should  in  future  be  considered  worthy  of  acceptance." — (Hay- 
ward,  "  The  Materia  Medica  of  the  Future,"  North  American  Jour- 
nal  of  HomoBopcUKy,  September,  1889). 

"The  mode  in  which  the  Oydopcedia  presents  the  subject  of  drug 
action  is  the  scientific  and  natural  mode,  and  must  constitute  the 
basis  of  any  perfect  knowledge  of  drug  effects  that  we  can  ever 
hope  to  attain." — (Editorial,  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  January, 
1887). 

We  admit,  that  if  we  are  to  include  "  provings  made  with  all  sorts 
of  doses,  in  both  high  and  low  dilutions,"  "the  cm.  equally  with 
the  tincture,"  "  whether  or  not  the  drugs  used  are  properly  pre- 
pared, or  what  their  nature  was,"  the  Oydopcedia  of  Drug  Patho- 
genemf  is  not  the  proper  basis ;  and  we  are  in  full  accord  with  the 
sentiments  so  pointedly  expressed  by  Dr.  Hughes : 

"  No  one  can  appreciate  bettt^r  than  myself  the  industry,  zeal  and 
devotion  displayed  in  the  work  issued  by  my  friend  Dr.  Allen  .... 
but  its  claim  to  finality  rests  on  the  assumption  that  the  materials 
collected  together  therein  are  good,  and  that  the  mode  of  presentation 
is  also  satisfactory.  This  assumption  I  cannot  support.  I  value  the 
work  as  the  summing  up  of  all  that  has  been  done  in  the  past  of  its 
kind  and  in  its  manner,  but  not  as  providing  for  the  future."* 

We  regret  that  our  efforts  at  differentiation  should  have  been  con- 
strued as  ridicule ;  nothing  was  farther  from  our  intention.  But  when 
Dr.  Wesselhoeft  kindly  gives  permission  to  "  those  who  cannot  accept 
from  what  is  generally  called  'tact,*  'policy,*  or  'conviction,'  the 
simple  conclusions  expressed  herein  .  .  .  .  to  formulate  better  rules ;" 
and  "  to  each  to  find  his  own  technical  method,"  we  certainly  feel  at 

*  TraiMaeiwM  Amerioan  iiutthite,  1884. 
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liberty  to  express  our  "  conviction/'  based  on  much  study,  that  the 
purest  pathogenesy  obtainable  is  the  one  from  which  to  expect  accu- 
rate results,  and  that  our  method  of  arriving  at  the  final  conclusions 
is  both  logical  and  more  expeditious. 

EJspecially  are  we  the  more  convinced  of  this  when  Dr.  Wessel- 
hoeft  says  of  his  own  method :  "As  the  chairman  could  not  bring  him- 
%df  to  do  the  work  on  so  gigantic  a  scale,  he  selected  eleven  provings 
of  hyos.  out  of  the  ninety-six  recorded,  to  furnish  a  fair  example 
and  illustration  of  the  methods  proposed  to  be  pursued  in  future."* 
Also  the  first  compiler  publishing  under  this  illustration  (Dr. 
O'Connor),  says : 

"The  chief  objection  to  the  chart  plan  is  the  great  expenditure  of 
time  and  trouble  to  no  purpose,  in  pasting,  laying  out  the  chart. 
....  Another  objection  is  that  the  paucity  of  symptoms  in  some 
pro  vers  demands  just  as  much  room  on  the  chart  as  the  long  record 
of  more  susceptible  or  more  fanciful  persons,  and  thus  the  size  is 
greatly  increased,  and  the  chart  becomes  practically  unmanageable. 
....  In  conclusion,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  results  to  be  gained 
from  the  charts  should  be  reached  and  could  be  reached  by  some 
better  method/'f 

With  this  conclusion  we  agree;  and  in  our  December  articles 
merely  intended  to  call  attention  to  the  "individual  characteristics'' 
of  the  tivo  plans  and  wherein  they  differed,  having,  we  thought, 
sufficiently  elucidated  our  plan  in  the  September  Hahnemanniax. 

Dr.  Wesselhoeft  states  that  "  to  emphasize  the  impression  intended 
concerning  the  absurdity  of  our  humble  efforts  ....  the  statement 
No.  4  (Hahnemannian  Monthly,  December,  1889,  p.  756)  is  a 
conspicuous  distortion  of  the  rule  which  calls  for  numerous  tests." 
Now  we  submit,  that  if  we  "  accept  those  effects  only  which  are  cor- 
roborated by  numerous  tests,  of  which  there  should  be  no  less  than 
three,"  and  that  "these  three  provings  should  be  by  different 
prover8,"J  we  are  perfectly  correct  in  our  statement  No.  4,  that 
"only  symptoms  which  have  been  experienced  by  three  or  more 
different  provers  are  to  be  used  "  (preserved),  and  that  the  construc- 
tion placed  upon  it  is  both  unjust  and  unprovoked.  We  quote  the 
opinions  and  interpretations  of  this  rule  by  several  others : 

*  "  Critical  Analysis  of  Drug  Provings."— -Y.  E.  Medical  Qauiie,  December,  1888. 
Italics  oiire. 

t  North  American  Journal  of  HofMBopaihyt  Jane,  1889.— Analysis  of  Gelsemium. 

t  "  Critical  Analysis  of  Drag  Provings."— .M  K  Medical  GautU,  December,  1888. 
'*  Bales,  Suggestions,  Etc." — North  American  Journal  of  HomcBopathy^  December, 
1888. — Hahnemankiak  Monthly,  December,  1888. 
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"  Symptoms  are  not  to  be  accepted  as  positive  unless  corroborated 
by  about  25  per  cent,  of  all  the  observations.  At  least  two  observers 
out  of  seven  should  agree,  and  if  the  number  of  observations  be 
larger,  an  even  larger  per  cent,  ought  to  be  required. — (Dr.  Allen, 
"  A  New  Materia  Medica,"  North  American  Journal  of  HomoRop- 
aJthy,  June,  1889). 

*^  It  was  moved  that  ^  those  symptoms  shall  be  preserved  in  which 
there  is  an  agreement  of  approximately  25  per  cent,  of  the  observers 
recording  effects  on  the  anatomical  group.^  Carried." — ("  Revision 
of  the  Materia  Medica/'  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy , 
April,  1889). 

''  Summary  of  symptoms  found  in  8  percent.,  that  is  three  or  more 
of  the  thirty- four  proversof  Gelsem.,  as  in  Allen's  Encyclopaedia^ — 
(O'Connor,  North  American  Journal  of  HomoBopathy,  June,  1889). 

"According  to  our  rule,  to  require  congruence  among  25  percent, 
of  the  observers  in  any  one  caption,  four  provers  have  agreed  upon 
congruence  among  25  per  cent,  of  the  observers  in  any  one  caption, 

four  each  in  the  mind In  the  remaining  twelve  captions 

symptoms  have  been  preserved  in  the  summary  by  congruence  in 
two  provings '' — as  in  our  work — (Moffat,  North  American  Journal 
of  ffomceopathy,  November,  1889);  and  we  presume  Drs.  Pearsall 
and  Porter  retain  symptoms  congruent  in  8  per  cent,  i.e.,  two  out  of 
the  twenty-five  provings  mentioned. 

Here  we  find  Dr.  Allen  first  suggesting  the  retaining  of  symp- 
toms "  corroborated  by  about  25  per  cent. ;"  next,  "  25  per  cent,  of 
the  observers  recording  effects  on  the  anatomical  group."  Dr. 
O'Connor  preserves  congruent  symptoms  found  in  8  per  cent. ;  Drs. 
Porter  and  Pearsall,  8  per  cent. ;  and  Dr.  Moffat  "  25  per  cent  in 
any  one  caption.^'  Hence,  we  doubt  not  that  the  rules  of  percentage 
adopted  by  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  and  his  co-workers  are  "  temporary  and 
tentative/'  in  other  words,  experimentive ;  but  on  this  question  we 
long  since  passed  the  experimentive  stage.  By  adopting  the  ex- 
ponent placed  as  illustrated  in  the  Baltimore  club's  work,  pre- 
serving congruent  symptoms  occurring  in  two  provers,  and  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  number  of  provings  on  which  the  symptomatology 
is  constructed,  not  only  are  many  more  symptoms  retained  for  future 
corroboration,  but  the  reader  may  adopt  any  percentage  his  "  con- 
victions "  may  dictate.  Its  usefulness  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  is  compelled 
to  admit 

The  only  suggestions  we  can  find  of  the  ^'  principle  of  denoting 
corroborations  "  are  in  the  remark  of  Dr.  Allen :  ^'  I  would  accept  a 
definite  symptom  observed  in  two  different  provers — at  least  for  a 
tentative  report — and  note  how  many  times  it  has  been  observed 
(Bevis.  of  Mat  Med.,  North  American  Journal  ofBomoBopaJthy^  June, 
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1889) ;  and  the  form  in  which  "  Comparisons  of  Pathological  Value  " 
are  presented  in  cactus  and  hyoe.  {N.  E.  Med.  Gazette^  December, 
1888).  This  is  also  found  in  caesium.  Certainly  in  Dr.  Wessel- 
hcefl's  illustration,  the  schema  to  which  the  general  practitioner 
would  more  naturally  turn  for  a  ready  answer,  is  silent. 

While  we  do  not  admit  having  claimed  novelty  in  originating  the 
exponent  as  indicative  of  values,  we  may  justly  claim  "  recentness 
of  introduction  '^  in  its  application  to  this  work  for  this  particular 
purpose ;  we  have  sustained  our  claim  of  the  originality  of  our  plan 
of  work,  in  that  it  was  conceived  and  perfected  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  existence  of  Dr.  Wesselhoeft's  plan  ;  as  has  been  shown,  "  our 
synthetic  arrangement  '^  is  fully  explained,  a  fact  unaccountably 
mis-stated  by  Dr.  Wesselhoeft.  If  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  "  is  endeavoring 
to  gain  co-operation  in  a  new  and  laborious  method  of  investigating 
provings,"  the  tone  of  his  article  is  hardly  calculated  to  enlist  the 
sympathies  or  assistance  of  the  Baltimore  club,  even  were  we  not 
convinced  that  the  "  flagrant  fault"  of  Dr.  Wesselhoeft's  method  is 
the  admission  of  '^  provings  made  with  all  sorts  of  doses,  both  high 
and  low;"  "criticising  equally  provings  by  the  cm. and  by  the  ^;" 
"excluding  no  experiment  which  appears  to  have  been  made  in  good 
fnith,"  and  in  "  having  not  to  determine  whether  the  drugs  used 
were  properly  prepared  or  what  their  nature  was."  Certainly  while 
these  ideas  obtain,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  co-operate. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  assure  Dr.  Wesselhoeft,  that  we  have  no 
intention  to  misrepresent  or  undervalue  his  work,  but  on  the  con- 
trary we  appreciate  the  value  of  all  he  has  done,  and  wish  that  all 
workers  in  this  field  were  as  well  qualified;  and  further, because  the 
Medical  Investigation  Club  has  adopted  certain  rules  and  regulations, 
which  are  at  variance  with  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Wesselhoeft,  we  see 
no  reason  why  either  method  should  be  substituted  for  the  other,  nor 
is  it  necessary  that  the  two  methods  should  be  merged  into  one  with 
the  distinctive  features  of  one  or  both  distorted  into  a  false  harmony; 
but  let  both  plans  be  pursued  to  a  legitimate  termination.  Neither 
do  we  see  reason  for  jealousy  or  ill-feeling  of  any  kind  ;  if  anything 
we  have  written  has  been  or  could  be  construed  into  such  meaning, 
it  is  through  a  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  our  critics,  and  we 
disclaim  any  but  the  most  pacific  intentions,  and  so  strongly  are  we 
opposed  to  a  war  of  words,  that  unless  unforeseen  necessity  occurs,  we 
intend  this  to  be  our  final  controversial  effort  on  the  subject  of  drug 
revision.  At  the  same  time,  we  will  hospitably  entertain  *^  friendly 
comment  and  criticism,"  and  endeavor  to  profit  thereby. 
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RADICAL  CURE  OF  HYDROCELE  BY  ELECTRICITY. 

BT  L.   W.   READING,   M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 

In  presenting  this  paper  to  the  medical  profession  I  do  not  wish 
to  assume  the  position  of  reoom mending  the  routine  use  of  one  agent 
or  procedure  to  the  exclusion  of  other  rational  remedies  in  the  med- 
ical or  surgical  treatment  of  any  one  class  of  disease,  but  merely  to 
show  that  we  have  in  the  chemical  effect  of  the  galvanic  current 
brought  to  a  focus  on  the  bared  surface  of  the  negative,  or  negative 
and  positive  poles  together^  a  quick^  easy  and  effective  remedy  for 
hydrocele. 

All  that  is  necessary  in  the  way  of  an  apparatus,  for  the  successful 
treatment,  is  as  follows  : 

1.  A  good  working  battery  giving  a  current  strength  of  twenty- 
five  niille-amperes,  although  I  have  rarely  found  it  necessary  to  em- 
ploy so  strong  a  current.  2.  A  mille-ampere  meter  to  measure  the 
current,  as  without  this  no  one  can  use  electricity  intelligently.  3. 
A  current  controller  which  enables  one  to  increase  or  decrease  the 
current  without  interruption  or  shock  to  the  patient.  4.  A  disk 
electrode,  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  properly  ^lovered  with  ab- 
sorbent cotton,  about  three  gilt  steel  needles  properly  insulated  to 
within  one-quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  tip,  and  a  sufficient  number  of 
conducting  cords. 

Although  the  introduction  of  the  needle  is  not  very  painful  if  done 
by  a  quick  rotary  movement,  the  same  as  introducing  the  trocar  for 
tapping,  yet  I  have  found  it  nece&sary  to  employ,  particularly  in 
nervous,  sensitive  subjects,  an  injection  of  cocaine  at  the  point  where 
I  intend  making  puncture.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the  points  of 
the  needles  should  project  into  the  fluid,  as,  if  they  merely  pass  into 
the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  or  the  tunica  dartos,  the  current 
would  only  act  upon  these  membranes,  but  not  upon  the  liquid  ac- 
cumulated in  the  sac  of  the  tunica  vaginalis.  If  we  are  using  two 
needles  attached  to  different  poles,  they  should  be  introduced  at  op- 
posite sides  and  so  deep  that  the  points  merely  approach  each  other. 
When  the  sac  is  very  large  and  we  wish  to  act  on  the  fluid  and  mem- 
brane very  thoroughly  at  one  treatment,  we  can  introduce  two  or 
even  three  needles  and  attach  them  to  the  negative  pole.  I  usually 
employ  but  one  pole  and  one  needle  within  the  sac,  and  rarely  have 
I  found  it  necessary  to  use  two.  I  always  give  the  preference  to  the 
negative  as  the  active  pole  on  account  of  its  greater  power  in  electro- 
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lysis,  and  use  the  positive  as  the  non-active  pole  on  the  groin  or 
thigh  of  the  same  side. 

Some  writers  have  advised  evacuation  of  the  sac  before  treatment, 
but  I  very  seldom  disturb  the  sac,  believing  we  can  act  on  the  lining 
membrane  more  thoroughly  and  equally  with  the  fluid  remaining 
enclosed. 

The  application  should  be  made  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes. 
Sometimes  one  application  is  all  that  is  necessary,  but  it  usually  re- 
quires two  or  three. 

The  great  end  to  be  accomplished  is  not  the  withdrawing  of  the 
fluid,  which  can  be  done  by  the  trocar  and  canula,  but  its  decomposi- 
tion or  altering  of  its  contents  and  the  stimulation  of  the  membrane 
of  the  sac,  so  that  absorption  shall  take  place  and  the  fluid  not  again 
collect.  From  a  misapprehension  of  this  fact  many  failures  have 
occurred  in  the.treatment  of  hydrocele. 

The  following  cases  may  be  related  in  detail  as  illustrative  of  the 
manner  and  result  of  treatment: 

Case  I. — J.  D.,  «t.  58  years,  came  to  me  for  treatment,  July  25, 
1889.  He  had  been  troubled  for  two  yeare  with  enlargement  of 
testicle  and  hydrocele  of  right  side,  the  result  of  falling  straddle  on 
a  fence  rail.  Tills  sac  had  been  emptied  twice  by  tapping,  but  filled 
again  in  a  short  time.  Examination  showed  hydrocele  of  right  side 
of  scrotum.  Sac  containing  about  fifteen  ounces  of  fluid,  and  tes- 
ticle enlarged  about  one-half  its  original  size,  and  pressed  backward 
and  upward.  After  an  injection  of  cocaine  to  lessen  sensibility  of 
the  parts,  I  introduced  a  three-inch  gilt  steel-needle,  insulated  to 
within  one-quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  tip,  into  the  sac,  about  the  posi- 
tion and  in  the  same  manner  as  you  would  introduce  the  trocar  and 
canula.  Attaching  the  cord  connected  with  the  negative  pole  of  the 
battery,  to  the  needle,  and  completing  the  circuit  by  placing  the  disk 
electrode,  connected  with  the  positive  pole  of  the  battery,  on  the 
groin  of  the  same  side,  I  gradually  turned  on  the  current  until  I 
noticed  by  my  mille-ampere  meter  that  I  had  ten  mi  lie-amperes. 
Finding  this  gave  no  discomfort  to  my  patient,  I  increased  it  to  four- 
teen mille-amperes.  It  was  allowed  to  pass  for  fifteen  minutes.  On 
withdrawing  the  needles  no  bleeding  occurred,  only  a  slight  escape  of 
fluid,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  puffiness,  no  change  was 
perceptible  externally. 

July  27th. — He  complained  of  headache  and  dragging  sensation 
on  that  side  of  scrotum.  Sac  much  smaller  and  very  sensitive  to 
touch ;  temperature,  99°. 

August  9th. — All  inflammation  gone;  no  swelling;  sac  empty. 
Testicle  still  large.  Advised  him  to  wear  a  suspensory  to  support 
testicle. 
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August  20th. — No  return  of  swelling.  Patient  feels  better  than 
he  has  for  five  years.     Some  reduction  in  size  of  testicle. 

I  saw  this  case  November  27th,  and,  after  examination,  could  find 
no  trac^  of  the  disease,  and  with  a  decided  reduction  of  size  of  tes- 
ticle, as  it  was  only  slightly  larger  than  the  left. 

Case  II. — S.  E.,  aet.  39  years,  came  under  treatment,  November 
6,  1889.  He  had  been  troubled  with  hydrocele  of  left  side  for  ten 
years.  The  patient  was  unable  to  assign  a  cause  for  the  trouble. 
The  sac  had  been  frequently  emptied  by  tapping,  but  filled  again  in 
a  few  weeks.  On  examination,  the  left  side  of  scrotum  was  found  to 
offer  the  usual  appearance  of  hydrocele.  At  a  rough  guess  the  sac 
might  be  estimated  to  contain  twenty  ounces  of  fluid.  I  felt  inclined 
at  first  to  draw  off  some  of  the  fluid  ;  bat,  on  second  thought,  con- 
cluded to  let  it  remain  so  that  I  might  fully  test  the  power  of  the 
electric  current. 

I  introduced  two  gilt  steel  needles  in  opposite  directions,  and  at- 
tached them  to  the  negative  and  positive  poles  of  the  battery.  I 
gradually  increased  the  current  to  twenty  milli-amperes  and  allowed 
it  to  pass  for  two  minutes.  On  withdrawing  the  needles,  considerable 
fluid  escaped. 

November  8th. — Swelling  very  much  decreased ;  very  little  in- 
flammation ;  no  oedema :  great  relief  to  patient 

November  25th. — Not  much  improvement  from  the  time  of  last 
visit.  I  introduced  one  needle  and  connected  it  with  negative  pole 
of  battery,  and  placed  positive  electrode  on  inner  side  of  thigh  of  the 
same  side.  Passed  a  current  of  eighteen  milli-amperes  for  twelve 
minutes.  On  withdrawing  needles,  only  slight  escape  of  serum 
and  considerable  puffiness  of  sac.  While  using  current,  I  could  dis- 
tinctly hear  a  crackling  noise,  evidently  marking  the  evolution  of 
hydrogen. 

November  27th. — Sac  much  smaller,  very  sore  and  painful  when 
touched. 

December  8th. — No  inflammation  and  no  swelling. 

January  12th,  1890. — ^Examination  shows  sac  empty,  and  appear- 
ance of  scrotum  normal. 


.     A  CASE  OF  SNAKE-BITE. 

BY  JAMES  HARWOOB  CLOSSON,  M.D.,  OERMANTOWN,  PHILA. 

The  popular  opinion  appears  to  be  that  snake-bites  prove  almost 
invariably  fatal,  and  are  therefore,  generally,  very  much  dreaded. 
In  fact,  the  excitement  of  being  bitten  by  a  venomous  snake  is  alone 
sufiBcient   to  cause  prostration,  indei)endent  of  the  immense  strain 
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upon  the  nervous  system  by  the  endeavor  to  eradicate  the  poison  by 
the  means  of  caustic  and  by  the  other  methods  adopted  to  save  the 
patient. 

On  August  23d,  at  6  o'clock  p.m.,  I  was  summoned  in  great  haste 
to  see  Mr.  J.  C,  who,  thirty  minutes  prior,  had  been  bitten  in  the 
forefinger  of  the  right  hand  by  a  copperhead  snake  (trigonocephalus 
contortrix),  a  snake  that  is  very  uncommon  in  this  neighborhood 
Immediately  he  realized  what  had  occurred  he  put  the  finger  in  his 
mouth  and  kept  sucking  it  for  quite  awhile,  occasionally  taking  full 
doses  of  whisky,  while  those  about  him  at  once  set  about  procuring 
medical  assistance. 

I  saw  him  about  half  an  hour  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  and 
found  him  suffering  some  pain  about  the  heart  and  a  slight  feeling  of 
constriction  about  the  chest.  The  part  bitten  was  considerably  swollen 
by  exudation  and  by  the  extravasation  of  blood,  and  was  also  painful, 
both  pain  and  swelling  slightly  extending  up  the  arm  toward  the 
body.  There  was  some  headache,  and  marked  symptoms  of  shock 
soon  were  made  manifest;  fainty  feeling;  giddiness  and  vertigo; 
clammy  sweats ;  slight  nausea ;  and  particularly  great  terror,  with  a 
feeling  of  intense  weakness. 

I  also  found  his  body  bedewed  with  a  cold  perspiration ;  his  pulse 
rapid  and  fluttering.  There  was  quite  a  decided  disinclination  to 
speak  or  answer  questions.  Pretty  free  bleeding  had  occurred,  which 
was  encouraged  by  the  sucking  of  the  finger  by  the  mouth,  the  im- 
mediate effect  of  which  seemed  to  be  the  modification  of  the  pain 
and  of  the  constriction.  The  patient  was  evidently  pretty  thoroughly 
poisoned,  and  an  effort  was  therefore  made  to  bring  the  system  rapidly 
under  the  influence  of  whisky ;  in  other  words,  to  make  the  patient 
as  drunk  as  possible  and  as  soon  as  possible,  maintaining  this  effect 
for  some  time  in  order  to  keep  the  vascular  and  nervous  system  stimu- 
lated to  the  activity  required  to  effect  elimination.  When  I  first  saw 
him  he  had  already  drank  eight  ounces  of  whisky,  to  which  he  was 
unaccustomed,  without  any  evidence  of  intoxication.  This  agent 
was  therefore  repeated  in  ounce  doses  every  ten  minutes  until  twenty- 
four  ounces  had  been  taken. 

Both  fangs  of  the  snake  had  penetrated  the  skin,  and  the  wounds 
thus  made,  and  the  parts  around,  were  freely  scarified.  They  were 
then  freely  bathed  in  warm  water  in  order  that  bleeding  might  be 
encouraged;  and  they  were  finally  thoroughly  cauterized  by  the  use 
of  carbolic  acid,  after  which  fomentations  of  saleratus  were  applied. 
In  conjunction  with  this  method  of  treatment,  I  should  also  men- 
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tion,  probably^  the  internal  administration  of  half-teaspoonful  doses 
of  ammonia  in  a  win^lassful  of  water  every  fifteen  minutes. 

After  these  measures  had  been  adopted  for  a  few  hours,  and  espe- 
cially after  the  administration  of  the  ammonia,  the  patient  appeared 
to  revive,  and  the  pulse,  which  had  risen  to  96,  fell  to  82;  in  fact, 
he  continued  to  do  so  well  that  in  eight  hours  from  the  time  of  my 
visit  I  felt  safe  in  considering  him  completely  out  of  danger.  The 
hand,  of  course,  remained  in  a  bad  condition  for  a  long  time,  the 
wounds  in  the  finger  being  kept  open  and  allowed  to  bleed  as  much 
as  possible,  but  was  eventually  healed.  A  condition  of  debility  after- 
ward ensued,  for  which  he  received  china,  and  egg  and  whisky  were 
administered  every  three  hours,  the  case  terminating  favorably  in  ten 
days. 

In  this  case  I  believe  a  life  was  saved  by  the  propping  up  of  the 
depressed  powers  by  the  use  of  diffusible  stimulation  until  the  shock, 
always,  I  believe,  an  attendant  of  snake-bites,  was  recovered  from. 
The  ammonia,  diluted  just  su£Bciently  to  enable  the  patient  to 
swallow  it,  and  freely  administered,  proved  an  efficient  remedy. 
The  benefit  derived  from  the  application  of  the  saleratus  de- 
pended, I  believe,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  its  almost  immediate  ap- 
plication. 

It  may  be  questioned  by  some  as  to  whether  this  was  really  the 
bite  of  the  copperhead ;  but  as  the  snake  was  seen,  and  several  young 
snakes  of  this  species  had  been  killed  on  the  place,  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  arise  as  to  the  identity.  At  all  events,  the  patient  was 
extremely  ill,  but  made  a  good  recovery  under  the  treatment  above 
described. 


UNTIMELY  THOUGHTS. 

BT  GEORGB  B.  FBCK,  A.M.,  M.D.,  FBOYIDENOB,  R.  I. 

(Amnged  lh>m  an  Uncalled-for  Speech.) 

There  is  a  medical  school  mine  eyes  have  never  seen.  Its  picture 
is  fair  to  look  upon.  Its  faculty  is  proud  thereof,  also  its  alumni; 
so,  too,  am  L  Its  students  publish  a  spicy  sheet,  most  creditable  to 
their  culture  and  literary  ability.  Occasionally,  however,  an  inde- 
fensible article  appears  therein.  A  paper  on  "  Ergot,  and  the  Indi-> 
cations  for  Its  Use,''  which  would  be  entitled  to  the  highest  com- 
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mendatioDy  had  it  appeared  in  almost  any  allopathic  periodical,  simply 
disgraces  a  homoeopathic  magazine,  after  Munde  has  warned  the 
world  to  "  Beware  of  ergot,"  and  Garrigues  has  said  "  I  never  use 
ergot  until  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta."  Yet,  students  are 
not  singular  in  their  blunders ;  grave  seniors  sometimes  bear  them 
company.  I  was  amazed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  theB  ho^le  Island 
Homoeopathic  Society,  to  hear  an  ex-president,  a  man  who  h'as  raised 
himself  to  influence  and  fortune  by  his  unaided  effort,  a  physician 
whose  prescriptions  are  ordinarily  thoroughly  homoeopathic,  and  a 
diagnostician  said  never  to  be  caught  tripping,  affirm  that,  as  inter- 
mittent fever  had  been  demonstrated  to  be  due  to  the  presence  of  a 
certain  bacillus,  its  only  possible  treatment  is  to  administer  the 
appropriate  germicide  in  sufficient  quantity  to  kill  the  microbe.  He 
foi^ot  for  the  moment  that  before  a  quarter  part  of  the  required 
amount  could  he  administered,  the  patient  himself  would  be  defunct! 
That  student  can  justly  plead  youth  and  inexperience  in  extenuation 
of  bis  fault;  I  will  offer  no  excuse  for  the  physician;  it  might  be 
repudiated.  It  was  his  place  to  know  and  to  keep  in  mind  the  existence 
of  a  law  of  cure  which  renders  impossible  the  truth  of  any  antagonistic 
inconsistent  theory,  and  it  is  worse  than  useless  for  us,  who  abide  in 
its  light,  to  waste  our  time  and  energies  in  testing  current  vagaries. 
Let  those,  still  groping  in  primordial  JSsculapian  darkness,  amuse 
themselves  thus  if  they  wish;  the  result  of  their  labors  will  be,  as 
it  ^ver  has  been, — naught.  Best  assured,  the  venerable  gentleman's 
statement  was  at  once  controverted,  the  more  vigorously,  because  of 
its  exalted  source.  The  higher  the  authority  that  falls  into  error, 
the  more  imperative  the  duty  of  exposing  the  mistake,  for  corres- 
pondingly great  will  be  the  consequent  disaster,  should  the  declara- 
tion remain  unchallenged. 

Careful  observation  of  men,  their  acts,  and  their  words  for  a  score 
of  years,  has  convinced  me  that  nothing  is  half  so  essential  to  a 
proper  preparation  for  the  medical  profession  as  a  thorough  course 
in  mathematics.  It  is  said  that  soon  after  President  Lincoln  com- 
menced his  law  studies,  a  disturbance  occurred  in  the  neighborhood 
for  which  a  certain  man,  upon  the  testimony  of  three  or  four  wit- 
nesses, was  convicted  and  punished.  ^*  Why  should  he  be  punished 
on  their  statement  ?  "  said  young  Abe  ;  "  I  can  bring  forward  twenty 
men  who  were  in  the  crowd  that  will  swear  they  did  not  see  him  do 
it.  Why  should  the  word  of  three  men  outweigh  that  of  twenty  ?  " 
He  determined  to  ascertain  at  once  what  constitutes  proof  and  re- 
turned home  to  devote  himself  to  geometry.     Too  many  doctors 
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have  not  the  faintest  conception  of  what  that  word  means.  A  gen- 
tleman onoe  rose  in  the  American  Psedological  Society,  and  promised 
to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  the  proposition  under  discussion  by  an 
incident  in  his  own  experience.  When  his  tale  was  finished,  he  had 
not  adduced  an  iota  of  additional  evidence.  The  fallacy  in  his  argu- 
ment was  so  glaring,  a  high-school  scholar  would  be  plucked,  who 
should  fail  to  detect  it.  And  yet  this  is  not  a  singular  instance. 
The  fault  is  obnoxious,  scarcely  less  in  permanent  than  in  periodical 
literature,  in  homoeopathic  ^han  in  allopathic  writings,  in  surgical 
than  in  medical  articles.  This  is  the  great  obstacle  to  the  progress 
of  the  healing  art«  A  rigid  mathematical  training,  which  shall  en- 
able a  youth  accurately  to  distinguish  between  what  he  knows  and 
what  he  does  not  know,  that  shall  empower  him  instantly  to  discern 
when  he  has  demonstrated  a  given  position  and  inspire  incident  con- 
fidence, not  only  fearlessly  to  defend  it  but  vigorously  to  assail 
thence  the  ranks  of  error,  is  the  best  preliminary  education  possible. 

Recurring  now  to  the  incident  first  cited.  Editors  of  our  maga- 
zines conspicuously  announce  that  they  are  not  responsible  for  the- 
opinions  therein  expressed.  Let  one  of  them  publish  a  number  of 
articles  materially  at  variance  with  those  wont  to  appear  in  bis  col- 
umns; his  subscription  list  will  speedily  and  emphatically  demon- 
strate the  falsity  of  his  assumption.  Some  years  since  I  was  treat- 
ing a  case  that  caused  me  unusual  perplexity.  A  magazine  came  to 
hand,  recommending  a  sure  method.  I  was  not  favorably  impressed 
yet  I  knew  not  which  way  to  turn.  The  writer  was  a  stranger,  the 
editor  an  acquaintance.  On  the  strength  of  the  tatter's  quasi- en- 
dorsement of  his  contributor,  I  adopted  the  indicated  treatment. 
The  result  was  unfortunate.  Justly  and  necessarily  I  never  again 
reposed  confidence  in  anything  found  in  that  periodical,  save  when 
attested  by  a  familiar  signature.  In  like  manner,  the  editors  of  that 
college-sheet  will  be  held  by  many  as  responsible  as  its  author  for 
the  appearance  of  the  article  on  ergot,  and  consequently,  to  a  cor- 
responding extent,  the  faculty.  Acquainted  as  I  am  with  a  number 
of  the  professors,  I  am  not  disposed,  except  upon  further  testimony, 
to  believe  that  it  was  the  result  of,  but  rather  despite  of  the  instruc- 
tion there  imparted.  It  should  teach  us  all,  however,  to  be  more 
careful  in  the  education  of  our  students. 

Some  time  since,  the  trustees  of  the  Fiske  Fund  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society  published  a  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollar 
prize  essay  on  '*  Malaria,"  by  Charles  V.  Chapin,  M.D.,  Superin- 
tendent of  Health  in  Providence.  He  mentions  twenty-odd  reme- 
voi*.  XXV. — 17 
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dies  as  possessed  of  particular  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  that  dis- 
order, the  peculiar  properties  of  seventeen  being  found  in  oar  ordi- 
nary text-books.  I  remarked  to  him  one  day,  *'  Doctor,  your  paper 
is  excellent,  your  remedies  entirely  satisfactory,  but  you  stopped  too 
soon.  Why  did  you  not  tell  us  when  to  administer  any  particular 
drug  ?"  "  I  do  not  know  when,"  was  the  prompt  reply.  Hippoc- 
rates himself  would  probably  have  given  the  same  answer.  Behold 
the  wonderful  progress  of  **  scientific "  medicine  during  the  last 
twenty-three  hundred  years  I  Homoeopathy  alone  furnishes  practi- 
cal indications  for  selection  in  any  given  case  from  his  list  of  reme- 
dies. Homoeopathy  alone  explains  why  one  drug  fails  to  cure  and 
another  succeeds  in  any  given  instance.  Homoeopathy,  therefore, 
represents  the  sole  improvement  in  medical  science  for  more  than 
twenty-three  centuries.  As  it  has  been,  so  will  it  ever  be.  Hahne- 
mann's Organon  demands  not  only  our  confidence  but  our  active 
endorsement,  simply  because  it  clearly  points  out  the  methods,  the 
sure  and  only  safe  methods,  by  which  the  healing  art  can  be  im- 
proved, because  its  every  teaching  is  in  direct  accord  with  the  most 
advanced  science  of  the  day  with  its  tendencies,  and  because  it  alone 
is  based  on  ex[)erience  with  facts  as  they  ever  exist  in  the  world  we 
inhabit. 

Hereby  is  clearly  revealed  the  falsity  of  the  statement  so  often 
made,  that  the  two  schools  are  rapidly  approaching  each  other. 
They  are  as  far  apart  as  loyalty  and  lawlessness,  as  the  North  Pole 
from  the  South,  as  noonday  from  midnight.  The  one  follows  a 
working  rule  as  closely  as  the  education  and 'the  brains  of  its  mem- 
bers will  permit,  the  other  repudiates  the  possibility  of  such  a  guid- 
ing principle,  and  threatens  expulsion  to  any  person  who  shall 
formulate  one  (See  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion). The  one  recognizes  the  universal  supremacy  of  law,  the  other, 
while  claiming  to  be  a  scientific  body,  repudiates  the  existence  of 
law,  without  which  no  science  can  exist.  Consider  well  the  astound- 
ing spectacle !  Note  also  how  broadly  he  exposes  himself  to  the 
charge  of  densest  ignorance  or  unrivalled  duplicity  who  claims  to 
practice  both  ways.  If  the  man  knows  not  that  it  is  impossible,  he 
IS  a  fool ;  if  he  does,  he  is  a  knave.  He  can  no  more  perform  the 
feat  than  be  a  Caucasian  and  a  Negro.  He  may  be  an  Octoroon, 
Quadroon,  or  Mulatto,  but  never  can  be  a  pure  blood  on  either  side. 
However  well  filled  the  pockets  of  such  a  follow  may  be  with  the 
cash  of  the  credulous,  he  receives  the  merited  contempt  of  honest 
physicians  of  every  name  and  of  the  intelligent  laity  as  well. 
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To  conclude^  let  us  all  clearly  understaDd  what  homcBopathy  is 
and  what  it  is  doL  Let  as  individually  have  honesty  enough  to 
acknowledge  to  ourselves,  to  our  students  and  to  our  patients,  when 
oeoessary,  that  an  omission  to  do  what  others  have  done  and  are 
doing  is  the  result  of  our  own  negligence  or  laziness  or  stupidity  and 
not  the  failure  of  a  law  founded  on  the  inherent  constitution  of 
matter,  for  frequently  they  will  know  better  if  we  do  not.  Lastly, 
let  us  teach  the  Organon  so  that  our  students  must  adopt  its  princi- 
ples as  their  own.  Thus  will  they  be  enabled,  building  upon  a  rock, 
to  work  for  the  ages  despite  '^  the  currents  and  counter-currents  of 
medical  belief,'^  as  evanescent  as  ocean's  waves  ;  thus  will  they  be 
spared  the  mortification  pertinent  to  the  *'  regular  "  builder  who  can 
see,  every  semi-decade,  the  work  of  his  hands  engulfed  in  shifting 
sands! 


SUGGESTIONS  FROM  A  CLINICAL  CASE  * 

BY  E.  H.  PRATT,  A.M.,   MD.,   LL.D.,  CHICAGO,   ILL. 

The  next  case  presented  for  your  consideration,  is  this  eight-year- 
old  specimen  of  boyhood.  As  near  as  we' can  ascertain  from  the 
boy's  father,  the  child  was  struck  by  a  stone  upon  the  left  side  of  his 
forehead,  about  two  years  ago.  The  spot  was  swollen  for  a  long 
time,  but  finally  terminated  in  an  abscess,  which  was  evacuated,  but 
did  not  heal.  The  space  gradually  filled  with  exuberant  granula- 
tions to  such  an  extent  that  they  not  only  filled  the  sack  which  for- 
merly contained  the  pus,  but  also  protruded  from  its  opening  until  it 
assumed  the  cauliflower  appearance  here  presented.  The  firmness  of  the 
granulations  indicates  that  they  are  pericranial  in  their  origin.  The 
tumor  upon  inspection,  is  now  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length, 
by  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  width.  Half  of  it  is  subcutaneous 
and  the  other  half,  dark-red  and  granular  in  appearance,  is  exposed 
to  view.  It  is  raised  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  inch  above  the 
level  of  the  forehead. 

Now,  while  one  of  your  number  is  removing  the  growth,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  house-physician,  instead  of  watching  him  too  closely, 
thus  unnecessarily  embarrassing  him,  let  me  suggest  a  few  questions 
for  your  contemplation. 

*  A  report  of  some  remarks  made  in  a  clinical  lectare. 
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Of  the  hundreds  of  boys  who  receive  scalp-wounds  from  careless 
pebbles,  why  should  most  of  them  speedily  repair  the  damage, 
without  retaining  a  trace  of  the  injury,  while  this  poor  little  fellow 
has  been  struggling  with  the  wound  and  its  sequences  for  two  long 
years? 

When  two  children,  of  apparently  equal  health,  are  infected  with 
scarlet-fever  poison,  why  should  one  of  them  pass  through  the  or- 
deal safely,  without  unpleasant  complications  or  sequences?  Why 
should  another  suffer  from  a  subsequent  nephritis,  or  paralysis,  or 
other  dangerous  and  possibly  fatal  local  lesions  ? 

When  so  many  thousands  of  children  sustain  their  attack  of 
measles  in  the  orthodox  way,  and  come  out  of  it  unscathed,  why 
should  some  poor  little  fellow  who,  perhaps,  has  had  as  good  chances 
for  a  speedy  relief  from  his  afiSiction  as  any  of  the  others,  develop  a 
septic  condition  so  serious  as  to  fill  the  pleural  cavity  of  the. left  side 
with  pus,  and  necessitate  the  performance  of  a  capital  operation  to 
save  him  from  a  premature  death,  as  was  the  case  recently  presented 
at  Cook  county  hospital  ? 

Why  should  one  man  recover  from  pneumonia,  and  another  one 
develop  phthisis? 

In  general  terms,  why  do  not  all  persons  suffering  from  acute 
troubles  brought  about  by  the  various  incidents  and  accidents  of 
time,  recover  from  them  in  a  respectable  manner,  instead  of  filling 
the  world  with  an  army  of  chronic  sufferers,  for  whom  there  seems 
to  be  no  adequate  relief? 

Leaving  you  to  ponder  upon  these  questions  at  your  leisure,  let 
me  venture  to  predict  that,  in  the  case  of  the  little  patient  before  us, 
we  shall  find  that  some  form  of  orificial  irritation  has  so  interfered 
with  his  general  nutrition  that  his  vitality  was  at  so  low  an  ebb  that 
his  poor  little  body  had  not  sufficient  reactive  power  to  recover, 
even  from  a  common  stone-bruise.  I  have  not  examined  the  child, 
I  have  never  seen  him  until  the  present  time,  know  nothing  of  his 
history  except  the  meagre  account  which  you  have  already  received, 
and  that  simply  concerns  the  injury  and  its  sequence  of  troubles. 

Let  us  now  make  a  physical  examination  of  his  lower  orifices, 
and  test  the  truth  of  my  prophecy.  What  a  foreskin !  It  is,  at 
least,  one-half  an  inch  tooloog^  an  exceedingly  unusual  redundancy. 
Upon  .attempting  its  retraction,  the  opening  is  so  small  that  it  is  with 
difficulty  that  I  am  able  to  expose  even  the  point  of  the  glans  penis. 
As  by  a  little  continued  pressure  and  dilatation  I  am  able  now  to 
accomplish   this,  please  notice  the  bright  red,  inflamed  condition  of 
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the  meatus  itself,  and  remembering  what  I  told  you  about  the  sym- 
pathetic oondition  of  the  two  extremities  of  any  canal,  imagine  what 
a  high  degree  of  irritation  must  be  presented  by  the  prostatic  por- 
tion of  the  urethra!  Forcing  the  foreskin  still  further  back,  you 
will  observe  that  its  adhesion  to  the  glans  is  quite  extensive  and 
firm.  Loosening  its  attachment  by  the  aid  of  a  spud,  I  invite  your 
attention  to  the  unusual  amount  of  smegma  collected  about  the 
corona,  and  the  red,  inflamed  condition  of  the  parts  where  it  is  im- 
bedded. Observe,  too,  that  the  fr»num  is  so  short  as  to  draw  the 
point  of  the  glans  downwards,  upon  extreme  retraction  of  the  fore- 
skin. Passing  my  finger  now  into  the  rectum,  I  detect  here  an  un- 
usual contraction  of  its  sphincters. 

But  it  is  necessary  to  proceed  no  farther.  I  simply  desired  to 
make  this  public  test  of  the  orificial  philosophy  and  demonstrate  the 
confidence  which  I  feel  in  being  able  to  find  at  these  lower  openings 
of  the  body  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  sympathetic  nerve- waste  to  ac- 
count  for  the  chronic  condition  of  mal-nutrition.  This  child  was 
not  brought  to  the  clinic  to  be  circumcised,  or  to  be  treated  according 
to  orificial  principles,  and  so  we  will  not  presume  to  do  more  to  the 
case  than  has  now  been  done  by  the  skilful  removal  of  the  obnoxious 
frontal  tumor. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  circumcision,  I  wish  to  detail  for 
you  briefly  one  of  the  cases  which,  some  years  ago,  compelled  me  to 
reflect  at  considerable  length  upon  the  elements  which  a  faulty  fore- 
skin played  in  nerve-waste,  and  consequently  in  nutritive  processes. 
Several  years  ago,  while  in  general  practice,  I  was  called  upon  to 
prescribe  for  a  young  child  who  seemed  to  be  suffering  from  maras- 
mus. He  was  exceedingly  emaciated,  so  much  so  that,  at  the  age  of 
nine  months,  at  which  time  I  saw  him  first,  he  was  one  pound 
lighter  than  he  was  at  three  months  of  age.  He  had  been  a  peevish, 
fretful  child  ever  since  his  birth,  and  most  of  the  time  had  been  un- 
able to  retain  what  little  food  he  could  be  persuaded  to  take  into  his 
stomach.  He  was  an  exceedingly  poor  sleeper,  and  was  a  constant 
source  of  anxiety  to  his  parents.  With  drugs  I  was  able  to  stop  his 
habit  of  throwing  up  his  food,  but  could  not  induce  him  to  sleep 
well  or  to  develop  an  appetite.  As  the  child  appeared  to  be  losing 
ground,  I  called  counsel.  We  examined  the  child's  gums  very  care* 
fully,  and  although  there  appeared  to  be  little  occasion  for  it,  con- 
cluded to  lance  the  incisors  in  hopes  of  relieving,  to  some  extent,  the 
child's  nervousness.  The  measure,  however,  appeared  perfectly 
useless.    In  the  absence  of  any  tangible  excuse  for  the  child's  con- 
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dition,  I  seized  upon  the  intangible  and  concluded  that  the  child 
needed  a  change  of  air.  It  was  accordingly  taken  to  a  healthy  town 
in  the  central  part  of  Iowa,  where  it  received  skilful  treatment  from 
first-class  doctors  and  nurses.  Three  months  later  the  parents  re- 
turned home  with  the  child,  and  were  completely  discouraged  with 
the  results  of  their  efforts  to  save  his  life.  Once  more  they  called 
me  to  the  case,  and  I  was  disappointed  to  find  that  instead  of  l)eing 
better  the  child  was  yet  weaker  than  when  he  left,  and  bad  developed 
anasarca  of  the  lower-half  of  the  body.  There  was  no  ascites,  but 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdominal  walls  would  pit  upon  pressure,  as 
also  both  of  the  lower  extremities.  Not  knowing  what  else  to  do,  I 
asked  the  mother  to  strip  the  child  that  I  might  examine  its  spine, 
and  b^inning  with  the  head,  I  examined  not  only  the  child's  spine 
but  his  entire  body,  as  carefully  and  critically  as  I  was  able.  I 
could  find  no  fault  with  his  anatomy,  except  that  his  foreskin  did  not 
appear  to  be  quite  normal.  It  was  a  little  too  long,  presenting  rather 
a  small  opening,  and  was  adherent  to  the  glans  penis.  I  did  not  at 
that  time  appreciate  what  general  mischief  could  result  from  an  irri- 
tation about  the  glans  penis,  and  consequently  did  not  hail  my  dis- 
covery of  trouble  in  this  locality  with  any  great  degree  of  enthusiasm, 
but  as  everything  else  that  I  had  attempted  had  failed  to  afford  the 
child  even  the  slightest  relief,  I  advised  the  mother  to  permit  me  to 
simply  slit  open  the  foreskin  and  free  it  from  its  adhesion  to  the 
glans,  having  in  mind  simply,  that  if  the  child  lived  to  grow  up,  it 
might  prevent  his  masturbating.  She  reluctantly  consented  to  my 
suggestion,  but  I  can  assure  you  I  was  not  prepared  for  the  surprise 
which  awaited  me  as  the  result  of  this  simple  proceeding.  When  I 
visited  the  child  the  next  day  the  mother  informed  me  that  it  had 
slept  all  night  for  the  first  time  in  its  life,  and  had  waked  in  the 
morning  with  the  very  first  manifestations  of  an  appetite  it  had  ever 
known.  Cautioning  her  to  keep  the  foreskin  well  retracted,  so  that 
it  would  not  again  adhere  to  the  glans  about  the  corona,  I  did  not 
visit  it  again  for  about  a  week.  Imagine  my  surpise  upon  seeing  it 
at  this  time  to  learn  that  the  dropsical  symptoms  had  entirely  disap- 
peared, that  the  child  had  gained  good,  solid  flesh,  had  slept  every 
night,  and  was  eating  enough  to  make  up  for  lost  time.  I  did  not 
examine  the  child  locally,  as  he  seemedi  to  be  doing  so  well ;  and  I 
did  not  like  to  merit  the  young  man's  displeasure  by  any  unnecessaiy 
interference  with  his  organism.  So  that,  greatly  pleased  with  the 
result  of  that  simple  bit  of  work,  I  dismissed  the  case  and  went  away 
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sorely  puzzled  at  the  remarkable  phenomena  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  me. 

Two  weeks  later  I  was  hurriedly  summoned  by  the  mother.  As 
she  greeted  me  upon  my  entrance  into  the  room^  I  saw  by  the  hope- 
less expression  of  her  face  that  something  terrible  had  happened,  or 
was  about  to  happen,  at  least  in  her  estimation.  She  said  :  ''  Doctor, 
I  thought  you  had  better  see  the  child  once  more,  although  I  suppose 
now  that  nothing  farther  can  be  done  for  him  and  I  shall  lose  my 
boy."  As  soon  as  I  glanced  at  the  child  I  saw  at  once  the  occasion 
for  her  alarm.  It  had  developed  an  extreme  hydrocephalus. .  The 
head  was  so  enormously  distended  that  I  could  place  my  finger  in 
any  one  of  the  cranial  sutures  without  coming  in  contact  with  the 
margins  of  the  bones.  The  forehead  protruded  like  an  enormous 
promontory  out  over  the  face  so  as  to  distort  its  appearance  fright- 
fully. The  head  was  so  heavy  that  the  child  was  unable  to  sustain 
its  weight  without  assistance.  In  other  words,  dropsy  had  again  re- 
turned, but  instea^l  of  appearing  in  the  lower  part  of  the  body,  had 
taken  the  form  of  hydrocephalus.  I  asked  the  mother  if  she  had 
kept  the  foreskin  well  retracted ;  she  said  she  had,  and  thought  there 
was  no  trouble  in  that  region,  and  that  it  was  of  no  use  for  me  to  ^ 
look.  Insisting,  however,  upon  examination,  I  found  the  mother 
was  mistaken.  She  had  permitted  the  foreskin  to  again  become  ad- 
herent to  the  glans.  I  now  circumcised  the  child  and  again  freed 
the  remaining  foreskin  from  the  glans.  The  consequent  change  for 
the  better  was  not  so  rapid  as  on  the  previous  occasion,  but  in  two 
weeks  the  condition  of  hydrocephalus  had  entirely  disappeared,  and, 
the  child  was  once  more  apparently  perfectly  well.  This  was  nearly 
ten  years  ago.  The  child  has  scarcely  seen  a  sick  day  since,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  robust  and  vigorous  little  fellows  in  the  city  of 
Chicago.  It  w&s  a  lesson  to  me,  teaching  me  how  serious  conse- 
quences could  arise  from  such  apparently  trivial  conditions. 


THE  ALBUMINURIAS  OF  PREGNANCY-FOURTH  PAPER, 

BY  CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,   H.D.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

DiAGKosis — ( CorUinued), 

BfiCORDs  of  even  tolerably  thorough  analyses  of  the  urine  during 
pregnancy  seem  to  be  difficult  to  obtain.  What  is  wanted  is  a  pub- 
lished record,  in  detail,  of  a  large  number  of  analyses  from  study  of 
which  to  draw  deductions.  The  quantity  of  urine  in  twenty-four 
hours,  the  ratio  of  the  night  urine  to  the  day,  the  total  solids  apr 
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proximately  by  Trapp's  formula,  or  Harer's,  the  amount  of  the 
solids,  particularly  urea  and  phosphoric  acid,  as  compared  with  the 
quantity  of  water,  the  total  amount  of  urea  and  that  of  phosphoric 
acid,  together  with  the  results  of  microscopic  examination  of  the 
sediment,  are  the  important  points.  Moreover,  examinations  of  the 
urine  of  women  should  be  made  before  marriage,  as  suggested  by 
Tyson,  in  order  to  determine  the  average  constitution  of  the  urine 
before  pregnancy.  Marked  changes  in  the  character  of  the  urine 
during  pregnancy  will  then  be  readily  noted,  especially  if  the  records 
are  kept  according  to  the  methods  suggested  in  my  third  paper. 

I  have  made  a  number  of  analyses  of  the  urine  of  women,  and  in 
some  of  the  cases  the  patients  have  died  with  the  usual  symptoms  of 
Bright's  disease.  I  submit  the  following,  which  will  illustrate 
many  of  the  points  I  insist  on  in  the  diagnosis  of  d^enerative  or 
inflammatory  conditions  as  opposed  to  those  in  which  albuminurias 
are  merely  casual. 

My  analyses  illustrate  four  classes  of  cases  : 

I.  Female  patients  who  died  with  the  usual  well-known  symp- 
toms of  Bright's  disease,  first  noticed  during  or  after  pregnancy. 

II.  Female  patients  who  had  convulsions,  but  were  delivered 
safely. 

III.  Female  patients  either  albuminuric  or  whose  urine  showed 
deviations  from  normal  averages  at  one  time  or  another  during 
pregnancy,  but  who  had  no  convulsions  and  are  alive  to-day. 

IV.  Female  patients  with  albuminurias  not  traceable  to  pr^- 
•nancy,  and  who  are  alive  to-day.  , 

Class  I. — Que  1. — Female  patient  (married)  who  up  to  the 
menopause  had  "  never  had  a  sick  day  in  her  life,"  but  after  cessa- 
tion of  the  monthly  periods  gradually  grew  ansemic,  lost  strength, 
had  backache,  became  pallid,  oedematous  about  the  face,  and  died  of 


uraemia. 


First  Analysis  of  Urine. 

2d. 

8d. 

4th. 

5th. 

6th. 

7th. 

8th. 

Quantity  In  24  hrs. 

1212  c.  c. 

1140 

ai7o 

1050 

Norec. 

810 

870 

600 

Specific  gravity 

1014 

1010 

1010 

1010 

1010 

1010 

Norec. 

Norec. 

Total     solids     by 
Trapp's  formula.. 

84  grammes 

29 

28 

20 

Norec. 

17 

Norec. 

Norec. 

Urea,  grammes  per 
litre 

9 

7H 

8 

7K 

8H 

9 

9K 

^4 

Urea,  total 

11  grammes 

8 

9 

7>^ 

Noiec. 

7H 

Norec. 

59i 

Albumin 

Plenty-,  W, 

Plenty 

Plenty 

Plenty 

Plenty 

Plenty 

Plenty 

Plenty 

Sediment 

Blood-cor- 
puscles and 
one  granu- 
lar cast 
found. 

Tube 

casts 

Plenty. 

No 
record. 

No 
record. 

No 
record. 

No 
record. 

Uttie 
blood. 

No 
record. 
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Death  in  six  weeks  from  Jird  analysis,  and  within  twenty-four 
hours  from^  time  of  eighth.  The  albumin  varied  from  time  to  time, 
and  on  some  days  was  as  high  as  the  third  mark. on  the  Rsbach 
tube;  at  others  as  low  as  the  first.  My  theory  in  regard  to  the  case 
was  that  renal  lesion,  unnoticed  at  the  time  of  pregnancy,  had  been 
present  for  years,  the  disorder  running  a  rapid  course  at  the  meno- 
pause after  the  symptoms  once  became  pronounced. 

Case  2. — Female  patient  (married)  became  dropsical  afler  mis- 
carriage, and  finally  died  of  ursemia. 


Ist. 

2d. 

3d. 

4th. 

5th. 

6th. 

7th. 

8th.  9th. 

1 

ft 

5 

1 

1 

4 

2 

i 

J3 

Quantity  In  24  hre... 

Specific  gravity 

Solids ^ 

750  cc. 

Bl)ii 

ami 

T/lft 

650 

A^ 

600 

26 
15 

1 
300  540 

1024 
26^ 

84     83 
10     18 

1* 

600 

81     32 

20  1  20 

.7 

z 

1024 

40 

10>  11128 

-ki    ;i8 

29     28 
mm 

1022 
26 

24 
14 

IT 

11  1   8   1   9 

Urea,  flrrammes  per 
litre:. .rr.. 

m 

W 

Urea,  total 

22 

22 

2_ 

7 

Albmnln 

^ 

1       _ 

1 

i        1 

Sediment  contains  sharp-pointed  uric  acid  crystals  and  a  variety 
of  casts.     Blood  and  blood-casts  absent. 

Interval  between  first  and  sixteenth  analysis,  seven  weeks.  Death 
in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  after  sixteenth  analysis.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  character  of  the  urine  in  this  case  was  wholly  difiSerent 
from  that  of  the  first.  In  the  first  case  the  quaiUy  of  the  urine  was 
poor  in  solids,  deficient  as  compared  with  the  water.  In  the  second 
case  the  solids  were  relatively  abundant  as  compared  with  the  water, 
but  deficient  in  total  quantity  as  compared  with  the  normal  standard. 

Case  3. — Albuminuria  during  pr^nancy.  Death  from  exhaustion 
in  about  two  months  after  analysis  was  made.  Patient  exceedingly 
dropsical ;  dyspncea  great. 

Qaantity 1300  cc 

Specific  gravity, 1012 

Solids, 31  grammes. 

Urea, 13  grammes  per  litre. 

Urea,  total, 17  grammes. 

Albamin, ^ 

Sediment :  Oasts  and  cast  debris  very  abundant.    Long^  straight^  darkf 
granular  casts.    Large  hyaline  casts. 


Class    II. — Case   h — Pr^nancy. 
seventh  month. 


Analysis    made  about  the 
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Flnt.  Seoond. 

Qaanthy 1416  cc  1020 

Specific  gravity, 1020  1021 

Solids, .                57  grammes.  43 

Urea  in  1000, 17  15 

Urea,  total, 24  grammes.  20 

Albumin, None.  ^^th 

Sediment, Triple  phosphate.  No  casts. 

Second  analysis  six  weeks  or  so  later  than  first.  Urine  not  so 
good  in  quality.  Patient  delivered  safely  after  numerous  oonmikiona. 
Albumin  did  not  appear  until  a  few  days  before  delivery. 

Class  III. —  Case  1. — Female  patient  (married)  became  insane 
after  confinement,  and  urine  contained  albumin.     No  oedema. 


First  Analysis. 

Second. 

ThlM. 

Q'nt'y,  of  urine 

in  24  hours,  .    300  cc. 

No  record. 

No  record. 

Sp.gr.       .        .    1030 

(( 

u 

Solids,  total,               19  grammes. 

(( 

u 

Urea,  grammes 

per  litre,        .        36 

•< 

a 

Urea,  total,       .        U 

a 

l€ 

Albumin,          .    T^ths 

Ath 

Tioth 

Sediment  contains  much    squa- 

Pus very  abundant. 

Heavy  sediment  of 

mous  epithelium,  but  no  casts. 

Oval  cells  plenty. 

urates,    and    nu- 

Some pus-corpuscles. 

merous          very 
small  crystals  of 
uric  acid.    A  few 
blood-corpuscles. 

The  third  analysis  was  made  two  years  later  than  the  first.  Pa- 
tient alive  and  reported  better  in  all  respects. 

Case  2. — Female  patient.  Analyses'all  made  after  seventh  month 
in  first  pregnancy. 


First. 

Seoond. 

Third. 

Quantity.     . 

.      930  cc. 

930 

1040 

Specific  gravity,  . 

.    1023 

1027 

1023 

Solids,  grammes, 

43 

50 

48 

Urea  in  1000,      . 

14 

17 

17 

Urea.  toUl, 

13 

16 

18 

Albumin,     . 

.    Trace. 

None. 

None. 

Sediment,    • 

.    No  casU. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  analyses  that  the  urine  improved  in 
quality  from  time  to  time.  Patient  alive  and  well.  No  eclampsia 
before^  during,  or  after  confinement 
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Cases  Not  of  Pregnancy. 

CL.AS8  IV. — Case  1. — Female  patient  (married)  aged  60.     No 
oedema.     Patient  suffers  from  paralysis  agitans. 


Fint  Analysis. 

Second. 

Quantitj,    . 

660  cc. 

900 

Specific  gravity, . 

.    1023 

1023 

Solidfl,  grammes, 

80 

31 

Urea  in  1000,     . 

24 

16 

Urea,  total, 

16 

m 

Albamin,   . 

Ath 

11 

Urine  strongly  acid. 

Sediment:    Some  pu 

8    ''plugs," 

Pus, 

blood,    triple  phosphate, 

but  no  casts. 

micro-organisms. 

Second  analysis  two  years  after  first.     Patient  still  alive,  but  re- 
ported to  be  gradually  sinking. 

Case  2. — Female  patient  (married). 

Quantity, 1200  cc 

Specific  gravity, 1013 

Solids, 31  grammes. 

Urea, 19  grammes  per  litre. 

Urea,  total, 22  grammes. 

Albumin, i^oth 

Sediment :  A  few  hyaline  and  granular  casts  and  a  few  pus-corpuscles. 

This  ease,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  still  alive. 
Ckise   3. — Female  patient  (unmarried)  convalescing  from  acute 
nephritis. 

Quantity, 1682  cc 

Specific^gravity, 1014 

Solids,  •        •        •        i        .        .        .        .        48  grammes. 

Urea  in  1000 16 

Urea,  total, 26  grammes. 

Albumin, Trace.    No  casts. 

Case  4. — Young  (married)   woman  not  pregnant,  convalescing 
from  acute  nephritis. 

Volume, 1530  cc 

Specific  gravity, 1017 

Solids, 52  grammes. 

tJrea  in  1000, 13 

Urea,  total, 20 

Phosphoric  acid  in  1000, 1.41 

Phosphoric  acid,  total, 2.16 

Albumin, Faint  trace. 

Sediment, No  casts. 
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Case  5. — Female  patient  (married)  aged  56,  general  condition  well 
preserved,  some  arterial  tension,  some  hypertrophy  of  left  ventricle, 
but  no  pronounced  indications. 


First  Analysis. 

Second. 

Thinl. 

Volame : 

Day,.        . 

. 

•    272  c.c. 

440 

730 

Night,       . 

• 

.     200  cc. 

360 

480 

472  cc 

800 

1210 

Specific  gravity, 

, 

1023 

1020 

1012 

Solids,  grammes. 

. 

23 

82 

29 

Urea  in  1000,    . 

, 

22 

23 

11 

Urea,  total. 

. 

lOi 

18 

13i 

Phosphoric    acid 

in 

1000,       . 

. 

1.98 

1.45 

0.88 

Phosphoric  acid,  total. 

0.93 

1.16 

1.06 

Albumin.  . 

. 

Plain  trace. 

Plain  trace. 

Plain  trace. 

Sediment:  Hyaline 

casts,  one  gran- 

A  few  hyaline  casts. 

A  few  hyaline 

ular  cast  found, 

uric  acid,  cal- 

casts. 

•  cium  oxalate. 

The  cases  in  Class  lY.,  though  not  of  pn^nancy,  are  described 
because  in  some  of  them  the  urine  is  typical  of  various  types  of  renal 
lesions,  and  which,  if  encountered  during  pregnancy,  would  arouse 
our  suspicions.  I  have  records  of  many  more  analyses,  but  unfortu- 
nately know  nothing  of  the  subsequent  history,  hence  do  not  publish 
them. 

Looking  over  these  analyses,  and  knowing  the  outcome  of  the 
cases,  the  following  conclusions  would  appear  to  be  warranted  : 

I.  Urine  typical  of  degenerative  or  inflammatory  conditions  in  the 
kidney  is  seen  in  the  cases  above,  as  follows : 

Class  I.— Cases  1,  2,  3. 

Class  III.— Case  1. 

Class  IV.— Cases  1,  2,  3,  5. 

Such  urine  presents  the  following  characteristics  :  It  may  be  either 
normal,  increased  or  decreased  in  quantity;  its  specific  gravity  (on 
which  so  many  rely  as  a  guide)  may  be  normal,  increased  or  de- 
creased, but  in  the  three  cases  of  Class  I.,  which  terminated  fatally, 
urea  was  below  the  minimum  normal  average  (that  of  Yvon-Berlioz) 
in  nineteen  out  of  twenty-four  analyaes.  In  the  case  which  proved 
most  rapidly  fatal  from  the  time  that  objective  symptoms  were  noted, 
urea  was  never  higher  than  eleven  grammes,  though  the  amouaU  of 
urine  in  ttoenty-four  hours  was  full  normal  in  four  ouJt  of  eight  ooUeo^ 
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tions^  and  twenty-four  hours  before  death  from  convulsions  was 
diminished  but  one-half  in  quantity.  In  Case  2  of  Class  J.  the 
patient  did  not  snocumb  until  the  quantity  of  urine  was  reduced 
practically  to  nothing,  the  urea  keeping  pace  with  the  urine.  The 
specific  gratnty  in  this  case  was  always  normal  (1022),  or  above  normal. 
When,  therefore,  a  pr^nant  woman  or  any  person  is  albuminuric, 
reliance  roust  not  be  placed  (a)  on  the  fact  that  the  quantity  of  urine 
in  twenty-four  hours  is  normal,  or  (6)  that  the  specific  gravity  is 
normal.  Further  investigation  of  the  character  of  the  urine  is  neces- 
sary, both  by  chemical  and  microscopical  tests.  If  now  during  pr^- 
nancy  or  at  any  time,  albumin  appears  in  the  urine,  and  the  urea  is 
greatly  decreased  beXjATIVELY,  the  case  is  more  likely  to  become 
either  rapidly  or  suddenly  fatal  than  one  in  which  the  quantity  of 
urea  keeps  pace  with  the  quantity  of  urine.  In  the  rapidly  fatal 
case  (Class  I.,  Case  1)  the  percentages  of  urine  and  urea  compared 
with  normal  were  as  follows  : 

l8t        2d.        Sd.        4th.       5th.     6th.     7th.     8th. 
Urine  in  24  hours, .    100      100      100      100      No      75      80      55 

Bee. 
Urea  in  24  houra,  .      55        40        45        40      No      40  30 

Bee. 
Normal  average  =  100. 

II.  On  the  other  hand,  urea  may  not  be  greatly  reduced  in  quan- 
tity, but  if 'albumin  be  abundant  and  long,  straight,  dark,  granular 
casts  present  (Class  I.,  Case  3),  the  condition  is  probably  hopeless,  as 
has  been  shown  by  Edis  after  a  study  of  many  cases. 

III.  Furthermore,  there  are  cases  in  which  albumin  suddenly  ap- 
pears with  or  without  casts,  and  eclampsia  may  take  place  without 
much  warning  objectively.  But  a  study  of  the  urine  will  show  a 
deterioration  in  its  quality  preceding  the  convulsions. 

Such  a  case  is  seen  in  Class  II.,  Case  1.  It  is  true  that  in  this 
case  the  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  urine  was  not  great,  but 
it  is  also  to  be  noticed  that  the  patient  recovered  after  nearly  a  seore 
of  convulsions ;  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether  '^  ursnnia  "  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  convulsions. 

IV.  Next,  in  cases  where  the  volume  of  urine  is  very  much  re- 
duced, an  amount  of  albumin  which,  if  present  in  1200  to  1500  c.c. 
of  urine,  would  not  excite  especial  remark  becomes  very  noticeable. 

Class  III.,  Case  1,  illustrates  this  point.  I  have  on  several  occa- 
sions seen  the  urine  reduced  to  one-third  or  one-quarter  its  normal 
amount,  and  a  large  percentage  of  albumin  appear.     The  specific 
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gravity  is  high,  urea  percentage  is  higher  than  normal,  though  in 
total  amount  far  below  normal,  corresponding  to  the  volume  of 
urine.  But  no  casts  can  be  found  in  the  sediment;  even  small  hya- 
line casts  are  wanting.  Now  wait  a  day  or  two  and  pus  in  abund- 
ance appears,  the  quantity  of  urine  increases  and  the  percentage  of 
albumin  diminishes  (Class  III.,  Case  1). 

The  prognosis  in  these  cases  is  favorable,  always  provided  that  the 
patient  is  not  oedematous  and  has  no  general  ursemic  symptoms,  nor 
those  of  typhoid  uraemia.  Provided  also,  that  the  urine  has  no  foul 
odor,  that  the  pus  settles  well  with  clear  urine  above  it,  is  compara- 
tively free  from  micro-organisms,  etc. 

V.  It  is  possible  to  find  the  urine  decreased  in  volume  about  the 
seventh  month,  of  somewhat  deteriorated  quality  as  regards  urea, 
and  containing  a  trace  of  albumin.  In  such  cases  frequent  collections 
and  analyses  should  be  made,  and  general  precautionary  measures 
taken  to  prevent  an  attack  of  acute  nephritis.  There  is  probably  a 
hypersemic  condition  of  the  kidney,  and  the  patient  is  liable  to  ne- 
phritic complications,  or  to  the  development  of  any  latent  trouble, 
especially  if  there  is  any  inherited  tendency.  Such  a  case  is  shown 
in  Class  III.,  Case  2.  Precautionary  measures  were  taken  and  the 
urine  improved  in  quantity  and  quality.  No  nephritic  attack  oc» 
curred  and  the  patient  went  safely  to  term. 

Class  IV.,  though  not  of  pregnancy,  is  of  general  interest.  Case 
1  illustrates  the  urinary  condition  which  may  be  found  In  paralytic 
conditions.  Cases  3  and  4  illustrate  the  condition  of  the  urine  in 
patients  convalescing  from  acute  nephritis.  If  the  history  were  not 
known,  chronic  nephritis  might  be  suspected.  Cases  2  and  5  are, 
indeed,  those  of  chronic  nephritis.  Case  5  shows  very  well  the 
marked  features  of  the  urine  before  any  objective  symptoms  of  con- 
sequence are  to  be  noted.  In  this  case  the  patient  has  contracting 
kidney  in  the  early  stage,  before  cardiac  hypertrophy  is  at  all  well 
marked.  It  will  be  noticed  in  the  third  analysis  that  the  phosphoric 
acid  is  remarkably  diminished.  Representing  the  condition  of  the 
urine  by  the  method  described  in  my  third  paper,  we  have  in  Case 
6  the  following : 

Normal  =  100. 

Pint  AnalysiB. 

Yolame  of  urine, 40 

Urea,  grammes  per  litre,  .  .  .115 
Phosphoric  acid,  grammes  per  litre,  .  80 
Urea  per  twenty-four  hours,  ...  60 
Phosphoric  acid  per  twenty-four  hours,      36 


Second. 

Third, 

65 

100 

120 

60 

60 

36 

90 

65 

46 

40 
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Comparing  the  phosphoric  acid  with  the  urea,  it  will  be  seen  that 
in  every  case  the  deficiency  in  phosphoric  acid  is  more  marked  than 
that  of  the  urea.  After  making  several  hundred  analyses,  which  I 
shall  report  in  due  time,  I  think  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that 
a  deficiency  in  pJwsphoric  add  is  one  of  the  earliest  signs  of  Bright' s 
disease;  one  which  will  be  found  in  cases  where  knowledge  of  the 
quantity  of  urea  is  of  little  or  no  help  in  making  the  diagnosis. 


A  NEW  SELF-RETAINING  WIRE  NASAL  SPECULUM. 

BT  HOBACB  T.  ITINS,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 

This  little  instrument  is  made  of  a  single  piece  of  German-silver 
wire,  to  the  ends  of  which  are  firmly  soldered,  at  right  angles,  Ger- 
man-silver, non-fenestrated  plates  or  blades.  They  are  slightly  con- 
cave on  their  opposing  surfaces  and  correspondingly  convex  exter- 
nally. The  whole  instrument  is  nickel-plated,  thoroughly  aseptic, 
and  quite  light. 


Although  it  possesses  most  of  the  advantages  of  other  specula,  it 
has  some  individual  points  of  merit.  While  absolutely  self-retain- 
ing, owing  to  a  double  coil  of  the  spring-end  of  the  wire,  its  dilating 
quality  is  very  elastic,  and  yet  so  mild  that  pain  is  almost  never 
noted,  and  inconvenience  is  exceptionally  occasioned.  When  the 
septum  is  very  sensitive,  the  nasal  vestibule  may  be  well  dilated, 
without  causing  pain,  as  the  double  coil  of  wire  permits  moderately 
free  antero-posterior  motion  of  the  blades,  thus  enabling  deep  intro- 
duction of  the  alar  blade,  while  the  septal  one  is  drawn  forward  and 
allowed  to  rest  in  front  of  the  sensitive  area. 

The  grasping  surfaces  are  formed  by  single  coils  of  the  wire  of 
each  side,  so  that  there  is  a  firm  rest  for  the  finger  and  thumb  with- 
out fear  of  the  instrument  turning  in  the  grasp,  and,  as  the  coils  are 
on  the  surface  of  the  instrument  farthest  from  the  patient,  the  mus- 
tache is  not  easily  caught  and  pulled  when  removing  the  instrument 
after  it  has  answered  the  purpose  of  self-retention. 
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GLEANINGS. 


GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

OONDUCTSO  BT 

8.  LILIENTHAL.  M.D..  E.  M.  QRAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENXE  BARTLETT,  M.D.,  W.  W.  VAN  BAUN,  M.D.. 


Dermatitis  FROM  Violet  Water.— Dr.  James  C.  White  has  had  under  his  care 
a  girl  who  presented  a  fine  papular  eruption  of  bright  redness,  sharply  defined  in 
outline,  upon  the  front  of  the  chest.  Two  days  before  she  had  rubbed  the  afiected 
part  with  violet  water,  which  was  found  to  be  a  bright  green  alcoholic  solution  of 
orris  root.  The  root  of  this  European  flag,  iris  Jkirentina,  seems  to  possess  acrid 
properties  similar  to  our  native  iris  versieoloi',  and  may  well  have  been  the  irritating 
principle  in  this  case. — Joum,  of  Outan.  and  Oen*-ur,  ZHs.,  February,  1890. 

A  Contribution  to  the  History  of  Syphilis. — Dr.  B.  Scheube,  of  Leipsici 
calls  attention  in  Virchow's  Arehiv  to  a  Japanese  medical  work  which  was  written 
in  808  A.D.  It  bears  the  title  Dai-do-rui-thin-ho — i.e.,  collection  of  recipes,  arranged 
in  classes,  from  the  period  of  **  Dai-do.''  The  book  is  divided  into  one  hundred 
chapters.  The  first  thirteen  contain  a  list  of  remedies;  but  in  the  remaining 
chapters,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  various  diseases,  Le.,  symptoms  of  disease, 
are  described.  Among  these  is  also  syphilis.  The  places  referrea  to  are  found  in 
the  ninety-fourth  and  ninetv-fifth  chapters. 

The  book  is  written  in  Chinese  characters  in  Yamato  Kotoba,  the  old  language 
of  the  Japanese  nation,  hence  the  work  is  but  imperfectly  understood  by  a  Japanese 
of  the  present  day.  The  signification  of  several  names  of  diseases  was  not  to  be  de- 
termined, although  several  learned  Japanese  authorities  were  consulted. 

The  ninety-fourth  chapter  is  as  follows : 

**  Kata  shine  Kasa" — t.e.,  one-sided  eruption  of  the  femur. 

"At  the  fold  between  the  root  of  the  thigh  and  abdomen,  erythema  and  swelling, 
accompanied  by  violent  pains  and  heat  After  a  few  days  it  passes  on  to  suppura- 
tion, and  opening  ;  much  pus  is  dischai^ed." 

**  Mara  Easa  yami'' — i.e.,  an  eruptive  disease  of  the  penis.  "  At  Uie  beginning  a 
swelling,  painful,  the  size  of  a  millet  seed.  After  several  days  an  ulcer  and  evacua- 
tion of  pus. 

^  Fuse  Kasa"  (?).  "  In  the  vesicle  of  the  eruption  there  is  water  contained ;  this 
appears  especially  during  the  summer.  The  penis  is  very  much  swollen  and  thick- 
ened ;  the  swelling  spreads  over  the  entire  penis,  and  no  opening  can  be  seen  from 
the  outside.    Pus  flows  out  of  the  skin." 

*'  Shiri  mara  Kasa^—ve,  ano-penile  eruption.  "  At  first  the  eruption  is  confined 
to  the  above-named  parts.  Then  ulceration  with  pains ;  after  a  few  days  the  sup- 
puration increases  and  the  glans  falls  off*.  After  this  the  ulceration  gradually 
spreads  posteriorily,  the  penis  falls  off)  and  the  ulceration  passes  over  to  the 
scrotum." 

"Hashiri  Kasa''— i.e.,  running  eruption.  *' The  virus  of  the  penile  or  femoral 
eruption  ascends,  and  a  running  discharge  follows.  Heat  and  rigors  appear,  and 
the  bones  of  the  extremities  are  painful.  After  a  few  months  a  small  eruption, 
painless,  and  with  no  itching,  appears  upon  the  back  and  face.  A  yellowish  fluid 
discharges  therefrom.  A  few  months  later  the  face  becomes  putrefied  and  stinks, 
and  pus  is  discharged." 

To  this  is  annexed  the  ninety-fifth  chapter. 

«*Hone-no  hari-Kasa" — 1.«.,  an  eruption  ''marked  by  bony  swellings.  After 
healing  of  the  penile  eruption  the  joints  pain,  so  that  thev  can  neither  be  extended 
or  flexed.  There  is  general  heat,  then  the  poison  ascends  and  various  bad  symp- 
toms make  their  appearance,  against  which  the  following  recipes  are  to  be  used.'. . . . 
The  bones  become  painful,  the  sick  man  becomes  feverish,  lasting  the  entire  day, 
and  he  cannot  eat.  There  ib  constipation  ;  the  urine  is  red  and  voided  with  diffi- 
cnlty." 
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"  Nondo  fnki  Kasa*' — t.e.,  pharyngeal  eruption.  "  The  remaining  poison  of  the 
penis  ascends,  the  memhrane.  of  the  pharynx  swells,  and  the  sick  man  has  pain. 
AAer  several  days  siipparation  appears,  much  pus  is  discharged,  and  gradual  1/ 
decay  sets  in,  which  does  not  heal  for  several  years." 

**Ana  Kasa'' — i.« ,  pinched-out  eruption,  and  **hi  Kasa"  (?).  "The  remaining 
poison  of  the  penis  ascends  and  destroys  face  or  head.  For  several  decades  there 
IS  no  care  pnmible.  The  poison  yet  remaining  takes  its  seat  in  the  head,  and 
destroys  the  skin,  flesh,  and  bones.  Then  the  ears  are  either  destroyed  or  there  is 
nasal  discharge.  The  nose  falls  off,  blindness  appears  or  the  entire  lower  extrem- 
ity swells  and  pains  for  peveral  years ;  then  they  decay.  The  virus  destroys  the 
entire  body,  or  the  scrotum  is  covered  with  an  eraption.  It  swells  and  decays,  or 
comes  to  (he  formation  of  numerous  holes.  Thereupon  the  entire  surface  of  the 
body  is  destroyed  " 

"  Mimi-no-hi-Kaaa  " — i  ^..  ear  ernption.  **The  remaining  poison  ascends,  and  roar- 
ing in  the  ears,  with  diflScuIt  hearing,  makes  its  appearance.  After  several  months 
violent  pains  appear  and  a  purulent  fluid  flows  from  the  ear.  Then  there  is  no 
more  roaring,  but  the  patient  can  no  longer  hear." 

These  are  the  places  which  refer  to  syphilis  in  Dai-do-rui-ahin-ho,  We  see,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  their  appearance,  the  bubo,  the  chancre,  the  oedema  prepntii, 
the  phagedenic  chancre,  the  exanthemata,  the  bone  and  joint  affections,  the  ulcers 
of  the  fauces,  and  the  grave  tertiary  symptoms  described  in  a  few  words,  and  finally 
the  otorrhcea,  which  hardly  belongs  here. 

The  relation  of  all  these  affections  was  known  to  the  writers,  hence  they  re- 
garded syphilis  as  a  specific  disease.  Whether  they  regarded  it  as  contagious,  espe- 
cially if  transmissible  by  sexual  intercourse,  is  not  to  be  seen,  for  the  Chinese  and 
Japanese  medicines  regard  other  non-contagious  diseases  as  originating  in  especial 
poisons. 

In  addition,  the  names  may  be  added  which  are  now  used  in  Japan  for  syphilis. 
The  scientific  names  are  **Bai-doku" — poison,  and  **So-doku,'*  "so" — eruption. 
The  people  call  this  disease  **Ka8a,"  or  "  Huje."— Joum.  o/ CViton.  orwi  Gfti.-wr. 
Dis^  February,  1890. 

CoRYZA  AND  QuiLLAYA. — Gretschinsky  witnessed  for  years  very  salutary  effects 
in  acute  and  chronic  coryza  by  insnfilation  of  finely  pulverized  root  of  qnillaya  sa- 
ponaria ;  it  suffices  even  to  shake  the  powder  on  a  sac  during  breathing  through  the 
nose.  The  secretion  increases  at  first  and  then  Mops.  Acute  cases  are  cured  in 
one  dav,  chronic  cases  in  three  or  four  days. — AUgem,  Centr.  Medic.  T^ivng^  1, 
1890. 

[The  United  States  Dispensatory  speaks  only  of  the  soap  bark,  whose  powder, 
snufied  into  the  nostrils,  provokes  free  secretion  and  sneezing,  and  misrht  be  used 
as  a  stematory.  The  National  Dispensatory  also  mentions  it  as  a  febrifuge  and 
acting  similarly  to  senega.  On  the  Pacific  coast  it  is  considered  a  favorite  remedy 
among  the  people  in  all  throat  and  bronchial  affections,  and  many  homoeopathic 
families  use  the  tablets  in  the  third  or  sixth  potency  for  the  same  trouble.  It  is 
certainly  a  remedy  which  deserves  proving.] — 8.  L. 

DiPHTHEBiTis  AND  Brewers'  Yeast.— Dr.  Babel  finds  no  remedy  equal  to 
brewers'  yeast,  a  tenspoonful  every  two  hours,  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  and 
where  it  cannot  be  got,  compressed  yeast-cakes  are  a  very  good  sulistitute.  This 
treatment  should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  in  order  that  it  be  prop- 
erlv  tested.— ^%em.  Med,  Centr.  Zeitvng,  1,  1890. 

[The  antizymotic  or  antibacterial  effect  of  brewers*  yeast  is  well  known,  and  in 
enteric  fever  I  do  not  know  any  treatment  which  promises  better  results  from  the 
start,  and  I  never  saw  yet  a  patient  who  not  only  did  not  object,  but  relishes  it 
when  taken  in  water  or  milk. ) — S.  L. 

Trbatment  of  Tetanus  by  Absolute  Rest.— De  Renzi  has,  for  some  time, 
insisted  that  absolute  rest  is  a  most  important  factor  in  the  treatment  of  this  fatiil 
malady.  He  has  cured  four  out  of  five  cases  by  this  method.  The  patients  were 
completely  isolated  in  a  darkened  room  and  their  ears  stopped  ;  all  necessary  man- 
ipulations were  made,  when  possible,  in  the  dark ;  a  liquid  diet  was  given  and 
complete  bodily  rest  insisted  upon  If  they  suffered  violent  pains,  bellaaonna  and 
secale  oomutum  were  administered  internally. — Riv.  Chir.  a  Terapeut  ^  No.  1,  1889. 

Heart-fatlure  Cells — Tn  a  recent  article  in  the  Deutaehes  Archiv  fur  Win. 
Mtd,  (October,  1889),  Professor  Hoffmann  again  calls  attention,  from  a  clinical  stand- 
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point  to  the  significance  of  certain  cells,  to  which  he  has  given  the  above  name,  oocniv 
ring  in  the  sputuni  in  cases  of  brown  indaration  of  the  lung  in  mitral  disease,  myocar- 
ditis, and  pericarditis.  These  cells  are  distingiiittbed  by  their  fiisse,  more  or  lens  oval 
form  and  beautiful  balloon-shaped  nucleus,  but  more  especially  by  containing  yel- 
low and  yellowish -brown  to  brownish-red  and  black  pigment  It  is  not  easy  to  con- 
fuse them  with  other  cells.  They  resemble  in  all  points  the  desquamated  epithe- 
lium of  the  alveoli,  and  are  characterised  by  their  pigment  shading  yellow  to  brown. 
Hoffman  regards  the  "heart-failure  cells''  as  desquamated  alveolar  epithelium,  and 
considers  their  presence  in  the  expectoration  as  a  sign  that  brown  induration  of  the 
lung  is  prei«ent.  Professor  Sommerhardt  refers  their  origin  to  Droliferation  of  alve- 
olar epithelial  cells,  which  swell  up  and  absorb  the  red  blood  corfiuscles  extrava- 
sated  into  the  lumen  of  the  alveoli,  becoming  ultimately  pigmented  by  the  alteration 
of  the  corpuscular  coloring  matter.  Hoffmann  maiutainH,  however,  that  in  the 
lung,  in  heart  failure,  these  cells  are  derived  from  those  under  the  epithelial  cover- 
ing; and,  partly  by  diapedesis,  partly  by  capillary  haemorrhages  into  the  lung  tis- 
sue, obtain  their  pigment.  Whatever  view  may  be  taken  of  the  derivation  of  their 
itigment,  their  significance  as  a  sign  of  heart  failure  does  not  seem  to  be  questioned, 
n  the  Practitioner f  February.  1890,  Lenhartz  considers  that  at  least  the  great  ma- 
jority of  these  pigment-cells  are  more  or  less  altered  leucocytes,  holding  within 
them  bits  of  red -blood  corpuscles.  As,  however,  some  writers  have  met  alveolar 
epithelium  containing  pigment,  he  will  allow  that  some  of  the  pigment-cells  are 
epithelial.  A  natural  objection  to  Lenhartz's  view  is,  that  a  similar  pigmentation 
ought  to  occur  in  croupous  pneumonia,  and  in  the  haemoptysis  of  phthisis.  He 
claims,  however,  that  in  these  last  the  conditions  are  not  so  favorable  as  in  mitral 
incompetence.  Here  we  have  no  transitory  process  limited  in  area,  but  ft  long  con- 
tinued state  of  affairs  favorable  to  diapedesis,  and  rupture  of  vessels  and  unin- 
terrupted action  of  the  leucocytes.  The  practical  outcome  cif  this  minute  inquiry 
is,  that  Lenhartz  agrees  with  floffmann  throughout  in  considering  these  pigment- 
cells  as  characteristic  of  the  lung  of  cardiac  incompetence. — Mediaod  ChronicU. 

Valvular  Disease  of  the  Heart.— At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  London 
Medical  Society,  Dr.  Seymour  Taylor  showed  a  case  of  severe  valvular  disease  of 
the  heart,  occurring  in  a  seamstress  aged  26.  She  presented  all  the  typical  signs  of 
aortic  obstruction  and  regurgitation,  of  mitral  regurgitation,  and  also,  he  thought, 
of  mitral  obstruction.  The  valve  disease  probably  dated  from  two  attacks  of  rheu- 
matic fever ;  the  first,  ten  years  ago,  the  second  occurring  seven  years  ago.  The 
chief  point  of  interest  was,  that  her  physical  signs  outweighed  in  severity  her  symp- 
toms. She  was  still  able  to  go  about  and  follow  light  occupation  ;  and  his  conten- 
tion, from  watching  a  number  of  such  cases,  was  that  the  presence  of  mitral  regur- 
gitation was  rather  beneficial  to  her  than  harmful.  He  had  already  shown  a  series 
of  cases  in  which  double  aortic  disease  alone  existed,  and  compared  them  side  by 
side  with  another  series  in  which  the  aortic  lesions  coexisted  with  mitral  regurgi- 
tation, and  in  all  the  evidence  showed  that  those  cases  with  the  graver  diseai^  had 
more  comfort  and  less  dyspnoea  and  palpitation  than  those  in  whom  the  aortic  lesions 
alone  were  present.  This  he  considered  to  be  due  to  the  mitral  insufficiently  acting 
as  a  safety-valve  to  the  over-distended  ventricle,  and  in  such  cases  he  foimd  hiem- 
optysis  was  a  relief.  Whether,  in  the  case  shown,  the  mitral  regurgitation  was  the 
result  of  the  aortic  disease  and  its  secondary  dilatation  of  the  ventricle,  or  whether 
it  was  due  to  the  same  cause  (acute  rheumatism),  he  could  not  say;  he  believed, 
however,  that  all  the  valves  were  afiTected  bv  the  same  illness.  But,  whether  con- 
temporary with,  or  secondary  to,  the  aortic  disease,  the  effect  was  the  same:  she  had 
now  some  degree  of  comfort  even  with  her  advanced  aortic  disorder.  Dyspnoea  was 
an  early  symptom  in  mitral  disease,  and  a  late  one  in  aortic  regurgitation.  This 
was  suppa<<ed  to  be  due  to  lung  congestion  being  an  earlv  condition  in  the  former, 
and  the  dyspnoea  was  pulmonary.  But  there  was  another  form  of  dyspnoea  which 
was  mainly  cardiac,  and  this,  occurring  early  in  the  history  of  a  case,  was  fre- 
quently found  in  aortic  disea/^e.  Then,  given  mitral  regurgitation,  or  a  safety-valve 
overflow,  this  form  of  dyspnoea  remained  in  abeyance  for  some  considerable  time,  or 
at  least  until  such  a  period  when  the  general  nutrition  of  the  heart-muscle  was 
irretrievably  impaired. — The  Lnincei. 

Scabies  Treated  with  Petroleum.— A  writer  in  the  Revue  Oen.  de  Clinique 
advises  the  .following  treatment  of  scabies :  On  the  first  day  the  patient  anoints 
the  entire  body,  with  the  exception  of  the  head,  with  petroleum,  and  rubs  it  in 
thoroughly 'Over  the  spots  where  the  itch  mites  are  to  be  seen.    He  then  dresses 
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for  the  niffht  and  retires.  The  next  morning  he  wafthes  himself  all  oyer  with  warm 
water  ana  soap,  changes  his  linen,  and  goes  about  his  daily  avocation.  This  pro- 
cess is  repeated  on  the  two  following  nights,  after  which  the  patient  6an  be  dis- 
charged as  cured.  This  treatment  may  be  applied  even  in  persons  of  most  delicate 
akin.  Where  excoriations  or  scabs  exist  from  scratching,  they  will  disappear 
rapidly. 

Two  Cases  of  Intbbtinal  Occlxtbion  Treated  by  Injections  of  SuIiFHuric 
£>rHER. — Clansi  recommends  the  following  treatment  for  intestinal  occlusion :  Ten 
fframmes  of  ether  are  dissolved  in  alcohol,  to  which  three  hundred  grammes  of 
distilled  fennel  water  are  added.  This  mixture  is  then  introduced  into  the  rectum 
as  high  up  as  possible.  The  patient  experiences  a  painful  sensation  of  heat,  and 
immMiately  afterwards  has  eructations  with  the  characteristic  ethereal  odor.  This 
18  soon  followed  by  copious  fecal  stools,  and  the  colic  and  all  the  morbid  manifes- 
tations pass  away.  Ether  excites  increased  perisultic  movements  of  the  intestines, 
and  these  remove  the  occlusion. — BuUet  gen.  de  Tkerap. 

The  Reultiom  Between  Cardiac  Neurosis  and  Affection  of  the  Nasal 
Passages. — Stein,  of  Moscow,  teaches  that  a  more  or  less  developed  hyperplasia 
of  the  turbinated  bodies,  without  symptoms  of  irritation,  but  with  either  temporary 
or  permanent  obstruction  of  the  nasal  passages,  may  cause  in  the  cardiac  region  a 
sensation  of  heaviness,  compression  and  anguish.  We  often  meet  in  these  cases  an 
injection  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  of  the  tip  of  the  nose,  which  can  be  produced  by  a 
mere  touch  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  and  is  followed  by  palpitation,  dim- 
ness, dyspncea  and  heaviness.  In  many  cases  the  lower  turbinated  bodies  are  red- 
dened. One  often  meets  in  these  cases  with  more  or  less  dilatation  of  the  cutaneous 
capillaries  over  the  tip  and  dorsum  of  the  nose  and  of  the  cheeks. — MUneh,  Med, 
Wochenaehr.,  4, 1890.  ' 

Maulrial  Infection. — At  the  Italian  Medical  Congress,  held  in  Rome,  Bac- 
oelli  presented  a  paper  offering  the  following  conclusions :  1.  Malaria  is  an  infect- 
ing agent.  2.  Its  pnysio- pathological  process  consists  in  an  hsmodyscrasia  and  a 
neuro- paralysis.  3.  In  the  biooa  the  red  corpuscles  are  chiefly  affected;  in  the 
nervous  system  the  ganglionic  substance.  Malaria  is  a  pyrogenous  and  not  a 
phlogogenous  process,  and  inflammatory  symptoms  are  only  secondary  manifesta- 
tions. The  parasites  cannot  be  found  in  every  case.  Marchiafava  mentions  that 
the  malarial  parasites  develop  inside  of  the  red-blood  corpuscles,  taking  their 
nourishment  from  the  hemoglobine  and  changing  it  into  melaine.— JftftncA.  Med, 
Woehauchr.,  3, 1890. 
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Atmospheric  Pressure  as  a  Cause  of  Retention  of  the  Placenta.— Rod- 
riquez  explains  a  theory  of  Dr.  P.  Gavilan,  of  Durango,  with  regard  to  certain  cases 
of  retention  of  the  placenta  by  atmospheric  pressure.  He,  in  such  a  case,  having 
introduced  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  found  it  impossible  to  loosen  the  borders  of 
the  placenta ;  so,  with  his  Angers,  he  pierced  the  central  part  of  it,  when  at  once, 
before  he  had  time  to  make  traction^  the  after-birth  lay  loose  in  his  hand.  He 
thinks  that  when  the  edges  of  the  placenta  adbere  too  firmly,  and  traction  is  made 
on  the  cord,  a  vacuum  is  formed  in  the  centre ;  when  the  air  enters,  by  introducing 
the  finger,  the  placenU  is  expelied.—London  Medical  Becorder,  February  20, 1890. 

Varicose  Veins  in  the  Vagina  as  a  (^ause  of  Accidental  Hemorrhage. 
— Mr  R.  C.  Benington  reports  the  case  of  a  woman  who  engaged  him  to  attend  her 
in  confinement,  which  she  expected  to  take  place  about  five  months  later.  During 
her  previous  pregnancy  she  had  frequent  attacks  of  flooding.  A  week  or  so  after 
her  first  interview  with  him,  she  had  a  slight  haemorrhage  without  pain,  the  exact 
nature  of  which  was  not  ascertained  by  a  vaginal  examination.    A  vaginal  exami- 
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nation  made  one  month  later  showed  the  vaipna  to  be  full  of  slnictores  that  felt 
exactly  like  soft,  movable  sausages.  The  labia  were  very  much  enlarged,  and  vari- 
cose veins  were  everywhere  apparent,  and  inside  the  vagina  were  veins  black  and 
tense,  as  large  as  a  forefinger.  Shortly  after  the  examination  was  made,  and  while 
the  patient  was  standing,  a  great  flow  of  blood,  lasting  abont  one  minute,  took  place- 
An  examination  made  within  a  few  minutes  showed  that  the  previous  condition 
had  completely  disappeared.  Two  weeks  later  she  had  another  hspmorrhage  of  the 
same  character  as  before  One  month  later  she  miscarried.  She  made  a  good 
recovery.  -  Jf«i*ca/  Press  and  Oircnlar,  January  15,  1890. 

The  Influence  op  Influenza  on  the  Female  Genitals.— Biemer  and 
Gottschalk  observed  metrorrhagia,  and,  in  a  ca^e  of  menorrhoea,  the  reappearance 
of  the  flow  during  an  attack  of  la  grippe.  The  hemorrhage  set  in  during  the  first 
or  second  day,  and  was  preceded  by  sacral  pains  and  great  urging  to  urinate.  It 
lasted  from  five  to  eight  days,  and  necessitated  hot  injections  and  the  internal  use 
of  hydrastis.  In  all  cases  they  found  a  considerable  swelling  of  the  uterus,  which 
felt  soft  and  flabby ;  its  mucous  membrane  was  sensitive  to  the  touch,  without  any 
roughness  on  its  surface,  and  its  cavity  enlarged.  They  observed  two  cases  of  abor- 
tion as  a  result  of  the  influenza.  In  no  case  could  inflammatory  conditions  of  the 
tubes  or  ovaries  be  found. — CentralblaUf.  Oyndk.y  1,  1890. 

Does  Opium  Pass  Through  the  Mother  to  the  Nursing  Babe  ?— Febrini 
and  Cantee  report  a  case  of  opium-poisoning  in  a  babe  who  nursed  from  a  woman 
who  repeatedly  inserted  cotton  soaked  with  laudanum  into  a  carious  tooth  to  relieve 
toothache.  This  led  to  experiments  with  a  goat.  Morphine  was  injected  subcuta- 
neously,  and  chemical  analysis  demonstrated  the  presence  of  the  alkaloid  in  the 
milk  of  the  animal.  The  clinico-chemical  studies  of  Panzano,  of  Bologna,  led  him 
to  diflereut  results,  though  Taylor,  Schmidt  and  Exlwards  also  report  cases  where 
infants  died  from  doses  of  one-twentieth  to  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain.  Fehling,  on 
the  contrary,  never  observed  such  fatal  issues,  not  even  somnolence,  in  the  Imbe 
when  the  nurse  took  opium.  He  made  six  clinical  experiments  with  twelve  nurses 
and  thirtv  babes,  giving  the  nurses  morphia  and  laudanum  by  the  month  forseveral 
days,  and  never  witnessed  any  deleterious  efiects  of  the  same  on  the  infants.—  Wien 
Medieal  WoeheMckr,,  4,  1890. 

Forceps  AND  THR  After-coming  Head.— William  Qoodell  says:  **The  for- 
ceps is  the  only  proper  aid  in  the  expulsion  of  the  after-coming  head.  The  fingers 
in  the  foetal  mouth  are  useless,  and  there  is  danger  of  breaking  the  jaw.  The  body 
of  the  child  should  be  held  away,  so  that  the  forceps  can  be  applied  to  the  sides  of 
the  head,  the  handles  being  on  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  child's  body. — Archives  of 
Oynaeohgyy  January,  1890. 

Cocaine  in  Labor.— A.  L.  Wagner,  M.D.,  uses  cocaine  in  all  cases,  especially 
when  called  early,  or  when  called  late  if  there  are  reasons  to  believe  that  labor  will 
be  prolonged.  In  those  cases  when  the  membranes  are  prematurely  ruptured,  or 
where  the  os  is  unnaturally  rigid,  the  pain  from  dilatation  of  the  cervix  is  unusually 
severe,  and  labor  is  abnormally  prolonged.  In  these  cases,  as  well  as  in  nonnal 
labors,  cocaine  not  only  annuls  the  pain,  but  it  also  permits  or  causes  a  more  ready 
dilatation  by  paralyzing  the  circular  fibres  of  the  os. 

My  experience  has  been  that,  instead  of  waiting  from  four  to  twenty-four  hours, 
by  the  aid  of  cocaine  the  labors  have  been  about  two  hours  long,  t.e.,  from  the  time 
of  sufiScient  dilatation  of  the  os  to  admit  the  finger,  to  full  dilatation  and  expulsion 
of  the  foetus.  After  full  dilatation  of  the  oe  but  few  pains  are  required  to  exytel  the 
foetus. 

It  not  only  shortens  labor,  but  it  annuls  the  pain  to  such  an  extent  that  the  pa- 
tient, if  in  sharp  pain,  soon  manifests  her  freedom  from  it  by  remarking  that  laoor 
is  not  progressing  as  it  should,  because  she  feels  the  pains  less  energetic.  He  uses 
in  almost  all  cases  cervical  suppoffitories  containing  from  2  to  3|  grains  of  cocaine, 
and  about  one  to  one  and  a  half  hours  apart,  never  using  more  than  two  in  one 
case.  Subcutaneous  injections  into  the  perineum  or  sides  of  perinieuni  are  also 
used.  After  birth,  the  vagina  is  cleared  of  the  cocaine  by  an  antiseptic  douche. — 
Archives  of  OyiuEeology,  January,  1890. 

Lactation  During  Menstruation. — Ever  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates  and 
Galen,  the  belief  has  obtained  that  perfect  lactation  was  inconsistent  with  the  re- 
turn of  the  menses.    In  a  paper  recently  read  before  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of 


1890.]  Gleanings.  261 

Vienna,  bj  Dr.  Schlichter,  the  result  of  this  belief  is  seriously  called  in  question, 
and  there  seems  good  reason  to  conclude  that  the  effect  of  menstruation  on  the  milk 
is  not  neceisarily  detrimental.  The  author  analyzed  a  number  of  samples  of  milk, 
obtained  from  menstruating  nurses,  with  the  tesult  of  showing  that  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  casein  had  undergone  no  diminution.  The  fat  was  variable,  but  no  more 
so  than  in  non- menstruating  nurses,  and  the  maximum  occurred  just  as  often  during 
a  menstnial  period  as  after  or  before.  He  remarked  that,  in  the  cow,  the  advent 
of  the  rat  does  not  produce  any  noteworthy  variations  in  the  quality  of  the  milk. 
Taking  the  results  of  the  analyses  as  a  whole,  it  was  found  the  variations  in  the 
quality  of  the  milk  before,  during  and  after  menstruation  were  not  as  marked  as  in 
milk  drawn  at  different  hours  of  the  day  under  ordinary  circumstances.  An  exami- 
nation of  the  infants,  moreover,  failed  to  demonstrate  any  constitutional  disturbance 
or  failure  of  nutrition,  provided  the  menses  did  not  return  earlier  than  the  sixth 
meek.— Medical  and  Surgical  Repcrier,  February  15, 1890. 

Remote  Results  op  Casteation  fob  Fibeoim  of  the  Uterus.— -Dr.  Wiedow 
reports  sixty-six  cases,  with  five  deaths,  i.e.,  a  mortality  of  7.6  per  cent.  Four  of 
these  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  twenty-four  operations.  In  ortler  to  give  more 
accurate  statistics,  only  those  cases  are  mentioned  which  have  been  under  observa- 
tion three  or  more  years  after  the  operation.  These  number  thirty-seven.  In 
twenty-one  of  them  the  menopause  occurred  immediately  after  the  operation.  In 
fifteen  cases  the  menopause  took  place  with  bloody  discharges  once  or  several  times. 
In  one  case  the  menses  ceased  for  six  months,  and  then  there  were  regular,  weak 
menstrual  periods.  He  is  positive  that  no  portion  of  ovarian  stroma  was  left  behind. 
In  twentv-four  cases  out  of  thirty-three  of  large  fibroids,  the  tumor  disappeared 
completely  ;  eight  tumors  underwent  marked  diminution,  and  only  one  showed  no 
decrease.  In  view  of  these  favorable  results.  Dr.  Wiedow  would  only  extirpate  the 
filtroid  in  pedunculated  sub-serous  or  sub-mucous  tumors,  fibro-cystic  tumors  and 
those  of  extremely  lai^ge  f\fA.—CkfUTaU}laU  Jht  Qyndkologiey  No.  7,  1890. 

Treatment  of  Puerperal  SeptigjBmia  by  Curettino  the  Uterus. — 
Chartier  reports  good  results  as  the  result  of  twenty -six  observations.  It  is  easy  to 
perform  ;  neither  is  narcosis  nor  dilatation  of  the  cervix  necessary.  He  believes 
it  indicated  when  improvement  does  not  follow  intra-uterine  injections,  and  espe- 
cially when  portions  of  the  placenta  remain  in  the  uterus.  Complications,  with 
disease  of  the  appendages  and  peritonitis,  are  contra-indications. — QmtralbUiU  fur 
OynaJeologi€y  No.  7,  1890.  (This  method  of  treatment  is  employed  in  the  wards  of 
Prof.  Karl  Braum  in  Vienna  with  success.  I  found  many  of  the  cases  did  well 
afterward,  but  the  treatment  had  not  been  adopted  in  the  second  division  up  to  the 
time  of  my  last  visit  there  in  August. — G.  R.  8). 

ScA2TzoNT*8  Method  of  Changing  Cranial  Presentations  with  the  For- 
ceps.— Dr.  Aly,  in  presenting  this  subject  before  the  Obstetrical  Society  at  Ham- 
burg, contends  that  abuse  of  the  operation  brought  it  into  dUcredit.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  a  very  valuable  method  was  being  neglected,  and  that  in  using  it 
Scanzoni's  conditions  and  indications  must  be  strictly  observed.  These  are:  1. 
The  operator  must  make  an  exact  diagnosis  of  the  position  of  the  head.  2.  The 
head  must  be  deep  in  the  pelvis  and  be  well  grasp^  by  the  forceps,  with  proper 
respect  to  any  anomaly  of  the  pelvis.  3.  The  mother  or  child  must  be  in  danger. 
This  operation  of  Scansoni  (rotation  of  the  head  with  the  forceps)  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  modem  text-books  or  obstetrical  teaching.  Winckel  does  not  mention  it 
in  his  text-book.  Spiegelber^  warns  against  it.  ^hroeder  advised  wailing  till  the 
head  rotated,  or  extracting  with  the  occiput  posterior.  The  translator  could  men- 
tion many  other  text-books  expressing  similar  opinions.  In  the  discussion  follow- 
ing, Dr.  Lomer  vehemently  opposed  the  use  of  the  forceps  as  an  instrument  for 
rotating  the  head.  He  had  seen  a  healthy  young  woman  lose  her  life  in  consequence 
of  it.  The  very  fact  that  all  modern  obstetrical  teaching  opposed  it  showed  that 
others  had  experienced  similar  results.  When  a  large  head  is  fixed  in  the  pelvis, 
the  amniotic  nuid  having  escaped,  the  head  becomes  moulded  and  conforms  to  the 
shape  of  the  pelvis;  rotation  of  the  head  with  the  forceps,  under  these  conditions, 
will  either  &il  or  be  attended  with  severe  injury  to  the  mother.  If  extracted  with- 
ont  rotation  the  most  severe  maternal  injury  will  be  a  deep  perineal  laceration.  If 
the  h«Ml  be  small  or  the  pelvis  large,  the  head  can  be  brought  down  to  the  floor  of 
the  pelvis  in  the  ordinary  manner  with  the  forceps.  It  will  then  almost  always 
rotate.    If  it  should  foil,  Ritgen's  method  is  to  be  employed.    Prof.  Olshausen  ex- 
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pressed  the  opinion  that  onlj  those  possessing  exceptional  Bkill  should  attempt  the 
method.  He  remarked  that  the  introduction  of  a  single  blade,  and  nsing  it  gentW 
as  a  lever,  was  often  sufficient  to  rotate  the  head. — ChUrcdblaU  fur  QynahoLogU,  No. 
6, 1890. 

Sflittiko  thk  Cebyix  in  Repairing  Cervical  Lacerations.— Dr.  Diihresen 
has  proposed  this  operation,  which  is  performed  by  an  incision  \  cm.  deep  antero- 
posteriorly  over  the  torn  surfaces  on  anterior  and  posterior  lips.  The  two  flaps  are 
neld  apart,  so  that  the  cut  surfaces  of  the  lips  correspond  to  each  other.  Sutures 
are  inserted  in  the  usual  manner. — OmtraiblcUt  JUr  OynakolagUy  No.  4,  1890. 

(No  tissue  is  cut  away,  and  for  this  reason  the  operation  may  be  desirable  in  sec- 
ondary operations  on  the  cervix,  and  where  there  has  been  sloughing  of  tissue  It 
has  the  great  objection  that  no  hypertrophied  glandular,  connective  or  cicatricial 
tissue  is  removed,  which  is  abeolutelv  essential  in  operating  on  man/  cases. — 
G.  B.  S.) 
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BuNDNBBS  FROM  Babtes*  Sore  £te9.—- Reliable  statistics  show  that  at  least  30 
per  cent,  of  ail  the  blindness  in  Europe  and  this  country  is  caused  by  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  Bringing  the  matter  more  home  to  ourselves,  we  find  that  the  census 
of  1880  gave  the  total  number  of  blind  in  the  United  States  as  nearly  50,000.  Of 
these  there  are  at  least  15,000  who  have  been  blind  from  birth,  and  have  been  a 
constant  care  and  expense.  Many  of  them,  it  is  true,  are  still  in  infancy  and  at  an 
age  when  they  would,  under  ordinarv  conditions  of  good  vision,  still  be  a  charge  to 
society  ;  and  there  are  a  \eTy  few  blind  people  who  are  in  some  way  or  other  self- 
supporting.  But,  as  even  more  than  an  ofiset  to  theoe,  are  those  whose  vision,  while 
not  lost,  has  been  seriously  impaired,  and  who  are  thereby  greatly  handicapped  in 
the  work  of  their  lives,  that  have  not  been  reported  in  the  census  under  the  head- 
ing '*  blind.''  Only  those  who  are  totally  blind  are  enumerated  in  the  census  re- 
ports ;  even  very  serious  defects  of  the  senses  are,  I  believe*  not  taken  account  of. 
It  is  then,  I  think,  safe  to  say  that  there  are  15,000  people  in  this  country  who  are 
a  charge  upon  the  community  as  a  result  of  blindness  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 
That  the  latter  statement  is  not  a  chimerical  fancy,  nor  an  optimistic  exaggeration, 
is  readily  seen  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  large  lyin<?-in  hospitals,  where  the 
most  methods  of  prevention  have  been  in  operation.  Take,  for  example,  the  re- 
ports of  the  hospital  at  Leipzig,  under  the  airection  of  Prof.  Crede,  who  was  the 
first  to  use  and  bring  permanently  forward  the  method  now  well  known  by  his 
name.  In  the  years  ^fore  his  preventive  measures  were  used  blennorrhcea  of  the 
conjunctiva  occurred  in  from  7  to  13  per  cent  of  all  the  children  bom  in  the  hos- 
pital. After  the  method  was  put  in  operation  there  was  practically  an  entire  dis- 
appearance of  the  disease,  only  an  occasional  case  showing  itself  as  the  result  of 
some  neglect  on  the  part  oi  an  attendant.  Reports  from  other  hospitals,  in  Berlin, 
Bonn,  Dresden,  Geissen,  Marburg,  and  other  cities,  bear  equally  good  testimony  to 
the  system,  none  of  them  reporting  more  than  0.5  per  cent,  of  cases.  The  method 
of  Crede  is  as  follows:  Immediately  after  the  umbilical  cord  is  tied,  the  face  and 
eyelids  are  wiped  clean  and  dry.  The  lids  are  then  opened,  and  a  drop  ot  a  2-per 
cent,  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  is  dropped  in  from  a  glass  rod  or  by  other  proper 
means.  The  one  application  suffices,  if  properly  made.  This  has  been  considered 
by  some  as  needlessly  heroic,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  the  large  minority  of  cases  a 
solution  of  even  0.5-per  cent,  or  the  use  of  another  and  milder  antiseptic,  or  even 
proper  cleansing  with  water,  would  prevent  the  outbreak  of  the  disease ;  but  for  a 
sure  and  certain  prophylactic  a  2-per  cent,  is  needed.  Housemann's  method  of  a 
thonMigh  cleansing  of  the  maternal  passages  with  antiseptics  before  and  during 
delivery,  is,  of  course,  useful,  but  it  cannot  take  the  place  of  the  prophylactic 
measures  applied  to  the  organ  likely  to  be  affected,  or  perhaps  already  holding  the 
germs  of  disease.  It  is  obvious,  then,  that  our  first  duty  is  to  arouse  our  teachers 
and  writers  on  obstetrics  to  the  necessity  of  instructing  their  pupils  as  to  the  proper 
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care  of  the  eves  of  the  child  from  the  very  instant  of  it»  birth.  Tf  thev  are  not 
wiJling  to  adopt  what  they  may  consider  the  heroic  method  of  Crede,  let  them  at 
least  bd  instructed  to  wash  the  eyes  with  some  antiseptic  solution  and  examine  into 
their  condition  at  each  visit  for  at  least  a  week.  This  would,  at  any  rate,  keep  the 
attention  directed  to  the  eyes,  and  allow  for  the  discovery  of  the  first  manifestation 
of  the  disease,  and  in  time — and  at  the  ouly  time — for  its  most  successful  treats 
ment. 

A  few  words  in  re);^rd  to  the  proper  management  of  the  disease  when  once  it  is 
eet  up:  The  first  and  roost  important  thing  is  cleanliness.  The  eye  should  under 
no  circumstances  be  bandaged.  Free  exit  should  be  given  to  the  discharge,  and  the 
matter  should  be  wiped  off  with  a  sponge,  or  better  still,  absorbent  cotton  dipped 
in  antiseptic  solution,  as  fast  as  it  is  formed.  This,  of  course,  necessitates  constant 
and  unremitting  attendance.  The  eyelids  should  be  opened  as  wide  as  possible, 
and  the  matter  washed  off  the  conjunctiva  of  the  everted  lids  with  a  stream  of  anti- 
eeptic,  or  at  least,  aseptic  liquid,  such  as  a  solution  of  boric  acid,  or  of  sublimate 
1  to  5000,  every  fifteen  minutes,  or  every  hour,  according  to  the  quantity  of  the  dis- 
charge; and  three  times  a  day,  the  conjunctiva,  after  it  has  been  wiped  dry,  shonld 
be  wiped  over  with  a  1-  to  2-per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  by  means  of  a 
camel's-hair  brush.  As  the  swelling  and  discharge  diminish  the  interval  between 
these  applications  Is  to  be  lengthened.  All  cloths,  sponges,  or  cotton  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  eyes  should  be  boiled  or  otherwise  disinfected,  or,  better  still, 
burned;  for  not  the  least  of  the  dangers  of  the  disease  is  the  liability  to  infection  of 
the  eyes  of  the  attendants.  And  for  this  reason,  also,  the  hands  of  those  treating 
or  examining  such  eyes  should  be  carefully  cleansed  and  disinfected  immediately 
afterward  — Dr.  Swan  M.  Bennett,  in  the  Medical  Becordy  February  11,  1890. 

Abscess  of  the  Cornea.— Dr.  H.  F.  Hansell  says  that  the  results  of  clinical 
obeervation  pursued  by  him  during  the  past  year  go  to  show  : 

Fhnt. — That  eserine  is  superior  to  atropine. 

Second. — That  cocaine  is  a  symptomatic  remedy  only,  and  when  long  continued 
is  iniurious. 

Third.— That  the  Saemisch  operation  is  in  most  cases  inferior  to  a  simple  division 
of  the  abscess. 

Two  objections  have  been  raised  against  eserine :  First,  that  the  danger  to  vision, 
on  account  of  the  small  pupil  produced,  is  increased.  This  objection  is  just,  and 
should  be  considered.  Care  must  be  taken  that  the  contraction  of  the  iris  and 
ciliary  muscles  does  as  little  damage  as  possible.  To  guard  against  permanent  closure 
of  the  pupil,  and  constant  spasm  of  accommodation,  instillations  of  eserine  shonld 
be  alternated  with  instillations  of  atropine,  or.  the  former  may  be  used  by  day  and 
the  latter  by  night.  These  two  remedies  are  therapeutically  compatible,  and  when 
employed  in  the  same  case,  with  the  full  understanding  of  their  effects,  they  give 
the  best  results.  If,  however,  the  al)8ces8  threatens  to  destroy  the  vision,  the  possible 
danger  from  posterior  synechiae  and  pupillary  membrane  should  be  risked.  It  is 
then  a  choice  between  two  evils. 

The  second  objection  is,  that  headache  follows  the  use  of  eserine.  This  is  invari- 
ably observed,  yet,  in  his  experience,  it  has  not  proved  a  real  obstacle.  When 
eserine  is  recognized  as  the  cause,  and  explained  to  the  patient,  the  importance  of 
the  headache  vanishes.  The  pain  is  not  intense,  and  subsides  in  from  one  to  two 
hours :  and  when,  exceptionally,  it  interferes  materially  with  the  patient's  well- 
being,  the  strength  of  the  solution  may  be  decreased.  Stronger  solutions  than  two 
grains  to  the  fluid-ounce  are  not  advisable.  As  a  remedy,  cocaine  has  no  place  in 
the  therapeutics  of  the  cornea.  It  is  deservedly  high  in  esteem  as  an  anaesthetic 
for  the  surface  of  the  eye,  and  as  an  aid  to  atropine  and  other  myriatics  in  dilating 
the  pnpils.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  it  destroys  the  anterior  epithelial  surface  of 
the  cornea,  and  this  oocnrs  when  used  in  weak  as  well  as  strong  solutions.  If  the 
applications  are  frequently  repeated  superficial  ulcers  and  opacities  result. 

Operative  treatment  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  be  limited  to  the  divi- 
sion of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  abscess  and  evacuation  of  the  pus.  The  disad- 
vantage of  the  Saemish  incision  is  that  the  anterior  chamber  is  opened,  and  thus 
anterior  synaechiae  or  dislocation  of  the  lens  is  apt  to  result. — Medical  News,  March 
8, 1890. 

Elongation  op  the  Uvula  as  a  Cause  op  Larynoibmus  in  Children.— Dr. 
Alfred  Mantle,  after  reviewing  the  commonly-accepted  sources  of  laryngismus,  de- 
sires to  call  attention  to  yet  another  caase,  which  experience  has  taught  him  ooca- 
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BioDallj  exists.  Was  called  to  see  a  child  eight  weeks  old  and  decidedly  rickety, 
who,  while  being  nursed  upon  its  mother's  lap,  suddenly  stopped  breathing ;  the 
eves  were  fixed  and  directed  upward;  the  conjunctive  were  insensitive  to  touch  ; 
there  was  lividity  of  the  lips  and  face.  A  struggle  for  breath  took  place,  followed 
by  a  shrill  inspiratory  sound,  the  attack  then  suddenly  ending  with  the  child  cry- 
ing.  These  attacks  came  on  often,  both  by  day  and  by  night,  the  mother  stating  that 
she  had  always  to  raise  the  child  up  (quickly  to  prevent  it  suffocating.  Treatment 
applied  for  laryngismus,  due  to  rachitis,  proved  of  no  avail.  Some  time  later, 
an  examination  of  the  throat  showed  a  very  much  thickened  and  elongated  uvula. 
Astringents  having  no  beneficial  effect  on  this  condition,  and  the  child  growing  no 
better,  in  fact,  general  convulsions  and  a  certain  amount  of  exopthalmia  setting  in, 
the  uvula  was  removed  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  slight  attack  on  the  same 
evening,  no  further  spasm  took  place.  While  the  writer  has  never  seen  a  case  in 
which  there  was  so  niuch  thickening  of  the  uvula  as  in  this  one,  he  has  nearly 
always,  in  cases  examined  since,  found  the  soft  palate  considerably  congested,  and 
would  strongly  urge  every  one  to  examine  the  fauces  in  every  case  of  laryngismus. 
—Briliah  Medical  JowmaJ,  February  8,  :1890. 

Atropine  to  the  CJonjuwctiva  Causes  Nasal  Hemorrhages. — A  student, 
et.  17  years,  complained  of  pain  in  the  eyes  and  progresnive  impairment  of  vision 
with  some  photophobia.  Examination  showed  myopia  of  about  9°  in  each  eye,  and 
a  small  posterior  staphyloma.  No  myopia  in  the  family.  In  addition  to  advising 
rest  for  a  few  weeks,  and  the  wearing  of  smoked  glasses,  the  patient  was  directed  te 
drop  into  his  eyes,  twice  daily,  a  weak  solution  of  atropine  snlph.  Two  days  later 
the  patient  complained  that,  after  each  instillation,  he  was  seizea  with  profuse  bleed- 
ing from  the  nose,  which  came  on  at  the  end  of  five  or  ten  minutes  after  the  instil- 
lation, and  lasted  a  quarter  hour.  There  was  no  dryness  of  the  throat  nor  vertigo. 
Suspension  of  the  remedy  resulted  in  cessation  of  the  bleeding,  and  its  reapplica- 
tion  was  followed  by  an  immediate  return  of  the  epistaxis.  A  substitution  of  du- 
boisine  had  no  eflTect,  except  to  lessen  the  severity  of  the  bleeding.  Astringents  to 
the  mucous  membrane  failed  to  arrest,  or  even  lessen  the  haemorrhage.  The  nasal 
cavity  showed  nothing  abnormal. — M.  Reich,  in  the  Arehicei  D'Ophihalmologie, 
Februarv,  1890. 


GENERAL  SURGERY. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

W.  B.  VAN  LENNEP.  M.D.,  assisted  by  CARL  V.  VISCHER,  M.D. 


Internal  Urethrotomt. — Dr.  G.  E.  Brewer  reports  one  hundred  and  twenty 
cases  of  stricture  operated  by  the  method  of  Otis,  with  their  accidents,  complica- 
tions and  results,  and  draws  the  following  conclusions:  (1)  Internal  urethrotomy 
for  strictures  of  the  anterior  urethra  is  a  comparatively  safe  operation ;  (2)  Alarm- 
ing hemorrhages  can  l>e  avoided  or  arrested  by  the  application  of  a  few  well-known 
measures,  notably  retrojections  of  hot  water;  (3)  Subsequent  curvatures  of  the 
penis  are  probably  due  to  extension  of  the  incision  beyond  the  necessary  limits. 
£:irly  erections  tend  to  prevent  such  a  sequela;  (4)  With  the  exception  of  the 
meatus,  the  dividing  of  strictures  in  the  anterior  urethra  on  the  floor  of  the  canal, 
is  dangerous  and  should  be  condemned ;  (5)  The  passage  of  sounds  through  the  deep 
urethra  should  be  avoided  immediately  after  the  operation  ;  (6)  In  the  majority  of 
cases  a  thorough  and  complete  division  of  all  strictures  results  in  a  radical  cure  and 
a  complete  restoration  of  the  canal  to  its  normal  calibre;  (7)  All  attempts  to  pre- 
vent recontraction  in  imperfectly  divided  strictures  by  means  of  gradual  dilatation 
are  useless. — Intematumai  Journal  of  Surgery^  January,  1890. 

Drainage  op  the  Bladder  after  Epicystotomy.— Burckhardt  finds  the 
same  objection  to  the  high  operation  as  a  great  many  other  surgeons,  i.e.,  the  diffi- 
culty of  draining  the  bladder.  A  catheter  d  (kmeure  is  of  no  use  if  the  bladder 
wound  be  left  open,  and  it  cannot  be  relied  on  when  the  wound  has  been  closed.  If 
the  opening  is  allowed  to  heal  by  granulation,  the  patient  is  constantly  in  an  un- 
comfortable condition,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  him  clean  and  dry. 

To  do  away  with  these  inconveniences  the  author  has  for  the  past  five  years  made 
use  of  drainage  by  the  perlnieum.    This  was  first  practiced  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
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tnrr  by  Fr^re  Come,  but  with  another  object,  his  plan  being  to  open  the  bladder 
through  the  periDseum  in  order  to  introduce  the  acmde  d  doardy  and  with  it  open  the 
▼isciis  above  the  pubes.  The  writer  quotes  several  casee  in  which  he  carried  out 
this  procedure  with  good  results.  For  drainage,  he  makes  use  of  a  rubber  tube,  1 
cm.  in  diameter,  with  thick  walls,  the  tube  being  perforated  in  a  couple  of  places, 
and  poshed  up  to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  bladder.  No  openings  are  made  in  the 
tabe  near  the  anterior  wall  or  where  it  passes  through  the  urethra.    To  hold  it  in 

Elace,  a  wire  suture  fastens  it  to  the  perineum.  The  wound  in  the  bladder  is  chised 
y  catgut  and  the  overlying  wound  packed  with  iodoform  gauze.  He  seldom  allows 
the  drainage-tube  to  remain  in  place  over  eight  days.— CbUraZ6/./ttr  Chirttrgie,  No. 
42,  1889. 

Two  Deaths  from  Chloroform  in  Children.— Sherman  reports  the  case  of 
a  boy  of  five  years  who  was  chloroformed  in  the  usual  manner  for  a  slight  operation, 
when,  after  a  few  whifis  of  the  drug,  the  breathing  ceased,  but  was  restored  as  soon 
as  the  annsthetic  was  removed  and  artificial  respiration  practiced.  The  chloroform 
was  again  administered,  when,  after  twenty  or  thirty  respirations,  they  again  ceased. 
The  heart  stopped,  the  face  blanched  and  the  pupils  dilated.  Artificial  respiration 
was  again  tried,  the  child  was  inverted,  stimulants,  such  as  whisky,  ammonia,  digi- 
talis and  nux  vomica  were  given  hypodemiically  ;  hot  and  cold  water  was  alter- 
nately applied  to  the  chest,  and  the  battery  used,  but  nothing  had  the  slightest 
efiect  After  an  hour's  work  the  case  was  given  up  as  hopeless  and  further  efforts 
abandoned.  This  patient  had  been  chloroformed  on  two  previous  occasions,  when 
anaesthesia  was  of  longer  duration  ;  in  this  instance  not  more  than  a  drachm  of  the 
dnig  being  used.  No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  former  administrations. 
The  author  believes  chloroform  to  be  as  dangerous  for  children  as  adulu.  Gibney 
also  re)x>rts  the  case  of  a  child  two  years  of  age  who  was  kept  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform  about  ten  minutes  during  the  tapping  of  a  spina  bifida.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  the  lipe  became  blanched  and  the  pulse  feeble,  when  three  minims  of 
Magendie's  solution  of  morphia  were  given  hypodermically.  The  condition  im- 
proved at  once,  but  the  pulse  soon  became  feeble  again.  Forty  drops  of  brandy 
were  injected,  when  the  patient  ceased  breathing,  and  all  efforts  at  resuscitation, 
such  as  elevating  the  child  by  the  feet,  artificial  respiration,  Faradism,  etc.,  proved 
of  no  avail.  At  the  autopsy  the  heart,  lungs  and  kidneys  were  found  normal.  A 
case  like  that  of  Dr.  Sherman's  was  reported  in  the  Laneet,  September  14,  1889, 
where  the  autopsy  revealed  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart,  liver,  spleen  and  kid- 
neys.—Jfe^/icai  Record,  March  15, 1890. 

The  Choice  of  an  Anjbsthetig. — In  a  recently  published  article  in  the  Brilvth 
Medical  Journal^  Hewitt  draws  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  that  much-neglected 
subject  of  anaesthesia,  and  shows  the  necessity  for  an  intelligent  discrimination  re- 
gaining anaesthetics  in  any  given  case,  in  place  of  always  using  the  same  agent. 
The  following  points  are  to  be  considered  in  every  case  before  choosing  an  anaes- 
thetic :  1  Probable  duration  of  the  narcosis ;  2.  Nature  of  the  operation  and  the 
procedures  involved  in  the  same;  3.  Presence  of  some  pathological  condition  which 
mav  contra-indicate  certain  anaesthetics.  The  author  formulates  the  indications  for 
and  the  oontra-indications  to  the  use  of  nitrons  oxide,  ether,  chloroform  and  the  "A. 
C.  £."  mixture,  giving  the  preference  to  ether  for  general  use,  but  sharply  defining 
the  limitations  for  its  use ;  nitrous  oxide  gas  for  very  brief  operations,  except  in 
very  young  or  very  old  subjects,  or  where  any  respiratory  trouble  exists,  and  also 
as  a  preliminary  to  etherisation.  The  same  contra-indications  apply  to  ether,  which 
also  should  not  be  nsed  when  renal  trouble  is  present  Chloroform  is  preferable  in 
abdominal  work,  and  in  operations  involving  the  upper  air-passages  in  which  the 
actual  cautery  is  employed,  or  when  the  site  of  the  operation  is  such  that  the  con- 
tinuous administration  of  ether  is  made  impossible,  and  the  time  required  is  greater 
than  the  ether  insensibility  would  last  without  fhrther  administration,  or  where  pre- 
liminary tracheotomy  has  been  performed.  Chloroform  diluted  with  alcohol,  or 
the  *'A.  C.  E.''  mixture,  is  to  be  used  where  ether  is  contra-indicated,  but  not  when 
cardiac  disease  is  present,  or  in  cases  of  shock  or  collapse.  Pure  chloroform  is  re- 
garded by  the  writer  witli  wholesome  respect,  and  its  use  limited  to  the  utmost 
extent.  It  is  to  be  giren  during  labor  as  an  anodyne  only.  It  or  the  "A.  C.  E.'' 
mixture  is  preferable  in  cases  of  abdominal  section,  as  it  is  less  likely  to  cause  retch- 
ing after  tne  operation,  thereby  lessening  the  danger  of  secondary  haemorrhage 
from  torn  adhesions,  etc.,  more  than  in  cases  in  which  ether  has  been  employed. — 
New  York  Medical  Journal,  March  8, 1890. 
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The  Fatal  After-effects  of  Chlorofobm. — It  is  well  known  that  chloroform 
18  occasionally  the  cause  of  death  during  an  operation,  but  unfortunately  it  is  not  suf- 
ficiently heeded  in  some  countries.  But  should  the  patient  succumb  a  few  hours 
after  its  administration  the  anaesthetic  usually  escapes  blame,  and  the  cause  of  death 
is  laid  to  shock,  etc  Recently,  however,  the  profession  has  been  awakened  to  the 
fact  that  every  death  following  an  operation  is  not  due  to  haemorrhnge,  peritonitis, 
etc  ,  as  more  careful  observations  in  the  post-mortem  room  have  shown  that  death 
oftentimes  was  due  to  some  disease  of  the  viscera,  which  may  have  existed  prior  to 
the  operation  and  merely  aggravated  by  it,  or,  what  is  not  at  all  unlikely  in  the 
light  of  recent  observations,  the  disease  was  evoked  during  the  operation,  or,  in 
other  words,  by  the  anesthetic  employed.  Coo[)er,  as  early  as  1850,  drew  attention 
to  chloroform  intoxication  following  surgical  procedures.  Not  long  afterward,  Lan- 
genbeck  noted  a  death  seventeen  hours  after  operation,  which  he  attributed  solely 
to  the  narcosis ;  several  others  were  reported  about  the  same  time.  Since  the  ex- 
periments of  Ungar,  Strassmann,  and  Ostertag  (see  Hahnemannian,  March, 
1890)  we  should  be  awakened  to  the  dangers  of  the  indiscriminate  use  of  either 
chloroform  or  ether.  The  latter,  which  is  used  more  extensively  in  this  country, 
although  believed  to  be  less  likely  to  cause  cardiac  paralysis,  its  long-continued  ad- 
ministration may  be  just  as  injurious  in  its  after-effects,  especially  upon  the  kidneys. 
The  practical  point,  however,  is,  do  not  surgeons  of  to-day  display  too  much  conser- 
vatism in  arresting  hemorrhage?  Is  not  too  much  time  consumed  in  saving  a  few 
ounces  of  blood  to  the  patient  while  his  whole  system  is  being  poisoned  by  prolonged 
narcosis  ?  It  is  to  be  feared  that  we  have  been  led  into  an  unsafe  slowness  in  operat- 
ing by  the  sense  of  certainty  that  the  patient's  sensations  are  abolished,  and  that 
we  are  apt  to  forget  that  our  tardiness  may  be  the  means  of  causing  a  rapidly  fatal 
or  chronic  disease  of  the  vital  organs.— ^«o  York  Medical  Journal,  March  15, 1890. 

Operation  for  Prominent  Ears. — Keen  reports  a  case  in  which  the  deformity 
from  prominent  ears  was  relieved  by  the  following  operation  :  An  oval  portion  of 
skin  was  removed  from  the  posterior  surface  of  each  auricle.  A  long  narrow  piece 
of  the  cartilage,  V-shaped,  in  cross-section,  was  then  cut  out.  This  procedure  differs 
from  that  practiced  by  Ely  (1881),  in  that  the  skin  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
auricle  is  left  intact.  The  cartilage  on  one  side  was  united  with  catgut  and  then  the 
skin  ;  on  the  other,  the  skin  alone.  The  result  was  very  satisfactory. — AnnaU  of 
Surgery,  January,  1890. 

Gangrene  of  the  Intestine.— Penrose  calls  attention  to  certain  forms  of  local- 
ized gangrene  of  the  intestine,  in  which  the  typical  treatment  by  excision  or  pre* 
section  is  out  of  the  question.  Such  a  condition  is  found  in  abdominal  suppura- 
tion, which,  by  extension  of  the  inflammation,  has  caused  destruction  or  perfora- 
tion of  the  intestinal  coats.  Pus  may  thus  open  into  one  of  the  loops  of  intestine 
forming  the  abscess  wall.  Again,  the  same  result  may  follow  long-continued  dis- 
tension in  obstruction  of  the  bowels  The  condition  of  such  patients  usually  pre- 
cludes a  prolonged  of aeration,  hence  the  safest  way  in  which  the  diseased  gut  may 
be  left  in  the  abdomen  deserves  consideration.  The  aim  should  be:  (1)  To  place 
the  diseased  intestine  in  a  position  which  will  tend  most  to  favor  its  restoration  to 
health,  and  the  one  most  favorable  for  the  spontaneous  or  operative  closure  of  a 
fistula.  (2)  To  put  off  perforation  or  escape  of  f»ces  until  adhesions  have  taken 
place.  (3)  To  prevent  infection  of  the  sound  peritonaeum.  The  intestine  should 
be  placed  in  a  straight  line,  with  the  gangrenous  portion  facing  the  abdominal  wall 
near  the  line  of  incision.  The  faeces  in  this  way  easily  pass  the  weak  spot;  there 
is  the  minimum  of  pressure,  and  consequently  less  danger  of  perforation,  and  the 
resulting  fistula  tends  to  heal  spontaneously,  or  is  easily  closed  by  operation.  If  a 
perforation  exists  at  the  time  of  operation,  it  is  usually  small ;  the  inflamed  tiasuea 
will  not  hold  the  sutures  necessary  for  closure,  but  the  application  of  an  omental 
graft  will  delay  or  prevent  the  escape  of  faeces.  Openings  into  the  rectum,  some- 
times resulting  from  pyo-salpinx,  cannot  be  closed  by  operation,  but  the  tube  being 
straight,  they  usually  heal  when  the  pelvis  and  the  bowel  are  drained  and  fre- 
quently irrigated.  Three  successful  cases  are  reported,  treated  on  the  above  prin- 
ciples, and  the  author,  in  conclusion,  insists  on  the  following  points  as  essential  for 
success:  (1)  The  bowels  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned  out  before  the  operation. 
(2)  All  obstructions  below  the  gangrenous  spot  should  be  removed.  (3)  The  dis- 
eased portion  should  be  adjusted  in  a  straight  line.  (4)  The  peritoneal  cavity 
should  be  thoroughly  drained  and  frequently  irrigated. — Medical  Neun,  March  15, 
1890. 
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Grafhites  in  Constipation. — Graphites  is  too  much  neglected,  and  it  shows 
itAelf  especially  nseful  for  women  who  are  so  apt  to  neglect  the  calls  of  nature  and 
suffer  in  consequence  thereof,  often  for  years,  from  neurasthesia,  female  weakness, 
hemorrhoids,  and  ii  does  for  women  what  sulphur  does  for  men.  We  meet  here 
GrauvogVs  carbo-nitrogenous  constitution.  Copious  masses  of  mucus  often  accom- 
pany each  defecation,  which  Kafka  considers  the  key-note  for  graphites.  Scanty 
meDTCS,  often  delaying;  even  a  soft  stool  passes  with  difSculty;  a  diminished 
vitality  everywhere,  and  graphites  becomes  our  sheet-anchor,  showing  itnelf  some- 
times by  distended  abdomen  and  flatulency.  Gastro-intestinal  affections  alternate 
with  acne  and  erythema  of  the  face,  herpetic  lesions  or  scrofulous  hypochondriasis 
or  hysteric  melancholia,  sleeplessness  or  disturbed  sleep,  occipital  headache,  with 
tension  and  stiffness  of  nape,  or  violent  semi-lateral  headaches,  are  all  symptoms 
found  under  graphites,  but  at  the  same  time  we  must  not  neglect  dietetic  and 
hygienic  measures. — Dr.  H.  H.  Goullon,  Zeitsehr,  d.  Berlin  Horn,  AerzU,  February, 
1890. 

Remedies  for  Elephantiasis. — Belladonna  is  indicated  at  the  commencement 
of  the  affection  to  combat  lymphangitis,  after  or  conjointly  with  mercury.  AAer 
subsidence  of  this  stage  phosphorus,  silica,  sepia  and  graphites  are  useful.  Dr. 
Burkhard  places  special  confidence  in  silica,  while  Mayiaender  recommends  kali 
chlor.  internally  and  externally.  For  elephantiasis  nostras  Dr.  Burkhard  has  used 
carduns  and  hamamelis  with  very  satisfactorff  results,  and  haM  seen  enormous  legs 
reduced  to  their  natural  size. — Revue  Horn,  ihlge^  October,  1889. 

AuRUM  FOR  Lobs  op  Hair. — Dr.  Burkhard  recommends  awrum  for  loss  of  hair 
following  the  abuse  of  mercury. — Betme  Horn.  Betge^  October.  1889. 

NuPHAR  LuTEA. — Dr.  H.  D.  Champlin  thus  summarizes,  in  a  letter  to  the  March 
HomcBopathie  Recorder,  a  few  points  concerning  nuphar  lutea:  Loss  of  strength  ; 
exce«t*ive  moral  sensibility;  diarrhoea,  yellow,  without  colic  in  the  morning;  in 
evening,  diarrhoea;  there  is  much  flatulence;  chronic  diarrhoea,  stools  watery,  pain- 
less, quite  copious,  yellowish  color,  very  offensive;  frequent,  as  many  as  twelve  in  a 
day;  a  feeling  of  physical  exhaustion  is  constant;  urine  deposits  a  copious  red 
sand ;  skin,  psoriasis. 

Vrrbascum  Thafsus  in  Hemorrhoids. — Dr.  Samuel  A.  Jones  gives  the  fol- 
lowing indications  for  verbascum  in  hiemorrhoids :  Inflamed  and  very  painful 
piles;  scanty  evacuation  of  faeces  in  small,  hard  bits,  like  sheep's  dung,  with  press- 
ing; frequent  or  copious  urination.  This  is  also  a  pain  in  the  belly  that  extends 
deep  down,  causing  a  contraction  of  the  sphincter  and  a  transient  call  to  stool. — 
Homaopatkic  Reoorder,  March. 

Natrum  Sulphuricum  in  Diabetes  — Dr.  Charles  F.  Gk)odel1,  in  the  March 
Medical  and  Surgical  R^eord,  reports  the  prompt  amelioration  following  the  admin- 
istration of  nalrum  sulphuricum  6,  followed  later  by  phoe.  acid  3,  in  a  case  of  dia- 
betes insipidus. 
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Lyoopus  VntoiNicus  as  a  Heart  Remedy.— Dr.  Stanley  Wilde,  in  the  British 
HofMBopathie  World  for  March,  nays  :  I  have  had  Home  satisfactory  experience  with 
lycopus  VirginicuB.    In  one  of  the  worst  cases  I  have  ever  seen  of  pericarditis  com- 

f plicated  with  bronchitis,  where  the  respirations  reached  as  high  as  84  per  minute, 
ycopiis  tincture,  in  one-drop  doses,  was  the  only  medicine  that  gave  any  relief,  the 
usual  remedies  having  been  previously  tried.  The  respirations,  the  fever  and  the 
cough  were  all  markedly  diminished  in  the  course  of  twelve  hours  aAer  commencing 
the  lycopus,  and  the  patient  made  a  perfect  recovery. 

Another  case  was  that  of  a  young  woman,  who,  since  an  attack  of  acute  rheuma- 
tism two  years  previously,  suffered  much  from  palpitation  and  darting  pains  in  the 
cardiac  region.  There  was  a  systolic  bruit  at  the  apex.  Spigelia,  which  usually 
helps  these  symptoms,  failed  in  this  instance,  but  lycopus  ^  soon  produced  an  ameli- 
oration, and,  after  taking  it  for  a  month,  there  was  a  complete  cessation  of  both  pain 
and  palpitation. 

D108COBEA. — The  chief  landmark  is  the  peculiar  pain  embracing  the  umbiHtens, 
the  size  of  a  silver  dollar,  and  from  this  point  the  pains  radiate  in  all  directions. 
Headaches,  neuralgia,  renal  colic,  cystitis,  pains  in  testicles  and  spermatic  cords, 
dysmenorrhcea,  after-pains,  angina  pectoris,  coughs  etc.,  with  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  umbilicus,  yield  kindly  to  this  drug.  There  is  no  remedy  equal  to  this  in  smking 
at  the  pit  of  the  stomach— gone  feeling  in  stomach,  also  with  pyrosis. — Ccdifomia 
Homasopaihf  March. 

ZiNCUM  IN  Diphtheria.— Dr.  Woodward,  says:  "  In  diphtheritis  where  there 
seemed  no  hope  I  have  found  zinc  to  work  like  magic.  It  is  indicated  when  the 
disease,  starting  in  the  pharynx,  goes  down  into  the  larynx,  with  much  infiltration 
of  glands,  great  pallor,  with  very  feeble  and  irregular  pulse,  hands  and  feet  cold, 
and  still  more  definitely  indicated  if  in  addition  there  is  delirium  or  coma,  with 
severe  prostration.*' — Medical  Eroj  March. 

Indications  for  Pulsatilla  and  Kali  Bichromicum  in  Gonorrhceal 
Rheumatism. — Dr.  Schatt,  says:  '*  Pulsatilla  for  gonorrhceal  rheumatism  aggra- 
vated by  warmth,  ameliorated  by  cold  and  pressure;  must  move  about,  no  relief 
from  motion  ;  pains  erratic  Kali  bichromicum,  wandering  rheumatic  pains:  pains 
in  small  spots,  the  size  of  a  ten-cent  piece ;  always  better  from  warmth.'' — Medical 
Era,  March. 

Proving  of  Antipyrin. — Dr.  Cordelia  Williams  sends  to  the  February  North 
American  Journal  of  HomoBopathy  the  following  symptoms  occurring  in  a  patient, 
unmarried,  blonde,  age  twenty-eight.  She  haa  been  feeling  badly  all  day ;  head- 
ache over  left  ear,  on  top  of  hei^  and  through  left  eye.  Dissolved  ten  grains  of 
antipyrin  in  half  a  gill  of  water  and  took  it.  Sat  down  and  happened  to  draw  a 
celluloid  instrument  across  the  upper  teeth  near  the  gums.  Suddenly  a  most 
peculiar  feeling,  like  the  sensation  caused  by  trying  to  eat  during  an  attack  of 
mumps,  followed  the  course  of  the  instrument  across  the  gums,  shot  down  each 
tooth,  then  went  to  lower  gum  and  lip,  thence  under  the  tongue,  down  the  throat, 
over  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  and  down  the  glands  on  the  outside  of  throat.  Sneezed 
violently,  felt  flashes  of  heat,  alternating  with  chills,  and  broke  out  in  a  perspira- 
tion. There  was  a  terrific  pain  in  upper  part  of  stomach,  going  upward.  Head, 
face  and  neck  became  terribly  suflTused,  the  nose  purple  and  swollen,  the  upper  lip 
swollen  and  stiff.  She  thought  she  was  paralyzed  and  dying.  The  ears  itchea, 
tingled  and  bled.  Tingling  and  itching  all  over  the  body;  finally,  white  spots 
appeared  in  red  patches,  became  very  numerous  and  confluent.  The  urticaria  ap- 
peared first  on  abdomen  and  hips,  chest  and  throat;  then  on  arms  and  thighs:  not 
severely  below  knees,  and  lastly  on  fingers  and  toes.  The  anguish  abated  as  the 
urticaria  developed.  Eyes  became  suffused,  and  red  spots  appeared  before  them. 
Felt  drowsy  but  could  not  sleep.  Felt  as  though  she  were  leaving  her  body,  with 
all  sorts  of  confused  ideas;  weak  and  nervous.  The  urticaria  disappeared  in  two 
hours,  and  two  hours  afterwards  the  hands  still  tingled,  and  they  tingled  next  room- 
ing, with  paiu  in  the  right  arm  extending  from  below  the  elbow  to  the  second  and 
third  fingers.  There  was  a  slight,  watery  leucorrhcea.  The  head  was  not  cured, 
but  the  pain  was  rendered  somewhat  easier. 

AURUH  MURIATICUM  IN  SUPERFICIAL  ULCERATION  OF  THE   Ck)RNSA. — Oase  of 

old,  obstinate  superficial  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  with  moderate  photophobia,  red- 
ness and  lachyrmation.    The  patient  had  a  cough,  and  the  general  circulation  was 
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poor;  would  not  react  to  yarious  remedies.  Patient  made  a  rapid  recovery  under 
aurvfii  muriatieum,  3.  Have  fre<)uen(ly  obBerved  favorable  results  from  this  drug  in 
chronic  ulcerations  of  and  limited  infiltrations  into  the  cornea  The  local  symp- 
toms are  not  especially  characteristic.  The  bone  pains  may  be  present,  especially 
with  the  scrofulous  or  syphilitic  dyscrasia.  Mental  depression  always  suggests  the 
drug. — Dr.  Oeorge  S.  Norton,  in  the  North  American  Journal  of  HomoeojxUhy,  Feb- 
ruary. 

Aljjttm  Cepa  in  Ciliabt  Neuralgia. — Dr.  Liebold  first  recommended  this  drug, 
in  five-drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  for  ciliary  ifeiiralgia  occurring  after  cataract-ex- 
traction. 1  have  used  it  in  this  class  of  cases  with  most  favorable  results,  and  have 
extended  its  use  to  other  forms  of  ciliary  neuralgia.  In  a  recent  case  of  irido- 
choroiditis  of  the  right  eye  relief  was  obtained  only  from  allium.  The  inflamma- 
tion began  in  the  iris,  with  usual  symptoms  of  contracted  pupils,  discoloration  of 
iris,  ciliary  injection,  and  considerable  pain,  woree  at  night.  Under  atropine,  the 
pupil  was  kept  dilated  from  the  beginning,  but  the  inflammation  progressed  until 
the  chemosis  became  excessive,  the  eyeball  very  sensitive  to  touch,  the  aqueous 
and  vitreous  humors  so  clouded  that  the  fundus  could  not  be  seen ;  the  vision  was 
lost,  and  the  pain  in  the  eye,  extending  to  the  whole  head,  worse  on  the  right  side, 
and  aggravated  at  night,  became  so  severe  that  he  was  almost  beyond  control.  His 
nerves  wore  completely  shattered  from  pain  and  loss  of  sleep,  and  I  feared  that  the 
eye  was  lost.  AUitim  cepa^  in  five-drop  doses,  was  at  last  given,  with  most  rapid 
relief  from  pain.  It  also  seemed  to  exercise  a  favorable  influence  upon  the  inflam- 
mation, so  that  under  this  drug,  and  rhus  toxicodendron,  the  patient  made  a  rapid 
recovery,  with  complete  restoration  of  virion. — Dr.  George  S.  Norton,  in  the  North 
American  Journal  of  Homceopathy^  February. 

GeI^BEMIUM,  JaBORANDI,  PHY806TIOMA  AND  ESERINE,  IN  SPASM  OF  THE  ACCOM- 
MODATION.— Dr.  George  S.  Norton,  in  the  North  American  Journal  of  Homceopatfiy  for 
Febniary,  relates  the  following  ca.se:  A  young  ladv,  about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
bad  mvopia,  1.25  D.  in  right  eye,  1  D.  left  eye,  with  frequent  severe  headache  on 
one  side  or  the  other  upon  any  use  of  the  eyes.  Under  gelsemium  the  headaches 
were  relieved,  and  the  myopia  diminished  to  0.75  D.  right  eye,  0.25  D.  in  left  eye. 
Similar  results  have  been  obtained  in  other  cases.  Dr.  A.  C.  Feterson,  in  the  0.  O. 
and  L.  Journal^  first  suggested  its  use.  Jaborandi  is,  I  believe,  more  often  indi- 
cated in  spasm  of  the  accommodation  than  gelsemium.  In  the  former  we  have, 
with  the  spasm  of  the  ciliary  muscle,  a  twitching  of  the  lids  but  not  the  headache, 
which  is  usually  present  when  gelsemium  is  called  for.  Physostignia  and  eserine 
are  very  similar  in  their  action  to  jaborandi,  and  it  is  often  impossible  to  difieren- 
tiate  them. 

Oelbemium  in  Headache,  with  Irreqular  Action  of  the  Ocular 
MuscLE!(. — £yes  tire  upon  reading  or  using  in  near  vision  ;  often  with  pains  in  and 
around  eyes.  Accompanying  the  asthenopic  symptoms,  there  will  usually  be  more  or 
less  dull  headache  over  eyes,  to  vertex  and  in  occiput,  worse  upon  the  right  side.  These 
symptoms  have  been  verified  in  a  large  number  of  cases.  Onosmodium  is  very  simi- 
lar in  its  action  to  gelsemium,  except  that  the  former  is  more  often  required  when 
the  symptoms  are  more  pronounced  in  and  around  the  left  eye,  and  in  the  left  side 
of  the  occiput,  and  frequently  accompanied  with  vertigo. — Dr.  George  S.  Norton, 
North  American  Journal  (^  Homaopathy^  February. 

A  PossiBu:  Remedy  in  Angina  Pectoris.— Immediately  afier  being  stung  by  a 
scorpion,  the  individual  has  an  intensely-acute  pain  in  the  heart.  The  poinon  ought 
therefore,  if  potentized,  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  in  angina  pectoris. — North  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Homaopaihy,  February. 

Chamomella  in  Hepatic  Colic. — Dr.  Terry  has  frequently  ased  chamomilla 
with  success  in  hepatic  colic.  The  French  physicians  u^e  it  greatly  in  rheuma- 
tism when  the  neuralgic  element  predominates. — North  American  Journal  of  Ho- 
maopathjff  February. 

Cotoin  in  Diarrhosa. — Dr.  Terry's  indications  forcotoin  in  diarrhoea  are  pain- 
less stiiols.  followed  by  tenesmus,  the  stools  being  bilious  in  character.  He  has 
cured  with  it  in  the  third  trituration,  when  croton  tiglium  failed  in  this  trouble. — 
North  American  Journal  of  Homoeofpalhy^  February. 
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Indications  fob  Tabacum  in  Meniere's  Disease.— Labyrinthine  vertigo,  with 
feeling  as  if  sea-sick. — Dr.  Terrji  in  the  North  Ameriottn  Jowmal  of  Homaoopathjfj 
February. 

Indications  fob  Tabacuh  in  Sea-si CKNE88.-^Heat  along  the  spine,  from  the 
nape  of  the  neck  down,  cold  perspiration,  then  vomiting. — Dr.  Terry,  North  Ameri- 
can Jaumcd  of  Homoeopathy^  February. 

Geubemium  and  Ionatia  in  Affections  of  Ciqar-Makebs.— Dr.  Terry,  who 
has  been  practicing  for  twelve  years  in  Cuba  says  that  impotence,  palpitation,  and 
dyspepsia,  with  pyrosis  are  frequently  observed.  The  best  remedies  are  gelsemium 
for  the  neurotic  symptoms  and  ignatia  for  the  gastric  ones. — North  American  Journal 
of  Homaopathy,  January. 

Remedies  in  Syrinoomtelia  and  Otheb  Nebvous  DiSEASES.—Dr.  Samael 
Lilienthal,  in  the  February  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  in  a  translation 
of  an  article  on**  Syringomyelia,''  by  Charcot,  remarks  upon  the  dearth  of  old-school 
therapeutics  fur  the  disease,  and  suggests  a  study  of  the  following  drugs: 

Arnica  is  our  chief  absorbent.  We  read  in  its  pathogenesis  much  of  faulty  nutri- 
tion ;  fibrillary  twitchings;  intermittent  tearing  in  almost  every  part,  esjiecially  in 
limbs;  mostly  rining  from  below  upwards;  tendency  to  degeneration  of  tissues; 
pain  in  last  cervical  vertebra  on  bending,  with  tension  ;  twitching  pains  from  left 
shoulder  to  middle  finger;  arm  weary,  as  if  bruised  ;  weakness  of  the  cervical  muscles, 
they  do  not  support  the  head ;  ends  of  fingers  cold,  heaviness  in  limbs ;  acudatiom  in 
brain  and  spine. 

Argentum  Nitriaan. — Paralysis  from  spinal  affections,  with  great  exhaustion  and 
restlessness ;  mental  depression,  without  desire  to  do  anything ;  paralytic  drawing 
pains  in  arms,  which  feel  heavy ;  numbness  of  finger  tips ;  debility  and  weakness  of 
lower  limbs,  with  sick  feeling,  dread  of  work,  drowsiness,  chilliness  and  sickly 
appearance ;  emaciation,  with  paralytic  weakness  ;  incipient  paralysis. 

.^Jeculus  HippocoBtanum. — Lameness  and  weariness  in  neck;  aching  between 
shoulder  blades ;  spine  feels  weak ;  backache  in  cervical,  lumbar  and  sacral  regions, 
and  from  motion  ;  aching  and  sensation  in  left  acromion-process,  with  shooting  down 
the  arms  ;  arms  and  hands  numb  as  if  paralyzed ;  cracking  of  the  skin  of  the  hands ; 
formication. 

Arsenicum  Album. — Progressive  musadar  atrophy  ;  violent  neuralgic  tearing  pains 
in  upper  and  lower  extremities;  formication  along  spine,  paralytic  feeling  in  upper 
limbs;  hands  and  lower  forearm  hard  ;  vesicles  filled  with  blood  on  tips  of  fingers; 
ulcers  and  scabs  under  nails ;  nails  discolored  ;  heaviness  of  limbs ;  exhaustion  from 
slightest  exertion  ;  emaciation,  skin  of  legs  cold  and  flaccid. 

CaLcarea  Osfrearum.— Spinal  paralysis ;  rheumatic  pains  in  upper  cervical  verte- 
bra, with  stifiTness  of  neck;  scoliosis;  muscular  atrophy,  with  painful  aching  of 
muscles  of  shoulders  and  arms,  and  weariness,  as  if  paralyzed;  painful  nodules  on 
fingers ;  boils  and  rhagades  on  hands  and  fingers ;  marasmus,  with  glandular  swell- 
ings of  scrofulous  subjects ;  leucophlegmasia. 

CSiprum. — Motor  paralysis,  with  atrophy  and  contractions,  ascending  from  peri- 
phery to  centre;  spinal  irritation,  with  violent  paroxysmal  pain  and  extreme  sensi- 
tiveness of  whole  spine^ 

Graphites. — Numbness  and  dead  coldness  of  the  fingers  and  arms;  smarting,  cut- 
ting as  from  an  ulcer  in  lower  cervical  vertebra ;  emaciation  without  visible  cause ; 
paralyzed  sensation  in  upper  and  lower  extremities;  chronic  eczema;  finger  and 
toe-nails  rough  and  discolored. 

Lathynis. — Motor  paresis,  with  tremulous,  tottering  gait,  with  great  emaciation  ; 
tendon  reflexes  exaggerated  ;  neither  pain  nor  atrophy. 

Nvx  Vomica. — Multiple  sclerosis ;  spinal  irritation,  with  loss  of  power  in  ex- 
tremities ;  formication  along  spine ;  parts  cold,  numb,  emaciated ;  paresis  of  aruis, 
with  violent  jerks  as  if  the  blood  would  start  out  of  the  veins. 

Oxalic  Acid. — Sclerosis  of  p<»sterior  cH)lumn,  pains  shooting  down  from  cord  to 
lower  extremities ;  ierking  pains,  confined  to  small  spots;  extremities  livid  and 
cold  ;  nails  dark  and  fingers  contracted;  petechia?;  reflexes  increased. 

Phosphorus. — Progressive  spinal  paralysis,  with  partial  contraction  of  the  aflected 
muscles;  formication  and  tearing  in  limbs;  anaesthesia;  spinal  irritation,  with 
burning  pains  between  the  shoulders;  scoliosis  from  caries  of  the  vertebrae;  nails 
hard  and  dry;  weakness  and  heaviness  of  the  head  and  feet,  finally  paralysis; 
ulcerd  that  will  not  heal  about  the  nails. 
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Pkyfottiffma. — Excetsive  spinal  congeetiOD,  intellect  remaining  normal ;  pain  in 
nape,  reaching  to  first  dorsal  vertebra ;  weakness  in  whole  spine,  with  inability  to 
stand  erect:  neuralgic  stitches  in  muscles  of  the  arms  and  legs;  crampy  pain^  in 
hands ;  sudden  jerking  of  limbs  when  going  off  to  sleep. 

Picric  Acid, — Degeneration  of  the  spinal  cord ;  tirea  feeling  on  least  exertion, 
with  indifference  to  anything  around  him;  bereft  of  will-power;  disposition  to 
boils,  showing  degeneration  of  blood. 

Ptutnbwn. — Cerebro-spinal  teleroBls,  hence  progreaeive  muaeular  atrophy  (a  necessary 
sequela  of  gliomatosisj ;  wrist-drop;  extensors  more  affected  than  flexors;  emacia- 
tion; trembling  of  hands  and  feet;  backs  of  hands  blue*  clammy,  infiltrated  ;  nails 
bluish-gray ;  intense  reflex  excitability ;  hyperasthesia  ;  vesicles ;  boils ;  gangrene. 

SeeaU  Comutum. — Anaslhetia  and  paraiyaia;  epileptiform  spasms ;  burning  inside 
and  icy-cold  objectively ;  numbness  and  crawling  in  upper  and  lower  extremities, 
with  tendency  to  gangrene. 

i&'f/tea.— Mai  nutrition,  herpetism,  with  tendency  to  suppuration  ;  emaciation,  with 
pale,  suffering  expression  ;  stiffness  of  nape,  with  headache  and  chilliness ;  nails 
gray,  dirty,  nplitting  in  pieces;  paralysis  of  hands,  with  atrophy  and  numbness  of 
fingers  ;  feluns  and  glandular  swellings. 

iMpAttr.— Paralysis,  resting  on  a  material  basis ;  general  weakness  of  spine,  which 
is  tender  to  pressure,  so  that  he  walks  stooping ;  hysteria,  with  jerkings  and  con- 
vulsions ;  emaciation  ;  bruised  pain  and  tension  in  nape  of  neck,  paralytic  sensa- 
tion in  nape  ;  painful  drawing  in  nerves,  extending  to  wrists ;  cold  hands  and  feet ; 
or  heat  of  the  palms  and  soles  at  night. 

Tabaeum. — Morbid  feeling  in  ditierent  parts  of  spine ;  if  in  cervical  or  cervico- 
dorsal  region,  depression  and  paralyzed  sensation  of  forearm  and  hands,  with  com- 
pression of  manubrium  stemi ;  hands  seem  paralyzed  and  cold  ;  formication. 

NuPHAR  Ltttea  in  Sevinal  Emissions  and  Sexual  Weaknbbs.— "Dr. 
Petis,  who  proved  the  remedy,  reports  a  number  of  clinical  cases  where  he  employed 
nuphar.  One  of  these  was  '  a  patient  convalescing  from  typhoid  fever,  whose 
feeble  state  was  aggravated  bv  nocturnal  emissions.'  Thef^e  gradually  diminished 
and  disap{)eared  under  a  few  doses  of  nupAor  6,  for  several  eveningf^.  Another  case 
reported  was  that  of  a  man  who  for  nine  years  had  suffered  from  involuntary  seminal 
losses  during  sleep,  at  stool  and  when  urinating ;  he  was  pale  and  languid  ;  he  took 
nuphar  (strength  not  stated)  two  doses  a  day,  for  thirty  days.  '  His  paleness  di- 
minished, his  general  weakness  disappeared  by  degrees,  and  his  digestive  functions 
took  a  new  start;  at  the  same  time  the  pollutions  ceased,  erections  came  on,  ac- 
companied by  a  decided  propensity  for  the  generative  act,  and  before  the  thirtieth 
day  of  the  treatment  he  was  able  to  satisfy  it  with  success  and  without  fatigue.' " 
— HomcBopaihie  Recorder,  January. 

Nufhab  Ltjtea  IK  the  Sextjax  Sphere. — "  This  old  remedy,  the  yellow 
pond  lily,  is  worth  considering  with  reference  to  its  action  on  the  sexual  organs. 
It  is  claimed  for  nuphar,  by  the  eclectics,  that  it  allays  abnormal  sexual  excite- 
ment and  irritation,  is  valuable  in  sfiermatorrhoea,  and,  in  strong  doses,  controls 
satyriasis  and  nymphomania,  and  will  often  cure  prostatorrhoea  after  other  reme- 
dies have  failed." — IlomoBopathic  Recorder,  J Annnry, 

Chrysophanio  Acid. — A  very  interesting  paper  on  this  drug  was  read  before 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  Chrvsophanic  acid  is  an  extract  of  goa 
powder,  a  substance  found  in  the  wood  of  a  Brazilian  tree,  and  long  used  in  South 
America  for  skin  diseases.  A  professional  friend  of  Dr.  Beebe,  who  was  troubled 
with  marginal  blepharitis,  while  preparing  some  of  this  drug  for  external  use— one 
part  to  ten  of  vaseline — applied  a  little  to  his  eyelid.  The  effect  was  immediate : 
**  Marked  conjunctival  inflammation  of  the  globe  and  lid,  contraction  of  the  pupils, 
with  intense  photophobia,  the  least  ray  of  light  producing  great  pain,  which  was  in- 
tensified by  a  throbbing  sensation,  synchronous  with  the  action  of  the  heart ;  this  was 
aooompanied  by  phosphorescent  flashes  of  light,  like  that  from  the  application  of  a 
galvanic  current.  On  forcing  the  eye  to  look  at  objects  in  the  darkened  room,  reti- 
nal impressions  of  them  were  left  or  retained  for  some  time  after  closing  them. 
There  was  swelling  of  the  lids  and  irritation  of  the  skin  about  the  eyes."  This 
continued  about  a  week,  after  which  there  was  a  marked  improvement,  and  another 
and  milder  application  effected  a  complete  cure. 

The  remedy  seems  beet  adapted  to  that  variety  of  the  disease  known  as  blephari- 
tis ciliaris,  and  should  not  be  used  in  greater  strength  than  one  part  of  the  powder 
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to  a  thousand  of  vaaeline,  for  fear  of  aggravations.  It  is  not,  however,  in  afiections 
of  the  lids  that  the  doctor  has  been  mont  pleased  with  its  action,  or  where  it  prom- 
ises to  be  of  the  greatest  service.  The  array  of  symptoms  brought  out  by  the  prov- 
ing, gives  us  a  most  complete  picture  of  retinal  asthenopia,  or,  as  Gr»fe  called  it, 
retinal  hyperaesthesia,  a  condition  which  is  difficult  to  cure,  and  for  which  we  have 
but  a  limited  number  of  remedies.  In  its  action  upon  the  retina,  iris  and  ciliary 
body,  it  is  an  analogue  of  physostigma  and  pilocarpinum,  and  should  prove  of  equal 
value  in  affections  implicating  those  structures,  when  its  sphere  of  action  shall  have 
been  clearly  defined  by  thorough  provings.  It  will,  undoubtedly,  prove  of  greater 
value  when  administered  internally,  and  used  as  a  coUyrium  in  overtaxed  eyes, 
than  as  a  myotic,  as  its  action  is  too  violent  when  used  in  sufficient  doses  to  produce 
its  characteristic  effect  upon  the  pupil.  I  have  given  internally  in  the  third  deci- 
mal in  photophobia,  attending  scrofulous  ophthalmia,  trachoma,  keratitis  and  iritis 
with  seeming  good  effect,  but  I  believe  it  more  applicable  to  those  of  retinal  asthe- 
nopia, which  are  caused  by  undue  irritation  of  the  ciliary  system  from  straining  the 
eyes,  either  by  an  intense  or  insufficient  illumination. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Norton  said :  **  I  have  used  chrysophanic  acid  with  sufcees  not  only 
in  blepharitis  but  also  in  conjunctivitis  and  keratitis  of  the  phlyctenular  variety.  I 
have  also  used  it  in  cases  of  eczematous  conditions  behind  the  ears.  I  use  it  locally 
as  well  as  internally.  I  have  not  found  any  aggravation  from  its  local  use,  and  I 
have  employed  an  ointment  of  the  strength  of  eight  grains  to  the  ounce/' — HomoBO- 
palkic  BecordeTj  January. 

The  Cough  of  Bromine. — In  bromine  there  is  a  loose,  rattling  breathing,  and 
it  seems  as  if  the  next  cough  would  bring  up  a  quantity  of  mucus,  but  when  the 
cough  comes  it  is  dry  and  hard.  This  is  a  symptom  which  I  have  verified  repeat- 
edly, especially  in  croup,  also  in  diphtheria,  when  the  membrane  is  breaking  up. 
There  is  a  cool,  sweaty  skin  and  no  fever.  In  this  I  am  somewhat  at  variance  with 
some  of  your  text>books. — Dr.  Allen,  Chironian,  January. 

Babyta  Muriatic  a.— I  do  not  know  that  the  action  of  baryta  mnriatica  is 
thoroughly  known  among  surgeons.  Were  a  man  to  come  into  my  office  with  fibroid 
degenerations  of  the  walls  of  the  arteries  and  danger  of  aneurism  forming,  or,  if 
an  aneurism  had  already  developed,  I  would  put  that  patient  on  baryta  muriatica 
to  check  the  general  degenerative  process,  and  with  a  good  chanee  of  curing  the 
existing  tumor. — Dr.  Allt^n,  Chironiarij  January. 

Belladonna,  Chamomilla  and  Cicuta  in  Convulsions.— Dr.  Moffat  says 
three  remedies  meet  most  cases  of  convulsions:  Belladonna,  where  the  convulsion 
comes  without  warning,  or  it  may  be  preceded  by  jumping  and  starting  in  sleep. 
Chamomilla,  where  it  follows  a  passionate  outburst  of  rage.  Cicuta,  in  frequently 
recurring  convulsions,  opisthotonos,  pale  face,  dark  rings  around  the  eyes,  and 
cerebral  anaemia.— CAironian,  January. 

Valerianate  of  Zinc  in  Hysteria.— Farrington  says  of  this  dnig  that  he 
does  not  remember  to  have  failed  to  cure  in  a  single  instance  what  has  been  gen- 
erally termed  the  fidgets  in  hysterical  and  nervous  persons.  They  cannot  keep  still, 
or  they  must  keep  the  legs  in  constant  motion. — Journal  of  ObUeiricat  January. 

Valeriana  and  its  Congeners  in  Hysteria.— The  January  Jbumoi  of  Ob- 
8tetrie8  says  that  Dr.  Farrington  wrote  a  valuable  summary  of  the  comparative  indi- 
cations of  Valeriana  Knd  those  medicines  which  approach  that  drug  closely  in  their 
relationship  to  hysteria. 

Monchus. — Excited,  scolding,  fainting  ;  coldness;  spasm  of  glottis  and  lungs. 

Oastoreum. — Exhausted,  pains  better  from  pressure ;  menstrual  colic  with  pallor 
and  cold  sweat. 

Nuz  MoscKata. — Errors  of  perception,  drowsy;  faints;  enormous  tympany;  op- 
pression of  heart  to  throat ;  skin  cool. 

Valeriana. — Nerves  irritated ;  cannot  keep  still ;  tearings,  cramps,  better  when 
moving;  taste  of  tallow  or  slimy. 

AaafoUida. — Reverse  peristalsis,  rancid  eructations,  offensive  flatus ;  tightness  of 
the  chest;  checked  discharge. 

Magnesia  muriatica. — Faints  at  dinner,  relief  from  eructations;  head  better  from 
pressure  and  wrapping  up;  palpitation,  better  on  moving  about ;  stools  crumble. 

Petroi  bum  in  Eczema.— Dr.  Walton  advises  petroleum  30x  for  eczema  about 
the  perineeum  and  inner  sides  of  thighs  with  constant  desire  to  scratch. — Medical 
Ei-a^  January. 
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MEDICINAL  TREATMENT  IN  CASES  OF  OBSTINATE  VOMITING  OF 

PREGNANCY. 

BY  DR.  PIERRE  J0U88ET,  PARIS,  FRANCE. 
(Translated  firom  L'Art  Medical  by  8.  Lilientbal,  M.D.,  San  Francieco,  Cal.) 

The  various  uterine  lesious  that  are  credited  with  being  the  cause 
of  obstinate  vomiting  during  pregnancy  often  exist  in  patients  who 
have  no  vomiting,  so  we  must  believe  them  to  be  coincident  com- 
plications, and  not  the  cause  of  the  disease.  For  this  reason  I  do  not 
favor  local  treatment  of  these  cases,  but  rely  upon  medicinal  treat- 
ment. Here,  as  in  any  other  disease,  strict  individualization  is 
necessary,  as  its  neglect  will  lead  to  failure. 

Nux  vomica  is  preferable  when  the  vomiting  occurs  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  is  associated  with  obstinate  constipation.  The  patient 
vomits  very  sour  mucus  with  bile,  accompanied  by  excessive  pains 
in  the  epigastrium,  by  gastralgia,  worse  by  motion,  and  relieved  by 
the  horizontal  posture.  The  patient  never  vomits  her  food.  The 
more  severe  the  pain,  the  higher  should  be  the  potency  employed. 
As  individual  susceptibility  varies  considerably,  there  may  be  cases 
in  which  one  must  resort  to  the  mother  tincture. 

Ipecacuanha  is  called  for  when  nausea  predominates,  and  saliva- 
tion is  continuous.  The  patient  vomits  her  food  ;  though  she  may 
complain  of  constipation,  she  more  often  defecates  easily,  or  even 
has  diarrhoea.  The  first  trituration  is  the  preparation  I  would ^ 
recommend. 

Under  ferrum  the  vomiting  of  food  takes  place  immediately  after 
eating  it,  and  is  associated  with  copious  mucus  vomiting,  particularly 
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ID  the  moroing  before  breakfast;  there  are  also  pharyngeal  spasms 
and  pyrosis. 

The  puhcUUla  patient  has  continued  nausea  with  disgust  for  fat 
and  abhorrence  of  drinks.  She  has  great  desire  for  acids;  vomits 
bitter  or  sour  mucus,  especially  at  night,  or  the  food  taken  some 
time  preceding.  She  always  complains  of  chilliness.  Both  this 
remedy  and  the  preceding  one  I  should  advise  in  from  the  sixth  to 
the  twelfth  dilutions. 

lodium  is  indicated  when  the  vomiting  is  incessant,  the  vomited 
matters  consisting  of  food  and  bile.  There  is  gastralgia,  the  pains 
being  of  a  lancinating,  throbbing  or  burning  character.  There  are 
also  habitual  salivation,  constipation  or  diarrhoea,  emaciation,  jaun- 
dice.    The  old  school  use  this  drug  in  the  form  of  the  tincture. 

Kreasote  has  nausea  with  salivation,  and  chills  all  over  the  body. 
The  vomiting  occurs  before  breakfast,  the  matters  ejected  consisting 
of  water  and  slime;  thirst  and  cold  hands.  The  lower  dilutions 
should  be  used. 

Arsenicum  is  called  for  in  advanced  cases  when  the  vomited 
matters  consist  of  bilious  green  or  brown  matter.  The  vomiting  is 
renewed  by  the  smallest  quantity  of  food  or  drink,  and  by  the 
slightest  movement.  There  are  excessive  sensitiveness  at  the  pit  of 
the  stomach  with  burning  pains  rising  up  into  the  oesophagus, 
anguish,  agitation,  dry  tongue,  feeble  and  small  pulse,  prostration, 
sticky  sweat,  short  chills  and  rapid  emaciation.  From  the  sixth  to 
the  twelfth  triturations. 

Veraii-um  album  has  violent  vomiting  accompanied  by  thirst, 
chilliness  and  chills;  great  anxiety  and  violent  pain  in  the  epigas- 
trium with  sensation  of  oppression  renewed  by  taking  food  or  drink, 
followed  by  cold  sweat  and  fainting;  continual  nausea  between  the 
intervals  of  vomiting,  with  free  flow  of  saliva  and  strong  craving 
for  food.     It  may  be  used  from  the  tincture  to  the  sixth  dilution. 

Plumbum  is  indicated  for  extremely  violent,  continuous  vomiting 
of  sticky  mucus,  resembling  the  white  of  an  egg,  sometimes  thrown 
off  alone  or  mixed  with  the  food;  obstinate  constipation  with  colic 
relieved  by  pressure;  jaundice.  Opium  supports  the  action  of  lead, 
so  that  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using  plumbum  30  in  alternation 
with  opium  6.     It  is  better  to  give  these  remedies  dry  on  the  tongue. 

After  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia  vomiting  sometimes  sets 
in,  so  this  drug  may  be  thought  of  in  the  constant  nausea  with  ex- 
cessive malaise,  fainting  cold  sweat,  complete  moral  and  physical 
prostration,  reminding  one  very  much  of  sea-sickness.      The  drug 
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should  be  adminietered  in  the  form  of  injection^  one  or  two  milli- 
grammes twice  daily.  Even  this  small  dose  may  cause  an  aggrava- 
tion, in  which  case  it  must  be  still  further  reduced.  In  case  of 
amelioration  of  the  symptoms  it  should  be  discontinued. 

In  particular  cases  graphites,  belladonna,  aconite,  sepia,  cocculus, 
lachesis,  platina,  or  staphysagria  may  be  indicated.  In  many  ob- 
stinate cases  it  is  more  advisable  to  change  the  dose  than  the  remedy, 
or  even  to  suspend  medication  for  several  days  at  a  time.  The 
latter  course  may  be  followed  by  decided  improvement. 

Dietetic  precautions  must  be  observed.  Solid  food  must  be  strictly 
forbidden,  and  liquids  only  taken  in  minimum  doses,  as  diluted  milk, 
mild  beef  tea  or  chicken  broth,  changing  about  from  one  to  the  other  ; 
a  teaspoonful  every  half  hour.  She  may  drink  Vichy- water  or  take 
pellets  of  ice  five  or  six  times  during  the  day.  Gradually  the  quan- 
tity taken  may  be  increased,  as  soon  as  the  stomach  is  able  to  bear  it. 
Small  quantities  are  often  retained  when  larger  ones  are  ejected,  and 
patients,  obliged  to  lie  in  bed,  do  very  well  on  the  smallest  quanti- 
ties of  food.  Exceptionally  one  meets  women  who  retain  alcoholic 
beverages. 

Remarks  by  the  Translator. 

In  my  repertory  I  find  some  other  remedies  which  did  me  good 
service  and  which  I  have  included  in  the  third  edition  of  my  Homoe" 
opalhic  Therapeutics,  to  be  issued  shortly.  Of  those  mentioned  in- 
cidentally by  Jousset,  I  have  great  confidence  in  staphyaa^gria,  as  it 
suits  women  sensitive  to  mental  and  physical  impressions.  Among 
its  symptoms  we  find  :  Weakness  in  the  morning  in  l)ed ;  limbs  pain 
as  if  bruised  and  as  if  there  were  no  strength  in  them ;  constant  ac- 
cumulation of  water  in  the  mouth ;  great  desire  for  alcoholic  stimu- 
lants ;  ravenous  hunger,  especially  for  soups,  even  when  the  stomach 
is  full.  It  is  the  remedy  for  such  neurasthenic  women  who  may 
vomit  other  food,  but  retain  their  whiskey  or  brandy. 

Burdick  and  Mofiat  have  great  confidence  in  symphoriearpua,  and 
recommend  it  for  qualmishness  in  stomach  with  indifference  for  food  ; 
deathly  nausea,  violent  retching,  continuous  vomiting;  disgust  at  the 
sight,  smell  or  thought  of  food.  There  is  no  proving  of  it  to  my 
knowledge  and  a  very  scanty  one  of  symphoricarpus. 

Look  out  for  albuminuria  in  pregnant  women  who  vomit,  a  wise 
hint  which  may  lead  us  to  study  oolchicum.  She  cannot  stand  erect 
or  lie  down  with  stretched  out  1^  without  vomiting ;  she  has  to 
flex  knees  and  crouch  together  for  relief;  faint  aching  about  navel. 
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as  if  she  must  eat^  but  with  loathing  and  disgust  at  the  thought, 
sight  or  smell  of  food  ;  all  attempts  to  eat  cause  violent  nausea  and 
vomiting ;  extreme  prostration  and  tendency  to  collapecy  with  internal 
coldness  (verairum  album) ;  watery  diarrhoea. 

The  same  disgust  for  food  we  meet  in  lauroeerasiLS  and  kydrocy^ 
anie  <uM,  Nausea  in  the  morning  with  hunger,  yet  food  nauseates 
her ;  dry  mouth  and  thirst,  clean  tongue,  hiccough^  loss  of  appetite, 
nausea  and  vomiting  with  violent  pains  in  stomach  with  feeling  as  if 
the  stomach  were  full  of  water,  sometimes  with  faintness ;  frequent 
diarrhoea  of  green  mucus,  with  suffocative  spells  about  the  heart; 
loss  of  speech  ;  pdroUum  is  applicable  to  all  gastric  troubles  of  pr^- 
nant  women ;  nausea  all  day,  in  the  morning  with  accumulation  of 
water  in  the  mouth;  nausea,  like  that  of  sea-sickness;  violent  hic- 
cough and  violent  vomiting;  cardialgia  with  feeling  of  coldness  in 
stomach  and  abdomen  ;  diarrhoea  only  in  daytime;  profuse  collection 
of  fluid  in  the  mouth  with  frequent  spitting  and  nausea  (Jaborandi, 
lobelia^  iris  and  others :  salivation). 

Oonium, — Nausea  only  or  worse  when  lying  down  ;  terrible  nausea 
and  vomiting  in  women  suffering  from  scirrhus  uteri ;  spasmodic 
contraction  of  stomach  and  oesophagus,  as  if  a  round  body  ascended 
from  the  stomach ;  the  vomited  matter  looks  like  black  coffee-grounds ; 
constipation  alternating  with  diarrhsea. 

Asarum  europ. — During  the  first  months  of  pregnancy  the  stomach 
rejects  everything;  constant  nausea  with  loathing  of  food,  with  a 
perfectly  clean  tongue ;  retching  increases  in  violence  in  proportion 
as  it  becomes  more  frequent,  and  all  other  symptoms  are  aggravated, 
only  the  stupid  feeling  in  head  remains  the  same;  vomiting  with 
anguish  and  desire  for  alcohol  jc  drinks  (staph.) ;  diarrhoea,  strings  of 
odorless  mucus  pass  from  bowels ;  constant  chilliness,  even  in  a  warm 
room  ;  hypersesthesia  of  the  nerves. 

Lilium  and  sepia  act  sometimes  promptly  where  the  vomiting  is 
produced  and  kept  up  by  malposition  of  the  pr^nant  uterus,  but 
there  are  cases  where  they  do  fail  to  rectify  the  malposition  an({  me- 
chanical reduction  stops  the  vomiting  promptly.  While  in  lilium 
we  mostly  deal  only  with  a  functional  malposition,  it  may  arise  in 
sepia  from  a  hard  tumefied  cervix  and  before  pregnancy  set  in  there 
were  already  uterine  anomalies  with  obstinate  yellowish  or  purulent 
leucorrhoea. 

Jousset's  proposition  of  relieving  this  incoercible  vomiting  of  preg- 
nant women  with  morphine  deserves  our  fullest  consideration,  for 
we  read  among  its  symptoms:  Aversion  to  food,  burning  thirst; 


1890.]  TTie  Albuminuricia  of  Pregnancy.  277 

nausea  mornings  when  rising,  better  lying ;  constant  retching,  faint- 
nesSy  vomiting  of  scanty  frothy  liquid,  of  bile;  pain  in  epigastric 
region ;  freqaent  watery  diarrhoea  or  constipation  ;  creeping  chills ; 
emaciation  and  prostration  with  melancholy. 

"  La  clinique  "  (which  means  experience  gained  at  the  sick-bed), 
says  the  celebrated  French  physician,  "  is  my  authority  for  alternat- 
ing plumbum  30  with  opium  6th,  and  the  same  experience  has  shown 
me  that  this  combination  works  more  safely  than  when  either  one  is 
given  alone.  If  we  only  knew  the  drug  which  combines  the  action 
of  both  (Weshe's  puncta  dolorosa),  such  alternation  would  become 
unnecessary .''  Constant  nausea,  constant  vomiting  of  everything 
taken  into  the  stomach,  with  violent  cramps,  retraction  of  abdomen 
with  hard  knots  over  its  surface ;  constipation  with  terrible  spasms, 
pulling  the  anus  upwards  or  blackish  scanty  diarrhoea  are  keynotes 
enough  to  lead  our  attention  to  lead  as  a  suitable  remedy,  and  whether 
opium  is  always  necessary  as  a  concomitant  must  be  left  to  the  study 
of  the  physician.  When  Jousset  prefers  the  30th  in  such  cases, 
might  we  not  feel  encouraged  to  go  higher  to  reach  our  purpose  ? 

May  none  of  us  ever  feel  the  necessity  of  producing  abortion  in  order 
to  save  the  mother.  Though  the  law  justifies  such  murder,  it  is 
better  that  two  or  three  physicians  meet  in  consultation  to  consider 
the  necessity  of  such  a  procedure. 


THE  ALBUMINURIAS  OF  PREGNANCY. 

BY  CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.D.,  CHICAQO,  ILL. 

•  Tbeatment. — {Oonoluded,) 

After  the  third  month  of  gestation,  collect  and  measure  the 
urine  of  twenty-four  hours,  comparing  night  and  day,  in  the  manner 
described  in  the  first  part  of  this  article.  Take  the  specific  gravity 
of  the  twenty-four  hours'  urine,  estimate  the  solids,  urea,  phosphoric 
add,  and  compare  results  with  tables  already  given.  If  the  per- 
centages are  all,  or  mostly,  in  Class  A,  while,  at  the  same  time,  albu- 
min and  casts  are  absent,  thus  far  all  is  well.  Repeat  the  collec- 
tions as  often  as  convenient,  and  occasionally  test  a  sample  of  urine 
voided  after  period  of  greatest  exercise. 


278  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [May 

Suppose  now,  that,  by  vigilant  attention  to  the  nrine,  albumin  is 
found,  not  clue  to  pus,  epithelial  cells,  bacteria,  etc. :  (a)  If  the 
quantity  of  urine. is  s  ill  within  Class  A,  and  there  are  no  tube-casts; 
if  the  total  solids,  ureas,  and  particularly  phosphoric  acid,  are  in 
Class  A,  or  high  up  in  Class  B,  especially  relatively,  the  ordinary 
precautions  to  guard  against  fatigue  and  excitement,  the  avoidance 
of  draughts  and  exposure  to  cold,  care  in  r^ard  to  diet  and  drinks, 
together  with  promotion  of  free  action  of  the  skin  by  use  of  warm 
baths,  and  r^ularity  in  attention  to  the  bowels,  will  probably  prove 
all  that  is  necessary.  But,  at  the  same  time,  when  true  albuminuria 
is  once  noticed,  frequent  measurements  and  analyses  of  the  urine 
should  be  made,  instead  of  merely  occasional  observations.  If  the 
amount  of  albumin  is  small,  if  the  urine  does  not  slowly  decrease 
in  quantity  but  rather  is  stationary,  or  tends  to  increase  both  in 
quantity  and  in  quality^  and  if  ophthalmological  examination  is 
satisfactory  in  results,  it  is  probable  that  all  will  be  well  and  that, 
not  as  yet,  is  there  any  demand  for  vigorous  treatment. 

I  lay  great  stress  on  the  importance  of  estimations  of  phoaphorio 
acid,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1.  I  have  noticed  marked  and  persistent  deficiency  in  phosphoric 
acid,  absolutely  and  often  relatively,  when  the  quantity  of  urea  was 
nearly  normal. 

2.  H.  Anott,'*'  of  London,  Canada,  has  found  the  phosphates  in 
the  urine  diminished,  not  only  in  Bright's  disease,  but  in  irritation 
of  the  nervous  system  generally. 

3.  Landoisf  has  shown,  by  experiments  on  animals,  that  the 
phenomena  of  uraemia  are  due  more  particularly  to  irritation  of  the 
psycho-motor  centres  of  the  cortical  substance  of  the  brain,  notably 
by  creatin. 

Is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  therefore,  that  signs  of  this  irrita- 
tion may  be  found  early  in  the  urine,  in  the  shape  of  defiyency  of 
phosphoric  acid?  Especially,  since  it  is  a  clinical  fact,  which  I  have 
noted  in  scores  of  cases  of  Bright's  disease,  that  the  phosphoric  acid 
is  diminished  much  more  in  proportion  than  is  the  urea. 

Suppose,  now  (6),  that  not  only  is  albumin  found  in  the  urine, 
but  also  tube-casts,  the  patient  becomes  oedematous,  etc.  It  is  now 
necessary  to  note  very  carefully  the  condition  of  the  urine.  The  liver 
may  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  disturbance,  and  the  renal  disorder  may 


*  Canadian  FraeHtionar,  1887. 
t  Die  VrcBOiU,  Vienna,  1890. 
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be  merely  a  degeneration  due  to  an  attempt  of  the  kidneys  to  rid 
the  system  of  effete  material,  unduly  irritating,  and  greater  in 
amount  than  they  can  manage^  without  suffering  from  the  strain. 
The  urine,  in  such  cases,  presents  the  following  characteristics: 
Quantity  in  twenty-four  hours  diminished  (Class  B  or  C) ;  color 
much  higher  than  normal ;  specific  gravity  high,  usually  above 
1025,  seldom  below  1020;  relcUive  quantity  of  urea,  grammes  per 
litre,  usual ly/u//  normal  or  even  increased,  though  total  quantity  is 
diminished ;  ratio  of  urea  to  salts*  full  normal,  sometimes  consid- 
erably increased.  Albumin  abundant,  several  tenths  or  more. 
Casts  and  cast-d6bris  abundant,  but  blood  and  blood^casts  not  present, 
or  at  most  a  few  blood-corpuscles  only,  no  blood  chemically. 
As  soon  as  such  urine  is  found,  put  the  patient  to  bed,  and  recom- 
mend non-nitrogenous  or,  better  still,  if  possible,  a  milk  diet,  espe- 
cially if  the  albumin  is  several  tenths  or  upwards  in  the  Esbach 
tube.  The  skin  is  to  be  kept  active;  the  bowels  open  once  daily. 
If  the  oedema  is  great,  alcohol  sweats  may  be  used.  The  remedies 
for  this  condition  are  par  excellence :  mercurius  corrosivita  and  euony^ 
mine,  Merc.  cor.  3x  should  be  given  during  the  day,  and  euony- 
mine  on  retiring  at  night.  The  latter  may  be  given  in  doses  of 
one-fourth  of  a  grain  upwards.  Give  enough  to  produce  free 
movement  of  the  bowels  the  next  morning.  As  a  beverage,  give 
the  patient  plenty  of  a^raled  distilled  water.  As  I  have  often 
shown,  and  as  everybody  knows,  the  solvent  power  of  distilled 
water  is  greater  than  that  of  waters  loaded  with  various  salts.  In 
the  lesion  we  are  now  describing,  the  urine  contains  too  much  solid 
matter  in  proportion  to  the  fluid.  It  is  of  great  importance  not  to 
introduce,  in  the  shape  of  drinks,  lime-salts  and  other  irritating 
substances,  as  the  kidneys  are  already  overtaxed  and  unduly  irri- 
tated. Oive  pure  distilled  water,  and  plenty  of  it!  Avoid  mineral 
waters,  or  at  least  those  containing  over  five  or  ten  grains  of  solids 
to  the  gallon.  Pure  distilled  water  can  now  be  had  in  all  the  large 
cities,  and,  if  properly  aerated,  is  a  refreshing  and  wholesome  drink. 
By  following  out  such  treatment  as  I  have  outlined,  and  by  treat- 
ing the  incidental  symptoms  with  various  remedies  already  familiar 
to  all,  we  need  not  despair  of  bringing  the  case  to  full  term,  and 
saving  the  life  of  both  mother  and  child.  Suppose  now  that  in  spite 
of  treatment  the  color  of  the  urine  grows  gradually  paler  than  nor- 
mal, and  the  quality  of  the  urine  becomes  inferior,  specific  gravity 

*  Assuming  urea  is  to  salts  as  1.25  or  1.33  is  to  1. 
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much  below  normal,  urea  relatively  now  in  clasB  B  or  C,  phosphoric 
acid  relatively  less  abundant  than  urea,  while  albumin  is  still  abun- 
dant with  casts  and  cast  debris ;  or  suppose  that  instead  of  the  grculual 
change  thus  described,  there  is  a  sudden  decrease  in  the  amount  of 
urine — with  drowsiness,  ringing  in  the  ears,  pholopsia,  dimness  of 
vision,  more  or  less  marked,  possibly  blindness  of  one  or  both  eyes, 
dizziness,  dyspnoea,  especially  in  exertion,  nausea,  vomiting,  involun- 
tary twitchings  and  general  prostration.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  in 
my  opinion  should  ideas  be  entertained  of  inducing  labor.  It  is 
not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  provoke  interminable  discussion  on 
the  subject  of  induction  of  labor.  It  is,  nevertheless,  well-known 
that  it  is  possible  to  carry  a  patient  even  through  convulsions  without 
inducing  labor  and,  unless  the  convulsions  are  often  repeated  and  of 
violent  nature,  vigorous  treatment  may  re-establish  the  function  of 
the  kidneys  and  restore  the  urinary  secretion  without  necessity  for 
induction  of  labor  at  all.  I  shall  not  discuss  the  treatment  of 
eclampsia.  The  reader  is  referred  to  an  interesting  paper  by  Dr. 
William  G.  Willard  in  the  Medical  Era  for  November,  1889. 

If  the  urine  presents  the  characteristics  ofparenchi/matoua  degenera- 
tion* only,  while  the  patient  Iterself  is  comparatively  free  from  the 
symptoms  of  uraemia  mentioned  above;  induction  of  labor  is,  in  my 
opinion,  not  only  uncalled  for  but  barbarous.  Suppose,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  urine  does  not  at  any  time  during  pregnancy  exhibit 
the  characteristics  of  parenchymatous  degeneration,  but  is  found  to 
be  of  poor  quality  from  the  start,  does  not  improve  in  relative 
quantity  of  urea  and  phosphoric  acid  but  retrogrades ;  albumin  and 
casts  are  found,  etc.  In  such  a  case  seek  for  history  of  puerperal 
convulsions  in  previous  pregnancy,  or  of  Bright's  disease  prior  to 
pregnancy.  Even  if  no  such  history  can  be  had,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  with  Licorchi  that  a  latent  trouble  has  existed  and  is  now 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  patient  for  the  first  time.  The  treat- 
ment in  such  conditions  is  substantially  the  same  as  to  hygienic  de- 
tails as  before,  but  there  is  not  so  much  hope  of  carrying  the  patient 
through.  Moreover,  too  active  treatment  may  now  precipitate  con- 
vulsions, as  the  urine  shows  its  deficiency  in  solids,  in  grammes  to 
the  litre  or  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce.  The  patient  may  have  no 
dropsy  at  all,  and  the  nephritis  appear  to  be  pursuing  a  mild  course. 
But  obstinate  deficiency  of  phosphoric  acid  (grains  to  the  fluid  ounce) 

*  In  the  modern  sense  of  the  term  :  orine  high-colored,  of  high  specific  gravity, 
no  blood,  etc. 
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will  be  found  io  analysis  and  any  sudden  decrease  in  quantity  of 
urine  will  be  followed  by  eclampsia.  It  is  to  such  cases  that  I  tliink 
Dr.  Tyson's  conclusions  as  to  induction  of  labor  particularly  apply. 

Lastly  id)  there  is  still  another  class  of  cases  in  which  the  course 
of  the  disorder  is  somewhat  different.  I  refer  to  those  in  which  pus 
is  found  in  the  urine.  It  has  once  or  twice  fallen  to  my  lot  to  exam- 
ine urine  presenting  more  or  less  the  characteristics  of  acute  paren- 
chymatous degeneration,  except  that  no  casts  were  to  be  found.  In 
a  few  days,  however,  a  layer  of  pus  was  visible.  Puerperal  cystitis 
and  pyelitis  often  occur,  and  if  unaccompanied  by  disorder  of  the 
parenchyma  of  the  kidney,  are  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  especially 
dangerous.  But  it  is  possible  that  an  acute  infective  process  in  the 
kidneys  may  start  from  inflammation  in  the  urinary  passages  else- 
where. In  such  cases  the  urine  becomes  greatly  decreased  in  quan- 
tity, of  a  foul  odor,  contains  several  tenths  of  albumin,  the  specific 
gravity  is  1015  or  below,  and  deficiency  both  absolute  and  relative 
in  nrea  and  phosphoric  acid,  is  noticed.  The  sediment  contains  pus 
and  blood,  plugs  of  pus  are  found,  micro-organisms  are  very  abun- 
dant; in  some  cases  it  is  possible  to  find  bacterial  casts.  It  is  likely 
that  in  the  cases  I  have  seen  some  chronic  inflammation  of  the  lower 
urinary  passages  existed  prior  to  the  pregnancy,  and  that  an  acute 
infective  process  developed  during  pregnancy.  This  condition  must 
not  be  confounded  with  that  in  which  we  find  a  layer  of  pus  in  the 
urine  settling  well,  with  clear  urine  of  fairly  good  quality  and  nor- 
mal odor  above  it,  or  with  mere  cystitis  alone  in  which  we  find  urine 
of  fair  quality  as  regards  solids,  allied  with  an  aramoniacal  odor, 
alkaline  reaction,  etc.,  but  little  albumin  or  trace  only.  When  a 
suppurative  nephritis  is  developed  the  condition  of  the  patient  on 
the  one  hand  becomes  serious,  and  the  urine  on  the  other  hand  be- 
comes of  notably  poor  quality,  the  relative  deficiency  of  phosphoric 
acid  being  especially  marked.  It  is  difficult  to  find  casts,  but  if  the 
urine  be  decanted  repeatedly  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  find  bacterial 
casts. 

The  pn^nosis  in  these  cases  is  gloomy.  Such  remedies  as  tere- 
binihf  euccUyptoly  etc.,  may  be  thought  of  and  may  perhaps  restore 
the  urinary  secretion.  As  a  rule,  however,  they  terminate  fatally. 
Fortunately,  however,  they  are  not  of  very  common  occurrence. 
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FIVE  CASES  IN  CEREBRAL  SURGERY. 


BY  CLARENCE  BARTLETT,   M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  following  cases  in  cerebral  surgery  are  reported  in  full,  be- 
cause the  subject  of  cerebral  localization  and  its  surgical  applications  is 
yet  in  its  infancy.  But  a  comparatively  few  operations  in  this  newly 
opened  field  have  yet  been  performed.  It  is,  therefore,  incumbent 
upon  every  neurologist  and  every  operator  to  report  all  their  cases, 
giving  equal  prominence  to  their  successful  and  their  unsuccessful  ones. 
While  successful  cases  teach  much,  sight  must  not  be  lost  of  the  fact 


Diagram  intended  to  show  the  seats  of  operation  in  cases  I.,  II.,  IV.  and  V.  FR, 
the  fissure  of  Rolando ;  FS,  the  fissure  of  Sylvius ;  I,  the  tumor  in  case  I. ;  II,  the 
location  of  the  abscess  in  case  II.;  the  dotted  line  in  the  temporo^phenoidal  lobe  is 
intended  to  show  the  area  of  softening  surrounding  the  abscess ;  Y,  the  seat  of  tre- 
phining in  case  V. 

that  the  unsuccessful  are  just  as  instructive.    We  should  certainly 
learn  to  profit  by  our  failures. 

It  was  not  expected,  when  this  paper  was  projected,  that  it  would 
take  up  the  space  that  now  seems  necessary.     In  fact  when  the  great 
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length  to  which  it  would  go  became  evident,  I  almost  felt  like  aban- 
doning it.  The  reports  of  the  cases  could  not  be  abbreviated  in  the 
least,  for  every  datum  is  necessary  in  the  framing  of  the  diagnosis, 
the  forming  of  the  conclusions  which  guided  our  course.  As  a 
further  apology,  I  would  say  that  each  case,  of  itself,  furnishes  a 
text  for  a  paper ;  in  feet,  I  may  say,  that  the  communication  here 
presented  may  be  regarded  as  five  papers  brought  together  in  one. 

Case  I. — Large  Sarcoma  of  the  Dura  MaJter  over  the  Motor  Area  ; 
Operation;  Dealh  on  the  Third  Day,^ — Mrs.  M.,  a  patient  of  Dr. 
Claude  K.  Norton,  was  seen  in  consultation  on  January  13,  1889. 
An  examination  gave  the  following  history :  Previous  to  January 
23,  1887,  she  considered  herself  a  well  woman.  In  fact,  at  that  time 
she  was  feeling  better  than  she  had  for  some  time  past,  and  was 
gaining  in  flesh ;  but  on  that  day  after  preparing  the  dinner  and 
while  lying  down  for  a  rest,  she  was  disturbed  by  contractions  of  the 
fingers  of  the  left  hand.  The  trouble  began  with  numbness  of  the 
little  finger,  which  then  extended  to  the  adjoining  finger,  and  then 
up  the  side  of  the  hand  to  the  muscles  of  the  forearm ;  then  came  the 
spasmodic  movements  of  the  hand  spreading  up  the  arm,  drawing 
that  member  up.  Then  she  became  unconscious.  She  did  not  have 
another  spasm  for  five  days,  and  then  the  second  was  an  exact  repe- 
tition of  the  first  one.  She  has  had  numerous  other  attacks  since  then, 
in  some  of  which  she  did  not  lose  consciousness.  One  of  these  con- 
vulsions was  aborted  by  her  daughter  taking  hold  of  the  arm  and 
forcibly  straightening  it.  After  these  convulsive  seizures  in  January, 
1887,  she  had  an  attack  of  follicular  tonsillitis,  followed  by  consider- 
able rheumatic  pain  in  the  left  arm  and  hand  ;  in  fact  that  member 
was  badly  crippled  by  rheumatism.  Next  she  had  asthma.  Later, 
an  eruption  appeared  on  the  lower  extremities,  and  was  diagnosed  by 
Dr.  Norton  as  erythema  nodosum.  Then  the  asthma  reappeared, 
but  yielded  finally  to  iodide  of  potassium.  In  March,  1887,  the 
left  leg  l>ecame  involved  in  the  convulsive  movements.  Between 
the  attacks  it  was  also  noticed  that  that  member  had  lost  some  of  its 
power,  for  it  was  dragged  in  walking.  The  paretic  condition  of  the 
leg  soon  disappeared,  for  during  the  following  summer  she  regained 
its  use,  as  she  did  also  that  of  the  hand,  which  had  also  lost  consid- 
erable of  its  power  after  the  convulsions  referred  to.  Still  the  im- 
provement in  the  muscles  of  the  hand  was  never  sufficient  to  enable 
her  to  use  it  in  sewing.  In  the  fourth  convulsion  the  muscles  of  the 
face  contracted  so  severely  as  to  produce  ecchymoses.  This  was  the 
only  time  the  face  was  involved  in  the  movements  until  March,  1888. 
Since  the  last-named  date,  the  convulsions  have  recurred  at  irregular 
intervals,  the  longest  being  five  or  six  weeks.    Between  August,  1887, 

*  This  case  was  reported  by  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas  in  the  TVansoeiiofw  of  the  American 
InstituU  of  HomoBopcUhy,  1889, 
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and  March,  1888,  she  had  but  one  attack,  and  that  a  slight  one,  in 
FebruaiT,  1888.  Her  general  health  during  all  this  time  remained 
good.  I>uring  the  year  that  has  just  passed,  her  general  health  has 
been  bad.  She  has  lost  flesh  and  has  broken  down  generally.  The 
loss  of  power  in  the  left  hand  has  been  increasing,  as  it  has  also  in 
the  foot  and  leg.  Headaches  began  almost  immediately  after  the 
first  spasm,  and  have  continued  ever  since,  and  have  required  frequent 
doses  of  antifebrine  for  their  relief.  They  have  generally  been 
accompaniments  of  the  attacks.  Sometimes  they  follow  the  attacks. 
There  have  been  times  when  the  mental  condition  of  the  patient  has 
been  impaired.  For  awhile  her  speech  was  not  clear,  and  Dr.  Norton 
was  inclined  to  suspect  that  aphasia  was  about  to  set  in.  In  writing 
her  hand  was  tremulous  and  she  would  often  repeat  the  same  word 
several  times.  She  is  right-handed.  She  has  never  had  any  trouble 
whatever  with  the  urine,  and  all  the  examinations  of  it,  made  by 
Dr.  Norton  have  failed  to  show  that  it  contained  either  sugar  or 
albumin.  She  has  never  had  any  bilateral  convulsions.  She  has 
had,  what  in  her  case  has  been  called  double  ideas.  For  several 
months  past,  she  has  had  tremor  of  the  hands  during  voluntary 
movements.  Her  headaches  have  been  mostly  occipital.  She  had 
no  trouble  while  passing  through  the  climacteric  period.  Her 
pupils  reacted  normally;  she  complained  of  no  visual  disorder; 
the  fundus  oculi  was  normal.  The  knee-jerks  were  excessive,  but 
there  was  no  ankle  clonus.  A  diagnosis  of  tumor  of  the  brain, 
situated  in  the  middle  of  the  convolutions  on  either  side  of  the  fissure 
of  Rolando,  was  made,  and  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  same 
was  advised.  Owing,  however,  to  the  danger  involved  in  such  a 
procedure,  and  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  family  that  all  medicinal 
measures  had  not  been  exhausted,  this  advice  was  declined,  and  we 
were  requested  to  continue  our  efibrts  still  longer,  without  the  ser- 
vices of  the  sui^eon.  Although  a  history  of  syphilis  was  denied, 
and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  symptoms  were  such  as  not  to 
indicate  a  syphilitic  brain  lesion,  it  was  decided  to  try  the  effect  of 
iodide  of  potassium.  This  was  then  resorted  to  in  large  doses.  At 
first  but  ten  grains  three  times  daily,  in  an  alkaline  water,  were  given. 
This  dose  was  gradually  increased,  until  finally^the  patient  was  taking 
no  le&s  than  three  hundred  grains  of  the  drug  per  diem.  Under  this 
treatment  she  thrived  apparently,  and  it  really  seemed  as  though  she 
would  make  a  recovery.  The  improvement  proved  illusory  however, 
for  in  May  she  began  to  grow  worse  once  more. 

On  June  9,  1889,  I  was  again  called  in  to  see  Mrs.  M.,  and  this 
time.  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas  also  saw  the  patient,  and  conducted  the 
examination.  The  above  history  was  again  elicited.  The  patient 
was  found  to  have  almost  complete  wrist-drop.  This  condition  existed 
at  the  first  examination,  but  was  nothing  like  as  marked  as  it  waA  in 
the  second.  There  was  also  decidedly  more  rigidity  of  the  arm. 
On  attempting  to  straighten  the  hand,  there  was  produced  a  very 
marked  wrist  clonus.  She  was  found  to  have  fair  power  in  all  the 
muscles  of  the  upper  extremity  excepting  those  of  the  forearm.     A 


1890.]  Five  Oasee  in  Cerebral  Surgery.  285 

very  marked  ankle  clonus  was  obtainable  on  the  left  side,  but  not  at 
all  on  the  right.  The  plantar  reflex  was  normal  on  the  right  side^ 
but  alisent  on  the  left.  There  was  some  asymmetry  of  the  face,  owing 
to  slight  paresis  of  the  lefl  side  of  the  face.  The  surface  temperature 
was  the  same  on  both  sides  of  the  head.  No  tenderness  was  obtainable 
on  percussion  of  any  portion  of  the  skull.  As  before,  the  pupils 
reacted  normally,  and  the  fundus  oculi  was  normal.  She  was  con- 
fi*^fd  to  her  bed  at  the  time  of  the  second  examination.  The  diag- 
nosis given  in  January  was  reiterated,  and  the  suggestion  offered  that 
tn^'re  was  probably  also  a  secondary  degeneration  of  the  pyramidal 
tracts.  An  operation  was  again  advised,  and  was  readily  consented 
to  by  both  patient  and  family,  and  its  immediate  performance  urged. 
On  June  13th,  theoperation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Charles  M.Thomas. 
On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  preceding  the  operation,  the  head 
was  shaved,  and  thoroughly  scrubbed  with  soap  and  water.  On  the 
morning  of  the  operation  the  head  was  again  scrubbed,  and  wrapped 
in  cloths  wrung  out  in  bichloride- water,  1 :  2000,  and  these  were  left 
in  place  till  just  before  the  operation.  On  the  afternoon  preceding 
the  operation,  Dr.  Thomas  and  myself  carefully  mapped  out  the 
fissure  of  Rolando,  using  for  this  purpose,  both  Reid's  and  Horsley's 
measurements,  making  a  slight  scratch  in  the  scalp  with  a  needle' to 
indicate  its  upper  and  lower  end.  Immediately  before  the  operation, 
confirmatory  measurements  were  made,  sterilized  tapes  and  measures 
being  used.  No  stimulant  or  morphia  was  administered,  and  the 
patient  received  no  food,  other  than  a  little  milk,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. All  the  instruments  were  boiled  fifteen  minutes  before  the 
operation,  and  were  immersed  directly  from  the  boiler  in  1:40 
carbolic  solution.  There  were  present  at  the  operation,  Drs. 
C.  R.  Norton,  John  E.  James,  W.  -B.  Van  Lennep,  William 
\V.  Speakman,  and  myself.  Dr.  Speakman  etherized,  while  Drs. 
James  and  Van  Lennep  assisted  Dr.  Thomas  in  the  performance 
of  the  operation.  Without  going  further  into  the  details  of  the 
operation  at  the  present  time,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  for  the  present 
that  on  removal  of  the  button  of  bone  by  the  trephine,  a  pointed 
conical  projection  of  bone,  three-eighths  of  an  inch  long,  resembling 
an  old  inward  displaced  fracture- fragment  of  the  inner  table,  was 
found.  This  sharp  projection  ran  through  the  dura  mater,  and  was 
continuous  with  a  rather  firm  pinkish-gray  mass  of  tissue.  This 
mass  proved  to  be  the  tumor.  The  trephine  opening  was  enlarged 
with  the  Rongeur  forceps  and  by  a  second  trephine  opening.  The 
opening  now  measured  two  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  antero-pos- 
teriorly,  and  two  inches  vertically,  and  still  the  limit  of  the  tumor 
could  not  be  felt  through  the  dura  in  any  direction.  The  dura  was 
then  opened,  but  was  found  so  densely  adherent  to  the  surface  of  the 
growth,  that  it  had  to  be  scarified  in  the  removal  of  the  same.  Fur- 
ther enlargement  of  the  opening  brought  the  limit  of  the  tumor 
within  reach,  when  it  was  lifted  from  its  bed,  after  a  little  careful 
manipulation.  The  bottom  of  the  cavity  showed  the  flattened  con- 
volutions, very  soft  to  feel  but  otherwise  apparently  undamaged, 
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either  by  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  or  by  the  manipulations  required 
for  its  removal.  The  growth  measured  three  and  a  half  inches  in 
length,  two  and  a  half  in  width,  and  one  and  a  half  in  depth,  and 
weighed  fully  three  ounces. 

The  patient  did  very  well  for  twenty-four  hours  after  the  opera- 
tion. She  complained  greatly,  however,  of  heat  and  pain  across  the 
forehead,  and  insisted  upon  fanning  herself.  Her  mind  was  very 
clear,  but  she  was  completely  hemiplegic  on  the  left  side.  At  the 
end  of  the  second  day  she  began  to  grow  unconscious,  and  this  con- 
dition increased  until  death  took  place,  exactly  seventy-two  hours 
after  the  operation.  Preceding  death  her  temperature  was  104°. 
At  the  post'-mortem  examination  the  flap  was  found  united,  excepting 
over  the  posterior  portion,  under  which  had  projected  the  gauze 
drain.  There  was  no  indication  of  over-inflammatory  action,  even 
in  the  brain  membranes.  The  cavity  left  by  the  removal  of  the 
tumor  was  partly  filled  with  blood-clot.  About  the  former  location 
of  the  growth  the  brain  tissue  was  softened  to  a  homogeneous  mass. 
This  degeneration  reachod  antero-posteriorly  from  a  point  opposite 
the  termination  of  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  posteriorly,  to  the  base  of 
the  frontal  lobe  anteriorly,  and  from  the  subcortical  substance  above 
to  the  basal  ganglia. 

So  much  space  has  been  taken  above  in  the  description  of  Mrs. 
M's  case  that  it  would  seem  hardly  necessary  to  make  any  remarks 
on  the  same.  I  think,  however,  that  it  would  be  well  to  state  briefly 
the  reasons  that  led  to  the  diagnosis  of  brain  tumor  and  its  localiza- 
tion in  the  area  in  which  it  was  found. 

The  attacks  of  convulsions  were  plainly  those  of  the  so-called 
Jacksonian  type,  and  being  such  were  indicative  of  a  gross  lesion 
situated  in  that  portion  of  the  cortex  of  the  brain  containing  the 
motor  centres  for  the  upper  extremity.  Epilepsy  was  positively  ex- 
cluded by  the  age  of  the  patient,  the  localized  character  of  the  con- 
vulsions, the  preservation  of  consciousness  during  the  initial  move- 
ments of  the  attacks,  the  post-convulsive  paresis,  the  paralysis,  which 
finally  became  a  constant  symptom,  and  other  symptoms  pointing 
conclusively  to  organic  disease  of  the  brain.  The  nature  of  that 
pathological  condition  being  the  next  problem,  it  was  believed  that 
a  tumor  existed,  because  of  the  localized  nature  of  the  lesion  and  the 
excruciating  headaches  from  which  the  patient  suffered.  As  to  the 
nature  of  the  tumor,  no  opinion  was  hazarded,  though  the  possibility 
of  its  being  syphilitic  in  nature  was  carefully  considered.  Not  much 
faith  was  held  in  this  latter^  and  an  anti-syphilitic  treatment  would 
not  have  been  instituted  had  not  an  operation  been  denied;  it  was 
our  only  remaining  resource.  The  absence  of  optic  neuritis  was  not 
regarded  as  of  any  moment  in  this  case,  as  it  is  by  no  means  a  con- 
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Btant  symptom  in  cases  of  tumor  of  the  motor  area  of  the  brain. 
At  the  time  the  tumor  first  made  its  presence  known  it  was  evidently 
of  small  size^  as  shown  by  the  extremely  limited  portion  of  the  body 
convulsed  in  the  attacks,  namely^  the  hand.  The  gradual  increase 
in  its  size  was  characterized  by  just  as  gradual  an  increase  in  the 
areas  of  the  left  side  of  the  body  involved  in  convulsion,  until  finally 
the  growth  had  involved  the  lower  limits  of  the  arm  and  hand 
centres  below,  and  those  for  the  leg  above.  The  site  chosen  for  the 
first  trephine  opening  was  immediately  over  what  was  supposed  to 
be  the  exact  centre  of  the  growth,  a  supposition  that  was  proven 
correct  at  the  operation.  The  finding  of  the  spicule  of  bone  pro- 
jecting into  the  dura  mater  on  the  under  surface  of  the  first  button 
of  bone  removed  led  to  inquiries  concerning  previous  injuries.  It 
was  then  that  we  learned  that  in  childhood  she  sustained  a  severe 
fall  on  the  head.  No  connection  between  that  accident  and  the 
present  illness  had  ever  been  deemed  possible  by  either  the  patient 
or  her  family,  so  for  that  reason  it  was  not  mentioned  to  any  of  her 
medical  attendants.  It  was  a  pity  that  the  operation  was  not 
attempted  early  in  the  progress  of  the  case,  for,  inasmuch  as  the 
tumor  was  not  in  the  least  adherent  to  brain  substance,  its  retiioval 
when  it  was  yet  small  must  have  been  a  comparatively  trivial  opera- 
tion, one,  too,  that  would  have  resulted  in  a  most  brilliant  cure.  I 
almost  feel  that  had  an  operation  been  performed  immediately  after 
my  first  visit  in  January  that  a  successful  result  would  have  been 
obtained,  for  at  that  time  the  absence  of  rigidity,  and  ankle  clonus, 
and  permanent  paralysis  of  high  degree  showed  that  descending  de- 
generation of  the  pyramidal^  tracts  had  not  yet  appeared.  It  was 
seen  plainly  at  the  time  of  the  post-mortem  examination  that  the  ex- 
tent of  degeneration  in  the  white  substance  of  the  brain  was  so  great 
as  to  positively  preclude  even  a  possible  recovery.  The  symptoms 
prior  to  the  operation,  and  the  advanced  nature  of  the  degeneration 
(it  being  too  great  to  have  taken  place  in  the  short  period  interven- 
ing between  the  operation  and  death),  and  the  failure  of  the  brain 
substance  to  fill  in  the  gap  left  by  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  showed 
that  this  d^eneration  was  the  direct  result  of  the  progress  of  the 
growth. 

Case  II. — Chronic  Suppurative  Otitis  Media;  Abscess  in  the  R. 
Temporo-Sphenoidal  Lobe;  Cerebrilis;  Trephining;  Deaih, — John 
H,,  aet.  50  years,  had  been  suffering  from  chronic  suppurative  otitis 
media  for  years.  About  December  15,  1889,  he  sent  for  Dr.  A.  C. 
Bembaugh  on  account  of  severe  head  pains,  from  which  he  had  com- 
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plained  for  not  less  than  eight  weeks  preceding.  These  pains  were 
very  persistent.  At  that  time  the  discharge  from  the  ears  was  quite 
profuse  and  very  offensive.  The  persistence  of  the  headache  led  the 
Doctor  to  suspect  cerebral  disease  at  once,  which  suspicions  were  con- 
firmed a  day  or  so  later,  when  the  patient  became  somewhat  stupid, 
and  paralysis  of  the  left  arm  and  1^  appeared.  He  then  called 
upon  Dr.  W.  B.  Van  Lennep  to  operate.  I  first  saw  the  case  in 
consultation  with  Drs.  Rembaugh  and  Van  Lennep  on  December 
17th.  There  was  a  profuse  offensive  discharge  from  the  right  ear, 
as  above  stated ;  but  the  most  careful  examination  failed  to  show 
any  sign  of  involvement  of  the  mastoid  process.  A  redness  over 
this  portion  of  the  head  was  the  only  suspicion  that  such  disease 
existed.  The  patient  had  almost  a  complete  paralysis  of  the  left 
arm  and  leg.  This  paralysis  had  begun  in  the  arm,  and  had  later 
involved  the  leg.  The  face  was  not  affected.  His  intellect  was 
decidedly  clouded.  He  gave  answers  to  questions  with  extreme 
slowness,  and  then  only  when  the  questions  were  shouted  at  him. 
He  would  then  relapse  into  his  stupor.  His  temperature  was  nor- 
mal. Both  patellar  tendon  reflexes  were  exaggerated,  and  a  well- 
marked  ankle  clonus  was  obtainable  on  both  sides,  that  on  the  left 
being  the  greatest.  The  pupils  were  equal  in  size  and  reacted  nor- 
mally. The  fundus  oculi  gave  no  evidence  of  any  abnormality 
beyond  a  slight  obscuration  of  the  margins  of  the  disks.  A  tre- 
phining of  the  mastoid  process  was  decided  upon  as  the  proper 
operative  measure  at  first;  in  case  circumstances  warranted  it  a 
trephining  for  the  evacuation  of  a  cerebral  abscess  should  afterwards 
be  done.  The  patient's  bowels  not  having  moved  for  some  time,  an 
enema  of  glycerine  was  ordered.  Silicea  was  the  remedy  given.  On 
December  18th  the  patient  was  much  better,  and  the  paralysis  had  in 
a  great  measure  disappeared.  He  was  now  mentally  brighter,  and 
answered  questions  readily,  though  he  was  somewhat  hard  of  hear- 
ing. There  was  no  ankle  clonus  to  be  obtained  on  either  side. 
Owing  to  the  great  improvement,  operative  interference  was  post- 
poned for  the  present.  On  December  19,  he  became  worse  once 
more,  and  then  Dr.  Van  Lennep  cut  down  upon  the  mastoid,  but 
finding  nothing  but  a  thickening  of  the  periosteum,  and  a  slight 
softening  of  the  surface  of  bone  at  a  point  where  tenderness  had  been 
elicited  the  day  before,  satisfied  himself  with  simply  removing  the 
diseased  portions.  On  December  20th  the  patient  was  greatly  im- 
proved, and  this  improvement  continued  for  two  days,  when  a 
relapse  into  a  condition  decidedly  worse  than  any  that  had  preceded 
came  on.  On  December  23d  he  was  removed  to  the  Hahnemann 
Hospital  for  o{)eration.  It  was  decided  then  to  open  into  the  mas- 
toid cells,  and,  if  necessary,  trephine  the  skull  to  get  at  the  supposed 
abscess.  The  mastoid  was  opened,  but  no  disease  of  it  was  apparent. 
By  my  advice  Dr.  Van  Lennep  then  trephined  just  posterior  to 
the  middle  of  the  line  on  the  surface  of  the  skull,  marking  the  posi- 
tion of  the  fissure  of  Rolando.  The  cerebral  membranes  were  found 
highly   congested.      There   was    but  slight   bulging.     A  grooved 
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director  was  then  passed  into  the  brain-substance  in  the  direction  of 
the  posterior  edge  of  the  mastoid  until  it  encountered  firm  resistance, 
when  it  was  withdrawn ;  no  pus  was  evacuated,  but  the  groove  of 
the  director  was  filled  with  dark  blood.  The  instrument  was  then 
passed  in  several  other  directions  in  which  an  abscess  might  be  found, 
but  with  a  negative  result  in  each  instance,  other  than  the  revealing 
of  the  highly  congested  condition  of  the  cerebral  substance.  The 
operation  was  then  abandoned.  The  patient  died  that  night,  six 
hours  after  the  operation. 

An  autopsy  was  performed  by  Dr.  Vischer  on  the  following  day,  in 
the  presence  of  Drs.  C.  M.  Thomas,  John  E.  James.  H.  L.  Northrup, 
J.  M.  Calely,  A.  C.  Rembaugh  and  myself.  The  dura  mater  was  found 
hyper»mic,  especially  on  the  right  side.  The  brain  was  readily  re- 
moved, with  the  exception  of  the  posterior  portion  of  the  temporo- 
sphenoidal  lobe  which  was  firmly  adherent  to  the  bone.  After  some 
little  difficulty  this  was  separated,  when  a  quantity  of  thick  laudable 
pus  appeared.  On  removal  of  the  brain,  an  abscess,  about  the  size  of  a 
small  hen's  egg  and  containing  about  an  ounce  of  thick  greenish  pus, 
was  found  at  the  posterior  portion  of  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe. 
It  had  a  wall  about  five  millimetres  in  thickness,  and  quite  resistant. 
The  cerebral  substance,  for  quite  a  distance  surrounding  the  abscess, 
was  quite  softened,  in  fact  almost  necrotic.  Beyond  a  general  hyper- 
ffimic  condition,  the  rest  of  the  brain  was  normal.  A  perforation 
was  found  on  the  upper  part  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal 
bone,  and  along  the  edge  of  the  petrous  ridge,  from  caries.  Pus  was 
also  found  between  the  bone  and  endostium. 

My  diagnosis,  when  I  first  saw  the  case,  was  abscess  of  the  brain 
with  cerebritis,  in  which  opinion  both  Drs.  Van  Lennep  and  Rem- 
baugh concurred.  Notwithstanding  the  extent  of  the  hemiplegia,  I 
did  not  believe  that  the  abscess  encroached  on  the  motor  tracts,  but 
that  it  was  quite  near  to  the  same,  and  that  it  had  caused  the  par- 
alysis by  reason  of  exciting  inflammation,  an  opinion  that  was  con- 
firmed by  the  subsequent  periods  of  improvement.  Because  the  arm 
was  paralyzed  in  advance  of  the  hand,  I  argued  that  the  irritation 
was  high  up  in  the  course  of  the  contracting  tracts,  near  the  cortex, 
where  the  fibres  for  the  different  portions  of  the  body  are  more  widely 
separated  than  they  are  below.  I  therefore  advised  in  case  the 
opening  of  the  mastoid  proved  inefficient  as  a  remedy,  that  a  tre- 
phining be  performed,  the  opening  to  be  made  posterior  to  the  me- 
dian portion  of  the  post-Rolandic  convolution,  and  then  the  grooved 
director  passed  through  the  brain  substance  from  that  point  towards 
the  base  of  the  mastoid  process.  The  result  has  already  been  told. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  director  touched  the  wall  of  the  ab- 
scess, but  the  denseness  of  that  membrane  was  such  that  one  was 
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hardly  justified  in  uning  force.  Had  the  absoess  been  evacuated  in 
this  situation,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  make  a  counter- 
opening  back  of  the  mastoid  process,  as  was  done  by  MacEwen  in 
one  of  his  cases;  it  would  never  have  done  to  have  permitted  a  long 
suppurating  tract  through  healthy  brain-substance.  But  had  an 
opening  been  made  over  the  teraporo-sphenoidal  lobe,  back  of  the 
mastoid,  and  the  abscess  evacuated  from  that  point,  then  we  would 
have  had  an  additional  complication  ;  not  only  would  the  abscess 
have  been  emptied,  but  the  semi-fluent  brain-substance  surrounding 

Fio.  2. 


A  diagram  intended  to  show  the  linee  used  for  locating  the  Tarious  fiasares  and 
convolutions  of  the  cortex.    Ill  shows  the  seat  of  operation  in  case  III. 

it  would  also  have  escaped.  The  cavity  that  would  have  thus  been 
formed,  would  have  been  something  tremendous.  I  believe  death 
would  have  ensued  sooner  in  that  event. 

Another  interesting  point,  in  connection  with  the  case,  was  the 
almost  total  absence  of  mastoid  disease  in  association  with  the  exten- 
sive suppurative  changes  going  on  in  the  brain. 

A  very  important  point  in  the  surgical  treatment  of  the  case,  was 
the  question  of  first  trephining  the  mastoid  or  not.  Green  teaches 
that  it  is  bad  practice,  when  abscess  of  the  brain  exists.     Keen,  on 
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the  other  hand,  believes  that  it  should  always  be  done,  even  though 
subsequent  trephining  of  the  skull  is  necessary,  as  in  the  latter  case 
it  affords  better  chances  for  an  aseptic  operation. 

This  case  teaches  the  importance  of  attention  to  chronic  suppura- 
tive diseases  of  the  middle  ear. 

Case  III. — DurcU  Epilepsy,  Following  Injury  to  the  Scalp  ;  Sensi- 
tive Depressed  OiecUrix  of  the  Soalp;  Traumatic  Meningitis;  Incom- 
jJete  Hemiplegia;  OperaJtion;  Recovery. — 8.  J.  H.,  »t  63  years,  was 
admitted  to  the  Hahnemann  Hospital  in  the  service  of  Dr.  Charles 
M.  Thomas,  at  whose  request  I  examined  him.  Mr.  H.  stated  that 
he  was  in  possession  of  perfect  health  up  to  the  time  of  the  accident 
which  disabled  him,  one  year  ago.  In  the  accident  referred  to  he 
sustained  injuries  in  different  portions  of  the  body,  and,  so  he  stated, 
a  fracture  of  the  skull  in  the  frontal  region  on  the  right  side.  To 
confirm  this  assertion  there  was  to  be  seen  a  long  and  somewhat  de- 
pressed cicatrix,  giving  all  the  appearances  of  being  immediately 
over  a  depressed  portion  of  bone.  He  was  up  and  about  three  or 
four  weeks  after  the  accident.  Eight  or  teu  weeks  later  his  present 
ailment  b^an.  The  first  thing  that  he  noticed  was  spasmodic  move- 
ments all  over  the  right  side  of  the  body.  He  states,  furthermore, 
that  he  also  felt  these  spasms  "  inwardly."  These  spasmodic  move- 
ments consisted  of  twitchings  of  various  muscles  of  the  head  and 
extremities,  almost  rhythmical  in  character,  and  without  any  loss  of 
consciousness.  They  made  their  appearance  first  in  the  face,  then 
spreading  to  the  arm  and  leg,  and  in  the  order  mentioned.  At  the 
time  of  the  examination  the  twitching  was  worse  in  the  head  and 
face  than  elsewhere,  though  the  arms  and  legs,  particularly  the 
former,  were  by  no  means  free  from  it.  The  twitching  was  very 
slight  indeed  on  the  left  side.  He  has,  however,  a  stinging  feeling 
on  the  left  side  of  the  body.  He  complained  of  a  burning  feeling 
starting  at  the  cicatrix  and  extending  down  the  right  side  of  the 
head  and  neck,  and  down  the  back.  He  was  unable  to  lie  down,  as 
the  pressure  against  his  back  and  the  recumbent  posture  increaseil 
the  burning  and  the  twitchings,  and  he  became  delirious  and  finally 
lost  consciousness.  One  week  before  admission  to  the  hospital  he 
was  seized  with  convulsions,  which  were  limited  to  the  right  side  of 
the  body,  and  lasted  with  short  intermissions  for  three  days.  Be- 
tween the  convulsions  he  regained  consciousness.  The  convulsive 
movements  invariably  started  in  the  face.  The  only  aura  of  which 
he  has  any  knowledge  consists  of  a  **  nervous,  strained  feeling,"  more 
marked  on  the  right  side  of  the  body  than  elsewhere.  Some  time 
ago  he  had  an  attack  in  which  he  became  unconscious,  but  whether 
he  had  a  cnnvalsion  or  not  he  does  not  know.  When  he  recovered 
himself  he  found  that  he  was  entirely  unable  to  move  the  right  ara\ 
or  1^.  This  hemiplegia  improved  considerably,  but  since  the  con- 
vulsion immediately  preceding  his  admission  to  the  hospital  it  has 
been  worse.    He  now  walks  with  the  greatest  difficulty;  in  fact,  he 
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needs  assistanoe  to  prevent  him  from  falling.  His  speech  is  normal, 
so  far  as  his  ability  to  articulate  is  concerned,  but  it  was  of  a  char- 
acter that  gave  the  inipression  that  the  patient  was  suffering  from 
great  pain.  The  scar  at  the  junction  of  the  scalp  and  skin  of  the 
forehead,  above  referred  to,  was  exceedingly  sensitive  to  the  slightest 
touch,  which  not  only  caused  the  severe  burning  pain,  which  he  de- 
scribed, but  greatly  intensified  the  twitching  over  the  entire  right 
side  of  the  body.  From  this  twitching  he  was  never  free,  excepting 
when  asleep.  Successful  attempts  to  distract  his  attention  from  his 
ailment  had  no  effect  in  lessening  the  severity  of  the  movements. 
No  attempt  was  made  to  measure  the  strength  of  the  grasp  of  the 
hands  with  the  dynamometer,  as  he  had  lost  several  fingers,  and  no 
observation  for  comparative  purposes  was  considered  reliable.  His 
pupils  were  normal.  At  the  request  of  Dr.  Thomas,  Dr.  Jessup  made 
an  attempt  to  examine  the  eye  with  the  opthalmoscojie,  but  owing 
to  the  sensitiveness  of  the  parts  about  the  cicatrix  and  the  spasmodic 
closure  of  the  eyelids  the  examinations  proved  impossible.  The 
patellar  tendon  reflexes  were  exaggerated,  particularly  that  on  the 
right  side. 

The  character  of  the  symptoms  present  in  the  above  case  precluded 
any  possibility  of  giving  a  definite  opinion.  The  limitation  of  the 
convulsions  to  the  right  side  of  the  body,  and  the  right  sided  paraly- 
sis which  followed  the  attack,  seemed  to  point  almost  certainly  to  the 
lefl  side  of  the  brain  as  the  scat  of  disease.  Yet  the  fracture  of  the 
skull,  which  we  supposed  to  exist  immediately  beneath  the  depressed 
and  sensitive  cicatrix,  was  on  the  right  side  of  the  head,  the  same 
side  as  the  convulsions  and  paralysis.  The  likelihood  of  the  cicatrix 
being  the /onset  arigo  of  all  the  symptoms  was  carefully  considered, 
but  entertained  in  part  only.  The  possibility  of  such  a  cicatrix 
causing  convulsive  movements  in  the  face  on  the  same  side  was  ad- 
mitted without  question,  but  how  it  could  produce  a  complete  uni- 
lateral convulsion  succeeded  by  paralysis,  was  to  us  an  unexplainable 
problem.  The  existence  of  convulsions  on  the  same  side  of  the 
lesion  was  explainable  on  the  supposition  that  there  existed  some 
meningeal  irritation  immediately  beneath  the  scar.  We  also  asked 
ourselves  the  question :  "Could  there  be  a  lesion  produced  by  oontre 
ooup  on  the  left  side  of  the  brain  ?"  We  could  find  no  reason  for 
such  a  supposition,  other  than  the  limitation  of  the  symptoms  to  the 
right  half  of  the  body. 

The  proper  course  to  pursue,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  which  Dr. 
Thomas  concurred,  was  to  cut  down  over  the  area  of  skull  covered 
by  the  cicatricial  tissue,  and,  in  case  a  fracture  was  found,  to  tre- 
phine.    In  case  no  fracture  was  found,  it  was  thought  that  a  tre- 
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phining  might  still  be  indicated  owing  to  the  possible  existence  of  a 
depressed  fracture  of  the  inner  table  of  the  skull.     On  January  12, 
1890,  the  patient  was  brought  before  the  class  at  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  Ck)llege  for  operation.     A  horseshoe-shaped  flap,  including 
the  cicatrix,  was  dissected  up.   This.flap  was  found  densely  adherent 
to  the  surface  of  the  cranium   throughout  its  entire  lengthy  small 
bloodvessels  running  from  it  into  the  bone  structure.  The  line  of  the 
scar  was  exceedingly  thin.     No  evidence  of  a  fracture  was  to  be 
seen.     The  patient's  condition  was  so  serious,  and  his  recovery  prior 
to  the  operation  deemed  to  be  so  problematical,  that  it  was  decided 
to  trephine.     A  button  of  bone  was  therefore  removed  with  a  one- 
inch  trephine.     The  dura  mater  beneath  was  found  to  be  inflamed, 
and  adherent  quite  strongly  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  bone.     No 
evidence  of  fracture  of  the  internal  table  was  discoverable.     The 
wound  was  then  dressed   with  all  antiseptic  precautions^  and  the 
patient  put  to  bed.     Within  twenty  minutes  after  coming  out  from 
the  influence  of  the  antesthetic,  he  was  a  changed  man.     He  was  free 
from  pain,  absolutely  so.     The  twitching,  which  just  before  being 
taken  into  the  amphitheatre  was  constant,  had  almost  entirely  disap- 
peared, now  being  limited  to  the  face  only.     To  make  a  long  story 
short,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  the  improvement  thus  begun 
continued  until  the  patient's  discharge  from  the  hospital  an  appar- 
ently well  man.     On  the  second  day  after  the  operation  he  got  out 
of  his  bed  without  permission  and  walked  to  the  water-closet,  a  thing 
of  which  he  was  incapable  before.     He  had  but  one  rise  of  temper- 
ature, and  that  on  the  day  succeeding  the  operation,  and  which  we 
attributed  to  the  visit  of  his  wife.     It  might  also  be  said  that  for  a 
few  days  before  the  operation  the  man's  temperature  rose  to  102  ; 
this  fever  was  not  explainable,  except  on  the  supposition  of  a  menin- 
gitis being  present. 

This  patient  has  been  seen  several  times  since  his  discharge  from 
the  hospital.  He  is  a  well  man.  What  cured  him  ?  We  do  not 
know.  We  cannot  say  whether  it  was  the  dissection  of  the  cicatrix 
from  the  skull  or  the  opening  of  the  cranial  cavity,  or  both.  Most 
would  be  inclined  to  say,  at  first  thought,  that  the  whole  trouble  was 
due  to  the  cicatrix.  If  such  is  the  fact,  the  above  case  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  in  the  annals  of  medicine.  It  is  a  remarkable  one 
in  any  event,  but  it  would  be  more  so  if  dependent  entirely  upon  the 
cicatrix. 

A  very  interesting  observation  concerning  this  case  has  been 
made  since  the  man's  recovery.     We  find  that  all  events  that  trans- 
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pired  during  his  illness  are  now  a  complete  blank  to  him.  While  at 
home,  and  before  he  became  confined  to  his  bed,  he  had  ooeapied  his 
time  in  making  ornamental  articles.  But  on  his  recovery  he  remem- 
bered nothing  concerning  them. 

I  was  therefore  led  to  look  up  the  bibliography  of  the  subject  of 
sensitive  cicatrices  and  their  eSects.  I  knew  of  none  in  the  last  eight 
or  nine  years.  The  Caialogtibe  of  the  Libf'ary  of  the  Surgeon-Gen- 
eroTs  Office  of  the  United  States  Army  gave  reference  to  but  two 
papers  bearing  on  this  subject.  One  of  these  was  the  report  of  a 
case  of  vaso-motor  disturbance  (flushing  of  the  face  with  pain)  start- 
ing from  a  sensitive  cicatrix  about  the  mouth,  the  result  of  a  bite 
from  a  dog,  and  cured  by  counter-irritation  and  sedative  medication 
by  Mr.  H.  H.  Glutton.*  The  other  article  was  very  elaborate  in 
character,  and  presented  an  extensive  review  of  the  subject.  This 
pai)er  was  entitled  "  Neuralgia  and  Other  Neuroses  arising  from 
Cicatrices  of  the  Scalp,  and  their  Surgical  Treatment,''  by  Frederick 
D.  Ijente,  M.D.,t  of  Cold  Springs,  N.  Y.  In  recent  literature  in- 
stances of  cases  bearing  on  the  subject  are  reported  by  Mills^  and 
White.§  This  scarcity  in  reports  of  cases  of  nervous  disease,  and 
especially  epilepsy,  cured  by  excision  of  cicatrices,  is  all  the  more  sur- 
prising in  view  of  the  very  commonly  accepted  idea  that  such  cases 
are  of  frequent  occurrence,  A  recent  writer  (Schneider,  in  the  Ber- 
liner Med.  Wochenschr.,  No.  43,  1889)  says  that  we  all  have  heard 
of  such  instances.  Yet  when  one  makes  inquiries  he  fails  to  find 
hardly  a  single  case  as  having  been  cured  by  such  an  operation. 

Lente's  paper  deals  largely  with  the  effects  of  cicatrices  in  the 
scalp  in  their  relation  to  neuralgia.  The  evidence  he  brings  forward 
gives  strong  support  to  the  occasional  etiological  relation  between  the 
two  conditions.  These  cases  reported  are  all  convincing.  Of  his 
cases  of  amaurosis  arising  from  the  same  cause,  not  as  much  can  be 
said ;  all  of  them  occurred  in  pre-ophthalmoscopic  days,  and  there- 
fore at  a  time  when  observations  must  have  been  faulty  indeed. 

In  the  cases  of  epilepsy  reported  by  him  as  having  been  cured  by 
operation,  the  same  criticism  can  be  applied  as  I  have  already  made 
concerning  the  case  I  have  above  reported  :  The  excision  of  the  cica- 
trix was  followed  by  a  trephining,  generally  performed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  pressure  due  to  a  possible  depressed  fracture  of  the 

*  St,  Thomas's  Hotjnial  Reports,  1879. 

t  Transactions  of  the  American  Neurological  AssoeiaUon,  1875,  page  141. 

X  Brain,  October,  1889. 

2  University  Medical  Journal,  Febraarj,  1890. 
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inner  table  of  the  skull.  The  most  interesting  ease  reported  by 
Lente  is  that  of  an  officer  who  received  a  gunshot  wound  of  the  scalp 
in  the  parietal  region,  the  bullet  ploughing  awaj  a  portion  of  that 
bone.  In  consequence  of  this  wound  an  epilepsy,  with  hemiplegia, 
was  developed.  After  existing  some  time,  the  entire  trouble  was 
radically  cured  by  excision  of  the  cicatrix  and  trephining,  no  frac- 
ture, however,  being  discoverable.  This  was  in  1865 — certainly  an 
old  confirmation  of  the  doctrines  of  cerebral  localization  of  the  present 
day.  Lente  speaks  very  strongly  concerning  the  paucity  of  litera- 
ture relating  to  the  subject  of  epilepsy  and  cicatrices,  and  of  all  sur- 
gical authorities  quotes  only  two  as  having  had  any  experience  with 
the  subject,  namely,  the  elder  Gross  and  Willard  Parker. 

A  case  bearing  great  similarity  to  the  one  here  reported  is  that  of 
Mills,  to  which  that  author  makes  reference  in  his  valuable  brochure 
on  Cerebral  LocaMzaiion  in  its  Practical  RelaMons : 

''The  patient  had  been  subject  to  convulsions  which  seemed  to  date 
back  to  an  injury  of  the  head.  He  had  a  scar  in,  and  apparently  a 
depression  of,  the  skull  over  the  frontal  region.  Pressure  on  this 
scar  brought  on  a  unilateral,  largely  tetanic  convulsion  on  the  same 
side  as  the  scar.  A  fiap,  including  the  scar,  was  lifted,  and  tre- 
phining was  performed,  but  nothing  abnormal  was  found  in  the  inner 
table  or  the  dura.     The  scar  was  excised/' 

In  the  above  case  it  will  be  seen  that  the  same  measures  were  em- 
ployed as  in  our  own.  The  main  point  of  distinction  between  the 
two  cases  is,  that  in  ours  there  was  a  marked  meningeal  infiamma- 
tion,  and  the  diploe  of  the  skull  was  abnormally  vascular.  Mills 
reports  another  case  in  which  excision  of  the  cicatrix  only,  cured : 

*'  The  patient  had  convulsions,  sometimes  on  one  side  and  some- 
times  on  both,  and  these  could  be  brought  on  by  pressure  on  a  sear 
left  by  an  old  sabre  cut.  The  cicatrix  was  cut  out,  and  the  patient 
recovered." 

White's  case  is  extremely  interesting.  The  extreme  youth  of  the 
patient  (three  years)  makes  it  more  than  probable  that  such  an  irri- 
tating cause  (a  cicatrix  of  the  scalp)  might  very  readily  give  rise  to 
the  symptoms  reported.  The  indefinite  character  of  the  nervous 
symptoms,  a  condition  which  I  have  long  held  to  be  a  distinguish- 
ing feature  of  reflex  nervous  manifestations,  speaks  strongly  in  favor 
of  that  view : 

''Following  the  injury  there  was  a  marked  change  in  the  mental' 
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and  nervous  condition  of  the  child.  He  made  no  further  effort  at 
speech,  became  perverse  and  irritable  in  temper,  and  was  subject  to 
^hat  the  parents  termed  frequent  nervous  spells.  These  spells  were 
characterized  by  twitchings,  which  were,  at  times,  so  great  and  so 
violent  as  to  amount  almost  to  convulsions.  The  scar  lay  directly 
on  the  sagittal  suture,  and  was  a  half-inch  in  length,  and  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  anterior  to  the  vertex.  The  scar  only  was  removed, 
trephining  being  left  for  a  future  operation,  in  case  the  excision  of  the 
cicatrix  failed  to  cure.  Six  weeks  after  the  operation  the  patient  had 
had  but  one  convulsive  attack." 

Cases  bearing  some  similarity  to  the  one  under  consideration  are 
also  reported  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Fletcher,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  under  the 
title  "  The  Influence  of  the  Dura  Mater  in  Causing  Pain,  Reflex  and 
other  Phenomena,  when  Injured  or  Diseased."*  The  first  one  was 
that  of  a  patient  with  suicidal  and  homicidal  impulses,  who  suffered 
great  pain  in  the  head.  During  the  war  he  was  cut  along  the  centre 
of  the  parietal  bone  by  an  exploding  shell,  ploughing  a  groove  into 
the  bone.  Into  this  groove  the  wound  had  healed  into  a  firm  dense 
adherent  cicatrix.  A  triangular  flap  over  the  old  injury  was  raised 
with  the  intention  of  trephining,  but  no  fracture  being  found,  nothing 
was  done.  Marked  improvement,  but  not  cure  followed.  The 
second  case  was  one  of  injury  to  the  scalp  over  the  right  parietal 
bone  by  an  exploding  boiler.  Two  years  after  the  injury  the  patient 
had  severe  pain  on  the  right  side  of  the  head,  also  severe  epileptic 
convulsions,  paralysis  of  the  right  side  of  the  face,  and  nearly  constant 
twitching  of  the  right  side  of  the  face,  neck,  arm  and  hand.  This 
patient  was  trephined.  Thickened  and  adherent  dura  mater  was 
found,  which  was  broken  up  with  difficulty,  the  manipulations  of 
that  membrane  exciting  muscular  contractions.  This  patient  made 
a  complete  recovery. 

From  the  above  remarks  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  by  no  means 
arrived  at  a  definite  conclusion  regarding  what  cured  our  patient.  I 
believe  that  the  trephining  had  something  to  do  with  it.  I  believe 
that  the  mere  opening  of  the  cranial  cavity  will,  iu  some  instances, 
exert  curative  influences,  just  as  a  similar  operation  performed  on 
the  abdomen  will  cure  certain  intra-abdominal  lesions. 

Case  IV. — Jacksonian  Epilepsy  with  Hemiplegia  of  Ten  Years^ 
Stavding;  Excision  of  Hordey^s  Wrist  Centre;  Improvement  of  Pa- 
tient up  to,  the  Time  of  Wintirtg. — Charles  W.,  set.  16  years,  was  sent 
to  my  service  at  the  Hahnemann  College  Dispensary  by  Dr.  E.  D. 

*  Journal  of  the  American  Medteal  Astociationf  August  13, 18S7. 
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Buckman.  At  the  age  of  six  years  he  was  in  perfect  health.  One 
Sunday  morning,  while  being  dressed  by  his  sister,  his  left  arm  and 
band  l)ecame  powerless,  and  within  a  few  minutes  the  face  and  leg 
on  the  same  side  became  similarly  involved.  The  hemiplegia  l)ecame 
complete,  so  that  he  was  entirely  unable  to  move.  In  the  course  of 
five  or  six  weeks  he  was  up  and  about,  though  the  hemiplegia  never 
entirely  disappeared.  No  cause  could  be  assigned  by  his  mother 
for  this  attack,  until  she  was  told  that  two  days  before  it  occurred 
he  fell,  striking  his  head  against  a  curbstone.  No  scar,  or  even  abra- 
sion, came  from  that  accident.  About  one  year  after  the  hemiplegic 
attack  he  was  seized  with  convulsions,  of  the  Jacksonian  type.  These 
convulsive  attacks  consisted  of  a  sudden  flexion  at  the  wrist,  fullowed 
by  a  bringing  of  the  arm  somewhat  forward.  At  the  same  time, 
the  well  hand  would  make  an  effort,  by  grasping  the  one  in  convul- 
sion, to  restrain  the  movements.  During  these  attacks  he  did  not 
lose  consciousness.  Sometimes  the  seizures  would  not  be  limited  to 
the  arm,  but  would  spread  to  the  leg,  causing,  so  it  was  said,  flexion 
at  the  knee-joint.  Occasionally,  he  would  have  what  were  called 
his  severe  convulsions,  in  which  the  movements,  while  starting 
locally,  would  soon  become  universal.  In  these  latter  he  lost  con- 
sciousness. The  minor  attacks  were  of  daily  occurrence.  The  major 
ones  recurred  at  long  intervals  only. 

Status  Prcesens. — The  patient  is  poorly  developed  for  one  of  his 
years.  The  left  leg  and  arm  are  both  atrophied.  The  left  leg  is 
five-eighths  of  an  inch  shorter  than  the  right,  and  the  circumference 
of  the  thigh  at  its  middle  is  one  and  a  half  in.  less  than  its  fellow.  The 
left  arm  is  held  close  to  the  Inxly  with  the  elbow  and  wrist  both 
rigidly  flexed,  the  rigidity  being  decidedly  greater  at  the  latter  joint 
A  wrist  clonus  is  readily  attainable.  The  rigidity  passes  entirely 
away  during  sleep.  The  thumb  is  held  rigidly  in  the  palm  of  the 
hand.  His  gait  is  characteristic  of  old  hemiplegias.  Both  patellar 
tendon  reflexes  are  markedly  exaggerated,  and,  at  times,  a  patellar 
clonus  is  obtainable ;  ankle  clonus  also  present.  The  cutaneous  re- 
flexes, though  obtainable  on  both  sides,  are  more  marked  on  the  right. 
His  pupils  react  normally ;  the  fundus  oculi  is  normal.  His  mental 
development  is  poor ;  his  memory,  in  particular,  being  bad.  Tem- 
perature record,  taken  during  his  stay  in  the  hospital,  shows  that  it 
has  ranged  from  slightly  above  normal  to  100°  F. 

While  the  existence  of  a  gross  pathological  lesion,  together  with 
its  location,  was  plain  in  this  case,  the  nature  of  that  lesion  was 
not  so  clear.  Abscess  and  tumor  were  out  of  the  question.  The 
difficulty  at  the  time  of  the  hemiplegic  attack  was  undoubtedly  a 
haemorrhage  over  the  motor  area  of  the  cortex,  exerting  its  first  pres- 
sure on  the  cortical  area  centres,  and  spreading  both  upwards  and 
downwards  to  the  leg  and  face  centres  respectively.  The  role  played 
by  the  supposed  injury  was  not  by  any  means  clear.     If  there  was 
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a  depressed  fracture  of  the  inner  table,  and  it  had  given  rise  to  the 
heeniorrhage,  the  symptoms  would  have  appeared  much  earlier  ;  in 
fact,  it  is  inconceivable  that  a  traumatic  sub-dural  hemorrhage  could 
incre&se  so  slowly  for  two  days  as  to  then  only  begin  to  give  rise  to 
symptoms,  and  then,  within  a  few  minutes'  time,  spread  from  the 
middle  of  the  Rolandic  area  to  both  upper  and  lowec  extremities  of 
the  same.  But,  what  condition  was  present  ten  years  after  the  pri- 
mary lesion  ? 

The  indications  were,  however,  clear.  The  boy  was  dependent  for 
support  on  his  mother.  He  was  useless  as  a  member  of  society ;  his 
life  was  in  constant  danger.  An  exploratory  trephining  was  decided 
upon.  Whether  or  not  the  cortical  area  for  the  wrist  should  be  ex- 
cised was  left  an  open  question  to  be  decided  by  our  discoveries 
made  when  the  parts  were  exposed.  Accordingly,  on  March  1st,  Dr. 
C.  M.  Thomas  brought  the  case  before  the  class  at  his  surgical  clinic. 
The  Rolandic  area  was  carefully  mapped  out  as  in  Case  I.,  and  a 
button  of  bone  removed  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  middle  third 
of  the  fissure  of  Rolando  by  means  of  an  inch-and-a-half  trephine. 
On  making  an  incision  into  the  dura  mater  the  convolutions  came 
into  view,  though  they  were  very  much  obscured  by  an  cedematous 
infiltration  of  the  pia  mater.  Examination  with  the  finger  now 
disclosed  the  fact  that  the  anterior,  or  rather  the  pre- Rolandic, 
convolution  was  atrophied ;  besides  this,  and  the  thickening  and 
oedema  of  the  pia,  no  lesion  was  perceptible.  The  faradic  battery  was 
now  called  into   play  for  the  purpose  of  locating  the  wrist  area. 

Fig.  3. 


Eeen*s  Cerebral  Electrode. 

Keen^s  electrode  was  used  for  this  purpose.  On  first  applying  the 
same  to  the  cortex  the  weakest  current  poasible  was  employed.  This 
was  gradually  increased  in  strength  until  some  effect  was  produced. 
The  first  spot  selected  for  the  experiment  proved  to  be  the  one  for 
which  we  were  searching*  As  soon  as  a  moderately  strong  current 
was  obtained  (about  as  strong  as  would  excite  contraction  of  the  del- 
toid or  biceps  muscle  when  applied  locally),  flexion  of  the  wrist  took 
place ;  the  electrode  was  immediately  removed,  but  the  boy  passed 
through  the  remaining  movements  of  one  of  his  mild  attacks.  At 
the  same  time,  he  gave  some  evidence  of  not  being  fully  under  the 
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influence  of  the  aneesthetic;  further  manipulation  was  8to]>[)ed  until 
he  was  fully  etherized.  Then  the  electrode  was  applied  to  the  same 
spot  once  more^  but  with  the  same  result.  It  was  then  placed  upon 
other  neighboring  convolutions,  but  with  native  results.  Then,  a 
third  time,  was  it  applied  to  the  supposed  wrist  area,  only  to  confirm 
the  first  observation.  Dr.  Thomas  then  excised  this  area,  which  was 
about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  square,  to  a  depth  of  one-half  inch. 

Up  to  the  time  of  excising  the  cortex,  irrigation  was  with  distilled 
water  only.  This  was  done  because  Keen  and  Roswell  Park  claim 
that  the  faradic  irritability  of  the  cortex  of  the  brain  is  destroyed  by 
antiseptic  solutions,  as  carbolic  acid  and  mercuric  chloride.  It  is 
worthy  of  mention,  in  this  connection,  tiiat  Lloyd  and  Deaver  in 
their  case  reported  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for 
November,  1888,  not  only  used  mercuric  chloride  solution  for  irri- 
gation, but  when  they  came  to  locate  the  area  for  which  they  sought, 
they  wrapped  the  points  of  the  electrode  in  sublimated  cotton  and 
saturated  the  same  in  a  solution  of  mercuric  chloride,  1:1000. 

The  boy  came  out  from  the  influences  of  the  anaesthetic  without 
difficulty.  His  progress  since  the  time  of  operation  to  the  present 
has  been  uneventful.  On  March  10th  he  was  sent  home;  he  has  had 
no  attacks  of  any  kind;  his  mental  condition  has  improved  greatly. 
What  the  ultimate  result  will  be  must  at  the  present  time  remain 
problematical.  Of  course,  the  movements  presided  over  by  the 
excised  cortical  area  will  be  forever  lost ;  but  the  left  arm  was  use- 
less prior  to  the  operation,  so  that  the  patient  cannot  be  considered 
any  the  worse  ofl^'  for  the  operation,  for  this  reason.  The  propriety 
of  the  procedure  adopted  in  this  case  has  been  attested  by  Horsley, 
Keen  and  others. 

Case  V. — Traumatism  of  the  Heady  followed  by  Attacks  of  Mental 
Aberration  with  Aphasia;  Trephining  over  the  Anterior  Extremity  of 
the  Fissure  of  Sylvius ;  Death;  Autopsy. — Jesse  K.,  »t.  31  years, 
conductor  on  freight  train,  was  brought  to  the  Hahnemann  Hospital 
by  Dr.  Walley,  of  Mifflintown,  Pa.,  on  February  13,  1890.  1  saw 
the  patient  with  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas,  in  whase  charge  he  was  placed. 
The  following  history  was  elicited:  On  October  2,  1888,  he  was 
strack  on  the  left  side  and  back  of  the  head,  knocked  down  and 
picked  up  in  an  insensible  condition.  Blood  flowed  from  the  nose 
and  left  ear;  the  left  ear  was  cut  externally;  aside  from  th^  latter, 
the  head  bore  no  external  manifestations  of  injury.  His  uncon- 
sciousness lasted  three  hours.  When  consciousness  returned,  the 
patient  seemed  to  be  entirely  rational.  He  complained,  however,  of 
severe  pain  all  through  the  head,  grasping  it  (especially  the  left  side) 
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with  both  hands.  This  pain  lasted  from  4  P.M.  to  9  P.M.,  when  it 
disappeared  spontaneously.  He  then  went  to  sleep  and  rested  well 
throughout  the  entire  night.  Upon  awakening  he  did  not  complain 
of  much  pain,  and  got  up  and  shaved  himself.  He  remained  in  this 
natural  condition  until  about  the  middle  of  October.  A  change 
was  then  noticed  in  his  speech ;  it  became  wandering  and  incohe- 
rent; he  could  articulate  [)erfe(;tly,  but  his  thoughts  were  discon- 
nected. A  few  days  later  he  complained  of  coldness  in  his  hands 
and  feet,  and  then  came  absolute  inability  to  articulate.  This  attack 
disap|)eared,  leaving  him  with  a  discK>nuected  manner  of  talking. 
In  two  weeks  the  same  kind  of  an  attack  was  repeated,  and  lasted 
one  hour ;  before  the  attack  had  disappeared,  he  could  not  speak  at 
all,  only  mutter  and  make  sounds.  The  attacks  above  described 
were  rei>eated  at  intervals  of  two  weeks  until  December,  1888,  when 
they  occurred  every  other  day.  In  January,  1889,  none  occurred. 
During  this  month  he  could  speak  clearly,  but  the  pain  in  the  head 
continued.  At  this  time  an  eruption  appeared  in  the  beard  upon 
the  left  side  of  the  face.  In  the  middle  of  February  the  "attacks" 
returned  with  greater  severity  than  ever ;  they  lasted  longer,  were 
accompanied  by  general  tremor,  severe  pain,  worse  on  the  right  side, 
and  loss  of  power,  gradually  increasing  until  both  sides  of  the  body 
were  aifected ;  and  then  unconscnousness  appeareil.  Between  these 
attacks  he  could  articulate  with  difficulty.  When  consciousness 
would  return  he  would  say,  **  Now  I  am  better."  He  would  then 
complain  only  of  pain,  placing  his  hand  on  the  left  side  of  the  fore- 
head mostly.  His  condition  varied  during  March,  April  and  May, 
but  no  new  symptoms  ap{>eared. 

During  June  he  would  awaken  from  sleep  and  scream  out  "  I  am 
going  down."  He  would  also  jump  up  suddenly  when  in  bed  and 
cry  that  the  ceiling  was  falling  down  upon  him. 

In  August  the  alxlomeii  became  markedly  distended ;  this  lasted 
one  day  and  was  relieved  by  purgation.  In  December,  1889,  Dr. 
Walley  was  called  in  to  see  the  patient,  who  was  constipated  at  that 
time.  The  doctor  also  obtained  a  history  of  incontinence  of  faeces 
and  urine  at  times ;  also,  that  during  last  summer  and  fall,  he  had 
lost  all  control  of  all  extremities.  For  the  past  three  or  four  months 
his  condition  has  been  apparently  the  same  as  at  present  He  eats 
well,  with  no  difficulty  whatever  in  swallowing  either  liquids  or 
solids.  He  apparently  is  unable  to  recognize  his  surroundings.  He 
cannot  tell  when  urine  or  faeces  are  voided.  Sleep  is  variable ;  some- 
times it  is  good  and  at  others  it  is  restless.  He  sleeps  but  little 
during  the  day.  When  excited  he  will  "grit  his  teeth  "  and  indulge 
in  profanity.  Otherwise  than  the  few  profane  words  uttered,  he 
does  not  articulate  at  all.  The  sight  of  the  left  eye  has  been  said  to 
have  been  lost  since  the  accident.  His  pupils  react  normally.  An 
ophthalmoscopic  examination  was  not  satisfactory,  though  it  was 
thought  that  the  disk  was  markedly  paler  than  normal.  The  patient 
makes  more  or  less  constant  efforts  to  speak,  which  end  in  muttering 
and  unintelligible  sounds.    He  makes  efforts  to  grasp  and  shake  hands 
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with  those  who  approach  hira.  He  is  unable  to  walk  without  assis- 
tance. During  the  patient's  stay  in  the  hospital  his  appetite  was  good. 
Aluch  of  the  history  was  confirmed  so  far  as  it  related  to  his  ftresent 
condition.  When  his  wife  called  upon  him  he  recognized  her  at 
once,  and  caressed  her,  but  he  never  spoke.  He  frequently  placed 
his  hand  upon  the  left  side  of  the  head  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it 
impossible  to  tell  whether  the  discomfort  which  excited  the  act  was 
in  the  forehead  or  in  the  back  part  of  the  head.  Numerous  attempts 
were  made  to  test  the  surface  temperatures  of  the  scalp.  The  areas 
or  stations  selected  for  this  purpose  were  almost  invariably  a  degree 
higher  on  the  left  side  than  they  were  on  the  right;  but  the  relative 
temperatures  of  the  stations  on  the  same  side  were  extremely  variable. 
At  one  time  the  occipital  station  gave  the  highest  register,  while  at 
other  times  the  frontal  was  the  highest.  The  study  of  the  surface 
temperatures  of  the  head  as  a  localizing  symptom  was  therefore 
abandoned.  During  the  last  three  days  of  February,  1890,  the 
patient  failed  not  a  little.  His  appetite  lessened  somewhat.  He 
also  had  a  slightly  increased  general  temperature. 

The  exact  nature  of  the  above  case  was  a  puzzle  from  the  start. 
The  initial  appearance  of  the  symptoms  two  weeks  after  the  accident 
pointed  to  traumatism  as  a  cause.  But  the  localizing  symptoms 
were  by  no  means  as  clear  cut  as  they  fnight  have  been.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  fact  that  the  initial  symptoms  in  the  case  were 
mental  impairment,  and  that  the  disorder  in  speech  was  secondary 
to  the  same,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  lesion,  whatever  it  was, 
started  in  the  frontal  lobe,  on  the  left  side,  just  anterior  to  the 
fissure  of  Sylvius.  This  view  seemed  to  find  confirmation  further- 
more in  the  point  of  original  injury  which  was  on  the  leftside  of  the 
front  of  the  head.  There  were  no  symptoms  pointing  to  other  areas 
of  the  brain  as  possible  seats  of  disease.  The  inability  to  control 
the  movements  of  the  limbs  was  entirely  unexplainable  by  the  above 
diagnosis,  however.  The  disorder  in  speech  seemed  to  be  an  aphasia, 
and  nothing  else.  There  was  no  paralysis  of  cranial  nerves;  no 
sign  of  lesion  of  the  bulb ;  and  the  man  could  utter  a  few  words  of 
emotional  nature,  as  those  used  by  him  in  the  indulgence  of  pro- 
fanity. The  most  likely  lesion  that  would  follow  an  injury  to  the 
head  is  abscess  of  the  brain.  I  therefore  advised  an  exploratory 
trephining,  the  opening  to  be  made  right  over  the  anterior  end  of 
the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  and  in  front  of  the  ascending  branch  of  that 
fissure.  Thus  the  portion  of  the  brain  immediately  over  the  roof  of 
the  orbit^  and  at  the  junction  of  the  anterior  and  middle  fossae  of  the 
skull,  was  exposed.  An  abscess  starting  in  this  neighborhood  might 
very  readily  excite  mental  disorder  at  first,  and  then,  as  it  increased 
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in  size,  its  pressure  backwards  would  cause  interfereoce  with  the 
functions  of  the  speech  area. 

The  trephining  was  performed.  The  dura  was  incised  by  a  crucial 
incision,  and  the  brain  bulged  markedly.  There  was,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding case,  an  effusion  beneath  the  pia  mater,  obscuring  the  eon- 
volutions.  On  incising  the  latter  membrane  there  appeared  a  copious 
flow  of  serum.  To  discover  the  presence  of  any  abscess  in  this 
neighborhood  a  grooved  director  was  now  passed  in  several  direc- 
tions to  the  depth  of  an  inch  an(J  a  quarter,  but  nothing  was  found. 
The  serous  flow  continued  throughout  this  procedure ;  in  fact,  the 
fluid  running  down  the  convolutions,  and  coming  in  oontact  with 
the  grooved  director  poured  off  that  instrument  in  a  manner  almost 
to  indicate  that  it  came  from  the  puncture  of  the  brain  tissue  itself. 
The  patient  was  then  dressed  and  put  to  bed. 

Following  the  operation  there  was  no  improvement  in  his  mental 
condition,  nor  indeed  was  there  any  aggravation.  He  was  as  ob- 
livious of  his  surroundings  as  before;  and  the  only  words  uttered 
were  his  profane  ejaculations.  At  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  fol- 
lowing the  operation  he  was  seized  with  convulsions,  said  convulsions 
being  limited  to  the  right-side  of  the  fape  and  the  right  arm ;  the 
leg  remaining  perfectly  quiet.  The  head  and  eyes  deviated  to  the 
right.  He  was  apparently  unconscious.  The  convulsions  continued 
without  alteration  until  death  took  place,  fifty-one  hours  after  the 
operation.  A  post-mortem  examination  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
the  day  of  his  death  by  Dr.  Carl  Vischer,  Drs.  C.  M.  Thomas,  John 
E.  James,  R.  B.  Weaver,  H.  L.  Northrup,  J.  M.  Caley,  and  myself 
being  present.  The  only  abnormality  discoverable  was  an  universal 
oedema  of  the  pia  mater.  The  effusion  was  in  no  one  place  any 
greater  than  in  another,  though  the  thickening  of  that  membrane 
was  decidedly  more  marked  over  the  left  half  of  the  cerebrum.  The 
brain  substance  was  apparently  normal.  The  membranes  were 
nowhere  adherent.  The  ventricles  were  enormously  dilated  and 
filled  with  the  same  serous  fluid  as  was  found  on  the  convexity  of 
the  brain.  At  the  roof  of  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  was  found  a  very 
slight  haemorrhage,  of  almost  paper-like  thickness,  and  extending 
through  the  entire  length. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  I  was  mistaken  rc^rding  the  existence 
of  a  local  lesion.  It  will  furthermore  be  noted  that  the  autopsy 
fully  explained  all  the  symptoms  present  in  the  case,  from  the  mental 
impairment  and  aphasia  to  the  convulsions  and  the  inability  to  direct 
the  movements  of  the  extremities.  The  most  surprising  feature  of 
the  case  is  that  such  a  lesion  should  have  resulted  from  injury. 
There  was  no  inflammation   of  the  dura  mater.     Inflammation  of 
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the  pia-arachnoid  with  effusion,  bo  far  as  my  reading  goes,  is  hardly 
mentioDed  as  a  sequence  of  traumatism. 

The  localized  character  of  the  symptoms  is  in  perfect  keeping  with 
the  symptomatology  of  chronic  meningitis;  in  fact,  it  might  be  said 
that  there  is  nothing  that  chronic  meningitis  cannot  do  in  the  way 
of  producing  symptoms.  It  would  seem  to  almost  vie  with  hysteria 
in  this  respect. 

It  seems  to  me,  even  with  the  results  of  the  operation  known,  that 
the  entire  procedure  was  justifiable.  The  only  thing  not  done,  that 
might  have  been  done  with  some  prospect  of  benefit,  was  tapping  of 
the  ventricles.  But  we  had  no  evidence  that  a  condition  requiring 
such  a  procedure  existed.  The  man  was  in  a  condition  of  a  ^'  living 
death  '^  prior  to  the  operation,  and  was  rapidly  failing.  Had  it 
been  otherwise,  the  operation  would  not  have  been  attempted. 


LYCOPODIUM  CLAVATUM. 

BT  AUG.  KORNIXBRFEB,  M.D.,  PHILADBLPHIA. 

The  pathogenesis  of  this  remedy,  oomprising,  as  it  does,  more  than 
thirty-one  hundred  symptoms,  offers  to  the  student  of  materia  medica 
a  most  formidable  task,  a  fact  which  but  too  frequently  results  in 
neglect  of  this  oft  indicated  and  invaluable  antipsoric. 

Hahnemann,  in  his  introductory  remarks  to  lycopodium.  Chrome 
Diseases,  vol.  iv.,  says  that, ''  although  the  old  school  had,  until  his 
day,  taught  that  it  possessed  scarcely  any  medicinal  virtue,  neverthe- 
less, if  prepared  according  to  the  homoeopathic  method  of  trituration 
and  potentization,  it  proves  itself  to  be  endowed  with  most  wonderful 
curative  qualities  in  its  thirty  different  grades  of  dynamization.  In 
these  preparations,  lycoi^Mlium  becomes  one  of  our  most  indispensable 
antipsoric  remedies." 

In  critically  reviewing  its  lengthy  pathogenesis  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  condensed,  yet  comprehensive,  synopsis  of  its  specific  ef- 
fects, we  are  impressed  with  the  very  marked  condition  of  weakness, 
which  involves  both  mind  and  body  of  the  lycopodium  patient. 

The  weak  memory  of  the  aged  may,  in  many  cases,  be  ameliorated 
by  its  use. 

Weakness  of  digestion,  with  great  accumulation  of  gas  in  the 
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stomach  and  iutestines,  is  very  prominent ;  the  flatus  is  odorless,  and 
there  is  but  little  unpleasant  taste  in  the  mouth,  a  fact  which  serves 
to  differentiate  it  from  arsen.,  carbo  veg.,  and  others. 

Symptoms  of  torpid  action  of  the  liver,  with  hepatic  congestion, 
hsemorrhoidal  affections,  constipation  and  ofttimes  entire  loss  of  appe- 
tite, are  prominent. 

A  peculiar  and  frequently-observed  symptom  of  the  lycopodium 
patient  is  an  inordinate  hunger  which,  after  even  a  few  mouthfulsof 
food,  speedily  gives  place  to  a  sense  of  repletion,  so  that  he  cannot  eat 
any  more. 

Reflex  heart-symptoms  occurring  during  digestion,  are  by  no 
means  uncommon. 

Looking  further,  we  find  oversensitiveness  of  sight,  hearing  and 
smell,  though  not  necessarily  combined  in  any  one  given  case. 

Note  the  fact,  also,  that  the  orifices  of  the  body,  i.e.,  eyelids,  ears, 
nostrils,  lips,  prepuce,  vulva  and  anus  are  apt  to  be  the  seat  of  char- 
acteristic symptoms. 

The  most  prominent  painful  sensations  are  either  burning,  cutting, 
or  tearing.  The  most  prominent  aggravations  occur  between  4  and 
8  P.M. 

Women  in  advanced  life,  as  well  as  persons  of  keen  intellect  but 
of  feeble  muscular  development,  predisposed  to  affections  of  the  lungs 
and  liver,  often  find  in  lycopodium  the  similimum  to  their  diseased 
states. 

Especially  is  this  true,  if  there  is  also  a  marked  disposition  to 
catch  cold  from  slight  exposure. 

Such  a  brief  sketch  of  its  sphere  of  action,  though  giving  but  a 
faint  idea  of  its  individuality,  serves  to  fix  in  the  mind  the  general 
character  of  many  of  the  cases  to  which  lycopodium  stands  in  ho- 
moeopathic relationship. 

With  this  as  an  introduction,  and  bearing  in  mind  Hahnemann's 
instruction,  Orgaiwn^  §  153,  that  "  we  ought  to  be  particularly,  and 
almost  exclusively,  attentive  to  the  symptoq|s  that  are  striking,  sin- 
gular, extraordinary  and  peculiar  (characteristic),'*'  let  us  cull  from 
its  voluminous  provings  such  symptoms  as  give  it  individuality 
among  the  remedies  of  the  materia  medica. 

As  before  stated,  mental,  as  well  as  bodily,  weakness  is  prominent; 
thus,  we  find:  Vanishing  of  thoughts;  confusion  of  thoughts;  ina- 
bility to  find  correct  words  to  express  his  thoughts ;  uses  wrong  words 
for  correct  ideas;  memory  becomes  weak,  especially  during  advancing 
age. 
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In  moody  the  lycop.  patient  is  sensitive  and  inclined  to  be  tearful. 
This  must  be  distinguished  from  a  similar  symptom  of  such  remedies 
as  pulsat,  ignat.y  coocul.,  etc. 

Lycopod.,  though  mild,  is  more  imperious  and  less  variable  than 
pulsat  or  ignat.  It  is,  also,  markedly  distrustful  and  fault-find- 
ing. 

In  mildness,  it  compares  with  coccul.,  calad.,  crocus,  cupr.  m., 
ignat.,  pulsat.,  silic. 

In  distrust,  with  anacard.,  baryt.,  bellad.,  caust.,  cicut,  droeer., 
helleb.,  hyoec.,  pulsat.,  sulph.  ac. 

In  peevishness,  with  anacard.,  aurum,  calc.  c,  caust.,  cham.,  he- 
par,  ignat.,  ipec.,  mere,  v.,  natr.  c,  uitr.  ac,  phos.,  phos.  ac.,  platin. 
pulsat.,  sarsap.,  silic,  staph.,  sulph.,  viol.  tr. 

In  haughtiness,  with  platin.,  stram.,  veratr. 

It  has  much  less  variableness  than  either  aurum,  ignat.,  platin., 
pulsat  or  sulph.  ac 

Covetousness  is  marked  in  lycopod.,  as  well  as  in  arsen.,  bryon.  or 
pulsat 

Despondency  is  observed  to  a  marked  degree,  and  melancholy  has 
been  cured  by  lycopod.  Doubts  about  her  salvation  may  occur, 
especially  before  the  menses.  Satiety  of  life  may  be  an  accompani- 
ment in  such  cases. 

Vertigo,  when  drinking  and  when  stooping. 

The  headaches  are  variously  described  as  stupefying,  stitching, 
pressing  or  tearing  in  character ;  they  occur  mostly  on  the  right  side 
and  are  worse  between  4  and  8  p.m. 

The  tearing  pain  begins  in  the  forehead,  or  right  side  of  tha  head, 
and  extends  down  to  the  neck,  involving  the  face,  eyes  and  teeth. 
Sanguinaria  has  headache  beginning  in  the  occiput,  and  spreading 
to  right  temple  and  eye.  Silic.  has  shooting  pains  from  the  nape  of 
the  neck  to  the  vertex,  relieved  by  wrapping  up  warmly.  Spigelia 
has  pain  which  begins  in  the  occiput  and  spreads  over  the  leflb  side, 
becoming  a  violent  pulsation  in  the  left  temple  and  over  the  left  eye, 
in  periodical  attacks,  i^hus  rad.  has  severe  aching,  beginning  in  the 
occiput  or  sub-occipital  region,  and  spreading  through  to  the  fore- 
head, jarring  or  jolting  as  when  riding  causes  severe  aggravation. 
Juglans  cath.  (preparation  of  the  bark  from  young  branches)  has 
violent  sub-occipital  headache ;  also,  has  violent  pains  in  the  region 
of  the  axis  vertebra.  A  single  dose  of  the  30th  potency  is  usually 
sufficient  I  have  seen  a  second  dose  cause  severe  aggravation,  thus 
confirming  an  observation  made  by  Dr.  J.  Jeanes,  many  years  ago. 
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Lycopod.  has  an  eruption  beginning  on  the  back  of  the  head, 
spreading  to  the  ears  and  face ;  it  is  thick  and  crusty,  oozing  a  fetid 
moisture,  and  bleeding  easily.  Scratching,  as  well  as  warmth,  ag- 
gravate. 

Pityriasis  in  spots  on  the  scalp.  Hair  falls  off  in  spots.  Loss  of 
hair  after  typhoid  fever. 

Among  the  eye-symptoms  we  must  mention  night-blindness  coming 
on  early  in  the  evening,  with  black  spots  before  the  eyes ;  also,  per- 
pendicular half-sight;  sees  only  the  left  half  of  an  object  distinctly. 
In  this  condition,  compare  lithium  carb.,  mur.  ac.,  natr.  m.  In 
horizontal  half-sight,  upper  half  dark,  think  of  aurum. 

Cataract  has  been  relieved  by  lycop.  Think  also  of  magn.  m., 
sulph.,  amm.  mur.,  silic.,  and  graph.,  as  having  been  eminently  ser- 
viceable in  the  treatment  of  this  condition. 

Acute  as  well  as  the  chronic  forms  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  and 
lids,  with  lachrymation  during  the  day  and  agglutination  of  the  lids 
at  night,  accompanied  by  photophobia,  may  call  for  lycop.  The  con- 
junctiva is  very  red,  looking  like  raw  flesh.  Styes  near  the  inner 
canthus.     Itching  in  the  canthi,  especially  the  inner. 

The  hearing  is  oversensitive;  music  and  sounds  affect  the  ears 
painfully.  Roaring,  humming  and  whizzing  in  the  ears.  Purulent 
otorrhoea ;  polypus  of  the  ear.  The  closing  of  the  nostrils  by  puru- 
lent discharge,  at  night,  reminds  us  of  the  agglutination  of  the  eye- 
lids. 

Obstruction  at  the  root  of  the  nose ;  must  breathe  through  the 
mouth ;  the  breath  being  interrupted,  the  child  starts  and  screams. 
Think  also  of  aeon.,  nux  vom.,  puis.,  and  sambuc. 

The  coryza  of  lycop.  is  acrid,  excoriating  the  lips.  When  such  a 
discharge  occurs  during  scarlatina,  compare  also  arseu.,  arum.  tr.  and 
nitr.  ac. 

The  mouth  bears  evidence  of  the  depraved  state  of  the  digestive 
organs  and  the  consequent  faulty  nutrition  in  the  easily  bleeding 
gums ;  offensive  smell  from  the  mouth,  especially  in  the  morning  on 
awaking ;  vesicles  on  the  tip  of  the  tongue,  which  feels  scalded  or 
raw ;  and  the  ulcers  in  and  under  the  tongue.  The  mouth  is  dry. 
The  taste  may  be  bitter,  though  frequently  there  is  no  unpleasant 
taste. 

Swelling  of  the  lower  lip  is  often  observed.  Lachesis  has  swell- 
ing of  the  lower  lip,  and  bell.,  calc.  c  and  sulph.  of  the  upper  lip. 

Teeth  painful  to  the  touch  (sulph.,  as  if  too  long).  Yellow  color 
of  the  teeth.    Toothache,  with  swelling  of  the  cheek,  ameliorated  by 
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the  heat  of  the  bed,  compare  bryon.  and  nux  vom. ;  and  from  warm 
applications,  compare  rhus  tox.,  staphis,  arsen.,  ant.  cr.,  etc. 

Mercur.  is  worse  from  heat  of  the  bed.  Cham.,  though  occasion- 
allj  better  from  heat,  has  more  prominently  pain  recommencing 
on  entering  a  warm  room  and  is  worse  from  drinking  anything 
warm. 

Inflammatory  enlargement  of  glandular  organs  often  finds  its 
Biniilimum  in  lycopod.  We  find  it  curative  in  acute  or  chronic 
enlargement  of  the  tonsils.  Ulceration  of  the  tonsils,  first  right,  then 
left.  In  this  it  is  similar  to  mere.  prot.  iod.,  from  which  it  may 
readily  be  distinguished  by  the  thick  yellow  coating  of  the  tongue  of 
the  m.  p.  i.  (Lachesis  and  the  mere.  bin.  iod.  have  first  left,  then 
right.) 

The  ulcers  in  the  throat  of  the  lycop.  are  accompanied  by  fetid 
odor  and  often  by  purulent  discharge  from  the  nose.  Tickling  sen- 
sation in  the  ears  is  a  frequent  accompaniment  in  throat  affections.. 
Hawking  up  of  bloody  mucus  is  common. 

While  lycop.  is  usually  characterized  by  the  symptoms,  small 
quantities  of  food  satiate,  the  abdomen  becoming  bloated  from  the 
least  food ;  we  also  find  attacks  of  ravenous  hunger  causing  headache 
if  not  satisfied;  cactus  grand,  also  has  headache  when  getting, 
hungry. 

Though  frequently  indicated  in  gastric  derangements,  there  seldom 
is  vomiting.  Nausea  often. exists  in  the  morning.  Riding  in  a 
carriage  causes  nausea.  In  such  cases  compare  arsen.,  borax,  coccul.,. 
hepar,  ignat.,  nux  mos.,  petrol.,  sepia,  silic,  sulph. 

Nausea,  after  riding  in  a  carriage,  requires  nitr.  ac. 

(Seasickness  usually  yields  to  arsen.  30  or  coccul.  6,  as  I  have 
been  able  to  verify  in  many  cases.) 

Characteristic  of  lycop.  is  painful  swelling,  as  well  as  sensitiveness 
of  the  pit  of  the  stomach  to  tight-lacing  or  touch.     Compare  lachesis* 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  has  been  relieved  by  lycop. 

A  symptom  pointing  to  lycop.  in  widely  different  forms  of  disease 
is  continuous  rumbling  about  the  left  flexure  of  the  oolon ;  occa- 
sionally it  may  also  be  in  the  right. 

Sulph.  has  a  similar  rumbling  in  the  region  of  the  sigmoid  flexure.. 

Chronic  affections  of  the  liver  following  fright  often  call  for  lycop. 
Constipation  is  common,  the  stools  are  hard,  and  there  is  an  in- 
effectual desire  for  an  evacuation.  We  also  find  excessive  contrac- 
tion of  the  sphincter  ani,  pain  continuing  hours  after  a  passage ;. 
compare  plumb. 
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Diarrhoea,  stools  green,  slimy  and  odorless.  The  odorless  dis- 
charge corresponds  to  the  odorless  flatus  which  is  so  characteristic  of 
lycop.  The  obstructed  portal  circulation  results  in  painful  pro- 
truding hsBmorrhoids,  which  are  worse  when  sitting. 

Heemorrhage  from  the  rectum  even  after  a  soft  stool. 

Itching  eruption  around  the  anus,  painful  to  the  touch.  Sulph. 
has  a  similar  eruption,  which,  however,  is  not  so  painful. 

The  most  characteristic  symptom  of  the  urinary  organs  is  the  red 
sandy  deposits  in  the  urine.  There  may  be  great  delay  in  passing 
the  urine,  with  severe  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys. 

Another  and  quite  contrary  symptom  found  in  nervous  states 
calling  for  lycop.  is  frequent  desire  to  urinate,  with  discharge  of  large 
quantities  of  pale  urine. 

Haemorrhage  from  the  bladder,  painless. 

Stitches  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  in  the  anus  at  the  same 
time.  This  symptom  may  accompany  haemorrhoids.  Renal  colic, 
especially  left  side.  Raue  recommends  it  for  the  right  side  after 
nux  vom. 

The  lycopod.  weakness  is  marked  in  the  sexual  organs  by  im- 
potence; the  penis  is  small,  cold  and  relaxed.  Excessive  and  ex- 
hausting pollutions  may  occur.  In  thid  condition  think  also  of 
kobalt.,  nux  vom.,  phos.  ac.  and  cinch. 

The  menses  are  too  profuse  and  last  too  long ;  or  may  be  sup- 
pressed from  fright. 

Dysmenorrhoea  with  the  characteristic  abdominal  distension  and 
accompanied  by  pain  in  the  temples,  as  if  screwed  together. 

The  vaginal  mucous  membrane  may  be  dry,  or  we  may  have  a 
milky-looking  leucorrhoea,  often  corrosive,  and  sometimes  bloody. 

Flatus  passes  from  the  vagina.  This  symptom  has  also  been  ob- 
served in  brom.,  nux  mos.,  phos.  ac.  and  sanguin. 

Hard,  burning  nodosities  in  the  mamniee  may  call  for  lycop., 
though  carbo  an.,  as  well  as  arsen.,  should  be  carefully  studied. 

Soreness  and  bleeding  of  the  nipples  during  lactation  has  been 
cured  by  lycop.,  though  the  constitutional  rather  than  the  local  con- 
dition leads  to  the  choice. 

Stinging  in  the  nipples. 

The  chest  affections  of  children  requiring  this  remedy  are  char- 
acterized by  loss  of  vitality,  the  child  becoming  very  quiet;  short- 
ness of  breath,  especially  during  sleep ;  child  cannot  yawn,  and  cries 
because  the  yawning  is  interrupted.  Bronchial  and  pulmonary 
affections  quite  frequently  call  for  this  remedy.     The  cough  of  lycop. 
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18  asaallj  worse  towards  eveniDg  (between  4  and  8  p.m.),  and  is  ag- 
gravated by  exertion  and  on  alternate  days ;  also  from  stooping ; 
from  lying,  especially  on  the  right  side;  from  exposure  to  the  wind, 
and  in  the  warm  room.  Expectoration,  especially  during  the  day, 
copious,  pnrulent,  gray,  salty ;  or,  bloody,  rust  colored.  The  morning 
oough  is  accompanied  by  green  expectoration  ;  compare  stann.,  sepia, 
puis,  and  paris.  The  stitches  in  the  chest  remind  one  also  of  bryon., 
kal.  c.  and  squilla. 

In  pneumonia,  during  the  stage  of  hepatization,  lycop.  is  fre- 
quently indicated.  The  circumscribed  redness  of  the  cheeks,  the 
dryness  and  redness  of  the  lips  and  tongue,  the  aversion  to  covering 
and  the  irritability  of  temper  on  awaking,  together  with  the  rusty 
sputum  and  fan-like  motion  of  the  alse  nasi,  form  reliable  guides. 

Threatened  paralysis  of  the  lungs  is  another  form  in  which  the 
general  adynamic  state  so  characteristic  of  this  remedy  is  manifested. 

Palpitation  of  the  heart,  worse  during  digestion;  also  palpitation 
mostly  toward  or  during  the  evening ;  it  may  be  so  violent  that  the 
patient  must  stand  still,  yet  standing  fatigues. 

Rheumatic  pains  and  tension  in  the  right  shoulder-joint.  Stiffness 
and  pain  in  the  back  and  small  of  the  back,  and  soreness  and  stiff- 
ness of  the  neck.  Weakness  of  the  arms.  The  fingers  "go  to  sleep  " 
easily.  Inflammatory  redness  and  swelling  of  the  finger-joints. 
Burning  in  the  palms,  similar  to  sulph. 

Nightly  tearing  pains  in  the  legs.  Swelling  and  stiffness  of  the 
knee.     Swelling  of  the  whole  leg. 

Lycop.  has  proved  curative  in  phlegmasia  alba  when  the  saphenous 
vein  is  much  swollen  and  tender. 

Pain  in  the  soles' when  walking;  the  heels  are  especially  painful. 
Cold  sweaty  feet,  think  also  of  calc.  c.  Feet  become  sore  from  the 
sweat,  think  also  of  silic.    Gouty  stitches  in  the  right  great  toe. 

Sleep  disturbed  by  startings,  reminds  us  especially  of  bellad.,  coff., 
sulph.,  caust.,  silic,  lachesis  and  lycop.  Children  fear  to  be  alone 
when  falling  asleep.  Sleepiness  in  the  daytime,  but  cannot  go  to 
sleep  at  night;  the  mind  is  too  active ;  compare  bryon.,  calc.  c,  cinch., 
coccul.     Unable  to  find  ease  in  any  position,  also  aeon.,  arsen.,  rhus. 

The  chill,  as  well  as  the  fever,  is  marked  by  the  4  to  8  p.m.  period- 
icity. The  chilliness  is  often  of  one  (left)  side  only.  Flushes  of 
heat,  mostly  toward  evening,  with  frequent  drinking  of  but  small 
quantities  at  a  time;  compare  arsen.,  carbo  veg.,  cinch.,  corn,  flor., 
eup.  perf.,  hyosc.,  rhus  tox.,  squilla.  As  might  be  expected  from  the 
general  weakness  manifested,  we  find  profuse  perspiration  during 
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the  day,  excited  by  the  least  exertion.  We  also  have  night  and 
morning  sweats,  often  with  coldness  of  the  face. 

In  accordance  with  old  experience,  we  find  lyoop.  eminently  use- 
ful in  easily  bleeding  excoriations,  especially  those  occurring  daring 
infancy  and  early  childhood. 

The  most  characteristic  of  the  skin  symptoms  are :  Humid  sup- 
purating eruptions,  full  of  deep  rhagades,  and  covered  with  thick 
crusts,  itching  violently.  Bluish  looking  blood-boils,  which  do  not 
mature.     Chronic  forms  of  urticaria. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  well  to  remark  that  lycop.,  though  of  the 
highest  importance  as  an  antipsoric,  is  but  rarely  indicated  at  the 
beginning  of  treatment  of  chronic  diseases.  It,  however,  follows 
other  antipsorics,  such  as  calc.  c.  or  lachesis,  with  marked  effect, 
and,  in  fact,  is  often  indispensable  to  a  cure. 


AN  ACCIDENTAL  PROVING  OF  ANACARDIDM. 

BT  C.  H.  THOMAS,  M.D.,  CAMBRIDGE,  MASS. 

In  pursuing  our  studies  of  the  Materia  Medica,  all  have  no  doubt 
experienced  the  cerebral  inadequacy  to  thoroughly  grasp  and  store 
away  many  of  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  the  drug  under  scrutiny. 
Such  an  experience  fell  to  me  recently,  the  facts  and  results  being 
briefly  as  follows : 

A  student  presented  himself  with  symptoms  of  inability  to  con- 
centrate his  mind  on  his  studies;  lack  of  confidence  in  himself  to 
undertake  his  coming  examinations ;  feeling  of  general  lassitude,  and 
a  most  persistent  frontal  headache.  Anacardium  orientale  appeared 
to  he  the  similimum  in  his  case,  and  results  verified  the  selection,  as 
he  "  took  a  brace,"  as  he  expressed  it,  and  went  through  the  "  swim." 

In  preparing  the  medicine,  I  accidentally  let  four  to  six  drops  of 
the  3x  dilution  fall  upon  the  back  of  my  left  hand,  and,  uncon- 
cernedly wiped  it  off  with  the  palm  of  my  right.  This  occurred 
Thursday,  January  2d,  in  the  evening.  Friday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing there  was  a  feeling  of  warmth,  attended  by  slight  itching  and 
burning,  which  I  attributed  to  a  case  of  erysipelas  I  was  then  attend- 
ing. Saturday  morning  found  the  back  of  the  left  hand  much 
swollen,  very  red,  itching  and  burning  intensely,  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  the  lobes  of  the  ears  presented  the  same  condition.    Sunday, 
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the  symptoms  were  much  aggravated ;  the  right  wrist  and  internal 
aspect  of  both  legs  from  the  knees  to  the  groins  participating  in  the 
general  disturbance.  The  thought  struck  me  very  forcibly,  could  it 
be  erysipelas  or  had  I  been  exposed  to  some  poisonous  plant.  Early 
Monday  morning,  I  addressed  my  room-mate  rather  abruptly,  in- 
quiring, "What's  that?*' and  was  informed  no  remark  had  been 
directed  to  me.  The  succeeding  week  the  eruption  assume<l  a  vesicular 
form,  then  became  pustular  and  umbilicated,  the  pustules  rupturing 
when  lightly  irritated,  the  exudation  drying  into  a  hard  semi-trans- 
parent scale,  the  skin  becoming  exceedingly  rough,  cracked  and 
bleeding. 

Anacardium  came  to  me  as  a  possible  source  of  this  cutaneous  irri- 
tation, and  Hughes  and  Farrington  were  consulted  and  cover^ed  the 
whole  case.  Juglans  regia  being  regarded  as  antidotal,  it  was'  tried 
with  some  success ;  during  the  most  inflammatory  stage,  calendula 
and  rose  water  relieved  the  itching  somewhat,  but  to  hot  water  the 
greatest  relief  was  due.  The  eruption  lasted  for  over  three  weeks, 
and  then  a  very  severe  synovitis  of  the  left  knee  was  ushered  in, 
which  apis  and  hot  applications  greatly  benefited.  There  was  a 
continual  feeling  of  contraction  of  the  quadriceps  extensor  tendon, 
and  much  pain  and  discomfort  when  the  limb  was  flexed,  the  act  of 
extension  creating  a  sensation  as  if  the  tendon  passed  over  a  raw  and 
sore  bursa.  This  at  the  present  time  (March  27th)  has  not  entirely 
disappeared. 

It  is  needless  to  add,  I  have  placed  a  red  label  on  anacardium 
marked  "  Poison,^*  and  will  give  it  a  wide  berth  in  future. 


The  Iodoform  Tbeaticent  is  Burns  and  Scalds. —Two  indications  prevail, 
to  stop  the  pain  and  caiiflepsis;  iodoform  responds  to  both,  and  has  the  advantage, 
as  Mosetig-Moorhof  has  shown,  that  the  bandage  may  remain  untouched  for  one  or 
two  weeks,  which  is  a  great  comfort  to  the  patient.  Iodoform  also  hastens  franu- 
latioo.  The  blistered  skin  is  removed,  and  the  wound  cleansed  with  antiseptic 
cotton  moistened  with  a  solution  of  }  per  cent,  sodium  chlor.  On  the  wounded 
•nrfaoe  Scheff  then  applies  several  layers  of  dry  iodoform  gauze ;  over  it  a  layer  of 
gutta-percha  paper,  which  prevents  any  adhesion  of  the  cotton  which  miffht  become 
■tiff  from  the  secreta.  and  the  whole  is  held  firmly  by  the  usual  bandage.  The 
cotton  can  be  changed  whenever  necessary,  while  the  iodoform  g^ause  remains  un- 
touched for  one  or  two  weeks.  For  the  face  he  recommends  an  iodoform  vaseline 
salve,  1  to  20,  covered  with  a  rubber-paper  mask,  which  must  be  renewed  daily. 
He  never  witnessed  any  poisoning.from  this  mild  treatment. — MonataMtef,  Derm- 
aud,  2, 1890. 
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EDITORIAL 


THE  DISPENSARY  ABUSE. 

The  abuse  of  dispensaries  is  so  apparent,  so  real,  and  so  steadily 
increasing,  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  current  medical 
literature  is  flooded,  time  and  time  again,  with  ably  written  protests 
which,  unfortunately,  have  resulted  in  absolutely  nothing  towards 
eradicating  the  evil.  As  usual,  this  abuse  falls  heaviest  where  it 
can  least  be  borne,  on  the  young  practitioner,  while  he  is  still  strug- 
gling hardest  with  the  bread-winning  problem.  It  is  admitted  that 
dispensaries  are  necessary  evils,  under  two  conditions  :  First,  where 
they  will  be  a  practical  benefit  to  the  real  poor.  A  very  few  insti- 
tutions will  supply  this  demand,  even  in  a  city  of  a  million  inhabi- 
tants. A  corporation  furnishing  to  any  one,  but  the  needy  poor, 
gratuitous  advice  and  medicine,  is  a  monopolistic  organization  for 
purely  selfish  purposes,  and  it  is  robbing  the  general  profession  of 
money  that  is  justly  due  it.  Such  a  dispensary  cannot  plead  the 
excuse,  '^  needed  for  clinical  instruction.''  Secondly,  a  dispensary  is 
now  an  imperative  requirement  of  a  collie  or  teaching  centre.  Di- 
dactic teaching  is  fading  away  with  the  century,  and  will  soon  be  a 
method  of  the  past.  Clinical  instruction  is  such  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  old  way,  that  the  advance  student  demands  it  in  unmis- 
takable language,  and  all  acknowledge  the  justice  of  his  claim. 
To  supply  this  call,  colleges  must  have  clinical  material.  While 
we  endorse  the  motive  actuating  and  maintaining  college  dispensa- 
ries, we  hold  that  the  method  of  conducting  them  is  open  to  criti- 
cism and  censure.  Fully  one-third  of  all  applicants  for  dispensary 
relief  can  afford  to  pay  for  services  rendered,  and  would  pay  a  fair 
price,  if  it  was  demanded  of  them.  What  dispensary  ever  questioned 
applicants  on  their  ability  to  pay,  and  excluded  those  whose  means 
were  sufficient?  If  there  is  such  a  one,  we  have  yet  to  hear  of  it. 
Granting  the  possible  necessity  of  accepting  well-to-do  patients  to 
make  good  the  supply  of  material  for  teaching  purposes,  what  dis- 
pensary ever  refused  attendance  to  such  patients,  when  the  supply 
was  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  ?  The  rule  with  all  dispensaries 
has  been,  and  is,  to  accept  all  persons  applying  for  treatment  with- 
out questioning  their  ability  to  pay,  whether  the  case  be  an  instruc- 
tive one  or  not.  To  reform  this  abuse,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  those 
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in  authority  make  an  earnest^  positive  effort  to  ascertain  the  financial 
standing  of  each  applicant  for  relief,  and  to  rigidly  exclade  all  well- 
to-do  patients  who  are  not  absolutely  needed  for  clinical  purposes ; 
here,  too,  exception  should  only  be  given  to  rare  cases  with  instructive 
value.  With  other  institutions,  having  an  out-door  department  for 
the  gratuitous  treatment  of  the  sick,  refusing  to  discriminate  in  favor 
of  the  real  poor,  it  beoomes  the  duty  of  the  profession  to  educate 
the  laity  to  the  true  situation,  and  to  urge  their  friends  to  withdraw 
from  such  organizations  their  patronage  and  financial  support.  This, 
we  believe,  is  the  correct  way  to  solve  this  vexed  question,  and  not 
as  the  Medical  Record  has  suggested,  in  a  recent  editorial :  ''  If  the 
young  practitioner,  or  the  old  one  either,  for  that  matter,  wants  to 
correct  this  abuse,  he  must  act,  he  must  combine  with  his  fellow- 
sufferers,  and  see  what  he  can  do  for  himself  in  the  matter.  Let  him 
fight  fire  with  fire.  If  it  is  allowable  for  a  number  of  physicians  to 
treat  patients  free  during  certain  hours  at  a  dispensary,  why  is  it  not 
equally  permissible  for  the  individual  to  do  so?  Let  every  physician 
who  wishes  to  increase  his  dientile  and  to  make  himself  known  in  a 
legitimate  way  to  a  larger  circle,  have  certain  hours  of  certain  days, 
during  which  he  will  treat  gratuitously  the  deserving  poor,  and  let 
him  see  to  it  that  the  fact  becomes  known  in  his  neighborhood.  It 
will  not  be  long  before  he  finds  himself  with  plenty  to  do  in  these 
hours,  and  if  he  does  his  best  for  these  free  patients,  he  will  soon 
find  his  waiting-room  comfortably  filled  during  his  paying-hours.'^ 
This  scheme  may  not  be  "  wild  or  revolutionary,"  and  it  may  be  an 
effectual  cure  for  the  evil,  but  what  about  new  evils?  It  certainly 
means  that  the  profession  would  degenerate  into  a  conservator  of 
pauperism.  The  individual  members  would,  undoubtedly,  grow  lax 
in  the  careful  discrimination  between  "  well-to-do  "  and  "  deserving- 
poor''  patients.  Thus,  the  result  would  be  a  severe  blow  to  profes- 
sional dignity;  such  being  the  case,  the  suggestion  cannot  be  too 
emphatically  condemned. 


THE  SIMULATION  OF  HYSTERIA  BY  DISSEMINATED  SCLEROSIS. 

The  frequency  with  which  disseminated  sclerosis  is  mistaken  for 
hysteria  has  often  excited  oar  comment.  It  is  not  only  among  novices 
in  the  profession  that  such  diagnostic  errors  occur,  but  among  veteran 
diagnosticians  as  well.     In  fact,  we  might  say  that  we  have  known 
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such  mistakes  to  be  made  by  men  of  world-wide  reputation.  It  was 
with  great  interest,  therefore,  that  we  read  the  report  of  an  address 
delivered  before  the  London  Neurological  Society,  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Buzzard,  on  the  '^  Simulation  of  Hysteria  by  Organic  Diseases  of  the 
Nervous  SyBtem"*  and  in  which  this  subject  is  handled  in  a  most 
able  and  interesting  manner. 

The  lecturer,  after  remarking  on  cases  of  atrophy  of  the  iliaco- 
psoas  group  of  muscles,  Friedreich's  ataxia,  carcinomatous  neuritis, 
as  occasional  sources  of  error,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  dis- 
seminated sclerosis,  and  its  simulation  of  hysteria.  Of  all  organic 
diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  disseminated  sclerosis,  especially  in 
its  early  stages,  is  the  one  which  is  most  readily  taken  for  hysteria. 
The  causes  of  error  Dr.  Buzzard  ascribes  to  the  fact  that  both  affec- 
tions occur  in  young  females  at  the  age  of  puberty;  that  ofttimes  a 
moral  shock  precedes  the  first  symptoms ;  and  the  occasional  associa- 
tion of  disseminated  sclerosis  with  true  hysterical  symptoms.  The 
above  sources  of  error  are  all  well  recognized  by  the  profession  gen- 
erally. But,  what  is  not  well  known,  is  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
symptoms  of  disseminated  sclerosis  itself  are  such  as  are  supposed 
to  suggest  a  hysterical  origin.  "  A  sudden  or  gradual  loss  of  power 
in  a  limb  of  an  apparently  healthy  female,  a  localized  numbness,  or 
pins-and-needles  sensation,  and  complaint  of  loss  of  sight  in  one  eye, 
are  symptoms  familiar  enough  as  expressions  of  functional  trouble.'' 
They  represent,  also,  modes  in  which  disseminated  sclerosis  may  make 
its  first  appearance.  As  in  the  case  of  hysteria,  these  symptoms  may 
shortly  disappear.  Later,  these  same  symptoms  make  their  appear- 
ance elsewhere  than  in  their  original  point  of  attack.  The  other  eye 
becomes  affected ;  the  numbness  and  formication  which  at  first  ap- 
peared in  the  hand  now  invades  the  opposite  hand  or  the  foot.  Theo 
comes  some  stiffness  of  the  legs,  and  the  patient  complains  of  weak- 
ness and  inability  to  stand.  These  symptoms  likewise  disappear. 
Now  this  fleeting  character  of  the  symptoms,  and  their  tendency  to 
migrate  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another,  is  usually  believed  to 
be  a  positive  sign  of  hysteria.  That  this  is  an  error  is  shown  by  the 
onset,  sooner  or  later,  of  characteristics  which  point  unerringly  to  a 
diagnosis  of  disseminated  sclerosis.  The  loss  of  power,  in  dissemi- 
nated sclerosis  is  rarely  more  than  moderate,  while  in  hysteria  it  is 
generally  complete.  The  shifting  of  loss  of  power  from  one  limb 
to  another  is  usually  significant  of  disseminated  sclerosis,  and  not  of 

*  The  Lancet,  February  8,  1890. 
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hjsteria  as  oommonly  believed.  The  idea  that  this  shifting  of  the 
paralysis  is  diagnostic  of  hysteria  has  arisen^  in  Dr.  Buzzard's  opinion, 
from  the  many  mistakes  in  ''  diagnosing  as  hysteria  cases  of  dissemi- 
nated sclerosis,  which  have  occurred  before  the  latter  disease  had  been 
differentiated/'  The  author  admits  the  proneness  of  the  hysterical 
patient  to  changes  of  disorder,  but  the  shifting  of  the  symptoms 
which  is  met  with  in  disseminated  sclerosis  he  cannot  help  but  regard 
as  sui  generis.  As  with  paralysis,  so  with  the  loss  of  sight  in  hys- 
teria; both  symptoms  are,  in  this  disease,  liable  to  be  complete.  In 
disseminated  sclerosis,  on  the  other  hand,  the  trouble  amounts  only 
to  an  obscuration  of  vision. 

Dr.  Buzzard  places ,a  high  diagnostic  value  on  the  tremor  during 
intentional  movement  which  occura  in  disseminated  sclerosis.  In  not 
one  case  in  which  he  has  observed  this  symptom  has  the  future  his- 
tory of  the  case  shown  it  to  be  of  functional  nature.  The  hysterical 
tremor  that  is  most  likely  to  be  confounded  with  that  above  men- 
tioned is  one  in  which  the  finger  touches  the  desired  object  without 
any  hesitancy,  but,  when  it  has  rested  upon  the  object  for  two  or 
three  seconds,  the  arm  becomes  affected  with  somewhat  rude  tremors. 

Localized  atrophy  of  muscles,  with  loss  of  electrical  reaction,  often 
occurs  during  the  course  of  disseminated  sclerosis,  but  this  local  atro- 
phy, like  the  paralysis,  may  shift  from  place  to  place. 

We  commend  the  lectui*e  by  Dr.  Buzzard  to  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  our  readers.  It  has,  no  doubt,  often  happened  with  all  of  us 
that  cases  which,  in  the  beginning,  we  regarded  as  either  fictitious  or 
else  of  a  hysterical  nature,  have  later  proven  to  be  true  organic  dis- 
eases. As  our  knowledge  concerning  the  means  of  recognition  of  the 
latter  class  of  ailments  increases,  hysterical  cases  of  certain  kinds  be- 
come less  and  less  frequently  diagnosed.  While  making  this  state- 
ment we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  opposite  error  fre- 
quently obtains,  and  patients  condemned  as  having  incurable  organic 
diseases  are,  later,  proven  to  be  sufferers  from  hysteria  or  some  other 
functional  disease. 


PHARISEE  ALLOPATH,  M.D. 

At  a  recent  banquet.  Dr.  Pharisee  Allopath,  objected  to  being 
called  anything  but  plain  ''  M.D.''  As  a  regular  physician  means, 
or  should  mean,  a  person  thoroughly  versed   in  medicine  in  its 
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entirety,  it^  naturally ,  woald  be  the  height  of  impropriety  to  call  a 
member  of  the  so  styled  "  regular  "  school  of  medicine  an  M.D.,  that 
is,  in  the  sense  meant  by  Pharisee.  The  old-school  practitioners  are 
responsible  for  medical  sectarianism^  and  until  they  take  steps  to  rid 
the  profession  of  sects,  by  teaching  homoeopathy  in  their  colleges, 
they  will  never  escape  being  called  allopaths.  Liet  them  purge  them- 
selves of  presumption  and  arrogance.  Let  them  be  men.  Let  them 
treat  the  opinions  of  others  with  toleration.  And,  finally,  let  them 
handle  homoeopathy  honestly,  and  there  will  soon  be  no  sects  in 
medicine. 


DR.  L  B.  HAWLEY.  * 
Dr.  L.  B.  Hawley,  of  Phoenix ville,  died  on  March  20th,  18£0. 
The  Doctor  graduated  at  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Collie  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1853,  and  located  in  Phoeuixville  in  1856.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Chester 
and  Delaware  counties  in  1858.  In  1863,  he  moved  to  Kinderhook, 
•N.  Y.  After  a  residence  of  a  few  years  there,  he  returned  to  Phoeuix- 
ville, where  he  remained  in  active  practice  until  within  a  few  weeks 
of  his  death.  

DR.  R.  F.  KREBS. 
Dr.  R.  F.  Krebs  died  at  his  home  in  Reading,  Pa.,  on  the  even- 
ing of  April  6,  1890.  The  deceased  was  born  May  28,  1832,  at 
Glatz,  Prussia.  He  was  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  University 
of  Prague,  in  Austria,  in  1855.  Soon  thereafter  he  came  to  America, 
and  located  at  Boston,  Mass.  In  1857,  he  removed  to  Hamburg, 
Pa.  He  continued  there  until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  Beading. 
An  autopsy,  made  by  Drs.  W.  A.  Haman  and  E.  Z.  Schucker, 
showed  that  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was  haemorrhage  into  the 
left  lateral  ventricle. 


DR.  C.  S.  ROBERTS, 
Just  as  we  go  to  press  we  learn  of  the  sad  death  of  Dr.  C.  8. 
Roberts,  of  Rockland,  Maine,  by  drowning  on  the  evening  of  April 
21,  1890.  The  doctor  was  a  promising  young  man,  one  of  the  class 
graduated  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  evening  of  April  2.  It  was  his  intention  to  have  settled 
shortly  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
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GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

S.  LIUEMTHAL,  M.D.,  E.  M.  QRAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D.,  W.  W.  VAN  BaUN,  M.D., 


The  Eotimation  of  Uric  Acid.— Of  the  methods  in  use  for  the  estimation  of 
aric  acid  some  are  too  delicate  and  some  are  wanting  in  precision.  M.  Arthaud 
and  Butte  propose  the  following :  It  is  based  upon  the  property  which  uric  acid 
possesses  of  forming  with  salts  of  copper  a  completely  insoluble  urate.  At  first, 
•ulphocyanide  of  copper  in  solution  with  sodium  hyposulphite  was  employed,  but 
the  following  is  the  formula  of  the  solution  now  used:  Sulphate  of  copper,  1.484 
glumes ;  sodium  hyposulphite,  20  grammes ;  sodium  and  potassium  tartrate,  40 
grammes ;  distilled  water,  a  sufficient  quantity  to  make  a  litre  of  solution.  The 
cupric  salt  in  contact  with  the  sodium  nyposulphite  is  reduced,  and  the  excess  of 
hyposulphite  helps  to  maintain  the  salt  of  copper  in  the  cuprous  stage :  the  part 
played  by  the  soda  tartrate  consists  in  giyin^  stability  to  the  reagent  ana  prevents 
the  formation  of  sulphide  of  copper.  Experiment  has  shown  that  1.428  gramme  of 
sulphate  of  copper  is  necessary  to  precipitate  1  gramme  of  uric  acid.  In  order 
to  estimate  the  uric  acid  in  urine  the  phosphates  are  first  precipitated  by  the  use 
of  sodium  carbonate  in  excess.  After  filtration,  20  cubic  centimetres  of  the  urine 
are  taken,  into  which  the  reagent  is  added  drop  by  drop  by  means  of  a  burette.  A 
milkiness  is  at  first  produced,  and  then  a  white  flocculent  precipitate  separates. 
When  it  is  considered  that  the  limit  has  been  reached,  a  small  quantity  of  the  liquid 
is  filtered,  to  which  is  added  a  drop  of  the  reagent.  If  any  opacity  is  produced, 
the  precipitation  of  the  uric  acid  is  not  complete.  The  process  is  stopped  when  the 
filtered  liquid  is  not  afiected  by  the  reagent.  This  method  is  considered  by  M. 
Arthand  and  Butte  to  be  a  yery  accurate  one. — British  Medical  Journal,  March  1, 
1890. 

Early  Symptoms  op  Locomotor  Ataxia-—! .  Cerebral  Symptoms. — Fainting, 
yertigo,  apoplectic  attacks,  with  or  without  cardiac  symptoms,  epileptiform  seizures. 
Fainting  fits  in  neryous  persons,  or  under  the  influence  of  external  accidents,  do 
not  ordinarily  attract  the  attention  of  the  physician,  but  fainting  fits  from  no  as- 
signable cause  should  at  once  arouse  a  suspicion  of  oncoming  tabes.  Severe  attacks 
of  yertigo,  so  severe,  indeed,  as  to  cause  the  patient  to  fall,  especially  when  asso- 
ciated with  impaired  motility,  should  be  regarded  as  suspicious.  '  Apoplectic 
attacks,  followed  by  total  hemiplegia  or  aphasia,  but  passing  off  in  a  few  hours  or 
days,  and  epileptiform  conyulsions  are  early  symptoms  of  tabes. 

2.  Symptoms  Referred  to  the  Cranial  Nerves. — The  amblyopia  attacks  the  two  eyes 
at  difierent  times  and  in  different  degrees,  thus  differing  from  the  alcoholic  ambly- 
opia. Vision  for  distance  is  first  to  diminish,  the  field  of  vision  becomes  proges- 
sively  narrower,  and  there  is  blindness  for  red  and  green.  The  atrophy  runs  a 
slow  progressive  course,  thus  differing  from  retro-bulbar  neuritis  and  that  of  multiple 
sderoeis. 

Auditory  nerve. — Subjective  noises,  bilateral  progressive  hardness  of  hearing, 
Meniere's  vertigo  from  peripheral  degenerative  neuritis  or  degenerative  neuritis 
in  the  bulbar  region. 

Paralysis  of  the  external  muscles  of  the  eye ;  double  vision,  abducens  and  oculo- 
motor nerves  mostly  afiected,  Argyll-Robertson  pupil. 

Trigeminus. — Pains,  partial  anaesthesia,  often  in  connection  with  parsesthesise, 
loss  of  teeth,  all  probably  from  an  ascending  degeneration  in  the  sensory  root  of 
the  trigeminus. 

Facml  paralysis,  transitory  in  character.  Disturbances  in  the  vagus,  spinal  ac- 
cessory and  glosso-pharyngeal ;  laryngeal  manifestations;  fits  of  suffocation,  with 
stridor  and  cyanosis  rapidly  passing  offor  becoming  fatal ;  uni-  or  bilateral  paralysis 
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of  the  vocal  cords;  difficultj  of  deglutition;  angina  pectoris;  unilateral  atrophy 
of  the  tongue. 

3.  Spinal  Symptoms. — Arthropathia  tabica,  benign  or  malignant;  dnrinff  the  initial 
stages  only  benign  and  painless;  visceral  neuralgia;  nervous  dyspepsia;  copious 
and  frequent  vomiting;  gastric  crises;  watery  diarrhoea;  weakness  of  the  detrusor 
of  the  madder;  retention  of  urine;  rapid  appearance  of  impotence,  sometimes 
with  increased  sexual  desire;  transitory  paralysis  of  the  limbs  from  a  d^eaera- 
tive  inBammation  of  the  peripheral  nerves. —  IVien.  Med,  Presse,  5, 1890. 

Pyopneumothorax  and  Sebopneumothorax.— Prof.  Leyden,  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Berlin  Medical  Socletv,  presented  a  man  on  whom  he  had  operated  eighteen 
months  before,  on  account  of  a  tubercular  pneumothorax,  and  who  had  been  so  far 
restored  to  health  that  he  was  able  to  follow  his  daily  business.  The  patient  had 
followed  hygienic  precautions.  He  now  had  only  a  small  fistula,  which  did  not 
trouble  him.  For  some  time  there  was  albuminuria  and  swelling  of  the  spleen,  so 
that  amyloid  degeneration  of  the  latter  organ  was  feared.  Both  of  these  conditions 
have,  however,  disappeared.  Leyden  did  not  think  that  seropneumothorax  was 
as  amenable  to  treatment  on  account  of  the  adhesions  which  form  between  the  lungs 
and  thoracic  yfulh.— Berliner  Klin.  WocheMchr.,  2,  1890. 

Connection  Between  Mental  Alienation  and  Affections  of  the  Eyeb. 
— Boyet  examined  two  hundred  and  fifty  lunatics  with  hallucinations,  and  found 
only  one  hundred  and  ten  whose  eyes  were  normal,  or  who  presented  only  slight 
defe^'ts.  One  hundred  and  forty,  or  fifty-six  per  cent,  showed  hallucinations  of 
ocular  origin  in  relation  to  sensibility  or  localization.  In  relation  to  the  former, 
he  elucidated  that  the  patients  saw  badly,  at  least  in  one  eye.  He  also  learned  that 
ocular  hallucinations  are  more  frequent  in  the  evening  and  at  night.  The  right 
eye  whs  the  more  frequently  affected  of  the  two,  and  in  cases  in  which  both  eyes 
were  involved  the  condition  was  most  aggravate*!  in  the  right  one.  Many  of  those 
in  whom  the  left  eye  was  affected  were  left-handed.— jBiil^h'n  Med.,  10,  1890. 

Degeneration  of  the  Spinal  Cord  in  Pernicious  Anjemia. — Prof.  Lich- 
tein  has  made  autopsies  in  several  cases  of  pernicious  aniemia,  and  in  every  instance 
could  demonstrate  changes  in  the  spinal  cord.  These  changes  consisted  of  either 
small  hflpmorrhages  of  minute  sclerotic  foci  emanating  therefrom,  or  extensive  de- 

fenerations  of  the  posterior  columns,  radiating  to  other  parts  of  the  spinal  cord, 
le  regards  the  degenerations  as  sequelae  of  the  anaemia,  as  in  a  case  of  leucaemia 
the  same  changes  were  found,  and  which  were  absent  in  a  case  of  pseudo -leucaemia 
and  chlorotic  anaemia  with  fatal  issues.  Similar  changes  were  found  in  a  case  of 
grave  icterus. — Munch,  Med.  WoeheMchr.j  3,  1890. 

An  Unusual  Case  of  Nicotine  Poisoning.— A  merchant  while  shaving  him- 
self inflicted  a  slight  wound  on  the  lower  lip.  Not  minding  the  trivial  injury  thi:B 
occasioned,  he  shortly  afterwards  smoked  a  cigar.  During  the  following  night  the 
lower  portion  of  the  face  became  very  much  swollen.  No  treatment  availed,  and 
he  diea  after  great  suffering.  His  attending  physician  believed  that  in  smoking 
some  nicotine  was  absorbed  by  the  wound. — Med,  Neuigkeit,,  9,  1890. 

(Cases  of  nicotine  poisoning  are  rare.  Blythe,  On  PoieonSj  vol.  i.,  p.  245,  relates 
only  three  cases  of  poisoning  by  nicotine.  There  were  frightful  tetanic  convul- 
sions, widely  dilated  pupils,  irregular  action  of  the  heart,  and  diarrhoea.  Pure 
nicotine  acts  with  as  great  rapidity  as  docs  prussic  acid.  Excessive  muscular  pros- 
tration, difficult  breathing,  tetanic  cramps,  diarrhcea,  vomiting,  with  irregular  pulse, 
represent  borh  tobacco  and  nicotine  poisoning.  Six  milligrammes  of  nicotine  will 
cause  dangerous  symptoms  in  the  adult.  The  cause  of  death  is  paralysis  of  the 
respiratory  centres.— S.  L.) 

Poisoning  by  Bad  Potatoes. — Twenty-three  soldiers  in  Lvons  were  taken  ill 
with  symptoms  resembling  those  of  belladonna  poisoning,  they  all  complained 
of  headache,  lever,  great  debility  and  diarrhoea;  some  abo  of  dizziness,  nausea, 
dilated  pupils;  others  had  tinnitus  aurium,  defective  vision  with  photophobia,  and 
partial  spasm.  It  was  found  that  these  men  had  all  partaken  freely  of  unripe  new 
potatoes,  which  on  examination  were  found  to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  solanin. 
Experiments  on  the  lower  animals  with  the  same  potatoes  produced  similar  poison- 
ing symptoms. — AUgem,  Med,  Cenir,  ZtUung,  21,  1890. 
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Thb  Use  of  Alkalis  ik  Gastric  Troubles. —When  the  patient  suffers  from 
hyperacidity,  the  alkalis  must  be  given  after  a  meal,  two  or  three  hours  afterwards 
when  the  acidity  has  reached  its  maximum.  Large  doses  are  here  necessary,  three 
to  four  grammes  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  dissolved  in  some  hot  beverage.  W  hen,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  patient  is  troubled  with  a  dinlinution  of  hydrochloric  acid,  as  in 
the  owe  of  the  dyspepsia  of  neurasthenic  and  ansemic  patients,  the  alkaline  waters 
must  be  administered  in  small  doses,  and  before  meals,  as  given  thus  they  favor  the 
secretion  of  the  gastric  juice. — Setnaint  MedieaUf  12,  1890. 

"Ferihepatic  Ritbbino"  and  Abscess  of  the  Liter. — Large  hepatic  ab- 
■     ■  -  i/hi    ' 


I  usually  have  their  seats  in  the  central  portion  of  the  gland.  When  they 
come,  through  progressive  development,  in  contact  with  the  superficial  layers  of 
the  parenchyma,  they  often  provoke,  if  not  always  an  adhesive  peritonitis  a  peri- 
hepatitis, which  shows  itself  during  examination  by  auscultation,  as  a  perceptible 
sound  of  rubbing,  and  by  palpation  over  the  right  hypochondrinm  at  a  level  of 
the  seventh  or  eighth  intercostal  space  on  the  anterior  axillary  line.  It  may  be 
called  **/roiiemenl  peritoneal  ;**  it  confirms  the  diagnosis.  It  is  not  only  a  proof  of 
the  existence  of  hepatic  abscess,  but  it  shows  that  adhesions  have  formed.  At  the 
spot  where  the  greatest  rubbing  is  heard,  there  will  also  be  parietal  oedema.  It  is 
here  that  the  exploratory  puncture  should  be  made. — Bulletin  Med.^  19,  1890. 

Ascemdiko  Venous  Pulbe.— Dr.  Benno  Holz  (Berlin.  Klin.  Woehensch.,  No.  60, 
1889)  recently  described  a  case  of  this  very  rare  phenomenon  before  the  Berlin 
Medical  Society.    It  occurred  in  a  patient  suffering  from  pseudo-IeuksRmia. 

A  lady,  aged  56,  had  come  under  Dr.  Holz's  care  six  months  previously  for  great 
pallor,  emaciation,  and  weakness.  She  complained  of  pains  in  the  right  thigh  and 
hip  and  over  the  sternum.  The  glands  in  the  neck,  groin,  and  axilla  were  swollen, 
soft  and  tender,  and  over  the  sacrum  and  tibia  there  was  slight  oedema  which  was 
looked  upon  as  cachectic.  Patient  had  slight  dyspnoea.  There  was  no  trace  of  albu- 
min in  the  urine  and  no  alteration  in  quantity.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a 
characteristic  rich  secretion  of  uric  acid.  The  pulse  was  hard,  full,  and  powerful,  but 
DO  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  could  be  made  out.  There  was  no  alteration  in 
the  heart  sounds.  One  morning  the  patient  became  suddenly  delirious,  had  vio- 
lent vomiting,  and  shrieked,  and  threw  herself  about  She  appeared  to  have  severe 
pain  in  the  neck  and  head.  For  twenty -four  hours  she  was  very  unruly,  and  then 
became  comatose.  DuHng  this  time  she  showed  a  peculiar  variation  of  Cheyne- 
Stokes  breathing — what  Dr.  Holz  calls  the  descending  phase  of  the  phenomenon. 
There  was- no  gradual  rise,  but  after  a  longer  or  shorter  pause,  the  respiration  began 
with  great  intensity,  assisted  by  the  extraordinary  respiratory  muscles,  with  spas- 
modic abduction  of  the  lower  jaw,  twitching  of  both  arms,  and  shaking  of  the  whole 
body — the  contracted  pupils  dilating  suddenly.  After  several  respirations,  becoming 
leas  deep,  the  pause  set  in.  At  the  outset  of  the  phase  the  frequency  of  the  pulse 
rose,  the  artery  became  fuller,  and  the  wave  higher ;  with  the  respiratory  decline 
the  pulse  fell,  fulness  decreased,  and  the  heart  appeared  at  a  standstill  until  the 
respirations  began  again.  CEdema  of  lungs  gradually  developed,  the  patient  be- 
coming cyanotic  and  developing  stertorous  oreathing. 

For  the  cardiac  weakness  an  iujection  of  camphor  was  made  and  unexpected  re- 
salts  followed.  Half  an  hour  after,  the  breathing  altered,  the  pulse  became  regu- 
lar, unusually  hard  and  full,  and  the  wave  high.  There  was  no  capillary  pulse  in 
the  cyanotic  finger-points,  but  one  saw  in  the  well-filled,  distended  and  tense  veins 
of  the  hands  and  forearms  a  strong  post-systolic  pulse,  ascending  from  below  up- 
wards, that  is  centripetally.  It  extended  no  further  than  the  upper  arm  from  the 
tip  of  the  hand,  no  trace  of  it  being  seen  in  the  jugulars.  This  pulse  was  plainly 
visible  and  palpable^  the  wave  running  upwards.  Constriction  of  the  brachial  ar- 
tery, as  well  as  compression  of  the  peripheral  veins,  caused  it  to  disappear,  while 
central  pressure  on  the  veins  had  no  effect.  This  phenomenon  lasted  an  hour,  and 
death  ensued  on  the  following  day. 

At  the  necropy,  lymphomata  were  found  in  the  internal  organs,  as  also  hypo- 
static pneumonia  and  cardiac  hypertrophy,  but  no  valvular  disease,  the  arterial  sys- 
tem being  intact.  There  was  no  arterio-sclerosis.  The  kidneys  were  atrophic  and 
granular,  and  the  brain  showed  oedema  and  hypersemia.  In  this  case  we  had  con- 
tracted kidneys,  with  normal  urine.  This  would  explain  many  of  the  symptoms. 
The  great  congestion  in  the  venous  system  led  to  oedema  of  the  lungs.  Under  these 
circomstance8,the  heart  was  disabled,  when  it  received  the  camphor  injection  which 
acted  as  a  powerful  stimulant. 
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The  heart  worked  with  renewed  force,  the  right  yentricle  increasing  the  stagna- 
tion in  the  lesser  circulation  and  the  osdema  of  the  lung,  the  left  chamber  endeay> 
oring  to  overcome  the  positiye  pressure  in  the  capilJaries  and  veins  and  in  this 
manner  rendering  possible  the  passage  of  the  high  pulse-wave  from  the  arteries, 
through  the  capillaries  into  the  veins.  Such,  according  to  Dr.  Uolz,  is  the  most 
feasible  explanation. — Tke  Practitioner, 

Tbeatmbnt  of  Graves's  Disease.— Professor  Nothnagel,  of  Vienna,  in  the 
course  of  a  clinical  lecture  on  Graves's  disease,  summarises  the  treatment  as  follows : 

Digitalis,  according  to  common  experience,  does  not  act  at  all  on  the  tachycardia. 
It  requires  some  firmness  not  to  give  this  drug,  but  we  may  with  comfort  abstain  from 
doing  BO,  for  it  does  no  good.  The  same  ob^rvation  applies  to  the  other  remedies 
that  act  in  the  same  way  as  digitalis.  An  effective  agent  against  the  palpitation  is 
cold,  in  the  form  of  an  ice  bag  either  over  the  cardiac  region  or  over  tne  neck. 

In  some  cases  the  palpitation,  restlessness  and  excitement  are  made  to  disappear 
or  are  diminished  by  the  application  of  cold  to  the  neck  sooner  than  over  the  car^ 
diac  region.  These  patients  ought  to  live  quietly,  and  to  avoid  cofiee,  beer,  cigars, 
and  mental  and  bodily  excitement.  Little  or  nothing  is  to  be  expected  from  m^ici- 
nal  remedies.  Acooniing  to  the  most  recent  observations,  galvanism  through  the 
medulla  oblongata  and  cervical  sympathetic  is  the  best  treatment;  but  this  treat- 
ment must  be  regular  and  long-continued,  and  should  be  associated  with  a  hydro- 
therapeutic  course  ;  the  patient  is  then  systematically  treated  in  a  cold-water  insti- 
tution, with  tepid  half-baths,  irrigations,  wrapping  in  moi^  linen-cloths  wrung  out, 
and  the  cold  spinal  bag.  By  this  means,  along  with  the  mental  quietness,  an  im- 
provement in  the  condition  is,  in  many  cases,  brought  about.  Iron  can  be  given,  if 
indicated ;  in  other  cases,  when  patients  are  much  excited,  bromide  of  sodium,  or 
potassium,  may  be  exhibited  in  doses  of  fifteen  grains,  twice  or  thrice  daily.  An 
important  means  of  treatment,  but  one  that  can  only  be  carried  out  in  the  cases  of 
well-to  do  patients,  is  to  send  them  to  the  mountain  regions  especially  to  the  higher 
altitudes.  By  such  a  sojourn,  manv  cases  are  considerably  benefited. — The  iVcw 
tUioner,  March,  1890. 

On  the  Assimilation  op  Ck)D-LivBROiL,  Lipanin  and  Butter  in  Healthy 
People.— Dr.  Gr^ory  I.  Giibkin,  of  8t  Petersburg,  has  made  inquiry  into  a  com- 
parative assimilability  of  cod-liver  oil,  lipanin  and  ordinary  butter.  The  experi- 
ments were  conducted  on  six  healthy  young  men  (medical  assistants  and  students), 
set.  from  20  to  27,  and  lasted  in  each  case  for  fifteen  days,  during  the  first  of  which 
the  person  experimented  upon  was  taking  butter  (in  the  daily  dose  of  60  grammes 
containing  52  grammes  of  fat) ;  during  the  next  five  days,  Kahfbaum's  lipanin,  which 
b  a  pure  olive  oil,  with  5  per  cent,  of  a  free  fatty  acid  (in  the  daily  dose  of  52 
flrrammes),  and  during  the  last  five-day  period,  Bergen  white  cod-liver  oil  (in  the 
daily  dose  of  52  grammes).  The  outcome  of  Dr.  Gubkin's  investigations  may  be 
summed  up  thus: 

1.  The  average  assimilation  of  butter  amounts  to  97.3  per  cent,  (of  the  quantity 
ingested) ;  that  of  lipanin,  97.21  ;  and  that  of  cod-liver  oil,  97.12. 

2.  Therefore,  butter  is  assimilated  best  of  the  three  fatty  substances,  the  second 
place  is  occupied  by  lipanin  and  the  last  by  cod-liver  oil. 

3.  Accordingly,  the  prevailing  view,  attributing  to  cod-liver  oil  quite  a  peculiar 
assimilability,  proves  to  be  incorrect. 

4.  Hence,'the  oil  can  be  safely  substituted  by  ordinary  butter,  which,  in  addition, 
is  by  far  a  cheaper  and  more  savory  article. 

i>.  Lipanin,  while  being  expensive,  does  not  offer  any  advantages  over  ood-liver 
oil,  more  especially  over  outter. 

6.  The  view,  according  to  which  the  admixture  of  free  fatty  acids  to  neutral  fats 
increases  assimilability  of  the  latter,  cannot  be  supported  by  experiment. — The 
Provincial  Medical  Journal,  April,  1890. 

The  Pathological  Anatomy  and  the  Mode  op  Development  of  Mitral 
Stenosis  in  Children.— Dr.  A.  Ernest  Sansom,  London,  has  analyzed  forty  cases 
in  which  the  physical  signs  indicated  mitral  stenosis,  and  nineteen  records  of  post- 
mortem examinations,  occurring  in  children  only  of  twelve  years  of  age  and  under, 
for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  the  pathological  problems  connected  with  mitral 
stenosis.  The  post-mortem  evidence  he  considers  sufficient  to  warrant  the  follow- 
ing conclusions :  1.  Mitral  stenosis  is  not  a  congenital  formation.    2.  Mitral  stenosis 
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is  intimately  asAOciated  wilh  endocarditis.  The  doctor  ir  not  aware  of  a  single  re- 
corded case  in  children  wherein  a  stenoRed  mitral  orifice  wan  observed  apart  from 
endocarditis.  He  considers  that  if  mitral  stenosis  were  a  congenital  malformation, 
it  would  probably  be  observed  in  cases  of  congenitnl  cyanosis;  such  is  not  the  fact. 
Nor  b  it  met  with  in  cases  of  congenital  anomaly,  except  as  a  result  of  foetal  endo- 
carditis. Constriction  of  the  mitral  orifice  is  scarcely  ever  met  with  until  the  age  of 
^^ie  years.  The  8mo<ah,  even,  regular  membranous  funnel-shaped  aperture  is  prob- 
ably'due  to  a  slow  process  of  welding  and  thickening  of  the  mitral  curtains,  and  not 
to  a  congenital  error  of  development.  In  reviewing  the  data  from  the  fields  both  of 
pathological  anatomy  and  of  clinical  observation,  Dr.  Sansom  concludes  that  the 
morbid  process  which  results  in  the  constriction  of  the  mitral  orifice  commences 
with  endocarditis  which,  in  the  great  majority  of  caseSris  of  the  rheumatic  form. 
It  is,  however,  a  limiled  endocarditis,  and  the  consecutive  changes  are  comparatively 
alow.  In  the  endocarditis  which  usually  accompanies  well-defined  acute  rheu- 
matism the  area  involved  in  the  inflammatory  changes  is  considerable.  The  endo- 
cardium of  the  auricle  and  ventricle,  the  curtains,  cerds  and  colunns  of  the  mitral 
yalvcand  oftentimes  the  neighboring  myocardium  are  infiltrated  with  the  products 
of  inflsromation.  In  the  later  stages  fibroid  changes  occur  with  shortening  of  the 
cords  and  columns  and  retraction  of  the  mitral  curtains,,  so  that  regurgitation  is  the 
resnlt.  When  the  endocarditis  is  of  slighter  intensity  and  more  limited,  the  in- 
flammatory changes  chiefly  involve  the  mitral  ring  or  its  auricular  aspect;  the 
process  spreads  gradaally  from  thence  to  involve  the  curtains,  cords  and  columns, 
which  slowly  undergo  the  changes  of  welding  together  and  fibrous  transformation. 
In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  form  of  endocaraitis  which  initiates  these  changes 
is  that  which  we  find  associated  with  rheumatism,  though  the  other  obviouH  signs  of 
the  rheumatic  state  may  be  extremely  slight  or  even  non-existent  He  considers  it 
is  at  least  possible  that  a  form  of  endocarditis,  sometrmes  met  with  in  cases  of  chorea, 
where  the  granulations  are  not  friable  and  not  associated  with  inflammatory  in- 
filtrations, but  are  firmly  adherent  and  seem  like  fibrous  outgrowths  of  the  endo- 
cardinni  may  have  its  origin  apart  from  rheumatism.  The  most  probable  cause  to 
efiect  this  in  childlife  is  violence  done  to  the  valve-stmcture  during  the  tumultuous 
action  of  the  heart,  brought  about  by  nervous  excitation. — Amer.  Jour.  Med.  ScL, 
March,  1890. 

The  Treatment  op  Habitual  Constipation.— In  speaking  of  the  treatment 
of  chronic  constipation,  Nothnagel  says  that  the  removal  of  the  symptom  itself  does 
not  suffice;  the  cause  of  the  trouble  must  be  relieved,  and  this  is  tardy  peristalsis 
of  the  intestines.  Massage  of  the  abdomen  by  diverse  measures,  as  rubbing,  knead- 
ing, palpation,  hammering,  etc.,  is  the  chief  therapeutic  measure.  It  makes  ne 
difference  whether  one  begins  these  manipulations  at  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon  and  works  upwards,  or  whether  he  commences  at  the  lower  end  of  the  ascend- 
ing colon  and  works  towards  the  other  end.  To  be  effectual,  massage  roust  be  per- 
sisted in  for  weeks  and  months.  Though  it  may  occasionally  yield  good  results  in 
some  patients  after  a  few  weeks,  it  is  yet  advisable,  before  instituting  treatment,  to 
let  the  patient  know  that  a  long  period  of  time  will  be  necessary  before  he  can  be- 
pronounced  cured.  Many  a  case  is  benefited  by  the  use  of  auto-massage  at  the  time 
of  defecation. 

Another  valuable  therapeutic  measure  is  faradization  of  the  abdomen,  which 
Nothnagel  prefers  to  galvanization,  as  advocated  by  Leubuscher,  in  which  one 
electrode  is  introduced  within  the  rectum,  and  the  other  is  placed  anywhere  on  the 
surface  of  the  abdomen.  In  faradization  both  electrodes  can  be  used  on  the  outside. 
Steady  regular  walks  should  be  advised  ;  during  inclement  weather  in-door  gym- 
nastics must  b^  practiced.  The  patient  most  not  lose  courage  too  soon ;  time  and< 
patience  are  necessary  in  order  to  get  all  the  benefit  possible  from  massage,  faradi- 
zation and  gymnastics.  Let  such  patients  drink  a  glass  or  two  of  cold  water,  or  o(^' 
some  mineral  water,  in  the  morning  before  breakfast,  till  their  bowels  become  more 
regular.  Purgatives  must  never  be  relied  upon.  Enemata  may  be  used.  SmaTll 
glycerine  injections  tend  to  make  irritable  patients  more  tractable. —  Wi^en.  Med. 
JVaae,10,llandl2,1890. 

How  DoBB  Alcohol  Affect  the  Functions  of  the  Stomach  of  Healthy 
Pebsons? — Dr.  Glumenau  comes  to  the  following  conclusions  concerning  this  sub- 
ject: 1.  At  the  beginning  of  digestion  the  activitv  of  the  gastric  juice  diminishes, 
which  can  be  noted  especially  in  persons  unused  to  alcoholic  beverages.  2.  The 
effect  of  strong  alcoholic  solutions  is  more  decided.  3.  While  in  the  first  three- 
vol.  XXV.— 22 
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houra  of  digestion  a  retardation  takes  place,  a  compensation  and  increase  happens 
from  the  fourth  to  the  sixth  hour,  the  quantity  of  HCl  increases  1  to  2  per  cent, 
above  the  normal.  4.  The  gastric  juice  during  these  hours  possesses  an  increased 
power  of  digestion.  5.  The  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice  lasts  longer  and  is  more 
copious  during  the  use  of  alcohol.  6.  The  action  of  the  pepsine  is  not  suspended, 
although  at  first  a  diminution  of  the  coagulation  of  the  milk  may  de  observed.  7. 
The  motor  power  and  the  capability  of  absorption  of  the  stomach  are  aim  reduced, 
just  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  alcoholic  solution. — AUffem.  Med.  C«iUr. 
S^Uung,  20,  1890. 

Gabtbic  Neurasthenia,  and  Its  Treatment.— The  patient,  with  gastric  neu- 
rasthenia, complains  of  diverse  nervous  symptoms,  such  as  seusation  of  general  de- 
bility, cold  extremities,  a  change  of  character,  hypochondriasis,  melancholy,  sleep- 
lessness at  a  certain  hour  of  the  night  and  general  decrepidity  ;  there  are  no  promi- 
nent hysterical  stigmata.  In  relation  to  the  intestinal  canal,  one  meets  tardy  diges- 
tion ;  the  patient  complains  of  flatulency ;  diarrhoea  alternates  with  constipation, 
the  latter  prevailing  \  the  feces  have  an  enormously  foetid  odor,  sometimes  enteritis 
mucosa;  a{)petite  capricious.  Physical  examination  reveals  a  dilated  stomach,  a 
movable  kidney,  enlarged  liver,  cold  extremities,  swelling  of  the  phalangeal 
joints.  Beard,  years  ago,  spoke  of  a  nervous  dyspepsia  from  exhaustion.  This 
Licvan  ascribes  to  an  irritation  of  the  nerve-cells  of  the  solar  plexus.  Gl^nard  con- 
siders these  manifestations  to  originate  in  enteroptosis,  a  change  in  the  mutual  posi- 
tions of  the  different  intestinal  tracts,  especially  a  prolapsus  of  the  ascending  colon 
and  of  the  first  part  of  the  transverse  colon.  The  mobility  of  the  kidney  is  only  a 
consequence  of  the  prolapsus  of  the  colon.  Bouchard  explains  these  symptoms  by 
the  longer  continuance  ot  the  food  in  the  stomach,  causing  fermentation  and  for- 
mation of  ptomaines,  which  are  absorbed  by  the  intestines  and  cause  manifestations 
of  auto-intoxication.  Dujardin-Beaumeta  believes  in  the  humoral  theory  and  anti- 
sepsis, and  prescribes  the  following  :  R.  Bismuth  saiicyl.,  naphthol.  a,  carbo  veg., 
a  10.0,  to  be  divided  into  thirty  powders ;  a  powder  after  breakfast  and  dinner,  and 
saline  mineral  water  a  glassful,  to  be  taken  before  retiring.  Where  there  is  diar- 
rhoea, he  prefers  injections  with  antiseptic  solutions  (boracic  acid,  1  per  cent.,  or 
naphthol  a,  1  per  cent.)  Of  the  greatest  importance  is  the  diet;  a  meal  only  every 
seven  hours,  and  nothing  whatever  during  the  intervals;  neither  solids  nor 
drinks  should  be  ordered.  Vegetable  diet ;  greens,  fruit,  only  slightly  boiled  eggs, 
very  little  drinks,  meat  only  in  moderate  quantity  and  well  done,  no  sparkling 
waters  or  wines,  and  no  liquors.  Hydrotherapic  treatment  and  systematic  muscular 
exercises  will  reduce  the  irritability  of  the  nervous  system.  —  WUn.  Med,  iVeme, 
10,  1890. 

[We  have  found  in  such  cases,  argentum  nitricum  30,  carbo  vej^:.  30-200,  the  too- 
much  neglected  carduiis  marian.,  helonias  and  hydrastis  often  of  more  benefit  than 
the  handy  nux  vomica  or  pulsatilla.  Blsmuihum  has  disappointed  us  in  several 
cases  where  we  thought  it  indicated  from  the  pain  going  from  stomach  through  to 
Bpine.~8.  L.] 
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GYNAECOLOGY  AND  OBSTETRICS, 
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GEO.  R.  SOUTHWICK,  M.D.,  and  £.  W.  MERCER,  M.D. 


The  Operative  Treatment  of  Retroflexion  of  the  Uterus. — Dr.  From- 
mel  refers  to  the  investigations  of  B.  S.  Schultze  regarding  the  effect  of  the  utero- 
sacral  ligaments  in  supporting  the  uterus,  and  relaxation  of  them  in  posterior  uter- 
ine displacements.  Professor  Frommel  proposes  to  shorten  these  ligaments  as  a 
cure  for  such  deviations  and  performs  it  in  the  following  manner :  The  vaginal 
pouch  posterior  to  the  uterus  is  exposed.  A  catgut  lig^aiure  is  applied  near  the  in- 
sertion of  these  ligaments  to  the  uterus,  and  to  the  penton«um  of  the  lateral  pelvic 
wall.  When  tied  this  suture  carries  the  cervix  upwards  and  backwards.  He 
claims  a  successful  case  operated  on  in  this  manner.— Cbttrai^^/^/tir  Gynakoloffie, 
No.  6,  1890. 
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Thb  Tbeatment  op  Rachitis  with  Small  Doses  of  Phosphorus.— Dr. 
Mandelstamm  during  the  past  two  years  han  treated  two  hundred  and  fourteen 
rachitic  patients  of  yarious  ages.  One  hundred  and  twenty  of  these  were  cured; 
forty-three  improved  and  among  thirty  of  the  latter  cases  this  medicine  could  not 
be  employed  on  account  of  other  diseases.  Five  of  thene  patients  died.  The.  chil- 
dren took  phosphorus  for  months  or  even  a  year.  A  mixture  was  made  of  one 
centigraaime  phosphorus  to  one  thousand  grammes  cod  liver  oil  (5x  dilution).  A 
dessertspoonful  was  given  once  or  twice  a  day.  After  two  months'  treatment  the 
cranial  bones  became  firmer,  the  fontanel ies  and  sutures  smaller,  the  nervous  attacks 
and  snasms  of  the  glottis  less  frequent  and  weaker,  the  patients  gained  in  weight 
and  tnere  was  general  improvement.  The  writer  had  seen  no  unpleasant  effects 
from  the  medicine.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  phosphorus  has  a  good  effect  on  the 
disturbances  of  the  stomach  accompanying  rachitis,  bnt  if  patients  suffer  from  intes- 
tinal catarrh  with  flatulent  distension,  this  disease  must  be  cured  before  phosphorus 
can  be  uaed.—BulUt.  GhUr,  de  Thh-ap. 

Statistigs  from  MATERNiTi:  DE  Lariboisiere.— In  1888  there  were  2267  birtbs ; 
15  deaths,  among  these  8  from  puerperal  infection  ;  63  forceps,  12  versions,  5  basic- 
tripsie*,  1  cephalotripsy,  3  embryotomies,  20  induced  premature  labors.  In  8 
cashes  of  infection,  3  were  infected  before  admission  to  the  hospital. 

In  1887  there  were  2177  births,  10  deaths,  no  case  of  puerperal  fever,  49  forceps, 
10  versions,  3  basiotripsies,  4  embryotomies,  9  induced  premature  labors.  The  sta- 
tistics of  operations  from  1883  to  1888  are:  277  forceps  deliveries  with  10  deatht;, 
6  of  these  from  puerperal  fever;  68  versions,  5  deaths,  3  from  rupture  of  the  uterus, 
2  from  infection;  10  cephalotripsies,  2  deaths  from  infection;  32  basiotripsies,  4 
deaths,  2  from  infection,  1  rapture  of  the  uterus  ;  7  embryotomies,  3  deaths,  2  rup- 
tures of  the  uterus  and  1  from  infection. 

Laparotomy  was  performed  once  for  abdominal  pregnancy.  The  entire  mortality 
of  this  period  is  0.74  per  cent. ;  the  mortality  from  septicemia  alone  0.39  per  cent. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Pinard  drops  lemon  juice  in  the  eyes  as  a  prophylactic 
against  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in  preference  to  Credo's  method,  but  aoes  not  give 
his  reasons  for  it. — Ckntralblatijur  GynakoLogity  No.  6,  1890. 

The  Pathooekbtic  Action  of  a  Microbe  Found  in  the  Urine  of  Eclamp- 
tic Patients. — Interested  by  the  observations  of  Dr.  Dol^ris,  Dr.  Blanc  found 
microbes  in  the  urine  of  patients  suffering  from  eclampsia  which  he  did  not  find  in 
the  blood ;  as  late  as  the  fourteenth  day  after  the  attack  gelatine  cultures  could  be 
made  from  the  urine.  No  microbes  possessing  the  same  peculiarities  could  be  found 
in  nrine  of  women  who  did  not  suffer  from  albuminuria.  He  made  experiments 
with  pure  cultures  on  pregnant  and  non-pregnant  animals,  both  of  which  had 
eclamptic  attacks  and  albuminuria  which  apparently  depended  on  an  epithelial 
nephritis.    He  sums  up  the  effects  of  these  experiments  as  follows : 

1.  General  convulsions;  in  rabbits  death  ensued  soon  after  the  convulsions. 
Pregnancy  in  these  animals  is  a  predisposing  cause. 

2.  Inflammatory  swelling  at  the  site  of  injection  in  those  animals  surviving  the 
primary  effects,  which  soon  passed  into  gangrene.  In  case  of  recovery  the  animals 
acquired  a  certain  immunity. 

3.  Milliary  abscesses,  phlebitis,  rise  of  temperature. 

4.  Diseases  of  the  kidney  of  various  degrees  of  severity  and  albuminuria. — Lyon. 
JuCcL 

Puerperal  Infection.— Phlegmasia  Alba  Dolens.— Erysipelas.— Dr.  F. 
Widal  believes  the  streptococcus  pyogenes  is  the  common  cause  of  infection  in  puer- 
peral fever.  In  the  latter  disease  its  effects  may  be  localized  in  the  uterus,  or 
general  in  the  system.  He  does  not  believe  that  the  so-called  diphtheritic  form  of 
puerperal  fever  has  anything  to  do  with  diphtheria,  but  to  the  pus  containing  this 
streptococcus.  Phlegmasia  alba  dolens,  he  thinks,  is  always  due  to  infection  of  the 
endothelium  of  the  veins  with  this  streptococcus  pyogenes,  causing  thrombosis.  Ery- 
sipelas also  furnishes  the  same  streptococcus.  He  had  succeeded  in  producing  ery- 
sipelas in  rabbits  by  inoculation  from  a  patient  who  had  died  from  puerperal  fever. 
^ChUralblaitfur  Qynakologiey  p.  64,  No.  4,  1890. 

The  Effect  of  Influenza  upon  Pregnancy  and  the  Puerpbrium.— Preg- 
nant women  enjoy  no  immunity  from  influenza,  but  the  attacks  seem  to  run  .a 
lighter  course  in  them.    Only  in  severe  cases  is  the  course  of  the  pregnancy  inter- 
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rupted  by  that  disease.  In  the  latter  case,  it  causes  death  of  the  foetus  (which  mar 
be  retained  for  several  weeks)  or  premature  birth  ensues.  The  influence  exerted 
by  influenza  on  the  course  of  labor  is  to  make  the  pains  stronger,  but  they  are  more 
ineflectual ;  the  labor  is  hence  tardy,  and  the  lives  of  mother  and  child  are  endan- 
gered. If  influenza  is  present  before  labor,  then  relapses  are  apt  to  occur  after- 
wards. Involution  of  the  uterus  is  stopped  during  the  course  of  the  fever,  and  the 
lochia  assumes  a  foul  odor.  Haemorrhage  from  the  uterus  occurred  in  several  casea. 
In  only  two  cases  did  the  infants  snfl!er  simultaneously  with  the  mothers. — Mwieh, 
Med.  Woek.,  10,  1890. 

PosT-MoBTBM  GiBSABBAK  SECTION. — A  woman  seven  months  pregnant  was 
brought  into  the  hohpital  suflering  from  basilar  meningitis.  During  the  three 
days  of  her  stay  in  the  hospital,  her  temperature  oscillated  between  103°  and  lOo**. 
On  the  fourth  day  she  died.  During  the  three  days  she  lived  in  the  hospital  the 
induction  of  labor  was  oontraindicated  by  reason  of  her  low  state.  While  she  was 
dying,  everything  was  gotten  ready  for  laparotomy  immediately  after  death,  which 
operation  was  perform^  twenty  minutes  later.  The  asphyxiated  child  breathed 
after  the  performance  of  the  usual  manipulations,  and  cried  with  a  weakly  cry,  and 
lived  for  twenty-one  hours.  Tbe  immediate  cause  of  death  was  debility ;  one  may 
well  affirm  that  had  the  child  tieen  born  at  full  term  it  would  have  survived.  This 
case  fully  justifies  the  performance  of  the  Cesarian  operation  in  other  similar  cases. 
—  Weiner  Med,  Pi-eue,  11, 1890. 

SUTUBINO   OF   THE   ReTBOFLEXED   UtERUB   TO   THE    ANTERIOB    ABDOMINAL 

Wall.. — Leopold  has  fully  demonstrated  the  practicability  of  this  method  in  ten 
cases.  He  finds  it  indicated  in  salpyngotomy,  on  account  of  chronic  oophoritis  and 
salpingitis,  whether  the  retroflexed  uterus  is  adiierent  or  not,  after  removal  of  tu- 
mors which  kept  the  uterus  permanently  in  a  position  of  retroflexion,  and,  in  pure 
retroflexion  of  a  movable  uterus,  when  all  the  suffering  emanates  from  it,  and  when 
all  other  methods  of  treatment  have  failed. —  Wiener  Med.  Presse^  10,  1890. 

How  TO  Wash  out  a  Baby's  Stomach. — Dr.  A.  Seibert  gives  the  following 
directions  for  performing  this  little  operation :  A  No.  10  A  soft  catheter  is  attached 
to  a  glass  tube  six  inches  long ;  the  operator  is  seated  before  the  child,  which  is  held 
upright  (as  in  throat  inspection),  or  on  one  side  when  collapsed;  the  left  index 
finger  of  the  operator  is  held  between  the  right  upper  and  lower  maxille  so  as  to 
prevent  the  mouth  from  closing.  Then  the  tube  is  passed  over  the  tongue  into  the 
pharynx,  the  head  of  the  child  inclining  slightly  forwards.  By  gentle  pressure  we 
overcome  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  upper  pharyngeal  muscles,  and  then 
the  catheter  glides  easily  into  the  stomach.  Now,  the  left  hand  holds  the  catheter 
and  the  right  attaches  the  lower  end  of  the  tubing  of  the  fountain  syringe  or  regular 
irrigator  over  the  glass  tube  attached  to  the  catheter.  Water  is  now  allowed  to  flow, 
and  after  the  stomach  is  filled  the  supply  is  shut  off,  the  tube  detached,  and  the 
end  of  the  glass  tube  lowered  below  the  child's  umbilicus,  so  the  contents  come  away 
very  nicely.  Never  use  force.  No  trained  assistant  is  necessary.  The  tube  will 
never  enter  the  larynx.  The  younger  the  babe  the  easier  it  is  to  wash  out  its 
stomach.— T^  Dixie  Doctor,  April,  1890. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND  LARYNGOLOGY, 

CONDUCTED  BY 
CHAS.  M.  THOMAS,  M.D. 


The  Use  of  Fluobbbcine  as  a  Means  of  Diagnosino  Lbbioks  of  the  Cob- 
NEA. — In  a  paper  read  before  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  Medical  Society,  Dr. 
R.  L.  Randolph  says :  In  the  November  and  December  numbers  of  the  OmtraiblaU 
f»r  PracHacker  Augenkeilkunde,  is  to  be  found  an  article  by  Dr.  Thomalla,  of  Fried- 
land  on  coloring  the  cornea  with  fluorescine,  as  a  means  of  diagnosing  or  detecting 
lesions  of  this  portion  of  the  eye.  According  to  the  author.  Dr.  Htaub,  a  Nether- 
land  army  surgeon  first  discovered  the  fact  that  a  solution  of  fluorescine  when 
dropped  upon  a  portion  of  the  cornea,  which  was  deprived  of  its  epithelium,  would 
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color  this  spot  a  deep  green  and  leave  the  rest  of  the  oomea  unchanged.  For  the 
past  two  months  in  the  eye  clinics  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  and  the  Presby- 
terian Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  he  has  been  testing  the  value  of  this  method  of  diag* 
Dosinic  corneal  lesions.  The  experiments  number  over  a  hundred  and  led  rae  to 
positive  conclusions. 

Fluorescine  is  a  red  powder  soluble  in  water  and  belongs  to  that  class  of  sub- 
stances which  are  found  as  products  of  coal  tar  distillation.  **  T  employ  a  solution 
of  10  grains  of  the  powder  to  the  ounce  of  water,  to  which  is  added  15  grains  of  the 
bicarbonate  of  soda.  I  have  never  known  the  solution  to  have  an  irritating  effect, 
and  I  have  used  it  in  most  intense  forms  of  corneal  inflammation.  The  portions  of 
the  oomea  stained  retain  the  color  from  half  an  hour  to  several  hours.  The 
solution  produces  not  the  slightest  impression  upon  the  healthy  cornea.  I  have 
always  found  that  when  positive  defects  in  the  corneal  epithelium  existed,  in  other 
words  where  there  was  actual  loss  of  substance,  the  coloration  was  more  apparent. 
8o  long,  then,  as  it  is  possible  to  color  any  portion  of  the  cornea,  we  may  be  certain 
that  some  lesion  still  exists.'* 

In  excoriations  of  the  cornea,  positive  results  were  the  rule.  In  ulcers  of  the  cor- 
nea positive  results  were  always  obtained.  In  simple  superficial  keratitis  the  colora- 
tion was  much  less  distinct  than  when  this  disease  wns  associated  with  an  ulcer. 
In  parenchymatous  keratitis,  the  results  were  invariably  negative.  In  three  cases 
of  iritis  uncomplicated  with  corneal  trouble  I  failed  to  obtain  any  coloration.  In 
two  cases  of  iritis  of  syphilitic  origin,  where  the  cornea  was  involved,  superficially 
as  well  as  interstitial ly  marked  coloration  was  observed.  In  two  cases  of  acute  glau- 
coma the  result  was  absolutely  negative.  In  cases  of  foreign  bodies  in  the  cornea^ 
no  matter  how  small  the  foreign  hody  was,  its  position  and  size  was  located  to  a 
nicety.  Here  the  coloration  was  immediate  and  distinct,  showing  itself  by  a  green 
ring  around  the  foreign  body.  In  phlyctens  of  the  conjunctiva,  the  color  was  rather 
velfow  than  green.  Only  in  those  cases  where  the  phlycten  was  located  on  the 
limbas  of  the  cornea  and  the  latter  had  been  involved  to  some  extent  was  there  any 
positive  green  coloration  to  be  seen.  Pterygia  and  Pinguecula,  gave  negative 
results.  With  the  exception,  then,  of  phlyctenular  conjunctivitis  the  solution  is  in- 
applicable to  any  of  the  other  forms  of  conjunctival  inflammation. — Johju  Hopkins 
Hoapiial  BuUeUn,  April,  1890. 

Absobbino  Cataracts.-— Dr.  Kalish,  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine {Medieal  Iteeord  of  March  29th),  claims  that  he  has  discovered  a  measure  by 
which  in  certain  cases,  incipient  cataracts  may  not  only  be  checked  in  their  growth, 
but  also  in  great  measure  aosorbed.  Two  drops  of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  gly- 
cerine with  a  1  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  rose  water,  are  instilled  into 
the  eye,  and  with  the  patient  seated  in  a  chair  having  a  back  high  enough  to  support 
the  head.  The  operator  standing  or  sitting  behind  the  patient,  places  both  hands 
over  the  closed  eyes,  so  that  the  tip  of  each  middle  finger  rests  upon  the  eyeball  at 
itft  nasal  side,  the  index  and  ring  finger  falling  into  place  beside  the  middle  finger. 
With  slight  pressure  upon  the  eyeball,  the  three  fingers  are  drawn  outward  over 
the  eye  to  the  temporal  side.  This  procedure  is  repeated  twenty  to  thirty  times  a 
minute,  the  stroking  being  in  one  direction  only,  and  continued  for  ten  minutes, 
when  a  second  instillation  of  two  drops  into  both  eyes  should  be  made,  manipula- 
tion carried  on  as  before  for  ten  minutes.  This  treatment  is  to  be  continued  daily 
for  a  week,  and  then  the  interval  between  the  instillations  lengthened  to  fifteen 
minutes,  making  the  treatment  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  duration.  The  eyes 
should  now  be  treated  every  other  day  and  this  kept  up  for  three  or  four  months. 
He  has  found  that  instillation  alone  had  no  beneficial  effect ;  such,  also,  was  his  ex- 
perience with  manipulation  alone.  The  treatment  cannot  be  left  to  an  unskilled 
assistant  but  must  always,  the  doctor  claims,  be  carried  out  by  a  practiced  hand.  In 
the  six  cases  reported,  there  was  at  first  an  increased  tension  noticed,  which  how- 
ever, was  noticeably  decreased  by  the  manipulations. 

Indications  Fob  and  Against  Tracheotomy  in  Croup. — It  is  not  a  question 
of  how  many  hours  shall  we  wait,  because  some  cases  run  their  course  with  alarm- 
ing rapidity,  while  others  move  comparatively  slowly.  If  in  spite  of  treatment 
there  is  no  improvement,  and  if  the  cough  remains  unchanged,  ana  stridor  increases 
do  not  persist  in  treatment,  do  not  wait  for  restlessness  and  lividity  and  dyspnoeic 
attacks,  but  operate  without  further  delay.  If  you  have  decided  that  tracheotomy 
is  called  for  and  the  parents  plead  for  postponement,  and  after  it  may  be  many 
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hourff,  when  the  child  is  moribund  tfaer  crive  their  oonsentp  do  not  refiiAe,  but  do  not 
be  eager  to  operate.  It  will  give  you  great  anxiety,  it  will  cause  you  endlew  trouble, 
and  in  the  end  it  will  almost  certainly  die.  Bronchial  croup,  shown  by  the  expec- 
toration of  little  bifurcating  tubes  of  membrane  ;  severe  pneumonia,  or  capillary 
bronchitis,  shown  by  rapid  breathing,  contraindicate  operation,  but  the  milder  forms 
do  not.  iSxtreme  prostration  without  evidence  of  asphyxia,  contraindicate»i.  If 
the  case  is  of  laryn^ceal  and  pharyngeal  diphtheria,  I  should  say  do  not  be  in  a 
hurry  to  operate.  If ''those  classed  as  diphtheria  mostly  die,"  it  may  be  taken  as 
an  argument  on  the  one  hand  in  favor  of  early  operation,  and  on  the  other  in  favor 
of  late  operation.  Rose  Cormack  says  in  many  benignant  cases  the  false  membrane 
begins  to  loosen  spontaneounly  and  to  be  gotten  rid  of  between  the  fifth  and  seventh 
day. — Timea  and  JUgisUr—Denhy  in  Med.  Preas  and  Circular. 

The  Relation  of  Refraction  and  Insufficiency  of  the  Ocitlar  Muscles 
TO  Functional  Dl-ieases  of  the  Nervous  System.— The  conclusions  reached 
by  Dr.  D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  aftei>  a  lengthy  article  devoted  to  this  subject,  are  : 

1.  The  eyeball  of  the  human  race  is  very  rarely  in  what  might  be  defined  as  an 
entirely  emmetropic  condition. 

2.  Perfect  equilibrium  of  the  ocular  muscles,  is  by  no  means  a  common  condition 
even  among  persons  of  sound  health  and  without  asthenopia. 

3  Defects  in  these  two  states  hy  no  means  necessarily  produce  even  local  disturb- 
ances, such  as  are  comprehended  under  the  term  of  asthenopia,  inflammation  of  the 
edges  of  the  lids,  etc.,  although  high  degrees  of  hypermetropia,  moderate  degrees  of 
astigmatism  and  all  cases  of  mixed  astigmatism  are  apt  to  do  so,  sooner  or  later. 

4.  Asthenopia  depends  chiefly  upon  two  sets  of  causes,  nervous  exhaustion  and 
uncorrected  errors  of  refraction. 

5.  In  estimating  the  influence  of  these  defects,  great  stress  should  be  laid  upon 
the  general  condition,  and  the  line  sharply  drawn  between  asthenopia  due  to  ex- 
haustion and  that  to  faulty  refraction. 

6.  Nothing  has  been  added  CHsentially  to  Donder's  discovery  of  the  fundamental 
cause  of  accommodative  asthenopia,  except  that  astigmatism  forms  a  more  important 
factor  in  its  aetiology ;  muscular  asthenopia  falls  into  the  background,  while  the 
definition  of  asthenopia  has  been  much  amplified  by  ophthalmologists. 

7.  The  origin  of  a  class  of  such  diseases,  as  chorea,  epilepsy  and  hystero- epilepsy, 
has  not  been  found  in  errors  of  refraction,  nor  in  insufllciencies  of  the  muscles  of 
the  eyeball. 

The  observing  general  practitioner  is  able  to  test  the  truth  of  this  latter  proposi- 
tion as  he  looks  among  the  neurotic  families  and  individuals  of  his  acquaintance, 
and  observes  whether  or  not  the  use  of  glasses  and  ocular  tenotomies  are  beginning 
to  lessen  the  cases  of  chorea  and  epilepsy.  Certainly  a  discovery,  which  it  was  pre- 
dicted would  vie  with  those  of  Jenner  and  Lister,  has  been  proclaimed  with  suf- 
ficient fulness  and  clearness,  and  has  been  acted  upon  in  an  arena  large  enough  to 
allow  us  to  judge  by  this  time  whether  it  is  an  aavance  in  rational  and  scientific 
therapeutics.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is,  but  that  the  theory  of  the  ocular  origin  of 
nervous  disease,  by  distracting  attention  from  the  evident^  and  in  some  instances 
preventable,  causes  of  neuroses,  has  delayeil  our  progress  and  inflicted  serious  dam- 
age to  the  reputation  of  onr  profession  for  accurate  observation  and  philosophical 
conclusions. — New  York  Medical  Joumaij  April  19,  1890. 

Electrolysis  in  Granular  LiDS.-^The  eyelid  is  everted  and  a  small  electrode 
connected  with  the  negative  pole  is  moved  slowly  over  the  unhealthy  mucous  mem- 
brane. The  positive  pole  is  placed  at  the  nape  of  the  neck.  The  electricity  should 
be  applied  for  several  minutes,  and  will  require  to  be  repeated  six  or  eight  times- — 
Wood* a  Medicul  and  Surgical  Monographs,  March,  1890. 

Electrolysis  for  Stenosis  of  the  Lachrymal  Canals.— A  probe,  small 
enough  to  be  inserted  into  the  punctum  is  introduced  and  passed  along  to  the  nasal 
duct  The  probe  is  fitted  into  a  handle  and  is  attached  to  the  negative  pole  of  a 
battery.  A  flat-plate  electrode,  covered  with  some  substance  which  will  retain 
moisture,  is  connected  with  the  positive  pole,  and  generally  placed  on  the  back  of 
the  neck  beneath  the  collar,  having  been  first  moistened  with  salt  and  water. 

The  handle  of  the  negative  electrode  possesses  a  mechaliical  arrangement  for 
completing  the  circuit.  Four  cells  of  aStohrer's  battery  will  usually  be  found  suf- 
ficient, with  the  resistance  they  have  to  overcome,  to  give  a  current  strength  of  four 
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millumpereB.  A  Leclanche  batterj  will  do  equally  as  well  for  snch  a  Rmall  opera* 
lioo,  but  perhaps  one  or  two  more  cells  would  have  to  be  used.  With  a  current 
strength  of  four  roilliamperes,  the  enlar|irement  of  the  canaliculus  takes  al)oiit  thirty 
peoonds.  No  aniesthetic  is  necessary.  During  the  operation,  a  little  froth  collects 
beside  the  electrode  and  oozes  out  of  the  punctum.  In  a  very  few  seconds  after  the 
<urcuit  is  dosed,  the  probe,  which  was  nr^t  gripped  tightly  in  the  canal,  can  be 
made  to  move  backward  and  forward  along  the  passage  with  great  ease.  The 
probes  used  should  never  be  greater  than  1.5  millimetres.  The  advantages  attend- 
ing the  treatment  by  electrolysis,  are  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  so  little  displace- 
ment or  alteration  of  the  normal  channels  is  effected,  and  by  it  we  have  the  means 
of  increasing  the  lumen  of  the  puncta  and  canaliculi,  without  any  excessive  slretch- 
ing.—W.  £.  Steavenson,  WotxTa  Monographs,  March,  1890. 

Intensb  Photophobia  Cubed  by  Dibbct  ANiESTHEBiA  of  the  Cassebian 
Gakolton. — A  child  of  13  years  of  age  came  imder  treatment  with  phlyctenular 
keratitis  in  August  last;  and  in  November  last  the  other  eye  became  affected  in  the 
same  way.  All  efforts  to  raise  the  lids  in  order  to  inspect  the  cornea  were  unavail- 
ing, and  gave  rise  to  fits  of  sneezing.  The  photophobia  was  intense.  Gntteriez- 
Ponce,  under  whose  charge  the  patient  was,  then  endeavored  to  amesthetize  the 
Casserian  ganglion  bv  introducing  into  the  external  auditory  meatus  a  small  plug 
of  cotton  impregnated  with  chloroform,  with  the  result  that  almost  immediately  the 
patient  allowed  the  lids  to  be  raised  without  a  protest  and  without  a  sneeze.  The 
same  treatment  was  repeated  on  subsequent  occasions,  and  was  attended  bv  the  same 
success.  The  author  concludes  that  tiie  external  auditory  meatus  affords  a  ready 
means  of  bringing  remedies  to  bear  in  ocular  affections  of  nervous  origin.— Xoiuion 
Medical  Recorder^  March  20,  1890. 

The  Shape  of  the  Nose  in  Tbue  Ozjena.— Most  authors  who  have  written  on 
the  subject  of  true  oziena  have  noticed  that  the  nose  in  subjects  of  this  malady  is 
very  often  flat  and  of  the  so-called  saddle-back  shape.  Some  hava  attributed  to 
this  form  of  nose  a  predisposing  influence  in  the  production  of  this  disease,  and  its 
origin  has  been  set  down  to  scrofula,  or  to  a  mere  caprice  of  nature.  Dr.  Potic^uet 
believes  that  to  the  form  of  nose  is  reallv  due  the  slowly  progressing  pathological 
process  of  atrophic  rhinitis  which  prece<ies,  prepares  the  way  for,  and  accompanies 
ozena.  The  author  endeavors,  in  the  course  of  his  paper,  to  establish  the  follow- 
ing propositions:  1.  It  is  not  true,  as  has  been  pretended,  that  the  flattened  form  of 
nose  predisposes  to  true  ozena.  2.  The  flat  saddle-back  nose,  which  has  been  noticed 
as  a  frequent  accompaniment  of  true  ozena,  is  mostly  due  to  the  atrophic  rhinitis 
which  precedes  and  accompanies  the  ozena.    3.  The  nose  in  ozena  takes,  or  rather 

E reserves,  the  flat  form,  in  those  cases  more  especially  in  which  atrophic  rhinitis 
as  set  in  during  infancy.  4.  The  adult  sufferer  from  ozena  has,  as  a  rule,  not  got 
that  shape  of  nose  which  he  should  have  had  according  to  the  laws  of  heredity.  5. 
The  sufferer  from  ozena  very  often  does  not  possess  the  form  of  nose  which  his 
cranial  conformation  entitles  him  to. — London  Medical  Recorder,  March  20,  1890. 

Cauterization  of  the  Tubbinates  fob  Hystebigal  Aphonia.— Dr.  W.  E. 
Casselberry,  after  citing  authorities  and  illustrations  as  reminders  of  the  established 
fact,  that  nasal  irritation  is  capable,  imder  certain  conditions,  of  exciting  muscular 
action  in  the  larynx,  goes  on  to  say  that  this  rule  might  be  worked  the  other  way, 
and  the  correlation  between  the  nerves  of  these  organs  utilized,  therapeutically,  to 
correct  functional  laryngeal  paresis  by  artificial  irritation  applied  to  the  nasal  tis- 
sues. Two  illustrative  cases  are  given.  In  the  first,  there  was  marked  debility,  but 
no  manifestation  of  hysteria.  The  inferior  turbinated  bodies  were  much  hypertro- 
phied,  and  one  or  the  other  nostril  constantly  occluded.  The  vocal  cords  were 
flabby  and  paretic,  but  with  no  local  cause  apparent  in  the  larynx*  Ordinary  treat- 
ment proving  useless,  the  electro  cautery  was  applied  to  the  inferior  turbinates, 
burning  a  line  four  centimetres  in  length,  and  in  depth  to  the  bone.  After  the 
seo«)nd  cauterization,  the  voice  returned  permanently. 

In  the  second  case,  there  were  signs  of  pulmonary  lesion,  without  tuberculosis. 
The  paresis  was  asscKsiated  with  only  slight  congestion  of  the  larynx.  There  were 
present  hypertrophic  rhinitis,  follicular  pharyngitis  and  chronic  tonsillitis.  Con- 
stitutional treatment  and  local  applications  failed  to  improve.  As  in  the  first  case, 
the  voice  was  permanently  restored  after  the  second  electro-cauterization  of  the  tur- 
binals.    Few  cases  described  as  *'  hysterical  aphonia,'^  belong  strictly  to  that  cate- 
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gory.  Gerhardt  thinks  Bome  of  them  belong  to  the  clasB  of ''  reflex  "  paralyses ; 
more  often,  it  is  the  simply  anaemic,  and  those  debilitated  by  phthisis^  independently 
of  laryngeal  tuberculoMis,  who  suffer  from  functional  aphonia.  It  follows  inflamma- 
tion and  laryngeal  rhenmatisro  from  "  cold,"  in  which  case  the  congestion  disap- 
pears, but  the  aphonia  remains  indeflnitely. 

The  defect  may  lie  in  a  perverted  diHtribution  of  nerve-foroe  to  the  parts,  or  there 
may  exist  a  state  of  inherent  muscular  weakness,  requiring  increased  nerve-force 
for  action,  which  is,  in  debilitated  subjects,  not  forthcoming.  Whichever  it  may  he, 
if  we  can  stimulate  energetically  and  somewhat  continuously  the  branches  of  the 
pneumo>ra8tric  nerve  which  supply  the  larynx,  it  would  seem  possible  to  restore 
their  flagging  energies,  or  to  re-direct  the  perverted  nerve-force  into  iheir  proper 
channels  Circumstances  in  each  case  preclude  the  supposition  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  cautery  acts  through  mere  mental  impression ;  the  intra-laryngeal  Fara- 
diiation  and  cauterization  of  the  pharyngeal  follicle,  as  previously  carried  out  in 
these  cascH,  being  equally  iropresKive  and,  to  the  mind  of  the  patient,  more  in  har- 
mony with  the  object  in  view,  than  treatment  directed  to  the  nose.  Nor  would  one 
anticipate  the  same  results  from  cauterization  at  random  elsewhere  on  the  body,  for 
it  is  demonstrated  that  a  special  reflex-relationship  exists  between  the  sensory  fila- 
rnenb*  of  the  nares  and  the  motor-nerves  of  the  larynx. — Medical  Newif  February 
22,  1890. 
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Treatment  of  Epididymitis. — Langlebert  has  successfully  used  the  following 
in  the  treatment  of  the  above-  The  Rcrotum  is  covered  by  a  thick  layer  of  cott<»n, 
over  which  is  placed  a  sheet  of  rubber  ti.sHue.  This  is  held  in  place  by  a  snugly 
fitting  suspensory.  The  good  re$<ults  following  this  plan  of  treatment  is  explained 
by  the  writer  to  be  due  to  the  constant  heat  and  profuse  local  sweating  caused  by 
the  dressing,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  part  is  immobilized  and  moderate  com- 
pression secured. — Annal.  des  McUad.  des  Org,  QeniUhUnn.^  1889,  No.  4. 

Treatment  of  Qonorrhceal  Orchitis. — Debeut  has  successfully  used  appli- 
cations consisting  of  a  1  per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  applied  to  the  scro- 
tum in  the  above  trouble,  curing  his  .cases  in  from  four  to  six  days. — Annal.  da 
Malad.  des  Org,  Oeniio-  Vrin. 

Trrphinino  for  Hemorrhage  in  the  Cranium. -Deaver,  while  admitting 
th«U  a  great  deal  has  been  done  in  brain  surgery  during  the  past  two  years,  thinks 
the  resulting  benefit  has,  in  the  majority  of  cascR,  proven  to  be  but  temporary.  This 
is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  diseases  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  radical 
cure,  i.e',  tumors,  which  are  most  frequently  sarcomatous,  tubercular,  or  syphilitic, 
their  removal,  therefore,  giving  but  temporary  relief.  The^  operations  have  ac- 
complished most  in  demonstrating  the  amount  of  manipulation  the  brain  will  per- 
mit, providing  that  it  is  done  by  skilled  hands  and  under  every  antiseptic  precaution. 

Trephining  for  intra-cranial  hiemorrhage,  particularly  of  the  extra-dural  variety, 
if  done  early,  is  in  every  nense  a  life-saving  agent,  practical  as  well  as  permanent 
in  its  results  in  the  greater  number  of  cases.  There  are  four  varieties  of  intra- 
cranial haemorrhage.  1.  Where  the  blood  escapes  or  finds  its  way  between  the 
inner  wall  of  the  cranium  and  the  dura  mater.  2.  Where  it  is  in  the  sub-dural 
space.  3.  Into  the  sub-arachnoid  space  and  into  the  meshes  of  the  pia  mater.  4. 
Where  it  escapes  into  the  substance  of  the  brain,  or  into  the  ventricles.  In  the  firnt 
variety  the  haemorrhage  is  due,  as  Mr.  Jacobson  has  shown,  to  a  laceration  of  the 
branches  of  the  middle  meningeal  artery,  although  not  infrequently  the  artery 
itself  is  torn  at  the  point  where  it  crosses  the  anterior  inferior  angle  of  the  parietal 
bone.  The  reasons  for  this  are:  1.  The  bone  at  the  site  of  the  groove  for  the 
artery  is  very  thin.  2.  The  vessel  is  frequently  buried  in  the  bone,  so  that  fracture 
without  laceration  of  the  artery  is  scarcely  possible.  3.  The  skull  at  this  point  is 
peculiarly  apt  to  be  broken.  The  artery  may  also  be  ruptured  by  force,  which 
causes  a  detachment  of  the  dura  mater,  but  which  is  not  suflScient  to  produce  a  frac- 
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lure.  Next  to  this  venel  the  most  frequent  sonrce  of  extra-dural  bleeding  is  the 
lateral  sinus.  Owing  to  the  intimate  relations  of  the  dura  mater  to  the  bsate  of  the 
skull,  hemorrhage  in  this  situation  is  hardly  possible.  The  attachments  of  the  dura 
over  the  vault  of  the  cranium  are  comparatively  loose,  except  along  the  lines  of  the 
autores,  so  that,  as  Bell  has  shown,  it  may  be  separated  by  the  vibration  caused  from 
a  blow.  Tillauz,  furthermore,  has  demonstrated  that  the  adhesions  between  the 
dora  and  the  bone  are  especially  weak  in  the  temporal  fossa,  the  most  common  site 
of  meningeal  haemorrhage.  The  following  points  are  to  be  observed  in  the  diag- 
nosis of  extra-dural  hiemorrhage:  The  mental  condition  may  be  normal,  or  there 
may  be  cerebral  irritation,  complete  or  incomplete  unconsciousness,  or  coma. 
Pupils  may  be  normal ;  one  or  both  may  be  dilated  and  show  no  response,  or  one 
may  be  greatly  dilated  and  the  other  normal.  Hutchinson  has  pointed  out  that  in 
cases  where  the  dilated  pupil  corresponds  to  the  injured  side  it  is  due  to  the  pressure 
of  a  dot  extending  down  to  the  base  of  the  skull  on  the  cavernous  sinus,  causing 
fulness  of  the  vessels.  It  may  also  be  accounted  for  by  pressure  of  the  clot  on  the 
oculo-motor  nerve.  Respiration  may  be  stertorous  or  Cheyne-Stokes  in  character. 
The  pulse  mav  be  changed  but  little,  depending  much  on  the  severity  of  the  con- 
cussion ;  rapid  and  feeble,  or  if  there  is  compression,  slow  and  full.  There  may 
exist  hemiplegia,  monoplegia,  paralysis,  convulsions,  twitching  or  spastic  rigidity 
in  various  degree.  The  scalp  may  be  contused  and  boggy  from  the  injury,  and 
the  latter  also  by  leakage  from  the  cranium  through  a  iSssure.  The  following 
stages  are  usually  presented  by  a  typical  case  of  extra-dural  hemorrhage:  1.  Un- 
conscioosness,  complete  or  incomplete,  due  to  concussion  or  shock  caused  by  the 
injury.  2.  Consciousness  or  lucioity.  This  stage  may  last  from  a  few  minutes  to 
several  hours.  The  following  rules  call  for  trephining  in  this  class  of  cases:  1. 
Simple  or  compound  depressed  fractures,  with  or  without  symptoms  of  compression. 
2.  Punctured  or  incised  fractures,  fractures  of  the  orbital  plate  of  the  frontal  bone, 
punctures  of  the  cribriform  plate  of  the  ethmoid.  In  the  last  mentioned  the  author 
applies  the  trephine  to  the  roof  of  the  orbit  at  the  inner  angle,  this  being  the  most 
dependent  portion  of  the  anterior  cerebral  fossa.  3.  Foreign  bodies  in  the  brain.  4. 
Impacted  fractures  in  gunshot  wounds.  5.  In  contusions  simulating  deprewed  frac- 
tures the  author  exposes  the  skull,  and  if  a  depressed  fracture  be  found  or  bleeding 
through  a  fissure,  he  trephines.— Jfecfieo/  ^etoe,  February  15,  1890. 

Fracture  OF  THB  Patella. — Newell  recommends  a  method  practiced  by  Beach 
at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  patellar  fractures.  It 
is  more  simple  and  more  easilv  applied  than  most  others,  and  gives  very  good  re- 
sults. It  consists  of  a  ham  splint,  well  padded,  and  two  coaptation  splints.  The 
leg  is  fuUv  extended ;  the  ham  splint  reaches  from  the  buttock  to  the  lower  third  of 
the  leg;  the  coaptation  splints  are  placed  on  either  side  and  held  in  place  by  buckle 
straps:  these  should  pass  over  the  quadriceps  muscle;  a  roller  bandage  is  applied 
over  this  to  hold  the  fragments  quiet  To  relax  the  rectus  femoris  the  limb  should 
be  elevated ;  this  is  done  best  by  placing  pillows  under  the  leg  and  tying  them  to 
the  limb,  or,  if  necessary,  to  the  bed  by  strips  of  a  roller,  Af^r  this  is  worn  four 
or  five  weeks  in  bed,  the  patient  may  be  allowed  to  get  up,  when  this  same  apparatus 
can  be  used.  The  author  mentions  a  case  treated  by  this  method  that  was  able  to 
walk  well  without  a  dressing  at  the  end  of  nine  weeks.  It  is  advisable  not  to  at- 
tempt motion  at  the  knee  too  rapidiv  and  to  postpone  its  complete  use  even  as  long 
as  a  year.— Medical  Beeord,  March  15, 1890. 

Flat  Foot  and  Ingrowing  Toe-nail. — ^Gibney  reports  one  case  from  his  own 
practice^  and  two  from  that  of  Abb6,  in  which  a  painful  flat  foot  appeared  to  be  de- 
pendent on  an  ingrowing  toenail,  and  was  cured  by  removal  of  the  latter.  Case  1. 
(Gibney)  Pain  in  the  sole,  supposed  to  be  rheumatic,  with  tenderness  of  the  sca- 
phoid. A  proper  shoe,  massage  and  Faradism  failed,  but  excision  of  the  ingrowing 
nail,  and  resulting  granulations,  cured  the  patient.  Case  2.  (Abb^)  Painful  flat 
foot,  unrelieved  by  a  built-up  shoe  sole,  massage,  etc. ;  relieved  at  once  by  excision 
of  an  ingrowing  nail,  which  had  not,  however,  produced  inflammation  or  granula- 
tions. Subsequent  removal  of  the  tender  cicatrix  resulted  in  a  complete  cure. 
Case  3.  (Abb^)  Flat  foot  of  several  years'  standing ;  painful  for  a  few  months. 
Removal  of  a  well-developed  ingrowing  toe-nail  relieved  the  paiif.  Patient  lost 
sight  of. — AfinaU  of  Surgery,  January,  1890. 

The  Operative  Treatment  of  Prostatic  Hypertrophy.— Kiimmell  recog- 
nises three  forms  of  hypertrophied  prostate:     (1)  A  symmetrical  or  asymmetrical 
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hjpertrophj  of  the  lateral  lobes  without  any  chaxif^es  in  the  middle  lobe.  (2)  A 
hypertrophy  in  which  all  three  lobes  are  equally  involved.  (3)  An  enlargement 
of  the  third  lobe.  According  to  the  author  these  varieties  differ  anatomically.  The 
pyriform  hypertrophy  of  the  middle  lobe  is  usually  of  a  fibro-royomalous  nature, 
whereas  the  hypertrophy  of  the  lateral  lobes  is  more  of^en  of  an  adenomatous  char- 
acter. Besides  the  ordinary  methods  of  examination  for  prostatic  hypertrophy  the 
author  especially  recommends  Leiter's  cystoscope  as  modified  by  himself.  Regard- 
ing the  indications  for  operative  interference,  the  first  and  foremost  is  sudden  reten- 
tion where  the  introduction  of  a  catheter  is  not  possible.  In  these  cases  supra-pubic 
puncture  is  advised,  but  this  procedure  is  contra-indicated  when  kidney  trouble  or 
any  morbid  state  of  the  muscular  coats  of  the  bladder  exists.  In  otiier  less  urgent 
cases  epicystotomy  should  be  practiced,  as  by  this  method  the  prostate  can  readily 
be  removed,  and  at  the  same  time  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  treated. 
After  having  opened  and  thoroughly  irrigated  the  bladder,  the  hypertrophied  por- 
tion is  grasped  with  a  pair  of  long  forceps  and  strongly  pulled  up,  when  a  wedge- 
shaped  piece  is  removed  near  the  urethral  orifice  by  means  of  the  thermo-  or  galvano- 
cautery.  In  partial  hypertrophy  the  part  is  merely  cauterized.  The  prostatic , 
urethra  is  then  thoroughly  dilated,  the  bladder  carefully  stitched  and  drained  by  a 
catheter  d  femeure  for  about  two  weeks.  After  healing  of  the  wound,  attempts  are 
made  to  develop  the  muscular  power  of  the  bladder  by  means  of  strychnia,  cold  * 
irrigations  and  electricity.  In  three  cases  treated  by  this  method,  two  recovered 
fully,  and  the  third,  up  to  the  time  of  writing,  was  unable  to  completely  empty  the 
bladder,  which  the  author  attributes  to  the  short  duration  of  the  aller-treatmenL — 
DetUsehe  MedmnUeKe  Wochenschrtft,  No.  10,  1889. 

Death  Following  Internal  Ubbthbotomt. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society  of  Montreal,  Dr.  Bell  reported  a  case  of  death  following  the 
above  operation.  The  patient  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  with  retention  of  urine, 
and  was  operated  upon  the  next  day,  after  which  there  was  a  sudden  rise  of  tern- 
{lerature,  suppression  of  urine,  coma  and  death.  The  kidneys  were  found  to  be  the 
seat  of  tubercular  disease. — New  York  Medical  Journal,  March  8, 1890. 

The  First  Therapeutical  Measure  in  Intracranlal  Hjemorrhaoe.— 
Heidenheim  reports  the  case  of  a  voung  man  who  was  struck  on  the  bead  during  a 
fight;  he  fell  down  but  got  up  and  walked  home,  a  distance  of  several  miles,  un- 
dressed and  went  to  bed.  His  father,  sleeping  in  the  same  bed,  heard  him  moan- 
ing, got  up  to  get  him  some  water,  but  on  his  return  found  him  unconscious,  and  he 
died  in  half  an  hour.  An  autopsy  showed  fractured  skull  and  hxmorrhage  between 
skull  and  dura  maier.  After  citing  some  similar  cases,  Heidenheim  says  the  rule 
may  be  laid  down  that  after  the  appearance  of  a  mild  cUtack  of  apoplexv  the  patient 
ought  to  be  kept  for  many  hours  in  a  sitting  position  in  a  comfortable  chair,  just  as  long 
an  the  state  of  the  patient  allows  it  Ice  on  the  head,  a  derivating  hot  foot-bath, 
leeches,  and  a  rapidly  acting  purgative  may  often  prevent  a  secondary  severe  haem- 
orrhage. Wrapping  the  lower  extremities  in  Esmarch's  bandages  ought  not  to  be 
neglected  in  similar  cases. — Berliner  Klin.  Woehensoher,^  6,  1890. 

HTPODERinc  Injections  of  Carbolic  Acid  in  Tetanus.-— A  boy,  of  fifteen 
yearn,  tore  and  contused  his  skin  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  toe,  and  a  day  or  two 
afterwards  tetanus  set  in  all  over  his  body,  with  trismus,  opisthotonos,  and  extensive 
tension  of  the  abdominal  muscles.  Hot  baths,  large  doses  of  chloral  failed,  and  on 
the  fourth  day  Paoline  began  his  injections  with  1  per  cent,  carbolic  acid,  which 
were  made  every  third  hour,  eight  in  twenty -four  hours.  Already,  on  the  second 
day,  the  temperature  (over  40°)  dropped,  and  the  spasms  diminished  in  duration 
and  intensity.  With  the  continuing  improvement  the  number  of  injections  were 
diminished,  and  on  the  twenty -seventh  day  of  treatment  the  patient  could  be  con- 
sidered cured.  Baccelli,  of  Rome,  treated  a  very  grave  case  by  the  same  method, 
and  also  saved  his  patient.  The  injections  must  be  kept  up  till  every  trace  of  a 
spasm  has  disappeared. —  Wien.  Med.  Presse^  7,  1890. 

Hot  Water  for  the  Arrest  of  Hjucorrhaoe  After  the  Extraction  of 
Teeth. — Dr.  Julius  Scheff  stops  the  most  obstinate  bleeding  from  the  alveolus  after 
the  extraction  of  teeth,  even  in  hsemophilic  patients,  by  dropping  hot  water  into 
the  cavity.  The  water  must  be  as  hot  as  can  be  borne,  and  tne  syringe  mast  be  so 
constructed  that  the  hot  water  can  be  discharged  in  drops. — Deutehe  Med,  Zeitung, 
2-i,  1890. 
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A  Verification  op  a  Thcjja  Symptom.— Dr.  Edward  Balch,  in  the  March 
HomcBopalhie  Physieianf  relates  a  case  in  which  he  was  able  to  cure  the  symptom 
found  under  thuja, '' Sweat  on  uncovered  parts."  One  doee  of  thuja  30  removed 
the  symptom. 

Nux  Vomica  and  Sepia  in  "  Vernal  Catarrh." — **  Vernal  catarrh  "  is  a  con- 
junctivitis which  comes  on  in  the  spring  as  warm  weather  begins,  disappearing 
during  a  cold  spell.  It  is  rarely  benefited  and  usually  aggravated  by  any  locsd 
application,  and  I  succeed  best  with  nux  or  sepia  high. — Dr.  Norton,  Chironian, 
March. 

Ferrum  Phosphoricum  IK  Cholera  Infantum. — Ferrum  phosphoricum  is 
calleil  for  when  the  discharges  from  the  bowels  are  frequent ;  the  child  becomes 
greatly  reduced  early  in  the  course  of  the  disease :  there  is  stupor,  with  red  face, 
dilated  pupils,  rolliug  of  the  head,  and  soft,  full,  flowing  pulse.  Farrington  relates 
a  case  with  these  symptoms  (in  which  belladonna  and  sulphur  were  each  given  in 
turn,  but  failed)  that  was  quickly  relieved  by  ferrum  phosphoricum. — Journal  of 
OfnOetries^  March. 

Sabadilla  in  Helminthiasis. — In  children  affected  by  worm  symptoms  saba- 
dilla  may  be  used  when  there  is  nausea  and  vomiting  associated  with  a  peculiar 
colic,  as  though  the  bowels  were  being  whirled  around  like  a  wheel. — Journal  of 
ObsUtrU^  March. 

Vbratrum  Album  in  Constipation. — 4  neglected  drug  in  constipation  is 
veratrum  album.  Inveterate,  torpid  cases,  with  the  key-note  of  a  little  cold  sweat 
on  the  bands  or  forehead,  when  straining  at  stool. — Dr.  Moffat,  Chironian^  March. 

Constipation  During  pRBONANCY.---Mrs.  A.,  eighteen  years  old,  liyht  hair 
and  blue  eyes;  primipara;  has  had  constipation  ever  since  she  became  enciente.  I 
had  given  her  several  remedies  with  no  relief  whatever.  The  fore  part,  or  the  first 
of  the  stools,  is  hard ;  the  after,  or  last  part,  loose  or  diarrhoeic.  Itching,  burning, 
and  redness  of  the  hands  and  feet.  She  says  she  can  tell  when  she  is  going  to  be 
constipated,  as  her  hands  and  feet  itch  and  bum  so,  worse  at  night.  She  can 
scarcely  sleep.  Apcaieus  muBcarhu  cm.,  one  dose,  made  her  better  for  two  weeks. 
One  doee  more  carad. — Dr.  G.  W.  Sherbino,  Howueopathio  Physician,  March. 

Oleander  in  Nursing  Women.— In  studying  the  action  of  oleander  on  the  ab- 
dominal organs  we  find  emptiness  and  goneness  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  even 
after  eating,  relieved  by  taking  brandy.  This  symptom  is  an  indication  for  oleander, 
in  very  weak  women  who  have  infants  at  the  breast.  Immediately  after  nursing  the 
patient  is  seized  with  tremor,  and  is  so  weak  that  she  is  scarcely  able  to  walk 
across  the  room. — Journal  of  Obitetries,  March. 

Opium  in  Puerperal  Cases. — Besides  the  use  of  opium  to  relieve  the  retention 
of  urine  after  parturition,  attention  has  also  been  called  to  its  curative  effect  in 
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children  when,  from  fright  of  the  wet  niin<e,  the  infnnt  has  retention  of  nrine.  A» 
a  remedy  for  affectionH  in  women,  resulting  from  fright,  opium  has  further  seemed 
indicated  in  puerperal  fever,  where  there  is  over-excitement  of  all  the  senses ;  even 
distant  sounds  annoy  the  patient ;  the  di<<charire  from  the  uterus  is  verj  fetid ;  the 
case  approaches  a  condition  of  stupor.  —Journal  of  ObiUlncaf  March. 

BoviOTA  IN  Uterine  Troubles. — In  uterine  congestion,  with  uterine  hapnior- 
rhage,  particularly  when  there  is  a  flow  of  blood  between  the  periods  from  any 
little  over-exertion,  bovista  hns  been  found  very  useful.  The  menstrual  flow  of  bo- 
vista  is  characterised  by  occurring  only  at  night  or  early  in  the  morning. — Journal 
of  ObtteiricBf  March; 

CkxxJULUs,  Pulsatilla,  and  Chamomtlla  in  Menstrual  CoLic—Farring- 
ton  described  a  little  group  of  remedies  for  menstrual  colic,  among  which  cocculu«, 
Pulsatilla,  and  chamomilla  stand  out  very  prominently.  Under  cocculns,  the  colic  is 
as  if  there  were  sharp  stones  rubbing  against  each  other  in  the  abdomen.  There  is, 
very  often,  with  this  colic  excessive  distension  of  the  abdomen  from  flatus.  The 
colic  is  especially  liable  to  come  on  at  night  and  awaken  the  patient  It  is  relieved 
bv  belching,  and'  returns  again  from  the  re-accumulation  of  flatus.  Chamomilla 
also  has  cutting  colic  in  the  abdomen,  with  dark  menstnial  flow  like  ooccnliis,  but  is 
characterized  by  the  peculiar  irritability  of  the  patient.  Pulsatilla,  likewise,  has 
scanty  and  dark  menstrual  flow,  with  griping  pains  doubling  the  patient  up,  but  is 
distinctive  in  its  relief  from  cool  air,  and  in  the  mild  and  tearful  disposition  of  the 
woman  to  whom  it  is  particularly  adapted. — Journal  cf  Ohttthric^  March. 

Xanthoxyxum  in  Hysterical  Dysmenorrhosa.— Dr.  D.  N.  Ray  reports  the 
cure  with  xanthoxylum  •  of  an  exceedingly  painful  dysmenorrhoea  occurring  in  a 
sixteen-year  old  hysterical  patient — Journal  of  ObstetricSy  March. 

Ham AHELis  IN  Abdominal  Gonoestion. — It  has  been  told  us  that  hamamelis 
has  often  been  used  in  pregnancy  when  varicose  veins  appeared  over  the  abdomen, 
and  when  the  patient  could  not  make  any  motion  without  feeling  a  bruised,  sore 
feeling.  This  characteristic  of  hamamelis,  the  great  soreness  of  the  part  is  not  the 
bruised  feeling  of  arnica,  nor  the  sensitive  soreness  of  lachesis,  nor  the  stingini^ 
soreness  of  apis.  It  is  pointed  out  to  us  by  Farrington  as  the  sore  feeling  which 
belongs  tu  venous  congestion.  The  abdominal  soreness  of  bryonia.  belladonna,  and 
of  rhus  toxicodendron,  is  distinguished  from  that  of  hamamelis  by  the  individual 
characteristics  which  mark  the  uterine  symptoms  of  each  of  these  drugs. — Journal 
f^  ObaletricSf  March. 

8ABINA  IN  Abortion. — Sabina  is  indicated,  especially  in  impending  abortion 
about  the  third  month,  by  a  pain  which  commences  in  the  small  of  the  back  and 
goes  around  and  through  the  pubes,  and  by  pains  which  run  from  the  sacrum  to 
the  pubes.  With  these  pains  there  is  a  flow  of  bright  red,  clotted  blood,  increased 
by  every  motion.— JoumoZ  of  ObsteirieSf  March. 

Staphysagria  in  Prolapsus  Uteri. — Staph ysagria  is  sometimes  indicated  in 
prolapsus  uteri,  in  states  where  the  prolapus  is  associated  with  a  flabby  condition 
of  the  abdomen.  The  whole  abdomen  is  so  relaxed,  contents  and  parietes,  that 
there  is  a  sensation  as  if  everything  would  drop  out  The  leuoorrhoea  accompanying 
this  condition  is  yellow  and  excoriating.  All  this  is  the  result  of  repeated  fielvic 
congestions  from  allowing  the  mind  to  dwell  on  sexual  subjects. — Journal  of  ObaUt- 
Tvu^  March. 

Sulphur  in  Leucorrho&a. — An  anmarried  lady  of  twenty- eieht  suffered  from 
leucorrhoea  for  eight  or  nine  years.  During  these  years  she  had  had  frequent  pre- 
scriptions for  vaginal  wash^,  which  did  no  good.  She  now  uses  a  little  castile  soap 
in  water  once  per  day.  Being  a  teacher,  she  stands  much  on  her  feet.  The  flow  is 
profuse  only  auring  the  day ;  must  wear  a  napkin ;  the  color  is  a  whitish  yellow; 
causes  an  intense  itchine  and  burning  of  the  external  parts.  Has  cold,  sweaty  feet ; 
menstruation  rather  painful.  She  received  calcarea  30,  the  only  effect  of  which 
was  to  give  her  painless  menstniation.  This  was  followed  by  calcarea  200,  first  day 
four  dones,  then  one  dose  a  day.  She  improved  only  for  the  first  two  or  three  days. 
Then  she  received  calcarea  200  in  water,  four  doses,  followed  by  placebo.  Improve- 
ment was  not  perceptible.  Now  learned  that  she  was  troubled  with  heat  of  the 
palms  of  the  hands  at  night ;  could  not  endure  to  have  them  under  cover ;  if  she 


1890.]  Monthly  Eetrospea.  333 

went  to  sleep  with  them  covered  up,  in  her  sleep  she  wonld  throw  off  the  coTering. 
Calcarea  had  been  tried  now  for  a  month  with  but  little  amelioration.  Sulphvr  30, 
four  dot^es  in  one  day,  was  all  the  medicine  taken  for  another  month,  with  most 
gratifying  results.  As  she  then  removed  from  this  locality,  she  took  with  her  sulphur 
200,  to  be  uken  only  when  necewary.  Have  since  learned  from  her  Triends  that  she 
blewed  the  day  when  she  tried  the  **  little  pills/' — Dr.  M.  F.  Grove,  in  the  Oaiybmia 
Homwopathj  February. 

Silica  in  Mammary  Fistula  —A  young  woman  of  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
otherwise  healthy,  and  without  any  disfKisiiion  to  sickness,  was,  fifteen  months  ago. 
delivered  of  her  first  child.  In  confinement  she  contracted  mastitis,  which  turned* 
into  suppuration.  The  abscess  was  lanced  by  her  physician  and  emptied,  but  the 
Ofiening  would  not  close  in  spite  of  all  surgical  ana  external  means  applied,  and 
a  thin  ichorous  fluid  continued  to  form,  so  that  the  presence  of  a  fistula  could  not 
be  doubted.  She  received  silica  30,  a  powder  every  other  evening,  and,  after  four- 
teen davs,  the  opening  was  closed  and  the  fistula  healed,  and  remained  so.— IfomcBO- 
putkit  htcordtr,  January. 

Calcarea  Carbonica  and  Silica  in  Caries.— Meta  E.,  aged  nine  and  a  half 
years,  came  under  treatment  after  she  had  been  under  allopathic  treatment  for  over 
a  year.  The  aniemic- looking  child,  of  delicate  constitution,  suffered  since  her  fourth 
year  from  rachitic  appearances,  eruptions  and  swellings  of  the  glands.  These  dis* 
appeared  in  the  course  of  time,  with  the  exception  of  two  carious  ulcers  on  the 
Biernum  and  a  large  swelling  of  the  joint-ends  of  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  bone. 
In  consequence  of  this  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh  bone  was  in  an  inflected  position 
and  the*  knee-joint  was  almost  anchylosed,  so  that  the  child  could  only  creep,  and 
had  to  be  carried.  There  were  no  pains  present.  The  suppuration  of  the  carious 
bone  swelling  was  as  usual.  The  mark  remaining  from  a  previous  bone  swelling 
was  yet  deep,  which  is  considered  a  sign  of  the  continuance  of  the  carious  processes. 
There  were  no  essential  or  characteristic  symptoms  present,  except  a  certain  want 
of  appetite.  The  patient  was  given,  first  of  all,  calcarea  carbonica  30,  six  globules 
morning  and  evening,  then  one  daily,  then  every  other  evening,  and  so  iorih,  with 
longer  intermissions,  for  four  months.  After  an  intermission  of  one  month  we 
changed  to  silica  30,  a  few  pellets  every  evening.  The  result  is  that  the  bone  swell- 
ings are  entirely  cured  and  the  existing  marks  have  become  flat,  and  that  the  raised 
joint-ends  have  become  so  diminished  as  to  make  the  knee-joints  again  movable, 
and  the  lower  leg  so  straight  that  she  can  step  already  on  one-half  of  the  sole  of 
her  foot.  The  child  thereby  looks  blooming,  is  cheerful,  and  develops  a  healthy 
appetite.  We  hope  to  procure  for  the  diseased  extremity  at  least  the  appropriate 
normal  length  by  using  a  proper  extension  machine.— ^%emeiiie  Horn.  Zeiiung 
(Honuxopathic  Rteorder)^  January. 

Calcarka  Fluorica  in  Indurations.— Dr.  G.  P.  Hale,  in  the  February  Medi- 
cal Adoanc€f  reports  the  following  case  :  Charles  D.  had  been  under  allopathic 

treatment  for  two  weeks  for  typhlitis,  and  when  called  I  found  him  very  much  re- 
duced, suffering  extreme  pain.  Palpation  discovered  a  tumor  extending  from  the 
cvcum  to  the  inferior  boitler  of  the  liver,  hard  from  induration  and  very  sensitive. 
I  found  him  lying  upon  the  right  side  with  the  leg  fixed  upon  the  abdomen  to  relax 
the  abdominal  muscles.  This  position  mitigated  the  severity  of  the  pain.  The  in- 
dicated remedies  were  given  for  the  acute  symptoms,  among  which  rhus  toxicoden- 
dron was  the  most  important,  but  the  absorption  of  the  induration  threatened  to  be 
a  stumbling  block  to  recovery,  and  an  old  allopathic  physician  declared  that  an 
abeceas  would  result;  bat  onder  ealcarea  fiuoriea  3x,  a  small  powder  dry  upon  the 
tongi.e  every  two  boon,  the  induration  was  rapidly  absorbed,  and  a  speedy  recovery 
of  an  almost  hopeless  case  was  the  result. 

TnrjA  IN  Irritable  Ulcer  op  the  Anus.— Dr.  G.  W.  Sherbtno,  in  the  March 
HonuBi^fxUhie  Phytieian^  reports  the  cure  of  an  ^  irritable  ulcer  of  the  anus  *'  with 
one  dose  of  thuja  Im,  after  the  failure  of  surgical  procedures.  Symptoms:  The 
stools  were  hot  as  boiled  lead  passing  through  the  rectum  ;  pain  after  stool,  lasting 
for  many  hours,  so  that  be  was  in  ^reat  pain  from  contraction  of  the  anus ;  pain 
worse  from  motion,  even  moving  his  feet,  and  yet  he  got  so  very  restless  that  he 
most  move,  and  he  got  no  relief  from  it  whatever. 

Therapeutics  op  Epistaxib.— Dr.  Helmuth,  in  the  February  Cliironianj  gives 
the  following  medicines  as  of  service  in  epistaxis : 


334  77^  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  [May, 

Ooeiu. — Enpecially  if  the  blood  is  thick  and  dark ;  useful,  not  only  for  the  acute 
attack,  in  which  case  it  is  given  every  fifteen  minutes,  but  also  as  a  constitutional 
remedy,  to  prevent  future  attacks. 

Oarbo  VegeUiJbUi», — Indicated  in  old  people,  who  are  more  or  less  prostrated,  whose 
blood  is  too  thin.    Has  been  known  to  stop  hemorrhages  even  when  plugging  failed. 

BeUadfmna, — When  the  face  is  flushed  and  full ;  throbbing  pulse,  bright-red 
blood. 

Erigenm.  -  Cures  many  cases  when  the  blood  is  thin  and  from  both  nostrils. 

HamamdU. — Particularly  in  hemorrhoidal  patieAts,  when  hemorrhages  are  thin 
and  venous. 

'  ArunicMm  is  especially  good  when  hemorrhage  has  lasted  a  long  time,  the  patient 
becoming  prodtrated,  restless;  great  paleness;  characteristic  thirst;  even  life 
threatened. 

China. — Especially  good  for  repeated  hemorrhages,  which  produce  anemia,  par- 
ticularly when  the  blood  is  bright  and  clear,  and  the  patient  is  a  miasmatic  or  over- 
dosed quinine  subject. 

Baryta  in  Masturbation. — "The  habit  of  masturbation  is  a  disease  which  oo 
healthy  boy  will  contract.  Where  boys  develop  imperfectly  at  the  age  of  puberty, 
and  acquire  thiH  habit,  baryta  is  one  of  the  remedies  likely  to  be  indicated.'' — Dr. 
Allen,  Ckironian,  January. 

Rkmedies  for  Headaches  in  Eye  Strain.— '*  In  headaches  from  straining 
the  eyes,  remember  natrum  muriaticum,  in  throbbing  in  the  forehead ;  cinchona 
for  throbbing  in  the  templen;  caicarea  phosphorica  in  the  vertex:  onosmodium 
across  the  occiput." — Dr.  Allen,  Chinmian,  January.  * 

Baryta. — *'  I  have  observed  that  baryta  is  especially  active  on  the  glands  of  the 
posterior  cervical  triangle,  behind  the  sterno-mastoid  and  on  the  back  of  the  neck.'' 
Dr.  Allen,  CAinmian,  January. 

Causticum. — "  Stiflnesfl  and  cracking  of  the  articulation  of  the  lower  jaw,  a 
rheumatic  condition  without  fever,  is  entirely  relieved  by  causticum." — Dr.  Allen, 
— CAironiafi,  January. 

GuAiACUM  is  very  like  rhus,  follows  rhns  welt,  and  will  often  relieve  when  rhus 
seems  indicated  and  fails. — Dr.  Moffat,  CAironton,  January. 

Lithium  Carbonicum  in  Arthritis.— Dr.  W.  M.  Fcelet  cured  with  lithium 
carbonicum  a  case  of  subacute  rheumatoid  arthritis  a;flrecting  the  first  and  second 
joints  of  the  index  and  middle  fingers  of  each  hand. — Medical  Adtuneef  March. 

Do9AQE  OP  Phosphoric  Acid. — In  giving  phosphoric  acid  in  physiological 
doscji,  continue  it  for  a  couple  of  weeks,  then  stop  for  a  week,  and  go  on  again.  You 
thus  avoid  overloading  the  system  and  guard  against  the  secondary  depressant  effect 
— Dr.  Moffat,  Chironian^  March. 

Nux  MoscHATA  in  AN  **  Hepatic"  Case. — Dr.  M.  F.  Grove  in  the  February  Oali- 
fomia  HomoBopaihf  reports  a  peculiar  case,  of  thirty  years'  standing,  that  had  resisted 
all  kinds  of  treatment.  Rev.  P ,  aged  about  40,  had  had  attacks  of  excru- 
ciating pain  since  boyhood,  but  in  latter  years  attacks  came  on  every  three  weeks,  and 
later  every  other  day.  Symptoms:  An  aching  pain  comes  in  the  right  liypochon- 
drium,  with  sleepiness  and  restlessness.  He  becomes  so  drowsy  that  he  feels  he 
could  sleep  under  any  circumstances,  except  for  the  presence  of  the  pain,  and  this 
must  be  quite  severe  to  keep  him  awake.  After  this  goes  on  from  one  to  three 
hours,  a  swelling  comes  in  the  region  of  the  gall-bladder,  which  becomes  quite  laige 
and  sensitive.  This  is  then  felt  to  be  the  seat  of  the  aching  pain.  Hot  applica- 
tions, doubling  up,  and  one-half  ounce  alcohol  in  water,  help  the  pain  and  give 
him  some  relief.  This  suffering  lasts  from  a  few  to  twenty  hours.  The  stools  at 
this  time  are  of  a  muddy,  clayinh  color;  thirsty  all  the  time,  but  aggravated  by 
drinking  cold  water.  Ae  suffers  continually  from  a  deficiency  of  saliva,  and  sel- 
dom expectorates  even  with  a  chew  of  tobacco  in  his  mouth.  There  is  noticed  a 
puffy,  baggy  condition  below  the  eyes.  The  case  has  been  diagnosed  by  previously 
attending  physicians  as  eall-stone  colic  and  hepatic  congestion.  Sux  Moachata  6 
was  given  four  times  a  day  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  was  then  given  less  fre- 
quently. The  patient  had  but  one  slight  attack  after  the  medicine  was  administered 
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Tbbatkent  of  Habitual  Dbunkenness.— Gallavardin,  of  Lyons,  in  his  work 
Aleoholian  et  CnminalUif  Ihiitemcnt  Midieal  de  LHvrognerie  et  de  Vixreaae^  shows  up 
the  evil  habit  of  alcoholism,  and  then  advises  in  relation  to  treatment  to  consider 
principally  the  mental  symptoms,  and  in  chronic  diseases  the  single  dose  which 
oHen  suffices  for  several  months,  and  thus  permanent  cures  can  be  effected.  He 
recommends : 

^tix  Vomioa :  Tendency  to  anger ;  forced  bv  worry  and  anxiety  to  benumb  the 
mental  troubles;  spitting.  When  sober,  kind  and  retiring;  when  drunk,  quarrel- 
some or  cryinff.  Easily  jealous  and  envious ;  suicide  by  drowning,  or  death  by 
revolver  and  knife.  Tendency  to  melancholy ;  increased  or  diminished  sexual 
nisQS.  Small  doses  of  liquors  cause  drunkenness.  Desire  for  red  or  white  wines, 
beer,  absinthe  or  rum ;  from  doing  nothing ;  from  neurasthenia,  women  often  want 
stimulants  during  or  after  pregnancy ;  lascivious  thoughts  and  acts ;  does  not  care 
for  medical  advice;  often  longs  to  steal,  and  cunning;  tendency  to  constipation, 
Tomitingand  rumination  from  difficult  digestion ;  great  smoker;  gambler;  spend- 
thrift to  others,  but  avaricious  in  the  family  ;  is  never  satisfied  at  home,  but  roams 
aboQt  with  strangers. 

Laehena:  Dinagreeable,  quarrelsome  people;  vindictive,  malicious,  just  as  leave 
kill  somebody,  but  no  tendency  to  suicide,  except  to  be  crushed  by  a  car  or  wagon. 
Talkative  during  drunkenness ;  tell  t6  others  all  their  thoughts  and  how  to  execute 
ihem,  which  the^  would  carefully  guard  when  sober.  Do  not  care  about  anybody. 
Smoker.  Sometimes  wasteful  and  squandering,  at  other  times  avaricious ;  always 
careless;  desire  for  absinthe. 

Causticum :  Stubborn,  quarrelsome  or  touchy,  and  easily  crying  during  and  after 
the  spree;  sexually  excited  before  and  during  it  (very  characteristic  of  causticum) ; 
desire  for  brandy  and  rum.  In  persons  who  lost  very  dear  friends.  Adults  as 
careless  as  children.  Takes  no  interest  in  anybody.  Smoker.  Inclined  to  steal, 
as  he  cannot  keep  his  hands  off*.  Young  women  who  want  to  get  married.  Very 
wasteful. 

Sulphur :  Herpetic  and  hemorrhoidal  constitution ;  is  slow  at  work  and  when 
walking ;  likes  to  sleep  late,  but  does  not  feel  refreshed  by  it ;  muscles  relaxed  and 
flabby ;  tries  to  get  drunk  when  alone ;  has  neither  will-power  nor  a  sense  of  his 
duties ;  desire  for  beer  and  wine.  Mild  when  sober,  uncouth  when  drunk.  Talks 
to  everybody  what  he  would  keep  to  himself,  or  does  actions  which  he  would 
never  do  when  sober ;  careless  in  mind  and  body :  inclined  to  obesity ;  lies  and 
steals ;  envious ;  somewhat  dissolute ;  gambler  and  smoker. 

Qdcarea  ear6 :  Fat  and  lazy,  hence  not  obliging  to  others,  and  causeless  apathy 
to  some  persons;  lies  and  steals;  brainfag  from  mental  overwork.  Envious,  hate- 
ful, revengeful,  somewhat  dissolute,  sometimes  gambler.  Wasteful,  and  at  other 
times  avaricious ;  will-power  nearly  abolished ;  has  not  the  moral  courage  to  refuse 
a  glass  of  wine. 

Hepar:  No  heart,  constantly  dLssatisfied,  hot-headed  and  could  kill  anybody  in 
his  rage ;  criminal  tendency ;  cannot  perform  any  mental  labor  without  his  glass 
of  wine. 

ArBenieum :  Wicked,  revengeful  without  charitableness,  jealous,  incline«1  to  com- 
mit crime,  suicidal  tendency  to  hang,  to  drown,  to  poison  or  stab  himself.  Constant 
desire  to  drink,  even  if  it  is  only  water.  Tendency  to  vomit  and  especially  to  diar- 
rhoea ;  loves  to  persecute  others. 

Merewritu  vivus:  Discontent  with  himself,  with  others,  with  everything.  Teeth 
easily  become  carious,  gums  swell  up,  ptyalism,  neuralgia,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery, 
helminthiasis;  great  gambler,  spendthrift  or  avaricious ;  spend  everything  as  quick 
as  they  earn  it;  unbearable  behavior;  suffering  from  diseases  which  can  be  pal- 
liated. 

Petroleum :  Drunkard  without  any  will  power ;  cannot  refuse  liquors,  though  they 
Tomit  as  soon  as  they  have  the  least  too  much.    Garrulous  during  their  spree. 

Opium:  Whiskey ists,  who  drown  their  debasement  in  liquor.  Easily  moved  to 
tears.  Very  funny  but  dull,  and  during  their  inebriety,  sleeping.  They  are  funny 
from  wine,  but  drowsy  and  sleepy  from  beer,  cider  and  whiskey. 

Staphisagria:  Drunkards,  who  excel  in  Buceko  et  Venerea  and  who  try  to 
strengthen  their  broken-down  constitutions  by  liquors,  especially  sweet  ones.  Ill- 
humored  and  downcast  before,  during  and  after  their  drunkenness ;  hypochondria 
with  delusions  of  iiersecutions.  Old  bachelors  or  married  men  given  to  adultery  ; 
Onanists;  smokers;  jealousy. 

Conium  mac :  He  drinks  to  brace  up ;  full  of  envy ;  cold  and  icy  manners ;  has 
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to  indulge  in  everythinfr  he  wants;  fftils  to  take  interest  in  anything;  mental  ca- 
pacity liuiiled.  Adiiits  weak-minded  like  children;  weakness  of  spine,  with 
tendency  to  paraplegia. 

FuUcUiUa:  Drinks  to  strengthen  his  stomach,  as  digestion  is  poor.  Daring  in- 
toxication, down-hearted,  with  desire  for  cider.  Chlorotic  girls  and  women  who 
indulge  on  account  of  their  debility;  fond  of  candies  and  sweets;  jealous,  enTious 
and  malicious.    Spendthrift  in  order  to  show  off.    Bashful  even  to  cowardice. 

Magnesia  curb. — Prefers  sweets  and  fine  liquors ;  irritable,  downhearted,  talkative 
or  silent,  face  deep-red ;  insomnia  at  night,  sleepy  in  daytime ;  garrulous  when 
drunk. 

Gallavardin  prescribes  the  drug  in  the  200th  potency,  a  dose  every  two,  three, 
four,  (tix,  seven  weeks,  given  without  the  knowledge  of  the  patient 

During  the  intoxication  he  prefers  the  following  remedies  in  the  3d,  6th,  11th  or 
30th  potency,  6  to  8  pellets  in  naif  a  glass  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  five,  ten,  fif- 
teen, twenty  minutes.  In  the  eonvuUive  form  of  intoxication  with  convulsions  of  ex- 
tremities, trunk  and  head:  Nux  vom.,  bell.  Jealouty:  Nux  vom., lachesis,  Pul- 
satilla, staphisagria,  hyoecyamus.  Fiyhling  mood:  Nux  vom.,  hepar,  veratnim 
hyoscyaroiiR.  Dettrvetivemood :  Bell.,  veratnim.  ifiZ/tn^  mood.*  Bell.,  hepar,  hyos- 
cyamus.  Suicided  moody  by  poison,  dagger,  hanging  or  being  crushed :  Arsenicum. 
•  By  dagger,  pistol  or  drowning:  Nux  vum.  'hy  poison  or  throwing  himself  down 
from  a  height:  Bell.  FuU  of  fun  <md  mirth:  Opium,  coffee.  Playing  Ike  actor: 
Stram.,  bell.  Clear-minded:  Calcarea,  sulphur.  7>ii/2*mtiu/ec^;  Opium,  stramonium. 
Sleepy  or  deeping :  Opium,  bell.  Insomnia  :  Nux  vom.,  coffee.  Oarrulous:  Lachesis, 
causiicum,  hepar,  petroleum,  magnesia  carb.  Screaming:  Stramonium,  hyoscyamus, 
ignatia,  rausticum.  Scolding:  Nux  vom  ,  hepar,  petroleum.  Crossness  before,  during 
and  after  the  spree :  Hydrastis,  nux  vom.,  caust ,  lachesis.  Desire  to  go  naked : 
Hyoscyamus.  Excited  sexuality:  Nux  vom.,  china,  phosphor.,  cantharides,  and 
especially  causticum. 

It  is  far  better  the  patient  does  not  know  that  he  is  treated  for  his  vice.  Drunken- 
ness is  a  mental  alienation  with  its  obstinacy  towards  doctor  and  friends,  and  the 
drug  shows  the  same  effect  when  given  in  soup,  wine,  cofiee  or  even  in  liquor. 

There  is  an  acquired  and  a  hereditary  drunkenness ;  the  former  yields  more  easily 
to  treatment,  the  latter  is  often  the  bane  of  the  descendants  of  drunken  parents,  es- 
pecially when  conceived  during  the  bout.  To  prevent  such  dire  consequences  such 
children  must  be  treated  from  their  thirteenth  to  fifteenth  years  and  longer  with 
the  following  remedies  in  the  order  given  and  in  the  200th  potency :  1.  Sulphur, 
forty  days.  2.  Nux  vom.,  forty  days.  3.  Arsenicum,  fort v  days.  4.'Mercur.  vivus, 
forty  days.  5.  Opium,  forty  days.  6.  Lachesis,  forty  days.  7.  Pulsaiilla,  forty 
days.  8.  Petroleum,  sixty  days.  9.  Ck)nium,  sixty  days.  10.  Causticum,  sixty 
days.  1 1.  Magnesia  carb.,  sixty  days.  12.  Staphisagria,  forty  days.  13.  Caicarea 
carb.,  sixty  days.  Only  the  high  potencies  answer;  lo«r  dilutions  will  iail.  Chil- 
dren under  thirteen  years  may  be  treated  with  the  30th  potency  and  then  the  inter-, 
vals  can  be  shortened,  as  sulphur  after  twenty,  petroleum  after  thirty  days.  Modi- 
fication in  the  sequence  may  be  necessary  according  to  the  individuality  of  the  case, 
and  the  attending  physician  must  be  the  judge.  In  relation  to  diet  hardly  any 
measures  can  be  proposed,  as  the  treatment  must  be  carried  on  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  patient ;  still  we  might  advise  a  diminution  of  animal  food  and  must 
raise  our  voice  against  tobacco,  as  it  increases  the  thirst.  Fat  meat,  bacon,  butter, 
cream,  milk  and  vegetables  diminish  thirst  and  hunger.  A  habitual  tippler  cannot 
break  up  his  evil  habit  at  once,  and  it  is  questionable  whether  it  is  advisable,  for 
alcohol  increases  the  activity  of  the  heart  and  removes  an  exhausted  feeling.  We 
know  that  soldiers  after  a  long  and  tedious  march  are  strengthened  by  a  small  por- 
tion of  spirits,  whereas  when  they  take  take  it  before  they  set  out,  they  become 
far  earlier  fatigued.  Stanlev  reports,  that  alcoholic  beverages  in  central  Africa 
cause  too  often  hepatic  troubles ;  heat-fever,  mental  troubles,  even  inside  of  their 
tents,  while,  when  taken  before  retiring  in  small  doses  they  quiet  the  heart  and 
produce  sleep.  Alienists  often  prescribe  to  their  excited  patients  small  doses  of 
alcohol  in  the  evening  to  make  them  sleep.  It  was  an  old  fashion  when  the  host 
}iresented  a  nightcap  to  his  guests  before  retiring,  and  the  use  of  alcohol  in  perni- 
cious fevers  and  against  the  bites  of  poisonous  animab  ia  a  mode  of  treatment 
recognized  in  all  schools. 

it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  treat  habitual  drunkenness ;  it  takes  patience  and  time. 
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In  this  report  I  have  aimed  to  furnish  a  concise  history  of  twenty 
consecutive  cases  operated  by  abdominal  section  in  my  private  hos- 
pital, or  at  the  gynaecological  clinics  in  the  Hahnemann  Hospital  of 
Philadelphia. 

It  may  be  stated  that,  until  within  a  period  of  six  months,  it  was 
believed  that  the  risk  from  the  presence  of  a  large  class  of  students 
would  not  justify  an  operation  of  this  character  during  the  regular 
clinic  hour,  but  by  dividing  the  class  into  sections  of  from  ten  to 
fifteen  to  witness  an  operation^  the  risks  have  been  somewhat  dimin- 
ished, and,  with  the  assistance  of  willing  and  intelligent  nurses  who 
have  been  personally  instructed,  I  can  report  all  clinical  cases  as. 
having  recovered. 

That  special  hospital  facilities,  and  experienced  nurses,  are  neces*- 
sary  for  the  successful  treatment  of  patients  requiring  abdominal! 
section,  is  too  well  known  to  need  mention.  If  additional  proof 
was  required,  I  might  point  to  the  fact  that  from  my  total  number  of 
hospital  cases  only  one  death  has  occurred,  if  I  may  exclude  patients 
found  to  be  suffering  from  malignant  disease  at  the  time  of  the  opera- 
tion^ whilst  a  much  larger  number  operated  on  at  their  homes  give  a 
much  greater  percentage  of  mortality.  This  has  been  attained 
mainly  on  account  of  inadequate  facilities,  but  it  is  also  due  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  them  were  too  much  reduced  in  health  to  justify 
the  risk  of  removal  to  an  institution  adapted  to  their  requirements. 
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With  regard  to  such  patientB,  it  has  been  a  question  for  serious  con- 
sideration, in  every  instance,  whether  or  not  they  were  beyond  the 
pale  of  the  surgeon's  resources  when  his  services  have  to  be  solicited. 
Yet,  when  every  other  means  had  failed,  and  an  operation  was 
eagerly  desired,  a  fear  of  increasing  an  individual  mortality  rate 
has  not  deterred  me  from  using  the  best  surgical  means  at  my  dis- 
posal in  the  hope  of  affording  relief. 

Those  desperate  cases  of  long  standing,  for  which  so  little  can 
be  done,  have  forced  home  the  conviction  that  from  diseased  tubes 
and  ovaries  such  serious  mischief  arises  as  to  warrant  their  removal 
in  the  earliest  stages  of  the  affection,  whenever  other  well-directed 
efforts  fail  to  bring  relief,  and,  whilst  Tait's  operation  may  be  resorted 
to,  at  the  present  time,  in  too  many  instances,  it  has  a  wide  range  of 
application,  the  soo()e  of  which  may  be  narrowed  but  will  never  be 
annulled.  The  eflScacy  of  our  system  of  treatment  may  be  all  that 
can  be  desired  in  the  early  stages  of  the  affection,  but  when  serious 
havoc  has  been  wrought,  and  until  we  know  from  experience  just 
where  the  obstacles  become  insurmountable  by  medicinal  means,  who 
shall  draw  the  line  that  shall  restrict  the  operation  to  its  narrowest 
limits? 

Case  I  was  about  47  yeats  of  age;  the  menses  having  ceased 
for  nearly  two  years.  She  was  unmarried  ;  almost  constantly  bed- 
ridden from  pelvic  pain  and  functional  disturbances  of  the  rectum 
and  bladder,  due  to  the  presence  of  two  large-sized  tumors  situated 
on  either  side  of  the  uterus,  which,  with  this  organ,  seemed  to  fill 
the  pelvis  completely.  A  vaginal  examination  was  extremely  pain- 
ful, and  the  passage  of  the  finger  into  the  rectum  proved  that  it 
was  encroached  u|)on  by  a  firm  body  which  was  quite  immovable. 
One  of  the  tumors,  at  the  side  of  the  uterus,  seemed  somewhat  soft, 
and  felt  as  if  it  contained  a  fluid  within  a  thick  capsule.  At  the 
time  of  the  operation  at  my  surgical  rooms,  both  tumors  were  found 
to  be  fibro-myomas— one  quite  soft,  the  other  more  firm,  and  both 
intraligamentous.  Considering  the  difSculties  to  be  encountered  in 
the  effort  to  enucleate  them  from  their  beds  in  the  broad-ligaments, 
and  the  fact  that  under  favorable  circumstances  they  might  diminish 
in  size  at  her  time  of  life,  the  fingers  were  insinuated  behind  the 
tumors  in  the  pelvis,  and  they  were  lifted  to  a  more  favorable  pasi- 
tion  in  front  of  the  sacral  promontory,  and  the  abdominal  incision 
closed.  Recovery  was  uninterrupted ;  and  since  that  time  the  tumors 
have  diminished  in  size,  the  pelvic  distress  has  never  been  of  much 
consequence,  so  that  she  was  able  to  spend  the  summer  in  Switzer- 
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land,  and  since  her  return  last  fall  has  had  but  little  to  complain  of 
excepting  the  results  of  an  attack  of  la  grippe  last  winter. 

Tait  and  others  have  called  attention  to  the  improvement  which 
bas  often  followed  abdominal  section  without  extraction^  in  such 
cases,  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  account  for  it  in  many  instances ; 
perhaps,  however,  more  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  the  ma- 
nipulation has  upon  their  vascular  supply  than  to  anything  else. 

Case  2  came  under  my  care  at  the  6th  month  of  a  second 
pregnancy.  A  cystic  tumor  had  been  diagnosed  by  her  physician 
immediately  after  her  first  parturition.  This  could  now  be  outlined 
as  a  thin-walled  cyst  to  the  right  of  the  enlarged  uterus.  Per-vagi- 
nam,  the  lower  part  of  the  cyst,  could  be  felt  back  of  the  uterus,  and 
the  question  of  removal  for  fear  of  some  interference  with  parturition 
was  seriously  considered.  In  arriving  at  a  conclusion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, as  well  as  during  the  subsequent  operative  treatment  of  the 
case,  I  availed  myself  of  the  counsel  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas,  and  it 
was  decided  to  await  developments  before  interfering,  as  the  tumor 
did  not  seem  to  be  seriously  encroached  upon  by  the  pregnant  uterus, 
and  consequently  there  was  no  immediate  danger  of  rupture. 

Parturition  was  apparently  normal,  and  no  complications  ensued 
during  the  lying-in  period. 

At  first  the  cyst  wall  could  be  outlined  only  after  considerable 
searching,  as  it  seemed  to  be  attenuated  and  but  partially  filled  with 
fluid.  After  awhile  it  became  more  tense,  and  occupied  a  high  posi- 
tion in  the  abdominal  cavity.  If  it  was  ovarian  in  origin  I  decided 
that  it  had  formed  attachments  during  gestation  which  did  not  per- 
mit of  its  descent,  and  as  it  was  growing,  it  was  deemed  best  to  re- 
move it. 

As  soon  as  the  abdomen  was  opened  the  cyst  was  found  to  be  of 
renal  origin,  due  to  an  occlusion  of  the  ureter,  from  which  dilatation 
of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  had  ensued,  followed  by  atrophy  of  all 
the  remaining  kidney  structure  as  the  accumulation  increased. 

By  stripping  ofl*  the  peritoneal  covering  of  the  hydronephrotic 
oyst,  the  tumor  was  enucleated,  and  a  stout  silk  ligature  was  passed 
around  the  renal  vessels,  which  form  a  pedicle ;  after  which  the  mass 
was  cut  away.  An  opening  was  next  made  in  the  flank,  through 
which  a  drainage-tube  was  passed  from  the  bottom  of  the  peritoneal 
sack.  The  latter  was  closed  at  the  top  by  means  of  interrupted 
sutures  of  catgut,  and  the  abdominal  walls  brought  together  by  silk- 
worm gut«    No  difficulty  was  experienced  from  the  use  of  ether  as 
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an  anaesthetic  in  this  case,  as  we  might  expect  when  the  functional 
action  of  the  kidneys  is  impaired. 

There  was  everything  in  the  mental  status  of  the  patient  to  pro- 
mote her  recovery ;  being  very  hopeful,  trustful  and  obedient,  she 
progressed  finely.  The  highest  temperature  indicated  by  the  ther- 
mometer was  103°  F.  on  the  twenty-second  day,  when  a  pocketing 
of  pus  about  the  drainage-tube  called  for  dilatation  and  the  intro- 
duction of  a  larger  tube,  after  which  more  perfect  drainage  was 
effected  until  the  sack  was  entirely  closed. 

The  quantity  of  urine  secreted  from  the  remaining  kidney,  after 
food  was  admissible  and  moderate  draughts  of  water  partaken  of, 
measured  from  fifteen  to  twenty  ounces  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

I  considered  it  fortunate  in  this  case  that  the  kidney  structure  on 
the  diseased  side  had  almost  entirely  disappeared  from  depression 
due  to  the  accumulated  urine  within  the  sack  before  the  operation, 
as  the  extra  tax  upon  the  remaining  organ  had  been  so  gradually 
imposed,  that  there  was  no  sadden  call  upon  its  resources  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  the  cyst. 

8ince  the  operation  the  patient  has  given  birth  to  another  child 
without  serious  complications  from  impairment  of  kidney  action. 
At  no  time  did  she  seem  to  suffer  from  ursemic  toxaemia.  One  month 
before  parturition  she  passed  about  thirty-five  ounces  of  urine  per 
diem,  of  a  specific  gravity  of  1019.  Total  solids  48  +  grams  (normal 
between  60  and  70)  =  urea  21.29  grams  (normal  30  to  35  grams), 
without  albumen  or  casts. 

Four  months  after  parturition  the  specific  gravity  of  the  urine 
was  1033,  and  the  quantity  increased  with  the  amount  of  urea  almost 
normal.     The  patient's  health  has  been  very  good  ever  since. 

Case  3  suffered  from  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  with  vomiting 
and  intense  pain,  due  to  an  ovarian  cyst  of  about  two  years'  growth. 
She  was  anaemic,  jaundiced  and  a  sufferer  from  heart  disease.  After 
getting  her  into  as  favorable  a  condition  as  possible,  she  was  operated 
on  at  my  surgical  rooms  and  the  cyst  found  to  be  universally  adhe- 
rent. Before  it  could  be  enucleated,  the  heart's  action  became  so 
weak  that  it  was  thought  best  to  discontinue  the  efforts  at  extraction. 
After  cleaning  out  the  cyst  as  well  as  possible,  a  drainage-tube  was 
introduced,  the  walls  stitched  to  the  abdominal  incision,  and  the 
patient  put  to  bed.  The  pulse  was  gradually  re-established  at  the 
wrist,  and  in  a  few  weeks  she  returned  to  her  home  in  the  centre  of 
the  State.  After  a  time  she  began  to  show  signs  of  septic  infection, 
and  died  about  two  years  from  the  time  of  the  operation  without 


1890.]         Report  of  Cases  Treated  by  Abdominal  Section,  341 

affording  ns  another  opportunity  to  attempt  the  enucleation  of  the 
tumor. 

Case  4  was  unmarried  and  about  27  years  of  age.  She  suffered 
intensely  from  dysmenorrhoea  and  pelvic  pains,  from  which  she  be- 
came a  confirmed  invalid.  The  uterus  was  enlarged  and  the  lym- 
phatic glands  of  the  neck,  axilla  and  also  of  the  pelvis  were  swollen 
and  very  painful.  It  was  decided  to  remove  the  ovaries  to  induce  a 
cessation  of  the  menses.  Peritonitis  developed  soon  after  the  opera- 
tion and  ended  fatally  on  the  seventh  day. 

Case  5  was  married,  but  sterile.  The  menses  had  been  irregu- 
lar and  the  abdomen  enlarged  from  the  development  of  an  ovarian 
cyst  for  several  months.  At  the  operation  two  ovarian  tumors  were 
removed,  after  which  recovery  was  speedily  affected  and  perfect 
health  restored. 

Case  6  was  a  married  woman  about  40  years  of  age  and  the 
mother  of  a  large  family  of  children.  She  had  always  been  delicate 
and  subject  to  profuse  menses.  Medicines  and  mechanical  means 
had  all  been  tried,  with  only  temporary  benefit.  An  enlargement  of 
the  right  ovary  manifested  itself  soon  after  a  miscarriage,  with  pro- 
fuse haemorrhage,  but  diminished  in  size,  as  the  process  of  involution 
was  completed  in  the  uterus,  until  it  was  about  as  large  as  a  hen's 
egg,  but  very  sensitive  to  touch  or  pressure.  At  the  time  of  the 
operation  the  left  ovary  contained  one  blood-clot  about  the  size  of 
an  English  walnut,  and  another,  somwhat  smaller,  covered  over  by 
a  thin  layer  of  ovarian  tissue.  In  the  right  ovary  there  was  a  cavity 
which  had  evidently  resulted  from  a  similar  haematoma  of  more  re- 
mote origin  that  had  undergone  degenerative  softening  and  partial 
absorption.  Both  ovaries,  with  their  corresponding  tubes,  were  re- 
moved. Recovery  was  prompt  and  menstruation  has  ceased  entirely 
for  over  a  year.  The  patient  being  relieved  of  her  heemorrhages  has 
gained  in  strength  as  well  as  weight,  and  is  able  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  her  family  as  she  has  never  done  before. 

Many  illustrations  might  be  given  in  this  report  of  the  efficacy  of 
homoeopathic  medication  aft;er  abdominal  sections.  One  is  note- 
worthy in  this  connection ;  as  is  mostly  the  case  after  an  oophorec- 
tomy^  a  slight  discharge  of  blood  occurred  on  the  third  day,  like  a 
menstrual  flow^  which  was  attended  with  intense  backache  and  pel- 
vic pain,  frontal  headache  and  depression  of  spirits.  Puis.  30  was 
prescribed  in  water,  and  one  dose  sufficed  to  relieve  her  of  her  dis- 
comfort, so  that  she  passed  a  quiet  night  and  had  no  return  of  the 
symptoms  afterward. 
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Case  7  was  a  married  lady  about  48  years  of  age  who  had  fre- 
quently suffered  from  attacks  of  pain  in  the  abdomen  due  to  impac- 
tion of  faeces,  associated  with  violent  headache.  An  examination 
was  made  about  seven  years  ago,  at  which  time  I  detected  an  en- 
larged ovary  and  advised  her  to  put  herself  under  treatment.  But 
this  advice  was  not  followed  until  the  early  part  of  last  spring,  when 
the  abdomen  began  to  enlarge  rapidly  and  the  tumor  was  surrounded 
by  a  quantity  of  ascitic  fluid,  which  at  times  would  entirely  obscure 
its  outlines.  With  the  rapid  increase  in  both  the  size  of  the  tumor 
and  the  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  abdomen  the  patient's  sufferings 
became  intense,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  bring  her  from  the 
country  in  July  and  operate  on  her  at  my  private  hospital.  When  the 
incision  was  made  a  large  quantity  of  ascitic  fluid  was  liberated  be- 
fore the  cyst  could  be  seen.  It  was  then  emptied  of  its  contents  and 
removed.  A  drainage-tube  was  used,  through  which  further  accu- 
mulations of  ascitic  fluid  could  be  evacuated.  This  dropsical  fluid 
was  obtained  in  large  quantities  from  the  tube  at  first,  but  it  gradu- 
ally decreased  in  quantity  until  it  ceased  entirely,  and  the  tube  was 
removed  during  the  third  week.  The  patient's  health  is  now  com- 
pletely restored. 

Case  8  was  a  young  unmarried  lady  who  suffered  from  pelvic 
pain  due  to  the  development  of  a  cyst  of  the  broad  ligament  which 
would  gravitate  into  the  cul-de-sac  of  Douglas  with  its  correspond- 
ing ovary  and  become  more  or  less  firmly  impacted  behind  the 
uterus.  The  only  support  that  afforded  any  relief  was  a  soft  rubber 
ring,  which  had  to  be  readjusted  every  few  weeks,  or  supplanted  by 
cotton  tampons,  until  the  organs  would  again  tolerate  it.  The  removal 
of  the  tumor  with  the  tubes  and  both  ovaries,  which  latter  bore  evi- 
dences of  cystic  degeneration  was  effected  at  my  private  hospital  in 
November.  Recovery  was  uninterrupted  except  from  an  attack  of 
enteralgia,  with  symptoms  of  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  which  had 
to  be  relieved  by  means  of  forcible  injections  through  a  long  tube, 
which  was  passed  high  up  into  the  bowel.  The  patient  now  ex- 
presses herself  as  being  free  from  pain  and  stronger  than  she  has  ever 
been.     Her  health  seems  to  be  perfect 

Case  9  was  a  patient  who  had  always  suffered  from  violent  dys- 
menorrhoea.  She  was  unmarried,  about  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
and  incapacitated  from  doing  anything  by  which  she  could  earn  a 
livelihood,  by  the  recurrence  of  pains  which  set  in  a  week  before 
the  flow ;  lasted  continuously  during  the  week  of  the  flow,  and  re- 
mained to  haraas  her  for  a  week  after  the  flow  had  ceased.    She  was 
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thin,  pale  and  discouraged.  Both  ovaries  with  the  tubes  were  re- 
moved in  November,  before  a  small  class  of  students.  After  the 
operation  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  the  bowels  to 
act,  and  for  weeks  care  had  to  he  used  in  the  selection  of  food  or 
the  bowels  would  become  clogged,  and  vomiting  with  severe  pain 
ensued.  Purgation  was  followed  by  paresis  of  the  bowel  and  left 
her  in  a  worse  condition  than  before.  With  sulphur,  alumina,  bry- 
onia  and  other  remedies,  this  condition  was  improved,  and  three 
months  after  the  operation  she  was  perfectly  well,  and  stronger  and 
healthier-looking  than  ever  before.  There  has  been  no  menstrua- 
tion, consequently  no  pain,  and  the  bowels  are  much  less  constipated 
than  formerly. 

Case  10  was  admitted  to  the  Hahnemann  Hospital,  with  a  diag- 
nosis of  ovarian  cyst.  Subsequently  there  were  evidences  of  sup- 
puration, such  as  a  recurrence  of  chills,  followed  by  fever,  burning 
in  the  tumor  and  tenderness,  with  redness  of  the  skin  over  the  seat 
of  disease.  When  the  abdomen  was  opened,  a  medium-sized  ovarian 
cyst  presented  itself  to  view.  It  was  readily  removed,  as  there 
were  but  few  adhesions.  The  patient's  recovery  was  somewhat  re- 
tarded by  an  attack  of  pleurisy,  induced  by  leaving  oif  an  undervest 
at  the  time  of  the  operation,  which  was  not  detected  for  several 
days  afterward.  After  this,  recovery  was  completed,  without  further 
complications.     Bryonia,  followed  by  sulphur,  cured  the  pleurisy. 

Case  11  was  a  married  woman,  the  mother  of  several  children. 
Her  case  presented  many  of  the  symptoms  of  abdominal  dropsy.  She 
was  brought  before  the  class  for  an  examination,  and  I  was  able  to 
diagnose  an  abdominal  tumor.  Although  there  was  dulness  over 
the  most  dependent  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  sagging  at  the  flanks 
in  the  dorsal  position  and  a  fluctuation  thrill  on  combined  percus- 
sion and  palpation  of  the  abdominal  walls,  I  could  detect  the  out- 
lines of  a  mass  within  the  abdominal  cavity  which  indicated  the 
presence  of  a  tumor.  At  the  time  of  the  operation,  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen  was  filled  with  a  gelatiniform  mass,  without  any  dis- 
tinct enveloping  membrane.  This  mass  had  to  be  scooped  out  with 
the  hand,  and  when  it  was  removed,  no  trace  of  a  tumor  was  left 
but  the  nutrient  vessels  which  formed  a  stalk-like  pedicle  that  could 
be  traced  to  the  pelvis.  This  was  ligated  near  its  point  of  origin 
and  cut  away.  The  patient  recovered  slowly,  and  is  now  in  good 
health. 

It  is  likely  that  the  growth  commenced  in  the  organ  of  Rosen- 
miiller,  and  that  in  its  development  it  separated  the  folds  of  the  broad 
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ligatnenty  and  carried  the  ovary  with  it  into  the  abdominal  cavity  as 
was  also  the  case  with  the  bladder  which  became  adherent  to  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen  above  the  symphysis  pubis.  When 
the  abdominal  incision  was  made,  and  the  peritoneum  reached^  it  was 
found  much  thickened  and  had  incorporated  with  it  a  fine  structure 
which  proved  to  be  the  bladder-wall.  This  was  cut  into,  so  that  the 
finger  passed  directly  into  that  viscus.  In  opening  the  abdomen 
above  this  point,  I  reached  and  cut  through  a  mass  which  was  ad- 
herent as  closely  to  the  peritoneum  as  the  bladder  was  at  a  point 
lower  down ;  this  resembled  ovarian  tissue,  and  I  believe  it  to  have 
been  carried  upward  by  the  growth  from  below  and  deposited  against 
the  anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen,  to  which  it  became  firmly  adherent, 
and  as  it  received  its  nutrient  supply  from  the  seat  of  attachment, 
and  was  deprived  of  all  nerve  connection  with  the  uterus,  it  was 
allowed  to  remain,  for  its  dislodgement  would  have  leil  a  raw  sur- 
face devoid  of  peritoneum  as  large  as  the  palmar  surface  of  a  man's 
hand. 

The  incision  into  the  bladder  was  treated  by  the  introduction  of 
interrupted  catgut  sutures  to  the  mucous  membrane  first;  then  a  con- 
tinuous suture  of  prepared  silk  was  used  to  approximate  the  muscular 
wall,  after  which  the  usual  silk-worm  gut  sutures  were  used  to  close 
up  the  abdominal  incision.  A  drainage-tube  was  introduced  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  and  a  catheter  worn  in  the  urethra  to  prevent  the 
bladder  from  filling.  The  latter  was  removed  in  about  five  days, 
and  no  vesical  symptoms  were  ever  complained  of  Through  the 
drainage-tube  a  considerable  amount  of  the  jelly-like  material  was 
obtained  for  several  days  after  the  operation,  showing  how  difficult 
it  was  to  get  all  of  this  material  away  by  irrigation  during  the  oper- 
ation. In  this  case  the  connective-tissue  corpuscles  seemed  to  have 
proliferated  and  formed  embryonae-like  cells,  which  were  completely 
transformed  by  colloid  degeneration  into  a  jelly-like  mass  entirely 
homogeneous  throughout. 

The  early  ovariotomists  considered  such  a  condition  due  to  malig- 
nant disease,  and  in  Case  CXVII.  of  Atlee's  work  on  ovarian 
tumors,  we  find  a  description  of  ''a  colloid  tumor  of  the  abdomen 
mistaken  for  ascites,  and  also  for  ovarian  dropsy,  tapped,  removing 
a  substance  resembling  calfs-feet  jelly,  and  death  five  days  after," 
which  resembled  the  case  under  consideration  in  many  particulars. 
Atlee  says  of  his  case  that  fluctuation  was  distinct,  but  gave  the  im- 
pression of  a  thick  heavy  fluid.  When  tapped,  no  fluid  escaped,  and, 
surprised  at  this,  a  female  catheter  was  introduced  through  the  canula, 
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and  by  moving  it  about  he  felt  it  break  ap  a  delicate  network  within, 
and  detach  some  of  the  jelly-like  substance.  The  patient  died  before 
an  operation  was  performed^  and  from  subsequent  experience  he 
looked  upon  this  case  as  one  of  malignant  colloid  tumor  of  the  abdo- 
men, without  any  relation  to  the  ovary.  Whilst  this  form  of  tumor 
may  originate  from  other  than  the  ovarian  site,  its  development  in 
the  manner  indicated  in  this  case  should  not  be  overlooked,  for  by  the 
agglutination  of  the  attenuated  peritoneal  surface  with  the  abdominal 
peritoneum,  its  apparent  seat  of  attachment  may  mislead  the  operator 
as  to  its  origin. 

Case  12  was  a  colored  woman  from  Virginia,  about  forty  years  of 
age,  who  suffered  from  a  fibroid  uterus  and  a  cyst  of  the  right  broad 
ligament.  At  the  operation  the  intestinal  adhesions  were  found  to 
be  general,  but  after  dissecting  them  away  from  the  fibroid  the  pedicle 
of  attachment  with  the  body  of  the  uterus  was  reached,  the  constrict- 
ing wire  of  the  ecraseur  made  to  circumscribe  it,  and  it  was  removed. 
The  way  to  the  cyst  of  the  broad  ligament  was  now  open,  but  as  it 
had  no  pedicle,  and  was  without  a  capsule  that  could  be  found,  and 
adherent  to  the  pelvic  walls  and  intestines,  it  was  tapped  and  drained 
with  the  hope  of  having  the  opposite  walls  become  adherent,  as  is 
often  the  case  with  such  tumors  when  they  are  tapped  without  an 
abdominal  section. 

With  the  6craseur  constricting  the  stump,  it  was  dressed  eztra- 
peritoneally  with  fresh  dry  Monsell's  solution,  and  then  iodoform 
and  iodoform  gauze  as  a  protective,  and  allowed  to  slough  away  by 
tightening  the  constricting  wire  of  the  ecraseur  daily.  The  stump 
sloughed  off  in  about  ten  days  after  the  operation,  leaving  a  large 
suppurating  surface.  A  few  days  after  this,  whilst  administering  an 
enema,  the  nurse  found  the  contents  of  the  bowel  passed  through 
the  wound,  and  a  fistula  was  formed.  Alongside  of  this  fistula 
was  another  opening,  which  led  into  the  broad  ligament  cyst,  which 
was  not  entirely  closed.  The  patient  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
hospital  until  she  was  ready  for  another  abdominal  section  to  close 
the  intestinal  fistula  (see  Case  19). 

Case  13  came  from  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  and  complained  of  a  great 
amount  of  ovarian  distress  and  debility  during  the  menstrual  flow, 
from  which  she  had  become  a  confirmed  invalid.  The  uterine  ap- 
pendages were  removed  by  abdominal  section,  and  she  recovered 
without  an  unfavorable  symptom.  From  her  physician  I  have  learned 
that  she  has  less  of  the  debility,  having  grown  stouter,  but  is  quite 
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nervous,  a  condition  which  is  likely  to  remain  until  the  symptoms  of 
the  premature  menopause  have  subsided. 

Case  14  was  under  my  care  at  the  Hahnemann  Hospital  two 
years  ago.  At  that  time  she  was  tapped,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
clear,  straw-colored  fluid  was  drawn  off  from  a  cyst  of  the  broad- 
ligament.  This  having  refilled  so  as  to  cause  her  much  discomfort 
I  proposed  to  remove  it  by  abdominal  section,  which  she  consented 
to.     A  speedy  recovery  was  effected  after  the  operation. 

Case  15  was  a  colored  woman  with  a  fibroid  uterus  and  sterile. 
She  suffered  from  pain  and  menorrhagia.  The  abdomen  was  opened, 
the  ovaries  removed  and  the  upper  parts  of  the  broad-ligaments  were 
ligated  to  cut  off  the  vascular  supply  as  much  as  possible.  When 
she  left  the  hospital  the  menstrual  flow  had  not  been  abolished  but 
was  less  profuse  than  before. 

Case  16  was  a  widow,  aged  67  years,  who  had  suffered  a  long 
time  from  a  fibroid  tumor  of  the  uterus.  I  was  summoned  by  her 
physician  at  Fox  Chase  to  visit  her,  and  found  her  subject  to  attacks 
of  great  pain  and  occasional  metrorrhagia.  She  desired  to  come  to 
my  private  hospital.  Upon  her  admission  I  soon  learned  that  the 
abdominal  walls  were  infiltrated  with  cancerous  tissue,  and  informed 
her  that  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  tumor  could  not  be  cu- 
rative. She  assured  me  she  would  never  leave  the  institution  until 
some  means  were  used  to  relieve  her.  I  cut  down  through  the 
hardened  cancerous  tissue  on  the  front  of  the  abdomen  and  reached 
the  tumor;  this  had  also  undergone  cancerous  degeneration,  and  was 
removed  with  the  entire  uterus  and  ovaries.  The  pedicle  was  clamped 
and  brought  out  through  the  abdominal  incision,  and  dressed  as  the 
pedicle  in  case  12.  She  suffered  no  pain  or  inconvenience  after 
the  operation,  but  having  no  desire  for  food  or  apparent  ability  to 
digest  it,  nutrient  enema  failed  to  sustain  life,  and  she  died  on  the 
fourth  day  after  the  operation. 

Case  17  was  a  case  of  gonorrhceal  Fallopian  salpingitis  and 
perioovaritis  in  a  young  unmarried  woman,  about  20  years  of  age. 
She  had  been  attended  as  an  out-patient  by  the  clinical  assistants  in 
the  dispensary,  and  when  she  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  had  a 
temperature  of  104°  F.,  with  la  grippe  symptoms.  When  these 
subsided  the  old  peritoneal  inflammation  caused  her  much  distress, 
and,  as  menstruation  was  very  painful,  an  abdominal  section  was 
resorted  to.  There  was  a  considerable  amount  of  plastic  lymph, 
which  agglutinated  the  pelvic  organs  together,  but  this  was  easily 
broken  up  except  upon  the  left  side,  where  there  was  a  mass  which 
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bonod  the  intestines  to  the  pelvic  walls^  and  in  which  the  ovary  was 
lost.  The  entire  ovary  and  the  tabes  were  removed.  Recovery  was 
promptly  effected,  bat  when  she  last  reported  she  was  suffering  from 
considerable  pain  at  times  in  the  left  side  of  the  pelvis.  Perhaps 
I  should  have  persisted  in  the  effort  to  remove  the  other  ovary,  al- 
though at  the  risk  of  stripping  the  peritoneum  off  the  intestine. 

Case  18  was  an  unmarried  lady,  63  years  of  age,  a  patient  of 
Dr.  W.  W.  H.  Neville.  By  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Crosby,  of  Atlantic 
City,  I  examined  the  case  several  years  ago,  and  found  her  suffering 
from  a  fibroid  tumor  of  the  uterus.  As  but  little  inconvenience  was 
complained  of  at  that  time,  and  because  her  former  physician,  Dr. 
W.  L.  Atlee,  had  advised  her  never  to  consent  to  an  operation,  but 
little  was  said  respecting  this  method  of  treatment.  But  whilst  in 
the  Catskill  Mountains  last  summer  her  suffering  became  much  more 
severe,  so  that  vesical  and  rectal  tenesmus  was  intense,  and  such  loss 
of  rest  at  night  ensued  as  to  seriously  impair  her  health.  At  the 
request  of  Dr.  Neville  I  saw  her,  and  whilst  she  was  relieved  tem- 
porarily by  medicines,  I  failed  to  see  any  prospect  in  the  future  for 
her  that  was  at  all  encouraging  without  hysterectomy.  She  gladly 
accepted  my  proposition  to  attempt  this  operation,  after  all  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  were  explained  to  her,  and  she  was  brought  to 
my  private  hospital.  The  fibroid  had  softened  and  developed  rap- 
idly during  the  past  few  months,  so  that  it  would  almost  fluctuate. 
It  grew  from  a  broad  base  upon  the  posterior  wall  of  the  uterus,  so 
that  the  uterus,  tumor,  and  left  Fallopian  tube  were  removed  to- 
gether. The  hand  was  next  passed  to  the  bottom  of  the  pelvis,  when 
another  tumor  was  detected  which  had  been  overridden  by  the 
fibroid.  This  was  tapped  and  found  to  be  a  dermoid  cyst  filled  with 
hair,  skin  and  bone,  with  a  quantity  of  fatty  matter. 

Upon  attempting  its  removal  it  was  found  to  be  adherent  to  the 
pelvic  wall,  but  as  the  adhesions  were  friable  it  was  torn  away,  when 
a  ragged  disint^rating  surface  was  exposed  to  view,  which  showed 
too  plainly  the  malignant  d^eneration  which  was  going  on.  Bleed- 
ing was  stopped  by  hot  water  after  all  shreddy  masses  were  removed. 
The  abdominal  cavity  was  well  washed  out,  a  drainage-tube  intro- 
duced to  the  site  of  the  attachment  of  the  dermoid  cyst,  the  uterine 
stump  dropped  back  into  the  pelvis,  and  the  abdominal  incision 
closed  by  silk-worm  sutures. 

The  patient  suffered  but  little  from  shock,  and  for  some  time  she 
progressed  very  satisfactorily,  except  that  very  offensive  discharges 
were  obtained  from   the  drainage-tube.     In  five  weeks  after  the 
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operation  she  was  moved  from  the  bed  to  the  lounge  and  back  again, 
but  one  night  I  was  summoned  by  the  nurse,  who  informed  me  that 
she  had  had  a  convulsive  attack  followed  by  trismus.  I  etherized 
the  patient,  opened  up  the  abdomen  sufficient  to  introduce  my  finger, 
and  washed  out  the  peritoneal  cavity  thoroughly  and  drained  it  by 
turning  her  on  to  the  side,  but  could  find  no  trace  of  pus.  Several 
medicines  were  prescribed,  and  enemata  containing  chloral  hydrate 
were  administered  per  rectum,  but  the  patient  succumbed  in  two 
days  without  any  abatement  of  the  lock-jaw.  At  the  autopsy  it  was 
learned  that  the  site  of  dermoid  attachment  had  been  hedged  about 
by  a  wall  of  lymph,  through  which  there  was  no  opening  save  that 
for  the  drainage-tube,  but  within  this  closed  sack  the  tissues  were 
all  disintegrated.  A  microscopic  examination,  made  by  Dr.  E.  W. 
Mercer,  proved  that  the  dermoid  cyst  had  undergone  cancerous  de- 
generation. 

Case  19  was  operated  by  abdominal  section,  in  order  to  close  an 
intestinal  fistula  resulting  from  a  slough  afler  a  previous  myomat- 
omy  (Case  12).  The  opening  was  closed  by  Lembert  sutures,  the 
small  cyst  that  was  left  in  the  broad  ligament  was  drained  and  the 
tube  left  in  the  cavity.  Alongside  of  this  the  intestinal  fistula  re- 
formed in  a  few  days,  but  gradually  closed  before  the  patient  re- 
turned to  her  home  in  Virginia. 

Case  20  was  a  patient  aged  67  years,  who  had  always  led  an 
active  life,  but  was  never  considered  robust.  She  suffered  from 
dysuria,  attacks  of  diarrhoea  and  rectal  tenesmus,  with  vomiting  and 
indigestion.  After  having  relieved  many  of  these  symptoms  with 
medicines  the  abdomen  began  to  swell,  so  that  she  was  unable  to 
either  sit  or  lie  with  comfort  from  the  fluid  accumulation  within. 
Her  appetite  became  impaired  and  emaciation  progressed  rapidly,  so 
that  relief  from  the  fluid  accumulation  in  the  abdomen  seemed  to  be 
urgently  demanded.  Anteriorly  the  abdomen  protruded  like  the 
segment  of  a  cone.  On  the  sides  there  was  resonance  upon  per- 
cussion and  dulness  in  the  anterior  part  when  in  the  dorsal  decubitus. 
Being  satisfied  of  the  necessity  for  an  evacuation  of  the  abnormal 
accumulation,  I  decided  to  make  an  exploratory  incision  and  be  pre- 
pared to  remove  all  that  could  conduce  to  the  relief  of  the  patient's 
sufferings.  She  was  informed  of  my  decision,  and  aft;er  some  con- 
sideration reached  the  conclusion  that  she  would  go  into  my  private 
hospital  for  treatment.  The  abdomen  was  opened  by  a  small  in- 
cision, and  a  quantity  of  clear  ascitic  fluid  liberated.  Through  the 
opening  the  finger  was  introduced  into  a  cavity  bounded  by  intes- 
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tines  fastened  to  the  abdominal  parietes  laterally  and  posteriorilj, 
and  by  a  deposit  of  cancerous  material  which  had  also  extended  to 
the  stomach  and  liver,  producing  a  well-defined  boundary  for  the 
ascitic  fluid  which  had  accumulated  within.  After  the  evacuation 
of  the  fluid  the  incision  was  closed  and  the  patient  put  to  bed.  It 
was  at  least  gratifying  to  those  who  knew  of  her  great  discomfort  in 
sitting  and  lying  before  the  operation  to  find  her  able  to  rest  in  the 
recumbent  position.  She  gradually  sank,  and  died  eight  days  after 
the  operation. 

In  connection  with  this  case  I  would  say  that  when  it  becomes 
necessary  to  evacuate  fluids  from  the  peritoneal  cavity,  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  an  exploratory  incision  made  with  proper  antiseptic  pre- 
cautions should  not  supersede  the  blind  introduction  of  a  trocar  and 
canula,  which  reveals  nothing  in  doubtful  cases  and  never  acts 
curatively. 


A  NEW  AND  SCIENTIFIC  MATERIA  MEDICA  BASED  ON  PURE 
PATHOGENESY. 

by  the  medical  investigation  club  op  baltimore,  md. 
Apis  Meixipica. — History. 

Animal  substances  used  in  homoeopathic  medicine  may  be  divided 
into  four  groups,  ix.,  vertebrata,  mollusca^  radiata  and  articulata ; 
and  it  is  in  this  last  group  that  the  drug  now  demanding  attention  is 
found.  Of  the  seven  subdivisions  of  the  group,  the  apis  mellifica  or 
honey-bee  belongs  to  the  order  of  hymenoptera,  and  is  closely  allied 
to  the  vespa  or  wasp,  and  the  formica  or  ant. 

Messrs.  Kir  by  and  Spence,  in  their  Introduction  to  Untomology, 
vol.  i.,  published  in  1816,  hint  at  the  medicinal  value  of  insect  poisons, 
which  has  been  so  fully  borne  out  by  later  investigations.  Speaking 
of  the  many  kinds  of  insects  made  use  of  in  past  ages,  and  of  the 
few  now  claiming  a  place  in  the  ^'regular"  materia  medica  of  the 
day,  they  say : 

"  From  having  ascribed  too  much  efficacy  to  insect  remedies,  we 
may  now  ascribe  too  little.  Many  insects  emit  very  powerful  odors, 
and  some  produce  extraordinary  effects  on  the  human  frame;  and  it 
is  an  idea  not  altogether  to  be  rejected  that  they  may  concentrate  into 
a  smaller  compass  the  properties  and  virtues  of  the  plants  upon  which 
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they  feed,  and  thus  afford  medicines  more  powerful  in  operation  than 
the  plants  themselves.  It  is  at  least  worth  while  to  institute  a  set  of 
experiments  with  this  view." 

Apis  as  a  remedy  is  of  especial  interest  to  the  homoeopath,  as  the 
knowledge  of  its  medicinal  value  has  been  solely  developed  in  the 
homoeopathic  school,  where  alone  it  is  given  place  as  a  medicine. 
Dr.  Hughes  says  the  remedy  was  suggested  from  Indian  experience, 
it  being  there  used  in  the  form  of  a  trituration  for  dropsies;  Dr. 
Marcy,  says :  "  The  powder  of  dried  honey-bees  has  long  been  known 
and  use<l  as  a  remedy  in  dropsies  by  the  aborigines  of  our  country ; 
and  Dr.  Hering  mentions  an  old  Tennessee  midwife  having  used 
bee-tea  to  cure  strangury. 

The  first  authentic  record,  however,  of  the  application  of  the  bee 
poison  for  therapeutic  purposes  was  in  1835  by  a  veterinary  surgeon 
named  Branus,  who  used  an  alcoholic  dilution  of  the  virus  to  antidote 
wasp  stings  upon  animals,  and  later  prescribed  it  for  boils  and  swell- 
ings. Soon  after,  we  find  it  the  active  principle  of  a  secret  medicine, 
used  locally  for  the  treatment  of  various  diseases.  "  This  treatment 
was  introduced  by  a  German  named  Baunscheidt,  in  1848,  and  con- 
sists of  the  introduction  of  a  certain  oil  into  the  system  through 
little  punctures  made  by  an  instrument  called  the  lebenswecker.  For 
a  time  it  was  not  known  exactly  what  were  the  constituents  of  the 
oil  of  Baunscheidt;  but  it  has  recently  been  found  to  consist  of  apis 
mellifica  virus  mixed  with  pure  olive  oil,"  and  the  cures  have  been 
those  in  which  apis  would  have  been  homoeopath ically  indicated. 

Dr.  Humphrey,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  of  "  homoeopathic  specific  "  fame, 
was  the  first  prover,  in  1848,  taking  repeated  doses  of  a  tincture 
made  by  irritating  bees  in  a  bottle  and  pouring  alcohol  on  them;  and 
in  185U  he  issued  a  pamphlet  giving  his  experience.  After  his  firsi 
proving,  Dr.  Humphrey  proposed  the  drug  for  trial  to  the  Central 
Homoeopathic  Society,  of  New  York.  Drs.  Bishop  and  Meeger 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prove  it  with  him,  and  the  first  ex- 
periments appeared  in  the  form  of  serials  under  the  title  of  "  American 
Drug  Provings." 

The  importance  of  the  drug  was  at  once  recognized,  and  we  find 
other  provers  soon  taking  up  the  work.  Dr.  C.  W.  Wolf,  in  Germany, 
and  Drs.  Marcy  and  Hering  in  this  country  being  the  most  prominent. 
The  former,  an  eminent  practitioner  of  Berlin,  was  among  the  first  to 
extensively  introduce  the  new  drug  into  his  practice ;  and  he  pub- 
lished a  small  treatise  upon  apis,  in  1858.  At  that  time  it  was  the 
epidemic  remedy  in  Berlin  for  "  fever  and  ague,"  and  Dr.  Wolf  was 
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enthusiastic  in  his  writings  and  endeavors  to  \yiden  the  range  of  the 
new  remedy.  Dr.  L.  Stern,  of  Poland,  also  introduoed  it  with  great 
suocesB  as  a  remedy  for  ^'  chills.'^ 

Closely  following  upon  these  experiments  came  papers  by  Wm. 
Radde  in  Dr.  MetcalPs  Homoeopathic  Provinga,  and  also  an  English 
ti-anslation  of  Dr.  Wolf's  monograph  on  apis. 

Florian  Sirsch,  a  homoeopathic  physican  at  Schonberg,  becoming 
interested  in  the  numerous  cures  being  made  by  apis  internally,  and 
having  in  mind  the  good  effects  of  Baunscheidtisin,  prepared  an 
apis  oil  for  external  application.  The  method  of  preparation  w&s 
the  same  as  recommended  for  the  tincture,  oil  being  used  instead  of 
alcohol.  This  he  applied  after  first  using  the  'Mebenswecker,"  and 
he  claims  to  have  effected  cures  of  cases  which  could  not  have  been 
made  by  the  internal  use  of  apis. 

Baunscheidtism  seems  to  have  had  a  number  of  followers,  for  we 
find  mention  of  several  physicians  reporting  success  from  its  use,  and 
apis  had  almost  assumed  the  place  of  a  polychrest  among  homoeo- 
pathic remedies;  but  Dr.  Goullon  holds  that  '^ repeated  unprejudiced 
experiment^),  such  as  have  been  made  up  to  the  present  time  (1876), 
induce  us  to  assign  to  apis  a  position  in  the  materia  medica  much 
more  limited  than  that  assigned  to  it  by  Dr.  Wolf  almost  twenty 
years  ago,"  and  our  researches  (1883)  support  Dr.Goullon's  opinion. 
The  apium  virus  is  said  to  owe  its  properties  to  certain  pungent 
salts  contained  therein.  These  may  readily  be  seen  if  a  drop  of  the 
poison  be  dried  upon  a  slide  and  examined  under  a  microscope, 
when  they  will  appear  as  whitish,  flaky  crystals,  very  similar  to  the 
lachesis  virus;  and  the  active  principle,  as  in  most  animal  poisons, 
is  soluble  in  alcohol.  The  statement  of  Dr.  Hale  (1876)  that  alco- 
hol destroys  the  virus  of  animal  poisons  has,  with  few  exceptions, 
been  amply  refuted  by  the  experience  of  many  physicians  of  both 
schools. 

In  many  a  preparation  of  apis  for  medicinal  use,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  only  the  females  and  neuters  or  workers  are  possessed 
of  the  poison.  There  are  two  preparations  used  in  homoeopathic 
practice,  the  one  being  a  trituration  of  the  entire,  or  abdominal  por- 
tion of  the  bee,  and  is  known  as  apis  mellifica.  The  other  is  a  tinc- 
ture made  from  the  poison  itself,  and  is  known  as  apium  virus. 
Various  modes  of  preparation  have  been  advocated  by  as  many  dif- 
ferent physicians,  a  few  of  the  more  rational  of  which  are  given. 
The  British  Phamuicopoeia  recommends  a  trituration  of  the  entire 
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dried  bee,  and  also  a  tincture  made  by  maceration  of  the  hinder  por- 
tion after  killing  the  insect  while  in  a  state  of  excitement. 

Our  present  Pharmacop<Bia  directs  ^'  living  bees  to  be  introduced 
into  a  bottle,  made  angry  by  shaking  them^  and  then  drowned  in 
five  times  their  weight  of  alcohol." 

Dr.  Hale  triturates  the  posterior  third  of  the  bee,  ten  bees  to  90 
grains  of  milk-sugar;  or  he  makes  a  tincture  by  pouring  boiling 
water  on  the  bees,  one-tenth  part  of  alcohol  being  added  as  a  pre- 
servative. 

Dr.  Alb  draws  out  the  sting  and  poison  bag  and  triturates  it  with 
sugar  of  milk. 

Dr.  Marcy  dries  the  bees  at  a  temperature  of  90°  and  triturates 
them  with  sugar  of  milk. 

Dr.  Hering  much  ridicules  this  latter  preparation  of  Dr.  Marcy ; 
and  directs  the  bee  to  be  caught  by  the  wings  with  a  pair  of  forceps, 
and  caused  to  deposit  its  poison  on  a  glass  or  piece  of  sugar,  to  be 
dissolved  in  alcohol,  or  triturated,  respectively. 

Dr.  Ludowski  causes  the  bee  to  sting  the  patient,  thus  admin- 
istering the  crude  drug  hypodermically. 

^'  For  the  sake  of  remarkability  and  completeness  we  have  yet  to 
mention  the  poison  of  the  queen  bee.  In  the  stately  gathering  of 
homceopathic  physicians  at  Dortmund,  Dr.  Lippe  remarked,  '  that 
the  poison  of  the  queen  bee  had  proved  the  most  efficient  remedy  in 
jealousy  of  women;  for  the  reason,  perhaps,  that  it  ia  the  most 
jealous  creature  in  the  world — one  which  will  not  tolerate  a  rival.' 
What  a  pity  Desdemoua  did  not  know  of  this  wonderful  remedy." 
—(Dr.  Goullon.) 

Bibliography.— TATTingion'i  Clinical  Mat.  Med.;  Hughes's  Pbannacodynamlcs;  Horn.  Ob- 
server, 18»>l,  vol.  1.;  Metcalfe  Provinga,  1863;  American  Journal  of  Horn.,  vol.  x.;*Trana. 
World's  Horn.  Convention,  1876  ;  Klrby  and  8pence.  Introduction  to  Entomology;  New  Cyclo- 
paedia of  Drug  Patbogenesy  ;  Encycl.  Britannica. 

Remarks  on  Provings. 

Since  the  explosion  of  the  old  idea  that  animal  poisons  are  inoco- 
ous  when  swallowed,  we  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that  apium  virus 
produces  its  characteristic  effects  upon  the  human  organism  whether 
introduced  through  the  stomach,  or  directly  into  the  circulation  by 
the  hypodermic  end  of  the  *'  busy  bee."  The  only  difference  is  that 
the  effects  of  the  latter  are  more  intense,  not  only  locally  but  gener- 
ally. 

The  pathogenesis  herein  given  is,  therefore,  due  indiscriminately 
to  both  modes  of  administration. 
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In  studying  the  effects  of  apium  virus  the  records  found  in  the 
Oydopcedia  of  Drug  Pathogenesy  have  all  been  used,  excepting  the 
following : 

No.  2.  A  married  woman  {Amer.  Arzneiprujungen).  Her  symp- 
toms are  too  questionable. 

No.  86.  Miss ,  8Bt.  40.     A  clinical  case.     Apis  was  given  for 

ovarian  tumors. 

No.  12.  Swammerdam.     A  record  of  a  few  local  effects. 

All  the  poison,  or  sting  cases,  have  been  utilized,  excepting  Nos. 
15  and  16,  which  are  respectively  the  results  of  a  " yellow-jacket'' 
sting,  and  the  results  of  a  wasp  sting. 

In  addition  to  the  records  in  the  Oydopasdia  of  Drug  Pathogenesy, 
we  have  made  use  of  six  other  cases,  the- first  five  of  which  are  from 
stings,  viz:  A  "  Bee- Poisoning,"  by  Dr.  Dake,  of  Pittsburgh,  re- 
ported in  the  North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
385  ;  a  case  by  Dr  Bell,  of  Maine,  published  in  the  Hahnemanniak 
Monthly,  vol.  vi.,  p.  360 ;  a  record  from  Dr.  Samuel  Deans,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  N.  E.  Med.  Gaaette,  vol.  ii.,  p.  234;  a  case 
related  by  Dr.  Marcy  and  published  by  Dr.  Lilienthal  in  the  North 
Ameiican  Journal  of  Hom^oeopaihy,  vol.  xvi.,  p.  501 ;  a  case  reported 
by  Caroline  E.  Hastings,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  in  the  N.  E.  Med. 
Gazette,  vol.,  xxii.,  p.  515  (November,  1887);  a  fragmentary  prov- 
ing by  an  allopathic  physician,  reported  in  the  Homosopathic  Recorder, 
vol.  iii.,  p.  259  (November  15,  1888). 

Besides  the  effects  of  the  bee  stings,  the  provings  recorded  in  the 
Oyclopasdia  of  Drug  Paihogeneey  were  obtained  from  the  pure  virus, 
a  tincture  of  the  whole  bee ;  a  tincture,  the  manner  of  preparation  of 
which  is  not  stated,  the  1st,  2d,  3d  and  6th  dilutions. 

The  pathogenesis  of  apis  is  synthetized  from  thirty-three  provings, 
of  which  twenty- two  are  the  results  of  stings  and  eleven  the  effects  of 
administration  by  the  mouth. 

Although  it  is  supposable  that  few  persons  are  not  more  or  less 
susceptible  to  the  virus  of  the  honey-bee,  whether  it  be  ingested  or 
subcutaneously  injected,  it  nevertheless  seems  to  be  a  fact  that  there 
are  some  individuals  who  are  not  affected  by  the  poison,  if  we  can 
rely  upon  the  testimony  of  Dr.  James  Lembke,  of  Kiga.  He  tried 
on  himself  the  1st  and  the  tincture,  from  November  11  to  December 
14,  1858,  without  result.  Ten  other  persons  had  the  tincture  given 
them  "  to  the  amount  of  1  scruple  to  2  drachms  in  the  course  of  from 
two  to  five  days.  In  these  cases  the  result  was  null."  The  tincture 
is  said  to  have  been  a  good  one,  from  a  first-class  pharmacy. 
VOL.  XXV. — 24 
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Whether  there  are  few  or  many  who  are  subject  to  the  influence 
of  apis  is  a  question  of  interest  and  importance  to  the  future  phar 
macometer  of  the  drug,  but  as  the  experimenters  whose  work  we 
have  analyzed  certainly  were  susceptible,  Dr.  Lembke's  observations 
have  no  bearing  upon  the  vitality  of  our  present  effort. 

Among  the  poisoning  cases  studied,  none  were  fatal,  and  hence 
we  have  no  post-mortem  appearances  to  assist  us  in  defining  the 
general  sphere  of  the  drug's  action.  Much  has  been  written  about 
the  general  sphere  of  action  of  apis,  but  it  is  largely  assumption. 
Though  possibly  sustained  by  supposed  experience  at  the  bed-side, 
a  synthesis  of  effects,  such  only  as  our  strict  method  allows,  shows 
the  common  conception  of  the  general  sphere  of  the  drug  to  have  a 
very  circumscribed  pathogenetic  foundation.  For  example,  we  have 
not  found  among  all  the  provers  one  symptom  indicative  of  disturb- 
ance in  woman's  sexual  system.  The  apis  of  our  symptomatology 
has  no  ovarian  path(^eny. 

Apium  virus  is  not  a  long-acting,  nor  is  it  especially  a  deep-acting, 
poison,  though  its  effects  may  be  violent  while  they  last,  and,  as  may 
be  supposed,  it  is  of  less  importance  in  chronic  than  in  acute  diseases. 

General  Sphere  op  Action. 

Apium  virus  acts  pre-eminently  upon  the  vegetative  nervous  sys- 
tem. There  is  a  diminution  of  vital  force,  indicated  by  weakness, 
which  may  amount  to  prostration. 

The  circulation  becomes  weak,  and  sufficient  sanguineous  stasis 
ensues  to  produce  oedema,  which  may  be  either  general  or  circum- 
scribed. The  cardiac  weakness  may  also  be  accompanied  by  dys- 
pnoea. 

The  skin  and  mucous  membranes  are  afiected.  The  former  is 
covered  with  a  rash  which  itches  violently,  and  sometimes  oedema 
accompanies.  There  is  irritation  of  the  mucous  membranes  with  an 
underlying  oedema  also.  In  consequence,  from  the  alimentary  canal 
there  is  emesis,  or  there  are  copious  dejections ;  or,  if  the  swelling 
extends  down  the  respiratory  tract,  there  will  be  dyspnoea. 

The  urinary  apparatus  also  suffers  from  the  virus,  but  not  so 
severely  as  many  symptomatologists  would  lead  us  to  suppose. 

From  the  mental  condition  and  the  headache  of  some  of  the 
provers,  we  judge  that  apis  produces  an  irritation  of  the  cerebro- 
spinal centres.     A  fair  inference  is  that  the  brain  is  too  full  of  blood. 
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Symptomatolooy. 
(Proven^  33 :  Men,  23 ;  women^  7  ;  children^  3.) 

OeneraUties. 

A  strange  feeling  throughout  the  whole  body.*  * 

Restlessness  f  lassitude ;'  weakness  ;*  weakness  and  trembling.' 

Prostration:*  extreme.' 

Greneral  sore^  bruised  feeling.' 

Swelling  of  the  whole  body  ;*  face,  neck  and  limbs  swollen.' 

Twitching  of  muscles.' 

Sensation  of  heat  of  whole  body.* 

Mind. 

Mental  agitation  ;•  Anxiety  :*  great  ;•  irritable  humor.* 
Mental  confusion  :*  semi-consciousness.' 
Depression.* 

Head. 

Confusion  of  head  ;*  vertigo.*  (Probably  from  congestion  in  three.) 

Headache :"  dull/  of  whom  three  had  dull^  heavy  ache ;  sharp  ;* 
pressive;*  in  forehead;*  sinciput;*  side  of  head/  of  whom  three 
were  on  left  side;  temple/  four  of  whom  in  both  temples;  occiput.* 

Sensation  of  pressure  in  head  /  of  fulness.* 

Head  feels  big.* 

Eyee. 

Pricking  itching  of  eyelids;'  agglutination  of  eyelids.* 

Eyelids  swollen  :*  completely  closed.' 

Irritation  of  edges  of  lids.* 

Pricking  itching  of  left  inner  canthus.' 

Eyes  watery.* 

Pain  in  eyeballs;*  swollen  feeling  about  left  eye;'  pain  over  .eye.* 

Dimness  of  vision.* 

Nose. 

Nose  swollen  ;<  stoppage  of  nose.' 

Watery  discharge  from  the  nose  ;*  sneezing  ;*  with  watery  eyes.' 


*  This  was  expressed  by  the  five  proyers  differentlj,  as  follows :  "  Sickly  feel- 
ing f  "  felt  very  unwell ;"  ''  indescribable  sensation  through  whole  body ;"  "  felt 
lo  queer  that  she  thought  she  would  die  f*  "  complained  of  a  yery  strange  feeling 
which  she  could  not  define.'' 
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Face. 

The  whole  face  is  swollen  f  sensation  of  pricking  in  the  faoe.^ 
The  face  is  hot/  red/  purple/  pale.'     (In  two  of  these  provers  it 
was  first  red  and  afterwards  became  parple.) 
Burning  on  chin  and  cheek-bones.' 

MotUh ;  Teeth  ;  Tongue,  etc. 

Dryness  of  the  mouth.* 
Secretion  of  thick^  viscid  saliva.' 
The  upper  lip  is  swollen.' 
Pain  in  tooth.' 
Tongue  feels  as  if  burnt.' 

Throat. 

Secretion  of  thick  mucus  in  the  pharynx.' 

Throat  irritated  :*  a  raw  feeling.' 

Sensation  of  coustriction  in  the  throat  /  dysphagia.* 

Stomach. 

Diminished  appetite.' 

Great  thirst.' 

Eructations  :^  violent  eructations.' 

Nausea  :^  nausea  and  vomiting  ;^  nausea  in  the  throat.' 

Vomiting:*  violent  vomiting/  vomiting  of  bitter  fluid/  vomit- 
ing and  diarrhoea.* 

Sense  of  discomfort  in  the  stomach  :*  expressed  variously,  as  sore- 
ness, a  pricking  pain,  heat,  pressure,  oppression. 

Abdomen. 
Pain  in  the  abdomen.* 

Rumbling  in  the  abdomen  with  sensation  as  of  approaching  diar- 
rhoea /  abdomen  swollen.' 

Stool. 

Diarrhoea :"  stools  yellow/  watery,*  yellow  and  watery,'  copious,* 
of  pappy  consistence/  lumpy/  with  tenesmus.' 

Emission  of  flatus.' 

Urinary  Organs. 

Burning  in  the  urethra  :*  during  micturition.* 

Frequent  micturition  :^  frequent  micturition  at  night  /  urging  to 
urinate.' 

Urinary  secretion  scanty.' 
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Sexual  Organs, 

Male :  Uneasy  sensation  in  spermatic  cord.' 
Sexual  excitement.^ 

BespiraJUrry  Organs. 

Hoarseness;'  larynx  sensitive;*  violent  cough.' 
Irritation  in  the  trachea.' 

An  itching,  tingling  sensation  crept  down  the  bronchial  tubes^  ap- 
parently as  far  as  they  extend;'  sensation  of  swelling  of  the  air  pas- 


Dyspnea  :"  two  provers  specified  rapid  breathing,  and  two  speci- 
fied asthmatic  breathing. 

Oied. 

Oppression  of  the  chest ;'  bruised  sensation  in  the  chest.' 
Pains  in  the  chest;*  in  left  side  of  chest;'  stinging  pains  through 
chest.*  / 

Heart  and  Pxihe. 

Pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart/  jiccompanied  by  dyspnoea.' 
Palpitation  of  the  heart.' 

Pulse  accelerated;*  weak;*  rapid  and  feeble;*  scarcely  discernible 
at  the  wrist.' 

Nedc  and  Back. 

Tension  in  the  nape  of  the  neck.' 

Acute  pain  in  the  nape  of  the  neck ;'  tensive  in  character  and  ex- 
tending from  the  nape  to  behind  the  left  ear,  and  spreading  over  the 
left  side  of  the  head.' 

Painful  stitch  in  the  right  side  of  the  nape  of  the  neck.' 

Stitches  through  the  chest  and  back  at  night.' 

Limbs. 

Cold  limbs ;'  cold  extremities ;'  twitching  of  muscles  of  extremi- 
ties.' 

Tensive  pain  in  the  left  shoulder.* 

Sensation  of  burning  in  palms  of  hands;*  sensation  of  pricking  in 
palms  of  hands;'  sensation  of  prickling  in  palms  and  on  backs  of 
hands.' 

Numbness  of  fingers ;'  sensation  of  burning  in  finger-tips.' 

Sensation  of  soreness,  in  the  legs.' 

Feet  swollen ;'  feet  found  swollen  at  night  on  removing  boots  and 
stockings.* 
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SenflatioD  of  barning  in  the  feet.' 
Cold  feet.» 

Skin. 

Irritation  of  skin  of  body;^  itching;'  (itching  in  circumscribed 
spots) ;'  stinging  ;*  prickling  ;*  pricking ;'  a  rash  over  the  skin  ;^ 
(itching  of  the  rash  ;^  red  rash ;'  white  rash;'  eruption  like  '^nettle- 
rash  ;"*  red  and  white  spots).' 

Sensation  of  heat  over  surface  of  body.^ 

Sleep. 

Sleepiness;^  great  desire  to  sleep.' 

Restless  sleep  at  night;'  dreamful  sleep;'  full  of  care  and  trouble.* 

ChiU,  Fever,  SwecU. 

Rigor;*  chilliness."* 

Fever;'  sensation  of  heat;*  flushes  of  heat.' 

General  sweat' 

Aggravation. 

Motion  aggravates  the  headache.* 

Amelioration. 

Headache  relieved  by  compressing  head  with  hands;'  (this  ache 
was  a  "throbbing^'  ache  in  two  provers). 
^  Twitching  of  muscles  relieved  by  bathing  feet  in  warm  water.' 

Therapeutic  Applications. 

Some  of  the  pathological  conditions  for  which  apium  virus  is  sug- 
gested by  the  foregoing  symptomatology  are  as  follows: 

Angina  JRzucium.-«-The  pharynx  feels  irritated,  a  thick  mucus  is 
secreted,  and  accompanying  is  a  sense  of  constriction,  with  dysphagia. 
There  is  prostration,  chilliness,  and  sometimes  aching  of  the  muscles 
of  the  trunk  and  limbs.  Nausea  is  also  sometimes  present.  From 
these  symptoms,  apis  is  suggested  in  diphlheritia. 

In  coryza  the  drug  may  also  be  studied. 

Diarrhosa. — The  stools  are  copious  in  this  affection,  yellow  and 
watery ;  sometimes  pappy,  sometimes  lumpy.  Tenesmus  and  flatus 
are  also  coqcomitants. 

Dysuria. — In  dysuria  the  urinary  secretion  is  scanty;  there  is 
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ui^ng  to  urinate,  with  frequent  micturition^  during  which  there  is 
burning  iq  the  urethra. 

Cidaneous  Erysipekui, — In  cutaneous  erysipelas  the  drug  is  better 
indicated  than  when  the  underlying  tissues  become  affected.  Accom- 
panying is  a  sensation  of  burning,  stinging,  pricking  or  itching  of 
the  skin,  and  there  is  also  a  sore,  bruised  feeling,  with  oedematous 
swelling.  If  the  face  is  the  focus  of  the  disease,  it  will  probably  be 
oedematous,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  closing  the  eyes,  and  the  skin 
will  be  almost  any  degree  of  red,  from  pink  to  purple.  Mentally, 
the  patient  may  be  irritable,  anxious,  or  he  may  lapse  into  stupor 
from  extension  of  the  disease  to  the  cerebral  meninges. 

Urtiearia, — In  this  irritating  affection  the  wheals  may  be  red  or 
they  may  be  white.  They  vary  in  size  from  a  mustard  seed  to  ele- 
vations that  cover  several  square  inches.  Intense  itching  is  rarely 
if  ever  absent. 

The  more  nearly  the  wheals  resemble  bee  stings  in  appearance,  the 
more  certain  is  apis  to  give  relief. 

Inferentially,  apis  is  suggested  in  oedema  ghttidU, pulmonary  oedema, 
rheumatism  and  intermitterU  fever. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  PARASITIC  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 

BY  BDWABD  M.   GBAMH,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 
(Read  before  the  Philadelphia  County  Homceopathic  Medical  Society.) 

Mr.  President: — ^There  are  very  few  physicians  who  have 
graduated  from  a  homoeopathic  college,  if  they  have  done  so  because 
they  firmly  believe  that  eimilia  dmUibua  ourcfsntur  is  a  law  of  nature, 
who  do  not  enter  upon  practice  with  the  opinion  that  it  is  only 
necessary  to  administer  the  indicated  homoeopathic  remedy  in  any 
and  all  diseases  to  bring  about  a  cure  in  the  most  rapid,  pleasant,  and 
permanent  manner.  Your  speaker  was  one  of  those  at  the  time  of 
his  graduation  (and  he  still  believes  that  the  only  guide  to  the  inter- 
nal administration  of  remedies  is  to  be  found  in  the  law  formulated 
by  Hahnemann,  and  the  corollaries  of  that  law,  ue.,  the  single 
remedy  and  the  smallest  dose  necessary  to  bring  about  a  cure).  Fol- 
lowing out  those  convictions  he  determined  to  treat  skin  diseases  in 
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the  CoII^e  Dispensary  in  what  is  asually  denominated  the  strict 
Hahnemannian  method. 

Parasitic  diseases  soon  proved  to  be  presenting  themselves  in  in- 
creasing ratio  to  the  number  of  diseases  treated,  and  were  observed 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest  on  accouDt  of  the  positive  statements  to 
be  found  in  our  literature  in  reference  to  the  remedies  which  would 
cure  them  if  administered  alone  and  without  the  employment  of  any 
accessory  means  (local  applications).  Ringworm,  chromophytosis, 
and  itch  were  treated  according  to  the  indications  which  the  patients 
suffering  from  them  presented.  Unfortunately,  it  has  not  been  my 
good  fortune  to  have  had  any  cases  of  favus  under  my  sole  care ; 
those  for  which  I  have  been  called  upon  to  prescribe  having  been 
seen  in  consultation  in  the  practice  of  other  physicians. 

The  three  diseases  just  mentioned  were  soon  found  to  be  rebellious 
to  the  treatment  employed,  all  of  them  continuing  to  spread  and 
manifest  remarkable  vigor.  In  consequence  the  subjects  of  the  dis- 
eases would  return  time  and  again  with  the  report  that  no  visible 
improvement  in  the  skin  lesions  had  manifested  itself,  although  I 
can  recall  numerous  cases  in  which  the  general  health  became  very 
much  better  under  the  remedies  prescribed.  This  fact  proves  that  it 
would  be  a  very  lame  claim  for  any  one  to  make  that  the  similimum 
to  the  case  had  not  been  administered.  If  such  had  been  the  case, 
why  could  constitutional  symptoms  disappear  and  demonstrable  dis- 
ease signs  melt  away  while  the  patient  was  following  the  mode  of 
living,  etc.,  during  the  treatment  that  he  had  followed  before  coming 
under  observation  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  conclusion  that  the 
&cts  observed  must  lead  to  is,  that  it  is  necessary  to  employ  other 
means  in  addition  to  the  internal  ones.  An  answer  that  will  be 
made  to  this  statement  is,  that  it  is  necessary  to  so  alter  the  soil  in 
which  the  parasites,  which  are  the  cause  of  these  diseases,  vegetate, 
that  they  can  no  longer  find  sustenance  there,  and  thus  compel  them 
to  die  of  starvation,  or  seek  quarters  in  which  the  pabulum  on  which 
they  feed  is  constantly  being  produced.  I  heartily  agree  with  that 
idea ;  but  I  am  also  firmly  convinced  that  it  is  first  necessary  to  re- 
move the  colony  of  parasites  which  are  the  cause  of  the  secondary 
changes  in  the  skin  that  are  the  evidence  of  their  presence,  or,  at 
least,  to  do  so  simultaneously  with  the  improvement  of  the  soil. 
Killing  off  the  parasites,  or  making  the  region  of  skin  that  they  have 
invaded  temporarily  untenantable  by  them,  is  the  province  of  the 
various  drugs  to  be  applied  locally,  which  are  denominated  parasiti- 
cides.   The  function  of  remedies  administered  internally  is  to  re- 
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move  any  disease  manifestations  of  which  the  patient  complains. 
The  removal  of  the  morbid  symptoms  will  inevitably  be  followed, 
not  only  by  a  restoration  of  systemic  health,  but  will  also  result  in 
restoring  the  skin  to  such  a  condition  that  a  new  invasion  by  para- 
sites will  not  be  possible,  for  the  pabulum  necessary  for  their  exist- 
ence and  propagation  will  not  be  developed  in  it.  Theoretically,  it 
certainly  seems  the  best  plan  to  accomplish  the  restoration  of  the 
normal  condition  of  the  skin  by  internal  means  alone;  but  where  is 
the  patient  who  is  willing  to  await  the  result  of  such  a  method  of 
treatment?  Practically  no  danger  to  the  general  health,  whether 
immediate  or  ultimate,  isincnrred  by  an  intelligent  and  careful  use 
of  drugs  applied  externally.  No  one  would  for  a  moment  question 
the  fact  that  grave  harm  can  be  done  by  using  external  applications 
too  strong,  or  for  too  long  a  time.  The  same  or  greater  injury  would 
follow  such  a  use  of  them  internally. 

Having  thus  made  my  position  clear  in  reference  to  the  treatment 
of  this  class  of  diseases,  I  will  proceed  to  outline  the  course  which 
has  proved  itself  of  service  to  me,  and  following  the  application  of 
which  I  have  yet  to  see  the  first  instance  in  which  the  use  of  drugs 
externally  has  produced  systemic  disturbances.  I  have  carefully 
sought  for  evidence  which  might  prove  me  mistaken  in  my  opinion 
that  parasiticides  are  necessary  and  harmless  if  properly  used. 

So  far  as  the  treatment  of  vegetable  parasitic  diseases  is  concerned, 
there  are  certain  principles  which  can  be  considered  in  a  class.  The 
first  problem  of  a  rational  treatment  is  found  in  the  removal  of  all 
debris,  whether  this  is  the  primary  production  of  the  fungus  (such 
as  the  favus  cups),  or  is  the  secondary  effect  of  its  presence  upon  or 
within  the  skin  (such  as  the  crusts  following  the  breaking  down  of 
the  pustules  of  ringworm  of  the  beard).  This  is  to  be  accomplished 
without  the  use  of  water  or  by  using  as  little  as  possible.  The 
reason  for  recommending  such  a  procedure  is  found  in  the  results  of 
recent  investigations  by  H.  Leslie  Roberts  into  the  propagation  of 
the  trichophyton,  which  have  established  the  fact  that  fiuid  culture 
media  favor  its  development,  even  to  the  production  of  fructification 
organs,  while  more  solid  media  are  unfavorable  to  its  development  to 
such  a  point.  On  that  account  the  skin  is  not  the  best  soil  in  which 
it  can  vegetate,  and  we  should  not  apply  to  the  skin  anything  which 
will  make  it  a  better  feeding  ground  for  the  parasite.  Crusts  pro*- 
duced  in  these  diseases  can  best  be  removed  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  Shoemaker.  He  first  soaks  them  thoroughly  with  olive 
oil,  sweet  almond  oil,  or  oil  of  ergot.     When  they  have  become 
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thoroughly  impregnated  with  the  oil  they  are  removed  by  washing 
them  with  a  50  per  oent.  solution  of  boro-glyoeride  in  glycerine,  or 
with  pure  glycerine.  I  have  most  frequently  employed  the  latter, 
and  have  found  it  very  efficacious.  After  the  surface  has  been 
cleansed  by  the  oil  and  glycerine  some  parasiticide  must  be  applied. 

Passing  now  to  a  separate  consideration  of  the  vegetable  parasitic 
diseases,  ringworm  claims  our  attention  first  on  account  of  the  fre- 
quency with  which  it  is  presented  to  us  for  treatment.  In  this  dis- 
ease I  have  used  as  external  applications  bichloride  of  mercury,  two 
grains  to  the  ounce  of  alcohol  or  cologne  spirits ;  oleate  of  copper,  30 
grains  to  the  ounce  of  lard,  or  equal  parts  of  lanolineand  lard ;  sali- 
cylic acid,  1  drachm  to  the  ounce  of  alcohol ;  boro-glyceride,  a  50 
per  cent,  solution  in  glycerine ;  and  pure  glycerine. 

The  boro-glyceride  and  glycerine  have  such  an  affinity  for  water 
that  they  almost  immediately  enter  into  combination  with  it  in  the 
tissues  of  the  skin,  and  thus  deprive  the  fungus  of  the  water  which 
it  requires  for  its  existence,  in  consequence  of  which  it  dies.  If  any 
physician  has  any  scruples  in  reference  to  applying  any  active  medici- 
nal agents  to  the  skin,  these  two  substances  offer  him  a  way  out  of 
the  dilemma.  Another  method  of  treatment,  which  is  not  directly 
medicinal,  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  ringworm  fungus  requires 
air  for  its  existence.  Sealing  the  patch  of  disease  by  any  impervious 
dressing  meets  these  indications.  I  am  experimenting  at  the  present 
time  with  applications  of  flexible  collodion  and  tincture  of  benzoin, 
concerning  which  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  offer  any  definite  facts; 
but  I  will  say  that  I  have  already  seen  some  encouraging  results. 

Recently  Dr.  Wessinger  has  reported  a  series  of  cases  of  ringworm 
which  he  cured  in  from  four  to  ten  sittings  by  the  application  of  the 
galvanic  current. 

I  have  not  of  late  practiced  depilation  for  the  purpose  of  hastening 
the  cure.  Almost  all  authors  recommend  that  it  should  be  done; 
but  an  attempt  to  remove  the  hairs  affected  by  the  trichophyton  will 
convince  any  one  of  the  futility  of  his  endeavor  to  completely  re- 
move the  brittle  hairs.  Shoemaker,  of  this  city,  and  Yidal  are 
authorities  who  advise  against  depilation. 

Many  of  the  cases  which  come  under  treatment  can  be  cured  rap- 
idly, but  there  are  othera  which  run  a  protracted  course  in  spite  of 
the  most  careful  attention  to  the  details  of  treatment.  This  fact  has 
led  Besnier  to  claim  that  parasiticides  are  useless,  and  that  an  expec- 
tant treatment  should^  be  applied.  His  idea  is  that  the  affected 
region  should  be  sterilized  and  kept  so. 
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Chroraophytosis  sbonld  offer  no  difficulties  in  its  removal .  A  cor- 
rect diagnosis  is  essential  in  treating  this  affectioi^,  as  a  careless  ex- 
amination is  usually  the  cause  of  a  protracted  course  of  internal 
treatment  for  "  liver  spots/'  when  the  liver  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  production  of  the  skin  lesions.  Chloasmata  are  invariably  of 
pigmentary  origin,  and  are  located  within  the  epidermis  instead  of 
upon  it  I  have  had  patients  to  recover  from  this  slowly-developing 
affection  in  what  seemed  to  them  a  ridiculously  short  space  of  time 
after  the  years  that  they  had  spent  in  endeavoring  to  have  it  removed 
by  remedies  directed  against  supposed  maladies  of  internal  organs. 

The  plan  to  be  pursued  is  as  follows :  The  patient  is  directed  to 
first  wash  the  affected  region  with  a  strong  soap  (dispensary  patients 
are  told  to  use  some  common  scrubbing  soap ;  people  of  the  better 
class  should  be  given  a  prescription  for  the  spirit  of  green  soap  of 
Hebra,  which  consists  of  two  parts  of  green  soap  and  one  of  alcohol, 
the  fluid  being  filtered  before  it  is  dispensed).  The  superficial  layers 
of  the  epidermic  cells  having  been  removed  by  this  procedure,  I  am 
in  the  habit  of  having  the  hyposulphite  of  sodium,  one  drachm  to 
the  ounce  of  water,  applied  with  a  piece  of  flannel.  This  drug  is 
generally  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  removal  of  the  cells  which  the 
parasite  has  invaded.  Should  any  further  treatment  be  required, 
salicylic  acid  in  alcohol  will  remove  the  disease.  Relapses  are  fre- 
quent on  account  of  discontinuing  the  local  applications  too  soon. 
They  do  not  occur  if  care  is  taken  to  examine  the  epidermis  of  the 
affected  area  from  time  to  time  under  the  microscope. 

Favus  will  give  the  most  trouble  in  its  cure.  The  stronger  para- 
siticides should  be  used  in  combating  it.  Of  these,  bichloride  of 
mercury,  two  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water  or  cologne  spirit,  stands 
first;  boro-glyceride  and  glycerine  should,  however,  not  be  forgotten, 
as  the  fungus  which  produces  the  disease  needs  water  to  keep  it  liv- 
ing, just  as  the  ring-worm  fungus  does.  The  achorion  Schoenleinii 
can  grow  without  air,  hence  it  will  not  be  killed  if  it  is  covered  with 
an  impervious  dressing.  One  point  in  the  treatment  that  must  not 
be  forgotten  is,  that  in  the  beginning  of  their  existence  the  favus  cups 
or  scutula  are  covered  with  a  layer  of  epidermis  that  must  be  rup- 
tured before  the  parasiticide  can  penetrate  them. 

There  are  but  two  animal  parasitic  diseases  of  the  skin  that  need 
engage  our  attention  to-night,  as  the  others  are  rare,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances limited  to  a  particular  section  of  country.  I  will  state,  in  pass- 
ing, that  during  the  past  summer  a  large  number  of  children  were 
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brought  to  the  dispensary  who  were  covered  with  flea-bites.  There 
seems  to  have  been  an  epidemic  of  fleas  this  year  in  this  and  other 
cities. 

The  two  diseases  that  I  will  speak  of  are  the  louse  disease  and 
itch.  The  former  of  these,  pediculosis,  is  very  amenable  to  treat- 
ment if  the  patients  can  be  brought  to  follow  the  directions  vigor- 
ously and  systematically.  For  killing  the  lice,  I  generally  order  that 
the  heads  of  the  children 'affected  be  washed  in  tobacco  infusion 
made  out  of  tobacco  stems,  which  can  generally  be  obtained  for  the 
asking.  This  infusion,  and  all  liquid  preparations,  are  only  to  be 
used  when  there  are  no  evidences  of  pustulation,  which  develops  after 
lice  have  been  present  some  time.  A  tincture  of  staphysagria  or  coc- 
cuius  is  also  efficacious  under  similar  circumstances.  Chloroform  and 
ether  can  also  be  used  to  remove  the  lice ;  but  when  ether  is  used 
the  lice  must  be  washed  ofi^  with  it  into  a  basin  of  water  and  subse- 
quently killed,  as  it  merely  stupefies  them  for  a  time.  Where  pustu- 
lation has  already  been  produced  it  is  necessary  that  staphysagria  in 
a  powdered  condition  be  dusted  upon  the  scalp. 

When  a  careful  examination  of  the  parts  shows  that  no  more  lice 
are  present,  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  some  remedj'  to  remove  the 
nits,  which  seem  rather  to  enjoy  than  to  dislike  the  measures  that  are 
baneful  to  the  fully  developed  louse.  For  the  purpose  of  removing 
them,  for  they  are  glued  to  the  hairs  by  a  remarkably  strong  cement- 
substance,  the  hair  should  be  washed  with  vin^ar,  alcohol,  or  borax 
dissolved  in  water.  These  measures  should  be  repeated  over  and 
over  again  until  no  more  nits  can  be  found. 

Scabies  or  itch  is  not  at  all  a  formidable  disease  to  deal  with  when 
carefully  treated.  I  have  never  seen  any  person  who  had  suffered 
from  this  disease,  and  in  whom  a  cure  of  the  itch  had  been  effected 
by  killing  the  itch-mites  and  their  eggs  by  local  applications,  whose 
general  health  deteriorated  in  any  way  in  consequence  thereof.  The 
treatment  to  which  I  subject  a  patient  who  comes  under  my  care  is 
as  follows :  He  is  told  to  take  a  bath  at  night  on  going  to  bed,  using 
a  strong  soap,  and  to  follow  it  with  quite  hard  rubbing  with  a  coarse 
towel.  Having  by  such  a  procedure  removed  as  much  of  the  epi- 
dermis BB  possible,  and,  in  some  instances,  opened  a  few  of  the  bur- 
rows made  by  the  itch-mite  as  receptacles  for  its  eggs,  this  ointment 
is  rubbed  into  all  portions  of  the  skin  except  that  of  the  face  and 
scalp,  and  particularly  into  the  sites  of  predilection,  t.e.,  the  webs  of 
the  fingers,  the  axillce,  the  groins,  and  between  the  toes : 
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B>  B.  oaphtholi, 1  drachm, 

AdipiS)        •  •       •        • 2  ounces, 

Saponis  yiridis, 1  ounce, 

Crete  pmcip^ i  drachm. 

M.  et  ft  migt. 

The  ointment  is  lefl  in  situ  until  the  next  night,  when  another  bath 
is  taken  and  another  application  of  the  ointment  made.  The  third  night 
the  same  procedure  is  necessary,  and  on  the  fourth  night  a  final  bath  is 
taken.  When  the  patient  reports  for  examination  on  the  fifth  day  it 
bat  rarely  occurs  that  any  new  canaliculi  can  be  found,  and  the  old 
ones  have  a  shrivelled  look.  If  the  patients  are  too  poor  to  buy  the 
naphthol  ointment^  I  let  them  get  sulphur  ointment  and  use  that  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  former.  I  do  not,  however,  obtain  as  good 
results  from  it  as  from  the  naphthol  ointment. 

Naturally,  it  is  impossible  to  remove  all  traces  of  irritation  of  the 
skin  in  five  days.  A  dermatitis  or  eczema  remains,  that  must  be 
treated  according  to  the  indications  presented  by  the  patient ;  and  it 
generally  yields  very  readily  to  the  exhibition  of  internal  remedies. 

Internal  Treatment. 

It  is  as  impossible  to  mention  certain  remedies  as  having  the 
ability  to  hivariably  cure  parasitic  diseases  as  it  is  impossible  to  state 
that  certain  others  have  such  a  specific  action  in  pneumonia;  for  in- 
stance, it  IS  necessary  in  all  forms  of  disease,  whether  of  the  skin 
or  of  internal  organs,  to  search  for  the  remedy  that  covers  the  totality 
of  the  symptoms  of  which  the  patient  complains. 

Calcar.,  sepia,  and  tellur.  are  much  vaunted  for  their  ability  to 
cure  ringworm.  I  have  administered  all  three  of  them  very  many 
times,  and  have  found  them  curative  where  systemic  symptoms  indi- 
cated a  necessity  for  them,  and  under  no  other  circumstances,  just 
what  every  homoeopathic  physician  h&s  found  to  be  true  of  all  of 
the  remedies  of  the  materia  medica.  So  many  remedies  have  been 
administered  to  different  patients  with  success,  that  I  would  not  like 
to  mention  any  one  or  more  as  being  oftenest  indicated. 

In  chromophytosis  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  those  rem- 
edies the  first  rank  in  importance  that  have  produced  brownish  dis- 
coloration of  the  skin;  antim.  crud.,  carbo.  veg.,  lycop.,  mezer.,  nitr. 
ac,  phosph.,  sepia,  and  thuja,  are  some  of  them. 

Of  favus  I  can  say  nothing  from  experience. 

In  pediculosis  I  make  no  endeavor  to  treat  the  disease  by  a  cer- 
tain line  of  remedies  merely  because  lice  are  the  exciting  cause  of 
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the  skin  lesions.  Oleand.,  viola  trie,  and  hepar,  relieve  the  pusta- 
lation  of  the  disease.  Croton  tigl.  and  graphit.  are  also  to  be  thought 
of  if  the  inflammatory  symptoms  are  severe. 

If  there  are  any  remedies  in  our  materia  medica  that  should  be 
thought  of  above  all  others  in  an  acute  eczema,  such  as  is  sometimes 
seen  to  be  produced  by  the  ravages  of  the  itch-mites,  they  are  hepar 
and  croton  tigl.  Sulphur  is  given  too  high  a  rank  in  the  treatment 
of  itch.  If  a  case  drags  along  too  slowly,  psorin.  will  often  start  up 
a  reaction.  Cinnabar  is  useful  in  the  itching,  aggravated  at  night, 
where  there  are  no  symptoms  to  contraindicate  it. 


THE  DIAGNOSTIC  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  THE  TENDON  REFLEXES. 

BT  CLABENCE  BARTLETT,  ILD.,  PHILADELPHIA. 
(Read  before  the  PhiladelpbU  County  HomoBopathic  Medical  Society.) 

A  PROPER  understanding  of  the  various  tendon  reflexes  is  invalu- 
able in  the  investigation  of  diseases  of  the  nervous  system^  not  only  of 
those  of  the  brain^  spinal  cord  and  peripheral  nerves,  but  also  of  those 
of  functional  origin.  Because  of  this,  and  because  I  have  several 
times  been  asked  by  professional  friends  to  prepare  a  paper  on  this 
subject,  I  present  the  following  remarks  this  evening.  While  they 
will  be  found  to  embrace  nothing  that  is  new,  I  trust  that  the  expo- 
sition of  the  subject  will  not  be  devoid  of  interest.  I  have  several 
times  heard  and  read  expressions  of  opinion  from  prominent  physi- 
cians stating  their  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  tendon 
reflexes  in  diagnosis.  Such  a  depreciation  of  a  valuable  clinical  sign 
should  not  be  countenanced.  So  fully  impressed  am  I  with  the  im- 
portance of  a  knowleilge  of  the  condition  of  the  tendon  reflexes  in 
disease,  that  I  feel  an  esamination  into  their  condition  should  be  a 
routine  measure  in  the  investigation  of  all  cases  of  nervous  disorders. 

A  proper  understanding  of  the  methods  by  which  the  patellar 
tendon  reflex  is  elicited  is  in  order.  The  method  most  commonly  in 
use  is  the  following:  The  patient  should  be  seated.  The  knees 
should  be  bared.  Then  the  leg  to  be  examined  should  be  thrown 
over  its  fellow,  and  allowed  to  hang  as  if  lifeless,  so  that  no  involun- 
tary rigidity  shall  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  reaction.  Then 
with  the  outer  edge  of  the  hand,  or  with  a  percussion  hammer,  or  the 
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edge  of  the  ear-pieoe  of  a  stethoscope,  a  smart  blow  should  be  applied 
to  the  ligamentum  patellae^  just  below  its  insertion  into  the  patella ; 
when  in  health,  a  vigorous  contraction  of  the  quadriceps  extensor 
ensues,  and  the  foot  is  jerked  suddenly  upwards.  In  applying  the 
test,  baring  of  the  knees  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  sake  of  accuracy 
in  observation ;  especially  is  this  so  in  cases  in  which  the  blow  ap- 
plied through  the  clothing  has  failed  to  elicit  a  response.  It  cannot 
be  conclusively  stated  that  the  patellar  reflex  is  absent  in  any  given 
case  unless  this  be  done.  No  less  important  is  the  injunction  that  the 
limb  examined  be  held  perfectly  limp  and  lifeless.  Frequently  have 
I  seen  cases  in  which  the  patellar  tendon  reflex  had  been  declared  to 
be  absent  simply  because  the  precaution  of  securing  perfect  relaxa- 
tion of  the  limb  had  been  neglected.  There  are  cases  in  which  this 
is  a  difficult  matter,  owing  to  the  inability  of  the  patient  to  fix  his 
attention  away  from  the  operator's  movements.  In  such  it  has 
been  my  custom  to  adopt  the  device  first  suggested  by  Jendrassik,  to 
semi-flex  the  hands,  hook  them  together  and  exert  strong  traction. 
While  this  is  being  done,  the  blow  is  applied  to  the  ligamentum 
patells  as  before,  when,  if  the  knee-jerk  be  present,  it  is  readily 
elicited.  Any  other  voluntary  movement  made  by  the  patient  will 
secure  the  same  object.  Thus,  asking  the  patient  to  count  aloud,  or 
to  look  into  vacancy  and  wink  rapidly, and  while  the  physician  applies 
the  blow  to  the  ligamentum  patell®,  will  secure  a  response  as  readily 
as  by  the  method  of  Jendrassik. 

In  very  stout  persons  the  above  method  of  applying  the  patellar 
reflex  is  impracticable  owing  to  their  inability  to  sit  with  legs  crossed. 
In  such  cases  the  patient  should  be  directed  to  sit  on  the  edge  of  a 
table  or  desk  with  the  legs  dangling  over.  A  blow  applied  to  the 
ligamentum  patellae,  as  in  the  previously  described  method,  produces 
the  knee-jerk. 

Yet  another  method  for  obtaining  the  knee-jerk,  first  suggested  by 
Buzzard,  may  be  adopted.  It  is  a  method  particularly  convenient  in 
the  case  of  examination  of  women.  The  patient  is  directed  to  sit 
with  the  legs  flexed  at  an  obtuse  angle  at  the  knee,  with  the  feet 
resting  upon  the  floor.  A  blow  applied  to  the  ligamentum  patellsB 
will  excite  a  vigorous  contraction  of  the  quadriceps  extensor,  which 
will  be  appreciated  by  the  examiner  by  having  his  free  hand  resting 
on  the  thigh  at  the  moment  the  blow  is  applied.  In  male  patients 
the  contraction  will  be  readily  noticed  by  the  eye. 

Cases  will  frequently  occur  in  the  practice  of  all  of  us  in  which 
the  patient's  illness  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  impossible  to 
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get  him  out  of  bed  to  apply  one  of  the  above  described  tests.  We 
may  then  resort  to  one  of  the  following  methods^  the  results  from  the 
first  of  which  are  only  satisfactory  in  cases  in  which  the  reflex  is  per- 
fectly up  to  the  normal  or  excessive.  The  patient  is  directed  to  lie 
on  the  back  with  the  legs  extended.  The  operator  then  applies  the 
forefinger  of  one  hand  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  patella,  and  exerts 
strong  downward  pressure,  that  is  pressure  in  the  direction  of  the 
long  axis  of  the  limb,  towards  the  foot.  Then  a  sharp  blow  is  applied 
to  the  finger,  preferably  with  a  percussion  hammer,  in  the  direction 
of  the  pressure  exerted.  If  the  reflex  be  present,  a  jerking  upwards 
of  the  patella  follows. 

The  preferable  method  for  the  examination  of  the  patient  when  in 
the  recumbent  position  is  that  first  suggested  by  Dr.  Angel  Money. 
The  thigh  is  flexed  at  right  angles  with  the  body,  and  the  knee  at 
nearly  a  right  angle  with  the  thigh ;  the  foot  is  then  supported  loosely 
in  the  palm  of  the  operator's  hand,  as  in  a  stirrup,  care  being  taken 
that  the  patient  exert  no  efibrt  to  maintain  the  limb  in  this  position. 
A  blow  is  then  applied  to  the  ligamentum  patellse,  as  in  the  other 
methods  of  examination ;  the  knee-jerk  theu  takes  place. 

The  directions  above  given  for  the  obtaining  of  the  patellar  reflex 
are  by  no  means  superfluous,  though  it  would  at  first  sight  seem  so. 
A  phenomenon  that  has  for  agea  been  used  by  mischievous  school- 
boys requires  no  care  for  its  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  physi- 
cian, it  might  be  thought.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  fact.  I  can 
assure  you  that  I  have  repeatedly  seen  instances  in  which  carelessness 
in  applying  the  tests  has  led  the  observer  to  declare  the  patellar 
reflex  absent,  when  it  was  readily  obtainable,  and  present  when  it 
was  certainly  absent.  The  latter  error  is  the  more  infrequent.  It 
occasionally  arises,  however,  from  the  confusion  of  the  swinging 
movement  resulting  directly  from  the  force  of  the  blow,  with  true 
knee-jerk.  If  the  diflercnce  in  the  character  of  the  two  movements 
is  borne  in  mind,  no  mistake  should  be  made. 

The  knee-jerk  may  also  be  declared  to  be  present,  when  it 
is  absent  in  certain  cases  in  which  the  cutaneous  reflexes  are  exces- 
sive. The  response  in  this  case  is  the  result  of  irritation  of  the 
skin  over  the  ligameulum  patella,  and  not  of  the  blow  applied  to 
the  tendon  itself.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  the  efibrts  to  obtain  the  re- 
flex are  not  all  equally  successful,  and  the  resulting  movement  is  not 
always  of  the  same  character,  sometimes  being  in  the  extensors,  and 
at  others  in  the  flexors. 

The  patellar  tendon  reflex  is  so  constantly  present  in  health,  that 
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its  absence  may  be  regarded  as  of  pathological  import.  For  some 
time  it  was  thought  that  in  about  1  per  cent,  of  all  individuals  this 
reflex  could  not  be  obtained.  Since,  however,  the  discovery  of  Jen- 
drassik's  method  of  eliciting  the  phenomenon,  the  theory  that  absence 
of  the  patellar  tendon  reflex  was  sometimes  physiological  has  been 
abandoned.  Jendrassik,  himself,  examined  one  thousand  men  of 
difi*erent  ages  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  this  very  point.  His  sub- 
jects were  either  healthy  individuals  or  were  suflering  from  diseases 
other  than  those  of  the  nervous  system.  Of  these,  the  knee-jerk  was 
obtainable  in  all  but  one,  and  that  patient  was  the  subject  of  diabetes, 
in  which  disease  the  phenomenon  under  study  is  frequently  absent, 
as  I  shall  shbw  presently. 

I  have  myself  met  with  with  but  two  presumably  healthy  subjects 
in  whom  the  knee-jerks  were  not  obtainable.  In  the  first  of  these 
the  observation  is  without  value,  as  the  test  was  applied  without  bar- 
ing the  knee  or  adopting  the  method  suggested  by  Jendrassik ;  in  the 
second  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  reflex  one  year  ago  only  after  the 
greatest  care;  a  more  recent  observation  failed  to  elicit  any  result. 
It  is  now  the  generally  received  opinion,  with  which  I  am  in  full 
accord,  that  the  absence  of  the  patellar  tendon  reflexes  is  always  sig- 
nificant of  disease,  with  the  exception  of  those  cases  in  which  some 
abnormality  in  the  knee-joint  exists  to  account  for  such  absence. 

In  making  this  statement  I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that 
the  absence  of  the  patellar  tendon  reflex  is  a  forerunner  of  serious 
and  progressive  disease.  While  its  absence  should  lead  to  care  in  the 
search  for  other  symptoms,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  may 
ever  remain  the  only  outward  sign  of  a  slight  and  unprogressive 
lesion.  About  five  years  ago  my  attention  was  called  to  the  inequality 
of  the  pupils  of  a  brother  practitioner.  A  most  carefully  conducted 
examination  revealed  only  Argyll-Robertson  pupils,  absence  of  both 
patellar  reflexes,  and  a  very  slight  static  ataxia.  Now,  while  there 
can  be  no  question  of  the  fact  that  that  man  is  suflering  from  incipi- 
ent locomotor  ataxia,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  his  condition  to-day 
is  not  perceptibly  worse  than  it  was  five  years  ago. 

As  a  result  of  disease,  we  may  have  the  patellar  tendon  reflex 
either  diminished,  destroyed,  increased,  or  altered ;  by  alteration  I 
refer  to  the  imperfectly  understood  phenomenon  known  as  the  trans- 
ferred patellar  reflex.  A  case  of  this  kind  was  reported  by  Dr.  Allen 
McLane  Hamilton,  of  New  York.  A  blow  applied  to  the  left  pa- 
tellar tendon  produced  a  knee-jerk  on  the  right  side,  while  the  limb 
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on  the  same  side  was  perfectly  quiet     A  similar  result  was  obtained 
by  percussing  the  right  patellar  tendon. 

In  order  to  better  explain  the  rationale  of  the  disappearance  of 
the  tendon  reflex  in  nervous  disorders  I  shall  give  a  short  descrip- 
tion of  the  reflex  arc  on  the  integrity  of  which  the  reflex  depends. 
When  the  ligamentum  patellae  is  struck,  the  impulse  thus  gen- 
erated is  carried  by  the  sensory  fibres  of  the  nerve  to  the  spinal 
cord,  entering  the  same  by  the  posterior  root  and  the  posterior  root 
zone.  It  is  thence  carried  to  the  ganglion  cells  in  the  anterior  cornu. 
Now  a  motor  impulse  is  generated,  which  traverses  the  anterior 
roots,  and  reaches  the  muscle  by  means  of  the  motor  fibres  of  the 
nerve.  Any  pathological  condition  which  causes  a  break  or  loss  of 
integrity  of  this  arc  destroys  the  tendon  reflex.  In  general  terms 
we  may  say  then,  that  absence  of  the  patellar  tendon  reflex  signifies 
disease  of  the  peripheral  nerve  (anterior  crural),  or  of  the  posterior 
root  zones  or  the  anterior  gray  horn  in  the  lumbar  enlargement.  It 
may  also  be  absent  in  some  cases  of  epilepsy,  in  certain  disorders  of 
the  muscular  apparatus,  and  in  meningitis,  as  we  shall  see  presently. 

The  extent  of  the  jerk  in  response  to  the  blow  on  the  patella  is 
regulated  by  the  inhibitory  influence  of  the  cerebrum.  This  influ- 
ence is  exerted,  or  rather  transmitted,  through  the  pyramidal  tracts. 
Disease  of  this  portion  of  the  spinal  cord  is,  therefore,  attended  by 
marked  exaggerations  of  the  knee-jerks,  because  the  inhibitory  influ- 
ence of  the  cerebrum  is  wholly  or  partially  removed. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  diseases  in  which  the 
patellar  tendon  reflex  is  altered  or  departs  from  the  normal,  a  few 
remarks  as  to  the  variations  to  which  it  is  subject  in  health  will  be 
in  order.  These  changes,  however,  are  not  such  as  to  afFect  the 
value  of  investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  tendon  reflexes  in 
health  disease.  Jendrassik  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  certain  muscular  exertion  would  increase  the  knee-jerk. 
Mitchell  and  Lewis,  carrying  his  investigation  further,  found  that 
any  muscular  exertion  made  at  the  time  the  blow  was  applied  to  the 
tendon  caused  an  increase  in  the  response.  Even  as  slight  a  move- 
ment as  winking  the  eyes  would  lead  to  the  production  of  a  strong 
knee-jerk  in  cases  where  it  had  been  previously  weak.  Even  sensory 
stimuli,  as  the  prick  of  a  pin,  the  application  of  the  farad ic  brush, 
the  pulling  of  a  hair,  had  the  same  efifect.  Knapp,  of  Boston,  found 
that  if  the  knee-jerk  was  tested  within  0.4"  after  the  muscu- 
lar exertion  or  the  application  of  the  sensory  stimulus,  the  jerk  was 
increased;  but  if  after  that  period,  then  it  was  diminished. 
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Lombard,  in  his  investigations,  confirmed  all  that  had  been  pre- 
viously stated  by  Mitchell  and  Lewis.  He  found  also  that  the  ten- 
don reflexes  were  liable  to  certain  variations  in  healthy  individuals. 
Thus  agencies  which  increase  the  activity  of  the  central  nervous  sys- 
tem, as  rest,  nourishment,  invigorating  weather  and  wakefulness  in- 
crease the  reflex ;  while  depressing  influences,  as  fatigue,  hunger, 
enervating  weather  and  sleep  exert  a  contrary  eflect  He  also 
noticed  variations  along  with  the  condition  of  the  atmospheric  pres- 
sure and  temperature.  In  general  it  might  be  stated  that  it  increased 
with  the  rise  in  the  barometer,  and  with  the  fall  of  the  thermometer, 
and  vice  versa. 

Taking  up  seriatim  the  various  diseased  conditions  which  destroy 
the  integrity  of  the  reflex  arc  governing  the  production  of  the  patel- 
lar reflex,  we  come  first  to  diseases  of  the  peripheral  nerve,  the  ante- 
rior crural.  Prominent  among  these  is  neuritis,  in  which  disease  it 
is  almost  always  lost.  It  is  owing  to  neuritis  afiecting  this  nerve 
that  the  patellar  tendon  reflex  is  al)sent  in  cases  of  diphtheritic  paraly- 
sis. The  time  of  appearance  of  this  symptom  varies  with  difierent 
cases.  In  some  it  is  the  first  to  make  its  advent;  in  fact,  it  may  be 
the  only  symptom  for  a  long  time.  The  almost  invariable  absence 
of  the  knee-jerk  in  diphtheritic  paralysis  must  be  kept  in  mind, 
otherwise  the  ataxic  gait,  which  sometimes  accompanies  this  disease, 
may  lead,  in  conjunction  with  it,  to  the  diagnosis  of  locomotor  ataxia. 
The  history  of  a  previous  throat  trouble,  the  comparatively  rapid 
onset,  and  the  absence  of  lightning  pains,  will  prevent  error. 

As  the  diphtheritic  paralysis  improves,  the  tendon  reflex  is  re- 
gained. Sometimes,  however,  it  does  not  reappear  for  some  time 
after  what  is  apparently  an  otherwise  complete  recovery. 

There  have  appeared  conflicting  statements  i*egarding  the  condi* 
tion  of  the  tendon  reflexes  in  typhoid  fever ;  some  contending  that 
they  are  normal  or  somewhat  exaggerated,  while  others  state  that 
they  are  absent  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease.  A  careful  reviewr 
of  the  evidence  bearing  on  the  subject  would  point  to  both  of  tke 
above  statements  being  true.  In  the  later  stages  of  typhoid  fever  or 
even  during  convalescence,  as  in  the  case  of  diphtheria,  neuritis  may 
ensue.  It  is  probably  for  this  reason  that  the  knee  jerks  are  absent 
late  in  the  disease.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  great  frequency  with 
which  neuritis  follows  certain  infectious  diseases,  as  diphtheria,  ty- 
phoid fever  and  small-pox,  should  lead  the  practitioner  to  be  on  his> 
constant  guard  for  the  earliest  symptoms  of  this  complication.  He 
cannot,  therefore,  be  too  careful  in  observing  the  condition  of  the 
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tendon  reflexes  in  the  above-mentioDed  disorders.  Their  disappear- 
ance would,  at  the  least,  point  to  a  suspicion  of  oncoming  neuritis, 
thus  leading  to  early  precautions^  and,  perhaps,  the  saving  of  a  human 
life. 

Alcoholic  paralysis,  which  is  also  the  result  of  peripheral  neuritis, 
is  accompanied  by  absence  of  the  knee-jerk.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  arsenical  paralysis. 

Injuries  of  the  anterior  crural  nerve  will  exert  the  same  effect  on 
the  knee-jerk  as  will  inflammation  of  that  structure. 

The  knee-jerk  is  lost  in  some  cases  of  diabetes.  This  is  also  sup- 
posed to  be  the  result  of  a  neuritis.  The  frequency  and  significance 
of  absent  patellar  reflex  in  diabetics  has  been  variously  estimated  by 
different  observers.  Marie  and  Guinon  found  the  knee  reflex  absent 
in  three  out  of  eight  cases  of  diabetes.  According  to  Bouchard, 
cases  presenting  this  symptom  offer  a  more  unfavorable  prognosis  than 
those  in  whom  the  knee-jerk  is  preserved;  He  believes  that  its  ab- 
sence is  noted  in  the  advanced  stages  of  the  disorder.  Rosenstein, 
while  noting  the  absence  of  knee-jerks  in  many  cases  of  diabetes,  does 
not  attach  any  value  to  it,  either  as  a  diagnostic  or  &s  a  prognostic 
sign,  considering  it  simply  a  sign  of  innervation,  the  same  as  neu- 
ralgia, aneesthesia,  etc. 

While  speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  patellar  reflex  in  peripheral 
nervous  disorders,  it  might  be  well  to  note  its  occasional  absence  in 
some  so-called  cases  of  sciatica.  When  such  does  occur,  we  are  cer- 
tain that  the  diseased  process  is  not  limited  to  the  sciatic  nerve,  and 
that  we  have  more  than  a  simple  sciatica  to  contend  with.  No 
amount  of  disease  of  that  nerve  can  destroy  the  integrity  of  the  reflex 
arc  governing  the  production  of  the  knee-jerk. 

In  the  spinal  cord  we  may  have  the  reflex  arc  destroyed  in  the 
posterior  root  zones,  the  postero-lateral  columns,  and  in  the  anterior 
cornua.  Locomotor  ataxia,  poliomyelitis  anterior,  and  some  cases  of 
myelitis,  and  softening  of  the  cord  are  thus  associated  with  destruc- 
tion of  the  patellar  reflex. 

A  differentiation  of  these  conditions  is  not  a  difScult  matter.  In 
the  case  of  an  acutely  appearing  paralysis,  without  pain  or  inter- 
ference with  sensation,  and  atrophy  of  the  affected  muscles,  the 
absent  knee-jerk  would  point  almost  unequivocally  to  acute  polio- 
myelitis anterior.  Were  there  disturbance  of  sensation,  we  would 
almost  as  certainly  decide  that  the  lesion  was  in  the  peripheral  nerves 
themselves.  The  knee-jerk  often  remains  absent  aAer  poliomyelitis, 
although  power  over  the  limb  has  been  in  a  great  measure  regained. 
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This  1ft  DOt  at  a]]  surprising  in  view  of  the  very  small  lesion  which 
may  destroy  it  Its  reappearance  in  poliomyelitis  may  always  be 
regarded  as  of  good  omen.  In  several  cases  of  this  disease  where 
the  phenomenon  has  returned  I  have  noticed  that  it  has  been  exag- 
gerated, this  exaggeration  persisting  for  some  time. 

Id  tabes  dorsal  is  or  locomotor  ataxia  the  patellar  tendon  reflex  is 
almost  invariably  absent.  Here  the  break  in  the  reflex  arc  is  in  the 
posterior  root  zones.  The  absence  of  the  knee-jerk  is  to  be  noted 
very  early  in  the  course  of  the  disease.  In  fact,  it  might  be  said 
that  by  the  time  that  such  symptoms  as  lightning  pains,  diplopia, 
and  urinary  incompetence  appear,  the  integrity  of  the  arc  for  the 
production  of  the  knee-jerk  has  been  destroyed.  It  is  now  admitted 
universally  that  the  absence  of  the  knee-jerk  may  long  remain  the 
only  symptom  of  ataxia.  That  it  is  not  always  the  first  symptom 
of  that  disease  is  shown  by  Gowers,  who  had  in  several  cases  noticed 
the  disappearance  of  the  movement  during  the  course  of  the  treat- 
ment. When  once  the  patellar  reflex  has  disappeared  as  a  result  of 
tabes,  it  is  hardly  ever  regained.  So  rarely  regained  is  it  in  fact, 
that  Buzzard  expresses  as  his  belief  that  a  case  in  which  such  return 
is  reported  can  be  conclusively  stated  not  to  have  been  a  case  of 
tabes  at  all. 

As  is  well  known,  tabes  is  ofttiraes  ushered  in  by  an  attack  of 
diplopia.  Inasmuch  as  tabetic  patients  often  have  a  syphilitic  his- 
tory, and  ocular  palsies  in  the  adult  are  more  frequently  the  result 
of  specific  intracranial  disease  than  anything  else,  it  becomes  an  im- 
portant question  to  diagnose  the  true  state  of  afiairs.  In  the  case 
of  an  ocular  palsy  ushering  in  tabes,  an  examination  for  the  knee- 
jerk  will  show  it  to  be  absent,  while  in  the  case  of  syphilitic  intra- 
cranial disease  it  will  be  almost  as  certainly  very  much  exaggerated. 
The  presence  of  the  knee-jerk  does  not  always  exclude  tabes;  in 
fact,  not  only  may  it  be  retained  in  rare  instances,  but  it  may  even 
be  exaggerated.  Such  exaggeration  is  always  indicative  of  a  com- 
plicating sclerosis  of  the  lateral  columns.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
those  cases  of  tabes  in  which  the  knee-jerk  has  returned  have  later 
been  associated  with  a  sclerosis  of  the  lateral  columns.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  those  cases  of  ataxia  in  which  the  knee-jerk  is  preserved 
are  not  accompanied,  as  a  rule,  with  the  lightning  pains  that  make 
that  disease  so  distressing  an  ailment. 

A  compression  myelitis,  a  tumor,  or  softening,  or  any  pathological 
lesion  involving  the  second  lumbar  segment  of  the  spinal  cord  will 
destroy  the  patellar  tendon  reflex. 
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The  knee-jerks  are  impaired  or  abolished  in  certain  rouscalar 
affectionfl;  notably  among  these  may  be  mentioned  pseudo-hyper- 
trophic  paralysis^  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  and,  according  to 
Buzzard,  certain  cases  of  Thomsen's  disease.  In  pseudo-hypertrophic 
paralysis  the  knee-jerk  is  not  absent  at  first,  but  gradually  disap- 
pears. In  progressive  muscular  atrophy  the  knee-jerk  is  in  inverse 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  atrophy  which  the  quadriceps  extensor 
has  undergone.  If  there  is  no  atrophy  of  that  muscle  then  the  reflex 
is  unimpaired.  If  there  are  uninjured  fibres,  then  the  reflex  will  be 
present  though  much  weakened. 

The  patellar  reflexes  are  generally  lost  in  meningitis.  This  is  in- 
valuable as  enabling  us  to  differentiate  this  disease  from  typhoid 
fever,  which,  as  has  already  been  stated,  is  associated  with  either 
normal  or  exaggerated  tendon  reflexes.  It  was  only  a  few  days  ago 
that  I  was  obliged  to  make  use  of  this  very  point  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  a  case  seen  with  Dr.  G.  M.  Christine.  The  diagnosis  lay  be- 
tween typhoid  fever  and  meningitis^  with  preponderance  of  evidence 
in  favor  of  the  latter.  The  absence  of  the  patellar  reflexes  served 
to  confirm  the  suspicion  that  the  latter  was  correct. 

A  valuable  point  to  bear  in  mind  regarding  the  condition  of  the 
patellar  reflexes  in  paralysis  is  that  the  association  of  paraljrsis  with 
absence  of  these  reflexes  is  conclusive  evidence  that  such  paralysis  is 
not  functional,  but  of  organic  origin. 

The  absence  of  the  knee-jerk  has  been  noted  in  a  few  cases  of 
cerebellar  tumor.  Such  are  the  exception,  however,  the  rule  being 
to  find  these  phenomena  greatly  in  excess. 

Bastian  has  recently  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  total  trans- 
verse lesions  of  the  spinal  cord  the  tendon  reflexes  are  abolished,  and 
not  excessive,  as  is  commonly  believed.  The  loss  of  sensibility  as 
well  as  the  loss  of  motion  must  be  absolute  in  order  to  bring  about 
this  result.  The  absence  of  the  reflexes  after  such  severe  injuries 
has  been  attributed  to  shock ;  but  that  this  is  not  so  is  shown  by  the 
continuance  of  the  symptom  even  after  shock  has  subsided.  The 
abolition  of  the  reflexes  in  these  cases  is  attributed  by  Dr.  Bastian  to 
the  complete  severance  from  the  spinal  centres  of  all  cerebellar  and 
cerebral  influence. 

It  DOW  devolves  upon  me  to  speak  of  the  exaggeration  of  the 
tendon  reflexes  as  a  result  of  disease.  When  we  meet  with  marked 
exaggeration  of  the  knee-jerks  as  a  result  of  organic  disease  of  the 
spinal  cord,  we  are  apt  to  have  at  the  same  time  evidence  of  increased 
tendon  action  at  the  ankle  joint,  in  the  shape  of  the  ankle-clonus. 
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This  ankle-cloDus  is  produced  as  follows :  The  examiner  takes  the 
patient's  1^,  supporting  the  heel  on  his  knees,  and  the  popliteal 
8pace  with  the  left  hand,  observing  care  that  the  limb  is  slightly 
flexed  at  the  knee-joint.  Then  with  the  right  hand  applied  to  the 
ball  of  the  foot,  that  member  is  pushed  suddenly  upward,  maintain- 
ing the  foot  in  dorsal  flexion,  and  putting  the  tendo-Achilles  on  a 
stretch.  If  the  ankle-clonus  is  present,  there  appears  a  rhythmical 
movement  of  the  foot,  which  in  case  the  phenomenon  is  at  all  well- 
marked,  continues  for  several  minutes  or  until  the  pressure  is  re« 
moved.  Unlike  the  patellar  reflex,  the  ankle-clonus  is  a  pathologi- 
cal oonditionl  When  at  all  well-marked  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
evidence  of  organic  disease.  When  it  is  present  we  usually  find  the 
knee-jerks  very  active,  though  this  is  not  necessarily  the  case.  Two 
years  ago  I  attended  a  patient  with  Dr.  Pemberton  Dudley,  in  whose 
case  there  was  ankle-clonuson  both  sides,  and  excessive  patellar  tendon- 
reflex  on  one  side  and  absence  on  the  other.  The  quadriceps  ex- 
tensor on  the  side  of  the  absent  knee-jerk  was  greatly  atrophied  and 
completely  paralyzed.  About  two  years  before  I  saw  him  the  pa- 
tient had  had  one  testicle  removed  for  sarcoma  of  that  organ.  The 
diagnosis  made  was  tumor  of  the  spinal  cord.  The  patient  died, 
but  an  autopsy  was  not  obtainable.  The  most  frequent  cause  of 
marked  ankle-clonus  with  absent  knee-jerk  is  disseminated  sclerosis 
of  the  cord. 

I  have  said  above,  that  I  considered  a  wdl-marked  and  persiMent 
ankle-clonus  proof-positive  of  |organic  disease.  This  is  not  the  com- 
monly received  opinion.  Numerous  neurologists  of  this  city  con- 
sider the  presence  of  such  a  phenomenon  perfectly  consistent  with 
hysteria.  I  have  seen  now  quite  a  number  of  cases  in  which  hys- 
teria had  been  diagnosed  notwithstanding  the  presence  0^9^ persistent 
footr-clonus,  but  the  after  history  of  all  of  them  only  went  to 
prove  that  the  teaching  of  Growers  that  persistent  foot-clonus  is  of 
organic  origin^  is  strictly  correct.  The  liability  to  error  in  these 
cases  is  great.  Disseminated  sclerosis  presents  a  symptomatology 
bearing  a  very  confusing  resemblance,  at  times,  to  that  of  hysteria  ; 
one,  moreover,  that  has  only  recently  become  understood.  All  of 
the  cases  that  I  have  seen  in  which  hysteria  has  been  incorrectly  diag- 
nosed, and  in  which  the  ankle-clonus  was  persistent,  have  proven  to 
be  cases  of  this  disease. 

An  examination  of  cases  with  exaggeration  of  the  knee-jerks  re- 
veals the  fact  that  there  are  marked  differences  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  foot  is  jerked  upwards  in  several  cases.  In  some,  it  moves 
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slowly  though  through  a  very  large  arc ;  in  others,  it  is  quick  and 
sharp,  almost  as  if  restrained  by  the  opposing  muscles.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  particular  subject  offers  a  field  for  future  investigation. 
Althaus  is  the  only  author  who  has  reverted  to  this  particular 
branch  of  the  subject.  He  refers  to  three  types  of  increased  reflex, 
two  of  which  he  describes.  These  three  are  the  cerebnil,  spinal,  and 
muscular.  In  the  cerebral  type,  the  response,  he  says,  is  moderately 
quick  and  very  extensive,  so  that,  taking  the  patellar  tendon-reflex 
as  an  example,  the  leg  was  thrown  a  considerable  way  up  with  a  wide 
swinging  movement,  gradually  settling  down  again  after  a  few  oscil- 
lations. The  spinal  type  is  distinguished  by  a  sharp,  quick,  sudden 
movement,  not  nearly  so  extensive  as  the  former,  but  is  much  quicker. 
Exaggerated  reflexes  of  the  spinal  type  are,  according  to  Althaus, 
seen  in  cases  of  lateral  sclerosis,  insular  sclerosis,  and  in  certain  com- 
bined system-diseases  of  the  spinal  cord.  While  the  above  position, 
assumed  by  Althaus,  is  in  the  main  true,  it  is  too  sweeping,  for  there 
are  cases  of  unquestionable  spinal  disease  in  which  the  cerebral  type 
of  reflex  is  found,  and  vice  versa. 

The  most  highly  develo|)ed  knee-jerks  and  ankle-clonus  are  found 
in  certain  lesions  of  the  spinal  cord,  notably  those  affecting  the  lateral 
columns.  In  sclerosis  of  these  fibres,  the  exaggeration  of  all  the 
tendon  reflexes  is  typical.  They  may  be  obtained  at  the  wrist,  elbow, 
fingers,  or,  in  fact,  wherever  there  is  a  tendon  to  tap. 

Owing  to  the  location  of  the  inflammation  and  exudation  in  pa- 
chymeningitis from  Pott's  disease,  the  spinal  cord-complications  of 
that  disease  consists  of  irritation  of  and  pressure  upon  the  lateral  col- 
umns. Early  in  the  course  of  the  affection,  therefore— even  before 
any  paralysis  has  asserted  itself — marked  exaggeration  of  the  patellar 
reflexes  may  be  found.  Whenever  I  find  a  patient  with  -persistent 
localized  spinal  pain,  with  increased  tendon  reflexes,  I  at  once  sus- 
pect Pott's  disease,  a  suspicion  that  I  feel  is  confirmed  when  the 
thermometer  shows  the  temperature  to  be  above  the  normal.  The 
importance  of  this  statement,  if  true,  cannot  be  overestimated.  The 
effects  of  a  paraplegia  from  Pott's  disease  are  so  serious,  and  proper 
treatment  if  instituted  early  promises  so  much,  that  it  would  seem 
unpardonable  to  allow  that  stage  to  go  by  when  cure  without  defor- 
mity is  obtainable.  The  tendon  reflex  is  occasionally  absent  in  the 
compression  myelitis  of  Pott's  disease,  but  it  is  only  in  those  cases 
in  which  the  pathological  process  attacks  the  second  segment  of  the 
lumbar  enlargement  of  the  cord. 

Some  cases  of  progressive  muscular  atrophy  of  spinal  origin  are 
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aocom|)anied  by  excessive  reflexes.  In  such  cases  we  probably  have^ 
along  with  the  degeneration  of  the  ganglion  cells  in  the  anterior 
comua,  some  sclerosis  of  the  lateral  columns. 

The  knee-jerks  are  exaggerated  in  neurasthenia  and  other  func- 
tional disorders  of  the  nervous  system.  This  exaggeration  is,  how- 
ever, not  as  marked  as  that  which  occurs  in  organic  disease  of  the 
lateral  columns  of  the  cord.  If  it  is  accompanied  by  an  ankle- 
clonus,  the  latter  is  very  short  lasting,  being  very  different  from  the 
strong  and  persistent  clonus  of  lateral  sclerosis,  and  paraplegia  of 
Pott's  disease.  According  to  Buzzard,  the  exaggerated  reflexes  of 
nenrasthenia  are  associated  with  destruction  of  the  plantar  reflex. 
In  fact,  he  holds  that  a  case  of  parapiegia  with  exaggerated  knee- 
jerk  and  absent  plantar  reflexes  is  almost  certainly  of  functional 
origin.  I  have  no  experience  to  confirm  or  deny  this  proposition, 
though  I  must  confess  my  inability  to  understand  it.  I  would  not 
place  much  dependence  upon  the  absence  of  the  plantar-reflex  in 
persons  with  calloused  soles.  In  such  cases  of  neurasthenia  as  I 
have  examined,  the  superficial  reflexes  have  been  found  exaggerated. 
In  a  case  of  sexual  neurasthenia,  or  rather  hypochondriasis,  seen 
lately  with  Dr.  Van  Lennep,  all  the  superficial  reflexes  were  normal 
with  the  exception  of  the  cremaster,  which  was  exaggerated.  The 
patient  was  a  man  who  had  unwittingly  exposed  himself  to  infec- 
tion. This  caused  him  a  great  deal  of  distress,  which  haunted  him 
almost  constantly.  He  complained  of  various  vague  sensations 
referred  to  the  genitals. 

The  condition  of  the  reflexes  after  cerebral  lesions  offers  a  very 
interesting  subject  for  study.  In  old  cases  of  cerebral  disease  the 
patellar  reflexes  are  exaggerated,  the  exaggeration  being  particularly 
well  marked  on  the  side  of  the  hemiplegia.  Early  in  the  onset  of 
severe  cases  of  cerebral  haemorrhage,  though  this  is  not  usually  the 
case,  and  for  a  number  of  hours  thereafter,  the  knee-jerks  were 
absent  Such  a  symptom  is  one  of  great  gravity.  The  condition  of 
the  knee-jerks  is  an  invaluable  means  of  differentiating  apoplecti- 
form attacks  from  those  of  true  apoplexy,  in  certain  cases.  As 
stated  above,  the  hemiplegia  of  cerebral  disease  is  associated  with 
exaggerated  reflexes,  especially  on  the  paralyzed  side.  Apoplecti- 
form seizures  are  especially  liable  to  occur  in  the  course  of  tabes 
dorsalis,  in  which  case  the  resulting  hemiplegia  is  associated  with 
absent  reflexes.  The  hemiplegia  of  apoplectiform  attacks  is  of  much 
shorter  duration  than  the  apoplectic,  so  that  a  differentiation  is  im- 
portant as  a  matter  of  prognosis.     The  absence  of  the  tendon-reflexes 
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in  some  cases  of  apoplexy  is  accounted  for  on  the  ground  that  the 
haemorrhage  produces  great  irritation  of  the  fibres  immediately  be- 
neath it;  this  irritation  is  transmitted  downwards,  and  exerts  an 
inhibitory  influence  on  the  spinal  reflex  centres.  In  other  cases 
where  the  lesion  is  not  so  severe,  it  is  merely  sufficient  to  destroy 
the  inhibitory  function  of  the  cerebrum,  in  which  case  the  tendon- 
reflexes  are  exaggerated. 

Nearly  all  diseases  of  the  brain  cause  more  or  less  exaggeration 
of  the  knee-jerks.  I  have  met  with  this  exaggeration  in  lesions  of 
the  occipital  and  frontal  lobes,  as  well  as  in  thosQ  of  the  motor 
area. 

Syphilitic  disease  of  the  brain,  of  all  diseases  of  that  organ,  is 
attended  with  most  remarkable  increase  of  tendon  reactions.  This 
statement  is  not  of  universal  application,  for  cases  of  specific  cere- 
bral lesion  will  occur  in  which  the  knee-jerks  are  but  little  more 
marked  than  the  normal. 

In  general  paralysis  of  the  insane  the  tendon  reflexes  are  usually 
increased  in  the  early  stages.  Should  they  later  become  abolished, 
it  is  evidence  that  the  degeneration  has  spread  to  the  spinal  cord  and 
involved  the  posterior  columns. 


THE  NEW  OPERATION  FOR  THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  PILE-BEARING  INCH, 
RE-DESCRIBED  AND  ILLUSTRATED. 

BY  E.  H.  PRATT,  M.D.,  OfflCAOO,  ILL. 

For  generations,  surgeons  have  stood  in  awe  of  cutting  operations 
about  the  anus  and  rectum,  because  they  felt  their  inability  to  con- 
trol the  hemorrhage  as  in  other  operative  work ;  hence,  they  have 
made  use  of  the  icraseury  the  actual  and  galvanic  cautery,  the  liga- 
ture and  other  such  awkward  and  distressing  measures  for  the  re- 
moval of  parts  demanding  amputation.  The  reason  for  this  weak- 
ness of  surgeons,  who  essayed  rectal  work,  was  the  lack  of  instru- 
ments with  which  to  expose  the  rectum  satisfactorily,  and  place  its 
tissues  wholly  under  the  control  of  the  operator.  The  invention  of 
the  bivalve  speculum  and  the  T-forceps  has  so  completely  over- 
come all  difficulties  in  this  direction  as  to  completely  do  away  here- 
after with  all  excuse  for  clumsy  and  inefficient  work  in  this  r^ion 
of  human  anatomy. 
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With  the  aid  of  these  iDstruments  and  ordioary  artery  forceps, 
hsemorrhage  in  any  part  of  the  rectum  is  as  completely  under  con- 
trol of  the  surgeon  as  it  is  in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  Surgical 
common  sense  can  now  have  free  scope  in  rectal  as  in  other  work. 
The  condition  which  calls  for  the  new  operation  is  a  very  common  one. 
Neglected  hsemorrhoidal  congestions  if  long  continued  will  give  rise 

Fio.  1. 


Pratt's  Bivalve  Speculum 


to  distended  veins,  areolar  tissue,  mucous  membrane  and  skin^  and 
induce  a  permanent  hypertrophy  of  these  structures  to  such  an  extent 
that  amputation  of  the  entire  hsBmorrhoidal  inch  is  demanded  for  the 
proper  smoothing  of  the  surface  and  the  restoration  of  the  patient  to 
a  comfortable  state.  In  many  cases  the  diseased  mass  is  constantly 
protruded  from  the  bowel,  occasioning  great  suffering.  In  other 
cases  there  is  merely  a  prolapse  of  the  tissue  at  stool,  necessitating  a 


Fig.  2. 


Pratt's  T-forceps. 


replacement  each  time,  more  or  less  painful  and  difficult.  The  clamp 
operation  for  this  condition  is  not  without  merit,  and  will  undoubt- 
edly be  quite  commonly  practiced,  in  spite  of  all  criticism  upon  it,  and 
all  substitutes  that  may  be  suggested ;  but  it  is  not  quite  satisfactory 
to  all  operators;  hence  the  effort  to  furnish  a  substitute  for  it. 
Whitehead's  operation  for  this  condition  is  ingenious,  radical  and 
preferred  by  a  few  surgeons.  The  beginner  will  find  it  a  little  dif- 
ficult of  performance  and  quite  bloody.     A  little  practice,  however, 
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will  give  Uie  operator  more  Bkill  and  he  will  soon  learn  to  perform  it 
with  more  confidence  and  less  hsemorrhage.  The  o|)eration,  which 
I  will  now  describe,  accomplishes  the  same  purpose  as  the  clamp  and 
English  operation.  It  is  superior  to  the  clamp,  as  hand-work  is 
always  superior  to  machine-work,  and  has  so  many  good  points  in 
its  favor  that  it  must,  in  time,  become  a  standard  operation.  It  is 
less  confusing  and  less  bloody  than  the  English,  and  seems  to  me 
its  superior  in  every  respect. 

Description. — The  patient  is  to  be  placed  in  a  dorsal  position, 
thighs  retracted  upon  alxlomen,  and  buttocks  drawn  well  down  to 
edge  of  operating  table.  The  rectal  bivalve  is  now  to  be  inserted, 
and  by  its  aid  the  rectum  is  to  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  after  which 
the  sphincters  are  to  be  dilated  to  the  capacity  of  the  valve.  This 
should  be  done  carefully,  so  as  to  do  as  little  violence  as  possible  to 
the  mucous  membrane.  The  appearance  of  the  anus  will  be  as  in 
Fig.  3. 

Through  the  diverging  blades  of  the  S|)eculum  a  pair  of  T-forceps 
is  made  to  seize  the  redundant  tissue  which  protrudes  between  the 
blades  of  the  speculum,  after  the  manner  illustrated  in  Fig.  4.  The 
speculum  is  now  to  be  removed  and  inserted  again  so  as  to  expose 
another  view  of  the  diseased  rim,  and  another  pair  of  T-forceps  is 
made  to  grip  another  mass  of  the  tissue  to  be  removed.  Fig.  No. 
5  is  inserted  to  illustrate  this  step  in  the  operation.  By  repeating 
this  process  a  few  times,  the  entire  offending  rim  is  finally  grasped 
by  T-forceps  seizing  it  at  short  intervals,  and  can  easily  be  rolled 
out  the  anus  by  slight  traction  upon  the  forceps  placed  in  the  hands 
of  assistants  and  held  in  evenly  diverging  lines,  resembling  the 
spokes  of  a  wheel.  Fig.  6  illustrates  the  appearance  of  the  part  at 
this  stage  of  the  operation. 

Perhaps  I  should  be  a  little  more  definite  as  to  the  exact  position 
at  which  the  T-forceps  are  made  to  seize  the  mucous  membrane.  If 
the  mucous  membrane  of  any  rectum  be  carefully  examined,  the 
junction  of  the  middle  and  lower  rectum  can  be  seen  to  be  defined 
by  a  well-marked  line  giving  the  rectal  membrane  the  appearance  of 
being  originally  constructed  of  two  pieces,  which  were  united  along 
this  line.  It  is  not  a  comely  raphe,  but  looks  as  though  the  parts 
were  carelessly  puckered  in  places  on  the  lower  side  of  the  seam. 
Now,  in  case  the  subject  presents  internal  piles,  there  will  be  irr^- 
ular  protrusions  and  redundant  membrane  above  this  line,  and  the 
line  of  seizure  by  the  forceps  muist  be  just  above  that.  If  the  case  be 
one  of  merely  middle  and  external  haemorrhoids,  the  seizure  is  to  be 
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made  along  the  line  itself.  In  other  words,  the  membrane  is  to  be 
grasped  along  the  line  of  internal  amputation,  which  will  be  decided 
by  the  redundancy  of  tissue  and  the  position  of  the  hsBmorrhoids. 
While  the  exposure  of  the  parts  is  made  symmetrical  and  complete 
by  uniform  traction  u|)on  the  T-forceps  in  diverging  directions,  the 
operator  seizes  the  pair  nearest  the  coccyx  with  his  left  hand  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  leave  his  index-finger  free  to  locate  the  situation  of  the 
external  sphincter,  which  can  easily  be  felt  through  the  integument 
while  the  parts  are  tense.  This  sphincter,  which  can  always  be  felt 
with  the  index  finger,  must  be  clearly  located,  as  it  is  an  important 
guide  in  the  operation.  A  pair  of  sharp-pointed  scissors,  curved  at 
the  tip,  is  now  needed,  with  which  the  mucous  membrane  is  to  be 
completely  severed  just  above  the  line  of  seizure  by  the  forceps.  If 
the  tissues  be  well  engorged  with  blood,  many  arterioles  will  be 
enlarged  and  need  seizure  by  ordinary  artery  forceps,  as  they  are 
severed  and  treated  by  torsion  or  ligature,  as  the  operator  may  prefer. 
For  myself,  I  have  always  relied  upon  torsion,  and  have  had  no  occa- 
sion to  regret  it.  In  ordinary  cases  there  will  be  but  three  points  of 
hsemorrhage  which  will  require  attention.  One  immediately  in  front, 
and  the  others,  one  on  each  side,  slightly  nearer  the  front  than  the 
back.  The  forceps  are  supposed  to  have  but  a  superficial  grip,  seizing 
no  deeper  than  the  mucous  membrane.  When  the  amputation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  is  complete,  the  upper  part  has  a  tendency  to  with- 
draw upwards  into  the  middle  rectum,  and  should  be  allowed  to  do 
so  as  soon  as  all  hsemorrhagic  points  have  been  well  secured. 

Fig.  7  illustrates  the  appearance  of  the  field  of  operations  at  this 
point  in  the  work ;  the  retracting  mucous  membrane  in  the  centre, 
the  forceps  seizing  the  part  to  be  removed  at  the  circumference,  and 
the  dark  rim  between  them  showing  the  divergence  of  the  severed 
membrane  uncovering  the  muscular  coating  of  the  bowel,  the  areolar 
layer  between  muscle  and  mucous  membrane  being  so  thin  and  web- 
like as  to  furnish  but  little  obstruction  to  the  view  of  the  muscular 
layer.  Without  employing  the  index  finger  as  a  guide,  as  mentioned 
previously,  the  muscular  coating  of  the  bowel  is  apt  to  be  mistaken 
for  one  of  the  sphincters;  but  it  need  not  confuse  the  operator 
even  in  such  cases  if,  as  he  dissects  the  hsBmorrhoidal  mass  down- 
ward, he  exercises  care  not  to  destroy  any  muscular  fibre  whatsoever. 
The  muscular  coat  is  then  but  a  guide  which  he  can  safely  follow  in 
his  dissection  until  it  be  complete  at  the  anus.  Where  there  is  con- 
siderable tendency  to  prolapse  of  the  bowel,  it  is  not  a  mistake  to  re- 
move a  portion  of  the  muscular  coat,  provided  the  sphincters  be  care- 
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fully  located  and  left  uninjured.  When  the  bypertrophied  inueoos 
membrane  and  its  hsemorrhoidal  attachments  have  l)een  thus  cleanly 
and  completely  dissected  downwards,  uncovering  first  the  muscular 
layer  of  the  gut  and  then  the  sphincters  ani,  the  tissues  (with  forceps 
still  held  in  position  by  the  assistant,  using  gentle  traction)  will  spread 
widely  apart,  and  present  the  view  illustrated  in  Fig.  8. 

In  this  view  the  muscular  coat  (or  what  is  lefl  of  it  if  it  was  ampu- 
tated) has  withdrawn  upwards  and  has  disappeared  in  the  centre  of  the 
field,  the  external  sphincter  appearing  as  a  prominent  rim  surround- 
ing the  dark  centre,  and  the  offending  parts,  consisting  of  redundant 
membrane  and  skin,  to  the  inner  surface  of  which  are  attached  all 
hsemorrhoidal  structures,  appear  about  the  margin  of  the  wound  as  a 
long  flap  of  dissected  tissue,  completely  encircling  the  anus,  and  held 
taut  by  the  forceps  ^seizing  the  everted  margin  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane at  its  line  of  amputation.  This  long  flap  is  now  to  be  severed 
from  the  body  with  scissors,  care  being  taken  not  to  cut  away  too 
much  of  the  integument.  The  manner  of  performing  this  part  of 
the  operation  is  shown  in  Fig.  9. 

The  line  of  cutting  should  be  so  made  that  the  skin  remaining 
should  just  cover  the  sphincter  muscles,  and  constitute  the  exact 
margin  of  the  new  anus.  Fig.  10  illustrates  the  appearance  of  the 
parts  at  this  stage  of  the  operation. 

In  the  view,  one  tenaculum  seizes  the  edge  of  the  skin,  and  another 
the  previously  retracted  edge  of  the  mucous  membrane.  A  pair  of 
artery  forceps  is  now  to  seize  the  mucous  membrane  in  place  of  the 
tenaculum,  and  as  the  edge  of  the  membrane  is  brought  to  view  by 
gentle  traction^  it  is  to  be  seized  at  short  intervals  with  T-foroeps, 
after  the  manner  illustrated  in  Fig.  11,  and  so  on  until  the  entire  cir- 
cumference of  the  membrane  is  held  in  view,  and  the  parts  made  to 
present  the  appearance  illustrated  in  Fig.  12. 

Care  should  be  taken  not  to  twist  the  gut.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane is  now  to  be  carefully  stitched  to  the  integument  with  catgut, 
horsehair  or  silk,  as  the  operator  may  prefer,  the  forceps  being  re- 
moved one  by  one  as  they  become  no  longer  serviceable.  When  the 
ot>eration  is  complete,  the  parts  will  present  the  appearance  illus- 
trated in  Fig.  13,  identical  with  that  obtained  with  the  clamp  and 
English  operations. 

Retention  of  urine  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  necessitating  the 
temporary  use  of  the  catheter,  is  an  almost  invariable  sequence  of  all 
these  operations,  or  any  operation  that  involves  any  amount  of  stitch- 
ing of  anal  tissue.     Another  symptom  is  also  constant  for  a  time 
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after  all  these  operations — a  spasmodic  action  of  the  sphincters  at 
frequent  intervals.  This  can  be  avoided  by  severing  the  sphincters 
upon  one  side,  while  they  are  exposed,  just  before  applying  the 
stitches  which  bring  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane  together.  This 
practice  is  quite  satisfactory,  as  it  prevents  the  painful  spasm,  and 
does  not  appear  to  hazard  subsequent  control  of  the  bowel.  The 
stitches  should  remain  for  four  or  five  days,  and  the  bowel  be  moved 
by  an  enema  a  day  or  so  later.  The  patient  should  be  confined  to 
the  bed  for  about  ten  days  from  the  day  of  the  operation.  Subse- 
quent trimming  and  dilating  are  occasionally  necessary  to  complete 
the  work  and  secure  the  ideal  result  of  a  smooth  and  dilatable  anus. 
Fig.  14  represents  the  appearance  of  the  parts  after  the  completion 
of  the  operation. 


A  FEW  IMPORTANT  CHARACTERISTICS. 

BT  AUG.  KORNIKERFER,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
(Read  before  the  Hahnemann  Club  of  Philadelphia.) 

Although  every  true  disciple  of  Hahnemann  delights  in  the  ful- 
ness of  a  pathogenesis,  he  must,  nevertheless,  recognize  the  fact  that 
some  drugs  manifest  but  few  distinctive  symptoms,  just  as  some 
pathological  states  present  but  few  typical  symptoms.  Again,  it  is 
by  no  means  an  uncommon  occurrence  in  disease  for  a  single  per- 
sistent symptom  to  appear  as  it  were  a  centre,  around  which  all  the 
other  conditions  clustered.  These  facts  have  led  some  investigators 
to  search  out  such  single  central  symptoms  in  provings  which  they 
may  have  made,  in  order  thereby  to  facilitate  the  selection  of  the 
remedy  for  homoeopathic  use.  Dr.  Jacob  Jeanes  made  especial 
efforts  to  discover  in  his  own  provings  such  prominent  symptoms 
or  conditions,  and  his  success  in  this  fully  warrants  the  reputation 
for  astute  observation  which  he,  for  so  many  years,  enjoyed.  I 
thought  we  might  profitably  employ  the  time  of  the  Club  this 
evening  by  considering  a  few  such  remedies,  instead  of  treating  a 
single  remedy  more  fully. 

Dr.  Jeanes  gave  us :  Amygdalus  peraioa,  a  trituration  of  the  kernel 
of  the  peach-stone.  In  this  he  found  especially  characteristic:  An- 
gina faucium,  with  soreness  and  aching  pains,  but  without  any  char- 
acteristics calling  for  other  remedies. 

Anmtm  stellatum. — Pain  in  the  region  of  the  third  rib,  about  one 
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or  two  inches  from  the  edge  of  the  sternum,  generally  on  the  right 
side. 

Asparagus.  (Preparation  of  the  root). — Pain  at  the  acromion  pro- 
cess of  the  left  scapula,  also  under  the  clavicle  and  down  the  arm, 
with  extreme  feebleness  of  the  pulse.  This  remedy  has  afforded 
marked  relief  in  hydrothorax,  with  feeble  hearths  action. 

Chenopodium  sem. — Dull  pain  a  little  lower  down  than  the  infe- 
rior angle  of  the  right  scapula,  but  nearer  the  spine.  This  symp- 
tom has  proved  characteristic  in  hepatic  and  pulmonary  affec;tions. 
Chelidonium  maj.  has  a  similar  symptom  below  the  inferior  angle 
of  the  right  scapula,  but  involving  a  larger  surface,  and  often  felt 
as  if  in  the  liver. 

Chotos  terrapina, — The  provings  were  made  with  the  second  cen- 
tesimal dilution  gtt.  ij.  in  aqua  font,  f  5i>  Cramps  or  cramplike  pains 
in  the  calves  and  feet,  also  in  the  thighs,  or  even  in  the  abdomen. 
Has  proved  curative  in  cramps  in  the  calves  at  night,  from  various 
causes.  I  have  also  used  it  successfully  in  rheumatism,  involving 
the  whole  body,  but  characterized  by  violent  cramplike  pains  in  the 
extremities,  the  muscles  becoming  hard  and  knotty  during  the  in- 
tensity of  the  pains. 

Chimaphila  umbdlata  was  given  by  Jeanes  with  benefit  in  ptery- 
gium, and  has  been  recommended  in  cataract.  The  itrhing  of  the 
edges  of  the  eyelids  and  itching  of  the  inside  of  the  lids  seem  to  be 
characteristic. 

Dolichos  pruriena. — Soreness  and  tenderness  of  the  gums,  even  in 
teething  children.  Jeanes  observed  convulsions  follow  its  use  in 
one  case  during  teething,  after  which  he  always  gave  a  dose  of  aco- 
nite before  administering  the  dolichos.  It  has  also  proved  curative 
in  cough  on  lying  down  at  night ;  pain  as  from  a  splinter  near  the 
right  tonsil,  worse  when  swallowing.  This  pain,  like  a  splinter,  re- 
minds us  of  hepar,  si  lie,  car  bo  veg.  and  nitr.  ac.  . 

GauUheria.  (Preparation  of  the  berries). — Soreness  and  jarring 
from  cough,  as  if  in  the  anterior  mediastinum,  at  times  also  in  the 
larynx.  Cough  usually  dry,  similar  to  bryonia,  but  the  soreness  is 
less  distributed  through  the  chest. 

Ipomea  nil.  (Tincture  from  the  seed). — Aching  in  the  small  of  the 
back  and  below ;  in  the  lumbar  and  sacral  regions.  Rheumatic 
pains  in  the  extremities,  es|>ecially  in  the  arms.  Has  proved  cura- 
tive in  the  lumbar-pains  accompanying  uterine  and  renal  affections, 
as  well  as  in  rheumatoid  states;  also  renal  colic. 

Juglans  cathartioa,  (Tincture  of  the  bark  from  young  branches). — 
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Severe  occipital  and  sab-occipital  headache ;  also  has  violent  pains 
in  the  region  of  the  axis  vertebra.  Dr.  B.  F.  Betts  has  used  the 
juglans  regia  with  marked  success  in  boils,  appearing  in  crops,  in 
the  axilla. 

Lobelia  coerviia. — Pain  or  aching  in  the  posterior  aspect  of  the 
spleen. 

Mel.  cum  sale.  (Trituration  of  honey  with  salt). — Sore,  stiff  tender 
feeling  in  the  hypogastrium.  Tenderness  in  the  left  side  of  the  ab- 
domen, brought  on  by  twisting  or  moving  the  body  as  if  some  inter- 
nal sensitive  part  were  put  on  the  stretch.  Pain  in  jthe  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen,  more  perceptible  on  twisting  the  body.  Sensation 
as  if  the  bladder  might  be  too  full  of  urine  (which,  however,  was  not 
the  case.)  Pain  from  the  sacrum  toward  the  pubes.  Some  of  the 
abdominal  pains  seem  to  be  in  the  region  of  the  ureters,  caasing  a 
suspicion  of  complication  with  some  trouble  of  the  kidneys.  These 
symptoms  have  been  verified  in  congestion  of  the  female  pelvic 
viscera. 

Pix  liquida,  (Preparation  of  the  Carolina  pitch). — Sore  pain  in 
the  chest,  about  two  inches  from  the  left  axilla,  on  a  line  with  its 
anterior  border. 

Stramonium.  (Tincture  of  the  seeds). — Hip-joint  disease  of  the 
left  side,  useful  even  after  pus  has  developed. 

Ulmus  rub. — Tingling  "  as  if  asleep  ''  in  the  lower  extremities ; 
aching  pains  in  the  thighs. 

Ustilago  mad. — HsBmatemesis,  profuse,  blood  dark,  accompanied 
by  nausea  which  improves  after  the  vomiting  of  blood.  The  poten- 
cies used  in  the  provings  of  these  remedies,  were  usually  quite  low, 
though,  in  practice.  Dr.  Jeanes  used  from  the  third  to  the  one  hun- 
dredth potency.  Most  of  the  higher  potencies  were  run  up  in  water 
except  the  last  of  each  remedy,  which  was  made  with  alcohol  £rpm 
the  pharmacy. 


ABSCESS  OF  MIDDLE  EAR,  WITH  MENINGEAL  SYMPTOMS, 

BT -ALFRED  HEATH,  F.L.S.,  M.D.,   LONDON,   ENGLAND. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  servant  girl  whom  I  had 

recently  treated  for  an  abscess  which  discharged  itself  down  the 

pharynx,  and  from  which  she  had  quite  recovered.     I  found  her  in 

the  kitchen  quite  insensible,  with  flushed  face  and  slightly  delirious. 
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I  immediately  gave  her,  on  her  tongue,  two  or  three  drops  of  bella- 
donna, 3d  decimal  dilution,  with  the  result  that  within  one  minute 
she  b^au  to  crj,  but  was  still  quite  unconscious.  I  ordered  her  to  be 
removed  to  her  bed,  and  whilst  she  was  being  undressed  they  told  me 
she  had  been  drinking  coffee,  which  was  unusual.  Knowing  what  I 
had  recently  treated  her  for,  and  suspecting  that  another  abscess  was 
forming,  and  thinking  that  the  coffee  might  in  some  way  have  upset 
her,  I  then  gave  a  dose  of  opium  as  the  antidote  to  coffee.  In  what 
seemed  to  be  only  a  few  seconds  she  o|)ened  her  eyes  and  exclaimed : 
"  How  came  I  in  here?"  She  was  put  to  bed,  and  I  left  belladonna 
to  be  given  to  her.  She  got  worse  from  hour  to  hour ;  developed  a 
high  state  of  fever;  temperature  104®  P.,  with  delirium ;  at  times 
screaming,  at  others  quite  unconscious ;  when  sensible,  great  dread 
of  any  one  going  near  her,  and  constantly  moving  her  hand  around 
her  temple  on  the  left  side  as  if  to  ward  off  people,  crying  out, 
"  Keep  away  !  keep  away !"  Occasionally  she  would  be  quite  her- 
self, but  always  complained  of  the  most  excruciating  pains,  which 
she  described  as  like  a  ball  of  fire  in  her  head.  A  hospital  nurse  was 
always  with  her.  I  asked  one  of  the  leading  London  homoeopathic 
physicians  to  see  her.  He  said  she  was  in  a  most  dangerous  condition, 
and  might  die  at  any  moment,  but  that  I  could  not  do  better  than 
keep  on  with  the  belladonna.  The  following  day  when  I  went  to 
see  her  the  nurse  said  she  had  had  a  very  sleepless  night ;  seeming  to 
be  lieavy  with  sleep^  bid  unable  to  ;  also  wandering ;  imagined  she  was 
up  in  the  ceiling,  and  wanted  to  know  why  they  had  put  her  up 
there.  Opium  has  the  sleep  conditions,  and  also  produces  the  symp- 
toms that  the  patient  imagines  he  is  hovering  in  the  air.  This  was  the 
nearest  to  the  mental  condition,  and  I  gave  a  dose  of  opium,  3d  deci- 
mal (one  only  was  needful),  with  the  result  that  she  had  a  long  and 
refreshing  sleep,  and  never  aftervrards  complained  of  being  up  in  the 
ceiling.  Two  mornings  after  this  I  found  she  had  again  been  sleep- 
less all  night,  and  in  answer  to  every  question  I  put  to  her  she  laughed 
in  a  very  silly  manner.  For  this  condition  I  gave  her  one  dose  of 
hyoscyamus,  8d  decimal.  She  fell  into  a  sound  sleep  at  once,  and 
all  the  laughter  disappeared.  She  was  still  taking  the  belladonna  as 
a  regular  medicine.  A  few  days  later,  when  I  called  I  found  she 
had  a  flushed  Icil  cheek.  There  had  been  a  good  deal  cf  neuralgia 
in  the  night,  and  she  still  had  it,  and  also  the  terrible  pains  in  her 
left  temple.  So  I  thought  I  would  change  the  medicine  to  chamo- 
milla,  3d  decimal,  and  I  mixed  and  gave  it  at  once.  When  I  called 
in  the  evening  I  found  she  had  been  absolutely  free  from  pain  of  every 
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iind  after  taking  the  medicine,  and  I  went  away  with  a  very  small 
idea  of  myself,  thinking  that  I  had  been  treating  a  simple  case  of 
Denralgia  for  more  than  a  week,  and  that  there  was  no  abscess  after 
all.  Imagine  my  astonishment  the  next  morning  when  I  was  in- 
formed that  in  the  early  morning  the  abscess  had  broken,  and  that  a 
torrent  of  matter  and  blood  had  come  down  from  the  head  by  way 
of  the  pharynx,  which  had  almost  choked  the  girl.  So  that,  under 
the  action  of  chamomilla,  3d  decimal,  the  whole  of  the  frightful  pain 
which  had  made  her  insensible  and  delirious  at  lutevyeAs,  had  entirely 
ceased  eighteen  hours  before  the  abscese  broke.  She  made  a  perfect 
recovery. 


FIBROID  TUMORS  AND  THEIR  TREATMENT  BY  THE  MILDER 
ELECTRICAL  CURRENTS. 

BY  P.  B.  CALDWELL,  M.D.,  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 
(Read  before  the  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  of  Kings  County.) 

At  the  present  time  there  is  perhaps  no  subject  that  attracts  more 
attention,  or  elicits  more  thought  from  the  gynsecologist,  than  the 
treatment  of  fibroid  tumors  of  the  uterus. 

That  they  are  sometimes  successfully  treated  medicinally  is  a 
matter  of  record,  but  the  process  is  a  slow  one  at  the  best,  and  very 
often  unfavorable  circumstances  and  lack  of  time  render  the  best 
efforts  in  this  direction  useless. 

It  is  to  galvanism  we  look  at  the  present  time  as  the  most  success- 
ful agent  for  their  permanent  relief,  and  as  we  grow  in  knowledge 
of  the  wonderful  power  for  good  stored  away  in  the  various  forms  of 
electricity,  we  may  hope  to  meet  with  more  and  more  success  in  the 
cure  of  this  obstinate  difficulty. 

The  methods  of  application  of  the  galvanic  current  are  undoubt- 
edly familiar  to  you  all,  that  of  Apostoli  being  the  one  most  talked 
of  and  the  most  frequently  employed.  Very  powerful  currents, 
varying  from  160  to  250  milliamperes  are  used,  often  with  the 
needle  and  puncture  and  intrauterine  electrode.  It  is  my  wish  in 
this  impromptu  paper  to  invite  some  discussion  upon  the  strength  of 
the  current  to  be  used.  Let  me  put  it,  then,  in  this  form  :  Do  such 
heroic  doses  accomplish  the  desired  result  more  quickly  and  with 
less  pain  and  risk  to  the  patient  than  a  current  ranging  from  76  to 
160  milliamperes?    Generally  speaking,  my  own   experience  has 
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been,  in  all  applications  of  electricity,  that  the  same  electrical  effect 
may  be  obtained  with  a  milder  current  as  with  a  strong  one.  Pow- 
erful currents  will  occasion  more  or  less  pain,  and  if  used  at  the  first 
treatment  will  often  give  rise  to  so  much  discomfort  as  to  keep  a 
patient  from  ever  taking  the  second. 

Not  many  months  ago  a  lady  in  this  city  was  recommended  to 
come  to  me  for  treatment  for  a  *'  fibroid,"  but  because  of  one  of  these 
very  heroic  applications,  from  the  effects  of  which  she  did  not  recover 
for  several  weeks,  she  could  not  be  induced  to  try  electricity  again. 
The  knife  was  then  the  only  resort,  to  which  she  consented,  but  with 
a  fatal  result.  From  former  ex[)eriences  I  cannot  but  feel  that  she 
might  be  alive  and  doing  well  to-day  under  the  milder  current. 

Whenever  I  do  use  the  heroic  currents  it  is  only  after  I  thoroughly 
know  my  patient  and  have  her  entire  confidence,  and  after  trying 
both  have  often  seen  a  tumor  reduced  more  quickly,  and  with  better 
results  upon  the  general  health,  with  the  lesser  current 

Another  question  is,  do  we  obtain  better  results  by  using  an  intra- 
uterine platinum  electrode  or  a  properly  covered  cervical  electrode? 
Except  in  cases  of  haemorrhagic  fibroids,  where  I  wish  to  get  the 
cauterizing  effect,  my  own  preference  is  for  a  round  ball  electrode, 
or  a  cervical  electrode  smoothly  covered  with  chamois  skin.  It 
accomplishes  the  work  just  as  quickly  and  without  the  uncomfortable 
bearing-down  pain  that  the  intrauterine  electrode  frequently  pro- 
duces. 

Of  the  various  cases  that  I  have  treated,  perhaps  these  will  serve 
as  types : 

Miss ,  fiBt.  36,  came  under  my  care,  suffering  from  a  very 

large  heemorrhagic  fibroid.  While  in  figure  she  was  short  and  slight, 
her  waist  measured  32^  inches,  and  she  looked  like  a  pr^nant 
woman  at  full  term.  Four  treatments  a  week  were  given  with  the 
ball  electrode  attached  to  the  positive  pole  and  the  negative  to  a 
large  abdominal  pad,  using  a  current  of  75  milliamperes.  She  re- 
ported as  follows : 

First  treatment,  April  5th. 

April  19th,  measurement  31^. 

April  26th,  measurement  31^. 

May  9th,  measurement  31. 

May  15th,  measurement  30|. 

June  1st,  measurement  30. 

Her  general  health  improved,  haemorrhages  ceased,  and  the  tumor 
was  so  reduced  as  to  cause  no  suffering.     It  could  be  shaken  ;  it  was 
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80  loose.  The  only  unsatisfactory  feature  in  the  case  was  that  she 
could  not  have  remained  longer  under  the  treatment. 

Case  II. — Miss  ,  set.  34,  also  an  enormous  hsemorrhagic 

fibroid.  The  haemorrhages  at  the  menstrual  periods  were  so  profuse 
that  tampons  had  to  be  used,  and  two  years  before  coming  under 
my  care  both  ovaries  had  been  removed  in  the  hope  of  stopping  the 
haemorrhage^  but  with  the  result  of  leaving  her  as  "  regular  "  as  she 
was  before.  The  tumor  was  so  impacted  in  the  pelvis — in  fact  the 
uterus  itself  seemed  to  be  a  fibroid — that  it  was  impossible  to  use  the 
intrauterine  electrode,  and  the  ball  electrode  could  only  be  intro- 
duced into  the  vagina  a  short  way.  The  treatment  was  the  same  as 
in  the  former  case.  It  immediately  relieved  the  haemorrhages,  im- 
proved her  general  health — as  she  was  very  ansBmic — and  the  tumor 
was  steadily  decreasing  in  size  when  she,  too,  was  also  compelled  to 
leave  for  her  home. 

Case  III. — Mrs. ,  set.  48,  has  had  a  fibroid  for  a  number  of 

years,  and  been  told  by  a  number  of  physicians  that  nothing  could 
be  done  for  her,  but  at  the  change  of  life  it  would  disappear.  It 
however  increased  all  the  more  at  that  time.  It  was  an  immense 
tumor  impacted  firmly  in  the  pelvis  and  rising  well  above  it.  Caused 
very  aggravating  constipation  and  irritation  of  the  bladder,  with  a 
marked  degree  of  nervous  prostration.  She  said  she  felt  all  the 
time  as  she  did  in  the  last  days  of  her  first  pregnancy.  The  ball 
electrode  was  also  used  in  this  case  in  the  posterior  cul-de-sac,  with  a 
very  large  external  pad,  positive  internally,  negative  externally, 
with  a  current  of  100  milliamperes  for  seventeen  minutes,  applied 
three  times  a  week. 

She  improved  in  general  health  from  the  first  treatment,  and  in 
three  months'  time  the  tumor  was  so  reduced  as  to  relieve  the  bladder 
irritation  and  constipation  and  to  cause  a  marked  difference  in  her 
size^  the  tumor  being  easily  shaken  now  in  the  abdomen.  After  a 
rest  of  a  few  weeks  she  is  again  under  my  care,  and  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  carry  the  case  on  to  a  result  that  will  be  satisfactory,  not 
only  to  the  patient,  but  to  myself  from  a  professional  point  of  view. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion,  that  Cases  I.  and  II.,  since  their  return 
to  their  respective  homes,  have  done  finely,  and  from  a  large  experi- 
ence my  positive  opinion  is,  that  the  galvanic  current,  when  properly 
applied,  will  in  a  large  per  cent,  of  cases  reduce  the  tumor  to  a  large 
degree,  and  at  the  same  time  destroy  its  vitality.  Will  restore  the 
patient's  general  health,  and  allow  her  to  live  out  her  allotted  time 
in  comfort  and  happiness. 
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HYDRASTININ  FOR  UTERINE  HiEHORRHAGE~DR.  EDMUND  FALK. 

(Translated  from  the  Archly,  mr  Oynskologle,  p.  296,  Heit  2, 1890,  bj  O.  R.  Southwiek,  UJ>.) 

HvoRASTiy  (CjiHjiNOj)  is  resolved  by  oxidation  into  a  base, 
hydrastinin,  and  into  an  acid,  opianic  acid.  Tlie  new  base,  hydras- 
tinin,  has  the  formula  CnHi^NOs,  is  perfectly  white  in  the  pure  state, 
melts  at  116^-117^.  (The  writer  does  not  state  the  scale)  and  con> 
tains  a  molecule  of  water  of  crystallization  so  firmly  bound  that  it  is 
not  lost  in  recrystallization  from  non-aqueous  solutions.  Hydrastinia 
is  very  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether  and  chloroform.  It  is  dissolved  with 
more  difficulty  in  warm  water  and  with  most  acids  forms  a  salt  easily 
soluble  in  water.  The  hydrochloric  acid  salt  is  colored  light  yellow, 
dissolves  easily  in  water  and  the  solution  shows  a  light  fluorescence. 

In  cold-blooded  animals,  we  can  differentiate  two  stages  in  the 
action  of  hydrastin.  In  the  former,  from  irritation  of  the  spinal 
cord,  there  is  an  increase  of  the  reflexes,  which  may  lead  to  severe 
tetanic  convulsions.  In  large  doses,  the  second  stage  is  quickly 
reached,  that  of  complete  paralysis.  In  hydrastinin,  on  the  contrary, 
the  irritation  of  the  spinal  cord  is  wanting ;  it  causes  a  paralysis 
depending  for  its  eflect  on  the  motor  sphere  of  the  spinal  cord, 
although  the  dose  of  hydrastinin  must  be  twenty  times  greater  thaa 
hydrastin  to«cause  poisoning. 

Hydrastin  has  also  a  local  eflfect.  At  the  site  of  injection  the  ex- 
tremity becomes  hard  as  a  board,  there  is  extreme  rigidity  of  the 
muscle.  Reflexes  are  not  excited  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  site  of 
injection ;  nerves  and  muscles  lose  their  electrical  excitability. 
Hydrastinin  shows  no  such  injurious  eflects,  neither  in  the  warm- 
blooded animals  nor  in  the  cold-blooded,  nor  is  there  any  local  effect 
after  subcutaneous  injections. 

The  different  action  on  the  heart  between  hydrastin  and  hydrastinin 
is  quite  remarkable.  Hydrastin  is  a  marked  cardiac  poison ;  it  causes 
arrest  of  the  heart's  action  in  the  diastole,  probably  from  a  paralysis 
of  the  automatic  centre.  The  inhibitory  ganglia  are  early  paralyzed ; 
accordingly  with  small  doses,  acceleration  of  the  pulse  precedes  re- 
tarding of  the  heart's  action.  Hydrastinin,  on  the  other  hand,  is  not 
a  cardiac  poison ;  it  rather  excites  the  heart,  as  we  observe  after  placing 
the  isolated  frog's  heart  in  Williams's  apparatus,  a  sinking  of  the 
blood-pressure  from  hydrastin  and  an  increase  of  blood-pressure  after 
hydrastinin. 
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We  also  find  in  warm-blooded  animals  a  paralytic  efiect  on  the 
motor  centre  and  an  action  on  the  reflex  ganglia  in  the  spinal  cord, 
which  kills  the  animal  from  tetanic  convnlsions^  either  spontaneous 
or  is  caused  bj  repeated  peripheral  irritation. 

Hydrastinin  shows,  as  the  most  important  symptom  of  poisoning, 
a  pure  central  paralysis^  causing  death  from  its  effect  on  the  respiratory 
centre. 

Hydrastin  would  cause  an  increase  of  blood-pressure  of  10-20  mm., 
but  never  raising  the  original  pressure  more  than  30  mm.,  while  the 
increase  of  blood-pressure  from  hydrastinin  was  never  less  than  60 
mm.,  and  sometimes  reached  80  to  100  mm.  This  increase  of 
pressure  was  clearly  due  to  contraction  of  the  bloodvessels. 

With  hydrastin,  the  increased  blood-pressure  stops  far  below  the 
original  position  and  the  vascular  system  shows  marked  relaxation. 
According  to  Fellner's  investigations  the  fluid  extract  of  hydrastis 
canadensis  has  a  similar  effect,  Le.,  in  rabbits  it  causes  marked  varia- 
tion of  blood-pressure,  marked  depression  followed  by  high  increase, 
extreme  retardation  of  the  heart's  action,  arrest  of  the  heart  and 
irregularity  in  rhythm.  Nothing  of  the  kind  takes  place  with  hydras- 
tinin ;  the  increase  of  blood-pressure  remains  moderately  high,  and 
the  contraction  of  the  vessels  continuous  and  even.  In  the  abdominal 
organs  the  contraction  of  the  bloodvessels  is  so  marked,  that  during 
the  action  of  the  hydrastinin,  the  secretion  of  urine  is  diminished  and 
with  the  highest  degree  of  blood-pressure  there  is  complete  anuria  in 
consequence  of  too  small  an  amount  of  urine  circulating  through  the 
kidneys. 

In  large  doses  we  see  with  both  hydrastin  and  hydrastinin  a  gradual 
sinking  of  blood-pressure  before  death,  but  with  hydrastin  the  lowered 
blood-pressure  cannot  be  raised  by  artificial  respiration,  a  sign  that 
the  relaxation  of  the  vessels  is  an  immediate  consequence  of  the  action 
of  hydrastin ;  on  the  contrary  with  hydrastinin  the  diminished  blood- 
pressure  can  always  be  raised  over  the  normal  by  ventilation.  The 
vascular  system  itself  therefore  shows  no  relaxation  just  before  death  ; 
the  sinking  of  blood-pressure  is  a  secondary  phenomena,  due  to  cessa- 
tion of  respiration. 

These  various  conditions  explain  that  hydrastin  acts  on  the  vaso- 
motor centre,  while  hydrastinin  acts  especially  on  the  vessels  them- 
selves as  experiments  after  paralyzing  the  vaso-motor  centres  by 
chloral  hydrate  prove;  in  these  cases  hydrastinin  causes  increase  of 
blood-pressure  which  does  not  follow  hydrastin  after  paralyzing  the 
centre.    Finally  we  observed  that  in  hydrastinin  death  could  be 
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averted  by  artificial  respiration,  while  with  hydrastin  the  blood- 
pressure  is  not  increased  and  that  in  spite  of  artificial  ventilation,  the 
heart  will  cease  to  beat,  a  proof  that  hydrastin  in  warm-blooded 
animals^  as  well,  is  a  heart  poison  in  contradistinction  to  hydrastinin. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  stronger  and  longer  vascular  contraction 
caused  by  hydrastinin  makes  it  a  far  better  remedy  for  haemorrhage 
than  hydrastin;  besides,  it  has  no  injurious  efiect  upon  the  tissues. 
The  following  cases,  treated  with  hydrastinin,  are  reported  from  the 
clinic  of  Dr.  Landau : 

I.   HEMORRHAGE  WITHOUT    LoCAL   DISEASE. 

A.  Congestive  DysmenorrhcBa, 

Case  1. — A.  G.,  18  years  old,  menstruated  for  the  first  time  in 
her  fifteenth  year.  Flows  always  six  to  eight  days ;  suffers  from 
severe  congestive  symptoms.  Uterus  small,  movable,  appendages 
free,  ovaria  duplex,  no  heart  disease.  Five  days  before  the  expected 
menstruation,  the  patient  was  given  daily  an  injection  of  0.05  hy- 
drastini  muriatici,  and  during  menstruation,  each  day,  0.08-0.1. 
The  period  lasted  three  and  one-half  days.  The  patient  lost  much 
less  blood  than  usual,  and  suffered  no  inconvenience.  The  following 
period  also  lasted  three  days  with  no  complaints. 

Case  2. — L.  L.,  »t.  17.  Menstruation  very  profuse  for  the  past 
year,  lasting  six  or  eight  days ;  with  it  large  blood-clots  were  passed, 
accompanied  by  severe  pain.  Frequent  attacks  of  faintness  and 
dizziness  ;  pale,  bloodless  appearance;  normal  condition  of  the  geni- 
tals. The  menstruation  diminished  with  the  use  of  hydrastinin. 
After  the  first  injection  the  patient  became  faint,  and  complained  two 
hours  later  of  persistent  cramping  pain  in  the  abdomen. 

Case  3. — B.  G.,  »t.  35,  duipara.  Periods  always  very  profuse, 
lasting  eight  or  ten  days;  clots  on  the  second  day  the  size  of  walnuts; 
always  congestive  dysmenorrhoeic  symptoms.  Tincture  of  ergot  used 
without  any  success.  Pendulous  abdomen;  uterus  small,  in  a  normal 
position,  movable;  erosion  of  the  cervix,  leucorrhoea.  Injections  were 
commenced  five  days  before  menstruation.  The  flow  lasted  five  and 
a  half  days,  during  which  the  patient  lost  much  less  blood  than 
usual ;  no  clots,  no  prostration  afterward,  as  was  formerly  always 
felt.  No  complaints  of  a  congestive  character.  Some  hours  after 
the  injection  there  were  crarapy  pains  in  the  abdomen.  Patient  felt 
the  sensation  of  being  laced,  and  the  pains  were  labor-like.  The 
second  menstruation  lasted  six  days,  with  hydrastinin  treatment  of 
less  amount  than  the  preceding  period.  The  same  was  true  of  the 
third  menstrual  period,  in  which  no  hydrastinin  was  employed,  and 
lasted  six  days.  The  fourth  menstruation  began  profusely,  but  be- 
came scanty  after  three  injections  and  ceased  on  the  fifth  day.  Other- 
wise the  patient  felt  well. 
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B,  Hcemorrhage  from  a  Virgin  Uterus. 

Case  4. — T.  J.,  set.  28,  unmarried.  Menstruation  profuse  and 
irregular  since  her  twelfth  year.  Periods  frequently  attended  by 
pains  in  the  sacrum  and  abdomen.  For  the  past  year  she  has  had 
two  uterine  hsemorrhages  a  month,  lasting  from  eight  to  twelve  days. 
In  September  there  were  only  six  days  in  which  there  was  no  bleed- 
ing. No  heart  disease.  Slight  retroversion,  otherwise  normal  physical 
conditions.  Last  menstruation  lasted  from  the  17th  of  September  to 
the  1st  of  October.  The  patient  was  given  an  injection  of  0.05 
every  second  day  after  the  3d  of  October.  The  next  menstruation 
began  on  the  26th  of  October,  and  lasted  three  days  without  any 
complaint.  During  it  she  was  given  daily  an  injection  of  0.1.  The 
treatment  was  continued,  and  the  next  period  appeared  on  the  1st  of 
December,  and  continued,  rather  scanty,  till  the  4th.  From  this 
time  on,  the  menstrual  periods  became  regular  and  scanty  without 
the  use  of  hydrastinin.  Besides  several  infiltrations  or  knots  in  the 
subcutaneous  tissue,  there  were  some  spots  looking  like  bruises,  the 
size  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  which  disappeared  in  two  or  three  days. 

C  Essential  'Hcemorrhages. 

Case  5. — Mrs.  K.,  »t.  28,  childless.  For  five  years  very  profuse 
menstruation,  lasting  six  or  seven  days,  with  clots.  Menstruation 
returns  every  twenty-one  days,  accompanied  by  sacral  pain  and  lassi- 
tude. She  had  been  treated  unsuccessfully  for  some  months  with 
ergotin.  No  improvement  after  curetting  the  uterus.  Genitals  nor- 
mal. After  injections,  the  two  following  menstruations  were  from 
four  to  five  days  each ;  the  first  period  was  more  scanty  than  the 
second.  Afler  the  injections  there  occurred,  a  few  times,  a  slight 
discharge  of  blood. 

Case  6. — £.  B.,  set.  24,  primipara.  The  menstrual  periods  have 
been  very  profuse  for  five  months,  and  return-  once  in  two  or  three 
weeks.  The  first  lime,  the  period  lasted  eight  days ;  the  last  period 
the  patient  flowed  fourteen  days  and  passed  large  dote  of  blood.  She 
complained  of  faintness  and  great  lassitude  during  and  after  the 
period.  The  uterus  is  small,  sharply  antiflexed,  movable,  append- 
ages free.  The  three  following  menstruations  returned,  six,  four 
and  a  half,  and  four  and  a  half  weeks  apart,  respectively,  lasting 
from  seven  to  nine  days,  with  much  less  flow  than  formerly  and  less 
prostration.  The  menstruation  again  became  very  profuse,  after  dis- 
continuing the  injections.  After  the  injections  there  were  labor-like 
pains,  and,  sometimes  a  bloody  discharge  for  a  short  time. 

II.   HiBMOBRHAOES    CAUSED    BY    PATHOLOGICAL     CHANGES    IN 

THE  Uterus. 

Case  7. — Mrs.  L.,  aet.  37,  has  had  five  children  and  seven  abor- 
tions. Afler  an  abortion  in  the  sixth  week  there  was  an  offensive, 
dark  discharge;  four  weeks  later  haemorrhage  with  clote.     This 
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lasted  eighteen  days^  and  has  been  very  profuse  for  the  last  few 
days.  The  hffioiorrhage  ceased  completely  after  two  injections  of 
0.1  hydrastinin. 

Case  8. — H.  E.,  aet.  18.  Irregular  since  her  thirteenth  year, 
usually  menstruating  too  early.  Has  flowed  nine  days  once  in  four- 
teen days  for  nine  weeks.  Ergotin  used  without  success.  Patient 
came  for  treatment  on  the  fifth  day  of  a  very  profuse  menstruation. 
The  heemorrhage  ceased  after  the  first  injection  of  0.1  hydrastinin. 
While  the  patient  had  felt  weak  after  the  injections  of  ergotin,  and 
complained  of  pain  at  the  site  of  the  injection,  no  such  symptoms 
were  experienced  after  the  injection  of  hydrastinin.  She  was  given 
two  or  three  injections  a  week  of  0.05  hydrastinin,  and  0.1  daily 
during  menstruation.  The  following  periods  occurred  three  or  four 
weeks  apart,  lasted  five  days,  were  weak,  and  without  lassitude  or 
intermenstrual  haemorrhages. 

Case  9. — C.  H.,  set.  29.  The  menstruation  has  been  very  pro- 
fuse, lasting  six  days  for  eleven  years.  lately  she  has  been  irregular, 
and  the  periods  appear  once  in  two  weeks.  After  injections  of  hy- 
drastinin the  menstruation  became  regular,  scanty,  fluid,  and  the 
patient  feels  better. 

Case  10. — K.,  set.  38;  had  four  children.  Since  an  abortion, 
three  years  previous,  the  patient  has  complained  of  sacral  and  ab- 
dominal pains.  The  periods  became  irregular,  every  twenty-four 
days,  and  lasted  eight  days.  Curetting  and  ergotin  used  unsuccess- 
fully. The  vaginal  portion  is  missing.  There  is  metritis  and  endo- 
metritis. In  spite  of  regular  treatment  there  was  no  special  effect 
on  the  flowing,  though  other  complaints  improved. 

Case  11. — L.,  set.  26.  Metritis  and  endometritis  followed  a  pre- 
mature labor,  fifteen  months  previously.  This  made  the  menstrua- 
tion profuse  and  |)ainful,  every  two  or  three  weeks,  lasting  eight 
days.  Curetting  without  success.  After  injections  of  hydrastinin 
the  menstruation  became  regular,  lasted  a  shorter  time,  three  to  six 
days,  much  less  flowing  and  pain.  The  periods  continued  regular 
without  the  hydrastinin. 

Case  12. — B.,  »t,  33.  In  consequence  of  metritis  and  endome- 
tritis the  menstruation  has  been  very  profuse  for  two  years,  lasting 
eight  days,  and  in  the  intermenstrual  period  there  is  almost  always 
bloody  leucorrhcea,  sacral  and  abdominal  pains,  which  are  so  severe 
during  menstruation  as  to  confine  her  in  bed.  She  was  treated  five 
weeks  with  hydrastinin  (twenty-three  injections)  without  any  effect 
on  the  haemorrhage,  but  the  bloody  leucorrhoea  became  more  scanty. 
Marked  improvement  followed  curetting  the  uterus  and  using 
hydrastinin. 

Case  13,  set.  40. — For  six  months,  in  consequence  of  endometritis, 
the  menses  have  appeared  every  three  weeks,  very  profuse,  clotted, 
lasting  seven  days,  accompanied  by  pain  in  sacrum  and  head,  sleep- 
lessness and  much  prostration.  Intermenstrual  bleedings  were  of 
common  occurrence.  After  regular  treatment  the  period  returned 
in  four  weeks,  lasting  three  and  one-half  days,  fluid  and  much  re- 
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lief  of  all  the  symptoms.  After  cessation  of  treatment  the  following 
periods  appeared  once  in  twenty-four  days,  lasted  three  to  four  days, 
were  scanty,  painless  and  there  were  no  intermenstrual  bleedings. 
After  the  injections  the  patient  sometimes  had  a  little  flowing,  lasting 
for  a  couple  of  hours. 

Case  14,  »t.  25. — Had  three  children  and  one  abortion.  Endo- 
metritis followed  a  labor,  two  years  previous;  since  then  the  men- 
struation has  been  very  profuse,  lasting  nine  days;  there  is  also 
r^ularly  one  or  two  days  of  intermenstrual  flowing.  The  finger 
enters  the  cervical  canal  as  far  as  the  os  internum.  The  uterus  is 
10  cm.  deep;  bleeding  after  the  use  of  the  sound  (endometritis, 
metritis).  Under  hydrastinin  treatment  the  first  menstruation  did 
not  occur  for  nearly  five  weeks,  lasted  six  days,  is  much  more  scanty 
than  formerly,  and  the  patient  does  not  feel  so  weak  as  before.  The 
following  periods  returned  once  in  four  weeks,  lasted  six  days,  and 
were  much  more  scanty  than  formerly.  There  were  no  more  inter- 
menstrual haemorrhages.  After  eight  weeks  of  treatment  the  uterus 
is  8  cm.  deep,  the  endometrium  is  less  sensitive  and  does  not  bleed. 

Case  15. — K.  N.,  »t.  22.  The  menstruation  became  very  profuse 
after  an  abortion,  a  year  previous ;  lasts  fourteen  days ;  flow  clotted, 
severe  pain  in  the  sacrum  and  abdomen.  After  injections  the  men- 
struation became  scanty,  painless  and  lasted  four  days. 

III.  HJ5M0BBHAGES  CaUBED   BY  PaBAMETBITIS,  PYOSAIi- 

PINX,  ETC. 

Case  16. — E.  D.,  aet.  22. — Neurasthenic.  For  two  years  there 
have  been  haemorrhages  every  eight  to  fourteen  days,  which  some- 
times pass  uninterrupted  into  one  another.  The  patient  flows  at 
least  fourteen  days  each  month.  Laparotomy  was  performed  and 
the  left  ovary  removed  in  July,  1887,  on  account  of  the  hcemor- 
rhages.  Repeated  curetting  and  use  of  tincture  of  ergot  without 
success.  The  patient  has  flowed  for  three  weeks,  and  very  profuse 
for  four  days.  There  is  a  small  fibroid  on  the  anterior  vaginal  wall ; 
uterus  small,  movable.  In  the  right  broad  ligament  there  is  a  tumor 
(hydrosalpinx)  about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  which  is  scarcely  mov- 
able. The  haemorrhage  ceased  after  three  injections,  but  the  patient 
complained  of  nausea  and  vomiting.  Although  the  patient  flowed 
but  a  few  days  in  the  next  three  weeks,  she  felt  no  improvement, 
and  the  treatment  was  discontinued.  Curetting  was  also  unsuc- 
cessful. 

Case  17,  aet  25. — She  complains,  for  a  year,  since  a  normal 
labor,  of  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen,  and  a  drawing  down- 
ward. The  menses  have  become  more  profuse,  appear  every  two  or 
three  weeks,  continue  eight  or  ten  days ;  once,  for  three  weeks,  so 
that  the  patient  flowed  uninterruptedly  and  was  very  weak.  Curet- 
ting without  success.  Uterus  retroflexed  ;  hydrosalpinx  dextra; 
pyosalpinx  sinistra.  Hydrastinin  injections  begun  during  men- 
struation, gave  no  relief.     Afterward,  she  received  two  or  three  in- 
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jections  a  week,  0.05  of  hydrastinin.  The  periods  then  became 
regular,  much  more  scanty  and  lasted  six  days.  There  were  fre- 
quently labor-like  pains  after  the  hypodermic  injections;  sometimes 
there  was  a  slight  flow  of  blood. 

Case  18,  set.  39. — A  very  severe  haemorrhage  at  the  commence- 
ment of  an  acute  pyosalpinx  was  at  once  arrested,  after  an  injection 
of  0.1. 

Case  19,  aet.  25. — Has  flowed  irregularly  for  fourteen  days,  and 
of  late  very  profusely.  Uterus  small,  displaced  backward  ;  on  the 
left  side,  extending  to  the  pelvic  wall,  there  is  an  exudation,  the  size 
of  a  hen's  egg.  The  ovary  is  enlarged,  the  tube  thickened  and  sur- 
rounded by  an  exudation.  The  haemorrhage  lessened  and  entirely 
ceased  after  the  second  injection  of  0.1  of  hydrastinin. 

IV.  Myomas.    (Fibroews.) 

Case  20,  aet.  36. — For  the  past  year,  menses  once  in  three  weeks; 
last  eight  to  twelve  days  ;  clotted.  The  patient  has  flowed  unin- 
terruptedly for  four  weeks;  complains  of  colicky  pains  in  the  abdo- 
men ;  urging  to  urinate ;  drawing  pains  in  the  right  limb.  Intra- 
parietal  fibroid  on  the  posterior  wall,  the  size  of  a  walnut.  The 
bleeding  became  weaker  and  ceased  entirely  after  five  injections. 
The  next  period  lasted  five  days  and  was  less  than  formerly. 

Case  21,  aet.  36. — Uterus  forced  to  the  left;  to  the  right  of  it  and 
posterior  is  a  tumor  (fibroid)  in  connection  with  the  uterus,  immov- 
able and  lying  in  the  broad  ligament.  Besides  the  profuse  men- 
struation, there  are  irregular  haemorrhages,  usually  a  four  days'  inter- 
menstrual bleeding.  She  was  treated  unsuccessfully  with  ergotin. 
The  intermenstrual  haemorrhages  ceased  after  the  regular  use  of  in- 
jections ;  the  menstruation  became  regular,  much  more  scanty  and 
weakened  the  patient  much  less  than  formerly. 

Case  22,  aet.  39. — Multiple  myoma  (fibroid)  in  the  wall  of  the 
uterus,  the  size  of  a  child's  head.  Tumors  (fibroids),  the  size  of  a 
fist,  extend  into  both  broad  ligaments.  Menorrhagias,  besides  ir- 
regular haemorrhages.  After  two  injections  of  O.l  of  hydrastinin, 
used  during  the  bleeding,  the  haemorrhage  ceased. 

Case  23,  aet.  49. — For  seven  years,  sacral  pains  and  monorrhagia. 
Had  been  treated  with  ergotin  three  months  and  a  half,  without  suc- 
cess. She  had  an  abscess  develop  in  the  abdominal  wall,  but  the 
haemorrhage  did  not  diminish.  Recently,  menstruation  has  become 
irregular;  lasts  fourteen  days,  after  which  the  patient  feels  very  much 
prostrated.  There  are  two  tumors,  distinctly  separable  from  one 
another ;  on  the  right  is  one,  immovable,  round,  about  the  size  of  a 
child's  head,  with  a  broad  base  attached  to  the  lower  and  posterior 
segment  of  the  uterus.  The  uterus,  with  the  second  tumor,  extends 
to  a  finger's  breadth  below  the  navel.  The  largest  transverse  diameter 
is  nineteen  and  a  half  centimetres.  The  menstruation  was  lessened 
by  hydrastinin  injections,  lasting  four  days^  and  the  patient  does  not 
feel  as  weak« 
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Case  24,  set.  43. — A  beginning  intramural  fibroid  in  aretroflexed 
uterus.  Menstruation  very  profuse,  lasting  thirteen  days,  with  severe 
sacral  pains ;  lately,  menses  appear  every  three  weeks.  After  the 
use  of  hydrastinin,  the  following  menstruation  appeared,  after  four 
to  four  and  a  half  weeks,  was  very  much  less,  and  only  lasted  five 
days.     Labor-like  pains  after  the  injections. 

Case  25,  »t.  45. — Menorrhagia,  in  consequence  of  an  interstitial 
fibroid.  A  haemorrhage,  which  had  lasted  sixteen  days  ce&sed  after 
an  injection  of  0.1  of  hydrastinini  mur.  With  continuous  treatment 
the  next  period  did  not  appear  for  six  weeks;  was  of  shorter  dura- 
tion and  more  scanty  than  formerly. 

Case  26,  set.  37. — Nullipara.  A  small,  intraparietal  fibroid  causes 
frequent,  irregular  hemorrhages;  flowing  for  eight  weeks  scarcely 
interrupted,  which  was  lessened  after  curetting,  but  did  not  cease.  It 
was  entirely  arrested  by  an  injection  of  hydrastinin. 

Case  27,  aet.  49. — Had  fourteen  children.  Last  labor  five  years 
ago.  Since  then,  the  periods  have  been  very  profuse,  l&stiug  eight  to 
fourteen  days.  Uterus  large ;  walls  concentrically  thickened ;  fibroid, 
the  size  of  a  walnut,  in  the  posterior  lower  wall.  The  periods  be- 
came very  much  weaker,  after  injections  of  hydrastinin,  and  lasted 
from  three  to  six  days. 

Case  28,  cet.  45. — Very  profuse  menstruation  for  twenty-one 
years.  In  recent  years,  the  patient  has  flowed  irregularly  for  fifteen 
to  twenty  days,  every  month.  Curetting  was  employed,  without 
efieet.  There  had  been  very  profuse  bleeding  for  three  weeks,  when 
the  patient  came  for  treatment,  having  a  pale,  bloodless  appearance, 
and  complaining  of  sacral  pains.  A  hard  tumor,  the  size  of  a  child's 
head,  of  uniform  density,  occupied  Douglas's  cut-de-sac.  The  haemor- 
rhage ceased  aftei'  four  injections,  but  the  sacral  pains  continued  un- 
diminished. The  next  period  did  not  occur  till  five  weeks  after  the 
cessation  of  the  last  menstruation,  and  was  quite  profuse. 
♦  *  ♦ 

Women  who  have  not  borne  children,  state  that  it  seems  as  if  the 
abdomen  were  laced  together,  while  women  who  have  suffbred  labor- 
pains,  emphasize  this  character  of  the  pains.  This  contracted  con- 
dition of  the  uterus  lasts  usually  several  hours,  and  women  often 
have  a  slight,  transitory  discharge  of  blood,  after  using  the  injection, 
which  often  occurs  in  the  evening,  if  the  injection  was  given  in  the 
morning.  I  can  only  explain  it  in  this  way ;  that  it  is  due  to  the 
return  of  the  uterus  to  its  ordinary  relaxed  condition,  after  the  con- 
traction due  to  the  hydrastinin  has  subsided. 

I  usually  employ  a  10  per  cent,  aqueous  solution  of  hydrastinin, 
which  will  keep  good  for  some  months,  and  inject  half  or  a  whole 
hypodermic  syringe  full,  i.e.,  0.05  to  0.1  of  hydrastinini  mur.,  and 
for  uterine  fibroids  and  menorrhagias  0.05,  twice  a  week,  in  the  in- 
termenstrual periods,  daily  six  days  before  the  period,  and  0.1  during 
the  flowing.     I  have  seen  no  bad  results  from  it. 
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A  CASE  TREATED  BY  SKIN-GRAFTING. 

BY  M.  J.  BUCK,  M.I).,  BALTIMORE,  M.D. 

The  following  case  is  reported  as  illustrating  the  results  that  may 
be  obtained  from  the  application  of  skin-grafting  after  the  method  I 
described  in  the  Hahnemannian  Monthi.y  for  March,  1890 : 

Mr.  ,  »t.  18  yearf,  was  bitten,  in  the  summer  of  1837,  by 

a  vicious  horse,  over  the  right  deltoid  region.  Erysipelas  followed 
the  injury,  and  this  in  its  turn  by  sloughing  of  the  skin  from  the 
point  of  the  acromion  process  to  within  two  inches  of  the  radio-carpal 
joint.  The  only  portion  of  the  skin  that  escaped  was  a  small  island 
about  four  inches  in  length  and  two  in  width  over  the  olecranon 
process.  It  was  certainly  the  most  extensive  denudation  I  have  ever 
seen.  The  patient  was  more  or  less  nervous,  constantly  waking  up 
in  violent  delirium.  On  my  first  visit  I  gave  him  arsenicum-  30. 
On  my  return  two  days  later  I  found  him  somewhat  improved,  though 
still  delirious  on  waking.  I  then  gave  lachesis  200,  and  on  my  next 
visit  was  gratified  to  learn  that  his  slumbers  were  more  peaoeful  and 
his  waking  more  placid.  I  dressed  the  arm  at  each  visit  with  oiled 
silk,  and  over  this  applied  a  roller  bandage  with  moderately  firm 
pressure,  taking  care  to  remove  with  scissors  any  portion  of  necrosed 
tissue  before  applying  the  dressing.  After  one  week's  treatment  it 
became  evident  that  healingninder  a  year's  time  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, unless  skin-grafting  was  resorted  to.  The  arm  was  prepared 
for  the  operation  by  enveloping  it  in  lint,  steeped  in  hot  water  and 
wrung  out  as  dry  as  possible,  and  covered  by  wax  paper.  This  dress- 
ing was  permitted  to  remain  for  twelve  hours.  I  then  applied  sixty 
grafts  taken  from  the  skin  over  the  biceps  muscle  of  the  healthy  arm, 
following  the  plan  referred  to  in  my  article  in  the  March  number  of 
this  journal.  On  removing  the  bandage  on  the  sixth  day,  1  was 
gratified  to  find  that  over  half  the  grafts  had  taken,  around  which 
granulation  was  proceeding  rapidly.  At  the  end  of  ten  days  I  re- 
peated the  setting-out  process,  putting  out  fifty  grafts,  of  which  but 
twenty  "  took."  By  this  time  1  had  over  fifty  points,  at  which  heal- 
ing was  rapidly  taking  place.  At  the  end  of  three  months  I  had, 
with  the  assistancL>  of  nature,  succeodtd  in  healing  up  a  wound  that 
would  certainly  have  taken  as  many  years,  if  it  had  healed  at  all,  by 
the  other  methods. 

The  points  upon  which  I  insist  as  important  in  the  application  of 
skin-grafting  are:  The  proper  preparation  of  the  surface,  the  making 
of  the  grafts  almost  infinitesimal  in  size,  the  pricking  of  the  denuded 
surface  with  a  fine-pointed  tenotome,  drawing  a  drop  of  blood,  and 
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pressing  the  graft  into  the  puncture  thus  made ;  the  retention  of  the 
graft  by  firm  pressure,  the  removal  of  the  dressing  not  oftener  than 
once  in  five  days,  and  the  cleansing  of  the  surface  by  carefully  pressing 
it  with  absorbent  cotton,  thus  removing  the  pus;  and  the  application 
over  each  graft  of  a  small  piece  of  oiled  silk  in  order  to  prevent  it 
from  adhering  to  the  dressing. 


The  UbE  and  Abuse  of  Soap'  and  Water. — B.  Merrill  Ricketts,  M.D.,  calls 
attention  to  a  reddened  condition  of  the  skin  of  the  face,  acct>mpanied  by  consider- 
able burning,  particularly  from  exposure  to  draughts  of  wind.  At  other  times 
quite  painful  sensations  are  experienced.  It  never  occurs  upon  any  other  portion 
of  the  body,  and  always  affects  those  who  are  fastidious  in  cleanliness,  or  in  women 
who  use  cosmetics  too  frequently  and  wash  themselves  too  often,  many  times  drying 
the  skin  by  brisk  rubbing  with  a  coarse  towel. 

His  treatment  for  the  affection  is  abstinence  from  the  use  of  water.  Dirt  is  to  be 
removed  by  olive  oil,  which  is  to  be  rubbed  off  with  some  soft  linen  or  silk.  Where 
cosmetics  and  too  frequent  washing  have  produced  the  disease,  he  recommends  that 
no  cosmetics  be  used,  and  that  olive  oil,  to  which  a  few  drops  of  carbolic  acid  have 
been  added,  be  employed  for  cleansing.  Following  its  use,  rice  powder  should  be 
liberally  dusted  on  the  face.    These  measures  will  result  in  relieving  the  un- 

Sleasant  sensations,  and  restore  the  skin  to  a  smooth,  soft,  not  desquamating  oon- 
ition. 

There  are  a  number  of  plants, — among  them  the  soap-berry  tree,  belonging  to  the 
genus  iSapindns  and  the  PhcUangium  jxtmaridianum,  of  California, — the  juice  of 
which,  when  rubbed  with  water  upon  fabrics,  makes  lather  which  answers  the  pur- 
pose of  soap.  Saponine,  as  the  substance  is  called  which  produces  thin  lather,  is 
closely  allied  to  the  glucosides,  and  is  found  in  the  soap-wort,  the  pimi)emel,  the 
root  of  the  pink,  and  in  many  other  plants. 

Soap  is  the  result  of  a  imion  of  one  or  more  acids  obtained  from  fatty  bodies  with 
alkalies  or  oxides,  the  process  consisting  in  a  substitution  of  the  alkali  for  the 
radicle  of  glycerine,  the  latter  combining  with  the  elements  of  the  water  to  form 
glycerine.    ISoft  soap  is  made  with  potash ;  hard  soap  with  soda. 

In  the  soft  soap,  which  is  principally  made  with  olive  oil,  we  find  an  excess  of 
potash,  which  causes  it  to  be  of  a  brown  ish-y  el  low  color  and  viscid.  Potash  is  a 
much  stronger  alkali  than  soda,  for  which  reason  the  soft  soap  should  not  be  used 
for  toilet  purposes.  It  is  also  prepared  from  animal  fats,  such  as  the  oil  obtained 
from  the  seal,  whale,  walrus,  manatee,  and  the  aquatic  animals  in  general.  The 
fact  that  there  are  more  or  less  iodine  and  bromine  found  in  these  oils  is  evidence 
that  they  should  not  be  used  upon  the  human  skin,  either  pure  or  converted  into 
aoap. 

Most  yegetable  oils  combined  with  carbonate  of  soda  will  make  hard  soap.  Cocoa- 
nut  and  palm  oil  soaps  give  much  lather,  but  they  contain  properties  conducive  to 
rancidity.  The  ordinary  white  Castile  soap  is  made  from  olive  oil  and  soda;  the 
green  variety  is  colored  by  the  addition  of  green  vitriol,  which  fact  should  be  suffi- 
cient evidence  to  condemn  its  lise. 

The  chief  adulterants  of  soap  are  lime,  gypsum,  heavy  spar,  stesrate  and  pipe- 
clay, while  in  the  Spanish  soaps  glue  is  frequently  found ;  all  of  which  can  be  de- 
tected by  dissolving  the  soap  in  water,  when  precipitation  of  these  substances  will 
resulL  One  hundred  parts  of  pure  soap,  dissolved  in  alcohol,  should  not  have  more 
than  three  parts  of  insoluble  matter,  and  at  least  two  of  these  parts  should  be 
soluble  in  water. 

The  author,  with  the  aid  of  Prof.  Karl  Langenbeck,  has  made  what  might  be 
termed  a  saponaceous  cream,  which  contains  neither  an  excess  of  acid  or  alkali. 
After  chemically  testing  olive  oil  and  soda,  water  is  added,  the  result  being  a  saponi- 
fication into  a  smooth,  gelatinous,  opaque,  odorless  and  neutral  mass,  which  gives 
but  little  lather  when  used  with  water.  To  this  is  added  fresh  egg-albumen,  thor- 
oughly incorporated  by  means  of  an  ordinary  egg-beater;  a  few  drops  of  oil  of 
rnees,  bergamot  or  bitter  almonds  being  added  to  give  it  an  agreeable  odor. — Joum. 
of  Cut.  and  Qen.-  Ur.  Di».,  May,  1890. 
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EDITORIAL 


A  BAD  CASE  OF  CHEEK. 

Would  that  we  possessed  a  facile  pen,  that  flowing  ink  could 
depict  our  feelings,  as  we  carefully  perused  the  Therapeutio  Oa- 
zette,  for  May,  1890,  and  found  therein  a  paper  on  the  **  Thera- 
peutic Uses  of  Sulphide  of  Calcium,"  by  Dr.  John  Aulde,  of  Phila- 
delphia. We  have,  on  former  occasions,  taken  the  opportunity  to 
express  very  plainly  our  opinions  of  Dr.  Aulde's  discoveries  re- 
garding the  beneficient  action  of  rhus  and  arsenite  of  copper  in 
disease.  But  to  give  expression  to  our  feelings  on  reading  this, 
his  last  communication,  we  find  language  inadequate.  Dr.  Aulde 
informs  ns  in  the  very  first  words  of  his  paper,  that 

"  Within  the  past  two  years  I  have  read  with  interest  many 
suggestions  covering  the  treatment  of  boils  and  carbuncles."  .  .  . 
"The  object  of  the  present  paper  is  more  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  general  practitioner  to  a  plan  which 
has  been  followed  with  very  satisfactory  results  during  the  lad 
Jive  or  six  years/'  *  etc. 

Then  follows  a  review  of  the  theory  concerning  the  microbic 
origin  of  suppurative  diseases;  our  author  naively  remarks: 

"  If  microbes  are  present  in  their  incipiency,  their  rapid  absorp- 
tion or  destruction  may  be  favored  by  the  judicious  use  of  calcium 
sulphide/' 

Dr.  Aulde  then  proceeds  to  describe  his  method  of  treating 
suppurating  diseases,  consisting  of  the  use  of  certain  antiseptic 
measures  locally,  and  the  internal  use  of  hepar  sulphur  Ix ;  no,  we 
mean  sulphide  of  calcium,  in  doses  of  one-tenth  of  a  grain, given 
every  hour  or  two.  The  only  intimation  that  we  have  as  to  the 
source  from  which  Dr.  Aulde  obtained  his  information  concern- 
ing the  drug  in  question,  is  contained  in  the  following  paragraph 
or,  rather,  sentence : 

'^  I  am  in  a  position  which  enables  me  to  confirm  all  that  has 
been  said  of  the  therapeutical  value  of  calcium  sulphide  by  Dr. 

*  Italics  ours.— Eds. 
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Afortimer  Wilson,  of  Port  Huron,  Michigan  {Therapeutic  Oazette^ 
p.  306,  1888)  in  the  treatment  of  boils,  abscesses,  pustular  acne, 
and  leucorrhoea,  and  desire  to  add  to  the  list  a  number  of  other 
diseases  which  are  not  infrequently  rebdlious  to  the  ordinary  methods 
of  treatment:'* 

The  treatment  of  paronychia  next  receives  his  attention,  and 
thus  does  he  discourse : 

"I  most  strenuously  object  to  all  palliative  remedies  which 
have  for  their  object  the  breaking  down  of  tissues,  with  a  view 
to  favor  suppuration.  Turpentine,  carbolic  acid,  iodine,  nitrate  of 
silver  and  other  caustics  and  escharotics  must  be  abandoned  when 
it  is  shown  that  their  use  does  more  harm  than  good."  .... 
**The  continuous  exhibition  of  calcium  sulphide,  as  heretofore 
indicated,  will  shortly  reduce  the  activity  of  the  inflammation, 
and  when  seen  early,  few  cases  will  go  on  to  suppuration,  while 
the  demand  for  anodynes  and  poultices  is  wholly  eliminated  from 
our  treatment,''  etc. 

Now  comes  an  admission  : 

"  I  do  not  claim  priority  in  the  use  of  the  drug,  although  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years  several  papers  from  my  pen  have  appeared 
upon  the  subject.  Possibly,  I  may  be  entitled  to  some  credit  for 
extending  the  usefulness  of  the  drug,  by  finding  some  new  appli- 
cations for  it,  and  for  calling  attention  to  these,  and  to  the  more 
general  uses,  as  originally  recommended  by  Dr.  Sydney  Ringer, 
of  London." 

No  homoeopathic  physician  would  allow  Dr.  Aulde  a  claim  for 
priority  in  the  use  of  the  drug,  even  though  he  saw  fit  to  make 
such  claim,  nor  will  he  admit  that  individual's  right  to  claim 
priority  or  rather  "credit"  for  extending  the  usefulness  of  the 
drug,  after  learning  of  the  conditions  to  which  it  has  been  newly 
(?)  applied.     Here  they  are : 

"In  the  treatment  of  ovarian  and  uterine  affections,  calcium 
sulphide  often  serves  a  double  purpose  by  preventing  the  forma- 
tion of  pus "  Not  infrequently,  displacements  of  the  uterus 

are  attended  with  ovarian  \m\n,  which,  if  not  given  attention,  re- 
sult in  salpingitis  and  a  long  train  of  ills,  that  are  only  relieved 
after  years  of  suffering  by  resort  to  the  knife.  I  have  been  for- 
tunate in  quite  a  number  of  instances  in  overcoming  this  chronic 
ailment  by  suitable  local  treatment  and  the  exhibition  of  calcium 
sulphide  in  doses  of  one-tenth  of  a  grain  at  intervals,  so  that  five 

*  Italics  ours.— Eds. 
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tablet  triturates,  each  oontaining  this  amount  of  the  drug,  are  taken 
daily." 

So  Dr.  Aulde  uses  tablet  triturates,  but  inasmuch  as  allopathic 
druggists  are  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  these  preparations, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  have  purchased  them  at  a  homoeo- 
pathic pharmacy.  But  let  us  hear  something  as  to  the  other  dis- 
to  which  the  usefulness  of  calcium  sulphide  has  been  extended. 


^'  Bronchial  catarrh,  acute,  subacute  or  chronic,  is  always  benefited 
by  the  use  of  calcium  sulphide."  ....  "By  a  rough  estimate  I 
should  judge  that  two-thirds  of  all  the  coughs  and  colds  might  be 
treated  thus,  and  with  much  better  results  than  by  the  administra- 
tion of  such  nauseating  mixtures  as  are  concocted  by  ttie  old- 
fashioned  practitioners."  ....  "Croup  is  quickly  amenable  to  this 
method  of  treatment  (calcium  sulphide),  and  when  begun  early  and 
used  faithfully,  there  will  be  less  likelihood  of  intubation  being  de- 
manded. In  the  case  of  toothache  and  earache,  and  in  fact  in  all 
diseases  in  which  suppuration  is  threatened,  calcium  sulphide  pro- 
duces results  that  are,  to  say  the  least,  remarkable." 

The  above-named  affections  are  the  ones  to  which  Dr.  Aulde  has 
extended  the  usefulness  of  hepar  sulphur,  cUiaa  calcium  sulphide. 
Can  our  readers  fail  to  be  amused  at  the  cheek  of  such  a  claim  ? 
Credit,  indeed,  for  such  discoveries !  At  the  time  when  Dr.  Aulde 
was  playing  with  his  toys,  homoeopathic  physicians  in  this  country 
and  elsewhere  were  employing  hepar  sulphur,  or,  as  he  is  pleased  to 
call  it,  calcium  sulphide — a  rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as 
sweet — in  the  treatment  of  paronychia,  ovarian  and  uterine  affections 
with  suppuration,  bronchial  catarrh,  croup,  toothache,  earache,  and 
hosts  of  other  affections,  concerning  which  he  will  learn  the  applica- 
bility of  the  drug  in  the  near  or  remote  future. 


MEDICINE  VS.  POLITICS, 


We  have  read  with  pleasure  a  reprint  from  the  editorial  pages  of 
the  Nero  England  Medical  Gazette  bearing  the  above-named  title. 
Our  esteemed  contemporary  has  always  taken  a  very  lively  interest 
in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy ;  so  we  consider  its  utterances  on  this  subject  of  vital 
importance.  We  will  agree  most  cordially  with  our  contemporary, 
that  the  mingling  of  political  with  scientific  methods  at  our  national 
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meetings  is  an  evil  requiring  correction.  Still  it  is  far  easier  to  point 
out  the  faults  of  existing  methods  than  to  formulate  remedies.  A 
certain  amount  of  electioneering  is  not  only  necessary  but  healthful ; 
it  is  only  when  the  electioneering  is  carried  to  excess,  and  this  is  now 
the  case,  that  it  becomes  an  evil.  The  nominating  speeches  with 
which  candidates  are  introduced  on  the  floor  of  the  Institute  are  not 
of  the  slightest  use  to  the  Institute  as  a  body.  We  most  cordially 
endorse  the  proposition  already  made  to  the  Institute,  that  these  be 
done  away  with  entirely. 

Some  time  ago  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly  offered  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  nominations  be  made  by  a  nominating  committee, 
said  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  State  represented 
in  the  attendance  at  the  session.  The  advantage  to  be  derive<l  from 
this  method  is  that  the  committee  could  discuss  quietly  the  merits  of 
various  candidates,  and  report  the  results  of  their  deliberations  to 
the  Institute  in  the  shape  of  nominations.  Their  report  would  not 
be  liable  to  the  objection  of  having  been  animated  by  sectional 
favoritism.  The  great  objection  to  this  plan  is  that  the  committee 
must  be  appointed  by  the  President,  and  it  could  (not  necessarily 
would)  give  him  the  power  of  naming  his  successor.  As  this  plan 
has  worked  well  in  other  large  associations,  we  see  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  work  well  in  the  Institute. 

The  plan  that  has  been  in  use  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Society 
for  years  is  worthy  of  careful  consideration.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  to  nominate  and  send  to  each 
member  of  the  Society  a  list  of  two  persons  for  each  office.  "The 
ballot  box  is  then  kept  open  the  larger  part  of  the  session,  so  that 
each  member  in  attendance  can  prepare  and  quietly  deposit  his  ballot 
when  convenient.*'  This  plan  we  are  told  worked  admirably,  and 
the  society  prospered,  its  meetings  having  been  free  from  political 
methods.  Dissatisfaction  among  some  of  the  members,  however,  led, 
at  the  last  annual  meeting,  to  the  adoption  of  another  plan,  which 
we  shall  shortly  describe.  We  must  confess  that  we  like  the  old 
plan  of  conducting  the  elections  in  the  Massachusetts  Society.  It 
does  away  with  nominating  speeches,  and,  if  adopted  by  the  Insti- 
tute, would  save  two  or  three  hours  of  valuable  time  which  could  be 
devoted  to  the  scientific  work  and  general  business  of  the  session. 

The  following  are  the  new  by-laws  governing  elections  of  officers 
in  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society : 

Section  1.  The  Secretary  shall  prepare  and  send  to  all  members, 
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with  the  Dotice  of  the  annual  meeting,  an  official  ballot  with  the 
names  of  candidates,  as  follows : 

a.  The  names  of  the  existing  officers  marked  with  a  *. 

b.  The  name  of  a  candidate  for  each  office,  selected  bj  the  ezeca- 
tive  committee,  marked  with  a  f. 

c.  The  name  of  a  candidate  for  each  office,  provided  such  maj 
have  been  selected  at  a  caucus  of  members,  and  certified  to  by  at 
least  ten  members,  who  were  present  at  said  caucus,  and  who  ap- 
proved of  said  candidates,  marked  with  a  X' 

d.  The  names  of  candidates  for  each  office  shall  be  arranged  in 
alphabetical  order. 

€.  When  the  same  person  is  nominated  for  an  office  bj  more  than 
one  authority,  the  name  need  not  be  repeated,  but  the  *,  f,  or  J  may 
be  placed  before  the  name  to  indicate  the  source  of  nomination.  If 
any  candidate  decline  the  nomination,  previously  to  the  printing  of 
the  ballot,  it  shall  be  so  indicated  on  the  ballot 

S£C.  2.  The  caucus  must  be  held  and  the  names  of  the  candidates 
thus  selected  must  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  at  least 
one  month  before  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Sec.  3.  Members  shall  prepare  their  ballots  by  making  the  sign 
.  X  against  the  name  of  the  person  for  whom  they  desire  to  vote.  If 
more  names  are  thus  marked  upon  any  ballot  than  than  there  are 
officers  to  be  elected,  the  ballot  shall  not  be  counted  as  r^ards  the 
office  for  which  such  excess  is  marked.  This  shall  not,  however,  in- 
validate the  ballot  for  the  other  offices. 

Sec.  4.  Ballots  must  be  deposited  in  the  ballot  box  by  members 
In  person,  and  a  check-list  shall  be  kept  of  all  members  who  vote. 
Those  votes  only  will  be  received  and  counted  which  are  prepared  in 
the  official  manner  herein  provided  for. 

Sec.  6.  The  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  shall  specify  the  time 
during  which  the  ballot  box  shall  be  kept  open,  which  shall  be  at 
least  three  hours  on  the  day  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Sec.  6.  The  persons  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall 
be  declared  elected  to  the  respective  offices. 

The  objections  we  would  offer  to  this  plan  are  that  it  would  supply 
us  with  a  multiplicity  of  candidates;  every  large  local  society 
would  hold  its  caucus  and  present  its  candidate;  the  politicians 
would  begin  their  work,  not  at  the  meeting,  but  as  soon  as  the  secre- 
tary issued  his  annual  circular,  and  the  successful  candidate  would 
not  in  all  probability  be  a  choice  of  the  majority  of  the  Institute* 
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GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

OONDUCTKD  BY 
8.  LILIENTHAL,  M.D..  £.  M.  ORAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D.,  W.  W.  VAN  BAUN,  M.D., 


The  Tubercui^oub  Nature  of  the  So-called  Simple  PLEURirrc  Effiv 
8ION. — In  order  to  learn  the  remote  event  in  cases  of  pleuritic  effusion,  Dr.  Alfred 
G.  Barrs  took  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  the  patients  suffering  from  that  affec- 
tion who  were  in  the  Leeds  Infirmary  from  the  year  1880  to  1884  inclusive,  and 
endeavored  to  learn  if  they  were  still  living ;  if  so,  in  what  condition,  or,  if  dead, 
the  cause  of  death.  There  were  114  cases  of  pleuritic  effusion  that  were  proper 
cases  for  inquiry.  Of  these,  40  were  cases  of  empyema,  and  74  were  cases  of  pleu- 
risy with  effusion.  Of  the  74  pleurisies  with  effusion,  32  are  dead  and  25  are  living, 
and  17  could  not  be  traced ;  that  is,  there  had  been  a  death-rate  in  the  cases  that 
oonld  be  traced  of  57  per  cent,  in  the  32  fatal  cases,  the  average  age  of  the  patients 
was  32.5  years,  the  maximum  being  54  and  the  minimum  3.  As  to  the  duration  of 
life  after  the  onset  of  the  disease,  there  died  in  hospital  3 ;  died  the  day  after  leav- 
ing the  hospital,  1.  In  the  remaining  28  cases  the  average  duration  of  life  was  2} 
years,  the  maximum  being  5  years  and  the  minimum  6  months.  The  causes  of  death 
in  the  32  cases  were  as  follows:  known  phthisis,  14;  probable  phthisis,  1 ;  hip  dis- 
ease. 1;  tubercular  meningitis,!;  acute  tuberculosis,  1;  pleurisy,  3;  *' dropsy,"  2; 
*'  hydropericardium,''  1 ;  unascertained  causes,  8.  As  a  result  of  his  investigations 
the  author  adopts  the  conclusions  of  Mayer  respecting  the  after-event  in  pleuritic 
effusion  as  follows:  1.  The  majority  of  casee  of  simple  idiopathic  pleurisy,  or  of 
pleurisy  from  exposure  to  cold,  conceal  or  reveal  a  tuberculous  process.  2.  A  careful 
study  of  the  lung  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  effusion  is  more  important  as  regards 
the  prognosis  in  any  given  case  than  the  study  of  the  effusion  itself.  3.  The  imme- 
diate prognosis  in  cases  of  pleuritic  effusion  is,  under  present  conditions  of  treat- 
ment, almost  always  favorable ;  the  remoter  prognosis,  on  the  contrary,  should 
always  be  more  guarded. — British  Medical  Journal^  May  10,  1890. 

Diagnosis  of  Iodoforbc  Intoxication. — M.  Burlureaux,  speaking  of  the 
means  of  recognizing  iodoform  intoxication,  relates  the  case  of  a  soldier  who  was 
admitted  to  the  military  hospital  for  a  scarlatiniform  eruption,  which  commenced 
on  the  left  arm  three  days  after  the  application  of  an  iodoform  dressing  for  a  wound 
of  that  member.  This  eruption  was  follow^  by  desquamation,  and,  in  spite  of  the 
absence  of  sore  throat  and  albuminuria,  scarlatina  was  diagnosed.  Qowever,  learn- 
ing that  iodoform  had  been  used,  and  that  the  patient  complained  of  a  disagreeable 
taste,  a  piece  of  silver  was  placed  in  the  month,  and  immediately  a  garlic  taste  was 
experienced,  which  Poncet,  of  Lyon,  described  as  characteristic  of  iodoform.  In 
mixing  some  of  the  saliva  with'  calomel,  canary-yellow  was  obtained,  which  was 
due  to  the  formation  of  mercurial  iodide.  M.  Burlureaux  thinks  that  both  of  these 
signs  may  be  utilized  in  determining  intoxication  by  iodoform  or  iodide  of  potas- 
sium.—Jtfedieoi  Press  and  Cireukw,  April  23,  1890. 

Attacks  of  Maniacal  Deliriitm  burino  Influenza. — A  patient  of  Dr. 
Joffroy  was  taken  with  high  fever,  excessive  headache,  sore  throat,  and  a  light 
scarlatina-like  eruption.  The  latter  disappeared  in  a  few  days  with  bran-like  des- 
quamation. As  there  was  neither  the  roseola  spots  of  typhoid  fever,  nor  the  sensi- 
tiveness in  the  iliac  region,  the  physicians  thought  of  meningitis  on  account  of  the 
steady  maniacal  delirium,  with  total  loss  of  memory  and  inability  to  recognize  his 
parents  and  friends.  Sometimes  he  acted  as  if  absorbed  in  thought,  then  he  sang, 
and  tried  to  get  out  of  bed  to  go  to  his  work ;  or  again  he  was  full  of  fears  that  he 
would  be  killed.  For  two  weeks  this  delirium  lasted  day  and  night.  The  temper- 
ature kept  up  to  103^  in  spite  of  laige  doses  of  autipyrine  and  quinine.    On  the 
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eighteenth  daj  fever  and  delirium  disappeared  gradually.  A  few  days  afterwards 
he  was  convalescent,  and  soon  able  to  attend  to  hi8  business  as  well  as  ever. — BuUu. 
Med.,  26, 1890. 

Atbopinum  the  Antidote  to  Mobfhcum. — Bing  shows  that  the  lowered 
blood-pressure  caused  by  morphine  may  be  eased  up  by  a  good  dose  of  atropine; 
the  cardiac  vagi,  morbidly  irritated  by  morphine,  are  rapidly  calmed  down,  and 
the  slow  and  imperfectly-acting  heart  urged  on  to  more  satisfactory  action,  removing 
thus  simultaneously  the  two  most  dangerous  symptoms  of  morphine  poisoning,  the 
reduction  of  blood-presstire  and  the  retardation  of  the  pulse-  In  one  case  of  mor- 
phine poisoning  there  was  already  cyanosis;  depressed  breathing;  irregular,  weak 
and  rare  pulse;  enormously  contracted  pupils;  heavy  coma;  temperature  36^  in 
rectum.  Three-quarters  of  a  gramme  of  atropine,  given  in  durated  doses  by  hypo- 
dermic injections,  saved  life. — Forttekr,  <L  Med.,  5,  1890. 

NEUR06IB  OF  THE  StOMACH,  AND  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  GaSTRIC  JuiCE  IN 

Diabetes  Mellitus. — Prof.  Roeenstein,  of  Leyden,  closes  his  essay  with  this 
rlsumS:  1.  In  many  cases  of  diabetes  mellitus  free  muriatic  acid  is  absent  in  the 
gastric  juice  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  which  absence  points  strongly  to  a  state 
of  gastric  neurosis.  2.  In  many  cases  of  diabetes  mellitus  we  meet  an  extensive 
atrophy  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  in  consequence  of  an  interstitial 
g.istritis.  3.  Where  for  a  long  time  free  muriatic  acid  is  absent  in  the  gastric 
juices,  it  proves  the  atrophy  of  the  glandular  apparatus  caused  by  interstitial  in- 
flammation. 4.  The  diabetic  secretory  neurosis  of  jthe  stomach,  the  absence  of  the 
patellar  reflex  and  other  neuroses,  do  not  stand  in  a  direct  relation  to  the  gravity  of 
the  case,  in  so  far  as  it  depends  on  the  percentage  of  sugar,  aceton  and  diaoetic 
tkcid.— Berlin,  Klin.  Wockemehr.,  13,  1890. 

Hybtebical  Mutism. — Charcot  writes  that  hysterical  mutism  sets  in  suddenly, 
often  after  mental  excitement,  as  after  a  fright,  or  at  the  end  of  an  hysterical  fit  or 
during  the  course  of  an  hysterical  aphonia,  or  even  after  a  simple  laryngitis.  It 
may  last  from  a  few  hours  to  several  years,  with  free  intervals.  There  is  at  the 
same  time  absolute  aphonia,  differing  thus  from  deaf  and  dumb  persons,  who  can 
ejacujiite  the  loudest  screams.  There  is  a  motory  aphasic  state,  though  they  can 
move  lips  and  tongue.  Intelligence  remains  perfectly  normal,  and  answer  promptly 
in  writing  or  by  gestures.  When  asked  for  the  reason  of  their  mutism,  they  all 
point  to  the  throat  as  the  seat  of  their  trouble.  In  some  cases  anflesth^ia  of  the 
pharynx  and  uni-  or  bilateral  hemianarathesia  were  observed.  It  is  of  psychical 
nature,  as  it  can  be  produced  and  cured  by  hypnotic  suggestion. — Munch.  Med. 
Wochenaehr.,  12,  1890. 

Relation  of  the  Physiological  Action  of  Dbuos  to  their  Therapeutic 
Action. — Iodide  of  sodium  is  not  a  neutral  body,  which  shows  only  the  action  of 
iodide,  for  it  is  the  sodium  which  diminishes  the  arterial  tension.  Physiologists 
are  in  error,  as  Claude  Bernard  has  already  shown,  when  they  make  conclusions  on 
the  action  of  drugs  on  the  human  body  from  experiments  on  animals.  The  effects 
may  even  differ  in  the  same  animal.  Experience  has  demonstrated  that  sulphate 
of  quinine  acts  differently  in  two  febrile  patients,  as  it  has  no  action  on  the  bacillus 
of  erysipelas,  but  responds  to  the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever.  Some  affirm  that  digi- 
talis acts  only  on  the  pneumof^istric  nerves,  and  not  on  the  cardiac  muscle.  Buchard 
is  sure  that  it  acts  quite  differently  on  a  healthy  person  from  what  it  does  on  a 
sick  person.  Its  effects  may  vary  even  according  to  the  phases  of  the  disease. 
Alas !  that  doctors  constantly  change  their  fixed  ideas ;  that  physiology  rests  so 
largely  on  hypothesis,  and  we  must,  therefore,  especially  rely  on  clinicad  experi- 
ence.—5«//.  Med.,  26,  1890. 

(Straws  show  which  way  the  wind  blows.  The  best  minds  in  the  old  school  are 
dissatisfied  with  their  antiquated  notions  and  fashionable  experiments.  Let  us 
give  them  rope  enough,  and  after  groping  long  enough  in  the  dark,  the  light  of 
Similia  SimiJibus  Curantur  will  finally  dawn  upon  them.  Only  let  our  school  be  firm 
in  the  application  of  nature's  great  law. — S.  L.) 

Dipfebential  Diagnosis  between  Tabes  Dobsalis  and  Fbiedbeich's  Dis- 
ease.— In  tabes  dorsalis  (locomotor  ataxia)  the  lesions  of  the  posterior  roots  always 
correspond  in  degree  and  extent  to  the  sclerosis  of  the  corresponding  columns,  while, 
in  Friedreich's  disease,  the  changes  in  the  posterior  roots  fail  to  correspond  with 
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those  of  the  posterior  coliimnfi,  disease  of  which  latter  being  always  far  more  pro- 
nounced. The  absence  of  sensory  troubles  in  Friedreich's  disease  may  here  find 
ii8  explanation,  as  the  peripheric  nerves  are  here  not  so  much  affected,  while  in 
locomotor  ataxy  we  often  meet  a  peripheric  neuritis. — S^aine  Hed.,  9,  1890. 

AnTiPYRiNE. — Antipyrine,  in  combination  with  other  drugs,  decomposes  easily. 
A  mixture,  containing  four  grammes  antipyrine  and  five  grammes  chloral  to  fifteen 
grammes  water,  forms  a  milky  emulsion  and  an  oily  liouid  is  eliminated.  Anti> 
pyrine,  in  combination  with  extract  cort.  cinchonse,  proaiices  a  precipitate  which 
contains  all  the  active  parts,  and  the  liquid  contains  hardly  a  trace  of  the  drug. 
Antipyrine,  mixed  with  salicylate  of  soda,  forms  a  sticky  mass.  It  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  given  alone  with  some  simple  corrective. — Bull.  Med^  16, 1890. 

Treatment  of  Chronic  Bronchial  Catarrh  in  CoNSEquENCE  op  Emphf- 
8EMA. — Causes  of  the  catarrh  are  (1)  atmospheric  influences;  (2)  inhalation  of  me- 
chanically or  chemically  irritating  substances;  (3)  chemical  vapors ;  (4)  rarefied  air 
and  heat,  which  favor  congestion  and  the  swelling  of  the  bronchial  mucous  mem- 
brane. The  causes  must  w  removed,  and  the  patient  put  under  the  most  favorable 
hygienic  conditions.  He  must  pass  most  of  his  time  in  the  fresh  air,  use  sea-bathing, 
^re  to  ten  minutes  at  a  time,  thirty  to  forty  baths ;  during  spring  and  fall,  hydro- 
therapeutics  at  home,  at  first  simple  sponging,  later  the  douche  for  a  half  or  a  whole 
minute.  After  the  bath,  massage,  gymnasium  and  marching.  In  asthmatic  attacks, 
compressed  air  ought  to  be  inhaled  and  rarefied  air  exhaled.  The  sovereign  remedy 
is  kali  iod.,  two,  four,  five  or  ten  grammes  pro  die.  When  the  mucous  secretion  is 
too  copious,  tar-water,  twelve  to  fifteen  drops  in  water,  morning  and  evening,  should 
be  administered  ;  or,  where  the  stomach  rebels  against  it,  turpentine  may  be  in- 
haled. Where  the  secretions  are  putrid,  turpentine  or  carbolic  acid,  in  larger  doses, 
may  be  used ;  the  nephritis,  whicn  may  set  in,  soon  passes  away.  Alkaline  mineral 
waters  are  certainly  useful.— Deu^  Med.  ZeiL,  1890,  p.  90. 

Borax  in  the  Treatment  qp  EpiiiEPSY.— Dr.  Stewart,  reporting  a  series  of 
cases  of  epilepsy  treated  by  borax,  notes  that  the  drug  exerts  a  peculiar  influence 
-  over  nocturnal  seizures,  and  that  it  is  in  cases  where  the  fits  are  solely  of  that  kind 
that  the  greatest  benefit  can  follow  its  use.— TAe  Lancet,  April  26, 1890. 

Treatment  op  Phthisis  by  the  Intra-Pulmonary  Injection  op  Naphthol 
Camphor. — In  continuation  of  an  earlier  experience  in  which  local  application  of 
naphthol  camphor  was  used  beneficially  in  the  treatment  of  wounds,  Fernet  (Society 
de  Therap.,  Paris,  July  10,  1889)  has  injected  it  into  the  lung  tissue  in  certain  forms 
of  phthisis. 

in  most  cases  of  lung  tuberculosis  a  latent  period  occurs  before  the  lesion  becomes 
pronounced  and  general  nutrition  is  influenced.  Jt  is  in  this  initial  period  intra- 
pulmonary  injection  is  indicated.  In  previous  cases  by  Robinson,  True,  Lepine, 
Schmidt,  etc.,  it  has  been  attempted  to  aestroy  the  infection  process  through  anti- 
septic injections  by  leadening  the  flow  of  pus  or  decreasing  its  production.  Fernet 
seeks  to  favor  cicatrization  of  the  infiltrated  tissues,  and  thus  to  hasten  the  healing 
process. 

In  four  patients  in  the  so-called  second  stage  of  tuberculosis  with  softened  spots 
on  both  lungs,  forty-one  intra-parenchymatous  injections  were  made,  one  or  two 
each  week.  By  means  of  a  Pravaz  syringe,  .15  of  naphthol  camphor  were  injected, 
containing  about  two  centigrammes  of  borapthol.  The  injection  was  made  just 
between  the  axillary  line  and  the  sternum  in  the  first  intercostal  space,  with  anti- 
septic precautions,  care  being  taken  to  avoid  pricking  any  large  vessel.  In  twenty- 
two  out  of  the  forty-one  injections  no  unpleasant  results  were  noticed ;  in  the  others 
slight  complaints  of  pain  in  respiration,  pain  in  the  arm  or  along  the  cubital  nerve. 
CK^asionall^  a  paroxysm  of  cough  followed,  or  hemoptysis,  slight  in  amount  and  of 
short  duration.  A  passing  pneumothorax  was  in  one  case  seen.  Of  the  four  patients, 
three  left  the  hospital  distinctly  better.  The  fourth  (in  which  there  was  a  cavity) 
was  not  improvea. — Tke  Medical  Chronidty  Mtiy,  1890. 

Oteo-Sarooma  of  the  Lunqs.— Kozlowski.  in  Le  Proffr^  Midical,  reports  the 
following  case:  O.  F.,  a  soldier,  aged  24,  was  admitted  into  the  Kieff  military  hos- 
pital on  February  8d,  for  a  painful  swelling  of  the  knee.  There  was  pain  also  in 
the  thigh  and  leg,  and  the  limb  was  carried  in  a  state  of  semiflexion.  Tinct.  iodi. 
and  a  oompression  bandage  were  ordered.    The  swelling  grew  lai^ger,  and  as  the 
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evening  temperatnre  was  invariably  high,  it  was  thought  to  be  a  case  of  supparat- 
ing  knee-joint.  It  was  punctured,  and  some  sero-sanguinolent  fluid,  without  a  tnce 
of  pus,  was  drawn  off.  The  joint  was  then  injected  with  a  9  per  cent,  solution  of 
carbolic  acid,  but  the  pain  and  swelling  augmented,  and  the  patient  grew  steadily 
worse.  On  April  23d,  amputation  in  the  middle  third  of  the  thigh  was  performed. 
The  ioint,  when  examioetl,  was  found  to  be  filled  with  rose-colored  granular  masses, 
which  had  eaten  into  and  separated  the  articular  cartilages  from  the  epiphyses. 
The  crucial  and  part  of  the  lateral  ligaments  were  destroyed,  and  the  bony  parts 
aronnd  were  soft  and  cut  easily  with  the  knife. 

There  was  no  pus  present.  Patient  convalesced  well,  and  left  hospital  with  the 
wound  completely  healed. 

In  September  he  was  readmitted  for  pain  in  the  chest,  ooiigh,  and  occasional 
expectoration  of  blood.  His  appearance  was  that  of  a  man  in  the  last  stage  of 
phthisis;  cachexia  was  extreme.  There  was  dulness  in  patches  over  both  lunges 
especially  at  the  apices  and  bases,  and  in  one  or  two  areas  a  highly  tympanitic 
note  could  be  obtained.  The  breathing  was  pronouncedly  vesicular  in  type,  with 
a  bronchial  character  in  the  intrascapiiTar  regions.  Purulent  expectoration,  some- 
times stained  with  blood.  The  diagnosis  was  phthisis,  following  **  white  swell- 
ing **  of  the  knee.  A  month  later  the  patient  died.  Autopsy  :  The  led  lung  was 
strongly  adherent  to  the  costal  pleura  and  the  diaphragm.  It  was  greatly  enlarged, 
weighing  1600  grammes.  0/er  the  surface  were  scattered  numerous  eminences, 
white  in  color  and  firm  to  the  touch.  The  lung,  when  ctit  into,  whs  seen  to  be  in- 
filtrated with  masses  varying  in  sir^  from  that  of  a  hemp-seed  to  that  of  the  fist. 
They  had  distinct  limits,  and  did  not  pass  into  the  ordinary  lung  tissue.  They  pre- 
sented all  the  characters  of  osteoid  new  formations.  Here  and  there  were  cavities 
filled  with  detritus  and  coagula.  In  the  inferior  lobe  was  a  very  large  one,  in 
which  were  found  numbers  of  pieces  of  the  osteoid  material.  The  rest  of  the  lung 
was  in  a  state  of  hepatization,  and  the  smaller  bronchi  contained  pus.  The  bron- 
chial glands  were  greatly  enlarged.  The  right  lung  weighed  lOSO  grammes.  Like 
the  left  it  was  infiltrated  with  numerous  tumors  of  all  sizes  and  of  the  same  char- 
acter. The  other  organs  were  healthy,  and  the  operation  wound  was  perfectly 
cicatrized.  The  minute  structure  of  the  new  growth  was  that  of  an  ordinary  osteo-  . 
sarcoma. — The  Medical  OironieUf  May,  1890. 

Chorea  Tebminatino  Fatally  fbobc  Acute  Paralytic  Distension  of 
THE  Stomach. — Dr.  Herbert  H.  Brown  reports  a  case  of  chorea  which  had  been 
treated  by  large  doses  of  chloral,  bromide  of  potassium,  Fowler's  solution,  hyoscya- 
mu8,  cannabis  indica  and  salycylic  acid,  given  at  different  times  in  the  course  of 
eleven  tiays.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  choreic  movements  had  entirely  ceased, 
but  a  most  persistent  vomiting  appeared.  Distension  of  the  abdomen  became  a 
marked  symptom.  On  the  thirteenth  day  the  doctor  was  hurriedly  summoned  and 
found  the  patient  in  collapse,  with  small  thready  pulse.  The  abdomen  was  greatly 
distended  and  resonant  on  percussion.  Deatl/took  place  twelve  hours  later.  An 
autopsy  revealed  the  fact  that  the  stomach  was  enormously  distended  and  occupied 
nearly  the  entire  abdominal  cavity;  the  intestines  were  <}uite  empty  and  collapsed 
and  compressed  into  the  pelvic  cavity. — Tke  Lancet,  April  19,  1890. 

A  New  Remedy  fob  Seasickness. — Dr.  Charles  W.  Hamilton,  a  surgeon  in 
the  royal  navy,  has  found  the  kola  nut  an  efficient  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  sea- 
sickness. Half  to  one  drachm  of  the  seed  chewed  slowly  was  followed  in  about 
forty  minutes  bv  complete  cessation  of  the  various  symptoms  of  mal-de-mer. — 
BrUM  Medical  journal,  May  10,  1890. 

Action  of  Small  Doses  of  Natrum  Sulph. — Patieuts  are  often  sent  to  Mari- 
enbad  for  the  regulation  of  their  abdominal  functions  with  the  advice  of  their 
physicians.  While  there  they  drink  a  great  deal  of  the  mineral  water,  and  it  was 
often  the  cane  that  the  more  they  drank  and  saturated  the  organism  with  it,  the  worse 
they  felt.  Naturally  the  thought  arose  with  Heck  that  small  doses  might  be  more 
effectual  in  overcoming  this  irregularity  in  defecation.  This  he  found  to  be  so. 
The  bilogical  law,  so  well  defincnl  by  Harnack,  Arndt  and  Schulz,  demonstrates 
that  what  is  a  weak  dose  for  a  healthy  organ  becomes  a  strong  one  in  a  diseased 
one.  Small  doses  of  Glauber  salts  show  in  many  patients  a  far  greater  resolving 
action  than  large  ones,  though  the  why  and  wherefore  may  not  oe  so  easy  to  ex- 
plain.—TFim.  Med.  Fre88e,  13,  1890. 
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Treatment  op  Insomnia  (Jourrud  de  ^fedicine  de  Paris).— -Dr.  Altorfer  recom- 
mends a  plan  of  producing  the  sedative  eflTects  of  a  warm  bath,  which  can  easily  be 
carried  oat  He  recommends  that  the  loins  and  abdomen  be  wrapped  in  linen 
cloths  which  have  been  dipped  in  lukewarm  water.  These  cloths  are  covered  with 
a  water-proof  sheet  so  as  to  prevent  evaporation.  The  whole  is  retained  by  a  flan- 
nel bandage  so  that  all  loss  of  heat  is  obviated.  The  author  claims  to  have  ob- 
tained surprisingly  good  results  from  this  simple  method  of  treatment 

INFX.UBNCE  OF  GYMNAffTIC  EXERCISBB  ON  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OP  THE  BODT.— 

After  five  months'  observation  of  one  hundred  gymnasts,  the  foilowin^^  results  were 
obtained :  The  circumference  of  the  chest  increased  2^  centimetres  in  76 ;  the 
muscles  of  the  npper  arm,  1.28  in  82;  of  the  forearm,  0.57  in  62;  of  the  thigh, 
1.38  in  63;  of  the  calves,  0.82  in  36.  The  strength  of  the  subjects  had  also  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  their  muscular  development  Eighty-six  could  lift  about 
28  kilogrammes  more;  the  grasps  of  the  hands  had  increased  10  kilogrammes  in  81. 
Muscular  action  was  l^etter  performe<l,  owing  to  the  less  amount  of  fat  Accidents 
were  not  of  frequent  occurrence.  During  six  years,  among  eight  thousand  gymnasts 
there  were  only  eight  luxations,  two  fractures  and  nineteen  minor  accidents;  that 
18  nearly  one  accident  yearly  to  one  thousand  gymnasts. — AUgem,  Med,  CerUr.  ZtU- 
ung,  26, 1890. 

Cyanosis  in  Meddle  Life  fuom  Patent  Foramen  Ovale. — A  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  inter-auricular  septum  in  adults  shows,  according  to  Cruveilhier,  Parot, 
Bizot  and  others,  that  there  is  in  some  15  per  cent  of  cases,  or  even  more,  a  very 
small  opening  between  the  auricles  in  the  course  of  the  original  oblique  passage  of 
the  foramen  ovale,  which  has  been  prevented  from  showing  any  symptoms  of  leak- 
ing during  life,  owing  to  its  complete  occlusion  by  the  carefully  fitting  valve  of 
Vieussens.  8o  long,  at  any  rate,  as  the  pressure  of  the  blood  is  greater  in  the  left 
auricle  than  in  the  right,  the  valve  is  kept  in  a  position  in  which  the  passage  of 
any  blood  from  one  auricle  to  the  other  is  quite  impossible,  even  granted  that  there 
is  an  opening  through  the  foramen  ovale.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  if  (be  pres- 
snre  in  the  right  auricle  is  markedly  in  excess  of  that  in  the  left,  a  slight  opening 
of  the  communication  may  be  effected.  M.  M.  Bard  and  Curtillet,  of  Lyons,  bring 
forward  two  cases  which  admirably  illustrate  these  facts.  The  first  case  was  that 
of  a  porter,  aged  47,  who  had  had  acute  rheumatism  when  a  young  man  in  the 
army,  bat  completed  his  service  without  difficulty  in  five  more  years.  No  syphilis 
or  excess  of  alcohol  could  be  made  out.  For  twelve  years  subsequent4y  he  served 
as  a  porter,  with  no  discomfort  beyond  slight  rheumatic  pains,  until  he  came  into 
the  Hotel  Dieu  in  November,  1887,  with  advanced  phthisis  and  some  palpitation, 
and  cardiac  trouble  without  oedema.  On  examination  of  the  heart  there  was  found 
to  be  extreme  irr^ularity  of  rhythm,  an  ill-defined,  widely  0pread  apex  beat,  re- 
traction of  the  walls  of  the  thorax  in  systole,  and  a  faint  irregular  systolic  murmur, 
culminating  about  the  apex.  After  a  month  or  two  under  treatment  with  digitalis, 
the  murmur  became  inaudible,  the  action  of  the  heart  was  stronger  and  more  regu- 
lar. There  were  permanent  dyspnoea  and  oedema  for  a  time.  But  before  long  all 
the  serious  symptoms  were  those  of  tuberculosis,  which  led  to  his  death  four  months 
after  his  admission  in  February,  1888.  Besides  general  tuberculosis  affecting  the 
brain,  the  immediate  cause  of  death,  the  post-mortem  examination  showed  an  adhe- 
rent pericardium  and  enlarged  heart.  All  the  valves  were  normal  except  the  mitral, 
which  were  contracted,  and  the  mitral  orifice  was  somewhat  stenosed  and  covered 
with  a  few  vegetations.  The  unexpected  point  was  that  the  foramen  ovale  was 
open  and  large  enough  to  admit  the  forefinger  easily  when  it  was  paased  down  to  it 
ooliquely.  A  carefm  consideration  of  the  close  adaptation  of  the  valve  led  the  ob- 
server to  the  conclusion  that  the  perforate  inter-auricular  septum  could  not  have  led 
to  an^  leakage  in  life  so  long  as  the  pressure  in  the  left  auricle  was  greater  than  in 
the  right;  and  certainly  there  had  been  no  cyanosis  observable. 

In  the  second  case,  that  of  a  coppersmith,  aged  54.  the  patient  had  had  very 
good  health  until  he  was  42,  and  then  had  some  bronchitis  which  laid  him  up  for 
five  months,  and  which  had  recurred  during  several  winters.  However,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1887.  he  was  well  enough  to  go  to  Beyrout  on  business.  There  he  was 
seriously  ill  for  a  month,  with  sudden  headache  and  delirium,  without  cough  ;  he 
improved  after  bleeding  and  quinine.  On  his  way  back  he  caught  cold,  and  ar- 
rived at  Lvons  in  a  state  of  acute  bronchitis  with  very  marked  cyanosis. 

The  action  of  the  heart  was  regular,  and  there  were  clear  sounds  at  the  apex,  but 
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over  the  base  there  was  a  faint  whistling  murmur  in  diastole.    After  increasing 
asphyxia  and  cyanosis  he  died  in  a  week. 

The  post-mortem  showed  a  very  thin  interauricular  septum  with  an  open  fora- 
men ovale,  large  enough  to  admit  a  thick  pencil.  Owing  to  the  thinness  of  the 
septum  a  very  slight  displacement  by  increase  of  normal  tension  in  the  right  aori- 
t^le  caused  a  serious  leakage  and  acute  cyanosis.  The  appearance  of  cyanosis  for 
the  first  time,  due  to  a  ctjngenital  defect,  in  a  man  of  54,  is  remarkable,  and  when 
contrasted  with  the  case  of  similar  congenital  defect,  without  cyanosis,  it  lends 
strong  support  (with  the  other  concomitant  conditions)  to  the  method  by  which  the 
intercommunication  of  the  right  with  the  left  auricle  is  established. — The  Praeti' 
timer,  April,  1890. 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  wrrHonr  Cyanosis.-;-M.  Chapotot  gives  the  his- 
tory of  a  case  of  a  child  of  twenty  months,  who  was  admitted  into  the  scarlet-fever 
ward  of  the  Lyons  hospital  and  died  in  a  few  days  of  secondary  double  broncho- 
pneumonia. There  was  no  nephritis ;  the  general  condition  of  the  child  had 
raised  no  suspicion  of  cardiac  disease  or  abnormality  ;  there  was  no  cyanosis  and 
no  clubbing  of  the  finger-tips.  But  at  the  post-mortem  examination,  besides  the 
double  pneumonia,  a  singular  congenital  malformation  of  the  heart  was  found. 
There  was  no  tricuspid  opening  at  all,  but  complete  separation  of  right  auricle  and 
ventricle ;  a  small  opening  in  the  interventricular  septum,  close  to  and  leading  up 
to  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  a  free  communication  between  the  right  and  left 
auricles. 

The  ductus  arteriosus  was  closed.  The  muscular  walls  of  the  right  ventricle  were 
much  atrophied,  the  pulmonary  artery,  the  aorta,  and  the  mitral  valves  were  normal. 
The  venous  blood  must  have  passed  readily  from  right  to  left  auricle,  and  then  into 
the  left  ventricle,  and  so  by  the  small  interventricular  communication  into  the  right 
ventricle,  and  thence  into  the  pulmonary  artery  and  the  lungs.  This  malformation 
is  a  very  rare  one ;  and  so  is  very  remarkable  that  in  the  present  instance  there  was 
no  cyanosis  and  no  murmur  audible  over  the  heart. 

The  larger  question  on  which  the  case  throws  some  light  is  the  reason  of  cyanosis. 
Cruveilhier  was  anxious  to  maintain  that  it  was  not  the  result  of  the  intermixture 
of  venous  and  arterial  blood,  but  of  venous  stasis  in  the  capillariefs  and  since  his 
day  a  few  authorities  have  maintained  his  view.  The  present  ca^e  is  a  piece  of 
evidence  in  their  favor.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  this  child  there  was  free 
intermixture  of  venous  and  arterial  blood  in  the  left  ventricle.  The  slanting  course 
and  (Kisition  of  the  interventricular  communication  makes  it  probable  that  at  each 
systole  the  Icfft  ventricle  drove  a  part  of  its  mixed  contents  through  the  interven- 
tricular septum  and  into  the  pulmonary  artery-;  and  the  right  ventricle,  though 
considerably  below  normal  strength,  yet  could  help  the  pulmonary  circulation  de- 
cidedly. 

M.  Chapotot  considers  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  blood  might  be  thus  oxygen- 
ated, and  that  because  there  was  no  venous  statis  in  the  larger  circulatory  system 
the  absence  of  cvanosis  might  thus  be  satisfactorily  explained. 

These  cases  of  congenital  cardiac  anomaly  most  usually  arise  from  a  foetal  endo- 
carditis, which  is  not  nearly  so  apt  to  affect  the  valves  only  as  is  the  endocarditis  of 
the  adult.  In  the  present  case,  however,  it  seems  to  have  selected  the  tricuspid 
valves  as  its  chief  seat,  and  to  have  caused  their  complete  occlusion.  If  this  were 
so,  it  would  not  be  unlikely  that  the  blood  in  the  right  auricle^  having  its  passage 
into  the  right  ventricle  blocked,  should  continue  its  path  through  the  foramen 
ovale  and  keep  that  open,  and  also  dilate  the  left  ventricle,  so  that  its  contents  would 
be  inconveniently  large  for  discharge  by  the  aorta  only,  and  as  a  consequence  the 
discharge  through  the  interventricular  septum  might  also  be  kept  up  as  a  means  of 
T^\\ei,—The  PrcMtUioner,  April,  1890. 

Treatment  of  Scabies. — Prof.  Fournier  in  a  recent  lecture  delivered  at  the  St. 
Louis  Hospital,  said  that  all  that  was  necesnary  to  cure  scabies  was  to  kill  the  para- 
sites. He  then  recommended  the  following  modification  of  Prof.  Hardy's  treatment : 
A  general  friction  of  the  body  for  half-an-hour  with  ordinary  soap,  or  even  powder 
of  soap.  This  should  be  followed  by  a  hot  bath  for  another  half-hour,  continuing 
meantime  the  frictions  with  the  soap.  After  the  baths,  practice  friction  with  the 
following  sulpho-alkaline  ointment  for  another  half-hour: 

£c.  Lard, 100  grammes. 

Sulphur 10        " 

SulMzarbonate  of  potash,     .....  8        " 
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After  this  friction,  bathe  SKain.  After  coming  out  of  the  bath,  dust  the  entire  body 
with  powdered  starch.  The  method  which  he  thus  adyisee,  Prof.  Foamier  says, 
will  avoid  many  of  the  oonsecntive  ecxemas.  Before  puttTng  on  his  clothes,  the 
patient  should  be  sure  that  they  are  clean.  They  mav  l>e  effectually  ridded  of  the 
{larasite  by  continued  exposure  to  a  dry  heat  of  100^  0. 

In  cases  of  adults  having  a  high  grade  of  skin  inflammation  with  eczema,  lymph- 
angitis, and  furuncles,  this  method  is  very  painful,  increasing  the  already  existing 
inflammatory  conditions.  This  treatment  is  also  not  applicable  for  children, 
especially  those  at  the  breast;  it  would  tend  to  excite  eczematous  dermatitis,  irritate 
their  nervous  systems,  and  determine  convulsions.  In  both  of  these  classes  of  cases 
the  best  plan  of  treatment  will  be  to  combat  the  inflammation  of  the  skin.  In 
children,  after  the  subsidence  of  the  inflammation,  frictions  of  soap  should  be  used, 
followed  by  baths.  After  three  or  four  days  the  following  ointment  should  be  used 
twice  daily : 

B .  Styrax 2  parts. 

Olive  oil, 1  part. 

This  treatment  is  well-tolerated  and  a  cure  is  rapidly  efiected.— JbtimoZ  des  MaiadieB 
Cutana  ei  SyphUiiiqu^,  6, 1890. 
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SrATisnncs  of  Fobcep  Delivebies  at  the  Royal  Maternity  in  Dresden. 
—From  September  1,  1883,  to  January  1,  1889,  there  were  7322  births,  206  of 
which  (2.8  per  cent.)  were  completed  by  the  forceps;  187  of  these  were  typical  ap- 
plications at  the  floor  of  the  pelvis,  19  of  these  were  atypical  applications  at  the 
Drim  of  the  pelvis.  In  19  of  these  the  forceps  were  applied  unsuccessfully.  In  the 
206  patients  delivered  by  the  forceps,  148  were  primiparaand  58  multipara  (71.9: 
28.1  per  cent),  95  patients  (46  per  cent.)  bad  narrow  pelvis.  There  were  89  girl 
babies  and  117  boys  (100 :  132).  35  of  these  infants  died  (17  per  cent.).  The  ac- 
tual mortality  of  the  children  for  the  forceps  operation  was  only  12  per  cent.»  as 
in  10  cases  there  was  no  certainty  that  the  cnildren  were  living  when  the  forceps 
were  applied  and  some  of  them  died  later  from  other  injuries.  Facial  paralysis 
was  observed  in  22  cases,  half  of  these  had  recovered  when  they  left  the 
hospital.  7  of  the  mothers  died,  though  not  in  consequence  of  the  application  of 
the  forceps.  119  (57.7  per  cent.)  suffered  severe  injuries  to  the  soft  parts.  141 
(68  per  cent.)  of  the  lying-in  women  remained  free  from  fever.  20  (9  7  per  cent) 
had  slight  fever,  but  were  dismissed  on  the  twelfth  day.  45  (21.8  per  cent.)  had 
more  fever  and  7  had  parametritis.  Miinchmeyer  emphasizes  that  tne  application 
of  the  forceps  is  the  most  bloody  of  all  obstetric  operations,  and  the  use  of  the  in- 
strument must  be  limited  as  much  as  possible  and  never  be  applied  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  operator. — Arehiv.  fiir  Oyndkol.,  xzzvi.,  1, 1890. 

Hernia  of  the  Qravid  Uterus.— The  patient  had  been  delivered  of  her  first 
child  by  craniotomy.  In  her  second  delivery  version  was  performed  and  the  physi- 
cian tore  the  body  away  from  the  head  in  his  efforts  at  extraction.  He  then  per- 
formed GKsarian  section  to  get  out  the  head,  though  the  true  conjugate  diameter 
measured  6}  cm.  Four  years  and  a  half  later  the  patient  became  pregnant  again, 
and  near  the  end  of  her  pregnancy  came  to  the  Dresden  clinic.  The  rectal  muscles 
had  separated,  allowing  the  pregnant  uterus  to  prolapse  between  them,  covered 
only  by  the  peritonseum  and  skin.  In  the  erect  position  the  uterus  hung  so  low 
down  as  to  completely  cover  the  genitals.  Ovaries,  ligaments,  bloodvessels,  aorta, 
interior  of  pelvis,  etc.,  could  be  felt  distinctly  through  the  abdomen.  The  mem- 
branes had  ruptured,  but  the  cervix  contained  numerous  cicatrices,  which  pre- 
vented dilatation.  A  colpeurynter  was  placed  in  the  cervical  canal  to  dilate  it,  and 
by  this  means  the  patient  was  delivered  in  a  perfectly  natural  labor,  excepting  post- 
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partnm  haemorrhaf^,  which  required  the  manual  extraction  of  the  placenta  and  an 
intrauterine  douche  of  two  quarts  of  hot  (115®)  5  per  cent,  carbolic  solution  to  con- 
trol it.  The  child  wa?  poorly  developed  and  only  lived  twenty  hours  after  de- 
livery.—Sperling,  Arehiv./ur'Oyndkologie^  11,  1890. 

Cjesartan  Section  at  the  Dresden  Maternity  for  Five  Years. — ^Twenty- 
eiRht  conRervative  Cfesarian  sections  have  been  performed;  three  of  the  mothers 
died  (10.7  per  cent.).  In  the  last  twenty-five  operations  the  mortality  is  8  percent. 
Twenty-seven  of  the  children  (96.4  per  cent.)  lived  to  leave  the  hospital,  and  one 
died.  In  comparison  with  these  cases  in  which  the  uterus  was  preserved,  there 
were  seven  cases  of  Cnsarian  section  with  removal  of  the  utems.  All  of  these  re- 
covered. Two  of  the  children  died  before  delivery;  two  died  some  days  after 
labor ;  one  died  some  hours  after  labor ;  two  lived.  These  rates  of  mortality  are  by 
no  meann  an  indication  that  the  Porro  operation  is  always  preferable  to  the  con- 
servative method.  The  circumstances  of  the  case  must  decide  the  operation  best  to 
be  performed.  The  Porro  operation  requires  three  to  four  weeks  longer  for  re- 
covery than  the  conservative  method,  but  it  provides  against  the  recurrence  of 
pregnancy.  The  Porro  operation  is  to  be  performed  when  the  usual  operation  by 
stitnre  rannot  be  considered,  or  when  the  uterus  is  in  a  septic  condition ;  if  there  is 
atresia  from  any  cause  preventing  the  escape  of  the  lochia;  where  there  are  large 
tumors  of  the  uterus,  such  as  fibroids;  also  osteomalacia  and  complete  relaxation 
of  the  uterus.  If  Ciesarian  section  is  performed  on  account  of  cancer  of  the  utenia, 
that  organ  should  be  removed  if  possible  to  prevent  subsequent  infection  of  the 
patient  in  the  puerperal  period  from  decaying  portions  of  cancerous  masses.  Cat- 
gut hardened  in  chromic  acid  is  the  favorite  ligature  at  the  Dresden  Maternity.— 
Munchmeyer,  Archiv.  fur  Gynakologie,  11,  1890. 

Manual  Extraction  of  the  Placenta. — Ahlfeld  states  that  in  his  clinic 
manual  extraction  of  the  placenta  is  only  necessary  in  four  out  of  a  thousand  cases 
if  the  expectant  method  is  properly  observed.— CfetUroift/ott/Sr  Qyndkofogie,  No.  15, 
1890. 

(It  is  well  to  rememl)er  in  connection  with  the  above  that  the  extraction  of  the 
placenta  with  the  hand  is  more  dangerous  to  the  life  of  the  patient  than  the  appli- 
cation of  the  forceps  or  version. — G.  R.  S.) 

Hbrkdtty  in  the  Duration  of  Labor.— Dr.  Auvard  has  collected  data  on  the 
subject  which  go  to  show  that,  when  all  causes  interfering  with  normal  labor  can 
be  strictly  excluded,  there  is  a  family  similarity  in  the  duration  of  labor  in  succes- 
sive generations.  In  one  case  the  duration  of  the  labor  was  unlike  that  of  the 
patients  mother.  The  patient  resembled  her  father  in  physical  development,  and 
on  further  inquiry  her  labor  was  found  to  correspond  closely  with  that  of  her  aunt 
and  grandmother  on  her  father's  side. — Arch,  de  TocoL 

A  New  Method  op  Treating  Uterine  P'iBROiDe.— Rydygier  proposes  to 
ligate  the  internal  spermatic  arteries,  the  uterine  artery,  and  the  round  ligament 
instead  of  performing  castration.  A  fibroid  treated  in  this  way  diminished  75  per 
cent,  in  four  months. —  Wiener  Klin.  Wochenachriftf  No.  10,  1889. 

Incision  of  the  Cervix  to  Promote  Delivery. — In  a  recent  paper  read  be- 
fore the  Obstetrical  and  Gynaecological  Society  at  Berlin.  Dr.  Diihessen  advocated 
deep  incision  of  the  cervix,  und  sums  up  his  article  as  follows: 

1.  Superficial  incisions  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  cervix  are  useless  unless  the 
upper  part  of  the  cervix,  i.e.,  the  supravaginal  portion,  is  fully  dilated. 

2.  Incisions  are  chiefly  indicated  in  primipara ;  for  multipara  only  in  abnormal 
rigiditv  or  cicatrices  of  ihe  vaginal  portion. 

3.  Numerous  superficial  incisions  about  the  external  os  are  indicated  for  atresia, 
and  agglutination  of  the  external  orifice  is  indicated  when  blunt  dissection  is  un- 
successful. 

4.  If  the  OS  has  dilated  somewhat,  and  does  not  continue  to  do  so,  in  spite  of 
good  pains,  in  consequence  of  rigidity  of  the  vaginal  portion,  then  chloroform  or 
some  other  narcotic  is  to  be  used.  Superficial  Incisions  are  not  to  be  made  till  after 
long  waiting  and  rupture  of  the  membrane. 

T).  Should  the  labor  continue  for  some  time  after  the  incisions  are  made,  infec- 
tion of  the  cut  surfaces  can  only  be  guarded  against  by  the  most  thorough  subjec- 
tive and  objective  antisepsis. 
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6.  If  (here  are  poeitive  indicatioDS,  on  the  part  of  the  mother  or  child,  for  ter- 
minating labor,  bloodless  dilatation  of  the  cervical  canal  is  onl^r  suitable  for  atresia 
or  conglutination  of  the  06  uteri.  If,  in  these  latter  cases,  the  os  does  not  rapidly 
and  completely  dilate,  ami  in  all  other  cases  of  partially  dilated  external  os  uteri, 
if  the  completion  of  labor  is  necessary,  the  life  of  the  child  can  only  be  saved  and 
the  mother  be  spared  from  uncontrollable  injuries  by  deep  incision  of  the  cervix, 
extending  to  its  junction  with  the  vagina. 

7.  Two  or  three  such  cuts,  one  on  each  side,  one  anterior  and  a  fourth  posterior, 
will  suffice  to  dilate  completely  the  os  uteri. 

8.  These  deep  incisions  in  the  cervix  are  safe  with  antiseptic  precautions.  In- 
fection is  then  only  possible  in  cases  alreadv  infected,  but  even  then  injurious  effects 
•re  improbable.  Further  laceration  of  a  deep  incision  does  not  occur.  The  hsem- 
orrhage  is  trifling  and  does  not  require  a  suture. 

9.  By  these  deep  incisions  the  mortality  for  mother  and  child  is  diminished  in 
old  primiparse,  premature  artificial  rupture  of  the  membranes,  placenta  prsevia, 
and  eclampsia  of  primipara,  permitting  safe  delivery  in  the  beginning  of  labor, 
or  even  toward  the  close  of  pregnancy. 

10.  Deep  incisions  are  further  indicated  for  prolapse  of  the  cord  and  moderate 
dilatation  of  the  cervix  in  primipara,  so  as  to  perform  version  with  immediate  ex- 
traction ;  also  in  flat  or  generally  contracted  pelves  and  movable  head  at  the  brim 
where  the  prophylactic  version  is  to  be  performed,  also  preliminary  to  the  high 
forceps  operation. 

11.  Deep  incisions  are  to  be  made  with  Siebod's  scissors  under  the  guidance  of 
the  finger,  after  the  proposed  site  of  incision  is  stretched  apart  by  bullet  forceps. 

12.  16  primipHra,  when  the  cervix  is  high  up,  the  incisions  in  it  are  to  be  sup- 
plemented by  deep  perineal  incisions,  allowing  the  dilatation  of  the  lower  third  of 
the  vagina. 

13.  These  deep  incisions  remove  every  obstruction,  and  Improve  the  prognosis 
for  both  mother  and  child. 

14.  The  incisions,  4  cm.  long  and  2x3  cm.  deep,  in  the  perineum,  are  best  made 
by  the  scalpel,  when  the  edge  of  the  vagina  is  made  tense  in  the  forceps  operation. 

15  The  hemorrhage  from  the  incisions  is  first  arrested  by  the  pressure  of  the 
child's  body  ;  after  labor  by  tampons  or  haemostatic  forceps  applied  temporarily  or, 
finally,  by  suture. 

16.  In  applying  the  suture,  great  care  must  be  taken  to  allow  for  the  misshaped 
surface  of  the  wounds  due  to  retraction  of  the  muscular  fibres. 

The  entire  article  is  published  in  the  Archiv.  fur  GyndkoloQie,  Heftl.y  p.  27, 1890. 

The  discussion  which  followed  is  printed  quite  fully  in  the  OsTUralbiait  OyruEkalogiey 
No.  16,  p.  283, 1890.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  procedure  was  severely  crit- 
icized and  condemned  in  so  far  as  it  concerns  the  wide  application  recommended 
by  Dr.  Diihessen.  Professor  Ohlhausen  voiced  the  opinions  of  many  in  remarking 
that  incisions  of  the  cervix  are  probably  too  little  practiced  at  the  present  time,  but 
their  use  is  limited  to  cases  of  peculiar  rigidity  of  the  cervix,  when  the  incision 
may  be  very  useful.  It  is  uncalled  for  in  congiution  of  the  cervix.  In  the  exten- 
sion of  these  indications  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  Dr.  Diihessen  has  gone  altogether 
too  far.  To  undertake  such  incisions  before  the  cervix  has  dilated,  and  even  when 
the  head  is  movable  above  the  brim,  and  to  follow  them  with  immediate  delivery 
by  the  forceps,  is  to  throw  overboard  the  foundations  of  obstetrical  operations.  In- 
deed, to  recommend  anything  of  the  kind  is  to  be  considered  questionable,  danger- 
ous and  shows  very  little  experience. 

Growth  op  an  Imfant  Born  at  thk  Twenty-seventh  Week. — Holowks 
reports  an  infant  born  at  this  period  which  was  only  37  cm.  long,  and  weighed  only 
1300  grm.  The  minimal  weight  of  a  viable  child  has  been  stated  by  J.  Veit  to  be 
1500  grm.  The  regulation  of  heat  is  exceedingly  important  for  premature  children. 
The  warm  cradle,  or  cred6,  the  incubator,  Tarnier's  or  Anverd's  converse,  Winc- 
kel's  permanent  bath  or  8chultze*s  glass-wool  wrappings  serve  the  same  purpose. 
The  child  gained  very  rapidly  after  the  second  week,  averaging  a  daily  increase  of 
41.9  from  the  third  to  the  sixth  week.  It  had  a  wet-nurse. — Omtralblatt  fur  Oynd- 
kologie,  No.  14,  1890. 

Complete  Prolapse  op  the  Uterus  in  a  New-Born  Child. — ^The  infant 
was  born  with  double  pes  equino-varus  and  lumbar  spina  bifida.  It  was  otherwise 
large  and  well.    On  the  seventh  day  it  had  diarrhoea,'  with  uninterrupted  tenesmus 
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and  straining.  ProlapM  of  the  rectal  wall,  then  of  the  vagina,  and  finally  complete 
procidentia  of  the  uterus  followed  in  thirty-six  hours.  The  uterus  could  be  easily 
replaced,  but  came  down  again  at  once.  The  child  died  six  weeks  later  from  hy- 
drocephalus. Tlie  autopsy  showed  no  anatomical  reason  for  the  displacement 
which  was  evidently  due  to  the  pressure  from  the  abdomen. — CeniraiblaUfur  Ojfnd- 
kUogU,  No.  17, 1890. 

Transmission  op  Typhoid  Bacilli  from  Mother  to  Fcetus. — Dr.  Hilder- 
brandt,  Konigsberg,  relateM  an  iuKtructive  case  bearing  on  this  point  in  the  Fortg. 
der  Medicin.  The  investigation  was  made  on  a  recently  dead  seven-months'  foetus 
of  a  woman  suffering  from  typhoid  fever.  Bacilli  from  the  blood  submitted  to  pure 
cultivation  gave  other  bacilli  corresponding  in  size  and  shape  to  those  of  typhoid 
fever.  As  no  other  known  bacilli  are  like  those  of  typhoid,  it  was  claimed  that 
those  in  question  were  real  typhoid  bacilli.  No  notable  microscopic  organic  changes 
were  observed,  except  slight  enlargemens  of  the  mesenteric  glands.  A  few  bacilli 
were  found  in  both  placenta  and  spleen.  Experiments  on  animals,  however,  were 
entirely  negative.  In  speculating  on  the  manner  of  transit  of  the  bacilli  from  the 
mother  to  the  fcetus,  the  author  [>oint8  out  two  possible  conditions  under  which  it 
may  have  taken  placet  There  may  have  been  a  primary  pas^iage  of  the  bacilli  with 
consequent  death  of  the  foetus,  or  the  foetus  may  have  died  in  consequence  of  the 
acute  infective  disease  (no  uncommon  occurrence),  and  transudation  have  taken 
place  through  a  softened  and  possibly  torn  placenta. — The  Provincial  Medical  Jow, 

The  Early  Diagnosis  op  Extra-Uterine  Pregnancy. — Taylor,  in  remark- 
ing on  the  early  diagnosis  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  states  that  he  caiv  hardlv 
conceive  of  a  tubal  pregnancy  which  could  not  be  felt  as  a  tubal  tumur  by  the  fifth 
or  sixth  week,  and  that  tubal  pregnancy  is  to  be  diagnosed  with  less  difficulty  in 
its  early  stages  than  at  a  somewhat  later  period  when,  through  rupture,  *he  tumor 
has  lost  its  distinctive  characters.  The  three  signs  of  greatest  service  in  forming  a 
diagnosis  at  any  early  period  is  the  following :  1.  Amenorrhoea,  followed  after  six 
or  seven  weeks  by  irregular  hiemorrhage.  2.  Absence  of  any  uterine  enlai^ement. 
3.  Tubal  tumor,  usually  felt  directly  behind  the  uterus. — Medical  Press  and  Cirai- 
lor,  May  7, 1890. 

A  Difficult  Case  of  Turning  Rendered  Easy  by  Placing  the  Patient 
IN  the  Genu- Pectoral  Position  — Ensor  reports  a  case  to  which  he  was  called 
by  a  midwife,  and  in  which  he  found  not  only  a  hand,  but  also  a  foot  and  a  head 
presenting,  the  last  being  impacted  in  the  pelviK,  having  forded  down  before  it  the 
posterior  segment  of  the  partially  dilated  os  and  cervix  uteri.  The  membranes  had 
been  ruptui^  a  long  time  before,  and  pains  were  almost  incessant.  Efforts  to  turn 
with  the  patient  in  the  ordinary  position  were  unavailing.  She  was  then  placed 
in  the  knee-chest  |)osition,  so  as  to  allow  the  uterus  and  its  contents  to  fall  forward 
and  downward  by  their  weight.  He  was  then  able  with  the  greatest  of  ease  to 
effect  version  bv  slight  traction  on  the  foot  and  simultaneous  pressure  on  the  head. 
— British  Mediiai  Joamal,  April  19,  1890. 

Pelvic  Abscess  Treated  by  Incision.— -Mayo  Robson,  after  reporting  a  series  of 
cases  of  pelvic  abscess  treated  successfully  by  abdominal  incision,  remarks  that  all 
the  cases  would  have  died  but  for  the  operation,  whereas  the  treatment  pursued 
cured  several  and  greatly  benefited  all.  Be  the  abscess  ever  so  foul,  and  although 
it  has  been  in  communication  with  the  bowel  or  bladder  for  long  periods,  it  is,  with 
proper  precautions,  quite  safe  to  evacuate  it  through  the  peritoneum.  After  the 
evacuation  of  such  foul  abscesses  and  the  cleansing  of  the  cavity  by  syringing  with 
an  antiseptic,  there  should  never  be  a  suspicion  of  odor  in  thesubsequent  dressings. 

No  general  rules  can  be  adopted  for  the  surgical  treatment  of  these  cases  ;  each 
must  l^  treated  on  its  merits.  When  we  have  once  made  the  diagnosis  of  pus 
within  the  pelvis,  our  course  should  be  to  evacuate  it;  unless  fluctuation  can  be 
felt  per  va/jinam^  the  plan  of  opening  the  abdomen,  searching  for,  evacuating,  and 
draining  the  cavity  will,  if  done  seeundem  artem,  probably  be  found  to  yield  the  best 
results. — British  Medical  Journal,  April  26,  1890. 

Sudden  Removal  of  Nerve  Pressure  as^a  Cause  of  Pain.— Dr.  E.  F.  Wells 
reports  two  cases  in  which  sudden  removal  of  nerve  pressure  gave  rise  to  severe 
pain.  Both  were  ca«es  of  labor.  In  the  first  there  appeared  about  two  hours  after 
a  perfectly  normal  labor,  the  most  excruciating  pain  in  the  right  leg,  which  gradu- 
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ally  ascended  towards  the  tnink.  The  pain  was  described  as  being  continuous,  ex- 
panding and  almost  unbearable.  This  patient  during  two  subsequent  confinements 
aufiered  in  precisely  the  same  way.  The  pain  was  much  ameliorated  in  the  last 
one  by  tightly  bandaging  with  a  rubber  bandage  the  limb,  from  the  toes  to  the  pel- 
vis. The  second  case  was  that  of  a  woman  who  in  five  confinements  suffered,  be- 
ginning about  one  hour  after  parturition,  with  pain  in  the  calf  of  the  right  le^, 
which  pain  continued  for  ten  or  twelve  hours,  rapidly  attaining  its  maximum  and 
f^raduaily  subsiding.  In  the  last  labor  a  constricting  bandage  above  the  knee  gave 
great  relief. 

Sudden  removal  of  pressure  gives  rise  to  pain  in  other  than  puerperal  cases,  as  for 
example  after  the  removal  of  a  tight  bandage,  following  catheterism  of  a  distended 
bUdder,  etc— Lancet,  April  12,  1890. 

Lapabotomy  for  Rupture  op  the  UxERUS—Dr.  Gustay  Braun  reports  a  case 
of  rupture  uf  the  uterus  for  a  neglected  shoulder  presentation ;  the  rupture  was 
eight  inches  long  and  was  circular  in  direction,  from  right  to  left,  in  the  anterior 
wall  of  the  uterus.  The  rent  was  sewed  together  with  silk  sutures.  A  tampon 
of  iodoform  gauze  was  inserted  in  the  uterus  and  vagina  to  arrest  hsemorrhaee, 
and  a  drainage  tube  was  also  placed  in  the  vagina.  The  patient  died  on  the 
fourth  day  from  diffuse  purulent  peritonitis  (would  it  not  be  the  better  practice 
in  such  cases  to  remove  the  uterus  as  in  Porro's  operation?  G.  K  8).  Dr. 
Braun  recommends  laparotomy  for  incomplete  rupture  of  the  uterus,  as  the  peri- 
toneum may  be  peeled  up  from  the  uterus  and  form  a  sac  containing  blood  clots 
or  the  placenta,  which  will  undergo  degeneration  and  cause  septicaemia. —  Wien. 
Klin.  Wochenschr.,  2,  50,  1889. 

Sugar  in  the  Urine  During  Prbgnancty,  Labor  and  Confinement. — Ney 
examined  twenty-tour  pregnant  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  lying-in  women, 
in  the  maternity  of  Basle,  for  glycosuria  by  Troranier's,  Boettger's,  and  the  fermen- 
tation tesL  Among  the  pregnant  women,  he  found  four  with  glycosuria:  in  all  of 
these  the  breasts  were  well  developed,  and  milk  could  be  expressed  from  them. 
During  labor  no  sugar  was  found  in  their  urines.  During  the  lying-in  state,  he 
found  sugar  in  the  urine  in  four-fifths  of  the  cases,  and  especially  in  those  in  which 
there  were  excoriations  of  the  nipples  and  mastitis.  The  disturbed  lactation,  he 
believes,  leads  to  the  stagnation  of  the  milk,  and  hence  to  excretion  of  sugar.  Even 
in  those  cases  where  the  supply  of  milk  is  plentiful,  sugar  is  physiologically  ex- 
creted, probably  because  the  glands  manufacture  more  milk  than  the  babe  can 
appropriate.  Where  no  milk  is  secreted,  sugar  is  not  detected  either  before  or  after 
confinement.  In  most  cases  the  sugar  appears  between  the  second  and  fourth  days 
after  labor  simultaneously  with  the  secretion  of  milk,  but  soon  disappears.  It  may 
last  longer  when  the  milk  supply  is  too  copious.  In  ten  cases  where  quantitative 
analyses  were  made,  he  found  0.8  to  1  per  cent  of  sugar ;  only  once  2  per  cent. 
Good  food  and  care  give  a  more  copious  excretion,  while  poverty  and  care  make  it 
disappear.  The  sugar  in  the  urine  of  wet-nurses  is,  therefore,  physiological.-- Jfed. 
SeuigkeU.,  11,  1890. 

A  Substitute  for  Induced  Abortion  in  Moderate  Pelvic  Contractions. 
— In  three  cases  of  women  with  rachitic  pelvic  scoliosis,  all  of  whom  had  borne 
children  which  could  only  be  delivered  after  perforation  and  use  of  the  cranioclast, 
Procfaourics  ordered  the  following  diet  during  subsequent  pregnancies:  Breakfast, 
one  small  cup  of  coffee,  25  gm.  of  Zwieback  ;  dinner,  meats,  eggs  and- fish,  a  small 
amount  of  green  vegetables  cooked  with  much  fat,  salad,  cheese;  supper,  the  same, 
with  40  or  -50  gm.  of  bread  and  butter  ad  libUvm  Water,  soup,  potatoes*,  pastry, 
sugar  or  beer  not  allowed.  As  a  beverage,  300  to  400  cc  of  red  or  Moselle  wine 
daily. 

As  a  Jesuit  of  this  diet  the  children  were  all  bom  at  term  and  alive.  They  were 
healthy  and  perfectly  developed,  but  with  scarcely  any  fat,  and  with  less  firmness 
of  bone  than  normal. 

The  author  believes  that  this  method  will  save  many  children  otherwise  con- 
demned to  premature  birth  and  probable  death. — American  Journal  of  Obgtelrics, 
May,  1890. 

Sheet-Sling  in  Forceps  Deliveries.— -The  crutches  devised  to  steady  the 
flexed  lower  limbs  during  operations  do  their  work  well,  but  are  too  cumbrous  to 
carry.    A  satisfactory  substitute  is  a  sheet  rolled  and  passed  behind  the  neck  and 
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under  the  bent  knees.  The  thighs  are  flexed  as  far  as  possible.  The  extreme 
flexion  of  the  knee  gives  the  hand  such  a  solid  grip  on  the  sheet  that  no  sidewiMe 
slipping  can  occur,  and  the  knees  can  be  adjusted  at  any  distance  apart.  The 
patient  balances  herself.  She  cannot  kick.  The  only  assistant  required  is  the  one 
who  gives  the  chloroform  and  '*  hands  things."  It  is  a  great  help  in  low  forceps 
deliveries,  in  breech  extractions,  in  easy  versions,  and  in  the  restoration  of  the 
perineum.  Even  in  the  severer  cases  that  are  ro^jor  operations  and  require  ether, 
operating  table,  and  assistants,  it  helps.  For  Sims's  position  it  should  go  back  of 
the  shoulder  on  the  upper  side. — Archive*  of  GyncBcology,  May,  1890. 

Puerperal  Eclampsia. — A  correspondent  reports  seven  cases  of  puerperal 
eclampsia  treated  with  prompt  and  unusual  success  with  veratrum  viride.     In  a 

Krimipara  who  previous  to  her  attack  had  had  nnemic symptoms,  stupidity,  intense 
eadache,  etc.,  accompanying  oedema,  after  four  or  five  convulsions  he' adminis- 
tered twelve  drot)s  of  Norwood's  tincture  of  verat.  viride.  The  pult^e,  which  had 
been  100,  was  reduced  to  78.  In  half  an  hour  after  the  first  dose  another  dose  of 
twelve  drops  was  given ;  again  the  pulse  dropped ;  this  time  to  56.  In  a  few 
minutes  she  became  conscious,  although  she  had  been  comatose  from  the  beginning 
of  the  spasm,  and  remained  conscious  during  her  delivery,  which  was  accomplished 
with  little  difficulty.— IVmes  and  Register^  April  26,  1890. 

GoNORRHCEA  AS  A  Cause  OF  SALPINGITIS. — Dr.  Schmltt  communicatee  to  the 
Arehiv.  Jiir  Oyndkologie  an  instructive  case  of  gonorrhoea  in  a  woman.  The  first 
symptoms  were  found  in  the  urethra  and  uterus,  the  discharge  containing  gono- 
cocci ;  then  followed  pains,  frequent  paroxysms  of  fever  and  emaciation  to  such  an 
extent  that  after  several  weeks  the  removal  of  the  left  tube  which  was  considerably 
thickened,  seemed  indicated.  The  operation,  which  consisted  in  salpingectomy 
and  left  ovariotomy,  was  difficult  because  of  the  extensive  adhesions,  so  that  pus 
entered  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  the  serous  covering  of  the  gut  was  torn  in  one 
place.  Death  occurred  on  the  second  day,  and  was  found  at  the  po«t-mortem  ex- 
amination to  have  been  caused  by  peritonitis  from  perforation  of  the  bowel.  Both 
tubes  were  thickened,  enlarged  and  full  of  pus  containing  gonococci,  and  the 
microscopic  appearances  were  similar  to  those  found  in  gonorrhoea  when  recovery 
is  taking  place.  Some  of  the  morbid  changes  could  be  explained  by  increased 
pressure  due  to  the  retention  of  pus.  The  tissues  of  the  tubes  contained  no  gono- 
cocci, which  fact  was  probably  due  to  the  progress  which  had  been  made  towards 
cure.  The  author  was  induced  by  this  case  to  undertake  a  series  of  clinical  ex- 
aminations of  the  disease,  and  in  116  cases  of  acute  or  sub-acute  gonorrhoea  in 
women  he  found  27  complicated  with  secondary  disease  of  the  pelvic  organs,  four 
being  also  syphilitic  In  most  of  these  cases  the  gonorrhoea  had  extendi  also  to 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  whole  of  the  genital  organs  during  the  first  two  months 
after  infection.  He  believes  that  gonorrhoea  perimetritis  is  caused  by  the  admis- 
sion, through  the  abdominal  orifice,  of  the  tube  of  pus,  which  acts  chemically  and 
and  not  through  the  gonoccocci  it  contains. — l^he  Laneeiy  April  26,  1890. 

On  the  Diagnosis  of  Pregnancy  in  the  Early  MoNTHS.--Dr.  L.  Eliot,  in 
the  J^mr.  oftheAmer.  Med.  ^saoc,  June,  1889,  maintains  that  during  the  early  months 
of  pregnancy  the  condition  may  be  suspecte<i  by  the  condition  of  the  pulse,  which 
has  a  most  unusual  steadiness,  being  unaffected  in  pregnancy  by  locomotion  or 
standing,'  or  by  sitting  or  lying.  This  condition  has  already  been  noticed  by  others, 
Joriseune  in  1878,  and  Schapiro  in  1881. 


Cardiac  Affections  of  the  Menopause.— A  frequent  cardiac  trouble  i 
ciated  with  the  menopause,  says  Professor  Kisch,  is  tachycardia  occurring  in  par- 
oxysms. In  the  beginning  of  the  climateric,  when  menstruation  is  becoming  ir- 
regular, although  the  heart  had  been  hitherto  normal,  women  complain  of  attacks 
of  palpitation,  with  or  without  apparent  cause,  lasting  some  minutes  and  re(hirring 
after  several  days.  The  feeling  of  increased  heart-beat  is  very  troublesome  and  is 
accompanied  by  a  sense  of  anxiety  and  of  pressure  in  the  chest,  throbbing  of  the 
carotids,  pulsation  of  the  abdominal  aorta,  with  rushing  of  blood  to  the  head,  occa- 
sional niuscse  volitantes,  noises  in  the  ears,  giddiness,  and  even  fainting.  Objec- 
tively, the  cardiac  action  is  found  to  be  increased,  with  frequency  of  the  pulse  from 
120  to  150,  which  is  unusually  strong,  well-filled  and  regular.  The  heart-sounds 
are  normal.  With  these  cardiac  troubles,  is  usually  combined  a  condition  of  bodily 
and  mental  unrest,  inability  to  follow  regular  employment,  or  restlessness;  sleep 
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is  broken  by  dreams,  and  generally  there  is  great  nervous  irritation.  The  ages  of 
the  Buflerere  range  iisnaily  from  thirty -eight  to  forty-eight.  There  is  no  appear- 
ance of  aofemia ;  on  the  contrary,  the  patient  looks  well- nourish ed,  strong  and  full- 
blooded.  This  paroxysmal  tachycardia  may  remain  during  the  whole  of  the  roeno- 
pauf>e.  The  systematic  use  of  mild  purgatives  is  indicated,  with  dietetic  treatment 
ID  the  shape  of  bland  food,  while  much  improvement  may  result  from  active  bodily 
movement,  cold  bathing  and  moist  applications  to  the  abdomen.  Another  form  of 
heart-trouble  associated  with  the  change  of  life,  shows  the  svmptoms  of  cardiac 
weakness.  It  occurs  usually  in  delicate  women,  who  have  suflercMd  from  chlorosis 
in  youtli,  and  from  an»mia  later  on ;  or,  in  cases  where  the  climacteric  sets  in  with 
profuse  menorrhagia,  or  in  women  who  have  sufiered  much  from  menorrhagia  for- 
merly, or  have  borne  many  children. 

These  complain  much  of  heart-beating,  the  frequency  not  being  so  high  as  in 
other  forms,  though  the  pulse  is  weak,  small,  easily  compressible,  and  sometimes 
intermitteni  or  irregular.  The  action  of  the  heart  shows  weakness  and  want  of 
energy.  Dyspnoea  and  attacks  of  cardiac  asthma  occur,  sometimes  with  angina. 
Congestive  appearances  may  be  present,  such  as  sudden  chilling  of  hands  and  feet, 
often  with  oedema  of  the  ankles,  and  sometimes  there  is  albumin  in  the  urine.  It 
is  very  important  in  these  cases  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  pelvic  organs  A 
thinl  group  arises  from  the  tendency  of  fat  to  find  its  way  into  the  heart  as  part  of 
a  deposit  throughout  the  body  generally.  Women  do  nor,  however,  suffer  so  much 
from  this  form  as  men,  for,  although  the  deposit  of  fat  may  be  greater,  the  female 
organism  is  accustomed  to  such  variations  in  the  amount  of  adipose  tissue,  that  the 
heart  can  accommodate  itself  more  readily. — Berlin  Klin,  Wochemehr.^  50, 1889. 

Reultiok  of  Maternal  to  Postal  Circulation. — £.  Wertheimer  aad  EL 
Meyer  have  studied  this  by  injection  of  analine  oil  into  the  blood  of  the  motker  at 
full  time.  This  substance  has  the  power  of  transforming  the  htemoglobln  of  the 
blood  to  methsemoglobin.  The  presence  of  the  latter  in  blood  may  be  delected  by 
spectroscopic  examination. 

The  above  observers  found  that,  while  the  blood  of  the  mother  migKt  show  the 
presence  of  a  large  quantity  of  methemoglobin  in  the  bloody  and  a  consequent 
diminution  in  its  respiratory  capacity,  the  foetal  blood  remained  free  from  methae- 
mogiobin.  In  other  words  the  toxic  substance  did  not  pass  into  the  foetal  circula- 
tion, a  fact  the  more  surprising  as  it  is  found  in  the  form  of  a  soluble  salt  in  the 
maternal  blood. 

There  is  a  selection  of  material  in  the  placenta.  Thus  Kunts  found  that,  after 
injection  of  sulphindigotate  of  soda  into  the  maternal  circulation^  a  blue  coloration 
appeared  in  the  amniotic  fluid,  but  not  in  the  blood  of  the  foetus^  nor  in  any  of  its 
organs.  According  to  Krukeuburg,  iodide  of  potassium  behaves  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. It  might  be  supposed  that  the  toxic  substance  had  passed  to  the  foetus,  but 
not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  give  the  characteristic  spectroscopic  appearances,  but 
even  so  small  a  quantity  as  one  in  a  hundred  thousand  parts  can  be  readilv  de- 
tected, so  that  this  objection  is  not  tenable.  It  is,  however,  noteworthy  that  the  cfiange 
of  the  heemoglobin  to  metha^moglobin  takes  place  in  the  corpuscles  of  the  blood. 

It  still  remains  desirable  to  ascertain  whether  hsmc^Iobin  or  methsemoglobin 
in  solution  in  the  blood  plasma  can  pass  through  the  placenta  to  the  foetus — OUu- 
gow  Medical  Journal,  May,  1890. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND  LARYNGOLOGY, 

COMDUCTED  BY 
CUAS.  M.  THOMAS,  M.D. 


The  ExcLrsiON  op  Light  is  not  Beneficial  in  the  After  treatment 
OP  Cataract  Operations. — Dr  J.  J.  Chisolm,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Medi- 
cal and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland,  April  22d,  gave  his  experience  during 
the  past  four  years  in  the  treatment  of  cataract  operations.  In  this  paper  Dr. 
Chisolm  reiterated  his  belief  that  these  cases  are  best  treated  without  the  confine- 
ment, darkness  and  heavy  bandages  formerly  insisted  upon  by  all  ophthalmic  sur- 
geons.   He  only  closes  up  the  eye  he  has  operated  on  by  a  strip  of  soft  salicylated 
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silk  isinglass  plaster,  and  then  leaves  the  other  eve  open,  so  that  the  patient  can 
see  to  walk  about,  find  himself  and  make  his  own  toilet.  The  operated  eye  can  be 
sufficiently  well  inspected  through  the  diaphanous  plaster.  By  the  fifth  day  the 
corneal  wound  has  healed,  and  the  strip  of  plaster  is  removed.  His  experience, 
which  covers  hundreds  of  cases,  shows  that  eyes  treated  in  lighted  rooms  escape 
much  of  the  irritability  which  is  found  when  the  bandage  is  removed  in  the  dark- 
room treatment.  For  more  than  four  years  the  doctor  has  oirried  out  this  treat- 
ment, and  is  now  more  than  ever  satisfied  of  its  superiontv. — MediedL  Record ^  Mav 
17, 1890. 

Nasal  Reflex  CHORBA.—Sinoe  1886  Dr.  A.  Jacobi  has  seen  at  least  four  cases 
of  general  chorea  from  chronic  naso- pharyngeal  catarrh,  deviation  of  nasal  septum, 
oiffna,  hypertrophy  of  tonsils,  etc.  This  state  he  thus  exemplifies:  A  child, three, 
•even  or  ten  years  of  age,  will  show  a  number  of  symptoms,  which  to  most  people 
do  not  appear  those  of  any  morbid  condition,  but  simply  the  result  of  bad  habitis 
for  which  it  is  punished.  The  parents  are  told  that  with  puberty  or  sooner  the 
child  will  get  well,  but  instead  it  often  grows  worse.  The  symptoms  consist  in 
local  convulsive  movements,  as  twitchings  about  the  face,  winking  of  the  eyes, 
horizontal  and  vertical  frowning,  twitchings  of  the  angles  of  the  mouth,  shrugging 
of  the  shoulders,  jerking  of  the  arms,  sometimes  throwing  about  of  the  arms,  hawk- 
ing, slight  cough,  some  nasal  catarrh.  This  lasts  a  number  of  years,  being  better 
perhai)s  during  the  warmer  months.  On  examination  the  nose  will  be  found  the 
seat  of  catarrh ;  the  mucous  membrane  thickened  ;  considerable  discharge  present; 
glanHs  of  the  neck  swollen,  particularly  near  the  angle  of  the  jaw ;  sometimes  there 
was  ozsna,  one  or  both  nostrils  more  or  less  obstructed ;  sometimes  deviation  of  the 
septum  ;  in  every  case  a  good  deal  of  pharyngesl  catarrh  ;  the  tonsils  hypertrophied 
and  presenting  a  number  of  follicular  cavities ;  in  a  number  of  cases  a  little  oedemai^ 
-^Medical  Record,  May  17,  1890. 

Optic  Nerve  Atrophy  in  Smokers — Before  the  Ophthalraological  Society 
of  London,  Mr.  Lawford  read  a  papier  on  optic  nerve  atrophy  in  smokers,  based  on 
nine  cases  in  which  the  symptoms  of  the  early  stage  so  closelv  resembled  those  of 
toxic  amblyopia  that  the  diagnosis  made  at  first  was  that  of  tobacco  blindness.  All 
the  patients  were  men  and  smokers,  usually  consuming  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco. 
Treatment  by  abstinence  from  tobacco,  etc.,  led  to  no  improvement ;  indeed,  in 
most  of  the  caset*, sight  became  progressively  worne.  The  general  features  presented 
by  thef^e  csjies  were  gradual  failure  in  vision,  with  central  negative  scotoma  for  form 
and  color.  The  ophthalmic  signs  were  slight  pallor  of  the  temporal  half  of  the  disks, 
without  visible  alteration  in  the  retina]  vessels.  The  chief  distinction  between  these 
cases  and  those  of  ordinary  tobacco  amblyopia  was  found  in  the  peripheral  limita- 
tion of  fields  of  vision  which  was  almost  always  discovered  if  sought  for;  whereas, 
in  tobacco  cases,  the  boundaries  of  the  fi<*lds  were  in  most,  if  not  in  all,  instances 
normal.  None  of  the  patients  under  the  author's  observation  had  symptoms  of 
spinal  disease,  but  one  man,  aged  51,  became  insane  some  m<mtlis  after  his  sight 
failed.  Mr.  Lawford  was  of  the  opinion  that  tobacco  was  certainly  a  factor  in  the 
causation  of  the  optic  nerve  disease.  Mr.  Adams  Frost  said  that  he  looked  upon 
these  cases  as  those  of  tobacco  neuriti»<,  in  which  secondary  atrophy  supervened. 
He  had  long  held  the  opinion  that  if  vision  deteriorated  beyond  a  certain  point,  in 
tobacco  amblyopia,  recovery  did  not  take  place.  Dr,  Hill  GriflSth  did  not  regard 
them  as  cases  of  tobacco  neuritis,  for  he  held  that  disease  of  optic  nerves  fn>m 
tobacco  was  always  followed  bv  recovery  on  discontinuing  the  drug. — Lancet^  May 
10.  1890. 

Artificial  Maturation  of  Immature  Senile  Cataract  by  Trituration. 
— Before  the  Opiithalmological  Society  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Mr.  McHardy 
said  that  fully  five  years'  experience  with  this  procedure  had  convinced  him  of  the 
following  :  Complete  ripeniuff  of  immature  cataracts  may  be  safely  and  almost  cer- 
tainly Kecured  in  from  eight  days  to  eight  weeks,  with  preliminary  iridectomy,  with 
trituration  of  the  lens  through  the  cornea  and  pupil ;  the  ultimate  results  vsurgical 
and  vibual;  of  extractive  operations  in  Huch  cases  are  quite  equal  to  the  resulu  of 
similar  operations  for  senile  cataracts  which  have  been  allowed  to  fully  mature 
spontaneously  ;  the  removal  of  such  artificially  matured  cataracts  is  entirely  free 
from  those  risks,  drawbacks,  and  after  impaired  ultimate  results  which  follow  from 
the  removal  of  immature  senile  cataracts. — Bi-itish  Medical  Journal,  May  10, 1890. 
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Nasal  Intubation. — This  cnnRiKts  in  placing  in  the  nostril  a  tube  of  suitable 
material,  size,  and  shape  through  which  the  respiration  is  performed,  and  also  as  a 
means  of  treatment  for  nasal  diseases  from  various  causes.  After  an  experience  of 
many  years  with  metal  and  other  materials,  Dr.  D.  H.  Goodwillie  says  it  has  been 
proved  to  his  satisfaction  that  pure  soft  rubber  is  the  b^t  material  for  the  intra- 
nasal tubes.  Respiration  can  be  performed  during  treatment.  The  tube  gives  little 
or  no  inconvenience  to  the  patient,  and  is  not  seen  externally.  They  are  readily 
introduced  and  removed.  They  can  be  obtained  of  W.  F.  Ford  of  New  York,  and 
are  made  in  sets  of  six  sizes.  The  following  are  some  of  the  nasal  diseases  in  which 
the  intra-nasal  tubes  have  successfully  been  used : 

1  Hypertrophy  of  the  soft  intra-nasal  tissues,  when  the  tube  is  used  for  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  time  to  produce  a  change  in  the  vascular  tissue. 

2.  Deviations  of  the  cartilaginous  septum. 

3-  Intra-nasal  hapmorrhage. 

4.  Fracture  of  the  nose. 

5.  After  the  removal  of  hypertrophic  tissue,  deviations  of  the  septum,  polypi, 
etc.,  by  surgical  means.— .y.  Y.  Medical  Journal,  May  17, 1890. 

GEIiSEMTUM  IK  A  CUTE  AND  ChbONIC    InFZJIHMATIONS  OF  OfTIC  NeRVE  AND 

Retina. — Dr.  W.  A.  Phillips  strongly  urges  more  frequent  use  of  this  remedy  in 
retinal  and  nerve  inflammation,  and  believes  its  full  value  is  far  from  being  prop- 
erly appreciated.  As  illustrative  of  its  physiological  action,  he  gives  two  instances 
in  which  five-drop  doses  of  the  tincture  were  sufficient  to  produce  tlie  characteristic 
symptoms  of  giddiness,  headache,  and  heaviness  of  the  lids,  followed  by  almost  total 
loss  of  vision.  In  one  case,  the  accommodation  failed  first,  while  in  the  other  the 
•ensibility  to  retinal  impressions  seemed  to  precede  the  loss  of  adjustment.  In 
about  forty  minutes  after  the  five  drops  were  taken  the  vision  was  reduced  to  ^f^, 
could  not  be  improved  by  lenses,  and  would  oontinue  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes. 
Normal  vision  returned  in  from  one-half  to  two  hours.  There  was  not  sufficient 
change  in  the  ophthalmoscopic  appearance  to  indicate  impaire<l  vision.  Whether 
the  continued  use  of  thift  dnig,  even  in  persons  so  susceptible  to  its  toxic  eAecls, 
would  eventually  produce  permanent  impairment  or  total  lossof  sigiat  in  a  manner 
similar  to  that  produced  by  tobacco,  can,  of  course,  only  be  conjectured.  Three 
cases  of  neuro-retinal  disease,  with  impaired  vision,  are  given  in  which  the  use  of 
gelseroium  appeared  to  act  beneficially. — Journal  of  Ophthal.,  Otol.jandLaryti(,ol., 
April,  1890. 

TbEATMENT    of    TkACHOMA    by    ExPRESglON   OF    THE    GRANULATIONS.— Dr. 

Barton  Pitts,  in  an  interesting  paper  on  granular  lids,  in  speaking  of  the  treatment, 
says  he  has  given  extensive  trial  to  the  process  of  squeezing  out  the  granulation.  He 
believes  it  especiallv  adapted  to  the  relief  of  the  early  presence  of  trachomatous 
bodies.  In  his  hands  it  has  been  harmless  and  comparatively  painless  in  its  applica- 
tion, and  has  produced  cure^,  often  in  a  few  weeks'  time,  without  the  usual  destruc- 
tive atrophy  of  the  conjunctiva.  His  preference  in  the  procedure  is  to  use  a  diminu- 
tive pair  of  rin^  force|)6,  and,  after  cocainizing  the  partA,  to  strip  the  entire  surface 
of  the  conjunctiva  free  from  all  visible  granulations.  This  should  be  repeated  from 
time  to  time,  using  as  auxiliary  means  thorough  and  frequent  working  of  the  con- 
junctiva with  jj/^f^  or  jo^ffir  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  and  occasionally,  for 
the  stimulating  etfect,  especially  in  the  more  advanoed  chronic  cases,  an  ointment  of 
yellow  oxide  of  mercury,  and,  when  there  is  much  thickening  of  the  parts,  with 
pannus  and  sluggishness  of  the  absorption,  the  occasional  application  of  the  crystal 
of  copper. — American  Journal  OphJlhalmologyy  A  pril,  1890. 

Mobilization  op  the  Stirrup  in  Middle- Ear  Deafness. — Since  the  intro- 
duction of  this  operation  by  Boucheron  in  a  paper  before  the  Academic  of  Sciences, 
at  Paris,  two  years  ago,  a  number  of  reports  have  been  made,  mainly  on  the  Euro- 
pean continent,  more  or  less  favorable  to  the  practice.  At  the  International  Con- 
gress of  Otology,  September,  1889,  Boucheron  spoke  of  it  as  the  operation  of  the 
future  in  otology.  The  special  indications  and  contra- indications  for  the  perform- 
ance of  this  operation  are  still  aubjudice. 

In  a  paper  on  the  subject  covering  an  experience  of  sixteen  months,  Miot  describes 
the  operation  as  follows:  Under  strict  antiseptic  precautions  the  membranatyuipani 
is  divided  freely  along  its  posterior  bony  attachment.    The  flap  of  the  membrane  so 
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formed  is  then  turned  forward,  and  a  spatula-ehaped  Boand  introdaoed  under  the 
an vil-8tirriip  joint  bo  as  to  bring  it  parallel  lo  the  legs  of  the  stirnip.  Besting  the 
shank  of  the  Houud  againnt  the  speculum,  gentle  leverage- pressure  and  traction  are 
made  on  theossicles  until  the  stirrup  is  loosened.  This  failing  to  separate  thestirmp 
from  its  position,  a  hook  may  be  slipped  between  tlie  legs  of  the  stirrup  and  direct 
traclion  applied  to  the  bone.  As  the  stirrup  leaves  the  oval  window,  traction sfaoald 
immediately  cease.  The  separation  of  the  ossicle  is  usually  made  apparent  to  the 
patient  by  a  rustling  or  purring  sound.  Following  the  operation,  the  parts  are  irri- 
gated with  a  xoVv  sublimate  solution,  and  the  canal  packed  with  iodoform  or  boric 
cotton.  The  dressings  are  changed  every  twenty-fonr  hours,  or  oftener.  Although 
Miot  and  Boucheron  consider  the  operation  practically  without  risk  to  the  patient, 
other  speakers  condemned  it  as  a  dangerous  procedure  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
in  securing  complete  antisepsis. — Archiv.Jur  OhrenheUkuwUf  29  Band,  4  Heft,  1890. 

Slittiko  or  Tearing  Open  the  Tonsiub.— Conglomerations  of  secreta  are  often 
sealf'd  in  the  lacnnai  of  the  tonsils,  and  these  keep  up  a  constant  irritation  of  the 
tissue  of  the  glands,  and  render  them  more  liable  to  inflammatory  processes  and  in- 
fections. They  frequently  cause  chronic  pharyngitis,  panesthesiae  and  hypenesthesis 
in  the  throat.'  The  removal  of  these  conglomerations  can  be  easily  accomplished. 
A  booklet  is  pushed  into  the  lacunae- of  the  tonsils,  and  its  dull  end  presRea  down- 
ward or  upward,  according  to  the  location  of  the  offending  mass,  and  then  tears 
open  the  bridge  formed  by  the  median  wall  of  the  lacunae,  which  are  thus  changed 
into  open  sulci,  and  they  are  cleaned  up  by  deglutition.  It  is  always  advisable  to 
preface  this  little  operation  by  pencilling  the  parts  with  cocaine,  as  thus  the  whole 
procedure  will  be  without  pain. — Berlin.  Klin.  Woehentchr.,  3,  1890. 

Arterial  Puuse  on  the  Velum  Palati. — Muella  discovered  rhythmical  pnl> 
sations  of  the  velum  palati  in  a  case  of  aortic  insufficiency  with  intercurrent  angina. 
With  every  pulse  in  the  carotids  the  tonsils  and  the  palatal  arches  rose,  as  if  ap- 
proaching the  median  line,  while  the  free  edge  of  the  palate  and  the  aorta  dropped, 
as  it  were,  by  a  rhythmical  motion,  causing  a  narrowing  of  the  faucial  cavity  and 
simultaneously  a  momentary  increiised  redness  of  the  raucous  membrane.  These 
pulsations  continued  after  the  angina  was/  cured.  Dr.  Merklen  describes  a  similar 
cafee  in  a  youiig  man,  suffering  from  disease  of  the  heart  in  consequence  of  articular 
rheumatism,  wlio  had  mitral  and  aortic  in!<ufficiency  with  hypertrophy  of  the  left 
heart.  With  the  classical  symptoms  of  aortic  insufficiency  and  capillary  pulse  on 
the  nails  there  was  decided  pulsation  of  the  uvula  and  of  the  velum  palati. — Gai, 
Hebdom.,  11,  1890. 
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Electrolysis  in  the  Treatment  of  Stricture  of  the  Rectitm. — Dr.  Robert 
Newman,  in  concluding  a  lengthy  communication  on  this  subject,  advances  the 
following  nroposltions  based  on  his  experience :  1.  Electrolysis  in  the  treatment  of 
stricture  of  the  rectum  is  not  a  panacea ;  on  the  contrary,  failures  may  happen ;  ami 
probably  will  ultimately  fail  if  the  stricture  is  due  to  carcinoma.  2.  £lei*tn>Iyi<i.s 
will  give  improvement  to  the  rectal  stricture  when  all  other  means  have  failed.  3. 
Electrolysis  will  cure  a  certain  percentage  of  cases  without  relapse  better  than  other 
modes  of  treatment,  and  without  the  necessity  of  an  after-treatment  or  using  bougies. 
4.  The  best  chances  for  a  cure  are  with  the  fibrous  inflammatory  strictures.  5.  The 
best  mode  of  treatment  is  by  a  metallic  bulb  as  negative,  weak  currents,  and  inter- 
Tals  of  four  days  to  two  weeks. — Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Astodation,  May 
17,  )»90. 

Asepsis  of  Instruments  Employed  in  the  Urethra.— Dr.  Picard  writes 
in  the  Gazette  den  Hdpitattx  upon  the  subject  of  asepsis  of  catheters  and  sounds  before 
they  are  passed  into  the  urethra  and  bladder.  Respecting  the  means  tO'be  employed 
to  secure  asepsis,  the  author  confines  himself  to  those  easily  secured  by  the  general 
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practitioner.  Metallic  instrnraenbi  are  mot^t  easily  disinfected.  Boiling  in  simple 
water  or  in  salt  water  il  regarded  as  giving  the  necesHary  guarantees.  Boiling  in  car- 
bolixed  water  in  preferable,  but  often  impracticable.  Soft  or  Bemi-sofl  instniments  are 
more  commonly  employed,  and  require  greater  care.  The  soft,  red,  caoutchouc 
sound,  called  after  N6la'ton,  which  is  most  extensively  employed,  is  one  easily  disin- 
fected and  kept  rigorously  clean.  It  may  be  dipped  for  a  few  seconds  into  boiling- 
water,  or  it  may  be  kept  constantly  in  a  strong  antiseptic  solution.  It  is  recommended 
to  wash  the  sound,  thus  kept  in  strong  antiseptics,  before  nsing,  either  in  boilings 
water  or  boric  acid  solution.  After  boiling,  the  instrument  may  be  taken  up  with  a 
clean  forceps  and  placed  in  a  jar  containing  a  saturated  solution  of  boric  acid.  A 
thread  previously  fastened  in  the  end  of  the  sound  is  slipped  into  a  slit  in  the  cork, 
and  the  SOI md  is  thus  suspended  and  can  be  readily  withdrawn  without  handling 
when  needed.  Semi-soft  gummy  catheters  and  sounds  are  not  so  easily  sterilized. 
They  should  be  placed  in  tubes  whose  open  extremity  is  filled  with  absorbent  cotton. 
The  tube  is  then  placed  in  boiling- water,  and  allowed  to  remain  for  half  an  hour, 
keeping  the  interior  of  the  tube  at  100^  C.  During  this  time  this  heat  will  suffi- 
ciently sterilize  the  tubes.  It  will  be  more  prudent  to  repeat  this  process  several 
tiroes*  at  intervals  of  twenty-four  hours,  for  while  this  temperature  destroys  adult 
bacteria,  it  is  without  effect  upon  the  spores.  The  sounds  can  be  sterilized  by  placing 
in  a  tube  of  boiling-water. 

The  hands  of  the  physician  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  rendered  aseptic. 
The  meatus  and  glans  penis  o.f  the  patient  should  be  washed  in  a  sublimate  solution 
or  with  hot  water.  If  the  urethra  n  already  infected,  it  should  be  washed  out  with 
a  saturated  solution  of  boric  acid.— Jimm.  of  Cut.  and  Oen,  Ur,  Dis.f  May,  1890. 

Dislocation  of  the  Penis  Beneath  the  Skin  of  the  Scrotum. — Malin- 
ovski  records  a  case  of  very  unusual  injury  to  the  penis.  A  man  who  had  been 
employed  in  minding  a  horse  that  was  working  a  mill,  got  entangled  in  the  ma- 
chinery, the  trousers  being  drawn  l)etween  a  horizontal  and  vertical  cogged  wheel, 
and  the  penis  was  injured.  There  were  two  great  wounds ;  one,  an  extensive  rup- 
toreof  the  integument  of  the  scroto-penile  fold  on  the  leftside,  the  body  of  the  penis 
itself  slipping  under  the  skin  of  the  scrotum.  He  was  attended  in  a  rural  district 
by  a  hospital  sergeant,  who  did  not  reduce  the  dislocation,  or  suture  the  woundn, 
but  contented  himself  with  applying  antiseptic  dressings.  In  about  three  weeks  the 
man  had  quite  recovered.  From  the  first  there  was  no  swelling  of  the  scrotum  and 
no  difficulty  in  micturition  ;  the  only  thing  he  complained  of,  was  the  impossibility 
of  coition.  When  he  was  admitted  under  Professor  Levshin,  four  months  after  the 
accident,  the  glans  was  seen  to  be  protruding  from  the  wound  in  the  left  scroto- 
penile  fold,  the  lips  of  which  had  closed  around  the  sulcus,  the  rest  of  the  penis 
Deing  fell  as  a  perfectly  movable  body  beneath  the  skin  of  the  scrotum  and  the  skin 
of  the  penis,  hanging  down  in  front  of  the  scrotum  like  an  apron  attached  to  the 
cicatrix  by  its  inferior  border.  This  skin  or  so-called  cutaneous  tube  (Nelaton)  of 
the  penis,  the  lumen  of  which  was  obliterated,  was  first  made  permeable  and  dilated 
by  means  of  tents,  and  repeated  attempts  made  to  return  the  body  of  the  penis  into 
it  Uhimatelv,  however,  these  were  abandoned,  and  recourse  had  to  a  plastic  ope- 
ration, the  body  of  the  penis  being  released  by  slitting  up  the  scrotum,  and  a  new 
covering  formed  for  it  partly  outside  of  the  scrotal  integument  and  partly  out  of  the 
proper  skin.  The  result  was  entirely  satisfactory  as  to  the  power  of  coition.  There 
was,  however,  some  shortening  of  the  organ. — The  Lancet,  April  12, 1890. 

Indications  for  Abdominal  Section,  and  the  Details  of  its  Perform- 
ance.— In  an  address  before  the  Cardiff  Medical  Society,  Tait  runs  over  this  im- 
portant subject.  Exploratory  incision  is  earnestly  advocated  as  an  aid  to  diagnosis, 
early  and  late.  Even  the  two  or  three  per  cent,  mortality  cannot  be  attributed  to 
the  operation,  but  rather  to  the,  at  timet,  existing  desperate  morbid  condition. 
Aside  from  this,  the  indications  are  familiar  to  everv  operator.  As  to  details,.sim- 
plicity  is  the  great  desideratum.  Forceps,  which  also  take  the  place  of  retractors, 
a  sharp  knife  and  a  knovn  number  of  sponges.  The  latter  are  washed  thoroughly 
and  kept  dry,  as  they  cannot  decompose  in  this  state.  Instruments  are  dean  and 
kept  in  water  to  wash  off  blood,  etc.;  coagula  are  thus  kept  out  of  the  wound,  as 
they  wonid  be  a  nidus  for  germs ;  this  is  more  to  be  feared  than  the  germs  them- 
selves. The  water  for  the  sponges  and  instruments  is  *'  tap-water,"  but  the  basint 
are  scrupulously  clea%  The  same  water  is  used  for  irrigation  or  douching  the  ab- 
domen. The  patient  should  be  under  the  surgeon*s  care  at  least  forty-eight  hours 
before  operation.    Hospital-trained  nurses  are  a  nuisance,  and  cannot  compare  with 
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those  trained  bj  the  surgeon  hinktelf.  The  bed  is  a  narrow  one.  with  a  spring  mat- 
tresA ;  a  laxative  the  evening  before  the  operation  is  followed  by  an  enema  the 
next  morning.  The  operating  table  b  narrow.  Two  parts  of  ether  and  one  of  chlo- 
roform are  used  in  patients  under  forty-five,  the  proportion  of  the  latter  being  in- 
creased after  that  age.  The  anaesthetist  is  to  attend  to  his  patient  and  do  nothing 
else.  Another  assistant  keeps  his  month  shut  and  does  only  what  he  is  told  I  K 
nurHe  attends  to  the  sponges.  The  incision  is  made  down  to  the  tendon ;  the  rectin 
Hheath  is  oi)ened  and  split;  the  peritoneum  is  picked  up  and  nicked  between  two 
forceps,  ana  the  opening  enlarged  over  the  finger.  The  point  of  election  is  the  linea 
alba,  the  "  centric  incision."  Once  it  becomes  eccentric,  its  location  must  depend  upon 
the  indications,  the  tumor  being  attacked  at  its  most  prominent  point  Drainage 
is  to  be  used  when  there  is  fear  of  hemorrhage.  This  has  reduced  the  mortality 
ten  to  fifteen  per  cent;  the  older  the  patient  the  more  need  for  drainage.  To  Eoe- 
berer  is  given  the  credit  of  abdominal  drainage  and  the  hemostatic  forceps,  "  the 
Hciraor  artery-forceps."  For  closure  of  the  wound,  silk  is  to  be  used  fas  well  as  for 
ligaturef),  with  straight  bayonet-pointed  needles.  Silk  is  an  animal  structure,  but 
must  be  pure,  as  shown  by  its  complete  solubility  in  caustic  potash ;  if  any  residue 
is  left  in  this  solution  it  contains  linen.  That  such  ligatures  will  disappear  from 
the  pedicles  of  tumors,  etc.,  in  time,  has  been  proved  by  subsequent  examinations  ; 
occasionally  sinuses  will  form  from  the  death  of  a  ligature.  The  abdominal  cavity 
is  to  be  washed  by  a  stream  of  water ;  clots,  etc.,  are  thus  coaxed  out  of  every  comer, 
and  oozing  from  adhesions  is  arretted.  The  after-treatment  is  usually  nnoonipli- 
cated,  except  in  hysterectomies,  which  may  go  wrong  five  or  six  weeks  after  an 
apparently  successful  operation.  The  patient  is  not  allowed  to  swallow  anything 
for  twenty-four  houre,  except,  f^rhaps,  a  teaspoonful  of  warm  water  now  and  then ; 
this  serves  to  rinse  out  the  mouth  and  allay  thirst.  An  empty  stomach  diminishes 
the  tendency  to  the  annoying  and  at  times  serious  vomiting,  and  favors  absorption 
of  any  peritoneal  effusion.  On  the  second  day  a  few  tablespoon fu Is  of  milk  and 
soda  are  given.  The  third  is  the  critical  day,  and  the  danger  peritonitis,  indicated 
by  epigastric  distension.  Should  this  condition  supervene,  a  small  saline  cathartic 
and  a  turpentine  enema  should  be  given  which  will  carry  off'the  flatus.  Distension 
is  all  that  is  to  be  feared,  and  can  be  relieved  in  this  way.  The  temperature  is  of 
secondary  importance,  the  pulse  being  the  great  guide,  and  when  it  rises  to  120  a 
minute,  there  is  cause  for  anxiety.  Another  very  important  guide  is  the  expression 
of  the  face,  and  anxiety  is  a  danger  signal,  as  is  also  a  talkative  tendency  after 
operation.— Jifedieo/  Record,  May  3, 1890. 

Excision  of  the  Superior  Maxilla. — J.  D.  Bryant,  after  critically  analyz- 
ing 2-34  cases  of  the  above  operation  collected  by  him,  comes  to  the  following  coa- 
clusions : 

1.  Excision  of  the  superior  maxilla  is  not  a  dangerous  operation,  the  death- 
rate  in  his  table  being  14  per  cent,  in  230  cases  in  which  a  single  jnaxilla  was 
renioifed. 

2.  Contrary  to  the  general  belief,  excision  of  both  superior  maxille  is  not  a 
specially  dangerous  procedure.  In  24  cases  there  were  no  deaths,  but  in  15  of  these 
the  removals  were  incomplete.  Complete  removal  is  five  times  as  dangerous  as 
partial  excision. 

3.  While  dangerous  hieniorrhage  is  not  frequent  in  this  operation,  still  its  effects 
are  to  be  feared  more  than  any  other  result  of  the  operation  itself.  About  4  per 
cent,  died  of  primary  hemorrhage. 

4.  Removal  of  the  upper  jaw  for  the  cure  of  bony  and  fibrous  tumors,  and  the 
removal  of  naso-pharyngeal  polypi,  is  attended  frequently  with  dangerous  and  fatal 
hiemorrhage. 

5.  Ligature  of  one  or  both  external  carotids  is  a  safe  and  commendable  procedure 
when  dangerous  hiemorrhage  is  apprehended  as  the  result  of  operations  on  the  area 
of  their  dintribution. 

6.  Ligature  of  one  or  both  of  these  arteries  mav  delay  the  return  and  hinder  the 
progress  of  a  morbid  growth  if  it  be  developing  in  tissues  supplied  with  blood  by 
these  vessels. 

7.  Ligature  of  the  common  carotid,  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  circulation 
of  the  external,  is  unwise,  unsurgical  and  unwarrantable. — Annals  o/Siurgerjff  May, 
1890. 

Treatment  op  Rectal  Prolapse  by  Excision.— F.  Treves  writes  to  criticize 
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the  treatment  in  ordinary  use  for  severe  and  intractable  rectal  prolapse.  This  con- 
dition is  met  with  in  children  or  in  advanced  life.  In  the  former  it  appears  to  be 
doe  to  a  susceptible  reflex  nerve  apparatus,  a  feeble  muscular  control,  frequent 
digestive  disturbances,  excessive  activity  of  the  alimentary  canal,  a  comparatively 
straight  rectum  with  loose  connections  and  mesocolon,  and  subject  to  pressure,  as  it 
lies  more  in  the  abdomen  than  in  the  shallow  pelvis.  Moreover,  the  sacrum  is 
quite  straight  and  the  prostate  small ;  straining  occurs  frequently  from  vcHical  cal- 
culus, phimosis,  worms,  diarrhoea,  scybala,  etc. ;  tenesmus  is  a  common  symptom, 
and  this  is  the  age  at  which  intussusceptions  occur ;  the  ileo-ctecal  opening,  where 
they  are  so  commonly  met  with,  is  but  an  internal  anus,  that  of  the  small  intestine. 
In  the  youni^  this  is  usually  a  more  or  less  active  process,  and  may  be  attended  by 
violent  symptoms ;  in  the  aged,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  usually  a  passive  process. 
Relaxed  tissue,  enfeebled  muscles,  dulled  nerve  apparatus  and  prolonged  straining, 
ancfa  as  are  associated  with  stricture,  prostatic  hypertrophy,  constipation  and  chronic 
cough,  are  its  pre-requisites.  The  prolapse  may  be  of  two  varieties :  Partial,  in 
which  the  mucous  membrane  is  alone  protruded,  the  muscular  coat  remaining  un- 
changed in  position  ;  the  loose  connection  between  the  mucous  and  mu.sciilar  ooata 
allows  this  to  be  quite  extensive;  compleUi  in  which  all  the  coats  of  the  rectum  are 
prolapsed,  mucou«,  muscular,  and,  sometimes,  serous.  The  majority  of  cases,  espe- 
cially children,  will  vield  to  simple  measures, — rest,  removal  of  the  cause,  improve* 
ment  of  the  general  health,  regulation  of  the  bowels,  astringents  locally,  trusses,  etc. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  the  aged  it  often  happens  that  the  condition,  although  it  resists 
such  treatment,  does  not  cause  sufficient  inconvenience  to  warrant  more  active  sur- 
gical interference.  Three  cases  treated  by  operation  are  cited  :  1.  Male,  37  years 
of  age,  with  prolapse  of  eleven  years'  standing,  due  to  chronic  diarrhcea.  Re- 
duction was  difficult,  defecation  distressing,  and  had  obliged  him  to  give  up  his 
business.  The  protrusion  was  five  inches  lon^,  could  be  reduced  with  difficulty,  and 
reappeared  as  soon  as  the  pressure  was  stopped.  The  mucous  membrane  within  the 
lumen  of  the  prolapse  was  grasped  by  tongue  forceps  and  drawn  down,  showing  the 
real  apex  and  preventing  recession.  An  incision  was  then  made  at  the  muco-ciita- 
neous  junction,  and  the  mucous  membrane  dissected  off  and  turned  down  like  a 
cuff.  It  was  amputated  at  the  level  of  the  anus,  the  cut  edge  being  caught  by 
pressure-forceps,  and  the  bleeding  points  tied  with  catgut.  This  was  then 
stitched  to  the  skin  with  silkworm-gut.  Recovery  was  slow,  but  the  prolapse  was 
completely  cured.  About  one  inch  of  the  external  sphincter  was  excised  and  the 
ends  united,  as  the  resulting  anal  orifice  was  very  large,  admitting  four  fingers. 
The  author  considers  the  procedure  useless  and  it  was  followed  in  this  case  by 
tenesmus  and  pain.  (2.)  Female,  43  years  of  age,  prolapse  of  20  years'  standing, 
which  had  been  operated  several  times  with  the  cautery  without  avail.  The  condition, 
operation  and  result  were  similar  to  the  preceding  cane.  (3.)  Male,  36  years,  with 
"  com|[>Iete  "  prolapse  of  four  years'  duration.  The  mucous  membrane  was  dissected 
ofi'as  in  the  former  cases.  The  protrusion  was  then  hard,  except  anteriorly,  where 
it  was  flaccid  and  the  peritoneum  evidently  present.  The  buttocks  were  raised  to 
cause  recession  of  the  intestines  and  the  prolapse  cut  across  at  the  level  of  the  anus 
or  the  base  of  the  protruded  cone.  The  peritoneal  opening  was  plugged  and  the 
two  serous  surfaces  accurately  united.  The  balance  of  the  amputation  after  the 
hcemorrhage  was  arrested,  mucous  and  muscular  coats  were  united  by  deep  sutures  to 
the  skin  and  subcutaneous  structures.  Recovery  was  complete  and  without  complica- 
tion. The  author  draws  the  following  conclusions :  Subcutaneous  injections  of  ergotin, 
nux  vomica,  or  carbolic  acid  need  to  be  frequently  repeated,  are  very  painful,  cause 
spasm  of  the  sphincter  and  are  occasionally  fatal.  Nitric  acid  applications  are  relics 
of  barbarism;  they  cause  excessive  pain,  sometimes  extensive  sloughing,  severe 
inflammation,  or  fatal  hemorrha^re.  A  cure,  if  it  result,  is  at  best  very  slow. 
(3.)  The  cautery  and  clamp  are  painful,  excite  at  times  severe  inflammation  and  may 
result  in  excessive  cicatrization.  (4  )  The  above-mentioned  methods,  therefore,  are 
clumsy,  uncertain,  unsafe  and  painful.  (5.)  £xcision  leaves  a  smooth  bowel  end, 
instead  of  a  burnt  or  gangrenous  surface ;  haemorrhage  can  be  controlled,  stricture 
is  not  to  be  feared  and  healing  is  rapid  and  complete. — London  Lancet,  March  1, 1890. 

Thb  Questiok  of  what  Produces  and  what  Pbbvents  Ankyix)sis  op 
Joints  — In  a  series  of  experiments  recently  conducted  bv  Phelps  he  endeavored 
to  determine  the  question  of  whether  prolonged  fixation  ot  a  joint  would  result  in 
ankylosis.  The  teachings  have  been  that  when  normal  joints  have  been  immor 
biliced  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  ankylosis  invariably  results,  and  consequently 
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that  motion  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  normal  integrity  of  a  joint.  Rest  being  one 
of  the  first  principles  in  the  treatment  of  diseased  conditions,  it  seems  as  though  the 
exception  made  in  joints  was  inconnistent.  Therefore  the  author  was  led  to  make 
the  following  experiments:  Four  dogs  were  selected  and  their  limbs  immobilized. 
The  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  experiments  of  this  kind  are  apparent  to  all, 
doflTs  not  bearing  confinement  well  in  a  cramped  and  unnatural  position.  This 
difficulty  however  was  overcome  in  a  way  presently  to  be  described,  so  that  the 
author  succeeded  in  keeping  one  dog  six  weeks;  one  three  months  and  a  half;  and 
two  five  months,  lacking  one  week.  The  animals  having  been  etherized  the  limbs 
were  carefully  wrapped  with  cotton  batting,  over  which  a  roller  and  plaster  of  Paris 
bandages  were  applied,  the  legs  being  held  in  a  straight  position  until  the  plaster 
hardened.  The  body  of  the  dog  was  now  similarly  dressed  and  a  few  turns  made 
to  include  the  legs  and  draw  them  well  up.  In  three  of  the  dogs  the  front  legs  were 
immobilized  and  in  the  other  the  hind  leg.  On  examining  the  joints,  all  excepting 
one  were  found  in  a  perfectly  normal  condition,  and  in  that  one,  owing  to  pressure, 
a  congested  spot  was  found  on  the  head  and  corresponding  portion  of  the  acetabu- 
Inm ;  the  synovial  membrane,  however,  was  normal.  These  experiments  lead  the 
author  to  the  following  conclusions:  (1.)  A  normal  joint  will  not  become  anky- 
losed  by  simple  immobilization  for  five  months.  (2.)  ifotion  is  not^wential  for  the 
preservation  of  the  normal  histological  character  of  a  joint.  (3.)  When  a  healthy 
loint  becomes  an  ley  losed  or  its  histological  character  changed,  it  is  not  due  to  pro- 
longed rest,  but  to  pathological  changes.  (4.)  A  joint  immobilized  so  as  to  proauce 
and  continue  intra-articular  pressure  will  result  in  destruction  of  the  articular  sur- 
faces. (5.)  MuHcular  atrophy  will  follow  prolonged  fixation  of  a  joint.  If  the^e 
experiments  have  proven  that  prolonged  rest  will  not  produce  ankylosis  of  a  normal 
joint,  that  motion  is  not  an  essential  for  the  preservation  of  its  normal  function, 
then  the  cause  of  ankylosis  must  be  dependent  upon  pathological  changes  and  not 
upon  prolonged  immobilization. — New  York  Medical  Jmumalf  May  17,  1890. 

Operation  under  Hypnotism.— E.  L.  Wood,  of  Minneapolis,  reports  an  inter- 
esting case  of  OHteo-myelitis,  in  which  a  necrotomy  was  performed  without  the 
slightest  pain.  The  patient  was  hypnotized  some  six  times  previous  to  the  opera- 
tion in  onier  to  g^t  him  under  good  control.  On  the  morning  of  the  operation,  he 
was  hypnotized  in  bed,  and  then  led  to  the  operating-room.  The  several  existing 
fistulse  were  explored,  and  an  incistion,  some  four  inches  in  length  made,  after  which 
a  large  portion  of  the  bone  was  removed  with  the  mallet  and  chisel  The  operation 
was  done  under  antiseptic  precautions  and  dretwed  antiseptically.  He  was  then 
taken  back  to  bed,  and  told  that  he  could  have  something  to  eat  in  a  few  hours.  He 
remained  in  a  cataleptic  state  until  his  meal  time,  when  he  sat  up  and  requested  his 
dinner. — Medical  Record,  January  4,  1890. 

Ether  Enemata  in  Intestinal  Occlttsion. — Dr.  Clausi  gives  an  acconnt  of 
two  cases  of  intestinal  occlusion  cured  by  enemata  of  sulphuric  ether,  all  other 
means  having  proved  unsuccessful.  The  following  is  the  author's  mode  of  proce- 
dure; Having  dissolved  ten  grammes  of  ether  in  alcohol,  add  three  hundred  grs. 
distilled  fennel  water.  A  rubber  tube  is  now  introduced  a^  high  up  the  rectum 
as  possible,  and  then  the  fluid  is  injected  with  an  ordinary  syringe.  The  patients 
experience  a  seasation  of  heat,  which  is  difTuseil  over  the  entire  nbdomen  ;  almost 
immediately  following  the  injection  they  had  returns  from  the  stomach  with  the 
characteristic  odor  of  ether.  A  short  time  following  the  injection,  large  evacuations 
of  fecal  matter  took  place,  after  which  the  colicky  pains  subsided.  The  author  wan 
led  to  the  use  of  ether  by  its  phyMical  and  physiological  properties  which  are  to 
excite  peristalsis,  un  esnential  condition  to  overcome  occlusion.  This  is  either  be- 
cause it  excites  the  terminal  filaments  of  the  motor-nerves  of  the  intestines  directly 
or,  because  its  point  of  ebullition  being  35°  C,  the  internal  temperature  of  the 
body,  the  ether  passes  rapidly  into  a  state  of  vapor,  thereby  suddenly  producing 
distension  of  the  gut. — InternfUional  Journal  of  Surgery ^  May,  1890. 

The  Importance  op  Washing  out  the  Peritoneal  Cavity  as  a  Meaiss  of 
8]<x;URiNo  A  Natural  Disposition  op  the  Intestines  after  Laparotomy, — 
Malcolm,  in  an  interesting  article,  again  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of  irriga- 
ting the  abdominal  cavity,  as  simple  paralysis  may  result,  though  no  peritonitis  be 
present,  and,  as  raw  peritoneal  surfaces  are  apt  to  unite,  there  is  the  constant  danger 
of  adhesions  forming.  It  is  im(K>;<8ible  to  so  arrange  the  coils  of  intestines  that  they 
will  not  at  some  time  become  adherent.    In  sponging,  they  are  apt  to  be  disturbed 
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mud  thrown  into  nnnatnral  relations,  where&<«,  by  irrigation,  they  float  upward  and 
■o  undo  any  twists  that  may  have  formed.  If  the  fluid  be  now  withdrawn  by  means 
of  a  syringe  instead  of  sponges,  the  intestines  settle  down  in  their  natural  |)osition, 
jnst  as  when  ascitic  fluid  is  removed.  The  important  point  to  be  remembered,  is 
that  it  is  not  so  much  the  fact  of  the  intestines  forming  adhesions,  as  it  is  that  they 
become  adherent  in  unnatural  poBiiionB.^ London  Laneett  January  11,  1890. 

Treatment  of  Burns  by  Iodoform. — Schifl* indorses  the  treatment  introduced 
by  Mosetig  Moorhof,  consisting  of  covering  the  burn  with  a  layer  of  iodoform  gauze. 
It  rapidly  relieves  the  pain,  prevents  the  formation  of  irregular  and  contracting 
scars  and,  possessing  the  special  advantage  of  not  having  to  be  removed  repeatedly, 
it  may  be  allowed  to  remain  for  one  or  two  weeks.  No  toxic  effects  need  be  appre- 
hended from  absorption  of  the  drug. — Monatsehr^  fur  Praektitche  DermcUologUf  2, 
1890. 

Treatment  of  Tetanus. — Baocelli  uses  injections  of  one  centigramme  of  car^ 
bolic  acid,  repeated  hourly.  By  means  of  this  he  cured  a  severe  case  in  1887,  and 
at  present  is  treating  another  in  the  same  manner  with  marked  improvement,  so 
that  recovery  is  beyond  a  doubt. — CenlralblcUt  far  CkWurgit^  14,  1890. 

The  Rational  Treatment  of  Flat  Foot. — After  discussing  the  aetiology  and 
pathology  of  flat  foot.  Whitman  proposes  the  following  plan  of  treatment,  the  object 
of  which  is:  (1)  to  replace  the  dislocation  ;  (2)  to  hold  the  foot  in  proper  position  ; 
(3)  to  strengthen  and  support  the  muscles;  (4)  to  avoid  the  original  exciting  cause 
by  cultivating  a  proper  walk.  He  divides  the  treatment  into  two  classes*,  (1)  where 
the  foot  can  be  replaced  into  the  normal  position  ;  (2)  where  the  dislocation  is  ac- 
companied by  muscular  spasm,  or,  in  cases  of  long  standing,  by  permanent  changes 
in  the  bones  or  soft  parts.  There  should  be  no  routine,  each  case  being  judged  upon 
its  merits.  The  author  believes  that  in  most  instances  the  over-stretched,  weakened 
muscles  and  ligaments  may  more  easily  regain  their  tonicity  by  the  use  of  proper 
support,  while,  in  the  milder  forms,  simple  exercise  to  strengthen  the  muscles  with 
the  insistance  on  a  proper  walk  with  proper  shoes  may  be  all  that  is  nece^ary. 
Thomas's  treatment,  consisting  of  building  up  the  inner  side  of  the  shoe,  especially 
in  weak-ankle  cases,  is  a  useful  aid,  tending,  as  it  does,  to  throw  the  weight  of  the 
bodv  on  the  outer  side  of  the  foot.  It  is  a  rather  ungainly,  triangular  splint  which 
tends  to  interfere  with  the  free  flexion  of  the  foot.  This  method  is  inefficient  in 
the  treatment  of  the  second  class  of  cases,  it  being  simply  imoossible  to  expect  a 
working  man  or  woman  to  go  home  and  take  gymnastic  exercises,  or  build  up  the 
shoe  with  the  expectation  of  a  resultant  cure.  Here  we  have  to  deal  with  a  dislo- 
cation more  painful  and  disabling  than  any  other  dislocation  in  the  body.  Here 
the  dislocation  must  be  reduced,  if  possible,  by  manipulation,  or  forcibly,  after 
etherization.  After  reduction,  the  foot  is  placed  in  a  position  of  varus,  and  retained 
by  plaster  of  Paris  bandages  until  the  spasm  and  congestion  have  disappeared.  To 
obtain  retention,  th^  a'lthor  protxHes  that  a  planter  cist  be  takea  of  the  foot, 
from  which  an  iron  pattern  is  made ;  on  this  a  brace  of  thin,  tempered,  unyielding 
steel  is  moulded  ;  this  brace  accomplishes  its  purpose,  viz.,  retention,  without  dis- 
comfort ;  it  aids  the  patient  in  assuming  the  proper  walk  and  does  not  interfere 
with  the  normal  movements  of  the  foot  or  the  action  of  its  muscles.  It  is  not  de- 
tected in  the  shoe  and  can  be  worn  by  a  patient  in  any  class  of  society  or  grade  of 
intelligence.  Having  the  foot  in  its  normal  position  and  a  means  to  retain  it  so,  we 
continue  the  treatment  by  strengthening  the  muscles,  as  on  this  depends  the  ulti- 
mate success.  To  obtain  this  the  patient  is  taui^ht  to  walk  with  his  toes  in  front  of 
his  body,  and  with  but  little  outward  divergence.  The  body  must  be  lifted  by  a 
muscular  flexion  of  the  foot,  which  is,  by  itself,  the  best  possible  exercise.  In  re- 
gard to  operative  treatment,  the  author  believes  Ogston's  operation  meddlesome  and 
needless,  as  the  reported  cases  have  been  young  people  who  might  have  been  more 
easily  and  (quickly  cured  by  other  means.  Supramalleolar  osteotomy  seems  njore 
reasonable  in  theory  and  less  harmless  in  practice,  bnt  is  unnecessary :  and  it  is 
more  reasonable  to  apply  our  treatment  to  the  aflected  part  directly,  rather  than 
indirectlv  by  producing*  bow-legs  for  the  relief  of  flat  foot.— -Yew  York  Medical 
JoumaZ/Mayl?,  1890. 

The  Pulse  as  an  Indication  for  Abdominal  SBCTioN.—Burford  calls  atten- 
tion to  a  class  of  cases,  those  of  acute  traumatic  peritonitis,  which  go  on  to  a  fatal 
inue  without  any  classical  symptoms,  fever,  vomiting,  meteorism  and  hypersosthesia. 


426  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [Jane, 

The  pulse  is  not  wiry,  but  small,  irritable  and  compressible  and  rises  and  weakens 
steadily  up  to  the  time  of  death.  Exploratory  laparotomy,  in  such  adynamic  eases, 
is  on  a  par  with  tracheotomy  in  croup,  and  should  be  performed  early.  If  other 
indications  are  not  present,  a  pulse,  over  120  per  minute  and  tending  to  rise,shoidd 
be  an  infallible  guide  to  action. — London  Laneel,  April  19,  1890. 

pRRi- PATELLAR  SuTURE  FOR  FRACTURE. —Stimson  reports  twenty-fi^e  cases 
treated  in  this  manner.  Silk  was  uned  and  pasited  by  four  punctures,  transversely, 
through  the  ligamentum  patells,  and  the  quadriceps  tendons  and  longitudinally, 
in  front  of  the  patella,  on  each  side  It  was  tied  in  at  one  of  the  lower  punctures. 
The  first  dressing  was  retained  for  a  week  and  then  a  gypsum  bandage  applied* 
Mobility  could  be  recognized  in  two  cases ;  suppuration  resulted  twice  with  con- 
sequent ankylosis.  In  the  next  extension  was  perfect  and  flexion  was  complete 
in  the  majority.  All  could  use  their  limbs  and  engage  in  their  usual  occupation. 
The  period  of  observation  had  been  rather  too  short  to  decide  on  ultimate  results. 
^New  York  Medical  JottrmU,  May  10,  1890. 

Treatment  of  Fractttres  of  the  Patella  withoot  Operation.— W.  J. 
Bull  advocates  the  following  treatment  for  fractures  of  the  patella:  If  seen  imme- 
diately after  the  accident,  cold  applications  and  a  posterior  splint  are  to  be  used; 
later,  elastic  pressure,  i.e.j  cotton  and  bandage  are  to  be  substituted  for  the  former. 
As  so<m  as  the  effusion  has  subsided  (two  days  to  two  weeks,  on  an  average  four  or 
five  days),  and  the  fragments  can  be  approximated,  a  plaster  of  Paris  bandage  is 
appliecl.  The  limb  is  elevated  and  the  upper  fragments  drawn  down  and  held  by 
a  loop  of  adhesive  plaster;  the  lower  fragment  is  similarly  treated,  or  they  are  ap- 
uroxiroated  by  a  simple  ''figure-of-eight."  Tilting  upward  of  the  fragments  is  to 
oe  overcome  by  a  pad  and  roller.  The  gypsum  bandage  is  then  applied  over  a  muslio 
or  flannel  one  or  cotton  padding.  This  can  be  renewed  as  it  gets*  loose,  and  is  re- 
placed, at  the  end  of  six  or  eight  weeks,  by  a  poftterior  splint  and  the  patient  allowed 
to  walk.  For  four  to  six  weeks  more  the  splint  is  worn  by  day  and  the  thigh  and 
knee  vigorously  shampooed  and  kneaded,  motion  at  the  knee  being  scrupulously 
avoided.  Electricity  is  indicated  if  there  is  atrophy  of  the  thigh.  At  the  end  of 
three  months  the  Hplint  isdincarded.and  the  limb  bent  slightly,  this  being  done  while 
the  foot  is  on  the  floor.  A  cane  is  to  be  used  as  a  '*  reminder,'*  and  exertion  carefully 
avoided,  but  the  injured  knee  should  not  be  favored.  Weakening  of  the  band  of 
union  and  the  joint  call  for  wiring;  stiffness  had  lietter  be  left  alone,  but  if  combined 
with  impaired  extension,  the  adhesions  should  be  broken  up  and  the  fragments 
wired.  In  compound  fractures  wiring  is  indicated  at  once,  but  it  is  condemned  in 
simple  brfaks.  Aspiration  is  apt  to  fail,  as  the  clots  clog  the  canula,  and  incision 
18  almost  as  dangerous  as  wiring.  By  such  treatment  the  author  obtained  satisfac- 
tory results  in  three-fourths  of  his  cases. — Medical  Record^  March  22,  1890. 

Bloodlgbb  Amputation  at  the  Hip  Joint.— Dr.  J.  A.  Wyeth  proposes  a  new 
method  for  hip-joint  amputations  with  a  view  to  avoiding  hiemorrhage,  the  great 
factor  in  the  deaih-rate.  He  reports  two  successful  cases.  Two  more  have  oeen 
done  by  other  surgeons.  AAer  the  limb  has  been  emptied  of  blood,  two  steel  mat- 
tress-need  I  es^  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  a  foot  long,  are  inserted, 
the  one  just  inside  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  the  ilium  passing  about  half-way 
between  the  great  trochanter  and  the  iliac  spine,  out.*«ide  the  neck  of  the  femur,  and 
coming  out  just  back  of  the  trochanter;  the  other  inside  the  saphenous  opening, 
through  the  adductors  and  emerging  an  inch  and  a  half  in  front  of  the  tuber-ischii. 
The  joints  are  protected  by  corks  and  strong  rubber  tubing  is  wound  around  the 
thigh  above  the  needles.  A  circular  incision  is  now  made  five  inches  below  the 
tourniquet  and  a  cufi*of  skin  and  superficial  fascia  raised  to  the  level  of  the  lesser 
trouchanter.  The  muscles  and  brme  are  then  cut  across  at  this  point.  All  vessels 
are  tied.  The  balance  of  the  femur  can  now  be  disarticulated  by  dividing  the 
attached  muscles  close  to  the  bone  and  opening  the  capsule.  If  the  end  of  the  bone 
is  raised  toward  the  umbilicus  and  the  cotyloid  ligament  incised  posteriorly,  air  enters 
the  joint  and  facilitates  division  of  the  ligamentum  teres.  In  one  case  the  operation 
was  done  in  two  tempos,  the  disarticulation  being  made  at  the  first  dressing,  seventeen 
days  after  the  amputation.  In  this  way  excessive  shock  is  obviated.  In  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  paper  objection  was  made  to  the  transfixing  needles,  which  might 
wound  important  structures.  The  method  of  Furneaux  Jordan,  figure-of-eight  of 
the  thigh  and  pelvis  was  advocated. — New  York  Medical  Journal,  May  10, 1890. 
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AoABicus  affords  marked  benefit  in  the  delirium  of  typhoid.— Cb/i/omia  Homes- 
opath,  May. 

A  Case  of  Apis  Poisoning. — Dr.  A.  W.  Reddish  reports  the  case  of  a  woman 
aged  thirty-three  years,  who  had  suffered  from  dysmenorrh(Ba  since  puberty,  and 
has  chronic  inflammation  and  induration  of  the  left  ovary,  and  who  was  stung  by 
bees  in  no  less  than  seventeen  places.  The  first  symptoms  noticed  in  consequence, 
half  an  hour  after  being  stung,  were  vertigo,  nausea,  severe  pain  in  the  stomach, 
partial  loss  of  consciousness  and  cramps  in  abdomen,  the  pain  extending  to  the 
knees.  She  drank  half  a  pint  of  brandy,  and  then  the  pain  and  cramps  ceased. 
Verv  soon  urticaria  made  its  appearance  on  all  parts  of  the  body,  and  by  becoming 
confluent,  soon  covered  the  entire  surface.  Itching  was  intense  and  the  skin  around 
the  stings  assumed  a  bright  red  hue.  CEdema  was  excessive  about  the  right  eve, 
face,  arms  and  hands.  Weak  spelts  came  and  went,  and  about  4  p.m.  perspiration 
broke  out,  and  the  patient  fainted,  with  pulse  100  beats  to  the  minute  and  very 
weak.  She  soon  rallied.  The  urticaria  now  left,  and  a  feeling  of  an  awful  load  or 
oppression  extended  from  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  four  inches  upwards,  and  to  the  left 
of  the  region  of  the  heart.  The  joints  of  the  arms  became  red  and  stiff,  and  sharp, 
shooting  pains  extended  through  them.  The  left  arm  became  motionless.  The 
urticaria  disappeared  in  four  hours.  Under  treatmient  she  gradually  improved. 
On  the  following  morning,  the  oedema  had  greatly  disappeared,but  her  arms  felt  sore 
as  if  bruised.— Jfedica/  iSra,  May. 

DOLICHOB  Symptoms. — Soreness  and  tenderness  of  gums,  even  in  teething  chil- 
dren. Cough  on  lying  down  at  night ;  pain  as  from  a  splinter  in  tonsils. — California 
BomoeopcUhf  May. 

Strychnia  Abssnicosa  dx,  is  a  rejuvenating  tonic  of  great  value  for  convales- 
cents from  exhausting  diseases. — Dr.  Holcombe,  Galifomia  HomonpcUh,  May. 

Opium  in  HYSTERO-EpiiiEPSY.— In  March,  1889,  a  twenty-year-old  girl  was 
suddenly  attacked  by  falling  forward.  The  attacks  recurred  daily  until  she  came 
under  treatment,  seven  months  later.  They  are  preceded  by  a  sensation  of  swelling 
of  the  whole  body;  she  then  falls  forward,  has  a  bluish-red  color,  and  the  veins 
become  distended  and  prominent.  After  the  lapse  of  about  a  minute  she  gets  up  and 
complains  of  a  dull  feeling  in  the  head  and  violent  thirst.  Complete  unconscious- 
ness exists  during  the  attack.  She  has  loss  of  sppetite  and  an  anxious  excitability 
that  even  disturbs  her  sleep ;  menses  rather  too  profuse.  An  examination  disclosea 
the  fact  that  there  was  nothing  abnormal  in  the  fundus  of  the  eye,  the  heart,  or  the 
pelvic  organs.  She  received  opium,  200.  Four  months  after  receiving  the  remedy 
she  reported  that  no  attacks  had  appeared  after  taking  the  first  dose  and  that  the 
anxious  excitability  disappeared  at  the  end  of  a  week.  With  its  disappearance  she 
began  to  sleep  better  and  her  appetite  returned. — AUgem.  Horn,  Zdtung,  February 
27, 1890. 
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Parts  Quadrtfolta in Headachr.— Dr.  £.  H.  Linnell  bavs  :  Mrs.  H.  complained 
of  severe  heudaclie,  from  which  she  had  sufTered  constantly  for  three  days.  She 
described  it  t»  if  a  cord  were  attached  to  her  left  eve,  drawing  it  back  into  her 
head.  Parts  quadrifolia  2c.  relieved  at  once,  and  has  several  times  since  arrested  a 
threatened  attack  of  the  same  kind. — North  American  Jourtud  of  HomoBopath^t  May. 

AcETUM  Lobelia  in  flEADACHE.~Dr.  R.  T.  Cooper  cured  his  nine-year-old 
daughter  nf  a  bad  headache,  after  it  had  resisted  other  remedies  for  two  days,  with 
aeetum  lobelia  in  water.  The.  pain  was  intense  and  continuous,  and  the  eyes  were 
dull,  with  HJight  Kirabismus. — Monthly  Homceopalhie  Rtriew^  May. 

Kalt  Hydriodicum  in  Cephalalch a.— Dr.  R.  T.  Cooper,  in  the  British  Monthly 
Hnmcropathir.  Review,  for  M«y.  draws  attention  to  the  splendid  effect  of  kali  hydri- 
odicnni  in  diffosed  and  intense  pains  in  the  head  in  adults,  especially  where  there 
is  Kr*  at  Pensiti  veness  to  totioh.  and  where  the  slightent  movement  causes  pain.  ''  In 
these  cases  1  have  found  the  30th  dilution  to  act  most  satisfactorily.  In  a  case  lately 
treated  hy  me,  where  a  woman  had  nnffereil  for  a  year  from  most  persistent  head- 
ache, a  r>ilule  f^iven  three  times  a  day  of  kali  hydriodicum  30  brought  complete 
relief  alinoRt  immediately." 

Some  Remedies  for  HBADACHE.--Dr.  H.  D.  Champlin  gives  the  following 
therapeutic  hints  in  the  management  of  headaches; 

CtwtM  grand. — Headache  in  vertex  as  a  result  of  menorrhagia,  or  the  menopause. 

lodirle  of  ammonia,  \x. — Keadache^  of  young  people  growing  rapidly. 

S(tntonine. — Headaches  dependent  upon  eye-troubles. 

Kdlmia — Headache  coming  on  in  the  morning,  and  going  away  at  night. — Mtdi- 
cal  Era,  May. 

Chelidonium  in  IvFjjVEVZJL.—Chelidonium  has  proved  eminently  curative  in 
the  lung-congestion  and  hollow,  dry  cough,  frequently  observed  as  a  sequela  in  the 
influenza  epidemic.  Leading  avmptoms :  Agonizing  cerebro-spinal  pains,  followed 
by  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidnevs  and  bladder,  together  with  sweats  and  dimin- 
ished urine. — Agricola,  Monthly  HomoBopaihic  Review^  May. 

Sulphuric  Acid  in  Influenza.— Dr.  Morrison  has  found  auLphurie  acid  an 
exceedingly  valuable  remedy  in  cases  of  influenza  characterized  by  the  following 
symptoms:  The  precursory  symptoms  are  maiaisA,  then  headache;  then  come  the 
tiiickly-furred  tongue  and  feverishness,  with  nausea  and  vomiting.  The  vomiting 
iff,  usually,  first  of  food,  then  of  bile,  and  the-Caver  temperature  may  rise  to  102°  or 
103°^  P.,  within  a  few  hours,  though  the  pulse-rate  may  be  only  84  to  92.  The 
craving  for  liquids  is  due  rather  to  the  clammines-s  of  the  mouth  than  to  a  mere 
desire  for  large  quantities.  Nocturnal  delirium  is  common.  Most  of  the  symp- 
toms are  those  of  acute  disturbances  of  the  gastric  organs,  and  their  severity  often 
causes  great  alarm  to  the  patient  and  friends.— iibmasopoXAic  World,  May. 

Cyclamen  and  Pulsatilla  Compared. — Cyclamen  and  Pulsatilla  are  often 
difficult  to  differentiate.  They  are  both  suited  to  chlorotic  and  anaemic  women,  and 
they  both  have  some  trouble  with  digestion  and  intolerance  of  fatty  foods.  Both 
have  chilliness  with  the  pains,  crying,  tearful  mood,  and  menstrual  colic.  Both 
have  aggravation  in  the  evening,  and  relief  from  moving  about,  but  Pulsatilla  has 
prominently  relief  from  a  cool  room  or  from  being  in  the  open  air,  while  the  cycla- 
men patient  is  worse  in  the  open  air.  Cyclamen  is  better  indicated  in  too  frequent 
and  too  profuse  menstruation,  with  flow  of  black,  clotted  blood,  while  Pulsatilla 
corresponds  better  to  scanty  or  delaying  menses.  Pulsatilla  has  thirstleasness  with 
all  complaints,  while  cyclamen  generally,  but  not  always,  has  thirst  as  a  symptom 
of  the  trouble  to  which  it  is  adapted.  The  cyclamen  patients  suflTer  from  a  peculiar 
debility  of  mind  and  body.  When  they  awake  in  the  morning  they  are  sleepy  and 
tired  ;  feel  .so  heavy  and  languid  that  they  can  scarcely  drag  around  at  first,  but  when 
once  at  work  and  foroed  to  exercise  they  feel  better.  With  Pulsatilla  we  find  much 
the  same  symptoms,  but  it  is  especially  in  the  fresh,  cool  air  of  out-of-doors  that  the 
afflicted  woman  finds  relief  from  her  tired,  worn-out  feeling.  Finally,  there  is  the 
transient  obscuration  of  vision  that  is  characteristic  of  both  remedies.  In  polsatilla, 
however,  the  temporary  blindness  generally  appears  during  menstraation  or  as  a 
consequence  of  suppressed  menses.  In  cyclamen  the  obscuration  of  sight  is  more 
characterized  as  bieing  accompanied  by  semi-lateral  headache  of  the  left  temple, 
with  pale  face  and  nausea  referred  to  the  throat. — Journal  of  ObstetrieSf  May. 
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Mercurius  Vivus.  —When  you  meet  a  child  with  excoriated  patcheo,  like 
islands,  on  the  tongue,  you  may  Buspect  difficulty  with  the  stomach,  'craving  for 
fat,"  and  mercnrius  vivus  is  the  remedy. — W.  S.  G.,  Medical  AdvaneCy  May. 

Remedies  fob  Diplopia. — Dr.  H.  H.  Crippen,  in  an  article  in  the  May  number 
of  the  American  HomoDopcUhiai,  on  the  **  Practical  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Eyes 
Among  Children/'  mentions  the  following  medicines: 

Remedies  having  diplopia. — Acid  nitricuoi,  aconite,  agaricns,  ammonium  carboni- 
cum,  aigentiim  nitricum,  aiirum  muriaticum,  belladonna,  cicuta  viro^a,  con  in  m,  digi- 
talis, eug.  cam.,  euphorbia,  gelsemium,  genseng,  hyoscyamus,  iodiuni,  jaborandi, 
mesereum,  natrum  muriaticum,  paris  quadrifolia,  petrolenniy  plumbum,  pulHatilla, 
rhus  toxicodendron,  secale,  stramonium,  tabacum,  therid ion,  thuja,  veratrum  album. 
Diplopia^  controlled  by  an  effort  of  the  will,  gelsemium. 

disappearing  on  \)ending  the  head  backwards,  senega. 

from  mechanical  injury  to  the  muscles  of  the  eye,  arnica.     . 

horizontal  objects  at  some  distance  seem  double,  acidum  nitricum. 

objects  seem  double  and  black,  cicuta  virosa. 

on  looking  downward,  arnica. 

on  looking  sharply  at  an  object,  genseng. 

due  to  paresis  n.  abducen.  sin.,  causticuro,  cuprum  aceticum,  kali  hydriodicum. 

due  to  paresis  n.  abducen.  dezt.,  sulphur,  chelidonium, 

due  to  |>ara]ysis  n.  oculo.  mot  dext.,  nux  vomica. 

due  to  paralysis  n.  oculo.  mot.,  sin.,  senega. 

due  to  paralysis  n.  patheticus,  senega. 

transitory,  aconite. 

—  when  inclining  the  head  to  either  side ;  vision  single  when  the  head  is  erect, 

gelsemium. 
with  frequent  obscuration  of  sight,  petroleum. 

Besides  these  remedies  in  a  general  way,  we  may  indicate :  aconite,  for  paresis, 
after  exposure  to  cold  winds  (causticum) ;  euphrasia,  with  catarrhal  symptoms, 
with  blurring  of  vision  relieved  by  rubbing;  mercurius  iodatus  flavus,  for  paralv- 
sis  and  paresis  of  syphilitic  origin  (kali  hydriodicum);  phosphorus,  paralysis  from 
nervous  exhaustion  (zincum  phosphoricum) ;  rhus  toxicodendron,  in  rheumatic 
diatheses;  spigelia,  when  associated  with  superciliary  neuralgia. — Dr.  Norton. 

OEiiiEMiUM  IN  Temporary  Blindness.— Dr.  Harmer  Smith  thus  descriljes  his 
own  case,  and  the  method  by  which  he  obtained  relief:  '*  I  have,  for  more  than  forty 
years,  been  subject  to  attacks  of  temporary  blindness,  especially  in  damp  weather, 
and  afler  oversleeping  myself,  although  not  generally  a  good  sleeper.  The  attacks 
used,  frequently,  to  Isst  half  an  hour  or  more,  beginning  with  black  spots  (mtisMs 
volitanteg),  followed  by  dense  clouds  covering  the  whole  field  of' vision,  leaving 
for  about  another  half  hour  a  dazed  or  stupefied  feeling,  making  it  difficult  to 
collect  the  thoughts,  also  frequent  vertigo."  Various  remedies  were  taken  with- 
out relief  During  the  last  few  months,  I  began  **  to  take  one  or  two  drops  of  the 
mothf r-tincture  of  gelsemium  immediutely  on  perceiving  the  premonitory  symp- 
toms of  an  attack,  the  effect  being  immediate  and  complete  rehef"^HomcBopathie 
Wn-id,  May. 

BosiB  Damascenje  in  Deafnbbs. — Hardness  of  hearing,  with  ringing  or  singing 
in  ears ;  catarrh  of  Eustachian  tube. — Califomia  Himujoopiuhy  May. 

Phytolaoca  in  Dentition.— The  symptoms  that  indicate  Phytolacca  during  the 
dentition  of  infants,  are:  Crying,  restless  and  feverish,  especially  at  night:  the 
teeth  are  long  time  coming ;  wants  to  bite  something  hard  and  feels  relieved  by  it. 
—Dr.  U.  D.  Champlin,  Medical  Era,  May. 

Asolepias  in  Myalgia.— Myalgic  pains  of  chest,  simulating  pleurisy. — Ch/i- 
fomia  Homoeopath,  May. 

Sambucus  in  Respiratory  Affections.- Fatigue;  every  motion  causes  an 
almost  suffocating  shortness  of  breath,  with  much  perxpiration. — CaUfomia  Homoe- 
oputh^  May. 

TiiUJA  IN  N-EVU8.— "  Jane  G.,  aged  six  weeks,  was  brought  to  me  with  a  subcu- 
taneous nievus  on  the  left  labium  majus.  The  nsevun  was  about  the  Kize  of  a  small 
hazel-nut,  swelled  visibly  and  sensibly  when  the  child  cried,  and  had  the  usual  livid 
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capillary  yeraels  on  the  skin  over  its  centre.  Thuja  oeetdenfnltfi  0  was  applied  thrice 
daily  for  six  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  nseviis  had  completely  disappeared. 
— Dr.  C.  J.  Wilkinson,  Monthly  Homoeopathic  lievUit,  April. 

Aconite  in  Epistaxts. — In  the  twelfth  potency,  aconite  is  the  best  treatment  for 
the  nose-bleedinf?  of  children,  followed  by  arnica,  if  necessary. — Dr.  Baye^,  CaH- 
fornia  Homceopath,  May. 

Veratrum  Viride  as  an  Hemostatic— Dr.  B.  T.  Cooper,  in  the  British 
Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review  (May),  gtstes  that,  in  a  case  of  fungus  hcematodes  of  the 
bladder,  marked  relief  to  the  bleeding  followed  each  dose  of  verairum  viride^  given 
in  the  3z  dilution,  after  various  allopathic  measures  had  failed  to  give  relief. 

HiPPOZANiA  in  Skin  Diseases. — Dr.  Morrison,  with  AtpP''^"^  '2,  permanently 
cared  a  child  suffering  from  extensive  eczema.  No  other  dnig  was  given  It  also 
proved  of  great  service  in  a  case  of  inveterate  rupia. — Caiijbinia  HomoDopnik,  May. 

Remedies  for  Tardily- Appearing  Exanthematous  Eruptions.— There 
are  a  few  remedies,  pointed  out  by  Farrington,  that  are  worth  a  brief  review  in  their 
association  with  taray  appearance  of  the  eruptions  of  the  exanthemata,  or  with  sup- 
pression of  the  rash. 

Bryonia:  Under  bryonia  the  eruption  comes  out  imperfectly,  and  meningitis 
follows.  The  child's  face  is  red,  or  else  it  is  red  and  pale  alternately.  The  rash 
has  not  the  smooth  character  of  belladonna,  otherwise  there  are  many  symptoms 
similar  to  this  last-named  drug.  The  child  screams  out  suddenly,  apparently  with 
sharp,  lancinating  pains,  and  this  is  especially  manifested  on  moving  the  child. 
There  is  marked  squinting  with  one  or  both  eyes.     The  bowels  are  usually  consti- 

Sated,  the  abdomen  distended,  and  the  child  has  marked  sensorial  depression,  bor- 
ering  on  stupor.  With  all  this  benumbing  of  the  senses  there  are  no  absolute 
hallucinations,  as  under  belladonna.  The  child  does  not  awaken  from  sleep  cling- 
ing to  those  around  them,  as  with  stramonium  or  cuprum. 

Cuprum:  In  like  cases,  suppression  of  eruption,  with  consequent  affection  of  the 
brain,  cuprum  is  the  remedy  when  the  symptoms  are  violent  and  the  characteristic 
spasms  indicating  this  remedy  are  present. 

Zincum  is  to  be  preferred  if  the  child  is  too  weak  to  develop  an  eruption.  The 
eruption  comes  out  sparingly.  The  surface  of  the  body  is  ratiier  cool.  The  child 
lies  in  a  stupor,  grating  its  teeth;  it  starts  up  during  sleep.  Squinting  and  rolling 
the  eyes  are  observed,  and  there  is  marked  fidgetiness  of  the  feet. 

Ipecacuanha  is  to  be  thought  of  when  the  chest  is  affected  from  the  recession  of 
the  rash  of  measles,  when  there  is  difficulty  of  breathing,  wheeeing,  rattling  respi- 
ration, etc. 

Tartar  Emetic  ought  to  be  given  in  preference  to  bryonia  when  the  disease,  in 
which  the  eruption  is  tardy  or  siippresi«ed,  is  variola. 

Camphor  may  also  be  of  use  in  suppressed  eruptions  where  delirium,  mania  or 
convulsions  exist,  with  the  characteristic  coldness  and  extreme  prostration. — Jour- 
nal of  Obstetricst  May. 

Kali  Iodat.  in  Bronchitis.— Kafka  cured  a  case  of  bronchitis  with  kali  iodat. 
after  other  remedies  failed  to  relieve.  The  symptoms  were:  Constant  cough  day 
and  night,  loud  rattling  of  mucus  in  the  bronchi,  very  hard  to  expectorate,  much 
dyspnoea,  loss  of  appetite,  slimy  uste,  tongue  coated,  stool  tardy,  urine  diminished» 
of  high  specific  gravity  j  temperature  100|°,  puUe  92,  respiration  30,  sweating  of 
the  forehead,  ex()ectoration  of  mucus  mixed  with  saliva,  hard  to  loosen ;  disease  was 
caused  by  walking  across  a  bridge  at  night;  later  there  developed  somnolence,  faint 
feeling  and  pallor  of  the  skin.  JCuli  iodat.  Ix  brought  about  .almost  immediate  re- 
lief and  an  ultimate  cure. — Ailgem.  Horn,  Zeitung,  January  9,  1890. 

Aralia  Racemosa  in  Night  Cough. — Dr.  E.  H.  Linnell  has  cured  several 
coughs  with  aralia  ra/:emoga  Ix,  when  the  paroxysms  came  on  regularly  at  11  P.M., 
after  a  short  nap. — North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy^  May. 

Lactuca  Virosa  in  Spasmodic  Cough. — A  lady  had  frequent  paroxysms  of  vio- 
lent spasmodic  cough,  with  feeling  of  suffocation.  The  attacks  came  on  very  sud- 
denly without  apparent  exciting  cause,  and  were  induced  by  violent  tickling  in  the 
pharynx  and  r(N>f  of  the  mouth.  Lactuca  virowi  2c,  a  few  dai^s,  administered  one 
after'each  coughing  spell,  soon  cured  her. — Dr.  E.  H.  Linnell,  North  American  Jour' 
nal  of  Humau/pathyj  May. 
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BuMXX  CKI8PU8  IS  CoxroH.— Dr.  J.  8.  Cardoza  reports  the  core  of  a  number  of 
cases  of  cough  following  the  late  influenza  epidemic,  with  nimex  crispus  3,  after 
other  medicines  had  failed.  Indications:  Dry,  teasing  cough,  very  troublesome 
during  the  day,  none  at  night  (euphrasia),  cough  did  not  start  until  late  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  was  bad  in  a  warin  or  cool  room,  in  the  house  or  open  air,  and  remained 
confined  to  the  larynx,  and  was  more  teasing  and  annoying  than  harassing. — 
Americtm  HomoeopaUiitty  May. 

CiMiciFUOA  IN  RHEUMATfC  THYROIDITIS  — Dr.  Irvlug  Townseud  reports  the 
cure  of  two  cases  of  rheumatic  thyroiditis  with  cimici/vga. — North  Ameriean  Journal 
of  Homasopaihy,  May. 

Bromine  and  Carbo  Akimalis  Compared  ik  Mammary  Cancer. — Bromine 
is  not  often  thought  of  in  cancer  of  the  mammary  gland,  but  aAer  careful  Rtudy  we 
have  been  testing  it  lately,  and  find  that  it  is  bometimes  useful.  It  requires  careful 
comparison  with  carbo  animalis,  since  both  remedies  have,  quite  markedly,  indura- 
tion of  the  axillary  glands  with  burning  pains,  'ihe  breast  is  hard,  and  on  palpa- 
tion a  dull,  subdued  sort  of  throbbing  may  be  felt  in  it.  Farrington  says  of  the 
cutting  or  drawing  pain  of  bromine,  that  this  symptom  is  so  marke<1  that  it  feels  as 
if  a  string  were  pulling  from  the  gland  into  the  axilla. — Journal  of  ObsietricSf  May. 

Erioeron  in  Tympanites.— Erigeron  is  the  most  valuable  remedy  for  tympan- 
ites; internally  and  locally  in  enemas. — California  HomapaXk,  May. 

Treatment  of  Tympanites  — Nux  Fbmu!a«— The  abundant  production  of  flatus 
is  a  phvKiological  efiect  of  nux  vom.;  incarcerated  flatus ;  there  is  painful  tympan- 
ites and  borbnrygmi.  This  drug  is  especially  indicated  in  the  tympanites  with  in- 
testinal occlusion  (6x) ;  it  has,  however,  given  succe8.<(ful  results  in  hysterical  tym- 
panites (^].  The  principal  indications  for  nux  vom.  are:  Excessive  pain,  vesical 
tenesmus,  complete  suppression  of  stools,  and  flntus. 

Oolocynthis. — Indications  almost  similar  to  those  of  nux  vom. ;  the  tympanites  is 
more  painful,  with  continual  borborygmi ;  with  tenesmus  and  incarceration  of  flatus. 
Dose — low  dilutions,  and  repeatedly. 

O&ina.— Tympanites  is  a  constant  symptom  of  china.  It  may  be  excessive,  with 
borborygmi  and  complete  retention  of  flatus.  In  this  drug  tympanites  is  associated 
with  enteritis.  It  is  especially  indicated  if  abdominal  pains  come  immediately 
after  taking  food ;  more  so  in  case  tympanites  is  associateii  with  diarrhoea,  when 
stools  are  provoked  by  the  same  circumstances.    Dose — low  dilutions. 

Lycopodiwn, — Tympanites  associated  with  borborygmi  and  cold  feet;  especially 
indicated  in  the  dyspepsias  with  flatulence  and  constipation;  the  tympanites  of  hy- 
pochondria is  favorably  modified  by  thisdrug.  Dose — 30th  dilution  mostly  employed. 

BeUadonva  is  the  principal  remedy  in  the  symptomatic  tympanites  of  intestinal 
occlusion  ;  tympanites  associated  with  borborygmi  and  retention  of  flatulence ; 
mostly  painless,  though  sometimes  it  is  extremely  painful.  More  than  in  any  other 
tympanites,  the  intestinal  motions  can  be  seen  through  the  abdominal  walls.  This 
drug  has  often  given  me  good  results  in  intestinal  occlusion,  but  failed,  even  in  large 
doses,  in  a  case  of  hysterical  tympanites.    Dose — 1st  triturations  and  <ft. 

CkamamiUa. — This  is  a  traditional  medicine  in  the  treatment  of  hysterical  tympan- 
ites; produces  excessive  distension  of  the  abdomen  with  pressure  in  the  groins, 
raise  of  epigastrium,  difficulty  in  respiration,  and  very  noisy  borborygmi  As  ac- 
cessory, and  very  important  symptoms,  we  find  an  anxiety  carried  to  despair ;  princi- 
pally the  redness  of  face  in  one  of  the  cheeks.    Dose — from  the  6th  dilution  to  the  ^. 

(ypium, — The  tympanites  with  this  drug  is  produced  by  intestinal  paralysis  ;  thus 
it  has  given  happy  results  in  intestinal  occlusion.  Its  characteristic  is  a  conHid- 
erable  tympanites  withoirt  any  peristaltic  action,  and  consequently  without  borbo- 
rygmi.   Doses— 1st  dilution. 

Taraxacum  leorUodum, — The  indications  of  this  plant  are  still  entirely  empirical; 
I  have  found  it  mentioned  in  a  thesis  written  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and 
have  prescribed  it  several  times  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  hysterical  tyui- 
panites,  and,  particularly,  in  an  extremely  grave  case  where  in  a  previous  attack 
intestinal  puncture  had  been  performed.  l*he  dose  I  then  used  waM  three  drops  of 
the  mother  tincture  in  six  spoonfuls  of  water,  a  spoonful  every  fifteen  minutes. 
Amelioration  followed  after  the  second  spoonful  and  produced  an  enormous  evacua- 
tion of  flatus,  which  ended  the  tympanites. 

InUstinal  Pundure, — This  is  indicated  when  difficult  respiration  shows  danger  from 
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asphyxia.  The  antiseptic  measntes  avoid  any  danger  in  this  operation.  I  have 
performed  intestinal  puncture  with  great  success  in  hysterical  tympanite8.~Dr. 
Pierre  Jousset  in  VArt  Midieal,  May,  1890. 

Secale  and  Absenic  Compared  in  Diarrhoea. — In  the  diarrhoea  of  children, 
secale,  likearsenic,  is  indicated  by  profuse,  undigested  stools,  which  are  watery  and 
very  offensivei  and  produce  intense  prostration.  But  there  is  always  the  great  dis- 
tinction, that,  under  secale,  the  patient  wants  to  be  cool,  while  the  arsenic  patient 
wants  to  be  wrapped  up  warmly. — Journal  of  CH>ttetria,  May. 

Chelidonium  in  Constipation. — In  chelidonium  we  have  a  remedy  for  consti- 
pation, proceeding  from  hepatic  torpor,  unapproached  by  any  other  one  drug  in  the 
whole  materia  m^ica. — Agricola,  Monthly  HotMBopaihic  Meview,  May. 

Berberis  in  Nephralgia.— a  writer,  in  the  May  number  of  the  Briliah 
Monthly  Homctopathic  MevieWt  reports  the  cure,  with  berberis  3x,  of  a  woman,  wJiose 
disease  had  been  variouslv  diagnosed  as  rheumatism,  dyspepsia,  and  neuralgia  of 
the  bowels.  Symptoms :  £^ach  attack  comes  on  suddenly,  without  any  premonition 
with  a  violent  pain  in  the  region  of  the  right  kidney,  passing  gradually  over  the 
crent  of  the  ilium  and  terminating  abruptly  in  the  right  supra-pubic  space.  At  the 
acme  of  attack,  bhe  bent  double  and  shrieked  in  the  agony  of  her  sufiering.  After 
the  termination,  she  passes  a  large  quantity  of  bloody  urine.  In  the  intervals,  she 
complained  greatly  of  weakness ;  mouth  constantly  full  of  a  sticky,  bad-tasting  sal- 
iva; tongue  coated  yellowish ;  a  sense  of  weight  in  the  hepatic  region;  constipa- 
tion, stool  hard,  every  three  days ;  yellow,  muddy  complexion. 

Cepa  in  Dysuria. — For  frequent  urging  to  urinate;  the  urine  passes  by  starts  or 
only  in  drops,  is  bright-red  and  burning.  For  children  when  they  scream,  particu- 
larly when  you  press  upon  the  region  of  the  bladder;  after  a  cold  or  exposure  of 
abdomen  to  cold  air  or  draught.—  Ch/f/ornia  Homcepath,  May. 

Diu&corea  in  Whitlow.— In  the  12th  and  30th,  dioaeorea  has  proven  very  ser- 
viceable in  mitigating  the  pain  of  suppurating  whitlow. — Cdlifomia  Honuxopalk^ 
May. 

Jacaranda  in  Venereal  Sores. — Jacaranda,  a  South  American  plant,  intro- 
duced by  Muir,  has  been  recommended  as  an  excellent  remedy  for  chancroid-like 
soret  about  the  external  genitals. — Journal  oj  ObUetricB,  May. 

Remedies  for  Warty  Growths  about  the  Genitalia.— We  summarize 
briefly  indications  for  some  medicines  for  sycosis  and  condylomata  of  the  genitalia 
from  the  May  number  of  the  Journal  of  ObnteiricB, 

TAuja.— Condylomata  on  the  vulva,  perineum,  about  the  anus,  and  even  on  the 
mucous  surfaces  of  the  internal  genital  organs.  The  warts  have  a  seedy  look,  or 
they  may  be  of  a  cauliflower  sha|)e,  deeply  Assured.'  (When  affecting  the  cervix, 
they  are  especially  apt  to  take  this  last  condition.)  Thick,  greenish  leucorrhoea  ; 
warts  that  are  moist  and  ooze  a  glutinous  fluid.  Sometimes  ulcers  about  the  vulva 
and  adjacent  parts,  which  bear  many  of  the  appearances  of  chancroids;  they  have 
a  dirty  yellow  base,  with  hard  edges.     Ulcerations  originating  in  warts. 

Kali  bichromieum. — Ulcerations  aflecting  the  vulva  in  sycotic  constitutions.  These 
ulcere  extend  deeply  rather  than  su|>erticiully,  have  a  haitl  base,  and  a  red  and  in- 
flamed areola.    There  is  an  accumulation  oi  tenacious  discharge  about  the  genitals. 

^'itrie  acid  approaches  very  closely  to  thuja  in  condylomata  of  the  vulva.  It  has 
also  luoibt  fissure  at  the  anus,  as  under  thuja,  and  greenish  leucorrhoea.  It  may  lie 
distinguished  by  the  aching  pains  in  the  bones,  especially  in  those  localities  devoid 
of  muscular  tissue  covering,  as  along  the  tibia. 

J^phiaiigi-ia  suits  long  filiform  condylomata.  Crumbling  teeth  and  eczematous 
eruption,  with  (he  formation  of  yellow  scabs. 

iSabina, — Condylomata  which  itch  and  bum. 

Euphrasia. — The  condylomata  look  like  a  cock's  comb. 

Cinnabaris. — Fan-shaped  tig-warts. 

JSarsapaj-illa. — Moist  eruption  about  the  genitals. 

Petroleum, — Moist  eruption  about  the  genitals ;  *'  membranous  shreds  about  the 
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ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  BUREAU  OF  OBSTETRICS. 

BT  T.   GRI8W0LD  C0M8T0CK,  M.D.,  OT  ST.  LOUIS,  CHAIRMAN. 
(Read  at  Forty-third  Annual  Senion  of  the  American  Inatitate  of  Homooopathy.) 

Oentlemen  of  the  Amerioan  InatUiUe,  Members  of  the  Bureau  of 
Obddrics:  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  and  greet  yoa  at  this,  the  annaal 
session  of  the  Institute.  I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  feelings 
of  gratified  pride  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  in  your 
selection  of  a  chairman.  You  have  imposed  upon  me  a  pleasant 
duty. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  your  last  presiding  officer,  Prof. 
Sheldon  Leavitt,  will  not  be  present  with  us  this  year.  He  is  absent 
in  Europe  in  the  interest  of  the  profession. 

The  Bureau  of  Obstetrics  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  all  the 
sections  of  this  Institute.  The  practice  of  midwifery  is  coeval  with 
man,  the  most  ancient  of  all  the  arts  in  medicine ;  and  as  regards 
practice,  it  is  the  most  important  portion  of  it.  When  we  see  a  vast 
multitude  of  human  beings  assembled  tc^ther  anywhere  in  the 
world,  does  not  the  reflection  occur  to  us  that  each  and  every  one  of 
that  number  was  ^'  born  of  a  woman,''  and  has  occasioned  pain  and 
sorrow  to  a  mother?  Until  the  end  of  time  the  practice  of  mid- 
wifery will  require  the  earnest  attention  of  the  physician,  and  in 
view  of  this,  is  it  not  strange  that  in  modern  times  the  profession 
gives  so  little  special  attention  to  obstetrics?  It  would  seem  that 
the  enthusiasm  and  patient  study  of  the  best  men  of  our  profession 
were  being  exhausted  upon  gyniBcology.  Look  through  our  best 
vol..  XXV.— 29 
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medical  journals^  and  yoa  will  find  numerous  painntaking  articles 
upon  gynsBCologj,  and  especially  upon  capital  operations  connected 
therewith^  but  scarcely  a  single  paper  upon  obstetrics.  Is  not  this 
remarkable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  affections  that  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  gyniecologist  to  treat  are  caused  by  troubles  connected 
with  child-bearing? 

I  think  you  will  bear  me  out  in  this  statement;  and  if  such  is  the 
case,  the  obstetric  art  needs  to  be  carefully  studied^  so  that  we  may 
prevent  after-affections  so  frequently  met  with  in  practice.  It  would 
seem,  therefore,  the  duty  of  every  one  in  our  profession  to  master  the 
obstetrical  art  before  they  presume  to  announce  themselves  as  gyna^ 
cologists.  One  reason  why  medical  men  try  to  avoid  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  practice  of  midwifery  is  most  probably  that  they  do  not 
like  the  confinement  which  is  necessary  in  attending  a  woman  in 
labor. 

To  be  a  successful  practitioner  of  midwifery,  the  physician  must 
be  sufficiently  self-denying  to  ^' scorn  delights  and  live  laborious 
days."  He  has  to  give  up  every  other  case  that  he  has  to  attend, 
and  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  parturient  patient,  until  the  deliv- 
ery is  completed.  In  earlier  times  midwifery  was  only  practiced  by 
women,  and  our  sex  was  prohibited  from  crossing  the  threshold  of  the 
lying  in  chamber.  Such  was  the  case  until  about  the  middle  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  Even  so  late  as  1522,  Dr.  Wertt,  of  Hamburg, 
was  burned  alive  because  he  disguised  himself  as  a  woman  and 
attended  a  case  of  labor.  Have  we  not  much  to  be  thankful  for  in 
the  change  that  has  come  in  less  than  three  centuries  ?  Is  the  prac- 
tice of  midwifery  as  popular  with  our  best  physicians  as  it  was  thirty 
years  ago?  We  can  all  answer  in  the  negative.  In  a  recent  num- 
ber of  one  of  our  best  medical  journals  is  a  leading  article  with  this 
heading  :  **  The  Decay  of  Obstetrics."  It  justly  terms  midwifery 
as  'Hhe  vertebral  column  of  general  practice."  It  laments  that  '*at 
large  meetings  of  practitioners  there  is  always  a  scarcity  of  papers 
upon  a  subject  so  important  as  obstetrics,  while  the  columns  of  medi- 
cal journals  teem  with  the  sayings  of  gynecologists,  both  great  and 
small."  I  think  that  I  see  already  some  slight  signs  of  the  revival 
of  pbstetrics.  During  the  past  year  several  interesting  articles  have 
appeared  in  our  journals  upon  occipito-posterior  positions  in  labor 
and  the  importance  and  serious  nature  of  this  vicious  position  is 
freely  conceded.  Prof.  Sheldon  Leavitt  has  contributed  to  this  bu- 
reau an  exhaustive  article  upon  this  subject. 

It  is  admitted  that  in  about  4  per  cent,  of  such  original  positions 
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the  occipat  fails  to  rotate  under  the  pubes,  and  then  delivery  has  to 
be  effected  by  flexion  instead  of  extension,  with  a  great  risk  to  the 
|>erinenm.  A  year  ago,  in  a  paper  chat  I  read  before  your  section, 
the  operation  of  episiotomy  was  recommended  in  such  eases,  to  save 
the  perineum.  The  bureau  did  not  unanimously  endorse  my  recom- 
inendation.  The  operation,  although  frequently  practiced  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  (especially  in  Germany,  wh^re  I  first  met  it 
years  ago),  is  not  to  be  inconsiderately  resorted  to.  I  extract  the 
following  from  the  most  recent  work  that  has  appeared  upon  mid- 
wifery. I  refer  to  WinckeFs  great  work  on  midwifery,  translated 
from  the  German  by  Prof.  Clinton  Edgar;  issued  January,  1890. 
In  describing  episiotomy  (or  incision  of  the  introitus  vaginae),  he 
says: 

''  An  incision  into  the  external  genitals,  to  prevent  an  impending 
laceration  of  the  perineum,  was  first  performed  by  G.  Ph.  Michaelis, 
in  1799,  at  Hamburg/' 

[But  Sir  Fielding  Ould,  of  Dublin,  in  1742,  gave  a  full  account 
of  the  indications  for  this  operation — ^preceding  Michaelis  by  nearly 
sixty  years.] 

Winckel  further  remarks : 

"The  threatened  destruction  of  the  perineum  is  the  only  indica- 
tion for  episiotomy ;  this  danger  may  be  due  to  extreme  narrowness 
of  the  external  genitals  or  to  excessive  rigidity  of  the  soft  parts  or  to 
a  faulty  presentation  of  the  child.  It  is  done  to  prevent  extensive 
solution  of  continuity,  especially  central  rupture.  The  performance 
of  this  operation  is  easy  and  simple.  It  can  be  done  either  in  the 
back  or  side  position  of  the  parturient,  and  is  but  slightly  painful. 
The  use  of  a  herniotomy  knife  is  not  essential ;  an  ordinary,  straight, 
blunt-pointed  pair  of  scissors,  or,  occasionally,  straight,  sharp,  navel- 
string  scissors,  answer  the  same  purpose. 

"I  make  the  incisions  only  during  a  pain,  when  I  see  the  epider- 
mis at  the  fraenulum,  or  at  the  middle  of  the  perineum,  beginning 
to  tear." 

A  friend  of  mine,  recently  from  the  obstetrical  clinic  in  Vienna, 
informs  me  that  episiotomy  is  now  frequently  performed  there  to 
prevent  lacerations.  I  first  learned  it  in  Braun's  wards,  long  ago, 
and  for  years  past  I  have  occasionally  practiced  it  to  save  the  peri- 
neum. It  has  satirically  been  styled  "the  young  practitioner's 
operation,"  but  it  might  be  more  properly  termed  the  accomplished 
practitioner's  operation. 
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Many  papers  have  appeared  the  past  year  upon  ectopic  gestation. 
Several  plans  of  treatment  have  been  reoommended.  They  may  be 
summarized  as  follows :  Electricity  has  been  proposed  to  be  used, 
not  after  the  third  month  of  conception,  to  destroy  the  foetus.  Gal- 
vanism has  been  tried,  but  found  unsafe,  and  the  Faradio  current 
has  now  been  adopted  as  the  best  means.  In  Grermany,  injections 
of  drugs  (morphine,  even  strychnine)  seem  to  be  the  favorite  method 
to  destroy  the  foetus. 

When  the  foetal  heart  is  distinctly  heard,  afler  the  fourth  month, 
laparotomy  is  the  best  method.  Such  cases  require  the  greatest  care, 
observation  and  solicitude  of  the  obstetrist,  as  the  diagnosis  is  by  no 
means  easy  or  certain,  and  the  question  as  to  their  treatment  is  still 
somewhat  in  doubt.  Each  case  must  be  individualized,  and  the 
proper  homoeopathic  remedy  be  given,  and  then  it  may  be  often  left 
safely  to  nature,  until  no  doubt  remains  as  to  the  existence  of  a  dead 
foetus,  when,  in  my  opinion,  laparotomy  is  the  only  resource.  Some 
oases  that  I  have  known,  where  the  diagnosis  was  doubtful,  have 
been  treated  entirely  by  homoeopathic  remedies,  and  the  untoward 
symptoms  all  disappeared. 

T/ie  Forceps, — ^The  doctrine  taught  by  our  forefathers  in  midwifery 
(viz. :  Ramsbotham,  Churchill,  Blundell,  Boer,  etc.),  was  that  they 
''  should  not  be  resorted  to  until  all  the  powers  of  life  were  exhausted, 
all  capacity  for  further  exertion  at  an  end  and  the  mind  as  much  de- 
pressed as  the  body,  so  that  they  would  both  sink  together  unless  res- 
cued by  art!"  Such  a  doctrine  was  the  rule  when  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales,  in  1817,  was  fifty-two  hours  in  labor,  and  was 
finally  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  and  then  expired.  The  court  ob- 
stetricians who  attended  her  were  afraid  to  apply  the  forceps  because 
the  rules  in  the  books  were  againdt  such  interference ;  and  one  of  the 
medical  attendants.  Sir  Richard  Croft,  subsequently  committed  sui- 
cide from  chagrin  at  the  loss  of  his  patient. 

What  changes  have  been  wrought  in  less  than  seventy  years! 
Churchill,  in  England,  gave  the  statistics  of  the  use  of  forceps  at  120 
in  42,196  labors,  or  1  in  361 ;  in  France,  1  in  162,  and  in  Germany, 
1  in  153.  How  is  it  now  ?  We  all  know  that  the  forceps  is  the 
child's  instrument,  to  save  its  life  and  to  end  the  ptilins  of  the  mother. 
One  of  our  most  celebrated  practitioners,  a  resident  of  Little  Rock, 
told  me  the  other  day  that  he  used  the  forceps  in  about  1  in  3  cases 
of  midwifery.  In  my  own  experience  I  can  scarcely  give  statistics, 
but  I  use  them  at  least  3  times  in  from  15  to  25  labors. 

I  may  sum  up  the  indications  for  their  use:    When  the  mother  is 
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in    feeble  healthy  or  so  weak  that  she  cannot  bear  down,  and  the 
labor  is  protracted  ;  or,  when  either  mother  or  child  runs  any  danger . 
from  the  labor  being  protracted,  and  this  danger  will  cease  when  the 
labor  is  ended,  the  forceps  are  indicated. 

The  forceps,  when  properly  used,  cannot  do  any  harm;  and 
moreover  the  modification  of  Tarnier,  in  adding  what  he  calls  trac- 
tion-rods, attached  to  a  point  in  the  lower  curvature  of  the  blades,  so 
as  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  principle  of  axis-traction,  is  an  improve- 
ment, and  adds  to  their  value  in  some  special  cases.  But  while  Tar- 
flier's  forceps,  as  I  have  said,  possesses  some  advantages  in  certain 
cases,  it  will  never  supersede  the  old  forceps. 

With  the  march  of  experience,  the  indications  for  craniotomy  are 
being  lessened  every  year;  and  the  Porro-Cseaarean  section  is  already 
being  recommended  as  a  substitute  in  all  cases  where  the  child  is  not 
dead.  The  Porro  operation,  as  you  are  aware,  is  simply  a  supra- 
vaginal hysterectomy ;  only  the  uterus  contains  a  child,  instead  of  a 
fibroid  tumor.  In  a  recent  address  in  the  London  Lancet,  it  is 
stated  that  sixty  years  ago  the  mortality  of  the  Csesarean  section  was 
from  70  to  90  per  cent.,  and  now,  under  the  improved  method  of 
operating,  with  antiseptics,  the  mortality  is,  in  Dresden  and  Leipzig, 
reduced  to  less  than  10  per  cent. 

From  reports  in  Great  Britain,  of  the  results  of  the  Porro  opera- 
tion, for  four  years  ending  April,  18S9,  the  mortality  is  given  at  19 
per  cent,  and  for  the  Csesarean  section  (Sanger's  operation)  the  mor- 
tality was  26  per  cent.  I  may  safely  assert  that  it  is  now  conceded 
that  the  Porro  operation,  skilfully  made,  is  safer  for  the  mother  than 
the  old  Csesarean  section. 

A  recent  authority.  Dr.  R.  Barnes,  asks  the  following  question  : 
**  Ought  craniotomy  be  performed  upon  a  living  child  ?  "  He  adds : 
**  This  question  has  stirred  the  consciences  of  physicians  even  to  the 
most  recent  times."  I  confess  that  with  a  large  clinical  experience, 
personally,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  advise  the  Porro  operation,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  craniotomy,  if  the  child  is  alive. 

The  subject  of  the  pathology  of  puerperal  fever  is  not  yet  settled. 
The  majority  of  modern  writers  regard  it  as  a  local  disease — being 
nothing  less  than  a  surgical  or  septic  fever.  Others,  and  myself  with 
this  minority,  re^rd  it  as  an  essential  fever,  or  a  zymotic  disease,  the 
result  of  some  peculiar  and  unknown  poison.     Robert  Barnes  says : 

'*  We  must  therefore  understand  puerperal  fever  as  fever  in  the 
puerpera,  and  abandon  the  vain  attempt  to  find  only  one  definite 
puerperal  fever,  but  recognize  the  clinical  fact  that  there  are  puer- 
peral fevers," 
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Id  this  view  of  the  case,  I  freely  ooooede  that  the  origin  of  puer- 
peral fever  is  a  puerperal  poison ;  but  I  conceive  that  there  are  two 
forms  of  it— one  an  essential  fever,  from  an  autogenetic  or  endo- 
septic  cause,  and  the  other  exhibiting  itself  as  a  local  disease  (septi- 
caemia), from  a  heterogenetic  cause. 

The  subject  of  antiseptics  in  labor  deserves  more  than  a  mere  men- 
tion. It  should  never  be  ignored  nor  neglected  ;  because  we  have 
the  fact  before  us  that  by  the  aid  of  antiseptics,  abdominal  surgery 
has  been  brought  to  a  perfection  and  success  that  could  never  have 
been  attended  by  any  other  means.  Cleanliness  in  the  confinement 
chamber  is  the  first  and  best  antiseptic,  but  this  is  not  quite  all. 

One  fact  should  be  well  understood,  that,  theoretically  and  practi- 
cally, by  the  use  of  antiseptics  it  is  intended  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  germs,  rather  than  the  destruction  of  microbes.  It  should  be 
the  duty  of  the  accoucheur  to  see  that  neither  himself  nor  the  nurse 
shall  be  the  means  of  carrying  anything  about  them  that  can  convey 
infection  in  any  manner. 

In  case  the  nurse  has  been  recently  caring  for  any  patient  with 
a  disease  that  was  contagious,  she  should  not  come  into  any  confine- 
ment room.  The  accoucheur,  if  in  attendance  upon  a  case  of  scarla- 
tina, diphtheria,  typhoid  or  puerperal  fever  should  not  attend  any 
new  confinement  case  until  he  has  been  disinfected,  and  has  ceased  to 
come  in  contact  with  any  such  patient. 

I  need  not  mention  the  particulars  required  to  carry  out  a  rational 
system  of  antiseptics  in  the  confinement  room  and  during  convales- 
cense,  for  you  are  all  familiar  with  the  same. 

I  desire,  however,  to  call  attention  to  a  new  remedy  that  is  anti- 
septic, relatively  harmless,  and  in  all  respects  believed  to  be  equal  to 
corrosive  sublimate.  It  is  creoline,  one  of  the  coal-tar  products.  It 
has  been  used  in  the  Munich  hospitals  to  the  exclusion  of  other  anti- 
septics. I  have  used  it  for  the  past  eighteen  months,  and  can  speak 
highly  of  it.  It  is  as  good  as  sublimate,  and  we  gain  a  great  ad- 
vantage, as  we  avoid  the  dangers  of  the  latter.  It  mixes  with  water, 
forming  a  sort  of  milky  emulsion.  It  should  be  used  locally  in 
obstetric  practice,  in  the  strength  of  a  teaspoonful  to  a  pint  of  water. 

One  little  matter  I  have  attended  to  for  the  past  ten  years,  and 
that  is  to  require  all  my  patients  to  be  confined  upon  tarred  paper, 
spread  upon  the  mattress,  and  as  soon  as  the  delivery  was  over,  this 
has  been  thrown  away,  and  the  patient  had  a  clean  sheet  and  mattress. 
For  a  year  past  I  have  used  a  new  aooouohement  sheet^  made  out  of 
wood  wool.    This  is  something  recently  imported,  and  comes  in  the 
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form  of  a  eheet  of  soft  wool,  large  enough  to  cover  the  confiDement 
bed.  It  is  softy  and  of  the  thickness  of  two  comforts,  is  antiseptically 
prepared  (bj  sublimate),  is  inexpensive,  costing  about  fifty  cents,  im- 
pervious to  water,  and  is  absolutely  the  best  absorbent  known ;  and 
after  delivery  may  be  thrown  away  or  burned.  This  antiseptic  wood 
^ool  also  comes  to  us  made  up  into  diapers,  that  cost  less  than  the 
^cashing  of  ordinary  diapers.  Aftier  use,  each  one  may  be  thrown 
away  or  burned. 

This  wood  wool  may  be  utilized  as  a  dressing  for  the  navel  cord, 
and  we  have  thus  employed  it,  after  the  recommendations  of  phys- 
icians on  the  continent. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  heard  of  a  case  of  puerperal  fever 
supposed  to  have  resulted  from  a  gonorrhoea  contracted  by  the  par- 
turient during  her  pregnancy. 

I  stated  in  a  paper  last  year,  that  gonorrhoea  iu  women  is  far 
more  costly  to  life  and  health  than  syphilis.  The  treatment  of  oph- 
thalmia neonatorum  in  children  of  women  afflicted  with  either  latent 
gonorrhoea  or  uterine  catarrh,  was  discussed  in  a  paper  read  before 
the  Missouri  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  at  Springfield,  by  Professor 
J.  A.  Campbell,  of  St  Louis.  He  mentions  Crede's  treatment,  in  use 
all  over  Germany,  of  lapis  infemalis,  2  per  cent,  solution,  dropped 
into  the  eyes  of  the  child  immediately  after  birth.  Dr.  Campbell 
recommends  boric  acid  solution,  10  grains  to  the  ounce.  Others  have 
recently  employed  corrosive  sublimate,  solution  1-4000,  for  the  same 
purpose. 

The  statistics  of  lying-in  hospitals,  where  careful  antiseptic  rules 
are  carried  out  (and  this  means  cleanliness  and  fresh  air),  exhibit  to 
us  more  favorable  results  than  can  be  furnished  in  private  practice. 

This  is  something  that  will  give  us  food  for  reflection :  I  have 
seen  it  stated,  a  year  since,  that  in  the  Tarnier  Pavilion,  in  Paris, 
they  had  nearly  one  thousand  deliveries  without  one  death ;  and  in 
1888,  in  the  Queen  Charlotte  Lying-in  Hospital,  in  London,  there 
were  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three  confinements  with  only  two  deaths. 
In  Preston  Retreat,  in  Philadelphia,  they  have  had  over  eight  hun- 
dred cases  of  confinement  and  not  one  death.  My  authority  for  this 
is  a  letter  from  Dr.  Price,  physician  in  charge  of  the  Retreat— date 
of  the  letter,  May  27,  1890.  In  his  statistics  of  the  first  five  hun- 
dred labors,  the  forceps  were  used  fifty-two  times. 

The  great  success  of  this  treatment  is  due  to  the  ''  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  of  cleanliness  " — the  best  of  all  antiseptics.  This 
is  a  most  excellent  showing,  and  cannot  be  paralleled  by  the  sta- 
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tisticB  of  any  foreign  iostitutions.  It  may  be  aoooanted  for,  becaase 
in  maternities  every  appliance  is  at  hand,  for  not  only  the  most  stiilful 
treatment  of  the  puerperal  woman,  bnt  likewise  for  her  care  and 
nursing,  until  until  she  is  discharged  convalescent. 

Brow  presentations  are  still  fraught  with  difficulties,  and  the  prog* 
nosis  of  the  same  is  less  favorable  than  face  presentations.  In  their 
treatment  by  extension  they  may  be  converted  into  face  presentations, 
or  by  flexion  into  vertex  presentations.  One  case  occurred  in  my 
experience  the  past  year  (it  was  a  consultation),  where  there  was  an 
impaction  of  the  head  in  mid-pelvis,  and  the  forceps  could  not  be 
applied.  Craniotomy  was  resorted  to  after  there  was  every  indica* 
tion  that  the  foetus  was  dead. 

Lacerations  of  the  perineum  (where  they  extend  for  an  inch)  dur- 
ing labor,  should  be  operated  upon  immediately  after  delivery,  and 
such  treatment  seems  now  to  be  almost  unanimously  recommended  by 
the  best  authorities. 

Eclampsia. — The  prognosis  of  convulsions  complicating  labor  is 
still  grave.  They  are  always  more  serious  when  they  commence  early 
in  the  labor,  before  the  birth  of  the  child.  A  paper  upon  this  sub- 
ject was  read  by  Dr.  O.  8.  Runnels,  ex-president  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Missouri  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy,  held  in  St.  Louis,  in  April  last.  His  paper  was 
an  exhaustive  one.  He  emphasizes  the  premonitory  symptoms  of 
headache,  visual  disturbances,  and  epigastric  pain.  He  states  that 
although  the  disease  has  been  characterized  as  an  albuminuria,  that 
at  least  one-fifth  of  the  pregnant  women  have  albuminuria  without 
having  any  vestige  of  the  disease.  Some  years  ago,  Carl  Braun,  in 
Vienna,  said  that  when  patients  with  eclampsia  had  but  little  albu- 
min in  their  urine  the  prognosis  was  not  so  good  as  when  it  contained 
a  good  quantity.  This  seems  paradoxical.  We  all  know  that  albu- 
min is  found  in  the  urine  of  a  certain  proportion  of  pregnant  women, 
and  that  it  frequently  occasions  them  no  harm.  Dr.  Fordyce  Bar- 
ker estimated  that  about  one  pregnant  woman  in  twenty-five  has 
albuminuria,  and  obstetrical  statistics  show  that  eclampsia  happens 
once  in  four  hundred  and  fifty  labors.  If,  now,  only  four  per  cent,  of 
these  four  hundred  and  fifty  women  have  albumin  in  their  urine,  and 
only  one  of  them  has  eclampsia,  then  we  may  dismiss  the  old  theory,  as 
taught  us  by  Professor  Frerichs,  that  albumin  causes  puerperal  con- 
vulsions. It  is  now  the  received  opinion  of  the  best  observers  and 
clinicians,  that  eclampsia  is  caused  by  the  suppression  of  natural 
evacuations,  both  faecal  and  urinary,  or  from  the  absorbed  products 
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of  internal  putrefaction.  What  gives  currency  to  the  belief  is,  that 
women  thus  afflicted  suffered  from  an  unnatural  constipation  during 
the  period  of  their  gestation. 

Dr.  Runnels  advises  the  indicated  homoeopathic  remedies;  but,  in 
addition,  if  convulsions  come  with  great  frequency,  he  says  sedatives 
must  be  used— chloroform,  hydrate  of  chloral,  and  veratrum  viride 
— the  latter  used  hypodermically.  Winckel,  in  a  most  positive  man- 
ner, rejects  the  old  allopathic  remedy  of  blood-letting.  He  says,  it 
cannot  allay  the  weakness  of  the  heart,  but  rather  increases  it.  He 
also  rejects  the  more  recent  allopathic  remedy,  pilocarpine ;  objecting 
to  it  because  it  is  too  depressing ;  and  both  remedies  are  stricken 
from  the  list  He  gives  every  pregnant  woman  who  has  albuminuria 
aloes  and  colocynth  before  labor;  and,  with  warm  baths  as  adjuvants, 
claims  to  prevent  the  accession  of  the  convulsions. 

For  some  years  I  have  fortunately  had  no  case  of  eclampsia,  and 
I  hope  that  by  careful  homoeopathic  treatment  I  may  have  prevented 
them.  I  still,  however,  admit  it  to  be  among  the  gravest  affections 
that  the  accoucheur  has  to  deal  with.  Corrosive  sublimate,  recom- 
mended as  a  specific,  has  been  tried  by  some  practitioners — one,  a 
physician  of  my  acquaintance — in  minute  doses  hypodermically, 
especially  for  puerperal  convulsions  of  the  hysterical  kind.  With 
this  I  have  had  no  personal  experience. 

Chloroform,  as  an  ansesthetic  in  labor,  is  employed  by  many  ob- 
stetrists  of  our  school.  In  my  own  practice,  I  have  for  many 
years  past  only  used  it  in  exceptional  cases — occasionally  in  the  laat 
hours  of  very  painful  labor,  when  the  second  stage  of  labor  is  nearly 
completed.  In  operations  of  a  painful  nature  I  use  it — not  in  ordi- 
nary forcep  cases,  but  when  the  application  of  forceps  is  difficult,  and 
there  is  delay  in  delivery,  it  may  be  given.  In  .France  and  upon 
the  Continent,  hypnosis  is  recommended  as  a  substitute  for  chloro- 
form, and  it  is  said  to  be  entirely  successful  in  alleviating  the  pains 
of  labor.  In  such  cases  we  are  told  that  it  is  best  for  the  practi- 
tioner to  hypnotize  his  patient  a  short  time  before  the  labor,  in  order 
to  be  sure  of  success  when  the  labor  pains  come  on. 

While  writing  this  address,  I  met  one  of  our  best  practitioners,  a 
professor  in  one  of  our  St.  Louis  colleges  (old  school),  and  he  related 
two  cases  of  labor  in  his  experience  where  hypnotism  was  practiced 
with  perfect  success,  so  that,  by  means  of  suggestionf  the  labor  went 
on  normally  until  delivery  was  accomplished  and  the  patients  were 
unconscious  of  any  pain. 

I  believe  in  the  reign  of  law  and  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  but 
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this  18  a  matter  that  should  be  carefully  studied.  Some  of  my  friends 
maj  think  its  veiy  mention  is  inopportune,  and  that  it  should  never 
be  even  thought  of  in  obstetrical  practice.  Psycho-therapeutics  is, 
however,  gaining  ground,  and  we  know  that  it  has  been  used  in  con- 
vulsions (not  puerperal)  with  success. 

The  great  mathematician^  Arago,  said :  **  As  soon  as  one  is  con- 
cerned with  the  living  organism,  caution  becomes  a  duty ;  but  be 
who  uses  the  word  imposrihle  without  the  sphere  of  pure  mathe- 
matics is  at  least  careless.^'  While  I  do  not  care  to  take  any  ex- 
treme position  on  the  subject  of  hypnotism,  I  am  sure  it  is  impor- 
tant for  each  of  us  to  give  it  a  most  careful  and  thorough  investi- 
gation. 

The  astonishing  results  already  demonstrated  fill  us  with  wonder, 
and  urge  us  to  further  and  careful  research.  A  great  deal  is  yet  to 
be  learned  in  regard  to  mental  operations  in  the  cure  of  disease. 

To  a  true  physician  nothing  is  unworthy  of  r^ard  which  offers 
any  hope  of  helping  suffering  humanity. 

I  have  touched  in  this  address  upon  only  a  few  practical  points, 
and  I  beg  your  forbearance.  If  I  have  exhibited  too  much  enthu- 
siasm, I  trust  you  will  be  at  least  lenient.  I  cannot  bring  these  re- 
marks to  a  close  without  taking  the  liberty  to  express  the  hope  that 
our  school  will  exhibit  a  new  characteristic  enthusiasm  and  industry 
in  cultivating  the  science  and  art  of  obstetrics,  so  that  we  may,  by 
new  provings  of  drugs,  discover  specifics  that  will  materially  alle- 
viate the  many  painful  reflex  symptoms  that  occasion  so  much  dis- 
tress and  danger  to  pregnant  women.  If  this  is  done  in  a  pains- 
taking manner,  we  believe  that  the  accidents  and  fatality  attending 
confinements  will  be  materially  lessened. 

We  may  then  hope  to  exhibit,  in  private  practice,  as  good  results 
as  have  been  attained  in  well-conducted  lying-in  hospitals. 

As  accoucheurs,  in  practicing  our  holy  vocation,  let  us  ever  re- 
member, 

''  A  mother  is  a  mother  still, 
The  holiest  thing  aliye." 


Impotencb  Cubed  by  Sospenmok.— Belying  upon  the  results  of  suspension  in 
tabes,  as  recorded  by  numerous  authorities,  Dr.  S.  Istomanoff  tried  it  in  ten  cases  of 
impotence.  Most  of  the  cases  also  complained  of  spermatorrhoea  and  emissions. 
All  ten  cases  were  cured.  The  number  of  suspensions  varied  from  twentv-four  to 
fifty-one,  in  different  cases.  The  emissions  ceamd  after  nine,  ten,  tweWe  and  twenty- 
four  suspensions  respectively.^^.  PeUr$bwg  Med.  Woehentehr^  12, 1890. 
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OTACOUSTIC  TREATMENT  AS  AN  ADJUNCT  TO  FORMER  METHODS  OF 
TREATING  DEAFNESS. 

BY  W.  R.  KINO,  M.D.,  OTOLOGIST  AND  OPHTHALMOLOGIST  TO  NATIONAL 
HOMOBOPATEHO  HOSPITAL,  AND  HOMOBOPATHIO  FREE 
DISPENSARY,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Some  two  years  sinoe^  my  attention  was  drawn  to  an  account  of  a 
meeting  of  the  CoII^  of  Physicians,  Philadelphia,  at  which  this 
subject  was  presented  to  that  body  by  the  discoverer,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Maloney,  of  this  city,  and  afterwards  my  attention  was  again  drawn 
to  it  by  a  publication  of  its  presentation  and  discussion  before  the 
American  Otological  Society  at  New  London,  Connecticut.  As  the 
discoverer  resided  in  this  city,  I  determined  to  have  a  personal  in- 
terview with  him,  and,  at  my  request,  he  called  and  explained  his 
method  and  means.  It  having  been  presented  with  clearness  and  a 
knowledge  of  physiological  acoustics  satisfactory  to  me,  I  deter- 
mined to  give  it  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  and  with  that  end  in  view 
I  selected  cases  of  a  typical  nature  as  they  presented  themselves, 
believing  that  the  best  mode  of  procedure  for  a  crucial  test.  The  re- 
sults of  which,  up  to  this  time,  I  am  pleased  to  report  as  follows : 

Case  1. — Mrs.  Nettie  W.  C,  aged  thirty- three  years.  Scarlatina 
at  eight  years. 

Right  ear :  Very  little  hearing  power,  and  then  only  without  dis- 
tinctness through  old  form  of  hearing-tube,  but  the  constant  use  of 
tube  (entering  the  external  auditory  canal)  had  set  up  irritation  and 
consequent  pain  upon  use. 

Left  ear:  No  hearing  power.  Almost  complete  destruction  of 
membrana  vibrans,  a  portion  of  membrana  flaocida  remaining. 
There  was  naso-pharyngeal  catarrh  and  hypertrophied  tonsils.  After 
treatment  for  a  while,  I  determined,  as  before  stated,  to  see  what 
'^ otacoustic  treatment''  would  do  for  this  case,  as  there  was  no 
sign  of  awakening  hearing  power.  After  an  examination  of  patient 
by  Mr.  Maloney,  he  advised  absolute  rest  or  disuse  for  right  ear 
during  treatment,  and  '^  otacoustic  treatment "  for  left  ear  alone  for 
time  being  (this  ear  not  having  been  used  for  twenty-five  years.)  He 
also  called  my  attention  to  defective  articulation  of  patient  and  re- 
quested me  to  note  effect  of  treatment  of  that  as  well. 

Treatment  in  this  case  consisted  largely  of  the  use  of  the  routine 
local  or  mechanical  measures,  viz.,  inflation  of  Eustachian  tube  and 
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middle  ear  by  means  of  the  Politzer  bag  and  the  Eustachian  catheter ; 
Faradism^  positive  pole  at  orifice  of  Eustachian  tube  and  n^ative 
pole  in  the  external  meatus  and  on  mastoid  process ;  and  internal 
homoeopathic  remedies,  such  as  kali  mnr.,  dulc,  strychninum,  pilo- 
carpine mur.,  ete.|  as  they  seemed  to  be  indicated,  together  with 
**  otacoustic  treatment ''  twice  daily. 

After  one  month's  use,  the  patient  wrote,  under  date  of  February 
21,  1888: 

'^  It  is  now  one  month  since  I  began  ^  otacoustic  treatment,'  in 
addition  to  regular  treatment,  and  I  find  that,  when  I  read  to  my- 
self, there  is  a  sharpness  to  the  voice  that  I  never  heard  before — 
many  words  have  a  drawl,  and,  horror  ofhorrorSf  a  wretched  Utp — 
of  all  detestables  that  is  the  worst" 

This  was  her  first  knowledge  of  the  defective  articulation.  Under 
date  of  June  23, 1888,  she  wrote : 

^*  In  regard  to  otophone  prescribed  for  me,  after  using  it  since 
January  2lBt  last,  I  cannot  find  words  to  express  the  pleasure  and 
happiness  its  use  gives  to  me,  as  my  left  ear  has  been  of  no  use  to 
me  for  twenty-five  years,  and  it  is  u[K)n  that  ear  I  use  it.  You  will 
remember  at  first  use  you  were  obliged  to  speak  in  a  very  loud  tone 
of  voice  to  make  me  understand  a  sentence  or  conversation  ;  now  I 
can  hear  a  whisper  through  it  You  remember  also  that  I  could  not 
hear  myself  talk  through  it;  now  I  can  hear  myself  read,  and  note 
every  peculiarity  of  speech  that  long  deafness  has  brought  upon  me. 
The  noise  in  my  head  has  changed  m>m  the  thunder  roar  of  Niagara 
to  a  sound  like  distant  music,  and  that  occasionally  changes  to  a 
sound  like  the  sighing  of  the  wind  through  trees. .  I  would  not  part 
with  the  otophone  for  any  money,  and  believe  it  to  be  the  only  in- 
strument a  deaf  person  should  use.  Trumpets  and  speaking-tubes 
used  by  me  heretofore — because  of  entering  the  ear — had  a  very 
detrimental  effect  upon  me,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  very  injurious. 
If  all  deaf  persons  could  know  of  ^  otacoustic  treatment,'  there  would 
be  less  despondency  and  nervousness.  Respectfully, 

"MR8.N.a" 

At  this  time,  condition  of  both  ears  had  changed ;  patient  could  now 
hear  sermons  without  any  aid  to  hearing,  and  the  articulation  had 
improved  to  a  marked  extent. 

Case  2.  Ralph  G.,  aged  12.  Diphtheria  at  6.  This  case  was 
even  more  remarkable  than  the  foregoing  one.  Before  being  brought 
to  me,  the  boy  had  been  taken  by  his  mother  to  many  of  the  leading 
otologists  here  and  abroad. 

Right  ear :  No  hearing  fi)r  loud  voioe,  close  to  meatus.     Destruc* 
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tioD  of  M.  T.|  save  a  portion  of  membrana  flaocida^  or  '*  Shrapoell's 
membrane.'^ 

Left  ear :  Otitis  pumlenta,  exacerbations  frequent  from  exposure, 
pain  relieved  by  discharge.  M.  T.  perforated  and  sclerotic  inflam- 
mation with  suppuration  frequently  recurring.  Slight  naso-pharyn- 
geal  catarrh.  Excessive  hypertrophy  of  tonsils  (almost  touching 
each  other.)  The  diagnosis  made  abroad  was  paralysis  of  auditory 
nerve;  this  was  verified  (?)  by  one  or  two  specialists  in  this  country. 
The  boy  was  an  expert  lip-reader;  he  had  the  ''deaf  &ce''  well 
developed.  By  appointment  I  had  Mr.  M.  meet  the  boy  at  my 
office  for  examination  and  prognosis.  The  boy  heard  readily  after 
a  moment  or  two  through  best  ear,  and  within  three  or  four  minutes 
through  worst  ear.  The  mother  could  scarcely  realize  his  hearing 
upon  the  right  side.  Mr.  M.  made  a  favorable  prognosis  for  devel- 
opment to  serve  practical  purposes  through  life ;  and  even  upon  right 
side  without  M.  T.  or  ossicles.  I  must  confess  that  I  was  somewhat 
surprised  for  the  moment  at  this  prognosis,  for  in  my  long  experience 
here,  and  even  while  in  Vienna,  I  had  never  seen  or  heard  any  hope 
held  out  for  such  a  case ;  but  I  concluded  to  be  patient  and  watch 
for  results. 

Treatment. — Attention  was  first  given  to  the  condition  of  frequent 
suppurative  inflammatory  attacks  in  the  left  ear — frequent  inflations 
by  Politzer's  method — thorough  cleansing  and  antiseptic  treatment 
locally  applied,  and  calc.  carb.  30  was  given  for  the  dyscrasia  with 
hepar  sulph.  3x  to  be  used  when  an  acute  attack  was  pending,  and 
during  the  inflammation  and  suppuration.  Local  treatment  of  a 
detergent  and  astringent  character  helped  materially  the  condition 
of  naso-pharyngeal  catarrh  and  insufflations  of  soda  bicarb,  on  the 
tonsils  was  soon  followed  by  a  complete  reduction  of  the  hypertro- 
phy. Otacoustic  treatment  was  begun,  and  the  hearing  power  was 
brought  up  to  a  condition  within  sixty  days  as  follows:  The  boy 
could  hear  ordinary  conversation  at  ten  or  twelve  feet  with  ease,  and 
when  I  last  saw  him,  many  months  since,  the  improvement  remained 
fixed.  The  *'  deaf  face "  consequent  upon  mental  strain  from  lip- 
reading  had  disappeared ;  he  was  ruddy  and  robust,  and  I  think  it 
would  puzzle  an  expert  to  discover  that  the  boy  had  ever  been  pro- 
foundly deaf. 

Ca8£  3.     Mrs.  W.  W.  H.,  age  about  46.    Deaf  for  fifteen  years. 

June  1,  1889«  Bight  ear:  History  of  deafness  for  fifteen  years. 
W.  on  contact  =  0.  Left  ear :  W.  aerial  ==  ^.  Fork  test  B.  C. 
good.     M.  T.  Sclerotic,  opaque,  retracted.    Atrophic  nasal  catarrh. 
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Dryness  nose,  throat.  '^  Tinnitus  aurium''  very  persistent  and 
varying.  Patient  was  very  skeptical  of  prognosis  made  by  Mr.  M. 
after  examinations  and  tests,  but  her  husband  who  was  present  and 
who  witnessed  tests,  urged  her  to  try  the  treatment,  which  she  re- 
luctantly did.  Afterthirty  days  the  following  surprising  results  were 
shown:  W.  R.  E.  aerial  =  ^;  W.  L.  E.  aerial  =  |^.  Ordinary 
conversation  heard  readily  in  any  part  of  room,  wfienpalieni  is  not 
looking  cU  speaker.  '^Tinnitus  aurium"  very  much  reduced.  The 
improvement  still  holds  in  this  patient  up  to  this  time.  I  may  here 
add  that  this  case  presents  remarkable  features,  as  the  patient  is  a 
neurotic,  and  then,  as  now,  in  the  climacteric  period. 

Treatment. — Local ;  inflation  on  both  sides,  with  Politzer  bag  and 
Eustachian  catheter,  at  first  twice  and  later  once  weekly.  Faradism 
applied,  as  in  Case  No.  1  of  this  report.  Cleansing  and  stimulating 
treatment  directed  to  atrophic  rhinitis.  The  constitutional  treatment 
in  this  case  has  required  the  use  of  various  remedies,  owing  to  the 
many  complications  involved  in  so  marked  a  neurotic  The  reme- 
dies mainly  directed  to  the  conditions  immediately  in  the  deafness 
were  kali  mur.,  chinin.,  ars.,  dulc,  lachesis,  stxychninum  and  pilocar- 
pine mur.;  the  best  results  seemingly  following  the  use  of  the  latter 
remedy,  together  with  otacoustic  treatment. 

Case  4.— Miss  Julia  8.,  aged  65.  October  10,  1889.  Pro- 
foundly deaf,  both  sides.  R.  E.  W.  A.  =  0 ;  C.  =  0;  L.  E.  W. 
A.  =  0 :  C.  =  0 ;  F.  T.  (fork  test),  A.  =  0 ;  B.  C.  fair.  Expert 
lip-reader.  Atrophic  "  Otitis  Media  Catarrhalis.'^  M.  T.  retracted, 
opaque.  Patient  was  seen  at  my  office  by  Mr.  M.  Examination 
made  and  treatment  adopted.  After  sixty  days  the  following  result : 
R.  E.  W.  =  C. ;  L.  E.  W.  =  A.  ^.  Could  hear  unaided  voice 
for  moderate  tones  eight  feet.  This  patient  then  returned  to  her 
home  in  the  West. 

Treatment. — Local;  consisted  in  the  employment  of  about  the 
same  methods  as  were  used  in  Case  No.  3,  though  seemingly  in  them- 
selves of  very  little  benefit.  The  principal  remedies  used  were  kali 
mur.,  alumina,  nux  vomica,  and  pilocarpine,  as  they  seemed  to  be 
best  adapted  to  the  existing  condition.  I  neglected  to  state  that  the 
Faradic  current  first,  and  later  the  galvanic,  was  used  in  both  sides 
with  some  manifest  benefit  following  each  application;  however, 
this  was  again  much  more  marked  after  beginning  the  otacoustic 
treatment. 

Case  5. — Mrs.  L.  L.  8.,  aged  75.  Senile  deafness  and  rapidly 
increasing.    After  examination  by  Mr.  M.,  prognosis  was  moderate 
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i  mprovement  and  retention  of  same.  Treatment  adopted ;  moderate 
improvement  followed.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  although  I  have 
only  seen  the  patient  once  during  the  year  the  improvement  in  the 
beginning  has  been  maintained.  This  is  a  very  good  result^  consid- 
ering age  of  patient  and  absence  from  the  city  and  from  watchful- 
ness. 

Treatment. — Local.  Inflation  both  sides,  and  Faradic  current 
continued  only  for  a  short  time,  as  she  soon  left  this  city  to  return 
to  her  new  England  home,  taking  with  her  an  otophone  with  full 
instructions  for  the  continuous  daily  application  of  otacoustic  treat- 
ment. 

Case  6.— Mrs.  A.  C.  W.,  aged  29.  August  29,  1889.  Atrophic 
middle  ear  and  tubal  catarrh.  M.  T.  dry,  opaque,  retracted.  B.  E. 
(very  sensitive)  W.  =  C. ;  aerial  =  0 ;  L.  E.  W.  =  C. ;  aerial  =  0. 
Otacoustic  treatment  adopted.  At  this  time  (April  19th,  1890),  con- 
ditions are :  R.  E.  W.  aerial  =  /(^ ;  ^-  E.  W.  aerial  =  f^.  Ordinary 
conversation  readily  heard  at  ten  feet  with  back  to  speaker. 

Treatment. — Local.  Inflation  both  sides.  Faradic,  and  later,  gal- 
vanic current,  both  sides.  Cleansing  and  stimulating  applications 
to  nose  and  .pharynx.  Remedies,  given  at  different  times,  included 
china,  chenopodium,  kali  mur.,  dulc,  and  strychninum.  The  last 
two  of  which  she  is  now  taking  together  with  otacoustic  treatment, 
and  continuous  improvement  is  manifest. 

Case  7.— Mr.  J.  M.,  aged  75.  November  21,  1889.  Deafness 
twenty-five  years.  R.  E.  W.  =  C. ;  L.  E.  W.  =  0 ;  fork  test,  aerial 
=  0;  B.  C.  fair.  Hypertrophic  nosal  catarrh.  Mouth-breather. 
Otacoustic  treatment  adopted.  On  December  17th  this  person  (being 
an  out-of-town  patient)  wrote : 

"  My  left  ear,  which  was  the  worst,  has  developed  hearing  power 
considerably." 

TreatmenL — Local.  Inflation  both  sides,  with  local  cleansing  and 
astringent  applications  for  relief  of  hypertrophic  rhinitis.  Remedies 
used  up  to  time  of  his  departure  from  the  city  (within  thirty  days 
aflier  first  seeing)  were  kali  bich.  6x  and  pilocarpin  mur.  y^.  This, 
together  with  otacoustic  treatment,  which  is  still  being  used  and  with 
benefit. 

Case  8. — Miss  Annie  B.  DeL.,  aged  24.  January  16,  1890. 
Post-scarlatiual  deafness  since  early  childhood.  R.  E.,  tV.  =  0 ;  L. 
E.,W.=^. 

Fork  test:  R.  E.,  aerial  =  0;  L.  E.,  aerial  =  6  in.  B.  C,  good. 
Chronic  muco-purulent  discharge  from  left  ear.     M.  T.  righty 
opaque,  retracted  and  full  of  cicatrices.     M.  T.  lefty  perforation  in 
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inferior  posterior  quadrant  and  tissue  bathed  in  muco-pnrulent  se- 
cretion. Expert  lip  reader,  Afler  examination  by  Mr.  M.,  **  ota- 
cousUo  treatment ''  was  adopted  and  directed  to  development  of 
hearing  in  worst  ear^  with  disuse,  and  absolute  rest  (by  closing 
meatus  with  wool)  for  left  ear  during  medication.  At  the  end  of 
thirty  days  ^'otacoustic  treatment  ^^  was  used  on  both  sides,  the 
purulent  discharge  from  left  ear  having  subsided.  At  this  date 
(May  3,  1890)  conditions  are:  W.,  aerial,  R.  E.  =^;  W.,  aerial, 

L.E.,  =  M. 

Ordinary  conversational  tone  of  voice  can  now  be  heard,  B.  K  = 
6  feet ;  L.  E.  =  10  feet ;  without  listener  seeing  speaker. 

Treatment  was  first  directed  mainly  to  the  suppurative  condition 
existing  in  the  left  ear  and  consisted  of  thorough  cleansing  by  the 
use  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen  (15  vol.)  locally,  followed  by  careful 
drying  of  canal  and  insuiflation  of  boric  acid ;  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks  the  ear  was  dry  and  clean  and  still  continues  so.  Inflation 
both  sides ;  suitable  local  treatment  was  directed  to  an  existing  naso- 
pharyngeal catarrh.  Faradic  current  has  been  used  latterly  with 
evidently  some  good  effect,  particularly  as  regards  a  severe  hemi- 
crania  which  has  annoyed  her  frequently  and  been  very  severe.  The 
remedies  used  have  consisted  of  silicia,  calc.  carb.,  kali  mur.,  dulc 
and  pilocarp.  mur.  yf^-.  The  last  named  being  of  most  service  and 
is  at  present  being  exhibited,  together  with  otacoustic  treatment, 
producing  continuous,  steady,  though  slow,  increase  of  hearing  power 
and  improvement  of  general  health.  These  results  are  certainly 
satisfactory,  particularly  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  length 
of  time  the  conditions  predisposing  to  deafness  have  existed,  and  from 
my  experience  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  "  otacoustic  treatment " 
for  its  effect  upon  the  middle  ear  during  treatment,  either  local  or 
systemic,  is  invaluable,  particularly  where  adhesions  of  ossicula  are 
produced  by  catarrh  of  middle  ear,  or  as  sequelse  of  exanthematous 
fevers  in  childhood,  which  later  on  led  in  some  cases  to  partial  an- 
chylosis. It  has  been  particularly  useful  in  developing  hearing  in 
children  who  were  supposed  to  be  devoid  of  any  power  of  audition. 

The  above  cases  were  selected  mainly  because  they  are  strictly 
typical  and  many  of  them  represent  profound  d^rees  of  deafness,  in 
the  most  common  class  of  cases ;  those  wherein  the  conducting  ap- 
paratus of  the  ear  is  at  fault;  and  because  in  the  majority  of  these 
cases  careful  local  and  medicinal  treatment  had  been  given  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  period  with  little  or  no  result ;  benefit  of  a  marked 
and  permanent  nature  only  following  the  addition  of  otacoustic 
treatment  to  that  already  in  use. 
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CONCERNING  REPERTORIES. 

BY  E.  M.  HALE,  M.D.,  CHICAGO,-  ILL. 
(Read  before  the  Indiana  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  May  15, 1890.) 

I  HAVE  selected  this  subject,  because  the  conclusions  which  will  be 
embodied  in  this  paper,  have  been  rooted  in  ray  mind  for  several 
years.  I  doubt  not  that  many  of  your  society  have  thought  as  deeply 
on  this  subject,  and  will  approve  of  the  conclusions  I  have  arrived  at. 
A  repertory,  as  the  homoeopathic  school  understands  it,  is  an  index  of 
the  symptoms  supposed  to  have  been  caused  on  healthy  human  bodies 
by  the  administration  of  drugs  either  by  accident  or  design.  If  caused 
hy  the  latter  method,  the  symptoms  are  called  "  provings."  Now, 
the  primary,  fundamental  question  to  solve,  before  we  can  consider 
the  value  of  our  repertories,  is :  Are  the  so-called  provings,  or  symp- 
toms from  cases  of  poisoning,  trudworthy  f  If  they  are,  then  our 
repertories  are  valuable.  If  only  a  few  or  a  part  of  the  symptoms 
are  genuine,  then  the  repertories  are  of  doubtful  value. 

Let  us  examine  into  the  sources  of  the  symptoms  which  are  re- 
corded in  our  vast  materia  niedica.  Those  which  are  taken  from 
cases  of  poisoning,  are  liable  to  be  untrustworthy  for  several  reasons. 

(1)  Many  of  them  are  due  to  the  chemical  action  of  the  drug  on 
the  secretions  of  the  body,  or  upon  the  surfaces  with  which  they 
come  in  contact;  (2)  Many  are  due  to  caustic  effects,  or  local  destruc- 
tion of  tissues ;  (3)  Many  are  due  to  fright  or  anxiety  of  the  sufferer 
who  fears  the  results  of  the  drug-effects;  (4)  The  symptoms  of  the 
antidotes  and  palliatives  used.  Evidently,  all  symptoms  from  the 
above  causes,  are  valueless  for  all  therapeutic  purposes,  if  the  drug  is 
prescribed  according  to  the  law  of  similars. 

There  is  only  left  us  those  symptoms  which  are  uniformly  experi- 
enced when  the  drug  is  taken.  If,  in  a  dozen  or  more  cases  of  poi- 
soning by  arsenic,  certain  symptoms  are  invariably  present  in  each 
case,  or  nearly  all,  then  these  symptoms  are  of  undoubted  value.  So, 
in  our  provings,  only  the  repeated,  verified  and  notable  symptoms 
are  of  real  value. 

Notwithstanding  this  fact,  innumerable  hosts  of  trivial  and  im- 
aginary symptoms,  not  to  mention  many  natural  sensations  are 
mentioned  in  repertories  as  indications  for  the  use  of  medicines  in 
disease.     It  may  seem  a  startling  statement,  that  a  large  majority 
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of  the  symptoms  in  our  materia  medica  are  imaginary,  or  are  natu- 
ral sensatioos.  To  illustrate,  I  will  give  a  few  illustrations.  I 
will  not  weary  you  by  citations,  because  they  are  too  many,  but  will 
8ta4e  that  thousands  of  the  symptoms  introduced  into  our  patho- 
geneses of  drugs  were  recorded  by  men  who  took  only  one  dose  of 
the  6th,  16th,  or  30th,  sometimes  the  1,000,000th  dilution  of  a 
drug,  and  then  recorded  all  the  symptoms,  even  the  minutest,  for  a 
period  of  thirty,  sixty  and  ninety  days,  without  repeating  the  dose. 
In  the  meantime,  the  so-called  provers  were  subjected  to  all  the  in- 
fluences from  indigestion,  colds,  catarrh  ;  all  the  influences  from  bad 
weather  and  improper  food,  and  a  hundred  other  causes,  which  go  to 
make  up  uncomfortable  sensations.  But  all  these  symptoms  were 
gravely  recorded  as  caused  by  the  one  infinitesimal  dose  of  the  drug ! 
If  you  will  examine,  with  an  unprejudiced  mind,  such  provings  as 
sulphur,  graphites,  lycopodium,  calcarea,  etc.,  you  will  be  astounded 
by  the  hundreds  of  sensations,  such  as  you  all  feel  every  day  of  your 
life,  but  do  not  think  them  of  any  importance.  But  the  greatest, 
most  al)surd  and  lamentable  mistakes  made  by  the  early  provers, 
even  Hahnemann  himself,  was  to  record,  as  pathogenetic  symptoms, 
thousands  of  aches,  pains  and  uncomfortable  sensations,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  removed  from  the  sick,  after  the  remedy  was  given. 
How  did  they  know  that  the  medicine  removed  the  symptom  ?  Be- 
cause they  disappeared,  was  no  proof.  In  a  case  of  continued  fever, 
or  illness,  when  left  to  a  natural  course,  the  symptoms  change  every 
day  or  two.  They  are  fleeting  and  transitory.  If  a  few  persistent 
pains  were  removed,  and  this  was  verified  in  several  cases,  then  we 
might  add  them  to  a  pathogenesis.  Worse  than  this.  Many  phy- 
sicians recorded  as  pathogenetic  symptoms  those  which  arose  or  ap- 
peared in  sickness,  after  a  dose  of  a  drug  was  administered,  ignoring 
the  fact  that  new  symptoms  appear  every  day  during  an  illness  when 
no  medicine  is  given.  The  introduction  of  such  symptoms  into  our 
materia  medica  was  unwarrantable,  and  will  always  be  a  disgrace  to 
us.  It  is  high  time  that  a  complete  purification  and  revision  of  our 
materia  medica  waa  accomplished. 

The  work  in  progress  by  Hughes  of  England  and  Dake  of 
America  is  good,  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  they  have  not  been  bold  enough 
in  expunging  and  lopping  off  the  false  and  spurious  symptoms  which 
abound  in  many  provings.  Until  this  is  done  we  cannot  have  a 
trustworthy  repertory. 

That  I  am  not  alone  in  my  views  of  this  subject  is  shown  by  the 
following  extracts  from  a  lecture  by  one  of  our  most  thoughtful  and 
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logical   men,  Dr.   Conrad  Wesselhoert,  of  Boston.     Alluding  to 
repertories,  he  says : 

"If  repertory- making  has  yielded  a  golden  harvest  to  industrious 
"writers,  they  are  welcome ;  but,  to  their  honor  be  it  said,  that  they 
"wrote  more  for  the  love  of  writing  than  for  material  good.  The 
large  and  growing  symptom  lists,  detailing  the  effects  of  drugs,  ap- 
pealed to  their  imagination  and  gave  it  play.  There  was  a  fascina- 
tion in  arranging  and  rearranging  'symptoms,'  and  none  worked  in 
this  field  more  industriously  than  my  old  friend  Hering,  with  whom 
repertory- ma  king  became  an  infatuation  which  was  caught  by  many 
others.  But  in  all  this  work  it  was  remarkable  that  none  sought  for 
the  real  sources  of  their  material  to  see  how  it  was  obtained,  and 
"whether  it  was  reliable  or  not;  the  hugeness  of  the  mass  did  not 
deter  them ;  the  greater  it  was,  so  much  the  greater  the  fascination 
of  building  repertories.  But  the  medical  student,  where  was  he? 
When  confronted,  thirty  years  ago,  with  Hempel's  translation  of  the 
pure  materia  medica,  or  Jahr's  Manual^  he  was  reluctant  to  take 
hold  of  it;  and  to-day,  in  the  presence  of  Allen's  ten  volumes,  he 
simply  shrinks  away  in  despair.  To  begin  with,  this  accumulation 
came  about  by  the  position  taken  by  the  founder  of  our  system,  that 
everything  which  a  prover  experiences  after  taking  a  dose  of  a  drug, 
be  it  a  pellet  of  the  30th  or  a  drop  of  a  tincture,  must  come  from 
that  dose,  and  from  nothing  else."  (Org,^  §  138.) 

"The  error  was  multiplied  by  the  further  assumption — natural 
enough  at  the  time — that  no  matter  how  much  pro  vers  might  differ, 
this  disparity  was  no  evidence  against  the  correctness  of  their  method. 
They  must  keep  on  recording  symptoms  as  long  as  any  appear,  and 
until  they  begin  to  observe  upon  themselves  mostly  symptoms  like 
those  already  experienced  by  others.''  {Org.,  §  136.) 

I  have  now  been  an  adherent  of  our  school  for  nearly  forty  years, 
and  have  done  some  work  in  it.  I  have  assisted  in  the  making  of 
some  repertories,  and  have  carefully  studied  all  of  them,  partly  t€> 
verify  them  and  partly  for  their  aid  in  the  selection  of  the  indicated 
remedy.  My  opinion  as  to  their  relative  value  may  therefore  be  «>f 
some  use  to  the  younger  members  of  the  profession.  The  first  rep- 
ertory that  came  into  my  hands  was  Hull's  Jahr.  This  was  a  trans- 
lation of  Jahr's  Repertory,  with  a  few  additions  by  Dr.  GeraW  IIoll^ 
of  New  York.  Probably  because  I  used  it  so  much  in  the  first  years 
of  my  practice,  I  still  consider  it  the  best  repertory  in  our  school  as 
far  as  it  goes.  Dr.  Snelling,  about  twenty  years  ago,  edited  a  new 
edition,  with  amendations,  including  the  new  remedies  up  to  that 
date.  But  both  editions  necessarily  contained  many  misleading  and 
unreliable  indications,  because  the  editors  and  compilers  felt  obliged 
to  include  all  symptoms. 
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The  British  Cypher  Repertory  was  a  very  ambitious  afiaify  and  a 
stupendous  undertaking.  Probably  few  of  you  ever  saw  the  two  or 
three  parts  published.  But  you  need  not  regret  it.  It  was  like 
studying  the  Chinese  language,  and  the  benefits  derived  would  not 
have  paid  you  for  the  labor  and  trouble.  The  next  repertory,  written 
on  a  different  plan,  was  Hempel's.  It  made  the  third  volume  of  this 
great  materia  medica,  or  Symptomen  Codex.  In  this,  under  appro- 
priate headings,  each  symptom  was  given  in  full,  generally  with  its 
closely-associated  symptoms.  In  many  respects  this  was  an  admir- 
able repertory,  for  it  did  not  require  you  to  study  the  pathogenesis 
of  each  drug.  It  has  been  and  still  is  a  great  aid  to  me  in  the  study 
of  difficult  cases.  A  curious  repertory,  relating  to  Uterine  and 
Vaginal  Discharges,  was  once  written  by  Dr.  Eggert,  then  of  Indian- 
apolis, now  of  Santa  Fe.  It  must  have  cost  much  lalx>r,  but  I  doubt 
if  many  ever  gained  signal  benefit  therefrom.  Then  came  many 
special  repertories  on  Diseases  of  Women,  Intermittent  Fevers,  on  llie 
Eyes,  on  Whooping- Cough,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentei*y,  and  many 
other  subjects.  Finally,  appeared  T.  F.  Allen's  great  Symptom  Reg- 
ister, which,  vast  and  voluminous  as  it  is,  is  the  most  useless  and 
worthless  of  them  all.  I  do  not  deny  that  it  may  be  of  some  value, 
but  I  must  maintain  that,  after  all,  it  was  a  waste  of  labor  and  of 
time  which  might  have  been  used  to  better  advantage.  Hering's  rep- 
ertories were  wonderful  examples  of  the  painstaking,  analytical  type 
of  the  German  mind,  given  to  extreme  hair-splitting  and  endless 
repetition  like' the  ever- varying  pictures  of  a  kaleidoscope. 

His  repertories  are  only  equalled  by  Farrington  and  his  imitator, 
Kent,  in  their  endless  and  prolix  "comparisons,"  which,  while  they 
glitter  with  symptoms,  dazzle  the  mind  and  befog  the  judgment  and 
understanding. 

Speaking  of  comparisons,  I  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  Gross's 
so-called  Comparative  Materia  Medica,  which  was  in  reality  only  a 
kind  of  repertory.  Such  was  its  innate  worthlessness  that  it  fell 
almost  still-born  from  the  press.  Several  years  after,  one  Dr.  Jussen 
attempted  a  similar  work,  which  was  published,  but,  much  to  the 
grief  of  its  author,  it  met  with  the  same  fate. 

One  of  the  most  elaborate  special  repertories  is  that  on  the 
"  Heart,"  which  forms  a  part  of  the  last  edition  of  my  Diseases  of 
the  Heart,  1890.  It  was  written  by  Dr.  Snader,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  is  a  marvel  of  patient  labor.  But  probably  the  most  stupendous 
repertory  ever  planned  is  the  Concordance  Repertory,  now  being  com" 
piled  by  Dr.  Gentry.  When  finished,  it  will  make  seven  large  octavo 
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volumes  of  over  700  pages  each.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  author 
may  live  to  finish  it,  and  I  ho(>e  that  some  of  our  school  may  reap 
^reat  benefit  from  a  study  of  it,  but  I  have  serious  misgivings  as  to 
its  practical  value. 

Gentlemen,  the  repertory  of  the  future  will  be  a  small  book.  It 
will  refer  only  to  characteristic,  verified  symptoms,  and  can  be  car- 
ried in  the  vest  pocket  But  the  time  is  hot  yet,  nor  will  it  be  written 
while  those  who  listen  to  this  paper  are  living.  It  will  require  a 
century  to  eliminate  the  worthless  and  spurious  symptoms  from  our 
already  vast  materia  medica  and  its  future  additions. 


A  FEW  SUGGESTIVE  CASES. 

BY  E.  H.  PRATT,  M.D.,  CHIOAOO,  ILL. 

TuBaE  are  two  cases  which  especially  attracted  my  attention  to 
the  marvellous  action,  upon  the  capillary  circulation  of  the  blood, 
exercised  by  the  sympathetic  nerve  which  should  be  placed  upon 
record,  and  I  hereby  apologize  to  the  profession  for  not  writing  them 
up  before. 

Some  eight  years  ago  the  city  of  Chicago  was  visited  with  a  de- 
vastating epidemic  of  diphtheria.  Among  the  cases  that  were 
attacked  were  two  young  women,  both  of  them  married,  each  of 
whom  had  given  birth  to  a  child  one  month  previous  to  their  attack 
by  diphtheria ;  both  of  whom  were  apparently  healthy  and  in  good 
general  condition  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  and  yet  one  died  and  the 
other  recovered. 

It  is  the  means  whereby  the  recovery  of  the  one  was  effected  which 
so  startled  me  at  the  time,  and  has  clung  to  my  memory  ever  since. 
Both  cases  were  very  malignant  ones.  In  the  case  who  died  the 
heart's  action  seemed  to  be  badly  interfered  with ;  the  tissues  about 
the  neck  became  so  oedematous  as  to  make  the  neck  protrude  evenly 
with  the  chin ;  the  woman  seemed  so  completely  asphyxiated  as  to 
become  fairly  purple,  and  her  eyes  protruded  from  the  sockets.  She 
stretched  out  her  hands  and  pleaded  pitifully  for  assistance,  which  I 
was  unable  to  give  her.  She  lived  for  two  days.  I  perhaps  visited 
her  a  dozen  times  within  that  time.  I  tried  everything  at  my  com- 
mand for  her  relief  in  the  way  of  local  application — both  internal 
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and  external — hot  and  cold,  everything,  in  fact,  except  tracheotomy ; 
and  I  was  satisfied  that  her  asphyxiated  condition  was  due  not  so 
much  to  oedema  of  the  glottis  as  to  the  weakness  of  the  heart's 
action  ;  so  decided  that  tracheotomy  would  afford  her  no  relief  and 
did  not  attempt  it.  I  can  never  forget,  while  memory  lasts,  the 
terrible  countenance,  first  pleading  and  appealing,  tearful  and,  finally, 
as  she  saw  her  pleadings  for  me  to  relieve  her  of  her  difficulty  of 
breathing  unavailing,  they  became  fairly  malignant;  and  I  have 
never  seen  a  wild  beast  glower  as  that  woman  glowered  at  me  in  the 
desperation  of  her  death-throes.  The  case  prostrated  me  badly;  and 
it  has  lingered  as  the  shadow  of  a  nightmare  in  my  memory  ever 
since. 

The  other  case  was  exactly  similar  to  this  one  in  its  incipiency, 
both  as  to  the  age  of  the  parties,  their  comparative  strength,  the 
length  of  time  after  birth,  the  ability  of  the  family  to  afford  me  any 
assistance  within  their  power,  and  in  the  malignancy  of  the  attack, 
as  well  could  be;  but  there  was  this  difference  in  my  knowledge  of 
the  cases :  This  lady  I  had  treated  some  years  previously  for  a  retro- 
flexed  uterus,  and  realizing  that  a  uterus  was  much  like  a  pendulum 
and  after  gestation  was  prone  to  resume  the  exact  position  which  it 
sustained  previously,  and  knowing  also  that  in  a  sub-involuted  state, 
when  recent,  the  uterus  is  much  like  putty  and  can  be  moulded  to 
one's  will;  in  other  words,  realizing  that  local  treatments  when 
needed  were  more  effective  after  confinement  than  at  any  other  time, 
I  decided  to  do  what  I  could  to  relieve  this  woman  permanently  of 
her  retroflexion  which  I  had  attempted  to  correct  before  her  gesta- 
tation,  but  had  failed;  so  that  just  before  her  attack  of  diphtheria  I 
had  given  her  one  local  treatment  and  had  noticed  that  the  uterus 
was  badly  retroflexed;  and  as  was  my  custom  at  that  time  I  passed 
a  tampon  medicated  with  pinus  canadensis,  in  such  manner  as  to 
most  effectually  relieve  the  displacement.  This  was  on  a  Sunday,  just 
a  month  after  confinement.  The  next  day  she  took  a  long  drive, 
and  also  a  cold,  and  upon  her  arriving  home  suffered  slightly  from 
sore  throat.  Supposing  it  to  be  nothing  but  a  sore  throat,  the 
family  did  not  send  me  word  until  the  diphtheritic  poison  (which 
it  turned  out  to  be)  had  well  infected  her  system  for  twenty-four 
hours;  and  when  I  was  summoned  to  the  house  I  imraeiliately  de- 
tected the  poisonous  odor  in  the  lower  hall  before  I  ascended  to  her 
room;  having  suffered  twice  from  diphtheritic  attacks  myself,  and 
being  very  sensitive  to  this  poison,  I  knew  by  the  peculiar  effect 
which  it  immediately  produced  upon  my  own  throat  that  I  was  sur- 
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roanded  by  the  poisonous  atmosphere.  As  soon  as  I  entered  the 
Bick-room  I  noticed  that  the  air  was  stifling  with  the  dreaded  con- 
tagion. The  other  case  of  which  I  wrote  had  been  dead  but  a  week. 
In  the  creature  before  me  I  saw  a  repetition  of  the  scene,  and  my 
heart  sank  within  me,  as  I  felt  that  I  was  perfectly  powerless  to  re- 
lieve the  woman.  Her  throat  was  swelling  very  rapidly,  so  rapidly 
that  it  was  perceptibly  increased  during  my  visit,  which  was  about 
fifteen  minutes,  perha|)s.  I  led  remedies  for  her  and  returned  again 
in  a  few  hours  to  find  the  patient  very  much  worse,  in  fact  cyanotic, 
and  having  such  a  difficulty  with  her  respirations  that  she  was 
wholly  unable  to  lie -down.  I  don't  know  where  our  suggestions 
come  from;  I  do  not  know  what  kind  angel  sometimes  opens  the 
windows  of  our  souls  and  whispers  us  suggestions  that  savor  of  in- 
spiration ;  I  cannot  tell,  will  not  try  to  explain,  why  I  thought,  with 
that  woman  choking  for  breath,  with  her  throat  covered  with  diph- 
theritic patches  and  exhaling  volumes  of  poisonous  breath  into  the 
air  about  her,  why  I  stopped  to  think  of  her  uterine  condition.  But 
I  at  once  resolved  to  investigate  it.  She  told  me  that  it  was  im- 
possible, as  she  could  not  lie  down.  I  was  so  determined  in  my 
course  of  action  that  I  compelled  her  to  lie  down,  absolutely  held 
her;  as  I  saw  that  she  was  in  a  frantic  condition,  almost  irresponsi- 
ble for  what  she  was  doing,  and  I  felt  that  I  had  to  take  desperate 
measures  for  her  relief,  and  I  was  determined  to  know  the  condition 
of  that  uterus.  I  found  that  it  was  again  badly  displaced,  perhaps 
due  to  her  ride  and  subsequent  climbing  of  stairs — perhaps  because 
the  tampon  which  was  placed  did  not  properly  retain  it  in  position. 
But  while  she  was  lying  with  my  index  finger  just  below  Douglas's 
cul-de-sac,  I  crowded  as  far  upward  as  possible  the  fundus  of  the 
uterus  and  then,  with  my  thumb  of  the  same  hand  placed  in  front  of 
the  cervix  at  its  junction  with  the  body,  crowded  the  whole  organ 
upwards  and  backwards  to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  the  w.oman 
struggling  in  the  meantime  for  breath.  I  no  sooner  succeeded  in 
placing  the  uterus  in  position  than  the  woman  began  to  experience 
so  much  relief  in  her  respiration  that  she  was  perfectly  willing  to  re- 
main in  a  recumbent  position.  Wishing  a  little  time  to  think  what 
it  was  best  to  do — astonished  at  the  quick  action  upon  the  respira- 
tion of  replacing  the  uterus — I  retained  her  in  this  position,  holding 
the  organ  in  place  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  and,  to  my  utter  amase- 
ment,  before  my  very  eyes  the  swelling  of  the  neck  and  the  cyanotic 
condition,  which  before  had  been  increasing  by  the  half-hour,  began 
to  diminish  much  more  rapidly  than  they  had  previously  increased. 
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It  did  not  take  me  long  to  visit  my  oflBce,  secare  a  retroflexion  pes- 
sary and  introduce  it  in  such  manner  as  to  hold  the  uterus  in  its 
proper  position. 

The  remarkable  part  of  the  <»ise  to  me  was  this  marvellously  rapid 
improvement  from  the  time  I  replaced  the  uterus  with  my  fingers. 
I  believe  now,  that  had  I  known  enough  in  the  first  case  to  examine 
the  woman's  uterine  condition,  I  could  have  saved  my  first  ca^se, 
because  the  cases  were  so  similar  in  every  respect;  but  this  taught 
me  a  lesson  upon  the  action  of  the  sympathetic  nerve  force  upon 
capillary  congestion,  and  was  one  of  the  incidents  of  my  life  which 
have  compelled  me  to  think  deeply  and  long  upon  a  line  of  thought 
which  ultimated  in  the  development  of  the  orificial  philosophy. 

At  this  time  I  had  little  dreamed  of  the  orificial  philosophy,  knew 
very  little  of  reflexes,  and  was  fairly  stunned  by  the  magic  efl5sct  of 
replacing  a  uterus  upon  the  case.  I  have  since  had  a  few  similar  ex- 
periences, where  the  replacement  of  the  uterus  has  instantaneously 
relieved  acute  congestions.  The  same  is  frequently  true  of  rectsd 
conditions;  and  in  this  connection  I  should  like  to  relate  one  case 
which  occurred  in  my  experience  about  three  years  ago.  A  neigh- 
boring surgeon  had  injected  some  hasmorrhoidal  tumors  in  a  plethoric 
lady  of  fair  health.  For  two  or  three  days  subsequently  no  serious 
symptoms  supervened.  On  the  third  day,  however,  in  attempting 
an  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  the  tumors  became  prolapsed,  and  she 
was  unable  to  replace  them.  Without  any  premonition  whatever  she 
became  suddenly  strangulated,  being  wholly  unable  to  inspire.  Her 
face  became  purple,  her  eyes  bulging.  The  family,  of  course,  became 
intensely  alarmed.  AVhile  I  was  at  my  dinner  a  summons  came  to 
visit  her,  saying  she  was  dying.  Knowing  nothing  whatever  of  the 
case,  and  having  engagements  ahead,  I  dispatched  my  assistant  to  the 
scene  of  distress.  Immediately  upon  entering  the  room  he  observed 
her  cyanotic  condition,  which  at  this  time  had  become  quite  extreme; 
in  fact,  the  patient  was  by  this  time  covered  with  a  cold,  clammy 
perspiration,  her  eyes  were  fixed  as  in  death,  and  the  case  looked 
moribund.  Knowing  nothing  whatever  of  the  nature  of  the  case, 
my  assistant  had  to  stop  to  inquire  as  to  what  had  been  done  before 
offering  any  relief  As  soon  as  the  facts  were  communicated  to  him 
he  immediately  replaced  the  hemorrhoids,  with  the  effect  of  instantly 
restoring  the  woman  to  life.  In  view  of  this  fact  I  can  but  be  sur- 
prised at  the  hazardous  advice  given  by  some  of  the  so-called  standard 
authorities  on  rectal  troubles,  that  in  order  to  bring  haemorrhoids  into 
view,  the  patieiit  should  strain  them  down  as  forcibly  as  possible,  and, 
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after  they  are  well  prolapsed^  be  placed  under  an  ansBstbetic  for  oper- 
ation. It  seems  inoredible  to  me  that  a  surgeon  of  ordinary  intelli- 
genoe  oould  handle  a  rectum  for  any  length  of  time  without  observing 
the  remarkable  effect  upon  the  respiration  produced  by  strangulation 
of  the  tissues  or  dilatation  of  the  sphincters,  or  any  method  which 
disturbs  the  normal  position  of  the  parts.  It  was  not  long  ago,  at 
one  of  the  largest  clinics  in  Philadelphia^  that  an  eminent  surgeou 
operated  before  his  class  upon  a  clinical  case  for  fistula  in  ano.  The 
anfesthetic  employed  was  ether,  and  the  house  physician  of  the  col- 
lege administered  it.  The  operation  was  successfully  performed,  the 
patient  awoke  safely  from  the  ansBsthetic  and  recovered.  One  year 
from  that  time  the  same  patient  presented  himself  at  the  same  clinic 
for  the  same  surgeon  to  operate  upon  him  for  haemorrhoids.  The 
same  house  physician  administered  the  same  ansesthetic  (sulphuric 
ether),  and  the  patient  seemed  to  take  it  as  kindly  as  at  the  time  of 
the  previous  operation.  The  surgeon  proceeded  to  operate,  and,  after 
bringing  the  parts  into  view,  ligated  a  pile.  He  had  no  sooner  tight- 
ened his  ligature  than  the  man  sustained  an  immediate  suspension  of 
respiration.  Thinking,  of  course,  that  the  asphyxiated  condition  was 
due  to  the  ansesthetic,  restorative  measures  were  immediately  inaugu- 
rated. The  patient  was  placed  with  the  head  downwards,  artificial 
respiration  was  employed,  hypodermic  injections  of  stimulants  were 
used,  electricity  was  resorted  to, — but  all  of  no  avail.  After  half- 
an-hour's  hard  work  the  case  was  pronounced  hopelessly  dead,  and 
removed  from  the  room;  and  yet  so  eminent  a  man  as  this  great  sur- 
geon, who  has  lectured  upon  the  subject  of  surgery  to  thousands  of 
medical  men  (many  of  whom,  in  their  time,  have  since  become  emi- 
nent), did  not  know  enough  to  cut  that  string  which  bound  the  pile 
tumor;  and  I  thought  that  if  this  man,  with  all  his  education  and 
all  his  learned  associations,  has  never  learned  the  remarkable  influ- 
ence of  nerves  whose  terminal  fibres,  distributed  upon  the  last  inch 
of  the  bowel,  upon  the  respiration  of  a  body, — what  a  lamentable 
lack  of  knowledge  there  must  be  upon  this  subject  in  the  general 
profession. 

As  I  mention  this  case  in  no  spirit  of  censure,  and  as  I  entertain 
the  most  profound  respect,  both  as  a  surgeon  and  as  a  gentleman,  for 
the  operator  in  question,  it  can  do  no  harm  to  remove  all  spirit  of 
mystery  from  the  statement  by  saying  that  the  operator  in  question 
was  Prof.  Agnew  ;  and  as  I  read  his  honest,  straightforward  report 
of  the  unfortunate  case,  I  marvelled  at  the  minute  accuracy  of  his 
description  of  the  case  as  it  appeared  in  his  report  to  the  profession. 
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how  '^  he  had  no  sooner  ligated  the  pile  than  the  man  stopped  brrath- 
ing/'  The  case  deserves  mention  because  it  is  recorded  as  a  case  of 
death  from  ether.  It  belongs  on  the  list  of  deaths  from  ligation  of 
haemorrhoids. 

Had  Dr.  Agnew  simply  cut  the  string  which  bound  the  hsemor- 
rhoidal  tumor,  he  would  also  have  freed  the  man,  in  all  human  prob- 
ability, from  the  grip  of  death,  or,  if  the  mere  cutting  of  the  string 
were  not  sufficient,  dilatation  of  the  sphincters  would  have  assisted 
him  marvellously  in  his  handicapped  efforts  to  save  a  life. 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  apropos  to  mention  another  case  which 
has  but  recently  come  under  my  notice : 

A  weak,  wasted,  married  and  childless  lady,  of  forty  years  or 
thereabouts,  suffered  from  pelvic  abscess,  which  finally  broke  into 
the  rectum,  but  refused  to  heal.  An  eminent  surgeon  attempted  a 
laparotomy,  but  found  such  adhesions  that  he  could  do  no  more  than 
simply  evacuate  the  pus  cavity  and  establish  drainage  through  the 
vagina  and  the  abdomen.  No  pus  drain  through  the  vagina  was 
established,  and  the  tube  was  soon  removed.  The  abdominal  wound 
remained  a  permanent  opening,  as  did  also  the  rectal  opening.  A 
secondary  abscess  appeared  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  in  the  left 
groin,  which  was  aspirated  several  times,  but  without  permanent 
benefit.  A  little  later  on  she  developed  septic  symptoms,  irregular 
chills,  profuse  sweats,  rapid  pulse,  nausea.  Menstruation  had  been 
suppressed  for  a  year.  Simply  as  an  experiment,  by  means  of  a 
rectal  bivalve,  the  anal  sphincters  were  moderately  dilated  simply  to 
what  the  patient  could  easily  endure  without  an  ansesthetic.  The 
effect  upon  the  patient  was  almost  miraculous.  All  sepsis  imme- 
diately disappeared,  the  function  of  menstruation  reappeared,  and, 
under  an  improved  appetite,  and  the  general  boom  experienced,  the 
abscess  nearly  dried  up.  For  some  months  it  looked  as  though  the 
patient  would  recover.  In  the  course  of  time,  however,  the  discharge 
increased  once  more,  and  she  has  recently  been  operated  upon  for 
radical  cure  of  the  abscess,  by  the  packing  process,  from  the  abdom- 
inal wounds;  but  the  septic  symptoms  never  returned,  and  the  case 
remains  as  a  marvellous  illustration  of  the  power  of  an  improved 
capillary  circulation,  attained  by  rectal  dilatation,  over  the  predatory 
inroads  of  septic  microbes.  Truly,  life  is  lord  of  death,  and  a  re- 
establishment  of  nutritive  processes  is  the  grandest  and  greatest  of 
antiseptics. 
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THE  CYCLOPiEDIA  OF  DRUG  PATHOGENESY. 

REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  EDITOR,  J.  P.  DAKE,  M.D.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 
(Read  before  the  American  Institute  of  Homceopathy.) 

In^  making  my  annual  report  of  progress,  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  the  Oydopcedia  of  Drug  Pathogenesyy  being  published  under 
the  patronage  and  guidance  of  this  organization,  as  well  as  the 
British  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  is  approaching  completion. 
Three  of  the  four  volumes  are  now  printed.  The  fourth,  and  last, 
is  well  under  way.  Three  parts  of  this  closing  volume  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  provings  of  remedies  yet  to  be  displayed.  The  fourth 
part  will  embrace  the  index  or  repertory  for  the  entire  publica- 
tion. And  the  index  will  also  refer,  and  be  a  guide,  to  symptoms 
in  the  "  Materia  Medica  Pura  "  and  "  Chronic  Diseases  "  of  Hahne- 
mann. 

It  was  expected  that  the  index  would  call  for  a  fifth  volume,  and 
that  it  would  require  many  workers  and  many  months  for  its  comple- 
tion after  the  issue  of  our  fourth  volume,  embracing  the  drug  narra- 
tives. And  I  am  pleased  not  only  to  announce  the  completion  of 
the  whole  work  in  the  four  volumes,  but,  likewise  that  the  learned 
and  indefatigable  chief  editor.  Dr.  Richard  Hughes,  will  be  able  to 
compile  the  index.  As  would  be  expected  by  those  acquainted  with 
the  scholarship  and  thoroughness  of  Dr.  Hughes  and  his  familiarity 
with  the  material  he  has  gathered  and  sifted  and  written  into  sha[)e, 
the  index  will  sooner  be  formed,  and  will  be  the  more  reliable  and 
practical  on  account  of  its  authorship. 

As  this  is  likely  to  be  the  last  of  my  annual  reports  as  an  indi- 
vidual editor,  and  hoping  to  have  Dr.  Hughes  with  us  next  year  to 
present  our  final  report  on  the  whole  work,  I  desire  to  say  some 
things  in  vindication  of  the  policy  and  methods  governing  this  in- 
stitute and  the  British  Society  in  the  production  of  the  Oydopcedia. 
And  I  am  also  moved  to  the  expressions  I  offer  by  a  wish  to  have 
the  work  duly  appreciated  by  the  whole  profession,  as  well  as  by  the 
scholarly  few,  and  to  have  its  volumes  taken  off  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Institute,  who  is  receiving  and  paying  for  four  hun- 
dred copies. 

The  object  of  the  Institute  in  subscribing  for  the  four  hundred 
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copies  has  been  to  encourage  the  publication  and  to  enable  her  mem- 
bers to  obtain  the  work  at  actual  cost,  or  fifty  per  cent,  lower  than 
the  price  usually  put  upon  similar  works  in  the  hands  of  a  private 
publisher. 

As  I  have  mentioned  in  former  reports,  it  had  been  the  ca$>tomy 
from  Hahnemann  down,  to  arrange  drug  provings,  the  symptoms  of 
drug  influence  upon  the  human  organism,  in  schematic  form,  the 
natural  order  being  broken  up  and  the  dissevered  symptoms  arranged 
under  headings  more  or  less  arbitrary.  The  plan  of  the  Oydopcsdia 
has  been  to  go  back  and  gather  up,  as  far  as  possible,  the  narrative 
of  each  drug  proving  and  of  each  c&seof  poisoning,  and  present  them 
as  originally  noted.  This  plan  gives  the  testimony  of  the  most  credi- 
ble witnesses  as  to  the  rise,  progress,  characteristics,  concomitants  and 
results  of  each  drug  disease  as  experienced  by  various  persons.  It 
opens  the  way  for  the  student  to  arrive  at  the  natural  history  of  drug 
affections,  the  real  nature  and  tendencies  of  each,  and  affords  to  the 
practitioner  the  only  possible  way  to  a  rational  comparison  of  a  case 
of  disease  presented  for  treatment  with  the  similar  drug  affection ; 
or,  in  other  words,  by  no  other  known  means  is  it  possible  to  reach 
the  totality  of  symptoms  observed  on  the  materia  medica  side,  that 
shall  be  similar  to  the  picture  presented  for  comparison  in  the  sick- 
room. 

And  this  manner  of  pathogenetic  record,  alone,  affords  opportunity 
for  determining  what  symptoms  are  characteristic  or  peculiar  to  a 
drug — what  may  be  r^arded  as  its  constant  effects  as  distinguished 
from  its  casual. 

T  cannot  imagine,  at  this  late  day  and  among  the  learned  members 
of  this  body,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  advocate  the  grading  of  symp- 
toms as  to  their  comparative  value,  by  the  direct  and  positive  methods, 
which  places  those  at  the  top  that  have  been  experienced  by  the 
greatest  number  of  provers,  and  those  at  the  bottom  that  have  been 
experienced  by  the  smallest  number.  This  is  the  method  adopted  in 
every  department  of  sdence  and  in  every  cause  where  the  true  is  to 
be  distinguished  from  the  false  and  the  real  from  the  imaginary. 

Other  things  being  equal,  the  greater  the  number  of  witnesses  tes- 
tifying to  a  fact  the  greater  must  be  its  reliability. 

In  our  Oyclopcedia,  with  the  testimony  of  twenty  provers  in  regard 
to  the  effects  of  a  given  remedy,  it  is  possible  for  the  student  to  trace 
agreements,  and  so  grade  the  symptoms  upon  a  basis  of  congruence. 
Again,  I  would  remark  that  our  drug  provings,  comprising  the 
symptoms  of  the  materia  niedioa  pura,  bear  a  relation  to  repertories^ 
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manaals  and  epitoraes,  such  as  the  records  of  the  Bible^  to  concord- 
ances, commentaries^  catechisms  and  creeds  in  the  Christian  church. 

Any  spurious  statements  and  teachings  in  the  sacred  text,  em- 
braced, whether  through  ignorance  or  fraud,  appear  and  reappear  in 
each  succeeding  version  and  every  manual  and  concordance  and  con- 
fession of  faith  that  is  issued.  What  would  be  thought  of  the  wis- 
dom of  laborious,  devoted  writers  in  the  church  who  should  spend 
months  and  years  comparing  and  arranging  paragraph»  from  the 
Bible,  under  one  heading  and  another,  without  having  ever  critically 
considered  the  genuineness  of  the  text  from  which  they  were  quoting? 

And  what  must  we  think  of  writers  in  our  school  who  work  year 
after  year,  arranging  symptoms  in  one  way  and  another,  without  any 
proper  inquiry  as  to  the  reliability  of  the  records  from  which  they 
are  drawing? 

Because  some  previous  writer  has  collated  certain  symptoms  and 
sent  them  out  as  drug  effects,  such  writers  accept  and  perpetuate 
them  with  no  proper  assurance  of  their  genuineness. 

This  style  of  authorship  has  gone  so  far,  so  much  time  and  labor 
have  been  bestowed  upon  such  works,  and  so  much  money  has  been 
invested  in  them  by  publishers,  it  is  not  easy  to  have  the  results  of 
critical  examinations  and  of  more  thorough  methods  of  cultivating 
materia  medica  accepted  and  approved.  Too  many  in  the  profession, 
busy  it  may  be,  are  slow  to  realize  the  defectiveness  of  what  they 
have  accepted  and  depended  upon  in  their  practice.  They  have  done 
somewhat  better  than  their  allopathic  neighbors  with  the  helps  in 
hand,  and  are  not  dis))08ed  to  spend  their  time  and  money  looking 
for  something  still  better. 

The  generations  of  younger  men,  better  acquainted  with  the  ex- 
actions of  science  and  logic,  coming  into  the  profession  will  thank 
those  who,  at  Deer  Park,  voted  to  sustain  the  preparation  and  issue 
of  the  OyclopoBdia  of  Drug  Pathogenesy, 

So  far  as  the  healthy,  human  vital  test,  applied  to  remedies,  prac- 
tically begun  by  Hahnemann,  has  gone  in  the  production  of  a  ma- 
teria medica  for  homoeopathic  use,  the  work  now  coming  to  its  close 
will  most  faithfully  set  forth  its  best  results. 

With  its  index  it  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  student  and  prove 
most  useful  to  the  careful  practitioner. 

Nothing  more  reliable  can  be  found  or  produced  till  our  remedies 
are  re-proved  with  greater  care  and  thoroughness,  and  with  the  ap- 
plication of  more  exact  diagnostic  tests  and  more  discriminating 
records. 
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FORTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  SESSION  OF  THE  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE 
OF  HOMCEOPATHY.  HELD  AT  WAUKESHA,  WIS^ 
JUNE  16  TO  20,  1890. 

The  Forty-third  Annual  Session  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homceopathy  was  convened  at  Waukesha,  Wis.,  on  the  evening  of 
June  16,  1890.  The  Secretary  of  the  Institute,  Dr.  Pemberton 
Dudley,  of  Philadelphia,  called  the  meeting  to  order,  after  which  Dr. 
E.  M.  Kellogg,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor  and  announced  that 
owing  to  the  serious  illness  of  Dr.  A.  I.  Sawyer,  the  President,  and  the 
absence  of  the  Vice-President,  Dr.  Higbee,  in  Europe,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  had  decided  to  nominate  Dr.  J.  D.  Buck,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, to  preside  at  this  session.  Dr.  T.  Y.  Kinne,  of  Paterson, 
N.  J.,  at  once  seconded  the  nomination  of  Dr.  Buck,  whereupon  that 
gentleman  was  unanimously  elected.  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake,  the  senior 
ex-President  of  the  Institute  was  requested  to  escort  President  Buck 
to  the  chair. 

On  taking  the  chair.  Dr.  Buck  referred  in  feeling  terms  to  the 
sad  incident  that  led  to  the  necessity  of  selecting  a  president  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Dr.  Sawyer.  He  thanked  the  Institute  in 
appropriate  language  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him.  Dr.  Buck 
was  enthusiastically  received. 

Dr.  Willis  Danforth  then  introduced  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Nickerson, 
who  delivered  the  opening  prayer,  after  which  he  welcomed  the 
Institute  to  Waukesha  on  behalf  of  the  physicians  of  Wisconsin. 
Dr.  Talbot,  of  Boston^  replied. 

President  Buck  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  annual  address. 
This  address,  though  prepared  on  very  short  notice,  gave  evidence 
of  the  most  profound  thought  and  study.  The  subjects  presented 
therein  were  quite  nun^rous,  and  the  questions  so  concisely  stated 
that  an  abstract  would  fail  to  do  it  justice,  or  give  even  an  adequate 
idea  of  it. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  then  moved  the  appointment  of  the  following 
committee  on  President's  address  :  Drs.  J.  H.  McClelland,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  George  A.  Hall,  of  Chicago,  111.,  and  W.  H.  Holcombe, 
of  New  Orleans,  La. 

The  Necrologist,  Dr.  Henry  D.  Paine,  of  New  York,  then  presented 
his  report.  The  following  members  were  reported  as  having  died 
since  the  last  session  of  the  Institute :  Edward  Bayard,  of  New 
York,  Horatio  Robinson,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  S.  R.  Dubs,  of  Doyles- 
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town,  Pa.  (these  three  were  among  the  founders  of  the  Institute), 
D.  R.  Gardiner,  of  Woodbury  N.  J.,  Joseph  L.  Martin,  of  Balti- 
more, Md.,  Martin  Freleigh,  of  New  York  City,  W.  L.  R.  Perrine, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  L.  B.  Hawley,  of  Phoenixville,  Pa.  (all  the 
above  named  were  seniors),  Gustavus  F.  Mathez,  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  John  Malin,  of  Philadelphia,  H.  Noah  Martin,  of  Philadel- 
phia, W.  B.  Trites,  of  Philadelphia,  R.  F.  Baker,  M.  M.  Eaton, 
Randolph  Titsworth,  B.  C.  Shenstone,  Charles  L.  Cleveland,  W.  J. 
Murrell,  Theo.  S.  Keith,  and  Horace  P.  Hemenway. 

Dr.  T.  Y.  Kinne,  of  Paterson,N.  J.,  then  presented  a  report  pro- 
posing that  the  Institute  hereafter  elect  two  vice-presidents,  to  be 
known  as  the  first  and  second  vice-presidents,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  votes  received  by  each.  Also  that  the  Institute  begin  its 
annual  session  on  Monday  afternoon  instead  of  Monday  evening  as 
is  at  present  the  custom.  By  making  this  change  much  routine 
business  could  be  gotten  out  of  the  way,  and  the  evening  devoted  to 
the  presentation  of  the  President's  address  and  the  memorial  service 
to  deceased  members.  He  expressed  his  feelings  against  the  present 
custom  of  holding  the  memorial  service  at  a  time  in  the  session  when 
but  a  dozen  or  more  members  were  present.  Also  that  the  bureau 
chairmen  be  requested  hereafter  to  confine  their  bureau  addresses  to 
the  subjects  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the  Institute.  The  abolition 
of  the  Bureau  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology  was  recom- 
mended, as  at  the  majority  of  the  meetings  that  bureau  did  but  little 
work,  and  most  of  the  pa])ers  presented  by  it  could  as  well  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Institute  through  one  of  the  other  bureaus. 

The  various  items  in  this  report  were  then  referred  to  a  subsequent 
session  of  the  Institute  for  action. 

Dr.  £.  M.  Kellogg  then  pi^esented  his  report  as  Treasurer.  The 
balance  on  hand  at  the  last  report  was  $606.46,  and  the  total  receipts 
from  members  $4603.00,  this  being  the  largest  amount  ever  receiveil 
in  any  one  year.  The  total  expenses  were  $3818.78,  of  which 
$1631.86  was  expended  for  the  printing  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  balance  on  hand  was  $1464.68.  The  Eney- 
clopoedia  account  showed  a  great  deficit,  which  would  necessarily 
greatly  reduce  the  balance  of  cash  now  on  hand.  Dr.  Kellogg^s 
report  was  referred  to  the  Auditing  Committee  consisting  of  Drs. 
Kinne,  Grosvenor,  and  Terry. 

The  reports  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Committee  on 
Publication  were  then  received  and  accepted.  Dr.  T.  Franklin 
Smith,  of  New  York,  reported  as  Chairman  of  the  Bureau  of  Organi- 
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zation,  Registration  and  Statistics.  Referring  to  the  resolution 
passed  one  year  ago,  in  relation  to  the  listing  of  journals  by  the  In- 
stitute, he  said  that  the  resolution  in  question  had  been  submitted 
to  all  the  journals,  one  of  which  declined  to  subscribe  to  the  condi- 
tions of  listing,  and  had,  therefore,  been  dropped.  Others,  while 
subscribing  to  the  resolution,  qualified  their  acceptance  by  stating 
that  they  believed  that  the  horaceopathic  law  was  the  only  law  for 
the  selection  of  drugs  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick.  Favorable  re- 
ports were  received  from  the  various  institutions  and  societies  nnder 
liom(BOi>athic  control,  after  which  the  Institute  adjourned  until  the 
following  morning. 

SECOND  DAY. 

Morning  Session. — The  Board  of  Censors  reported  favorably 
on  the  following  applications  for  membership:  Hiram  E.  Cross,  of 
Baraboo,  Wis. ;  W.  P.  Roberts,  of  Evansville,  Wis.;  C.  L.  Crand- 
all,  Burlington,  Wis. ;  A.  G.  Leland,  Whitewater,  Wis. ;  L.  D. 
Clark,  Stoughton,  Wis.;  Q.  O.  Sutherland,  Janevilltr,  Wk;  W.  S. 
Morrison,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick ;  A.  W^.  Burnside,  Chicago, 
111.;  K  P.  Colby,  Wakefield,  Mass.;  J.  F.  Rothfeld,  Concord, 
N.  H. ;  J.  P.  Cobb,  Chicago,  III.;  Gertrude  Go<Kling,  Providence, 
R.  I.;  Jos.  Rodes,  San  Diego,  Cal.;  O.  G.  Tremaine,  Ida  Grove, 
Iowa ;  B.  A.  Sawtelle,  Enfield,  Mass. ;  A.  J.  Richardson,  New  York, 
E.  M.  Kanouse,  Warsaw,  Wis.;  D.  M.  Brown,  Waupaca,  Wis.; 
B.  A.  Cole,  West  Lima,  Wis.;  R.  C.  Newell,  Austin,  111.;  J.  J. 
Thompson,  Chicago,  111.;  W.  T.  Talbot,  Boston,  Mass.;  P.  W. 
Wright,  New  York;  J.  A.  Gann,  Wooster,Ohio;  F.  G.  Barns,  Ly- 
sander,  N.  Y. ;  Mary  W.  Noxon,  New  York ;  A.  B.  Sanders,  Bos- 
ton ;  R.  S.  Perry,  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  J.  C.  Kirkpatrick,  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.;  E.  D.  Perkins,  Ashland,  Wis.;  C.  H.  Thomas,  Cambridge, 
Mass. ;  C.  S.  Mack,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. ;  George  B.  Best,  Englewood, 
N.  J. ;  E.  Gillard,  Sandusky,  Ohio;  Pearl  Starr,  Bellevue,  Pa  ;  R. 
S.  Marshall,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. :  I.  L.  Green,  Chicago ;  Thomas  Love, 
Slayton,  Minn.;  C.  G.  Fellows,  Chicago;  W.  P.  MacCracken, 
Chicago;  A.  L.  Monroe,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  E.  G.  Capron,  Utica, 
N.  Y. ;  W.  A.  Shappee,  Xenia,  Ohio  ;  W.  W.  Gould,  Rochelle,  111. ; 
T.  L.  Shearer,  Baltimore,  Md.;  E.  H.  Parker,  Eau  Claire,  Wis.; 
Lizzie  A.  Gutherz,  St.  Louis. 

In  the  absence  of  its  author.  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  read  the  address  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  Dr.  E.  O.  Kinne, 
of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
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This  address  commented  upon  the  nece&sity  of  the  elimination  of 
unreh'able  symptoms  from  our  Materia  Medic'a.  All  remedies  should 
be  studied  with  a  view  to  classification.  All  remedies  which  mani- 
fested their  influence  in  the  same  general  direction  should  be  num- 
bered in  one  class,  and  stand  for  one  classification.  All  symptoms 
common  to  all  should  appear  at  the  head.  Then  under  the  individuals 
should  be  noted  the  symptoms  or  characteristics  which  make  each 
one  diiferent  from  the  other  in  its  congeners.  It  is  a  recognized  fact 
that  such  similarities  do  exist,  and  by  grouping  them  at  the  head  of 
the  different  classes,  unnecessary  repetition  is  avoided.  Further,  in 
making  this  classifii^ation,  all  symptoms  should  be  ruled  out  that  do 
not  bear  the  indelible  stamp  of  truth.  There  already  exists  in  the 
Materia  Med ica  an  immense  amount  of  matter,  the  origin  of  which 
is  due  wholly  to  personal  peculiarities,  concomitant  circumstances, 
and,  worst  of  all,  imaginative  vaporings.  Relegate  all  these  to 
innocuous  desuetude  and  there  still  remains  sufficient  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  earnest  student.  With  such  a  classification,  those 
remedies  which  are  bound  by  no  common  ties  become  of  relatively 
■  as  great  importance,  and  will  attract  the  attention  they  deserve  for 
their  single  blessedness,  if  for  no  other  reason.  All  new  remedies 
as  proven  should  be  assigned  to  their  proper  class  in  the  Materia 
Medica,  enriching  it  by  characteristic  new  symptoms  they  bring, 
without  encumbering  it  with  matter  that  has  already  been  fully  de- 
veloped. Those  remedies  whose  spheres  of  action  seem  to  give  them 
place  in  more  than  one  class  should  so  appear,  and  their  compara- 
tive applications  would  thus  be  rendered  more  prominent. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Allen  then  read  the  address  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine,  Dr.  J.  W.  Dowling,  of  New  York,  who 
was  detained  at  home  on  account  of  unusually  important  business. 

•  The  subject  of  the  address  was  "  The  Importance  of  Etiology  and 
Diagnosis  in  the  Treatment  of  Disease."  It  treated  the  subject  by 
the  citation  of  a  few  interesting  cases  that  illustrated  the  importance 
of  this  department  of  medicine.  The  author  stated  that  given  a 
healthy  constitution  at  birth,  unless  disease- producing  factors  arise, 
the  patients  should  remain  healthy  all  their  lives,  and  death  should 
occur  painle&sly.  In  many  cases  of  apparently  obscure  symptoms, 
as  convulsions,  asthma,  etc.,  careful  investigation  will  bring  to  light 
errors  in  diet,  errors  as  regard  methods  of  sleeping  or  ventilation  or 
exercise.     These  being  rectified,  the  trouble   is  readily  cured.     A 

Sentleman,  aged  47  years,  gave  a  history  of  steadily  increasing 
yspnoea,  beginning  some  months  prior  to  his  first  visit.  He  could 
take  but  a  few  steps  without  resting,  and  was  unable  to  sleep  in  the 
recumbent  posture.  He  was  in  good  flesh,  and  aside  from  this 
dyspnoea  was  in  apparently  perfect  health.  His  family  history  was 
good,  and  his  habits  of  life  most  excellent.  He  had  suffered  from  a 
slight  cold,  with  pleuritic  pain.     There  had  been  no  cough.     Physi- 
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cal  examination  revealed  the  presence  of  a  laige  aocumulation  of 
fluid  in  the  right  pleural  cavity.  The  heart  was  dilated,  and  its 
action  was  decidedly  irregular.  There  was  reduplication  of  the  heart 
sound8,  which  were  very  confusing  in  character.  The  urine  was  free 
from  albumin.  The  fluid  was  withdrawn  by  paracentesis,  and  re- 
covery, though  slow,  was  permanent.  The  second  case  reported  by 
Dr.  Dowling  was  exceedingly  interesting.  It  was  that  of  a  girl  who 
presented  to  him  a  very  peculiar  appearance.  Investigation  showed 
that  at  the  age  of  six  years  a  surgeon  had  removed  a  tumor  from  the 
anterior  portion  of  the  neck,  ever  since  which  time  there  had  been  an 
arrest  of  development,  although  ten  years  had  elapsed  since  that  time. 
On  examination  the  girl  was  found  to  be  the  subject  of  myxoedema. 
The  surgeon,  who  by  the  way  was  an  eminent  one,  had  removed  the 
thyroid  gland.  Here  was  a  mistaken  diagnosis  which  had  been 
followed  by  disastrous  results.  The  third  case  reported  was  that  of 
a  young  lady  who  in  childhood  had  had  scarlatina  and  spinal  men- 
ingitis. She  had  been  perfectly  well  until  about  fourteen  months 
prior  to  her  first  visit.  After  a  severe  mental  strain  she  had  hys- 
terical convulsions,  the  attacks  being  preceded  by  hyperaesthesia  of 
the  auditory  nerves,  and  were  followed  by  depression  of  spirits.  She 
feared  loss  of  reason  in  consequence.  She  could  not  sit  in  a  crowded 
room,  and  had  great  dyspnoea  in  a  room  artificially  heated.  She  had 
never  been  subject  to  headaches,  but  had  noticed  great  sensitiveness 
of  the  spinal  column.  The  family  history  gave  strong  lithsemic  mani- 
festations on  both  sides.  Physical  examination  showed  nothing 
wrong  except  morbid  sensitiveness  over  the  mid-dorsal  spinous  pro- 
cesses, giving  rise  to  sudden  convulsions.  She  had  a  strong  prefer- 
ence for  animal  food,  and  was  a  moderate  user  of  wine  at  the  table. 
There  was  a  marked  excess  of  urates  in  the  urine.  The  whole  trouble 
was  ascribed  to  the  liver  as  the  organ  at  fault.     Lycopodium  was 

Prescribed  internally,  and  an  almost  exclusively  farinaceous  diet, 
'he  result  of  the  treatment  was  simply  marvellous.  Lastly,  Dr. 
Dowling  descril)ed  a  case  of  dissecting  aneurism  of  the  abdominal 
aorta,  in  which  physical  examination  during  life  failed  to  reveal  the 
nature  of  the  patient's  sufferings,  which  consisted  mainly  of  attacks 
of  severe  abdominal  pain. 

In  closing  the  address,  reference  was  made  to  the  subject  of  neuras- 
thenia. The  writer  thought  that  this  diagnosis,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  was  but  little  more  than  a  humbug,  and  that  the  remainder 
of  such  cases  could  be  readily  classed  under  the  head  of  lithsemic 
conditions. 

Dr.  S.  P.  He<lges  next  read  his  address  as  Chairman  of  the  Bureau 
of  Gynsecology.  The  subject  chosen  by  him  was  "  The  Importance 
of  Diagnosis  as  an  Adjunct  to  Treatment," 

He  first  treated  of  the  importance  of  diagnosis  as  an  adjunct  to 
treatment  in  gynaecological  cases,  after  which  he  proceeded  to  review 
the  progress  made  in  that  branch  during  the  past  year.     The  theory 
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that  cellulitis  is  a  distinct  disease,  he  said,  is  no  longer  held.  It  is 
universally  conceded  that  half  a  dozen  different  conditions  were  for- 
merly embraced  under  that  name.  The  history  of  tubal  and  ovarian 
affections  is  far  better  understood  than  one  year  ago.  We  now  recog- 
nize the  influence  of  gonorrhoea  in  causinfx  inflammatory  troubles  in 
the  tubes  and  ovaries.  Early  attention  to  this  point  may  keep  these 
cases  out  of  the  hands  of  the  laparotomist. 

Respectinj^  materia  mediea,  Dr.  Hedges  said  that  our  attention 
should  be  directed  to  the  more  careful  prescription  of  the  remedy. 
He  called  e8])ecial  attention  to  the  tissue  remedies. 

At  the  close  of  Dr.  Hedges's  address,  the  Institute  adjourne<l  until 
afternoon. 

Afternoon  Session. — Sectional  Meeting  of  the  Bureau  of  Ma- 
teria Medica.  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  presided  in  the  absence  of  the  Chair- 
man, Dr.  Kinne,  of  Syracuse.  The  first  paper  read  was  by  Dr.  H. 
C.  Allen.     Its  title  was  "  Provings  of  Kali  Phos.'' 

These  provings  showed  that  the  drug  exerted  a  special  action  oifc 
the  ear.  The  symptoms  were  not  altogether  reliable,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  provings  were  made  during  the  "grippe  season."  I» 
the  mental  sphere  there  was  noted  despondency  in  three  provers ;. 
irritability  in  three;  exhaustion  after  mental  effort;  pain  in  the  tem- 
ples, aggravated  by  mental  effi)rt ;  pains  aggravated  by  motion  of 
the  jaw,  and  relieved  by  such  gastric  symptoms  as  l)elching  and  vom- 
iting. There  was  also  headache,  beginning  over  the  left  eye,  aggra- 
vat«i  by  heat  and  extending  to  the  occiput.  Pain  in  the  left  eye  of 
throbbing  character ;  quick,  sharp  pain  in  the  left  mastoid  process 
(in  five  provers) ;  profuse  lachrymation  in  four  persons,  in  two  of 
which  it  was  confined  to  the  right  eye ;  had  to  wipe  the  eyes  to  obtaia 
clear  vision  ;  accumulation  of  thick  mucus  in  the  left  inner  canthus;: 
aggravation  in  the  open  air.  Nasal  symptoms  were  found  in  all 
provers.  The  face  had  a  number  of  itching  pimples  on  it;  there- 
was  also  a  pustular  eruption  on  the  face,  but  this  was  not  very 
marked.  The  teeth  felt  sore  when  pressed  together.  They  also  felt 
as  if  longer  than  normal.  The  throat  felt  dry  as  a  husk  in  the 
upper  portion.  The  tonsils  were  swollen  and  congested,  their  color 
being  dark.  The  soreness  and  swelling  of  the  throat  were  worse  oni 
the  right  side ;  pain ;  uvula  swollen,  with  pain  agjxravated  on  swal- 
lowing ;  pains  running  from  the  throat  into  the  ear ;  gastric  pains  re- 
lieved by  eating;  early  morning  diarrhoea,  stools  coming  suddenly 
and  very  profuse  immediately  after  eating ;  stool  of  undigested  food 
before  and  after  breakfast;  pains  in  the  abdomen,  worse  after  eating; 
flatulence ;  soreness  about  the  umbilicus ;  cramping  pains  in  the  abdo- 
men, relieved  by  bending  double;  dribbling  of  urine;  unable  to 
complete  the  act  of  micturition  ;  frequent  micturition  ;  slow  stream 
expelled  with  force;  urine  pale,  containing  a  slimy  white  sediment; 
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sexual  desire  increased  ;  emissions  during  sleep ;  erotic  dreams.  In 
women,  sharp  bearing-down  pains  with  the  menses;  bloated  feeling; 
restlessness ;  better  lying  down  on  abdomen. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed,  Dr.  Monroe,  of  Louisville,  said 
that  he  had  relieved  a  case  of  typhoid  fever,  with  hysteroid  sobbing, 
with  kali  phos.,  after  ignatia,  coffea  and  hyoscyamus  had  failed. 

Dr.  U.  C.  Allen  said  that  he  thought  offensiveness  of  the  dis- 
charges a  very  strong  indication  for  kali  phos.  Dr.  S.  Smith  re- 
ported several  cases  cured  with  kali  phos.  She  thought  the  remedy 
especially  valuable  in  functional  heart  troubles,  with  anxiety  and 
restlessness. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstook  said  that  he  had  used  kali  phoi^.  in  anaemia, 
melancholia  and  nervous  debility.  This  closed  the  discussion  on  Dr. 
Allen's  paper. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  then  proceeded  to  read  his  paper  on  the  '^  Cae- 


He  deplored  the  apathy  of  our  school  in  the  study  and  investiga- 
tion of  Hul)jt*cts  pertaining  to  materia  medica,  the  distinctive  branch 
of  the  homoeopathic  school.  He  reminded  us  that  the  old-school 
physicians  are  awakening  to  this  subject,  so  it  behooves  us  to  be  on 
the  alert  in  order  to  keep  a  safe  distance  in  the  van.  The  cactaces 
contain  seventy-five  genera  and  more  than  one  thousand  species, 
many  of  which  are,  however,  uselef^s  in  medicine.  The  medicinal 
powers  of  the  order  are  to  be  found  in  the  flowers  and  the  bark. 

Cactus  grandiflorus  irritates  the  intestinal  canal,  causing  dysenteric 
symptoms.  It  has  been  used  empyrically  for  worms.  The  stalks 
and  flowers,  in  order  to  be  medicinal,  must  be  mature.  The  prin- 
ci|)al  symptoms  of  this  drug  are  sensation  as  of  a  band  about  the 
heart,  and  this  may  be  present  in  any  portion  of  the  body,  and  indi- 
cates congestion.  It  is  a  cerebral  and  spinal  irritant.  The  patient 
exhibits  mental  anxiety  and  distress. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Allen,  in  oi)ening  the  discussion,  said  that  the  cacti 
needed  proving.  We  have  not  too  many  symptoms  belonging  to 
them ;  in  fact,  we  should  have  more.  All  the  symptoms  need  not 
be  memorized,  but  recorded  so  that  they  may  be  used  for  reference. 
He  thought  that  it  was  our  own  fault  that  we  were  apathetic. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstook  said  that  he  had  no  faith  in  provings  made 
with  preparations  from  drugs  above  the  third  or  fourth  decimal  dilu- 
tions. He  thought  that  we  should  use  appreciable  doses  in  our  in- 
vestigations. 

Dr.  M.  \V.  Van   Denburgh,  of  Fort  Edward,  N,  Y.,  then  pre- 
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aented  his  paper.  (This  will  appear  in  the  August  issue  of  the 
Hahnemannian  Monthi.y.) 

This  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  A.  W.  Woodward,  of  Chicago, 
and  C.  S.  Mack,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Hey  ward,  of  Liverpool,  England,  presented  a  paper 
entitled  the  "Repertory  of  the  Future,"  which  commended  the  British 
Cypher  Repertory  as  the  model.  The  paper  was  read  by  title,  and 
referred  for  publication. 

Dr.  W.  D.  Gentry,  of  Roger's  Park,  111.,  next  reported  two  cases 
cured  by  laohesis. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Allen,  the  session  adjourned. 

Evening  Session. — The  Censors  reported  favorably  on  the  fol- 
lowing applicants  for  membership:  F.  W.  Morley,  Huron,  O. ;  N. 
H.  Dale,  Oshkosh,  Wis. ;  A.  P.  Hedges,  Chicago,  111. ;  W.  S.  Dunn, 
Chicago,  111. ;  E.  D.  Chapman,  Defiance,  O.;  F.  8.  Whitman,  Bel- 
videre,  III.;  J.  S.  Daniels,  Omro,  Wis.;  Charles  L.  Rumsey,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.;  H.  P.  Murray,  Bronson,  Mich.;  C.  R.  Treat,  Sharon, 
Wis. ;  J.  W.  Dennison,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  H.  J.  Suttle,  Uroguay, 
Wis. 

The  general  session  of  the  Institute  then  adjourned,  and  the  sec- 
tional meeting  of  the  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine  was  held,  Dr.  H. 
C.  Allen  presiding  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Dowling.  The  first  paper 
presented  was  the  one  by  Dr.  H.  P.  Holmes,  of  Sycamore,  111. 

The  case  reported  was  that  of  a  man  who,  for  some  time  past,  had 
been  complaining  of  dyspeptic  symptoms.  There  was  marked  loss 
of  appetite,  lack  of  power  to  retain  or  digest  even  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  food.  The  attacks  of  vomiting  became  more  and  more 
frequent.  There  was  evidence  of  partial  pyloric  obstruction.  One 
very  interesting  symptom  was  the  vomiting  of  blackberry  seeds, 
which  took  place  two  weeks  after  the  fruit  was  ingested.  Physical 
examination  failed  to  reveal  the  existence  of  a  tumor.  Gastric  pain 
was  present,  but  it  was  not  of  the  radiating,  shooting  character  found 
in  cases  of  gastric  cancer.  The  patient  was  in  the  highest  degree 
anaemic.  Though  the  author  strongly  suspected  that  the  case  was 
one  of  cancer  with  pyloric  obstruction,  he  gave  the  diagnosis  of  atonic 
dyspepsia.  Arsenicum  was  prescribed,  and  later  conium.  Improve- 
ment took  place,  but  it  was  temporary.  The  patient  then  passed 
from  Dr.  Holmes's  care.  He  then  consulted  various  authorities, 
who  gave  him  various  diagnoses,  as  neurasthenia,  hepatic  sclerosis 
with  atrophy.  Ascites  developed.  Finally  the  patient  died.  The 
autopsy  revealed  the  presence  of  a  tumor  of  the  lower  two-thirds  of 
the  stomach,  involving  the  pancreas.  The  abdominal  aorta  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  tumor,  but  its  calibre  was  not  encroached  upon. 
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The  greatest  benefit  was  obtained  from  the  use  of  unfermented 
grape-juice  and  sweet  whey,  made  by  placing  small  pieces  of  rennet  in 
sherry  wine  and  then  adding  a  few  drops  of  this  solution  to  new 
warm  milk.  The  result  was  a  very  soft,  sweet  curd,  superimposed 
upon  a  sweet  whey,  both  of  which  were  very  nutritious. 

Dr.  J.  B.  G.  CusTis  reported  a  case  similar  to  that  reported  by 
Dr.  Holmes^  and  called  attention  to  the  character  of  the  pulse  in 
these  cases. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Laning  said  that  he  too  had  had  a  case  like  that  of 
Dr.  Holmes.  All  kinds  of  diagnoses  had  been  made,  from  nothing 
up.  There  were  intense  pains  in  the  stomach  at  times,  and  vomit- 
ing was  persistent.  There  were  severe  cramps  in  the  abdomen  and 
calves  of  the  legs.  Towards  the  last  the  patient  developed  a  strong 
appetite  and  asked  for  a  dish  of  corn  beef  and  cabliage,  which  was 
given  to  him.  He  ate  a  tremendous  meal  of  it,  which  seemed  to 
agree  with  him  perfectly.  This  diet  was  repeated  two  or  three  times, 
when  it  brought  on  great  pain,  and  then  was  abandoned.  Then 
something  else  equally  indigestible  was  given,  and  this  agreed  with 
him  for  a  short  time  likewise.  The  autopsy  showed  the  presence  of 
a  gastric  cancer. 

Dr.  S.  p.  Hedges  recalled  a  case  in  which  all  who  had  examined 
it  agreed  as  to  the  diagnosis.  It  was  remarkable  for  the  fact  that 
the  patient  could  eat  the  moat  indigestible  food  with  as  much  readi- 
ness as  the  most  delicate,  while  at  times  she  could  eat  nothing  without 
distress.  The  diagnosis  given  by  all  who  had  seen  her  was  cancer  of 
the  stomach.  A  post-mortem  examination  showed  the  stomach  to  be 
perfectly  free  with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  of  the  posterior 
wall ;  but  the  pancreas  was  one  solid  cancerous  mass. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Jenny,  of  Kansas  City,  said  that  he  had  had  a  case 
of  cancer  of  the  pancreas  in  which  the  deposit  of  adipose  was  good. 

Dr.  J.  H.  McClellanb  said  that  many  cases  of  cancer  begin 
primarily  in  the  pancreas.  We  rarely  have  real  carcinoma  of  the 
liver  that  does  not  begin  in  the  pancreas.  It  is  interesting,  in  this 
connection,  to  state  what  Billroth  does  with  these  cases.  He  opens 
the  abdomen,  cuts  off  the  bowel  below  the  stomach  and  makes  a  new 
opening.  Ht^  then  closes  the  abdomen.  The  vomiting  ceases  at 
once.     It  is  a  procedure  well  worthy  of  consideration  in  severe  cases. 

Dr.  D.  W.  Maclachlan  asked  if  the  stools  had  been  examined 
in  Dr.  Hedges's  case. 

Dr.  Hedges  replied  that  no  examination  other  than  ocular  was 
made.     Nothing  unusual  was  noted. 
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Dr.  Maclachlan  then  said  that  nearly  all  of  us  have  had  cases 
of  the  kind  under  discussion.  A  strong  point  in  the  diagnosis  of 
cancer  was  the  age  of  the  patients.  He  had  also  seen  cases  in  which 
there  was  stricture  of  the  pylorus,  but  no  cancer.  One  symptom  of 
these  cases  was  that  the  patients  would  eat  well  for  a  long  time,  and 
then  could  take  nothing.  He  accounted  for  such  conditions  on  the 
theory  that  for  a  while  stricture  would  exist,  then  vomiting  would 
take  place,  relaxation  would  ensue  and  relief  would  follow. 

Dr.  William  Owens,  of  Cincinnati,  made  some  remarks  on  the 
pathology  of  cancer  and  recommended  acetic  acid,  internally  and  ex- 
ternally, as  a  valuable  remedy. 

Dr.  Wm.  Wkbster,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  said  he  had  a  number  of 
cases  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  but  they  all  died.  Where  the  disease 
commenced  in  the  pancreas  there  was  not  that  emaciation  that  one 
found  when  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  stomach  alone.  The 
stools  were  nearly  always  black  and  intermixed  with  white  substances 
resembling  chalk. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock  said  that  in  three  cases  of  malignant  disease 
of  the  pancreas  he  had  observed  fatty  stools.  He  asked  if  any  one 
present  had  had  any-experience  with  rubinia.  He  had  used  this 
remedy  in  the  attenuations,  and  had  found  that  it  afforded  relief  in 
cases  of  cancer  of  the  stomach  with  commencing  dilatation. 

Dr.  J.  H.  McClelland  did  not  think  it  remarkable  that  all  of 
Dr.  Webster's  cases  died,  as  those  of  all  others  followed  the  same 
course.  He  had  had  a  number  of  cases  of  so-called  malignant  dis- 
ease of  the  stomach  in  which  recovery  ensued,  but  he  had  set  them 
down  as  instances  of  mistaken  diagnosis. 

Dr.  Webster  said  that  he  had  relied  upon  arsenicum  and  rennet 
wine  in  these  cases. 

Dr.  Maclachlan  said  that  in  his  cases  of  pancreatic  cancer  ema- 
ciation was  extreme.  Fat  in  the  stools  is  regarded  as  an  indication 
of  disease  of  the  pancreas.  The  appearance  of  the  stools  in  these 
cases  will  vary  very  much.  If  there  has  been  haemorrhage  into  the 
stomach  we  will  have  black  stools.  The  presence  of  fat  in  the  stools 
is  significant. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Laning  then  read  a  paper  on  the  **  Value  of  the  Study 
of  Reflexes.''    The  following  is  an  abstract : 

Chronic  diseases  are  developed  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  as  the 
result  of  a  long  lasting  impression  made  upon  certain  nerve-centres 
by  some  sudden  powerful  influence,  or  by  slight  disturbing  causes 
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long-continued.  Cases  classed  as  obscure  are  those  in  which  the 
manifestations  of  disease  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  difficult 
for  the  physician  to  ascertain  the  <*haracter  or  location  of  the  lesion 
upon  which  they  depend.  Chronic  cases  are  more  frequently  obscure 
than  are  acute  ones,  and,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  cases  become  ob- 
scure or  very  largely  so  just  in  proportion  as  unique  or  many  reflex 
symptoms  are  developed. 

The  importance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  various  paths  by  which  re- 
flexes are  conveyed  can  scarcely  be  over-estimated.  Familiarity  with 
the  various  sources  from  which  reflexes  may  spring  precludes  the 
possibility  of  a  belief  in  the  teachings  of  those  who  claim  that  all, 
or  that  the  great  majority  of  reflexes  arise  from  a  single  point,  and 
that  the  sympathetic  nervous  system  finds  its  origin  in  the  solar 
plexus. 

A  careful  analysis  of  reflexes  has  shown  that  there  are  what  might 
l)e  terme<l  primary,  secondary,  t<?rtiary,  and  so  on,  reflex  paths,  lead- 
ing from  each  point  capable  of  giving  rise  to  reflexes.  What  I  mean 
by  this  is,  that  a  lesion  being  set  up  in  a  given  organ  or  nerve-centre 
it  will  send  out  its  reflexes  most  frequently  in  a  certain  direction 
along  certain  nerve  trunks.  This  represents  what  I  have  termed  the 
primary  reflex  path.  Again,  let  the  same  organ  be  afiected,  and  the 
reflex  may  extend  in  altogether  a  different  direction,  though  doing  so 
in  a  less  number  of  instances  than  it  would  in  the  first  case,  the  last 
path  representing  a  secondary  reflex  route.  By  way  of  illustration, 
the  author  referred  to  diseases  of  the  colon.  Here  the  primary  reflex 
path  is  to  the  head,  producing  headache  and  more  or  less  melancholia. 
The  secondary  reflex  path  leads  to  the  stomach,  giving  rise  to  dys- 
pepsia. The  tertiary  reflex  leads  to  the  lower  limbs,  causing  a  feel- 
ing of  dull  aching,  sometimes  with  paralytic  weakness.  Dr.  Laning 
then  proceed  to  describe  several  cases  as  illustrative  of  the  above  re- 
marks. Case  I.  was  that  of  a  woman  between  thirty  and  forty 
years,  who  had  always  had  good  health  until  one  year  before  consult- 
ing him.  For  a  number  of  months  she  had  been  much  troubled  with 
her  stomach.  She  had  pain  of  a  dull,  aching  character,  and  a  most 
constant  nausea.  She  was  unable  to  eat  with  regularity,  and  emacia- 
tion was  marked.  There  was  no  cachexia.  There  was  slight  ten- 
derness over  the  stomach,  but  no  sign  of  induration  or  tumor.  Gas- 
tric lesion  was  excluded.  Further  examination  showed  a  spot  on  the 
ascending  colon  a  few  inches  above  the  ileo-caecal  valve,  sensitive 
to  deep  pressure,  which  caused  increase  in  the  gastric  distress.  The 
nausea  was  also  increased.  After  repeated  inquiry,  it  was  elicited 
that  some  weeks  before,  when  holding  her  little  girl,  the  child  sud- 
denly kicked  her  quite  hard  in  the  ab(lomen,  causing  some  pain  and 
a  sense  of  faintness.  Over  the  point  where  the  traumatism  occurred 
there  developed  quite  a  soreness  and  tenderness,  which  lasted  a  few 
days,  then  gradually  disappeared,  and  had  been  almost  forgotten. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  any  catarrhal  condition  of  the  colon,  in 
short  of  any  lesion,  except  a  circumscribed  induration  as  a  result  of 
traumatism.     Conium  3x  was  prescribed  accordingly.     In  a  few 
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moDths  the  patient  was  relieved  of  every  vestige  of  her  trouble. 
This  case,  Dr.  Lanin^  stated,  illustrates  that  in  alrao-'t  every  ease 
there  are  symptoms  which  have  no  therapeutic  value.  There  are  in 
in  a  given  case  symptoms  which  indicate  the  site  of  the  lesion,  some 
its  nature,  and  still  others  which  indicate  the  curative  remedy.  The 
second  case  reported  by  Dr.  Laning  was  that  of  an  ol)scure  and  ob- 
stinate case  of  facial  neuralgia,  which  had  resisted  all  treatment.  It 
was  accidentally  learned  that  the  patient  suffered  from  ingrowing  toe- 
nail, manipulation  of  which  excited  the  neuralgic  pains.  After  the 
irritation  resulting  from  the  nail  had  been  removed  by  operation  the 
patient  recovered.  The  neuralgic  symptom  in  this  case  had  no  thera- 
peutic value.  Homoeopathy  has  been  blamed  many  times  because 
some  physician  has  tried  to  cure  with  a  remedy  prescribed  for  certain 
reflexes  having  no  therapeutic  import ;  and  again,  because  not  know- 
ing the  significance  of  the  reflexes  present,  has  been  unable  to  detect 
some  important  objective  symptom  to  which  they  pointed. 

Dr.  Tjaning  said,  he  had  cured  many  cases  of  gastric  irritation  by 
directing  attention  to  the  bladder.  Eupatorium  perfoliatum  has 
often  produced  good  results  by  curing  cystic  catarrh.  When  the 
fundus  of  the  bladder  is  so  affected,  the  stomach  is  especially  liable 
to  be  involved.  On  account  of  the  peculiar  arrangement  of  the 
nervous  supply  to  the  bladder,  a  double  set  of  reflexes  may  arise 
from  it,  one  extending  upwards  to  the  intestines,  stomach,  kidneys 
and  head,  the  other  to  the  spine,  rectum  and  lower  extremities. 
Bladder-irritation  may  give  rise  to  diarrhoea  or  constipation,  or  to 
increased  or  diminished  urination.  Headaches  transmitted  from  the 
stomach  and  intestines  are  far  from  rare.  The  inferior  portion  of 
the  bladder  being  supplied  by  the  pudic  nerves  from  the  sacral 
plexus,  at  once  establishes  a  close  relationship  between  the  bladder 
and  rectum.  Rectal  tenesmus,  or  a  semi-paralytic  condition  of  the 
rectum,  sometimes  results  from  lesions  in  the  trigonum  vesicae,  also 
pains  and  paralytic  weakness  in  the  lower  limbs  may  arise  from  the 
same  cause.  The  centres  of  defecation,  urination  and  ejaculation 
are  situated  near  together  in  the  lumbar  region,  hence  vesical  lesions 
may,  through  the  pudic,  stimulate  or  inhibit,  as  the  case  may  be,  one 
or  the  other  of  the  other  centres.  A  case  was  then  mentioned,  in 
which  fulness  of  the  bladder  at  any  time  gave  rise  to  nausea.  Atten- 
tion to  this  reflex  and  the  prescription  of  calcarea  phosphorica  cured 
a  headache  from  which  his  patient  had  been  suffering  for  a  long  time. 
There  may  be  a  powerful  reflex  sent  from  the  lungs  to  the  bladder 
or  other  pelvic  viscera.  This  is  illustrated  by  a  case  of  enuresis  noc- 
tnma  in  a  yoiing  lady,  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  irritation  was 
found  to  be  in  the  pulmonary  plexus,  and  was  cured  in  a  very  short 
space  of  time,  after  having  undergone  a  long  course  of  medication 
by  both  schools  of  medicine.  The  last  case  reported,  was  one  of  sup- 
posed laryngeal  phthisis  cured  by  removal  of  a  sebaceous  cyst  from 
the  auditory  canal.  The  paper  closed  with  the  statement,  that  the 
author  had  frequently  found  a  knowledge  of  the  reflexes  of  the 
greatest  benefit  in  arriving  at  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  in  obscure 
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and  chronic  cases,  and  seldom  in  those  not  absolutely  incurable  bj 
reason  of  organic  changes  has  such  knowledge  failed  to  be  of  great 
assistance  in  selecting  the  curative  remedy. 

The  paper  being  open  for  discussion.  Dr.  H.  P.  Holmes  remarked 
that  ortficial  surgery  was  based  on  a  study  of  reflexes.  At  the  sphinc- 
ter ani  we  had  a  frequent  seat  of  irritation,  removal  of  which  will 
often  cure  very  annoying  symptoms. 

Dr.  a.  L.  Monroe  said  that  we  rarely  had  a  case  of  dysentery, 
without  some  vesical  irritation  at  the  same  time.  We  never  have 
decided  tenesmus  vesicas,  without  rectal  symptoms.  He  also  believed 
that  there  #as  a  strong  relation  between  the  rectum  and  the  in- 
ternal 08  uteri.  He  recently  had  relieved  a  case  of  diarrhoea  chron- 
ica, aggravated  during  the  menstrual  periods  by  dilatation  of  the 
cervical  canal.  A  few  months  ago,  he  relieved  a  case  of  chronic 
tenesmus  of  the  bladder  by  attention  to  the  rectum.  He  believed 
that  if  Pratt's  theories  had  never  done  anything  more  than  open  our 
eyes  to  the  values  of  reflexes,  he  would  have  done  more  for  humanity 
than  any  man  since  the  days  of  McDowell. 

Dr.  Bowen,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  referred  to  the  reflex  pain  in 
the  knee  from  hip-joint  disease. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock  called  attention  to  the  importance  of  prepucial 
abnormalities  as  a  cause  of  disease  in  children.  He  reported  a  case 
of  colic  in  a  child  resulting  from  this  cause.  He  had  known  symp- 
toms of  uterine  disease  to  arise  from  fissure  of  the  rectum. 

Dr.  H.  E.  Spaulding,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  referred  to  an  obsti- 
nate case  of  what  was  supposed  to  be  consumption  complicated  with 
chronic  heart  disease.  There  was  some  sexual  irritation,  arising 
from  phimosis.  Dr.  Spaulding  circumcised  the  young  man,  and  a 
cure  of  the  lung  symptom  followed,  though  the  organic  heart  disease 
persisted. 

Dr.  Arnulphy  congratulated  the  Society  on  Dr.  Laning's  paper. 
He  said  that  wherever  there  was  dilatation  of  the  right  heart,  at- 
tention should  be  directed  to  the  liver,  as  trouble  would  frequently 
be  found  there.. 

Dr.  Monroe  said  he  did  not  regard  the  condition  cited  by  the 
last  speaker  as  reflex,  but  vascular. 

Dr.  W.  a.  Smith,  of  Morgan  Park,  111.,  said  he  did  not  like  this 
way  of  pathological  prescribing.  It  was  far  better  to  follow  the 
methods  of  the  old  masters,  prescribe  on  the  totality  of  symptoms. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Buck  said  that  there  was  a  mean  between  two  extremes. 
The  proper  way  is  to  dwell  on  the  totality  of  the  symptoms  which 
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give  us  the  picture  of  the  disease.     Every  drug  has  its  own  iudi- 
viduality. 

Dr.  Pemberton  Dudley  said  that  when  a  member  of  the  Insti- 
tute says  he  is  opposed  to  pathological  prescribing,  he  was  with  him ; 
^when  a  member  said  he  believes  in  making  pathology  aid  in  his  • 
homceopathic  prescribing,  he  agreed  with  him.  It  is  necessary,  how- 
ever, to  have  a  knowledge  of  pathology  in  order  to  get  the  totality 
of  the  symptoms.  If  a  patient  comes  to  you  with  a  cough  of  the  pe- 
culiarity well  known  to  belong  to  coughs  arising  from  aural  disease, 
unless  you  know  pathology,  you  will  not  know  enough  to  find  out 
the  other  symptoms  which  belong  to  that  cough.  If  a  man  con- 
sults you  with  headache,  you  at  once  make  use  of  your  pathology 
when  you  begin  to  question  hrm  for  gastric  symptoms. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock  said  that  a  family  came  to  him  from  the 
country  with  a  boy  who  had  been  suffering  from  hemiplegia  for  two 
years.  The  boy  had  complete  phimosis,  the  removal  of  which  cured 
him.  He  had  also  cured  a  case  of  herpes  circinatus  by  the  same 
measure;  in  fact  he  could,  would  time  permit,  relate  hundreds  of 
cases  having  a  similar  origin. 

Dr.  W.  a.  Smith  said  that  he  would  not  let  a  case  that  needed 
operation  go  without  one,  but  at  the  same  time  he  would  say  that  he 
had  known  fissures  of  the  anus  to  be  cured  by  thuja. 

Dr.  C.  S.  Mack  said  that  removing  the  cause  of  disease  is  per- 
fectly proper,  but  it  is  not  homoeopathy. 

Dr.  Lanikg  said  that  in  the  discussion,  medical  and  surgical 
cases  had  been  mingled  indiscriminately. 

Dr.  R.  C.  Newell,  of  Austin,  111.,  said  that  before  a  homoeo- 
pathic remedy  can  do  its  work,  all  causes  of  irritation  must  be  re- 
lieved. He  referred  to  cases  of  asthma  and  hay  fever,  which  he  had 
greatly  relieved  by  dilatation  of  the  sphincter  ani. 

Dr.  Stout,  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  was  then  called  on  for  his  paper 
on  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  Jacksonville.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  his  paper  had  been  lost  in  the  mails,  the  doctor  was  requested 
to  make  some  remarks  on  his  experience.  This  he  did  in  a  pleasant 
way,  carefully  detailing  his  experience,  which  was  certainly  enor- 
mous. The  result  of  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  the  dread  dis- 
ease under  the  judicious  care  of  himself  and  colleagues  at  Jackson- 
ville was  a  mortality  of  two  and  one-half  per  cent.,  certainly  a  won- 
derful showing. 

After  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Stout's  remarks,  the  remaining  papers 
of  the  bureau*  were  read  by  title  and  the  section  adjourned. 
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THIRD  DAY. 

Morning  Session. — ^The  following  names  were  presented  for 
membership : 

Priscilla  G.  Myers,  Aurora,  III.;  Bernard  I.  Arnulphy,  Chicago, 
III.;  Franklin  C.  Lefferts.  Belvidere,  N.  J.;  William  B.  Webb, 
Beaver  Dam,  Wis.;  Anton  E.  Neumeister,  Kansas  City  ;  Peter  Die- 
derichs,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Thomas  Gillespie,  Kenosha,  Wis.;  F. 
W.  Gordon,  Sterling,  III.;  C.  M.  Paine,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Sai-ah  Smith, 
Council  Bluflfs,  la.;  A.  G.  Leland,  Whitewater,  Wis.;  Charles  H. 
Catel,  Mayville,  Wis;  S.  D.  Johnson,  Fox  Lake;  W.  H.  Sanders^ 
Chicago;  E.  C.  Read,  Blue  Island,  III.;  Lucy  L.  Washington,  Ash- 
ville,  N.  C;  Augustus  T.  McKay,  West  Superior;  Cortland  Butler 
Rockwell,  Chicago ;  Charles  Elias  Chase,  Utica. 

Next  came  the  Auditing  Committee.  Report  accepted  and  com- 
mittee was  discharged. 

Report  of  Committee  on  International  Congress  of  1891,  I.  T. 
Talbot,  chairman. 

The  committee  proposes  that  the  Congress  shall  assemble  in  the 
middle  of  the  second  week  of  September,  1891,  and  continue  its  ses- 
sions for  six  days.  The  organization  of  the  Congress  and  the  selec- 
tion of  its  oflBcers  are  as  follows:  President,  Dr.  R.  E,  Dudgeon,  of 
London ;  Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  R.  Hughes,  of  England ;  Acting 
Secretary,  Pemberton  Dudley ;  Treasurer,  E.  M.  Kellogg.  The 
committee  recommends:  1st.  That  the  usual  four  days'  annual  ses- 
sion of  the  Institute  be  omitted  in  1891,  but  that  this  Institute 
assemble  at  the  same  place  and  on  the  day  preceding  the  meeting  of 
the  International  Homoeopathic  Congress  for  the  transaction  of  any 
necessary  business  pertaining  to  the  institute.  2d.  That  the  oflBcers 
elected  and  the  bureau  committees  appointed  shall  retain  their  re- 
spective positions  for  two  years.  3d,  That  under  the  direction  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Institute,  the  expenses  of  the  In- 
ternational Homoeopathic  Congress  be  paid  from  the  Institute  funds, 
and  that  the  Transactions  of  the  Congress  be  published  and  fur- 
nished to  the  members  of  the  Institute  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
annual  Transactions  of  the  Institute  are  now  furnished  ;  and  also  to 
such  other  members  or  delegates  of  the  Congress,  or  to  such  other 
persons  or  institutions  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  determine. 

Report  of  the  Directors  of  Provings  laid  over. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education,  Dr.  T.  Y.  Kinne, 
Chairman,  received. 

The  address  of  the  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology  was  read  by  Dr. 
James  A.  Campbell, and  that  of  the  Bureau  of  Nervous  and  Mental 
Diseases  by  Dr.  N.  Emmons  Paine,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  A.  P.  Wil- 
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liamson.  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Medical  Legislation,  which  was  made  a  special  order  of  business  for 
the  following  morning  at  nine  o'clcxjk.  The  Institute  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  annual  election  of  officers  with  the  following  result : 

PreddentyT.  Y.  Kinne,  M.D.,  Patereon,  N.  J.;  Vice-Prmdent^J, 
H.  McClelland,  M.D.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  General  Secretai-y,  Pember- 
ton  Dudley,  M.D.,  Philadelphia ;  Provisional  Secretary,  T.  M.  Strong, 
M.D.,  Macon,  Ga.;  Treamrer,  E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  New  York 
City;  Censors,  R.  B.  Rush,  M.D.,  Salem,  Ohio;  T.  F.  Smith,  M.D., 
New  York  City;  C.  B.  Kinyon,  M.D.,  Kock  Island,  III.;  Miss  M. 
J.  Chapman,  M.D,,  Pittsburgh  ;  Mrs.  C.  T.  Canfield,  M.D.,  Chicago. 

Afternoon  Session. — Sectional  meeting  of  the  Bureau  of  Gynse- 
cology.  At  the  sectional  meeting  of  the  Bureau  of  Gyn8Bcology,Dr. 
S.  P.  Hedges,  of  Chicago,  presided.  The  first  paper  read  was  by 
Dr.  J.  W.  Streeter,  of  Chicago,  its  title  being,  "  A  Plea  for  Early 
Operative  Interference  in  Malignant  Disease  of  the  Uterus." 

The  author  stated  that  95  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  malignant  uter- 
ine disease  began  in  the  cervix.  In  two  varieties — cancroid  ulcer 
and  cauliflower  excrescences — the  tendency  is  to  remain  limited  to 
that  |X)rtion  for  a  considerable  time.  A  third  variety  remains  limited 
to  the  cervix  but  a  short  space  of  time,  it  spreading,  not  only  by 
continuity  of  tissue,  but  by  migration  of  its  cells.  Dr.  Streeter 
stated  that  it  was  his  firm  belief  that  all  varieties  of  cancer  were  purely 
local  in  their  first  stages. 

He  believed  it  a  well  established  fact  that  cancer-cells  could  mi- 
grate through  the  lymph  spaces  and  canals  into  the  blood  and  estab- 
lish other  centres  of  growth.  Another  means  of  contamination  of 
the  system  is  by  means  of  septic  fluids  produced  by  breaking  down 
of  tissue.  Add  to  these  the  shock  caused  by  pain,  the  anaemia  by 
persistent  hsemorrhage,  anorexia,  and  imperfect  digestion,  and  the 
mental  depression  which  is  common  in  this  fearful  disease,  and  we 
cannot  wonder  that  the  face  soon  gives  evidence  of  the  deadly  dis- 
ease. Early  diagnosis  of  cancerous  conditions  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, for  it  is  only  the  early  operation  which  gives  future  im- 
munity. It'  we  wait  for  the  classical  symptoms,  pain,  haemorrhage 
and  offensive  discharge,  we  have  waited  too  long  for  our  patient's 
g(H)d.  Pain  does  not  come  until  the  disease  has  extended  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  cervix  ;  haemorrhage  arises  from  the  corrmled  wall 
of  some  bloodvessel,  and  offensive  discharge  from  the  disintegration 
of  tissue.  There  are  no  symptoms,  objective  or  subjective,  that  are 
pathognomonic  of  uterine  cancer  in  its  early  stages.  The  micro- 
scope affords  the  most  reliable  test ;  next  to  which  comes  the  educated 
touch.  In  doubtful  cases,  it  is  a  good  rule  to  give  the  patient  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  amputate  the  cervix,  for  a  woman  can  get 
along  very  well  without  a  cervix,  while  she  cannot  live  more  than 
two  years  with  uterine  cancer.     Early  diagnosis,  prompt  surgical 
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work,  and  well-advised  constitutional  treatment  will  accomplish 
wonders  in  this  fatal  disease.  The  three  surgical  procedures  advised 
by  the  author  were — high  amputation  of  the  cervix,  hysterectomy, 
and  curettement  with  sloughing  by  zinc  chloride.  High  amputation 
is  the  proper  mea.sure  when  we  are  reasonably  sure  that  the  patho- 
logical process  does  not  reach  as  high  as  the  os  internum.  But  if 
the  cancer-cells  have  reached  as  high  as  the  os  internum,  or  higher, 
then  it  will  l)e  necessary  to  perform  hysterectomy.  Vaginal  hyster- 
ectomy, with  forci- pressure  to  control  hemorrhage,  is  as  safe  as  lapar- 
otomy done  under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  that  is,  it  has  a 
mortality  of  from  five  to  eight  percent.  If  there  is  fixation  of  the 
uterus,  if  the  retroperitoneal  glands  are  enlarged,  or  if  there  are 
other  reasons  for  believing  that  the  disease  has  extended  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  we  are  not  warranted  in  putting 
the  woman  to  the  peril  of  the  operation.  We  should  never  resort 
to  hysterectomy  simply  to  alleviate  symptoms.  Cure  is  the  only 
warrant.  In  incurable  cases,  palliation  may  be  accomplished  by  re- 
sort to  the  curette  and  zinc  chloride. 

Dr.  George  W.  Bowen,  of  Fort  Wayne,  opened  the  discussion 
on  Dr.  Streeter's  paper  by  remarking  that  he  had  most  remarkable 
success  in  the  treatment  of  cancer  by  the  use  of  arsenic.  He  was  in 
the  habit  of  administering  very  large  <loses  of  the  drug,  even  up  to 
the  extent  of  as  much  as  one-fourth  of  a  grain  per  day,  in  divided 
doses.  He  believed  that  this  remedy,  thus  given,  would  cure  nine- 
tenths  of  all  the  cases  of  cancer. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Mitchell  said  that  he  could  hardly  agree  with  Dr. 
Bowen  regarding  the  wholesale  use  of  arsenic,  though  he  recognized 
in  that  drug  a  most  valuable  aid  in  the  treatmenf  of  cancerous  dis- 
ease. After  an  extended  experience,  he  had  found  that  the  use  of 
arsenic  was  limited.  The  only  method  in  which  he  had  employed 
the  drug  differently  from  other  physicians  was  the  application  locally 
of  a  trituration,  generally  the  2x,  sufficiently  strong  to  cause  disin- 
tegration of  tissue.  The  resulting  ulcer  will  heal  very  nicely  under 
the  use  of  acetic  acid,  carbolic  acid,  or  calendula.  He  would  not 
advise  this  treatment  except  in  those  cases  that  had  gone  bey<^nd 
the  use  of  the  knife.  He  was  sure  that  his  method  of  using  arsenic 
would  prolong  life  and  increase  comfort.  He  always  administered 
internally  the  same  remedy  he  used  externally,  in  potency  from  the 
Sx  upwards. 

Dr.  William  Owens  asked  Dr.  Bowen  if  he  had  ever  used 
acetic  acid  as  a  remedy  for  cancer  ? 

Dr.  Bowen  replied  that  he  never  had. 

Dr.  Owen  then  said  that  acetic  acid  is  the  only  drug  that  has 
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been  known  in  its  symptomatology  to  produce  the  typical  cancer- 
cell.  He  had  treated  a  number  of  cases  of  epithelioma  with  acetic 
acid,  and  had  some  recoveries.  So  far  as  he  knew,  no  recoveries 
had  followed  the  use  of  the  knife. 

Dr.  O.  S.  Runnels  deprecated  the  tendency  to  treat  cases  of 
cancer  in  the  early  stages  by  the  use  of  escharotics  and  leave  the 
knife  as  a  last  resort,  when  the  patient  is  almost  beyond  all  help.  He 
"was  satisfied  that  as  our  experience  increased  the  more  readily  would 
we  resort  to  vaginal  hysterectomy  as  a  curative  measure. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Bailey,  of  Chicago,  said  he  was  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  removal  of  cancerous  growths  in  the  early  stages.  In  the  vast 
majority  of  instances  vaginal  hysterectomy  was  forced  upon  us  when 
the  patient  has  gotten  into  such  a  condition  as  to  seriously  interfere 
with  the  results.  Statistics  thus  made  are  decidedly  against  the 
operation,  and  accordingly  it  has  gotten  into  disrepute. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Streeter  said  that  he  agreed  fully  with  the  different 
speakers  regarding  the  importance  of  the  use  of  internal  remedies, 
but  he  thought  that  we  should  by  operation  remove  the  cause  of  the 
difficulties.  He  made  a  passing  reference  to  a  case  of  cancer  in  a 
pr^nant  woman,  in  which  the  woman  died  at  about  the  eighth 
month,  the  child  perishing  also.  It  was  a  question  with  him  whether 
or  not  Csesarian  section  should  be  performed  in  these  cases.  A  point 
of  differential  diagnosis  between  cancer  and  hyperplastic  cervix 
with  fissure,  is  that  in  the  latter  the  mucous  membrane  is  movable 
over  the  cervical  tissue,  while  in  case  of  cancer  it  is  generally  fixed. 
In  answer  to  a  question  by  Dr.  Comstock,  he  said  that  he  had  seen 
a  few  cases  of  uterine  cancer  in  the  unmarried. 

Dr.  O,  S.  Runnels  then  read  his  paper  on  the  "  R61e  of  the  Sharp 
Curette.'^ 

He  claimed  that  the  sharp  curette  had  a  much  wider  sphere  of 
action  than  is  accorded  it  by  the  profession.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, regard  its  use  as  at  all  permissible  in  inflammatory  conditions. 
If  possible  all  the  elements  that  are  liable  to  leap  into  flame  must  be 
first  removed.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  is  not  the 
easily  destroyed  and  slow  healing  membrane  it  is  so  generally  sup- 
posed to  be.  It  is  thick,  resistant,  almost  cartilaginous,  and  can  be 
penetrated,  and  cut  away  only  by  the  exhibition  of  considerable 
force.  Except  at  the  coruua  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  Fallopian 
tubes,  this  membrane  has  a  thickness  one-fourth  the  diameter  of  the 
uterine  wall.  Like  all  other  mucous  membranes  it  has  the  power  of 
reproducing  itself.  It  is  because  of  thickness  and  toughness  that  the 
dull  curette  is  so  often  impracticable.    The  symptom  calling  most  fre- 
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quently  for  curetteraent  is  persistent  hflemorrhage.  Menorrhagia  and 
metrorrhagia  caused  by  fungous,  villous,  or  sarcomatous  degenera- 
tion of  the  endometrium,  can  be  cured  with  the  sharp  curette  better 
than  by  any  other  method.  In  those  cases  of  faulty  nutrition  of  the 
cervix  resulting  in  excessive  granulation,  the  sharp  curette  is  the 
remedy  par  excellence.  The  scraping  should  continue  until  the 
healthy  muscular  tissue  beneath  is  thorougly  reached,  till  all  disease 
elements  have  been  obliterated.  Particularly  is  this  so  in  cases 
where  cervical  cancer  has  progressed  so  far  as  to  prwlude  the  pos- 
sibility of  hysterectomy;  when  frightful  hemorrhages  occur,  and  the 
necrotic  tissue  is  emitting  a  highly  offensive  odor.  These  cases  cannot 
be  successfully  managed  without  the  sharp  curette.  Whenever  uterine 
hsemorrhajye  accompanied  degeneration,  infiltration,  hyperplasia,  or 
chronic  inflammatory  changes  in  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the 
uterine  cavity,  no  treatment  affords  such  good  results  as  careful  am] 
thorough  curetteraent.  The  curette  should  l>e  use<l  in  many  forms 
of  unyielding  uterine  disease  where  the  recuj>erative  forces  seem  to 
be  swamped.  Subinvolution,  chronic  enlargement  and  induration 
from  whatever  cause,  in  fact,  every  form  of  inveterate  non-inflam- 
matory and  otherwise  unimprovable  uterine  weakness. 

The  iuhtrument  with  a  moderately  sharp  edge  is  the  one  preferable 
to  all  others.  It  is  best  to  use  an  anaesthetic.  The  cervical  sphincter 
under  anaesthesia  usually  relaxes  suflBciently  to  allow  the  curette  to 
be  used  without  further  enlargement  by  dilatation.  The  paper 
closed  by  describing  the  methods  of  using  the  curette,  and  relating 
the  histories  of  some  cases  in  the  author's  experience  that  had  been 
cun^d  by  it. 

Dr.  T.  6.  CoMSTOCK  said  that  the  recommendations  in  Dr.  Run- 
nel's paper  were  most  excellent  and  practical.  He  differed  from  him, 
however,  in  his  manner  of  using  the  curette.  He  always  used  the  di- 
lator first.  As  for  antiseptics,  he  had  abandoned  corrosive  sublimate 
and  relied  upon  aristol,  creoline  and  iodoform.  After  the  curette- 
ment  he  always  employed  an  injection  of  a  creoline  solution.  After 
this  he  packs  the  vagina  with  iodoform  gauze,  which  he  leaves  in  for 
twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours.  The  curette  was  especially  appli- 
cable afler  abortions. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Thompson  said  that  it  was  the  custom  of  Dr.  E.  H. 
Pratt  to  dilate  the  uterus  thoroughly  in  these  cases,  wrap  a  pledget 
of  cotton  about  a  probe  and  wipe  out  the  uterine  cavity  most  thor- 
oughly. In  stopping  haemorrhages,  and  in  other  conditions,  he  thought 
that  this  practice  would  be  much  safer  in  the  bands  of  the  younger 
members  than  would  be  the  use  of  the  sharp  curette. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Knoll,  of  Chicago,  said  that  one  danger  of  the  curette 
in  the  hands  of  those  not  accustomed  to  it  was,  that  small  portions  of 
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tiaeue  would  be  loosened  but  not  removed,  and  as  a  result  would  decay 
and  be  liable  to  set  up  toxic  conditions.  He  thought  that  it  was  im- 
portant for  the  uterus  to  be  dilated  thoroughly,  after  which  the  in- 
trauterine irrigation  should  be  used.  Then  the  curette  should  be  used 
as  Dr.  Runnels  has  directed.  After  the  operation  it  was  his  practice 
to  swab  out  the  uterine  cavity  with  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid.  The 
after-treatment  consists  in  the  observance  of  antiseptic  precautions. 

Db.  J.  W.  Streeteb  said  that  he  too  was  in  favor  of  using  the  dila- 
tor preliminary  to  the  application  of  the  curette.  He  used  the  anti- 
septic precautions  advocated  by  Dr.  EnoII.  Like  Dr.  Comstock,  he 
packed  the  vagina  with  iodoform  gauze  after  the  operation.  Curette- 
mentis  a  simple  operation  for  one  who  has  skill.  It  fs  not  a  wise 
thing  for  a  tyro,  however.  The  more  inexperienced  one  is  in  its  em- 
ployment the  more  necessary  is  care  in  the  preliminary  preparations. 
He  thought  that  the  r6le  of  the  sharp  curette  would  ere  long*  be 
limited  by  the  use  of  electricity.  For  the  ordinary  inflammations  of 
the  endometrium  there  was  nothing  better  than  the  application  of  the 
galvanic  current.  In  all  cases  of  inevitable  miscarriage  the  curette 
should  have  an  extended  use.  Now  such  cases  should  all  be  treated 
on  surgical  principles,  preparations  being  made  as  for  a  surgical  ope* 
ration.  The  patient  should  be  put  on  a  table,  anaesthesia  performed, 
the  cervical  canal  dilated,  rupture  the  membranes,  and  remove 
every  portion  of  the  decidual  membranes.  All  this  is  done  with 
aseptic  precautions  and  the  utmost  care.  Then  the  uterine  cavity  is 
washed  out  and  the  patient  is  put  to  bed.  There  is  no  pain  or  other 
reaction  following  the  procedure,  and  the  patient  goes  through  under 
anaesthesia  in  a  half  hour  what  might  otherwise  take  days  or  weeks. 
It  is  not  often  that  we  are  obliged  to  produce  miscarriages,  but  when 
we  are,  we  should  follow  the  plan  just  described,  go  about  it  as  we 
would  a  surgical  operation. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Einyon  was  glad  to  hear  Dr.  Streeter  raise  the  points 
he  did  ;  he  had  always  made  it  a  point  in  cases  of  miscarriage  to  thor- 
oughly curette  the  uterine  cavity.  He  had  often  wondered  whether 
it  was  not  better  to  thoroughly  clean  out  the  uterine  cavity  before 
there  was  infection,  than  later  when  poisoning  symptoms  had  de- 
veloped. 

Dr.  R.  Ludlam  thought  that  some  precautions  should  be  adopted 
in  the  use  of  the  sharp  curette  lest  harm  should  come  from  its  use. 
The  moderately  sharp  instrument  as  recommended  by  the  writer  of  the 
paper,  is  the  best  one  to  use,  the  very  sharp  instrument  being  too  sharp 
for  safety.  The  warning  that  we  should  not  use  the  curette  if  any  in- 
voii.  XXV.— 32 


482  J%e  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [J^7i 

flammatory  conditioo  is  present,  is  certainly  a  good  one.  The  curette 
should  be  employed  as  far  removed  as  possible  from  the  menstrual 
periods.  Rest  in  bed  for  a  few  days  beforehand  should  be  enjoined. 
Dilatation  before  the  operation  is  important.  The  dilator  should  be 
used,  and  not  tents,  for  this  purpose.  Thus  room  for  better  manipu- 
lation and  drainage  is  allowed.  He  did  not  favor  the  use  of  mercu- 
rial injections  as  an  antiseptic ;  he  rather  favored  sanitas  for  this 
purpose.  After  operation  the  use  of  iodoform  gauze  is  eminently 
proper.  He  did  not  regard  subsequent  irrigation  of  the  uterus  ne- 
cessary, so  he  did  not  practice  it.  On  the  second  day  he  ordered  the 
nurse  to  irrigate  the  vagina  thoroughly. 

Dr.  H.  p.*  Holmes  expressed  his  agreement  with  the  surgical  doc- 
trine taught  by  the  preceding  speakers,  but  he  protested  strongly 
against  the  use  of  antiseptics.  He  thought  it  far  better  to  use  calen- 
dula as  advised  by  Boenniughausen  and  others  of  the  pioneers  of 
homoeopathy,  instead  of  all  the  patented  preparations  now  in  use  at 
the  present  day.  He  himself  was  willing  to  stand  by  our  own 
calendula. 

Dr.  W.  a.  Smith  made  some  remarks  strongly  backing  up  the 
position  taken  by  Dr.  Holmes  against  the  use  of  antiseptics. 

Dr.  William  Webster  said  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  using 
permanganate  of  potash  injections;  later,  he  employed  calendula 
dressing. 

Dr.  Comstock  said  that  he  did  not  regard  any  of  the  antiseptics 
mentioned  as  either  patented  or  secret  articles. 

Dr.  J.  H.  McClelland  would  yield  to  no  one  in  loyalty  to 
homoeopathy.  He  would,  however,  say  that  it  was  one  thing  to 
practice  antiseptic  surgery,  and  another  to  prescribe  homoeopathically. 
He  then  referred  to  the  experiments  made  by  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas,  of 
Philadelphia,  which  went  to  show  that  calendula  was  in  no  sense  an 
antiseptic,  that  it  had  not  sufficient  preservative  powers  to  keep  itself. 
The  function  of  calendula  is  to  arouse  to  vitality  unwholesome  con- 
ditions. Germicides  are  for  a  distinct  purpose ;  they  prevent  septic 
formation. 

Dr.  HoiiMEB  said  that  he  had  raised  the  question  because  one 
gentleman  recommended  one  antiseptic,  while  one  recommended  still 
another  and  so  on.  Now  he  questioned,  if  there  was  such  a  diver- 
gence of  opinion,  whether  it  was  wise  to  trust  any  of  them. 

Dr.  Knoll  said  that  Nussbaum,  in  his  work  on  '^  Antiseptics," 
mentions  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  forty-six  drugs  which  could 
be  used  for  this  purpose.    Any  of  these  could  be  employed  in  anti- 
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septic  surgery,  and  yet  there  would  be  perfect  adherence  to  antiseptic 
principles. 

Dr.  Streetkr  thought  that  the  whole  question  of  antiseptics 
depended  upon  pure  cleanliness.  He  who  uses  boiled  water  and 
follows  perfect  cleanliness,  has  the  superlative  and  does  not  need 
the  so-called  germicides.  Dr.  Runnels,  in  closing  the  discussion, 
expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  great  interest  manifested  in  the  subject. 
The  section  then  adjourned  until  evening. 

Evening  Session. — Sectional  Meeting  in  Gynaecology.  The  first 
paper  read  was  that  by  Dr.  Willis  Danforth,  of  Milwaukee.  Its 
title  was  '*  Intra-uterine  Medication  by  Means  of  the  Cloth  Tent." 

The  author  recommended  the  cloth  tent  as  the  best  known  means 
for  applying  medicinal  agents  to  the  cervical  canal.  The  tent  is 
made  of  ordinary  bleach^  muslin  as  follows:  Tear  off  a  strip  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  width,  pin  one  end  of  it  fast,  and  slowly  and 
carefully  roll  it  up  diagonally,  drawing  out  the  point  quite  fine,  in* 
creasing  the  size  of  the  body  to  about  the  diameter  of  a  small  pipe- 
stem,  until  it  measures  two  inches  and  a  quarter,  then  cut  it  off  and 
pass  a  needle  threaded  with  strong  twine  through  it,  fixing  a  string 
about  five  inches  long  by  which  to  remove  it.  The  reason  why  so 
many  fail  to  make  these  tents  satisfactorily  is,  because  they  roll  them 
too  loosely,  so  that  they  lack  firmness;  the  muslin  must  be  pulled 
with  extreme  tension,  and  the  tent  rolled  under  strong  pressure,  in 
order  to  obtain  sufficient  firmness  to  get  a  practical  result.  With  this 
tent  we  can  stamp  out  endo-cervical  catarrh  in  a  comparatively  short 
space  of  time.  Saturated  with  iodine  and  hydrastis,  it  is  especially 
serviceable.  The  tent  exerts  its  curative  effects  through  pressure 
and  the  applied  medicament. 

Dr.  Julia  Holmes  Smith  said  that  she  had  used  the  cloth  tent 
as  recommended  by  Dr.  Danforth,  but  she  had  never  obtained  good 
results  while  she  made  the  applications  in  her  office,  leaving  the 
patient  to  go  home  immediately  afterwards. 

Dr.  Streeter  said  that  he  knew,  from  a  moderate  experience, 
that  considerable  benefit  could  be  obtained  from  the  use  of  the  cloth 
tent  He  believed,  however,  that,  as  we  learn  more  of  electricity, 
we  would  use  other  means  less. 

Dr.  Comstock  said  that  for  many  years  he  had  not  introduced  a 
tent  in  his  office.  He  had  never  in  any  of  his  cases  met  with  the 
success  that  Dr.  Danforth  tells  of;  but  he  had  not  used  the  cloth 
tent  afler  the  author's  manner.  For  the  past  three  years  he  had 
been  using  galvanism. 
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Dr.  H.  p.  H0LME8  said  that  he  had  never  introduced  a  tent  bat 
that  he  felt  sorry  for  it,  when  he  removed  it,  on  finding  the  cer- 
vical macoas  membrane  sore  and  raw.  He  oould  not  understand 
how  Dr.  Danforth  could  insert  thousands  of  these  without  a  single 
bad  result.  True  he  dipped  them  in  iodine,  which  by  its  astringency 
suppressed  the  inflammation.  He  did  not  see  why  the  treatment 
would  not  produce  the  same  results  it  would  if  applied  to  the  nose; 
the  insertion  of  a  plug  dipped  in  iodine  into  the  nasal  cavity  would 
create  great  trouble. 

Dr.  Runnels  ascribed  Dr.  Holmes's  bad  results  in  the  use  of 
tents  to  the  facts  that  he  may  have  used  dilating  tents. 

Dr.  Monroe  said  that  he  had  never  seen  a  case  of  metritis  in  a 
healthy  patient  or  in  one  whose  circulation  was  good.  It  may  be 
that  the  bad  circulation  is  the  result  of  the  uterine  trouble,  but  he 
thought  that  generally  the  reverse  relationship  prevailed.  During 
the  last  year  or  two  it  has  been  his  custom  to  dilate  the  cervix,  and 
apply  his  medicaments  with  metal  sounds. 

Dr.  Wm.  Webbter  said  that  he  had  very  good  results  from  the 
application  of  cocoa  butter,  Hydrastis,  hamamelis,  etc.,  in  these  cases. 

Dr.  Danforth,  in  closing  the  discussion,  said  that  if  the  mem- 
bers would  follow  the  method  as  he  had  described  it,  they  would 
find  the  results  uniformly  favorable. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  G*  R.  Soutbwick,  of  Boston,  describing  cases  of 
uterine  myomata  treated  by  electrolysis,  in  which  suppuration  had 
ensued,  was  next  read.  The  discussion  following  this  paper  tended 
to  the  opinion  that  suppuration  in  such  cases  was  due  to  lack  of  an- 
tiseptic precaution,  or  improper  insulation  of  the  electrodes. 

The  next  paper  read  was  that  by  Dr.  L.  A.  Phillips,  of  Boston, 
M  "The  Surgical  Treatment  of  Uterine  Fibroids.'' 

J>B..  J.  W.  Streeter  thought  that  the  e£fects  of  misplacements  of 
the  womb  were  causing  more  grief  to  gynsecologists  than  anything 
else.  In  the  search  for  remedial  agents  we  are  learning  many  prac- 
tical points  in  anatomy,  so  that  we  are  gradually  getting  at  the  cor- 
rect solution  of  the  problem.  He  expressed  himself  as  against  any 
operation  on  the  ligaments  of  the  uterus  for  correcting  displacements, 
as  such  did  no  permanent  good. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Duncan  said  that  in  a  great  many  of  these  cases  the 
position  of  the  trunk  is  habitually  abnormal.  By  making  the  pa- 
tient stand  and  walk  properly,  much  can  be  done.  We  also  find  in 
many  cases  spinal  hyperemia,  correction  of  which  by  galvanism  does 
an  immense  amount  of  good. 
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A  paper  by  Dr.  B.  F.  Betts,  entitled  "The  Clinical  Aspects  of 
Hydronephrosis,"  was  read  by  title,  after  which  the  section  adjourned. 

SEcrioNAii  Meeting  in  Ophthalmology,  Otology  and 
Laryngology. — The  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology,  Otology  and 
Laryngology  met  in  sectional  meeting  with  Dr.  James  A.  Campbell, 
of  St.  Louis,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  D.  A.  Strickler,  of  St.  Paul,  read  a  paper  describing  a  "  Case 
of  a  Large  Foreign  Body  in  the  Orbit  and  Nasal  Cavities  for  Nearly 
Three  Years,  Giving  Sise  to  but  Little  Inconvenience." 

A  roan,  while  loading  edgings  in  a  saw-mill,  was  struck  by  a 
piece  6  or  8  feet  long.  Severe  pain  in  the  eye  followed  immediately, 
and  the  eye  was  swollen  shut.  After  two  or  three  days  it  was  found 
that  the  sight  of  that  eye  was  lost  The  injury  was  at  the  inner 
side  of  the  orbit,  internal  to  and  a  little  above  the  caruncle,  pasg^ng 
through  the  upper  lid.  Afler  three  months'  treatment  he  was  free 
from  pain,  though  the  eye  was  still  blind  and  the  wound  continued 
to  discharge.  The  condition  remained  the  same  for  nearly  two 
years,  when  the  eye  became  painful  and  the  wound  angry.  Dr. 
i>ock8tadter,  of  St.  Paul,  was  consulted,  who  found  a  hard  body 
presenting  in  the  wound  at  the  upper  lid.  Enlarging  the  wound  he 
removed  a  piece  of  wood  measuring  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length, 
and  one  and  a  half  inches  at  its  large  and  one  at  its  smaller  circum- 
ference. When  brought  to  Dr.  Strickler  one  month  later  the  wound 
was  found  to  communicate  with  both  nasal  cavities,  so  that  in  syring- 
ing water  came  from  both  nostrils  freely,  bringing  with  it  quantities 
of  thick  pus.  At  the  vault  of  the  laryux,  on  the  left  side  above  the 
eminence  of  the  Eustachian  orifice,  were  cicatricial  bands.  The 
wound  has  been  treated  by  syringing  with  listerine,  and  has  im- 
proved steadily.  From  the  direction  of  the  wound  and  the  size  of 
the  piece  of  wood,  it  must  have  broken  through  the  os  planum  of  the 
ethmoid  and  the  septum  nasi,  and  its  inner  end  lodged  in  the  sphen- 
oidal sinus. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Norton  read  a  paper  on  "  Plastic  Iritis,"  in  which  he 
described  carefully  the  pathology,  symptomatology,  »tiology,  etc., 
of  the  affection.  By  way  of  treatment,  dry  heat  and  atropine  wer^ 
recommended.  The  paper  closed  with  a  detailed  list  of  the  suitable 
remedies  with  their  indications. 

The  paper  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Winslow,  of  Pittsburgh,  on  "  Ametropia 
and  Neuroses,"  described  a  case  in  which  a  compouivl  hypermetropic 
astigmatism  gave  rise  to  a  very  peculiar  set  of  phenomena. 

The  patient  was  a  young  lady  of  twelve  years.  Whenever  her 
eyes  were  used  for  near  work  a  little  while,  a  pain  would  commence 
in  the  two  middle  fingere  of  the  right  hand,  and  soon  extend  to  the 
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adjaoent  fingers^  and  fiQally,  in  order,  to  the  hand,  arm,  and  corre-  ' 
sponding  side  of  the  face.  Finally  the  internal  rectus  of  the  right 
eye  would  contract  and  turn  the  eye  in  three  or  four  lines.  Upon 
ceasing  to  use  the  eyes  for  near  vision  the  morbid  symptoms  would 
disappear.  After  proper  glasses  were  prescribed  the  symptoms  all 
disappeared,  and  have  not  been  renewed  for  nearly  a  year. 

"Some  Observations  on  Errors  of  Refraction"  was  read  by  its 
author,  Dr.  G.  C.  McDermott,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

This  paper  opened  with  a  number  of  quotations  from  prominent 
authors  regardmg  the  causes  of  asthenopia,  which  were  mostly 
stated  to  be  hypermetropia  or  nasal  disease.     Dr.  McDermott  then 

Eroceeded  to  describe  three  cases  of  unusual  interest  Case  I.  was 
ypermetropic,  but  glasses  did  not  relieve.  Dr.  C.  A.  Pauly  ex- 
amined her,  and  found  an  irritable  sphincter  ani  with  numerous 
pockets  and  papilla.  Attention  to  these  cured.  Case  II.  was  a 
bookkeeper,  who  was  likewise  found  to  be  a  subject  of  hypermetropia, 
but  proper  glasses  did  not  relieve.  There  were  no  rectal  symptoms, 
but  examination  of  that  portion  of  the  body  showed  extensive  dis- 
ease, as  in  the  preceding  case,  and  removal  of  which  cured.  Case 
III.  was  a  case  of  asthenopia  in  connection  with  irritable  rectum, 
treatment  of  the  latter  condition  curing  the  patient.  As  the  treat- 
ment of  cases  of  neurasthenic  asthenopia  has  so  often  proven  so  un- 
satisfactory, Dr.  McDermott  recommended  that  the  rectum  be  ex- 
amined in  those  that  had  resisted  other  methods  of  treatment 

Dr.  H.  H.  Crippen's  paper  on  "The  Use  of  Homoeopathic  Reme- 
dies in  Glaucoma"  was  the  result  of  a  carefully  conducted  inquiry 
into  the  results  of  the  treatment  of  that  dread  disease  by  homosopathic 
remedies.  His  correspondence  with  a  number  of  specialists  in  our 
school,  did  not  show  very  satisfactory  results  from  the  use  of  internal 
remedies  alone.  The  writer  attributed  the  poor  results  to  two 
causes :  1.  Our  provings  do  not  give  as  clear  a  symptomatology  in 
the  domain  of  the  eye  as  they  should,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  recorded  without  examinations  having  been  made  by  those 
having  special  skill.  2.  We  do  not  individualize  our  cases  closely 
enough.  In  the  antipsorics,  if  carefully  proven  under  the  eye  of  the 
ophthalmologist,  and  used  with  strict  attention  to  the  importance  of 
individualization,  he  thought  we  had  useful  remedies  in  glaucoma. 

Dr.  H.  C.  French's  paper  on  "  Some  Dangers  of  Our  Therapeu- 
tics "  was  somewhat  of  a  companion  to  that  by  Dr.  Crippen.  The 
author's  argument  was  to  the  effect  that  our  confidence  in  our  thera- 
peutics had  a  tendency  to  lead  us  to  delay  operative  procedures  until 
too  late.  He  thought  it  unwise  to  delay  operation  in  glaucoma,  as 
by  so  doing,  valuable  time  might  be  lost 
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Dr.  James  A.  Campbell,  of  St.  Louis,  presented  a  paper  on 
"  Hysterical  Amblyopia,"  a  subject  coDoerning  which  little  has  been 
written.  The  author  reviewed  the  subject  systematically  and  con- 
cisely. In  speaking  of  treatment,  he  said  that  we  must  follow  the 
same  general  rules  as  would  be  appropriate  in  hysteria  proper.  The 
remedies  he  mentioned  were  phosphorus,  ferrum  phos.,  aurum  mur., 
Pulsatilla,  macrotin,  onosmodium,  ignatia  and  sepia.  He  had  also 
found  good  results  from  galvanism.  The  importance  of  psychical 
influences  was  not  overlooked. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Dunn,  of  Chicago,  reported  a  case  of  "  Laryngitis  Sicca." 
The  patient  was  a  servant,  set.  22  years,  who  had  had  aphonia  for 
three  yfears  past.  There  was  great  dryness  of  the  throat  and  larynx, 
and  a  discharge  of  dry  mucus,  expectoration  of  which  relieved  the 
aphonia.  Examination  showed  the  pharynx  to  be  dry,  and  the 
posterior  wall  covered  with  dessicated  secretion.  The  whole  laryn- 
geal cavity  was  filled  with  a  dry  hard  mass  of  secretion.  By  the  use 
of  an  atomizer  the  whole  mass  was  softened  and  thus  expectorated. 
Her  voice  was  quite  restored  after  this  procedure.  The  mucous 
membrane  of  the  larynx  was  slightly  atrophied,  and  there  was  some 
weakness  of  the  laryngeal  muscles.  No  symptom  of  atrophic  rhinitis 
was  present.  Under  treatment  the  case  was  cured  in  three  months. 
Afler  relating  this  case.  Dr.  Dunn  proceeded  to  describe  the  symp- 
tomatology of  this  affection  as  observed  in  his  experience.  He  made 
the  interesting  observation  in  one  case  of  very  marked  atrophy  of  the 
vocal  cords,  in  fact  sufficient  to  cause  almost  complete  loss  of  voice. 
Th&author  had  found  the  most  satisfactory  results  from  treatment  by 
use  of  some  disinfecting  solution,  as  listerine,  3j.-Sj.  of  water,  borax, 
grains  10  to  the  ounce,  Dobell's  solution  used  in  half  the  usual  strength. 
After  all  the  secretion  is  removed,  an  application  of  some  of  the 
glyceroles  should  be  made  directly  to  the  diseased  surface.  The 
glyceroles  he  recommended  particularly  were  the  glycerole  of  tar, 
calendula  or  hydrastis.  These  are  tonic  to  the  mucous  membrane 
and  stimulant  to  the  glandular  tissue.  The  remedy  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  prescribing  in  theoe  cases  was  kali  bichromicum,  because  of 
its  well-known  effect  in  producing  irritation  and  atrophy  of  the 
mucous  membranes  in  this  r^ion. 

Dr.  Charles  Deady  reported  a  case  of  orbital  caries  in  a  young  lady 
of  nineteen. 

Dr.  E.  W.  Beebe,  of  Milwaukee,  read  a  paper  on  the  ^'Treatment 
of  Incipient  Cataract.^'  The  speaker  thought  we  could  offer  a  rea- 
sonable assurance  of  preventing  the  progress  of  the  disorder,  provid- 
ing the  case  was  taken  in  hand,  early,  when  there  were  but  few  opaque 
stris,  and  the  cases  are  carefully  individualized.  Delay  endangered 
SQCcess.     There  could  be  no  specific  remedy  for  the  many  varieties 
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of  lenticalar  opacity.  Dr.  Beebe  though  that  diabetes  and  lithsmia 
were  frequent  causes  of  cataract. 

A  case  of  membranous  rhinitis  was  reported  by  Dr.  Irving  Town- 
send,  of  New  York.    This  closed  the  report  of  the  bureau. 

Sectional  Meetiko  in  Sanitart  Science. — The  sectional 
meeting  of  the  Bureau  of  Sanitary  Science  was  presided  over  by  Dr. 
T.  Y.  Kinne,  of  Patemon,  N.  J.  The  following  papers  were  read 
and  discussed :  ''  Pure  Air  and  Sunlight  as  Prophylactics  and  Reme- 
dies in  Consumption/'  by  Dr.  H.  E.  Beebe,  of  Sidney,  O. ;  "The 
Proper  Arrangement  of  School  Hours/'  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Stout,  of  Jack- 
sonville, FIa«;  ^'The  Climate  of  Southwestern  Texas  and  Its  Suita- 
bility to  Chronic  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Tract/'  by  Dr.  C.  K 
Fisher,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas ;  "  Special  Claims  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia in  the  Climatic  Treatment  of  Consumption,"  by  Dr.  A.  R. 
Wright,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  and  "Milk  and  Tuberculosis,"  by  the 
chairman.  Dr.  Kinne. 

Sectional  Meeting  in  Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases.— In 
the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  bureau,  Dr.  A.  P.  Williamson, 
Dr.  N.  Emmons  Paine  presided.  Three  papers  having  a  bearing  on 
the  subject  of  melancholia  were  read.  Dr.  J.  T.  Greenleaf,  of  Owego, 
discoursed  on  the  physical  and  mental  symptoms  of  melancholia, 
while  Dr.  Lilienthal's  paper  treated  of  the  various  forms  of  delirium 
attendant  u|>on  this  mental  disease.  Dr.  N.  Emmons  Paine*s  paper 
on  the  '^  Prognosis  of  Melancholia"  was  based  on  368  cases  of  that 
trouble  treated  at  the  Westboro'  Insane  Asylum. 

Of  these,  112  recovered,  3  of  whom  have  suffered  relapses ;  85  were 
discharged  much  improved,  many  of  whom  have  since  recovered ;  10 
were  unimproved;  23  died;  and  84  still  remain.  The  probability 
of  recovery  in  melancholia  is,  according  to  these  6gures,  30.4  per 
cent.  The  prognosis  in  persons  under  forty  years  of  age  is  decidedly 
better  than  in  those  older.  It  is  unfavorable  in  cases  presenting  an 
hereditary  taint.  Cases  resulting  from  overwork  are  more  favorable 
than  are  others,  as  is  also  to  be  noted  in  cases  arising  from  intem- 
perance.    Cases  arising  frop  bad  habits  are  unfavorable. 

Acute  cases  are  favorable.  The  prognosis  is  unfavorable  in  chronic 
cases.  The  point  on  which  lurns  the  estimate  of  the  probabilities 
of  each  patient  is  the  condition  of  the  mind.  If  the  person  retains  a 
good  memory,  good  judgment  of  other  matters  than  his  own  physical 
condition  and  is  tidy  and  careful  in  his  personal  appearance,  his  delu- 
sion may  yet  relax  its  grip  and  he  may  eventually  return  to  active 
life  once  more.  Cases  of  paranoia  are  incurable.  Eatatonia  likewise 
offers  an  unfavorable  prognosis.  Cases  treated  at  home  do  not  result 
as  favorably  as  those  under  hospital  control ;  homoeopathic  medication 


189().]  American  ImtihUe  of  Homceopathy.  489 

gives  decidedly  better  results  by  from  6  to  20  per  oent  than  does 
that  of  the  allopathic  school. 

Lip  Chorea  was  the  title  of  a  paper  presented  by  Dr.  Edward 
Blake^  of  London.  The  final  paper  presented  by  this  bureau  was 
one  entitled  "A  Clinical  Study  of  Nervous  Syphilis/'  by  Dr.  Clar- 
ence Bartletty  of  Philadelphia. 

FOURTH  DAY. 

MoBNiNO  Session. — ^The  Institute  met  in  general  session  to  con- 
sider the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation,  which  had 
been  made  the  special  order  of  business.  The  Committee  presented 
both  majority  and  minority  reports.  The  majority  report  was  de- 
cidedly adverse  to  the  formation  of  State  boards  of  medical  examiners 
and  maintained  that  the  formation  of  such  boards  was  decidedly 
restrictive  and  un-American  like.  It  also  favored  the  registration 
of  diplomas.  The  minority  report  was  presented  by  Dr.  H.  M. 
Paine,  of  Albany,  and  was  in  favor  of  separate  State  boards  of  exam- 
iners, one  for  each  school  of  medicine,  in  those  States  where  it  was 
deemed  advisable  by  the  legislators  to  have  examining  boards  legal- 
ized. Dr.  Paine  was  especially  opposed  to  mixed  examining  boards, 
with  minority  homoeopathic  representation.  The  Institute,  after 
voting  on  the  legislative  report,  affirmed  its  adherence  to  the  stand 
taken  by  it  in  this  matter  one  year  ago. 

Dr.  Terry,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  offered  a  resolution  providing  that 
hereafter  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  should  consist  of  one 
member  from  the  legislative  committees  of  the  various  State  societies. 
This  resolution  was  carried,  but  was  rescinded  on  the  following  day, 
as  it  would  necessitate  the  appointing  of  members  who  did  not  belong 
to  the  Institute. 

The  Board  of  Censors  then  reported  the  following  applications  for 
membership:  W.  B.  Morgan,  St.  Louis;  J.  P.  Beach,  Yeenah, 
Wis. ;  Howard  Roy  Chislett,  Chicago ;  W.  S.  Harvey,  Chicago ;  E. 
G.  Rees,  Wellington,  O.;  W.  A.  Polglase,  Detroit,  Mich.;  O.  W. 
Swazy,  Lakeport,  Cal. ;  Susan  A.  Roberts,  Lemon,  111. ;  Alice  A. 
Emory,  Hyde  Park,  111. ;  B.  S.  Storke,  Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  A.  L. 
Talmage,  New  Haven,  Conn.;  R.  K.  Payne,  Manitowoc,  Wis.; 
George  F.  Oourtlandt,  Lasalle,  111.;  R.  O.  Phillips,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. ; 
N.  H.  Haight,  Chicago,  111. ;  Laura  C.  Brickley,  Cincinnati,  O. 

The  time  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Institute  was  brought 
up  for  consideration.     It  was  decided  to  hold  it  in  June.    The  Com- 
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mittee  on  President's  Address  then  reported,  commending  in  the 
highest  terms  of  praise  the  scholarly  production.  They  also  reported 
that,  through  Dr.  Hall,  they  had  sent  a  telegram  of  condolence  to  the 
wife  of  President  Sawyer. 

Dr.  Kinne  offered  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Insti- 
tute providing  that  hereafter  the  association  should  elect  two  vice- 
presidents  instead  of  one. 

Dr.  Kinne  also  offered  an  amendment  to  the  By-laws  providing  that 
each  bureau  should  consist  of  fifteen  members  instead  of  ten.  This 
was  carried. 

Dr.  Cowperthwaite  reported  for  the  committee  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  discrimination  of  life  insurance  companies  against  homoeo- 
pathic physicians.  Considerable  amusement  was  created  when  Dr. 
Cowperthwaite  read  that  portion  of  his  report  in  which  he  quoted 
the  chief  medical  examiner  of  a  large  corporation,  who  said  that  thqr 
did  discriminate  against  homoeopathic  physicians  because  they  were 
not  taught  physical  diagnosis,  and  made  no  pretension  to  practice  the 
same. 

A  motion  to  abolish  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education  (owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  Intercollegiate  Committee  now  looked  after  edu- 
cational matters),  and  the  Bureau  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  etc.,  was 
lost  by  a  large  majority.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  it  was 
voted  that  the  addresses  of  the  chairmen  of  the  Bureaus  of  Psedologyi 
Sanitary  Science,  Obstetrics,  and  Surgery  be  read  in  sectional  meet- 
ings.    The  Institute  then  adjourned. 

Sectional  Meeting  in  Paedology. — The  Bureau  of  Psedology 
held  its  sectional  meeting  immediately  afler  the  adjournment  of  the 
general  session  above  reported,  the  chairman.  Dr.  Clarence  Bartlett, 
of  Philadelphia,  presiding.  The  first  paper  presented  was  one  by 
Dr.  Millie  J.  Chapman,  of  Pittsburgh,  entitled  ''Examples  of 
Homoeopathic  Cures  in  Diseases  of  Children.''  (This  paper  will  ap- 
pear in  our  next  issue.) 

Dr.  W.  A.  Smith  opened  the  discussion  by  commending  Dr. 
Chapman's  paper. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Thompson,  owing  to  a  remark  by  the  previous  speaker, 
discussed  the  subject  of  orificial  surgery.  He  did  not  believe  in  re- 
sorting to  operative  procedures  as  long  as  the  remedies  acted,  but  he 
did  think  it  criminally  wrong  for  us  not  to  resort  to  surgical  proce- 
dures when  anatomical  troubles  were  present.  He  trusted  that  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  this  subject  of  orificial  surgery  would  present 
itself.    He  himself  had  the  greatest  respect  for  dietetic  and  medicinal 
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measares,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  andentood  as  underrating  them  in 
the  least. 

DsL  J.  E.  Sawteb,  of  St.  Paul,  reported  a  case  of  chorea  in  a 
girl.  The  movements  were  particularly  severe  on  one  side.  Various 
remedies  failed.  But  pulsatilla  200,  given  because  of  the  patient's 
temperament,  effected  a  very  rapid  improvement. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Duncan  thought  that  the  oedematous  scrotum,  sandy 
deposit  in  the  urine,  and  the  other  symptoms  in  Dr.  Chapman's 
second  case  called  for  apis.  (Dr.  Chapman  said  apis  was  the  first 
remedy  prescribed.)  He  was  glad  to  note  that  the  doctor  pays  atten- 
tion to  the  ante-natal  condition  of  the  child's  parents.  If  we  did 
that  more  we  would  have  better  development  in  children.  The  sub- 
ject of  diabetes  in  children  was  of  special  interest  to  him.  Such 
conditions  in  the  young  were  brought  about  in  two  ways — one  by 
Dervous  shock,  and  the  other  by  errors  in  feeding. 

Dr.  H.  p.  Holmes  cautioned  against  the  taking  of  single  reme- 
dies or  classes  of  remedies  highly  recommended  in  special  pathologi- 
cal conditions,  and  placing  too  much  reliance  upon  them  in  that 
particular  connection. 

Dr.  Chapman,  in  closing  the  discussion,  said  that  apis  was  the 
first  remedy  given  in  the  second  case.  It  was  continued  until  im- 
provement ceased. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Hobart,  of  Chicago,  presented  a  paper  reporting  a 
case  of  polydactylism  pedis,  the  supernumerary  digits  being  found  in 
a  large  number  of  patients  in  the  same  family.  This  paper  was  dis- 
cussed by  Dr.  Sawyer,  who  reported  a  similar  case  to  Dr.  Hobart, 
the  hereditary  tendency  not  being  so  marked,  however.  Dr.  Bart- 
lett  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  amputation  of  the  extra  digits 
was  attended  by  quite  troublesome  bleeding. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Van  Baun,  of  Philadelphia,  presented  his  paper  enti- 
tled '^  Treatment  of  Endocardial  Complications  in  the  Diseases  of 
Children.''    (This  paper  will  appear  in  the  August  Hahneman- 

MAN.) 

Dr.  J.  J.  Thompson  opened  the  discussion  by  expressing  himself 
as  highly  pleased  with  the  medicinal  measures  recommended  by  the 
author.  He  thought,  however,  that  there  was  a  tendency  on  the  part 
of  physicians  to  abandon  the  use  of  aconite  before  resorting  to  it  in 
the  higher  potencies.  He  could  recall  cases  where  the  Ix  had  failed 
while  the  30x  had  promptly  cured.  He  deprecated  strongly  the 
tendency  on  the  part  of  some  physicians  to  discourage  the  child's 
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parents  about  its  future.  He  then  related  some  cases  bearing  on 
this  point. 

Dr.  S.  p.  Hedges  oommended  Dr.  Van  Baun's  directions  regard- 
ing the  importance  of  heart-rest.  This  was  a  most  difficult  thing  to 
control.  He  also  advised  the  use  of  extra  clothing  over  the  chest. 
He  had  been  led  to  this  by  observation  of  the  good  results  obtained 
from  such  a  measure  in  abdominal  troubles.  Lycopodium  is  a 
remedy  that  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  class  of  troubles  con- 
sidered by  Dr.  Van  Baun.  We  would  naturally  be  led  to  its  use 
from  the  specific  indications  of  the  stomach,  but  it  was  of  manifest 
advantage  also  in  cases  of  real  valvular  troubles. 

Dr.  a.  L.  Monroe  told  of  a  case  illustrating  the  point  brought 
out  by  Dr.  Thompson.  A  young  lady  of  twenty-five  had  had  rheu- 
matism when  she  was  six  years  of  age,  and  this  left  her  with  pro- 
nounced valvular  disease,  some  aortic  stenosis,  and  decided  hyper- 
trophy. That  young  lady  has  been  told  that  she  would  not  live  out 
each  year,  yet  she  goes  about  as  if  nothing  was  the  matter,  and  enjoys 
life  just  the  same.  She  married,  and  has  one  child.  Dr.  Monroe 
said  that  he  believed  that  these  hypertrophied  hearts  gave  a  better 
circulation,  as  long  as  they  lasted,  than  does  a  healthy  organ.  He 
did  not  believe  the  case  he  described  would  live  as  long  as  other 
people.  She  was  very  imprudent  Eventually  dilatation  must  take 
place.  He  did  not  believe  in  using  remedies  in  these  cases.  There 
are  no  symptoms  to  relieve.  There  is  a  material  deficiency  that 
cannot  be  supplied.  One  might  as  well  give  medicine  to  restore  an 
arm  that  had  been  amputated. 

Dr.  W.  D.  Gentry  said  that  the  hypertrophied  heart  gave  a 
better  circulation  while  compensation  lasted,  because  of  its  greater 
strength. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Lanino  wished  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  Dr. 
Monroe's  statement  relative  to  the  giving  of  remedies  in  organic 
heart  disease  without  symptoms.  In  some  cases  the  heart  trouble 
may  be  the  efifect  and  not  the  cause  of  the  symptoms  present.  He 
then  related  a  case  in  which  the  then  existing  cardiac  weakness  was 
the  direct  result  of  the  oedema  present,  relief  of  the  latter  condition 
at  once  putting  the  heart  into  good  condition.  Almost  all  of  these 
cases  go  on  to  dilatation  sooner  or  later. 

Dr.  Henry  M.  Horart  thought  that  we  are  too  apt  to  look 
upon  rest  in  these  cases  as  a  very  light  matter.  As  regards  remedies, 
he  thought  iodine  in  the  higher  potencies  would  lessen  the  thick- 
ening of  the  valves.    Phosphorus  was  a  good  remedy,  when  there 
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waa  a  marked  tendenoy  to  relapaes  from  slight  changes  in  temper- 
ature. 

Db.  T.  C.  Duncan  said  that  these  insidious  cases  of  rheumatism, 
in  which  the  patient  complained  of  aching  plainSy — the  so-called 
growing  pains, — often  gave  rise  to  very  serious  conditions.  Some 
years  ago  he  happened  to  examine  the  chest  of  a  promising  young 
child  in  one  of  his  families.  He  was  shocked  to  find  that  a  patient 
under  his  care  could  have  developed  such  a  cardiac  condition  as  he 
then  found. 

He  had  classified  patients  into  the  acid  and  alkaline.  In  the  acid 
we  have  litbsBmic  conditions,  rheumatic  diatheses,  etc. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Sawyer  called  attention  to  salicin  in  large  doses  as  a 
remedy  for  acute  inflammatory  rheumatism,  saying  that  it  would  give 
relief  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Dr.  Ashley  said  that  he  had  found  that  salicin  would  relieve 
inflammatory  rheumatism,  but  if  benefit  was  not  obtained  inside  of 
twenty-four  hours  the  use  of  the  drug  should  be  abandoned. 

Dr.  W.  a.  Smith  said  that  he  had  used  salicin,  but  with  unfavor- 
able results. 

Dr.  Clarence  Babtlett  said  that  he  had  used  salicin  in  large 
and  small  doses,  but  without  any  regularly  satisfactory  results.  Its 
efiects  were  disappointing. 

Dr.  Van  Baun,  in  closing  the  discussion,  said  that  he  generally 
used  aconite  in  the  30th  to  begin  with.  The  point  made  by  Dr. 
Thompson  relative  to  the  not  discouraging  parents  is  a  good  one. 
The  great  difficulty  is  to  insist  upon  proper  care  without  causing 
discouragement.  He  had  used  salicin  in  large  doses,  and  was  satis- 
fied that  he  had  done  harm  thereby. 

Dr.  Clarence  Bartlett,  of  Philadelphia,  then  read  a  paper  on 
^^  Some  Thoughts  Concerning  the  Treatment  of  Epilepsy." 

Da  TouBLEY,  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  said  that  the  remarks  in  the 
paper  showed  that  we  cannot  rely  upon  any  specific  treatment  for  any 
special  disease.  He  expressed  himself  as  willing  to  accept  the  ex- 
perience of  any  honest  sensible  worker  in  his  reports  of  cures.  If 
one  man  cures  his  oases  by  operations,  then  he  is  a  better  operator 
than  prescriber.  He  thought  diet  was  a  very  important  matter  in 
the  treatment  of  epilepsy ;  most  of  the  subjects  with  this  disease 
have  a  ravenous  appetite,  which  must  be  curbed.  He  closed  his  re- 
marks by  reporting  a  case  of  convulsion,  in  which  relief  was  only 
obtained  after  he  had  made  the  patient  vomit  an  immense  quantity 
of  indigestible  food  that  had  been  taken  shortly  before.    He  disa- 
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greed  with  the  statement  made  by  the  easayisty  that  cases  of  epilepsy 
coald  only  be  regarded  as  cured  after  the  convulsions  had  ceased  to 
recur  for  two  or  three  years. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  further  discussion  was  postponed 
until  the  following  morning,  at  which  time  the  other  papers  of  the 
bureau  were  ordered  to  be  read.  (The  postponed  meeting  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Paedology  was  not  held,  owing  to  the  few  members  present 
during  the  last  hours  of  the  session.) 

Sectional  Meeting  in  Obstetrics. — The  sectional  meeting  of 
the  Bureau  of  Obstetrics  was  presided  over  by  Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock, 
of  St.  Louis.  The  first  papers  read  were  by  Drs.  Elias  C.  Price,  of 
Baltimore,  and  Sheldon  Lieavitt,  of  Chicago.  The  subject  treated 
of  was  "  Occipito-posterior  Positions." 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock  expressed  surprise  at  the  number  of  cases 
reported  by  Dr.  Price.  He  said  that  he  himself  had  not  had  a  case 
of  that  position  since  he  gave  his  experience  one  year  ago. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Spauldinq  deprecated  immediate  interference  as  ad- 
vocated by  Dr.  Price.  He  thought  nature  should  be  given  a  chance 
to  act.  He  had  been  more  unfortunate  than  others  in  meeting  with 
these  cases ;  and  during  the  past  five  or  ten  years  they  had  been  more 
frequent  with  him  than  before  that  time.  He  found  that  nature 
carries  a  number  of  these  cases  along  very  well.  He  would  not  ad- 
vise interference  in  occipito-posterior  positions,  unless  there  was  a 
delay  that  demanded  it.  It  is  not  a  simple  thing  to  insert  the  hand 
into  the  uterus. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Sanders  believed  that  the  failure  on  the  part  of  nature 
to  convert  occipito-posterior  positions  into  anterior  ones  was  the  want 
of  flexion.  In  many  cases  nature  accomplishes  the  flexion  herself, 
and  does  away  with  the  necessity  of  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
obstetrician.  If  the  woman  is  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  secure 
flexion  of  the  body  on  the  head  it  will  be  found  that  the  position 
will  correct  itself. 

Dr.  William  Webster  reported  a  case  of  occipito-posterior 
position  in  which  the  patient  had  very  small  vulvar  orifice.  In 
passing,  the  perineum  was  torn,  the  tear  beginning  at  the  anus  and 
going  upwards. 

Dr.  Sanders  thought  that  if  the  last  speaker  had  kept  the  head 
well  up  to  the  symphysis,  he  would  have  prevented  the  rupture. 

Dr.  Comstock  then  read  his  address  as  chairman  of  the  Bureau. 
(This  address  will  be  found  in  full  on  page  433.)  By  special  vote  it 
was  decided  to  discuss  the  questions  considered  in  the  address. 
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FoIIowiDg  the  discussion  on  Dr.  Comstock's  address,  a  paper  was 
read  by  Dr.  E.  L.  Smith,  of  Chicago,  on  a  "  Case  of  Placenta  Pr»- 
via.**  This  paper  was  discussed  hy  Drs.  Tucker,  Sanders,  Peck, 
Streeter  and  Ripley.    The  Section  then  adjourned. 

At  the  session  of  the  Obstetrical  Section,  held  Friday  morning,  a 
paper  by  Dr.  F.  B.  Righter,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  was  read  by  Dr. 
George  B.  Peck.  It  dealt  with  occlusion  of  the  os  uteri  as  an  im- 
pediment to  labor.  Following  Dr.  Righter's  paper,  Dr.  Peck  pre- 
sented his  own  paper  on  "Obstetric  Medication.'^  (This paper  will 
appear  in  the  Hahneman^ian  Monthly.)  After  explaining  his 
reasons  for  writing  this  paper.  Dr.  Peck  asked  that  it  be  read 
by  title.  After  a  few  minutes  spent  in  discussion,  the  Section 
adjourned. 

Sectional  Meeting  in  Surgery. — Owing  to  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Charles  M.  Thomas,  of  Philadelphia,  the  Sectional  Meeting  of  the 
Bureau  of  Surgery  was  presided  over  by  Dr.  Greorge  F.  Shears,  of 
Chicago,  111.  Dr.  Shears  read  Dr.  Thomas's  address  as  chairman  of 
the  Bureau.  This  address  consisted  of  a  most  interesting  review 
of  the  progress  made  in  surgery  during  the  past  year. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  Horace  Packard,  of  Boston,  Mass.^  on  "  Stone  in 
the  Bladder,"  was  presented. 

Speaking  of  the  treatment  of  stone,  the  author  stated  that  medi- 
cinal and  hygienic  measures  offer  nothing  for  its  relief.  In  a  gouty 
diathesis  much  may  be  done  through  medicine  and  hygiene  to  prevent 
such  a  contingency.  No  alkaloid  or  acid,  so-called  solvent,  can  have 
any  action  on  the  material  which  forms  the  successive  layers  of 
stone.  Mineral  waters  can  exert  but  little,  if  any,  solvent  action. 
The  best  of  them  are  those  containing  carbonate  of  lithia.  As  to 
operative  measures,  Dr.  Packard  thought  that  Bigelow's  operation  is 
the  safest  and  best  of  all  methods  for  the  treatment  of  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  cases  of  stone  in  the  bladder.  It  is  a  safe  and 
practicable  operation  even  in  children.  In  case  of  very  large  and 
hard  stones,  suprapubic  lithotomy  is  the  preferable  operation.  Per- 
ineal lithotomy  has  practically  become  an  obsolete  operation. 

Dr.  L.  H.  Willard,  of  Allegheny,  presented  a  paper  reporting  a 
series  of  accident  cases. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Obetz  read  a  paper  on  "  Fractures  of  the  Condyles  of 
the  Humerus,  with  Suggestions  as  to  Prevention  of  Ankylosis  and 
Gunstock  Deformity." 

The  author  took  issue  with  those  who  advocated  the  methods  of 
treating  fractures  of  the  condyle  now  in  use.     He  regarded  this  in- 


496  Uie  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [Julji 

jary  as  one  of  childhood  and  yoath,  and  the  result  of  blows  orforoes 
applied  directly  to  the  joint.  He  recommended  that  all  of  these  frac- 
tures should  be  dressed  with  the  arm  extended  at  the  elbow-joint 
The  splints  he  advised  are  those  made  of  pasteboard,  adhesive  plaster 
and  egg-paste.  Passive  motion  is  not  to  be  used  except  when  inflam- 
matory symptoms  are  absent,  and  then  the  aim  is  to  have  full  range 
of  motion  at  once. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Nottingham's  paper  on  '' Eczema  of  the  Rectum''  was 
read  by  Dr.  D.  M.  Nottingham  in  the  author's  absence. 

The  author  quoted  authorities  to  show  that  rectal  disease  could 
exist  without  the  sufferer's  knowledge,  and  reported  a  case  of  epithe- 
lioma from  his  own  practice  in  which  such  a  condition  had  existed 
in  the  rectum  without  recognition  until  about  four  weeks  prior  to 
death.  He  also  showed  that  reflex  phenomena  could  exist  as  a  result 
of  latent  rectal  disease.  After  showing  the  analogy  between  the 
mucous  membranes  and  the  rete  mucosum  of  the  integument,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  describe  his  case  of  exudative  eczema  with  fissures  involving 
the  rectum.  The  author  deduced  from  the  facts  at  his  disposal  that 
1.  Exudative  eczema  is  an  affection  peculiar  to  the  mucous  tissue.  2. 
It  may  occur  upon  any  mucous  structure.  8.  When  suppressed  at 
any  point,  it  will  appear  in  like  structure  only  at  a  point  where 
least  resistance  is  offered  and  most  favorable  to  its  development. 

The  case  reported  was  that  of  a  man  aged  about  forty-four  years, 
who  had  been  complaining  of  severe  rheumatic  pains  in  his  legs.  He 
had  piles  a  number  of  years  before.  These  had  been  removed.  He 
had  severe  aching  pains  in  the  stomach  at  irregular  intervals,  and  a 
depressed  melancholy  feeling  much  of  the  time.  Obstinate  constipa- 
tion. Back,  at  the  lumbo-sacral  region,  would  ache,  and  feel  numb 
and  too  weak  to  stand  or  walk,  and  legs  would  pain  very  much  when 
sitting,  and  often  when  Ijring  would  feel  exceedingly  numb.  Inspec- 
tion of  anus  showed  nothing  wrong.  Digital  examination  showed 
the  sphincter  ani  strongly  contracted.  The  sphincter  was  accordingly 
stretched.  On  the  following  day  an  examination  with  the  speculum 
was  made.  The  rectal  mucous  membrane  was  found  swollen,  ap- 
pearing like  knuckles  of  the  small  intestines,  of  a  dull  purple  hue, 
protruding  between  the  blades  of  the  speculum  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  rectum  for  the  most  part ;  at  other  {)oints  an  exudation,  brownish- 
yellow  in  color,  one-fourth  of  an  inch  thick,  with  a  fissure,  the  bottom 
of  which  was  very  red,  and  exuded  a  gluey  lymph.  The  exudations 
were  five  in  number,  about  half  an  inch  wide,  and  from  two  to  three 
inches  in  length. 

The  treatment  consisted  of  the  application  of  a  solution  of  car- 
bolic acid  to  the  fissures.  JBsculus  was  given  internally  night  and 
morning.  Cocoa  butter  suppository  was  ordered  after  each  stool.  Im- 
provement followed,  and  finally  a  cure.  All  of  the  reflex  phenomena 
excepting  the  pains  in  the  legs  disappeared.     Sexual  desire,  which 
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had  been  exoessive,  became  less  than  normal,  but  this  improved 
later. 

Dr.  George  F.  Shears  reported  a  case  of  "  Hydatid  of  the  Thigh." 
He  ezhibiteii  the  specimen.  Tumors  of  this  character  are  exceed- 
ingly rare  in  the  region  met  with  in  Dr.  Shears's  case.  This  closed 
the  report  of  the  Bureau.  After  some  time  spent  in  discussion,  the 
Section  adjourned.  « 

FIFTH  DAY. 

Morning  Session. — The  Board  of  Censors  reported  favorably 
on  the  following  applications  for  membership :  E.  L.  Smith,  Chicago ; 
S.  N.  Bray  ton,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  J.  P.Webster,  Delavan,  Wis.;  E.  H. 
Parker,  Eau  Claire,  Wis.;  W.  R.  Anschutz,  Nicholasville,  Kan. 

The  Intercollegiate  Committee  then  reported.  The  following  re- 
forrbs  in  medical  education  had  been  accomplished  by  it: 

i.  Advanced  requirements  in  preliminary  examinations.  2.  Ex- 
tension of  the  course  of  study  and  attendance  upon  lectures  from 
two  to  three  years.  3.  Extension  of  the  lecture  term  from  four  and 
five  months  to  not  less  than  six  months.  4.  The  establishment  of  a 
better  curriculum.  5.  The  consideration,  in  some  cases  the  adop- 
tion, of  a  four  years'  course  of  study.  The  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  are  the  following:  1.  That  the  profession  aid  the  col- 
lies in  their  efforts  to  secure  higher  medical  education.  2.  By  send- 
ing men  and  women  to  our  colleges  of  superior  qualities  and  thor- 
oughly prepare<l.  3.  By  sending  students  to  the  best  rather  than  to 
tlie  cheapest  colleges.  4.  By  using  their  influence  to  secure  for  med- 
ical colleges  contributions  and  endowment  funds. 

The  Committee  formulated  the  following  plan  as  to  the  require- 
ments for  entrance  to  our  colleges:  1.  English  composition,  by  writing 
at  the  time  of  the  examination  an  essay  of  not  less  than  two  hundred 
words,  by  which  may  l)e  judged  the  writer's  attainments  in  grammar, 
spelling  and  writing.  2.  Arithmetic  as  far  as  square  root.  3.  G^g- 
raphy,  physical  and  political,  such  as  is  contained  in  advanced  school 
geographies.  4.  History ;  the  outlines  of  history  of  modern  civil- 
ized nations,  especially  of  American  history,  such  as  is  contained  in 
the  ordinary  manuals  of  history.  5.  Physics.  6.  Biology  and  physi- 
ology. 7.  Chemistry  as  presented  in  Miller's  Elementary  Chemistry. 
8.  Botany  as  found  in  the  elementary  manuals. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted  and  its  recommenda- 
tions adopted  unanimously.    The  following  resolutions  were  then 


Besolvedf  That  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  endorses 
voi#.  XXV.— 33 
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the  action  of  the  Intercollegiate  Coromitteey  by  which  four  years 
shall  be  made  the  required  term  of  medical  study,  and  that  studies 
of  the  first  year  shall  be  definitely  arranged  to  include  the  neces- 
sary preliminary  studies  requisite  to  more  advanced  medical  in- 
struction. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  Institute  to 
assist  and  sustain  the  medical  colleges  in  their  efforts. 

These  resolutions  were  carried  unanimously,  with  much  enthu- 
siasm. 

The  subject  of  medical  legislation  came  up  once  more  for  consid- 
eration. After  considerable  discussion  it  was  decided  to  refer  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  formation  of  a  Committee  on  Medical  Legis- 
lation to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Drs.  McClelland,  Sawyer 
and  Duncan. 

After  transacting  some  further  routine  business,  the  Institute  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  Atlantic  City,  in  1891,  in  conjunction  with  the 
World's  Homoeopathic  Convention. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  THE  Editors  op  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly  : 

In  the  article  on  lycopod.  cl.,  by  Dr.  Korndoerfer,  in  the  May 
number,  he  mentions  arsenicum  and  coccul.  as  remedies  for  sea  sick- 
ness. 

I  would  like  to  add  four  more  remedies  to  this  list,  which  I  have 
also  verified  by  practical  experience  during  a  sea-voyage,  viz. :  Borax, 
nux  vom.,  petroleum,  and  sepia.  The  worst  case  was  cured  by  borax. 
The  lady  had  been  sick  ever  since  leaving  Germany  (Bremen),  and 
when  off  Newfoundland  was  so  much  reduced  she  could  not  stand ; 
the  storm  still  continuing.  She  gave  me  the  symptom:  "Every 
time  the  ship  goes  down,  everything  in  me  comes  up,"  Two  doses 
of  borax  2c.  cured  in  two  days. 

Fraternally,  F.  H.  Lutze,  M.D. 

Cheshire,  N.  Y.,  June  4,  1890. 
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GLEANINGS 


GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

8.  LILIENTHAL,  M.D.,  E.  M.  GRAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D..  W.  W.  VAN  BaUN,  M.D., 


Chorea  and  RHSUMATisac. — A  case  of  severe  chorea  attended  by  paresis  and 
loss  of  speech  for  eighty-one  days,  and  complicated  with  periendocarditifl  and  a  great 
development  of  fibroas  nodules.  Death  after  eight  and  a  half  months'  illness.  Dr« 
Henry  Ashby  records  a  case  of  this  character  in  a  girl  of  nine  years.  There  was  a 
strong  rheumatic  history  in  both  parents.  Premonitory  symptoms,  such  as  ex- 
cessive fidgetiness,  made  their  appearance  three  or  four  weeks  previous  to  the 
choreic  condition.  Apart  from  the  severe  chorea  from  which  the  patient  suffered, 
there  was  a  continuance  of  the  ''  rheumatic  state  "  for  several  months,  during  which 
time  there  was  joint  tenderness,  shooting  painp.  acid  perspirations,  continuous  crops 
of  *'  fibrous  nodules,"  patches  of  erythema,  and  repeated  attacks  of  peri-  and  endo- 
carditis. An  unusual  feature  in  the  case  was  the  distressing  cardiac  neuralgia,  the 
pain  over  the  heart  appearing  to  be  intense,  and  the  sense  of  constriction  round  the 
chest  being  very  marked  and  difficult  to  relieve.  There  was  doubtless  a  laboring' 
ill-nonriihed  heart  struggling  with  its  load.  The  large  crop  of  fibrous  nodules, 
which  were  mostly  situated  over  the  prominent  parts,  and  where,  in  the  choreic 
state  of  the  patient,  friction  would  be  most  intense,  certainly  pointed  to  the  inten- 
sity of  the  "  rheumatic  state,*'  and  the  consequent  probability  of  recurrent  attacks 
of  peri-  and  endocarditis.  As  insisted  upon  by  Dr.  Cheadle,  in  the  rheumatic  state 
there  is  a  special  liability  to  irritative  lesions  of  the  fibrous  tissues  (seen  in  this  case 
in  the  nodules),  which  are  caused  by  a  proliferation  and  cell-infiltration  of  the 
fibrous  tissue.  The  significance  of  the  occurrence  of  nodules  cannot  be  over-rated, 
if,  as  Dr.  Cheadle  insists,  there  is  a  close  relationship  between  the  fibrous  nodules 
and  the  peri-  and  endocarditis.  The  nervous  features  of  the  case  were  of  peculiar 
interest.  For  nearly  three  months  the  patient  did  not  speak,  being  perfectly  sen- 
sible and  rational,  any  attempt  at  speaking,  especially  when  the  chorea  was  at  its 
worst,  made  the  involuntary  movements  of  the  face  and  neck  more  violent.  The 
cause  of  the  loss  of  the  speech  was  doubtless  due  to  a  loss  of  control  over  the  muscles 
of  the  tongue  and  lips.  This  was  also  manifested  in  the  difficulty  of  masticating 
the  food.  The  power  of  speech  returned  entirely,  and  was  retained  up  to  the  time 
of  death.  Other  peculiar  features  of  the  case  were  well-marked  retraction  of  the 
jaw  and  the  over-action  of  the  flexors  of  the  fingers.  The  case  illustrates  in  a  re- 
markable manner  the  close  association  between  chorea  and  the  rheumatic  state,  and 
the  damage  which  the  heart  may  sufier  in  the  young  without  the  patient  suffering 
from  a  typical  attack  of  articular  rheumatism.  The  repeated  attacks  of  endo-  and 
pericarditis  were  chiefly  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  fatal  termination.  The 
treatment  was  not  satisfactory.  Large  doses  of  both  chloral  and  bromide  altogether 
failed  to  promote  sleep  or  to  quiet  the  constant  movements  of  the  limbs.  The  seda- 
tive which  answered  the  best  was  *' nepenthe/'  given  in  large  and  increasing  doses. 
During  the  later  stages  of  the  heart  trouble  digitalis  and  all  the  heart  tonics  failed 
completely.— 2*Ae  Medical  Chronidej  May,  1890. 

Alcoholism  and  Strychnia.— Dr.  A.  E.  Pambro  records  seven  cases  of  alco- 
holism and  dipsomania  treated  with  strychnia.  He  recommends  the  drug  as  per- 
fectly reliable  in  this  affection,  and  says  that  it  not  only  cures  the  solitary  attacks, 
but  also  the  desire  or  craving  for  alcoholic  beverages.  He  has  also  noticed  benefit 
follow  its  use  in  delirium  tremens.  In  moderate  cases  he  gives  one-thirtieth  of  a 
gramme  hypodermically ;  in  severe  cases,  one-fifteenth  of  a  gramme.  Smaller 
doses,  hes^s,  have  no  effisct.  During  the  treatment  the  patient  loses  all  desire  for 
alcohol.  Whether  the  cure  is  only  for  some  time,  or  whether  it  lasts  forever,  is  a 
problem  yet  requiring  solution.— iSif.  Peter^rg.  Med.  Woehen$chr.f  12,  1890. 
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Treatment  of  Scubvy  by  a  Strict  Milk  Diet. — Tchelzoff  treated  one  of  his 
scorbutic  patients  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  text-books,  but  failed  to 
relieve  him.  The  patient  then  requested  that  he  have  the  privilege  of  treating 
himself  according  to  the  custom  in  his  province,  by  an  exclusive  milk  diet,  no  other 
food  being  allowed.  He  soon  recovered.  At  Rybinsk,  on  the  Volga,  TchelzoflTmet 
with  a  severe  epidemic  of  scurvy,  and  he  cured  twenty-eight  cases  in  various  stages 
of  the  diseaHC  by  a  strict  milk  diet.  The  action  of  this  treatment  is  shown  at  first 
by  disappeHrance  of  the  pains  and  the  fever.  Then  the  swelling  and  induration  of 
the  limlw,  the  muscular  pains,  and  the  rigidity  and  tumefaction  of  the  articulations, 
the  cutaneous  ecchymoses,  and  the  affection  of  the  gums,  gradually  disappear.— 
Sem.  Med.,  16,  1890. 

Diabetes  Mellitus  in  Ghii<dren. — Stem  has  collected  from  psdiatric  litera- 
ture no  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cases  of  diabetes  occurring  in  child- 
hood. While  the  disease  is  of  most  frequent  occurrence  in  male  adults,  in  child- 
hood it  attacks  girls  more  frequently  than  the  boys,  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  tliree. 
As  to  etiology,  heredity  takes  first  place.  Not  only  do  the  children  of  diabetics,  but 
also  thoHc  of  neuropathic  disposition  become  diabetic.  Next  to  heredity  he  found 
it  most  freauently  to  result  from  severe  acute  disease,  as  gastric  catarrh,  morbus 
maculosus  Werlhofii,  tvphoids,  malarial  diseases,  measles,  and  in  connection  with 
the  furuncular  diathesis.  In  several  cases  uusuitable  food  was  certainly  the  cau.se 
of  the  glycosuria.  Concussion  of  the  brain  and  ''catching  cold"  are  also  causes. 
The  disease  varies  ereatlv  in  its  course  and  symptomatology  in  different  cases.  Its 
beginning  is  often  difficult  to  trace.  Among  the  symptoms  may  be  noted  men  al 
inactivity,  anxiety,  a  fruity  odor  to  the  breath,  poor  sleep,  irritability,  frequent 
urination  and  great  thirst  Less  regularly,  present  are  dyH|jeptic  troubles,  fulne!« 
of  the  head,  bulimy  and  great  desire  for  sweets.  The  specific  gravity  of  the  urine 
may  be  increased  to  1042,  and  the  quantity  to  from  1500  to  2400  centimetres  in  the 
twenty -four  hours.  Albumin  is  rarely  found.  There  is  great  debility,  emaciation, 
anemia,  frequent  vertigo  and  epistaxis.  The  skin  is  dry  and  hot,  with  hardly  anj 
actual  rise  in  temperature;  there  is  a  tendency  to  furuncles,  ulcers  and  abscesses; 
the  tongue  is  dry  and  coated  ;  the  saliva  may  contain  sugar,  which,  changing  into 
lactic  acid,  mav  affect  the  teeth  injuriously.  Sometimes  thirst  and  hunger  are  ab- 
normally small.  There  may  be  vomiting,  sour  eructations,  and  constipation.  The 
respiratory  organs  are  often  affected  toward  the  end  of  the  disease.  Most  of  the 
•cases  die  of  marasmus  or  diabetic  coma.  Some  succumb  to  pneumonia.  Cataract 
in  children  should  lead  to  an  examination  of  the  urine.  The  disease  may  last  from 
iwo  days  to  several  years.  When  it  has  lasted  more  than  a  year,  a  cure  can  hardly 
l>e  expnected.  The  yotmger  the  patient  the  more  rapid  is  the  course  that  it  pursues. 
In  infants  it  may  be  necessary  to  use  the  catheter  in  order  to  get  sufficient  urine  for 
examination.  Regulation  of  diet  promises  better  results  than  does  reliance  on  medi- 
cinal treatment.— TTicn.  Med.  Pret^  16, 1890. 

Diagnostic  Errors  in  Cases  of  Biliary  Calculi.— Cyr  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  thtU  in  biliary  oalcnli  we  may  have  no  colic  whatever,  and  in  its  place  aftensation 
of  malai.se,  es[)ecially  about  the  epigastrium  and  right  hypochondriura.  Thus,  the 
patient  is  supposed  to  be  sufiering  from  dilated  stomach,  neurasthenia,  hypochon- 
driasis, etc.  This  form  of  biliary  lithiasis  is  sometimes  seen  in  women,  especially  those 
at  the  change  of  life.  In  other  cases,  the  pain  does  not  remain  limited  to  the  region 
of  the  liver  and  gall-bladder,  but  is  especially  felt  as  a  gastralgia.  Or,  it  may  be 
felt  in  the  lumbar  region,  thus  giving  rise  to  the  diagnosis  of  nephritic  colic.  In 
other  cases,  tlie  pain  is  felt  in  the  chest,  and  is  diagnosed  as  intercostal  neuralgia. 
Again,  it  may  be  felt  below  the  umbilicus,  and  so  the  disease  simulates  a  peritonitis, 
metritis,  ileus,  etc.  In  relation  to  gall-stone  colic,  the  pain  may  be  only  light  and 
transitory,  and  thus  mistaken  for  a  mere  neuralgia ;  or,  it  may  set  in  with  excessive 
violence  and  suddenness,  simulating  an  eclamptic  or  hysterical  attack,  or  a  case  of 
poisoning.  Fever  may  be  either  persistent  or  absent.  Some  anomalous  cases  show 
such  grave  symptoms  that  they  are  mistaken  foradynaniio  bilious  or  typhoid  fevers. 
We  are  supposed  to  be  dealing  with  cholelithiasis,  when  we  meet  with  jaundice, 
and  an  examination  of  the  fseces  shows  gravel  if  not  also  calculi. — Arch.  Gen.  de 
Med. 

Acute  Pulmonary  (Edema.— German  authors  consider  the  cause  of  acute  pul- 
monary oedema  to  be  a  mpid  exhaustion  of  the  left  ventricle.  Bouvert  believes 
that  it  emanates  from  trouble  in  the  vaso-motor  innervation  in  the  domain  of  the 
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pulmonary  nerves.  Huchard  has  met  with  it  in  association  with  all  affections  hav> 
lOf;  increased  arterial  tension,  as  affections  of  the  aorta,  arterial  cardiopathies,  in- 
terstitial nephritis,  etc.  Death  sometimes  takes  place  very  rapidly  in  the«e  cases. 
Digitalis  is  too  slow  in  its  action,  and  atropia  too  frequently  disappoints.  Most  re- 
liance can  be  placed  upon  injections  of  larse  doses  of  caffeine  or  strychnia,  or  per- 
haps on  squills.  As  a  last  resort,  we  have  a  big  venesection. — Sem.  MedicaUf  18,  lo90^ 

Cactus  GnANDiPLORua  in  Heart  Disease. — Dr.  Orlando  Jones  publishes  his 
experience  of  cactus  grandiflorus,  which  he  claims  is  likely  to  prove  a  useful  ad- 
junct to  our  resources,  especially  in  asthenic  conditions  of  the  heart.  Digitalis, 
strophanthus  and  convallaria  are  not  always  reliable  in  the  varied  conditions  of  the 
heart  which  we  daily  meet. 

The  action  of  digitalis  is  not  infrequently  disappointing  when  we  are  dealing 
with  a  feeble  heart,  especially  if  that  feebleness  is  excessive  and  of  long  duration. 
In  such  instances  cactus  grandiflorus  may  fill  a  gap  where  other  remedies  appear  to 
be  lacking. 

The  action  of  this  remedy  seems  to  be  the  very  oppoi^ire  of  that  of  digitnlis,  that 
is,  in  the  final  stage  it  strengthens  the  heart. — British  Mediccd  Jourwxlj  January  11, 
1890. 

AcrrNOMYcosis  Attacking  the  Brain. — The  rare  affection,  actinomycosis,  has 
attracted  considerable  attention  during  the  la«<t  two  or  three  years.  Published  cases 
have  hitherto  chiefly  come  from  continental  sources,  although  two  have  occurred  in 
London  within  the  past  two  months.  The  dia^^nosis  is  always  obscure,  and  its 
verification  can  only  be  assured  by  the  recognition  of  the  characteristic  "ray  fun- 
gus" in  the  dischnrge  from  al>sc&sses  or  the  sputum,  the  rosettes  being  best  stained 
by  Weigert's  modification  of  the  Gram  method.  The  lung  is  the  organ  most  gen- 
erally attacked,  and  cases  of  actinomycosis  attacking  the  brain  are  extremely  rare, 
only  six  cases  being  on  record.  In  the  Dmtsche  Med.  Wochen8^.hriftf  No.  16,  an 
interesting  ca.se  of  this  kind  is  reported  by  Dr.  Orlow.  The  patient  was  a  woman 
aged  thirty,  who  was  first  seen  in  December,  1887,  with  the  history  of  having  been 
ill  for  one  year,  her  illness  commencing  with  a  swelling  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck, 
followed  by  other  painful  tumors  over  the  large  trochanter  and  tibio-tarsal  joint. 
She  also  suflTered  from  right-sided  pleurisy.  On  admission  to  the  hospital,  several 
small  abscesses  were  found  over  the  above  mentioned  localities,  as  well  as  over  the 
upper  part  of  the  right  arm,  and  in  the  pus  obtained  from  these  abscesses  charac- 
teristic actinomycotic  granules  were  discovered.  On  January  22,  18H8,  the  patient 
was  seized  with  vertigo,  and  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  finj^ers  of  the  right  hand. 
Similar  attacks  occurred  on  the  following  days,  the  contractions  gradually  passing 
upwards  until  the  face  muscles  also  were  affected.  The  patient  vomited  frequently, 
and  as  the  attacks  increased  in  extent  loss  of  consciousness  became  more  snd  more 
complete.  She  continued  in  much  the  same  condition  for  a  month,  at  times  show- 
ing some  slight  improvement.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  however,  the  right  arm 
became  paralvzed,  followed  by  loss  of  power  in  the  right  leg,  and  loss  of  sensation 
down  the  right  side.  The  convulsive  seizures  gradually  grew  more  severe,  nnd, 
passed  over  to  the  left  side.  The  patient  gradually  sank,  and  died  March  7th.  The 
symptoms  pointed  to  some  cortical  affection,  and  this  proved  to  be  the  case,  for  at 
the  necropsy,  in  addition  to  the  superficial  abscesses  already  mentioned,  an  abscess 
was  found  in  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain,  situated  immediately  below  the 
membranes,  and  involving  the  ascending  frontal  and  ascending  parietal  convolu- 
tions. The  pus  from  this  abscess  contained  actinomycotic  |;ranules.  The  right 
lung  was  also  affected,  but  the  other  organs  were  healthy.  This  is  the  first  recorded 
case  in  which  actinomycosis  attacking  the  brain  produced  such  pronounced  motor 
and  sensory  disturbances,  and  is  consequently  especially  interesting  from  a  clinical 
point  of  view.— TAc  Lancet,  May  17, 1890. 

LocAii  Accident  from  the  Use  cp  Cocaine. — Bosquet  reports  that  he  op- 
erated on  a  man  of  32  years  for  hypospadias.  He  injected  on  either  side  of  the 
()enis  a  fourth  of  a  syringeful  of  a  solution  of  cocaine  1 :  20.  The  operation  was 
painless,  but,  when  putting  on  the  bandage,  it  was  found  that  the  parts  had  lost 
their  vitalitv.  Later,  in  an  operation  for  phimosis,  cocaine  was  used.  The  opera- 
tion was  painless,  but  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  penis  became  very  (edematous,  the 
skin  took  on  a  bronzed  hue,  and  after  a  few  days  gangrene  set  in.  Strict  anti- 
septic methods  were  followed,  so  all  the  blame  must  be  laid  to  the  cocaine  as  the 
cause  of  the  trophic  disturbances.— <S^.  Med,j  18, 1890. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND  LARYNGOLOGY, 

COIfDUCTED  BY 

CHAS.  M.  THOMAS,  M.D. 


OccLAB  Complications  op  Malaria. — Dr.  de  Schweinitz,  in  discussing  the 
various  disieases  of  the  eves  which  appear  in  association  with  malarial  toxemia,  con- 
cludes: Malaria  may  originate,  1.  An  ophthalmia  of  the  intermittent  type*  which 
sometimes  replaces  the  ordinary  manifestations  of  the  disease.  2.  A  form  of  kera- 
titis properly  described  as  "  malarial  keratitis/'  and  onite  distinct  from  those  types 
of  cornesl  inflammation  which  are  simply  associated  with  intermittent  fever.  3. 
Various  functional  ocular  disturbances,  amblyopia,  paresis  of  accommodation,  changes 
in  the  field  of  vision,  even  hemianopsia  and  night  blindness.  4.  Gross  changes  in 
the  interior  of  the  eye,  optic  neuritis,  optic  atrophy,  retinal  hemorrhages  and  hsm- 
orrhage  into  the  vitreous. 

In  the  event  of  the  appearance  of  any  of  the  disorders  of  the  fourth  class,  it  is 
necessary,  before  ascribmg  it  to  malaria,  to  eliminate  rheumatism,  syphilis,  chronic 
Bright's  disease  and  chronic  hepatitis,  and,  in  so  far  as  atrophies  are  concerned,  the 
influence  of  quinine.  In  any  doubtful  case,  especially  in  larvate  forms  of  intermit- 
tent, and,  indeed,  in  all  cases,  a  careful  examination  of  the  blood  should  be  made 
with  the  hope  of  determining  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  corpuscles  of  Leveran. 
It  remains  to  be  shown  what  relation  the  character  and  number  of  these  bodies  bear 
to  ocular  diseases  attributed  to  malaria. — Medical  Nem,  June  7,  1890. 

OcuLAB  Disorders  and  the  Establishment  of  Mevstbuatiok. — Ocular 
diflSculties  may  supervene  at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  menstruation,  and  also 
appear  at  each  monthly  period  after  its  establishment,  especially  in  the  event  of 
dysmenorrhoea,  while  amenorrhoea,  sudden  suppression  of  the  menses  and  the  meno- 
pause are  well-known  causes  of  serious  intraocular  lesions.  Between  the  ages  of 
thirteen  and  sixteen,  and  sometimes  earlier  if  the  subject  is  precocious  in  develop- 
ment, the  changes  which  the  establishment  of  the  menstrual  molimen  brings  forth 
in  the  youthful  organism  are  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  the  eye,  in  common 
with  the  organs,  is  subject  to  a  variety  of  disorders. 

These  may  be  slight,  and  consist  in  indistinct  vision,  musce  accommoditis,  and 
often  are  attributed  injudiciously  to  eye  strain,  especially  if  minor  errors  of  refrac- 
tion coexist ;  or  they  may  be  severe,  and  comprise  gross  changes  in  the  cornea, 
iris,  vitreous,  choroid,  retina  and  optic  nerve. —  Univenity  Medical  MagcuanCf  June, 
loVO* 

Incomplete  Unilatebal  Deafness  Following  Mttmps.— Moure  reports  two 
cases  of  incomplete  unilateral  deafness  following  mumps  {AnnaUe  de  la  Polyciinic  de 
Bordeaux),  In  one  case  the  lesion  seemed  to  be  in  the  conducting  apparatus,  and 
the  author  believed,  as  the  membrane  revealed  nothing  abnormal,  that  there  had 
been  an  exudation  into  the  tympanic  cavity,  resulting  in  interference  with  the  action 
of  the  fenestra ;  hence  the  explanation  of  the  irremediabiiity  of  the  deafness.— 
American  Journal  Med.  SeieneeSf  June,  1890. 

Effects  of  Naphthalin  on  the  Eye. — Dr.  Eolinski  points  out  that  naph- 
thalin,  which  has  been  coming  much  into  use  from  the  powerful  eflect  on  the  micro- 
organisms which  exist  in  the  intestines  in  some  kinds  of  diarrhoea,  also  possesses 
the  property  of  producing  changes  in  the  nutritive  power  of  the  blood,  thus  being 
able  to  set  up  degeneration  of  the  bloodvessels  As  the  eye  is  one  of  the  most  vas- 
cular organs,  it  is  one  of  the  first  to  show  any  of  the  changes  induced  by  interfer- 
ence with  the  nutritive  property  of  the  blood. 

Naphthalin,  according  to  Dr.  Kolinski,  first  causes  small  extravasations  in  the 
choroid  and  in  the  ciliary  body,  then  ecchymosis  and  white  patches  in  the  retina, 
and  finally  cloudiness  in  the  lens  and  crystals  in  the  vitreous  humor. 

We  may  add  to  these  remarks,  published  by  the  Lancet  and  in  Von  Grefe's 
Archives,  that  it  has  long  been  known  how  much  influence  is  exerted  on  the  eye  bv 
disturbance  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  especially  by  affections  of  the  liver,  which 
may  actually  produce  cataract,  the  latter  disappearing  when  the  liver  symptoms  are 
cured.  We  know  also  how  strongly  certain  medicaments,  such  as  santonine,  mor- 
phine, hyosoaniine,  etc.,  act  on  the  organ  of  sight. 

The  Polish  physician  has  done  well  to  draw  attention  to  naphthalin  in  this  re- 
spect— Canadian  Practitioner,  June,  1890. 
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Chronic  PuRULEirr  Otitis  Media  in  Drunkardb.— Noqwet  has  made  a 
nnmber  of  obaeryations  upon  the  above-named  subiect  {RwuedeLaryngologie),  The 
result  of  the  Btudy  showR  that  the  evolution  of  such  otides  ir  rapid,  that  the  nerve 
centrefi  are  simultaneously  invaded,  and  the  extent  of  the  disorders  under  the  influ- 
ence of  alcohol  is  crreat.  Alcohol,  in  this  form  of  otitis,  hns  a  deplorable  influence 
on  the  course  of  the  disease,  as  it  has  on  all  other  maladies. — American  Journal 
Med.  Seienees,  June,  1890. 

Massage  of  the  Membrana  Tympani  for  Chronic  Catarrh  of  the 
Middle  Ear.— In  the  course  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  Adolf  Brenner  on  this  subject,  he 
states  that  Prof.  Lncae  some  years  ago  recommended  as  a  new  method  that  of  com- 
pressing the  air  in  the  external  meatus,  thus  preAsing  in  the  drum  head ;  and  of 
rarefying  the  air  in  the  external  meatus,  thus  drawing  out  the  drum  head.  He, 
however,  soon  gave  up  this  method,  because,  as  he  said,  it  gave  rise  to  hypenemia 
or  inflammation. 

Delstanche  has  since  taken  up  this  idea  and  recommended  it  chiefly  in  cases  of 
vclerwiHor  dry  catarrh,  and  has  suggested  an  instrument  by  which  the  drum  head, 
and  with  it,  of  course,  the  ossicles,  can  be  moved  up  and  down. 

Hommel  has  practiced  with  varying  results,  passing  the  tragus  with  the^nger 
into  the  meatus  at  the  rate  of  120  times  per  minute,  repeated  several  times  a  day 
for  one  or  two  minutes. 

In  1884  Lncae  recommended  the  use  of  what  he  called  a  **  pressure  probe,"  for 
the  treatment  of  some  cases  of  chronic  catarrh  of  the  middle  ear.  This  instrument 
consists  of  a  probe  with  an  enlarged  concave  end,  and  attached  to  a  weak  spiral 
spring.  The  end,  covered  with  cotton,  wool  or  gum,  is  passed  on  to  the  short  pro- 
cess of  the  malleus,  and  moved  up  and  down  two  to  ten  times,  of  course  under 
If^uidance  of  the  frontal  mirror.  In  this  manner  one  moves  the  chain  of  ossicles, 
breaks  down  any  slight  adhesions  and  loosens  the  joints  of  the  ossicles.  In  some 
cases  this  is  not  at  all  painful,  in  others,  however,  very  much  so.  The  local  appli- 
cation of  cocaine  does  not  seem  to  relieve  the  pain  "at  all.  Lucae  only  uses  the 
probe  in  those  ca^es  of  chronic  catarrh  in  which  Kinne's  method  is  negative  and  in 
which  speech  is  imperfectly  heard.  He  has  only  tried  it  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  use  of  Politzer's  method  and  the  Eustachian  catheter  had  failed  to  iirfprove  the 
hearing.  Out  of  44  recorded  cases,  Lucae  failed  to  improve  the  hearing  in  7  cases. 
There  was  slight  improvement  in  14»  much  improvement  in  10,  and  in  13  the  im- 
provement was  very  marked.  The  writer  has  uj»ed  DelHtanche's  and  Lucae*s  in- 
struments in  many  cases  in  the  past  two  years,  but  has  always  employed  the  cathe- 
ter and  Politzer's  bag  in  conjunction  with  it. 

Out  of  64  cases  the  hearing  was  made  decidedly  worse  in  1,  in  48  cases  there  was 
no  change,  and  in  20  cases  there  was  well-marked  improvement — BritUh  Medical 
Journal,  June  24,  1890. 

A  New  Test  for  Insufficiencies  of  Ocular  Mijscles.— Dr.  E.  A.  Maddoz, 
the  originator  of  the  obtuse  prism  test  for  lieterophoria,  proposes  another  method 
for  detecting  latent  deviations  of  the  eyes,  which  is  even  simpler  and  {^>erhaps  more 
accurate  than  his  first.  The  principle  of  the  test  depends  upon  the  property  of 
transparent  cylinders  to  cause  apnarent  elongation  of  any  object  viewed  through 
them,  so  that,  in  looking  at  a  difflant  flame  with  a  glass  rod  before  one  eye,  it  ap- 
pears converteti  into  a  long  thin  line  of  light,  so  dissimilar  from  the  flame  itself,  as 
seen  at  the  same  time  by  the  other  nak^  eye,  that  there  remains  practically  no 
desire  to  unite  the  two  images,  who^e  relative  position  indicates  the  conditions  of 
equilibrium  in  the  two  eyes.  The  length  of  the  rod  is  immaterial  if  not  less  than 
one-third  of  an  inch ;  the  best  thickness  is  a  qiAirter  of  an  inch. 

To  test  for  heterophoria,  stand  the  patient  at  6  meters  from  a  small  flame,  such  as 
a  gas  jet  turned  down  till  it  is  only  a  quarter- inch  high  (or  a  more  distant  street  lamp 
will  do  as  well),  and  place  the  rod  horizontally  before  one  eye,  a  olored  glass  before 
the  other.  If  the  line  passes  through  the  flame,  there  is  orthophoria  as  far  as  the 
horizontal  movements  of  the  eye  are  concerned  Should  the  line  lie  to  either  side 
of  the  flame,  as  in  most  people  it  will,  there  is  either  latent  convergence  or  latent 
divergence  manifested ;  the  former  it'  the  line  is  the  same  side  as  the  rod  (homony- 
mous diplopia) ;  the  latter,  if  to  the  other  side  (crossed  diplopia). 

For  vertical  deviations,  hold  the  rod  vertically  so  as  to  produce  a  horizontal  line 
of  light.  If  the  line  pass  through  the  flame,  there  is  no  tendency  to  vertical  devia- 
tion, but  if  it  appear  above  or  below  it,  there  is  hyperphoria  of  that  eye  which  sees 
the  lowest  image,  t.e,  that  the  flame  is  lowest;  there  is  a  tendency  to  upward  devia- 
tion of  the  naked  eye  if  the  line  is  lowest,  of  the  eye  before  which  the  rod  is. 
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Vebtioo  and  Mrniere's  Disease.— In  the  course  of  a  short  and  interesting 
paper  upon  vertigo,  Dr.  Davidson  calls  attention  to  the  vertigo  which  arises  frum 
other  causes  than  actual  disease  of  the  semi-lunar  canals  which  should  properly  be 
called  **  aural  vertigo,"  and  not  **  Meniere's  disease."  The  cases  described  by  Meniere 
were  mostly,  if  not  all,  cases  of  disease  of  the  semi-lunar  canals  themselves.  Any- 
thing that  leads  to  undue  pressure  (chronic  catarrh  of  the  middle  ear,  wax  in  the 
external  meatus  pressing  upon  the  tympanum,  syringing  the  ear,  etc.)  may  lead  to 
vertigo.  Contradictory  sensations  are  converged  by  the  two  labyrinths  to  the  brain, 
and  consequent  giddiness  resulu. 

As  brains  differ  in  sensitiveness,  vertigo  does  not  occur  in  every  case.  He  does 
not  consider  the  vertigos  described  as  ^'laryngeal  and  nasal"  to  be  true  peripheral, 
but  rather  to  be  cerebral  vertigo.  In  all  such  cases  it  will  be  found  that  there  has 
been  prolonged  and  violent  sneezing  or  coughing,  which  has  disturbed  the  circula- 
tion in  the  brain  so  as  to  have  directly,  by  congestion,  irritated  the  centre  for  equi- 
librium. Possibly  some  of  the  nasal  cases  may  really  be  cases  of  labyrinthian  ver- 
tigo through  the  Eustachian  canal. — Journal  of  Laryngology  and  Bkinologyt  May, 
1890. 
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Wiring  the  Patella  for  Simple  Fractures.— In  contrast  with  Buirs  article, 
an  abstract  of  which  appeared  in  our  last  number,  are  two,  by  Phelps  (New  York 
Melieal  Jmimal^  May  31  and  June  7,  1890),  and  Fluhrer  (Medical  Record^  June? 
and  14,  1890),  presenting  a  number  of  cases  and  advocating  operative  interference 
in  this  lesiiin.  Phelpe  confines  his  re|)ort  to  simple  fractures,  excluding  those  which 
are  compound  and  always  require  wiring,  and  to  those  of  recent  date.  His  expe- 
rience extends  over  five  years,  and  ail  cases  excepting  four  have  been  operated.  In 
two  of  these  the  ordinary  treatment  was  relied  upon  with  unsatisfactory  results.  Of 
the  forty-two  cases  operated,  in  forty-one  "  bony  union  "  was  obtained  with  varying 
degrees  of  flexion;  in  one,  where  the  fragments  could  not  be  coapted,  there  was 
anchylosis  and  a  strong  limb.  The  operative  technique  is  insistea  upon  and  mi- 
nutely described,  the  key-notes  being  absolute  asepsis  and  delicate  manipulation  of 
the  joint.  The  preliminary  treatment  consists  of  immobilization  and  hot  or  cold 
applications  as  indicated.  Cold  is  to  be  used  only  where  there  is  heat  and  tender- 
ness and  liability  to  inflammation,  and  should  be  continued  but  three  or  four  days. 
If  there  is  much  contusion,  heat  is  to  be  preferred.  The  dry  roller  should  be  substi- 
tuted as  soon  as  possible,  and  always  a  couple  of  days  prior  to  operation.  This  has 
been  done  from  the  seventh  to  the  fourteenth  day  on  an  average,  the  interval  being 
longer  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  laceration  and  contusion,  which  would  delay 
union  of  the  soft  parts.  In  most  cases  the  tenth  day  will  be  the  most  favorable 
time  The  antiseptic  precautions  consist  of  thorough  cleansing  and  wrapping  the 
limb  in  bichloride  towels  (1  to  1000)  from  the  groin  down  to  the  foot.  The  hands 
and  instruments  are  treated  in  the  usual  manner.  Irrigation  is  kept  up  continu- 
ously with  sublimate.  The  incision  is  transverse  and  directly  over  the  break,  and 
the  joint  is  freely  laid  open  to  the  full  extent  of  the  laceration  in  the  synovial  mem- 
brane. The  cavity  can  thus  be  thoroughly  examined  and  cleaned.  Drainage  is 
made  by  a  tube  on  the  outer  side  at  the  most  dependent  point.  The  tube  is  put  in 
place  by  a  trocar  and  canula,  which  is  large  enough  to  let  it  pass.  In  almost  every 
instance  shreds  of  tissue  will  be  found  hanging  down  between  the  fragments.  These 
are  carefully  detached  with  a  scoop  so  that  the  bonv  surfaces  can  be  brought  in  di- 
rect contact.  The  fragments  are  then  drilled  and  held  together  with  heavy  wire 
of  absolutely  pure  silver.  One  wire  will  usually  suffice,  although  two  may  be 
needed.  The  drill  hole  should  go  through  the  bone,  and  in  consequence  enter  the 
joint ;  it  can  be  buried  in  a  groove  cut  in  the  cartilage.  The  ends  are  twisted,  cut 
short  and  turned  into  the  interosseous  sulcus.  The  next  step  is  to  close  the  joint 
cavity  by  a  carefully  applied  catgut  suture,  which  unites  the  capsule  over  the  pa- 
tella,'and  the  deep  fascia  and  synovial  membrane  on  either  side.  Union  of  the 
superficial  wound,  with  capillary  drainage,  completes  the  operation.    The  limb 
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dreRsed  antiseptically  from  the  groin  to  the  foot,  and  put  on  a  posterior  splint  with 
the  whole  eztieniity  in  a  wire  cage.  The  drains  are  removed  the  third  day  and 
one  more  dressing  completes  the  healing.  Immobility  should  be  maintained,  as  a 
rule^  for  three  weeks,  and  the  patient  kept  in  bed  a  week  longer.  The  writer.has 
collected  one  hundred  and  sixteen  cases  operated  on  in  New  York  during  the  last 
six  prears,  with  but  one  death,  and  this  not  referable  to  the  operation.  In  the  dis- 
cussion that  followed  the  reading  of  this  paper,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital'Alumni,  the  general  tendency  was  against  the  universal  recourse  to  wiring; 
in  other  words  its  restriction  to  selected  cases,  those  of  refractiire  and  compound 
fracture  preferably;  against  its  being  practiced  by  the  average  surgeon,  and  partic- 
ularly by  men  not  well  versed  in  antiseptic  details.  Fluhrer  reports  sixteen  cases. 
His  technique,  also  very  accurately  described,  differs  in  no  essential  respects  from 
that  already  given.  He  leans  toward  the  vertical  incision  and  the  subsequent  re- 
moval of  the  wire  sutures. 

Compound  Comminuted  Fracture  of  the  Patella.— In  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  May  24, 1890,  Altham  reports  a  case  of  compound  fracture  of  the  patella, 
with  comminution  and  avulsion  of  the  ligamentum  patellee.  The  entire  bone  and 
ligament  were  removed,  together  with  small  pebbles  and  dirt,  the  joint  thoroughly 
cleaned  and  drained  posteriorly,  and  the  wound  accurately  united.  The  result  was 
very  good,  the  joint  freely  movable;  patient  could  go  up  and  down  stairs,  the  only 
thing  noticeable  in  the  gait  being  a  slight  swinging  movement  of  the  leg  as  it  was 
brought  forward. 

Treatment  op  Flat  Foot  by  Supramalleolar  Osteotomy.— Willy  Meyer 
reports  two  cases  treated  by  this  method,  as  advocated  by  Trendelenburg  and  Hahn. 
He  has  also  done  the  same  operation  in  two  cases  of  traumatic  valgus  following 
Pott's  fracture.  He  reviews  tne  different  operative  procedures  practiced  for  the 
correction  of  this  deformity:  (1)  removal  of  the  scaphoid,  at  limes  together  with 
the  head  of  the  astragalus,  and  sawing  through  the  whole  tarsus  (Golding-Rird  and 
Davv) ;  (2)  chiselling  off  the  cartilaginous  surfaces  of  the  astragalus  and  scaphoid 
at  Chopart's  joint,  and  pegging  the  bones  together  (Ogston) ;  (3)  astragaloid  oste- 
otomy, or  the  removal  of  a  wedge-shaped  piece  from  the  enlarged  head  and  neck 
of  the  astragalus  (Stokes) ;  (4)  excision  of  the  astragalus  (Weinlechner) ;  (5)  excis- 
ion of  a  portion  of  the  muscles,  fascia  and  skin  of  the  sole,  with  union  of  the  ends,  to 
shorten  the  *' girders"  (Phelps) ;  (6)  supramalleolar  osteotomy  of  the  tibia  and  fibula 
(Trendelenburg),  and  (7)  of  the  tibia  alone  (Hahn).  The  last-named  procedures 
remove  the  cause  of  flat  foot  according  to  either  of  the  main  theories  regarding  its 
causation,  i.e.,  displacement  of  the  astragalus  downnrard  and  inward  on  the  articu- 
lar facetA  of  the  os  calcis,  from  tired  muscle  and  stretched  ligaments  (Lorenz  and 
Royal- Whitman) ;  or  inward  displacement  of  the  arch  from  exaggerated  rotation 
of  the  astragalus  (Von  Meyer).  His  operations  were  performed  as  follows:  The 
fibula  was  chiselled  through  a  half-inch  above  the  tip  of  the  malleolus  ;  the  tibia 
was  then  partly  cut  through  and  broken  by  forcibly  turning  the  foot  inward.  In- 
'ary  to  the  posterior  tibial  is  thus  avoided.  The  wounds  were  dressed  and  the 
imbfl  incasea  in  plaster  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh.  The  knee  was  flexed  to  a  right 
angle  to  relax  the  calf  muscles,  and  the  foot  put  in  an  over-corrected  position.  The 
results  were  very  satisfactory,  the  legs  showing  but  a  slight  bowing  in  the  photo- 
graphs.   The  writer  gives  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  Supramalleolar  osteotomy  seems  to  be  the  most  rational  operation  for  the  radi- 
cal cure  of  flat  foot,  as  its  object  is  to  correct  the  deformity  without  interfering  with 
any  of  the  tissues  of  the  foot  proper. 

2.  In  advanced  cases  it  will  probably  give  a  good  result,  too»  and  may  be  com- 
bined with  Ogston's  operation  (Hahn). 

3.  If  osteotomy  has  been  performed,  the  position  of  the  foot  can  be  easily  cor- 
rected. 

4.  The  tibia  and  fibula  should  be  cat  dose  to  tibio-tarsal  joint,  and  the  latter  not 
injured. 

6.  As  soon  as  the  foot  is  pressed  into  a  normal  position  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
arch  is  completely  restored. 

6.  Between  the  tenth  and  twelfth  days  the  splint  should  be  removed  and  the 
position  of  the  foot  re-examined,  and,  if  necessary,  definitely  corrected. 

7.  The  patient  may  get  up  in  about  five  to  six  weeks  after  the  operation. 

8.  A  slight  over-correction  may  be  advisable  to  guard  against  recurrence,  and  the 
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neoewity  of  wearing;  the  supporting  brace  advised  by  Trendelenburg. — N,  T,  Medical 
Jbumoi,  May  24, 1890. 

Ck)NiCAL  Rtuicp  after  AMPUTATIONS  IN  CHILDREN.— Powers  calls  attention 
to  this  sequela  as  one  of  rather  frec|uent  occurrence  after  amputations  in  children 
and  adolescents^  and  justly  emphasizes  it  as  of  prognostic  value  and  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  from  a  medico-legal  point  of  view.  If  such  deformities  are  liable  to  occur, 
the  patients  should  be  warned  of  their  probable  occurrence,  and  the  surgeon  thus 
protected  from  unmerited  censure ;  juries  also  may  take  into  consideration  the  prob- 
ability of  subsequent  operative  interference  becoming  necessary  in  deciding  on 
their  verdicts,  ouch  conicity  is  more  liable  to  occur  in  the  leg  and  arm,  less  so  in 
the  forearm  and  thigh.  The  practical  deduction  is,  that  in  amputations  in  the 
young  the  flaps  should  be  unnecessarily  redundant.  This  conicity  is  doe  to  a  phys- 
iological growth  of  the  bone  from  the  predominant  epiphysis,  the  one  that  appears 
first  and  ossifies  last.  Thi%  bony  growth  surpasses  the  development  of  the  soft  parts, 
hence  the  projection  of  hone.— Medical  Record,  June  7,  1890. 

(We  have  met  with  two  such  cases :  one,  a  thigh  amputation  we  had  done  on  a 
boy  of  eight  years  for  extensive  knee-disease;  a  large  hyperostosis  developed  at  the 
end  of  the  bone,  besides  elongation.  Another  case,  aged  twenty -four  years,  ampu- 
tated by  a  surgeon  of  repute,  a  number  of  years  ago,  iust  below  the  old  point  of  elec- 
tion in  the  leg.  We  re-amputated  a  few  weeks  since,  oefore  the  class  at  Hahnemann 
College,  for  a  typical  conical  stump.— £d.) 

Tetanus. — Stroup  reports,  in  the  UnivenUy  Medical  Maganne,  a  case  in  which 
tetanus  followed  a  nail-wound  of  the  knee.  Steaming,  bromide,  chloral,  chloro- 
form, morphia  and  cocaine,  at  most,  gave  but  temporary  and  partial  relief.  When 
the  man  appeared  to  be  dying,  a  tenotomy  knife  was  pushed  into  the  cicatrix  and 
a  deep  inciMon  made.  The  muscles  immediately  relaxed,  and  the  patient  recovered. 

Bidder  treated  a  similar  attack  following  crushed  fingers,  by  washing  and  dress- 
ing the  wound  with  carbolic  solutions,  while  chloral  was  administered  internally. 
Improvement  being  but  slight  and  the  wound  looking  unhealthy.  2  per  cent  car- 
bolic solution  was  injected  hypodermatically  around  the  edges.  Healthy  granula- 
tions and  healing  followed,  and  the  spasmodic  symptoms  disappeared. — Dentaehe 
Mediz.  Wochenachrift,  March  6, 1890. 

Appendicitis  in  the  Scrotum. — Monks  reports  the  case  of  a  boy  thirteen  years 
of  age  who  presented  a  scrotal  tumor,  painful  and  red  in  one  spot.  This  had  begun 
two  month  previously  as  a  small  "bunch"  in  the  groin.  On  careful  palpation,  a 
lump  about  the  size  of  an  olive  could  be  made  out,  with  a  narrow  neck  nmning  np 
into  the  external  ring.  There  was  no  cough  impulse,  and  a<tpiration  withdrew  a 
few  drops  of  yellowish  fluid  containing  pus  cells.  Poultices  were  applied,  and  the 
swelling  gradually  subsided  until  all  inflammatory  symptoms  disappeared.  An  in- 
cision then  revealed  a  cord-like  body  closely  adherent  to  the  sack.  On  drawing  it 
down  the  aecum  came  into  view.  The  appendix  was  tied  off,  the  ed^es  inverted 
and  stitched,  and  the  stump  and  cncum  returned  into  the  abdomen.  The  rings  and 
canal  were  closet!  in  the  usual  manner. — BosUm  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  June 
6, 1890. 

Cocaine  Antidotes.— S.  Mitchell  {Medical  Record,  Mav  81, 1890)  has  found  that 
while  ammonia,  digitalis  and  brandy,  will  relieve  the  milder  toxic  manifestations 
of  cocaine  poisoning,  they  signally  fail  when  these  symptoms  are  superseded  by 
severe  precordial  pain,  weak  and  rapid  pulse,  sighing  respiration,  borborygmus 
and  belching  of  wind,  muscular  rigidity,  and  later,  paralysis  of  the  whole  body,  ex- 
cept the  brain  which  is  unnaturally  active.  In  such  a  case,  he  used  a  large  tea- 
cupful  of  clear  coffee,  and  has  found  it  equally  efficacious  on  subseouent  occasions. 
It  can  be  administered  cold  or  hot.    (He  makes  no  mention  of  amy!  nitrite.) 

I.  Gluck  (Ibid.,  June  21,  1890)  advocates  dissolving  the  cocaine  in  a  3  per  cent, 
solution  of  phenol.  This,  he  claims,  prevents  the  toxic  effects  of  the  former  drug 
and  renders  the  solution  stable ;  as  is  well  known,  such  solutions  otherwise  lose 
their  anaesthetic  effects  after  twenty-four  hours.  Phenol,  l)eside9,  has  a  certain  anies- 
thetic  power  of  its  own,  forms  a  superficial  eschar  which  presents  absorption  of  the 
cocaine,  destroys  bacteria,  fungi,  etc.,  prevents  decomposition  in  the  solution,  ren- 
ders it  aseptic  and  wards  off  reactive  congestion. 
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AooRAYATiONS  AND  AMELIORATIONS  FROM  Music— In  diflcnflfling  an  article 
in  the  Medical  Age  (September),  on  the  *' Therapeatia  Value  of  Music,"  Dr.  Wm. 
£.  Leonard  calls  attention  to  the  following  medicines  : 

DigUoUie  — Fearful  apprehensiyenees,  of  a  sad  character,  with  great  depression, 
extremely  aggravated  by  music. 

Intolerance  of  music :  Ambra,  chamomilla,  sabadilla  (especially  instrumental), 
natnim  carbon  icnm,  nux  vomica,  phosphorus,  sepia. 

Aversion  to  music :  Sabina. 

Extreme  sensitiveness  to  music :  Aconite^  causticnm,  mercurius,  natrum  sulphuric, 
▼iola  odorata. 

Palladium. — The  right-sided  ovarian  pain  and  soreness  is  aggravated  by  music, 
— Medical  Current^  March. 

Bemedieb  fob  Locomotor  Ataxia.-— Dr.  Samuel  Lilienthal,  in  the  April  Ch/t- 
famia  HomoBopathy  presents  some  remedies  of  value  in  the  treatment  of  locomotor 
ataxia. 

Alvmina, — (Dunham  preferred  aluminum).  Inability  to  walk,  except  with  the 
eyes  fixed  on  the  feet  in  open  daylight,  so  that  he  can  watch  their  movements. 
Quiet  and  resigned  disposition.  Has  a  sensation  as  if  he  would  fail  forwards,  which 
he  greatly  fears ;  not  from  dizziness,  for  his  mind  is  clear,  but  from  the  consciousness 
of  the  unsteadiness  of  his  lower  extremities.  Absence  of  the  knee-jerk  and  other 
spinal  reflexes ;  numbness  of  the  heel  on  stepping  upon  the  foot ;  great  and  tremu- 
lous lassitude  of  the  body,  especially  after  walking, 

Argentum  Nitricum. — Paralysis  from  exhausted  nerve  force ;  lassitude  of  lower 
limbfi;  he  does  not  know  whereon  he  steps;  paresis  of  bladder;  he  passes  urine 
anconsciously  and  uninterruptedly ;  tendon  reflexes  diminished  or  absent ;  idio- 
pathic atrophy  of  optic  nerves;  gastric  crises,  with  violent  belching,  which  relieves; 
want  of  sexual  desire;  time  passes  slowly  ;  aggravation  from  sweets  ;  emaciation. 

Belladonna  (atropine).— First  stage  of  tabes  dorsal  is ;  loss  of  co-ordination  in  the 
muscles  of  the  upper  and  lower  extremities ;  he  raises  his  feet  slowly  and  puts  them 
down  with  force ;  cannot  tell  when  the  hands  hold  an  object ;  when  walking  he 
raises  the  legs  as  if  he  had  to  pass  an  obstacle. 

Duboiain, — Almost  impossible  to  stand  alone  with  eyes  shut;  sensation  as  if  legs 
were  unable  to  hold  up  body ;  staggering  from  one  side  to  another  when  walking, 
but  can  go  straight  forward  by  watching  his  steps ;  tired  feeling  in  limbs ;  paralysis 
of  accommodation. 

Omium. — Bad  effects  from  suppressed  sexual  desire,  or  from  excessive  indulgence ; 
trembling;  painlens  lameness;  powerless  sensation  extending  all  over  the  body; 
reeling  when  standing,  and  dragging  his  legs  after  him ;  papular  eruptions,  itching 
and  burning. 

OeUemium. — Fresh  cases:  strabismus;  ptosis;  sexual  weakness;  irritability  of 
seminal  vesicles;  genitals  cold  and  relaxea;  paralysis  of  bladder,  with  dribbling  of 
urine;  weakness  in  back  and  limbs,  with  sleepiness;  loss  of  power  in  upper  and 
lower  extremities;  staggering  gait;  numbness  and  lack  of  sensibility  in  extremities. 
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Oraphi/es. — Talies  dorsalU,  especial Ij  in  women,  with  great  weakness  in  legs  and 
back ;  weakness  and  heaviness  in  extremities ;  they  fall  asleep ;  jerking  of  muscles ; 
numbness  or  torpor  of  genital  organs ;  herpetic  constitution. 

Helleborus. — Muscles  do  not  act  properly  if  the  will  is  not  strongly  fixed  npon 
their  action ;  unsteady,  feet  weak,  knees  tottering ;  numbness  of  arms,  with  prick- 
ing and  coldness. 

KcJi  Bromatum. — Inability  to  stand  or  walk;  handwriting  shaky  and  indistinct: 
limbs  shake  and  l)end  under  him. 

JSatnim  Muriaiieum. — Constipation;  involuntary  urination  when  walking;  pru- 
ritus genitalium;  jerking  sensation  in  back  and  nape,  extending  toward  head; 
backache,  with  general  weariness,  worse  lying  down ;  paralytic  condition  of  lower 
extremities. 

Nuz  Vomica, — Paralysis  of  bladder,  with  dribbling  of  urine;  constipation  from 
irregular  spasmodic  action  of  intestines;  constriction  and  stiffness  in  back;  spinal 
irritation,  with  loss  of  power  in  extremiticR;  unsteadiness  of  gait,  with  dread  of 
falling;  sensation  impaired;  legs  cold  and  livid. 

PhosphorvM. — Ataxia  and  adynamia ;  weakness  of  mind  and  body,  especially  in 
the  morning,  as  if  had  not  had  slept  enough ;  numbness  of  whole  body,  with  prick- 
ing sensations  and  anxious  oppre»«sion ;  muscular  asthenopia ;  scoliosis;  tuberculosis. 

Phynottigma. — On  walking  feeling  of  unsteadiness ;  he  must  keep  his  eyes  on  his 
feet  so  that  he  can  see  where  his  feet  are;  muscular  tremors  and  lightning-like  pains 
in  extremities,  followed  by  diminished  reflexes  and  paralysis;  blurred  vision; 
languor  and  flatulency ;  tetanic  symptoms  during  first  stage. 

Plufnbum, — Advanced  cases  of  tabes  or  rather  of  disseminated  scleroeis;  sclerosis 
from  hypertrophy  of  the  connective  tissue  (silica),  especially  in  the  root  zones,  in 
the  optic  and  third  nerve;  paroxysmal,  lancinating,  neuralgic  pains,  worse  at 
night;  total  loss  of  co-ordination;  formication;  ansesthesia  and  paralysis  with 
atrophy  in  limbs,  with  fatty  degeneration;  pains,  better  from  pressure,  worse  from 
the  least  touch,  Though  praised  for  locomotor  ataxia,  the  symptoms  correspond 
more  to  other  spinal  troubles. 

RhuM  Toricodendron, — Rheumatic  palsy ;  loss  of  power  of  co-ordination  in  lower 
extremities,  staggers,  steps  higher  than  usual ;  soreness  in  every  muscle  with  jerk- 
ing, tearing  pains  in  them ;  walking  diflScult,  slow  and  shuffling. 

Secale, — Anxiety,  sadness,  deprcMii on;  gentle  creeping  sensation  in  back,  as  if 
soft  air  was  blowing  through  it;  painful  jerking  of  limbs  at  night;  lassitude,  heavi- 
ness and  trembling  of  limbs  at  night;  shnfliing  gait;  fulgurant  pains,  absence  of 
knee  jerk ;  ataxy ;  aversion  to  heat  and  to  being  covered. 

Stramonium. — Vertigo  when  walking  in  the  dark,  can  only  walk  in  the  light; 
totters  as  if  giddy ;  strabismus ;  muscles  will  not  obey  the  will ;  limbs  feel  as  if  gone 
to  sleep.    Early  stages. 

Zincum, — Cerebro-spinal  exhaustion  ;  great  weakness  of  all  the  limbs,  especially 
in  lumbar  region  and  bends  of  knees  ;  burning  along  the  spine;  pains  in  last  dorsal 
vertebrae;  impotence. 

Passiflora. — Passiflora  seems  to  be  especially  adapted  to  derangements  of  the 
nervous  system,  as  neuralgia,  tetanus,  chorea,  insomnia.  For  the  nervous,  restleas, 
excited  or  wakeful  condition  found  in  so  many  affections,  it  has  a  wonderfully  sooth- 
ing effect.  Many  of  its  symptoms  are  similar  to  those  of  cactus. — California  tiomoBO- 
path,  April. 

Picric  Acid  in  Satyriasis. — Dr.  E.  H.  Qrahn  reports  the  cure  of  a  young  mar- 
ried man  who  was  **  rather  too  amorous  for  any  use,  and  whose  sexual  desire  was 
getting  the  best  of  him.  Picric  acid  3x  and  ultimately  the  6th  reduced  the  erec- 
tions to  comfortable  limits.  The  medicine  also  proved  serviceable  in  a  relapse  in 
the  same  young  man. — American  HomoDopathitt^  April. 

Sepia  in  Chronic  Enlargement  op  the  Tonsius.— Dr.  W.  F.  Ksercher  re- 
ports, in  the  May  Journal  oj  HomcBopathies,  the  cure  of  two  cases  of  chronically  en- 
larged tonsils,  tiie  excision  of  which  had  been  advised  by  previously  attending 
physicians,  with  sepia  30  and  c.  m.  A  number  of  sepia  symptoms  were  present,  the 
most  prominent  being  enuresis  during  the  first  sleep. 

Remedies  for  Cholera  Infantum.— In  the  May  Medical  Advance  we  find  an 
article  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Ad.  Lippe,  deceased,  on  '*  Cholera  Infantum,"  from 
which  we  summarize  the  following  indications  for  remedies  in  the  order  of  their 
importance: 
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Apt*. — Child  inclined  to  stupor,  out  of  which  it  starts  with  a  loud,  shrill  scream. 
The  eyes  have  a  reddish  tint.  The  head  is  hoL  The  tongue  is  dry,  but  thirst  is 
seldom  present.  The  skin  is  dry,  the  hands  at  times  cold  and  blue.  Suppression 
of  urine.  The  abdomen  is  tender  to  pressure.  The  diarrhom  is  worse  in  the  mom- 
injf,  always  mixed  with  mucus,  sometimes  very  offensive  or  involuntary,  or  con- 
taining flakes  of  pus. 

Beiladonna. — Child  lies  in  a  stupor;  it  frequently  starts  up  suddenly  in  its  sleep; 
when  awake  it  is  angry  and  violent.  The  head  is  hot,  and  i»  often  rolled  from  side 
to  side.  The  face  is  generally  purple,  red  and  hot,  or  very  pale  and  cold.  The 
tongue  is  red  on  the  edges,  or  coated  whitish-yellow,  or  has  two  white  strips  of 
coating,  extending  down  on  both  sides  of  the  tongue.  Thirst  moderate.  Fulse 
very  frequent,  small  and  hard ;  occasionally  full.  Hands  and  feet  cold ;  the  hotter 
the  head  is,  the  colder  are  the  feet.  The  abdomen  is  hot.  The  stools  are  clay  colored 
or  green,  or  consist  of  white  or  granular  yellow  slimy  mucus,  and  are  very  frequent. 

Ghamamilla.— Child  exceedingly  peevish.  The  gums  are  very  hot.  The  cneeks 
are  red,  at  times  only  one  cheek.  The  child  wants  to  be  carried  all  the  time.  Has 
attacks  of  colic ;  draws  its  knees  up,  and  seems  to  be  relieved  for  a  short  time  after 
a  passage  from  the  bowels.  Vomiting  of  food  and  sour  mucus.  The  stools  are 
green,  or  green  mucus  at  times  mixed  with  white  mucus,  or  chopped ;  the  dis- 
charges are  hot,  excoriating  the  parts;  frequent,  sometimes  smelling  like  rotten 


Croton  Tiglium, — Child  has  a  stool  as  often  as  it  is  fed  or  nurses.  The  discharge 
is  sudden,  noisy  and  violent,  consisting  generally  of  yellow  water. 

Ipecacuanha. — Diarrhcea  and  vomiting.  Vomiting  of  food  and  drink  as  often  as 
one  drinkn,  or  vomiting  of  green  mucus.  Much  nausea,  with  pale  face  and  op- 
pressed breathing.    Stools  are  of  green  mucus,  or  are  bloody  or  fermented. 

Natmm  Sulphurieum. — Frequent  attacks  of  violent  colic,  with  rumbling  in  the 
abdomen,  relieved  by  the  violent  discharge  of  yellow  water  with  large  quantities 
of  flatus.  The  stools  are  more  frequent  during  the  morning  hours,  after  the  child 
18  taken  up  and  moved  about,  like  bryonia. 

Podophyllum. — Drowsiness  or  restless  sleep,  with  grinding  of  the  teeth  or  rolling 
of  the  bead.  Vomiting  of  frothy  mucus,  green,  or  of  food.  The  diarrhcea  is  worse 
in  the  morning, and  the  discharges  a^e  more  frequent  at  night  than  during  the  day. 
Stools  green,  watery,  or  mixed  with  mucus, or  like  chalk;  profuse  and  painless. 
During  and  after  stool,  prolapsus  ani.  During  dentition.  Also  catarrhal  cough 
and  catarrh  of  the  chesL    Cramps  of  the  feet,  calves  and  thighs. 

Sulphtur. — Disease  generally  begins  after  midnight.  Diarrhoea  and  vomiting; 
the  clischarges  from  the  bowels  are  generally  watery,  green  and  involuntary;  they 
sometimes  smell  sour,  at  other  times  they  are  very  ofiensive.  Vomiting  is  frequent, 
often  smelling  sour  (like  calcarea),  with  cold  perspiration  on  the  face  (veratrum, 
cold  perspiration  on  the  forehead).  The  face  is  pale,  fontanelles  open,  hands  and 
feet  cold  the  very  first  morning.  The  child  lies  in  a  stupor,  with  its  eyes  half  open. 
Not  much  thirst  and  entire  suppression  of  urine.  The  child  does  not  scream  out 
violently  as  under  apis  or  roll  its  head  as  under  belladonna. 

AeoniU.— At  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  especially  when  it  has  been  caused  by 
a  check  of  perspiration,  mostly  during  the  night,  when  the  weather  has  changed 
from  extreme  heat  to  cold.  Child  excessivelv  agiuted  and  restless;  pulse  very 
frequent  and  hard ;  abdomen  very  hot;  much  thirst;  the  discharges  are  watery 
and  contain  bloody  mucus. 

Arunicum. — Diarrhoea  and  vomiting;  much  thirst  for  cold  water,  but  everything 
the  child  drinks  is  thrown  up  at  once;  hot  skin;  great  restlessness;  the  child 
continuously  tosses  about,  changes  its  position  and  cries  incessantly  ;  stools  watery 
and  very  ofiensive,  of  black  fluid,  or  dark  thick  green  mucus;  very  great  weakness 
and  emaciation. 

Bentoie  Acid. — If  during  the  attack  the  urinary  discharges  become  7ery  scanty ; 
urine  has  a  very  pungent,  strong  smell :  urine  easily  becomes  turbid. 

^i«fnu(A.~ Diarrhoea  and  vomiting;  the  vomiting  prevails ;  all  food  and  drink 
is  thrown  up  at  once ;  the  abdomen  is  bloated ;  the  face  is  pale ;  blue  rings  under 
the  eyes  (compare  kreosote). 

Bryonia. — The  attacks  return  as  the  weather  becomes  hot,  and  are  relieved  on 
cool  days  (aconite  and  dnlcamara  have  the  reverse);  vomiting  of  bile;  tongoe 
coated  yellow  ;  thirst,  not  frequent,  but  drinking  of  large  quantities  (aconite  has  the 
reverse) ;  abdomen  hot,  the  child  does  not  want  to  be  moved  (aconite  has  the  reverse ; 
^sery  motion  causes  pain  in  the  abdomen  and  a  discharge  from  the  bowels,  worse 
in  the  morning  when  beginning  to  be  moved. 
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Oakarea, — Open  fontaellea;  stools  ff^Jt  Hke  daj,  smelling  ww ;  vomiting  of 
food,  eFpecially  iowr ;  profuse  perspiration  on  the  head  during  sleep ;  swollen, 
distended  abdomen  (saccharum  officinale);  urine  clear  (turbid  urine,  benzoic 
acid),  is  passed  with  difficulty,  and  has  a  strong,  pungent,  foetid  odor. 

Oarbo  Vegetabilia* — Diarrhoea;  stools  very  putrid  or  bloody  :  face  pale  or  green- 
ish ;  the  gums  recede  from  the  teeth  and  bleed  easily  ;  abdomen  distended ;  emis- 
sion of  large  quantities  of  flatus ;  skin  cold ;  tongue  and  breath  cold ;  voice  hoane 
or  lost. 

China. — Painless  watery  diarrhosa,  yellow  or  blackish,  or  of  undigested  food ; 
worse  after  eating  (diarrhoea  while  eating,  fernim),  and  worse  at  night  and  after 
eating  fruit,  with  much  tendency  to  perspire. 

OoiocyrUhis. — Diarrhoea,  with  violent  colic  before,  during,  and  after  the  stool,  com- 
pelling the  child  to  bend  double,  which  seems  to  give  relief  (the  colic  of  belladonna 
IS  relieved  by  hard  pressure  across  the  abdomen,  that  of  rhus  toxicodendron  by 
lying  upon  the  abdomen). 

iSreosote.— Diarrhoea,  with  vomiting ;  the  continuous  vomiting  snd  straining  to 
vomit  predominates ;  the  child  resists  the  tightening  of  anything  around  the  abdo- 
men, which  increases  the  restlessness  and  pain ;  much  thirst ;  gums  hot ;  coldoesii 
of  the  hands  and  feet. 

Jris  Verncolar. — Diarrhoea  and  vomiting ;  vomiting  of  food,  bile,  or  of  a  very 
sour  fluid  ;  profuse,  frequent,  watery  stools ;  tympanites. 

Nairum  Muriaiicum. — Watery  diarrhoea,  with  colic;  incessant  thirst  with  nausea; 
emaciation  beginning  at  or  principally  on  the  neck ;  abdomen  bloated. 

Nitric  Acid. — Diarrhoea,  green,  mucous  or  bloody,  or  putrid  ;  putrid  smell  from 
the  month  ;  copious  flow  of  saliva  ;  ulcers  in  the  mouth  and  on  the  tongue. 

Paulinia  JSorbilia. — Green  profuse  stools,  inodoroua. 

Petroleum, — Diarrhoea  only  during  the  day. 

Phoaphonu. — Diarrhoea  and  vomiting;  desire  for  cold  water,  which  is  thrown  up 
as  soon  as  it  becomes  warm  in  the  stomach ;  diarrhoea  is  worse  in  the  morning ; 
stools  consist  of  green  mucus,  brown  fluid,  white  mucus,  or  containing  little  grains 
like  tallow. 

Silica, — Fontanelles  open  ;  much  perspiration  on  the  head  ;  great  thirst ;  emacia- 
tion; rolling  of  the  head  ;  suppressed  urinary  secretions ;  watery,  very  ofiensive 
stools  (calcarea  has  sour-smelling  stools). 

S^phurie  Acid. — Frequent,  large,  watery,  very  offensive  evacuations,  with  aphths 
and  great  irritability. 

Veratrum  Album. — Diarrhoea  and  vomiting;  great  weakness;  vomiting  of  frothy 
substance ;  profuse  watery  diarrhoea  with  flak«s  ;  during  stool  cold  perspiration  on 
the  forehf^  ;  pale  face ;  cold  hands  ;  voice  weak  or  hoarse ;   suppression  of  urine. 

Aloes  in  Infaittile  DiARBH(EA.'-Dr.  H.  Cuvier  Jones,  in  the  May  Clinical 
Reporierf  reports  the  following  case :  "  Was  called  to  see  Maggie  B.,  aged  one 
month,  who  was  thought  to  be  dying.  Found  her  very  pale,  pulse  weak  and 
accelerated,  but  regular.  Jjearned  that  she  had  had  diarrhoea  for  two  or  three  davs, 
but  discharges  had  not  been  frequent,  nor  of  bad  character ;  that  she  had  had  a 
large  yellowish  stool  and  sank  away  until  the  family  thought  her  dead  immediately 
following  it.  Gave  aloes  3z,  in  water,  every  two  hours,  and  she  recovered  rapidly 
and  without  other  medicine." 

Hydrocyanic  Acid  in  Diaebhcea  —Dr.  A  Cuvier  Jones  reports  two  severe 
diarrhoeas  cured  with  hydrocyanic  acid  4x. — Clinical  Reporter,  May. 

Remedies  for  Diarrhoea.— Dr.  George  Wigg,  in  the  April  Calif omia  Homao- 
pathf  gives  indications  for  the  following  remedies  in  diarrhoea: 

OraphitcM. — Pappy,  half-digested  brown  stools  of  a  most  atrocious  odor. 

IrtB  Versicolor. — Stools  tinged  with  bile  in  a  continuous  stream  ;  green,  undigested, 
mushy,  pappy,  bloody  mucus;  straining,  burning  in  anus  and  rectum  after  stool; 
black,  with  fever;  hot  sweat;  white  tongue. 

Jalap. — Stools  very  dark,  very  offensive,  and  of  gruelly  consistence ;  much  grip- 
ing and  some  tenesmus. 

Sulphur — Diarrhoea  caused  by  drinking  beer;  in  the  morning,  with  red  line 
around  the  anus. 

Ojolie  ^ci'd.— Frequent  ineffectual  urging  to  stool,  preceded  by  a  sick  distressed 
feeling  from  the  navel  downwards;  worse  when  thinking  about  it,  and  from  drink- 
ing coffee;  sugar  aggravates  pain  in  the  stomach  and  wine  causes  headache. 
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OUander. — Eyaciiations  of  Bcantj,  thin,  watery  stooli,  with  burning  in  the  anus 
before  and  after  stool. 

AUivm  Oepa. — Diarrhoea  after  midnight  or  toward  morning ;  offensive  flatus ; 
fiasures  in  anus. 

AnsBSficvu  Album  in  Chronic  Diarbhoca.—'*  Mrs.  B.,  aged  40,  consulted 
me  November  18,  1889.  Has  had  diarrhcea  since  January,  1888.  Discharges  were 
at  first  fncal,  then  yellowish  mucus,  and,  after  about  two  weeks,  bloody.  Always 
offensive,  scant,  frequent  with  burning^  ui^ing  pains.  Prolapse  of  bowel  whenever 
stools  became  frequent,  at  times  necessitating  replacing  with  the  fingers.  Frequent, 
Kcanty  micturition,  at  times  considerable  burning.  Has  had  conntant,  persistent 
thirst  during  entire  illness.  Diarrhceic  attacks  always  come  after  midnight,  usually 
from  1  to  2  o'clock  A  M.  Cannot  use  potatoes  or  other  vegetables,  or  any  food  con- 
taining vinegar.  Has  had  three  violent  attacks  of  cholera  morbus  since  bowel 
trouble  began.  Of  late,  considerable  palpitation,  irregular  and  violent  breathing 
of  the  heart.  Prescription,  araenicum  (dbum  30,  on  globules,  three  times  a  day. 
Betumed  February  12th,  said  she  had  thought  herself  cured,  but  there  was  slight 
recurrence  of  trouble.  Received  the  same  remedy  as  before,  and,  April  12th,  said: 
*  1  am  cured.  ^  Can  eat  anything  I  want.  Feel  well,  and  my  bowels  are  r^ular  and 
normal  in  action.'  " — Dr.  A.  Cuvier  Jones,  Clinical  RtporteTy  May. 

Aloes  in  Dysentery.— **  Was  called  to  see  Mr.  H.  at  8  o'clock  a.m.  He  had 
been  ill  since  before  midnight  Awoke  feeling  that  his  bowels  must  move;  aro^ie 
and  started  for  the  closet,  when  he  fainted  and  fell  to  the  floor.  The  bowels  moved 
several  times  before  morning.  When  I  saw  him  the  stools  were  of  blood  and  mucus. 
not  offensive,  attended  with  great  urging  and  griping  before  the  movement,  ana 
followed  by  such  weakness  and  prostration  that  patient  must  fall  over  in  the  bed  as 
soon  as  he  attempted  to  arise  from  the  vessel.  Gave  him  ahea  3x  dilution,  in  water, 
teaspoonful  after  each  defecation.  He  was  at  his  place  of  business  the  second  day, 
yet  he  was  subject  to  attacks  of  dysentery,  and  when  attacked  similarly  six  months 
before,  and  treated  allopath ically,  kept  his  room  for  three  weeks  and  came  near 
dying." — Dr.  A.  Cuvier  Jones,  (Ximcal  Reporter ^  May. 

Arsenicum  Album  ts  Dysentery.— Dr.  A.  Cuvier  Jones  cured  T.  L.,  of  a 
severe  dysentery  over-night  with  one  dose  of  arsenicum  album  6th  trituration. — 
Clinieal  keporterf  May. 

RuMEX  Cribpus. — *' Children  with  the  mmex  cough  will  become  extremely  cross 
and  peevish,  precisely  similar  to  that  condition  which  obtains  under  chamomilla^ 
This  may  lead,  by  mistake,  to  the  giving  of  the  latter  drug,  when,  in  fact,  rumex 
ought  to  have  been  exhibited,  which  would  be  followed  by  a  speedy  cure.  Belong- 
ing to  this  valuable  drug  there  is  a  condition  which  closely  corresponds  to  lycopo- 
dium,  viz  :  After  meals,  great  flatulency  and  distension  of  stomach.  Sensation  of 
fnlnem  after  eating,  with  pressure  so  great  that  it  extends  up  into  the  throaL  An- 
other peculiar  oondition  which  was  evolved  in  the  proving  of  rumex  is  one  that 
is  evidently  connected  with  digestion,  and  which  does  not,  to  my  knowledge  at 
least,  belong  so  prominently  to  any  other  drug.  I  allude  to  the  lump  in  throat,  not 
relieved  by  hawking  or  swallowing ;  it  descends  on  deglutition,  but  immediately 
returns.  1  have  cured  many  so-called  cases  of  dyspepsia  with  this  remedy,  in  vari- 
ous potencies,  where  the  above  characteristic  was  a  prominent  factor." — Dr,  C. 
Carleton  Smith,  HomcBopathie  Phyneiarif  June. 

British  Medicinal  Plants. — We  summarize  from  an  article  written  by  Dr. 
Alfred  Heath,  under  the  above  caption,  the  following: 

CUmatiB  Vitalba. — Is  very  acrid,  its  leaves  producing  a  warmth  on  the  tongue, 
and  if  chewed  for  a  short  time,  causing  blisters.  They  also  blister  and  ulcerate  the 
■kin  when  rubbed  into  it.  It  has  been  used  internally  as  a  cure  for  the  lues  venera, 
certain  forms  of  scrofula,  and  rheumatism. 

CUnuUtB  Erecla. — It  has  produced  swelling  of  the  testes  and  scrotum,  with  painful 
sensitiveness,  violent  pains  in  the  left  spermatic  cord  (in  women  it  has  cured  fflan- 
dular  induration  of  breasts,  painful  to  touch)  ;  rheumatic-like  pains,  aching,  draw- 
ing, tearing  in  limba,  and  a  great  number  of  symptoms  affecting  all  parts  of  the 
bcJdy. 

Anetnone  fWscUitta.— This  plant,  although  very  much  like  the  pulsatilla  nigricans 
of  the  homceopathic  pharmacopoeia,  is  not  the  same,  and  should  never  be  used  for  it. 


512  2^  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [July,  1890. 

It  has  been  used  with  considerable  snccess  in  diseases  of  women,  headaches  depend- 
ing on  funclional  derangements,  inflammation  of  the  eyes  and  evelidK,  and  malignant 
ulcers.  It  is  useful  in  discharges  from  ears,  nose,  eves,  etc.  It  is  very  acrid,  and 
not  yet "  proven." 

Anemone  Nemnroaa  (the  ranunculus  albus  of  the  pharmacojKBias),  The  acrid,  vol- 
atile principle  is  tso  corrosive  that  it  has  been  uued  externally  as  a  blUter,  instead 
of  cantharides.  It  was  used  empirically  in  times  past  to  promote  the  menstrual 
flow  and  for  the  cure  of  leprosy.  The  juice  was  snuifed  up  the  nose  to  promotedis- 
charges,  and  the  root  was  chewed  to  cause  expectoration,  on  account  of  its  acrid 
pro()erties.  It  was  found  useful  in  headaches,  in  soreness  and  inflammation  of  the 
eyes  and  lids. 

PulmUUla  Nigricans  (anemone  pretensis). — Baron  Stoerck  recommended  it  as  an 
efficient  remedy  for  most  of  the  chronic  Uisea»es  affecting  the  eye,  particularly  amau- 
rosis, cataract  and  opacity  of  the  cornea.  He  also  found  it  of  great  service  in  the 
nodes  and  nocturnal  pains  of  syphilis,  and  in  ulcers,  carien,  indurated  glunds,  sup- 
pressed menses,  herpetic  eruptions,  melancholy  and  palsy.  When  chewed  it  in- 
flames the  tongue  and  fauces.  It  produces  in  the  healthy  various  kinds  of  inflam- 
mations of  the  eyes  and  eyelids,  with  pain  and  swelling;  lachrymation  in  the  open 
air,  dimness  of  sigiit,  obscuration  of  sight,  and  a  great  many  other  eye  symptoms; 
()owerful  and  varied  action  on  the  sexual  and  urinary  oi^ans;  eruptions  on  various 
parts  of  the  body,  which  burn,  itch  and  bleed;  uterine  spasms,  suppression  of  the 
menses,  great  melancholy  and  depression  of  spirits,  sadness,  silent  mood,  weeping, 
motor  dibtur ban ces,  painful  lameness,  debility,  rigid  immobility  of  body,  tingling 
and  sensation  as  if  limbs  had  gone  to  sleep*  tremulous  weakness,  trembling  of  the 
bands  and  of  limbs  generally. — Homceopathic  Physician,  June. 

A  Fragmentary  Pbovino  of  Podophyllum.— Dr.  E.  V.  Ross,  in  the  June 
British  HomaojMthie  World,  gives  the  following :  Mr.  £.  J.,  aged  26,  at  10  A.M. 
took  ten  grains  of  podophyllum  Ix  to  ''stir  up  his  liver."  At  about  6  pm.  of  the 
same  day  wan  taken  with  an  indescribable  sick^feeling  all  over,  and  a  pernigtent  dry- 
rough  feeling  in  pharynx  and  cuophaguSf  and  a  feeling  as  though  a  ball  or  lump  was  ta 
the  upper  part  of  Uie  ouophagua.  This  dry  rough  feeling  extended  along  the  right  Eusta- 
chian tubfy  uiih  dull  aching  pain  in  the  right  ear.  8  p.m. — Dull  stupefying  headache, 
chieflv  in  forehead  and  by  lying  down.  Fulness  in  region  of  stomach,  with  belch- 
ing of  gas,  and  sour  eructations.  Marked  8:(livation  and  offensive  odor  from  the 
ntonth ;  sleep  disturbed  and  full  of  confused  dreams ;  rolled  about,  bed  felt  too  hard^ 
nhd  a  feeling  as  though  the  head  and  shoulders  were  lying  too  low.  At  3  a.m.  was  hur- 
ried to  stool,  which  was  profuse,  watery,  and  dark-green  in  character;  frequent 
cull  for  stool,  with  a  peculiar,  weak,  dull,  griping  pain  below  umbilicus,  and  fulness 
in  the  rectum  before  and  aAer  stool;  f.iiiii,  weak  feeling  in  region  of  stomach 
during  stool ;  tenesmus  and  faint  feeiing  after  stool.  These  symptoms  gradually 
passed  ofi*  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days. 

Calendula  Officinalis  in  Deafness. — "  In  January  a  lady  asked  me  to  pre- 
scribe for  a  page-boy,  aged  14,  who  had  suffered  from  deafness  from  infancy.  There 
was  a  history  of  otorrlioea  in  childhood,  but  the  tympanal  membranes  were  fairly 
smooth  and  without  signs  of  previous  ulceration  ;  slight  adenoid  tumefaction  in  the 
poHt-nasal  region.  Patient  states  he  is  sometimes  worse  than  at  others,  and  particu- 
larly BO  in  damp  weather;  talks  thickly;  general  health  good.  Watch -hearing,  B. 
30,  L.  20.  After  taking  calendula  for  a  night  his  watch-hearing  went  up  to  6U  in. 
on  R.  and  50  in.  on  L.  All  remarked  how  much  better  he  was.  That  the  efiect 
was  due  to  calendula  is  perfectly  evident,  for  his  hearing  has  since  then  gone  back 
on  leaving  it  ofl'.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  from  what  I  know  of  calendula  that  it 
will  complete  the  cure." — Dr.  B.  T.  Cooper,  British  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Bem/tto, 
June. 

Melilotus  in  Mania. — "  A  lady  imagined  herself  mesmerised  by  her  absent 
pastor,  and  was  in  a  great  fright.  Aconite  1000  quieted  her,  but  did  not  remove 
the  delusion  which  soon  mingled  with  others — that  every  one  was  {lossessed  of  the 
devil,  that  her  eyes  were  strangely  wild,  and  that  nothing  was  as  it  should  be.  Her 
face  was  very  red,  but  there  was  no  headache  or  other  ascertainable  symptom. 
Melilotus  30  was  given  in  water,  for  two  days,  with  most  happy  effect.  Improve- 
ment was  rapid,  the  illusions  faded  and  a  state  of  delightfully  restful  sleepiness 
came  on.  She  quitted  the  bed  in  less  than  a  week,  and  her  fancies  have  not  re- 
turned."— Dr.  Edward  Cranch,  HomoBopat/iie  Physician^  June. 
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TACHYCARDIA  VASO-MOTORIA. 

BY  EDWIN  M.   HALE,  M.D. 

(Read  before  the  Illinois  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  Chicago,  May  21, 1890.) 

Under  this  new  name  I  propose  to  give  the  etiology  and  treat- 
ment of  that  mysterious  disease  known  as  ''  Basedow's  Disease/' 
"  Graves's  Disease/'  and  "  Exophthalmic  Goitre."  This  disease  has 
not  yet  had  a  specific  name,  or  one  suited  to  its  real  character  and 
cause.  Nor  is  Tachycardia  a  name  that  fills  all  the  requirements,  for 
it  means  only  a  "  rapidly  beating  heart/'  but  it  is  a  better  name 
than  any  heretofore  given. 

This  disease,  in  its  complete  form  of  the  symptomatic  triad, 
namely :  "  palpitation  with  throbbing  of  the  arteries  of  the  neck, 
vascular  turgescence  and  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  body,  and  prom- 
inence of  the  eyel>alls/'  was  first  described  by  Graves  in  1835.  But 
this  triad  is  not  always  complete,  as  has  been  witnessed  by  many 
observers.  I  have  seen  many  cases,  which  were  true  examples  of 
this  malady,  where  the  protrusion  of  the  eyeballs  was  not  present, 
while  the  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  was,  and  other  cases  where 
neither  the  thyroid  nor  the  eyeballs  were  affected. 

The  fact  is,  that  this  disease  is  not  a  disease  of  the  heart,  but  of 
the  vaso-motor  centres  in  the  brain,  or  of  the  ganglia  in  the  sympa- 
thetic. Graves  supposed  it  was  a  "  cardiac  neurosis/'  i.e.,  having  its 
seat  in  the  cardiac  ganglia.  Nieraeyer  attributes  this  aifection  to  a 
''  palsy  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves."  Trousseau  thinks  it  a  *'  neurosis 
of  the  sympathetic  from  congestion  or  structural  change  of  the  gan- 
glionic system."  Brunton  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  disease  is  due 
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to  'Mireet  stimulation  of  the  accelerator  nerves  of  the  heart  which 
descend  from  the  vaso-motor  centre  in  the  medulla  oblongata  in  com- 
pany with  the  vertebral  artery,  and  after  passing  through  the  inferior 
cervical  ganglion  of  the  sympathetic  are  supplied  to  the  heart''  He 
explains  that  the  protrusion  of  the  eyeballs,  the  enlargement  of  the 
thyroid,  and  the  vascularity  and  degeneration  of  the  sympathetic 
ganglia  are  from  the  same  cause.  Hayden  believes  that  this  ''sin- 
gular combination  of  symptoms  depends  on  vaso-motor  paresis." 
My  observations  have  convinced  me  that  Hayden's  opinion,  added  to 
that  of  Brunton,  is  correct.  But  I  believe  that  in  many  cases  alter- 
nate and  opposite  states  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves  occur, — at  onetime 
paresis,  and  at  other  times  irritation. 

''  The  questions  of  the  pathology  and  the  morbid  anatomy  of  this 
disease,"  says  Dr.  Hammond,  "have  always  been  enigmas,  and  have 
not  to  this  day  been  positively  and  satisfactorily  settled,  though  prob- 
ably the  solution  of  the  problems  is  not  far  distant."  A  year  or  two 
ago  it  was  almost  universally  believed  that  certain  lesions  discovered 
in  the  cervical  sympathetic  were  responsible  for  the  symptoms.  At 
this  date  there  are  many  and  potent  reasons  for  believing  that,  in  the 
majority  of  cases  at  least,  the  sympathetic  system  is  not  involved  at 
all,  or,  if  it  is,  it  is  involve<l  secondarily,  and  that  the  lesion  is  of 
an  irritative  nature  and  is  situated  in  the  medulla  oblongata.  It  may 
possibly  not  be  long  before  the  origin  of  the  disease  can  be  traced  to 
even  a  higher  level, — that  is,  to  the  cortex, — for  it  is  well  known 
that  mental  shocks,  such  as  fear,  which  unquestionably  affect  the 
cortex,  have  resulted  in  exophthalmic  goitre,  just  as  they  have  in 
epilepsy,  in  chorea,  and  many  other  forms  of  nervous  diseases.  At 
the  present  time,  however,  it  is  only  neceasary  to  consider  the  two 
theories  which  can  be  supported  by  any  evidence  which  is  in  the  least 
degree  conclusive.  These  theories  are :  1.  That  exophthalmic  goitre 
is  due  to  disease  of  the  cervical  sympathetic  system.  2.  That  it  is 
due  to  an  abnormal  condition  of  the  medulla  oblongata. 

In  regard  to  the  first  theory,  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  in 
many  ceases  post-mortem  examination  discloses  disease  of  the  sympa- 
thetic nerve,  and  particularly  of  the  cervical  ganglia.  The  changes 
observed  in  the  ganglia  are  enlargement,  hardness  and  redness,  gran- 
ular degeneration,  infiltration  with  round  cells  or  with  spindle-shafied 
cells,  destruction  of  the  ganglionic  structure  with  increase  in  the 
amount  of  connective  tissue.  Physiological  experiments  on  the  sym- 
pathetic nerve  also  prove  conclusively  that  the  symptoms  of  exoph- 
thalmic goitre  can  be  produced  artificially  by  thiu  means. 
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The  arguments  against  this  theory  are  certainly  very  convincing* 
A  number  of  cases  are  recorded  where  no  change  can  be  discovered 
in  either  the  sympathetic  nerve  or  its  ganglia.  Hammer^  in  a  report 
of  a  case  of  his  own,  where  no  lesion  of  the  sympathetic  could  be 
discovered,  cites  twenty-two  other  cases  where  autopsies  were  obtained. 
Of  these,  seven  showed  lesions  in  the  sympathetic  system,  while  in 
the  fifteen  remaining  no  sympathetic  lesion  could  be  discovered  at 
all.  Two  other  autopsies  have  been  reported  since  then,  in  neither 
of  which  were  the  sympathetic  nerves  diseased.  As  to  the  physio- 
logical experiments,  though  it  is  admitted  that  many  of  the  indi- 
vidual symptoms,  such  as  dilatation  of  bloodvessels,  exophthalmia, 
enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland,  contraction  of  the  lids,  and  accel- 
erated action  of  the  heart,  can  readily  be  obtained  by  producing  arti- 
ficial lesions  of  the  sympathetic,  it  is  well  known  that  any  one  such 
lesion  cannot  result  in  all  of  these  symptoms,  since  some  of  them  are 
produced  by  paralysis  and  others  by  irritation  of  the  sympathetic.  I 
think  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  is  clearly  impossible  for  any  one 
lesion  to  produce  both  irritation  and  paralysis  at  the  same  time.  The 
theory  of  a  central  lesion  is  far  more  acceptable  to  my  mind.  In  the 
first  place,  centres  are  known  to  exist  grouped  together  within  a  small 
area  in  the  medulla,  lesions  of  which  result  in  the  appearance  of  the 
three  principal  symptoms  of  the  disease. 

Filehne,  in  his  well-known  experiments,  produced  each  of  the 
three  symptoms  in  turn,  and,  in  one  case,  all  three  of  them  together, 
a  result  which  has  never  been  attained  by  any  single  lesion  made  on 
the  sympathetic.  Probably  the  fourth  symptom — Dr.  Bryson's 
symptom — was  obtained  also  by  Filehne,  although,  not  knowing  of 
its  existence,  he  probably  did  not  look  for  it  In  the  second  place, 
it  does  not  seem  unreasonable  to  attribute  the  three  principal  condi- 
tions of  vagus  paralysis,  vaso- motor  paralysis  and  respiratory  paral- 
ysis, which  produce  the  four  principal  symptoms,  accelerated  heart 
action,  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland,  exophthalmia  and  dimin- 
ished chest  expansion,  to  a  single  circumscribed  lesion  affecting  the 
vagus  nucleus,  the  vaso>motor  nucleus  and  the  respiratory  nucleus. 
Polyuria,  which  is  a  frequent  symptom  of  Graves's  disease,  can  also 
be  produced  by  a  lesion  in  this  region.  Physiological  research  is  not 
unsupported  by  poBt-mortem  evidence.  Dr.  W.  Hale  White,  Brit 
Med.  Journal,  March  30,  1889,  has  reported  a  case  where  "the 
sympathetic  was  found  to  be  healthy.  A  series  of  sections  were  made 
from  the  lowest  part  of  the  medulla  to  the  corpora  quadrigemina. 
At  the  level  of  the  lowest  part  of  the  olivary  nucleus  there  was,  just 
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under  the  posterior  surface  of  the  medulla,  evidence  of  slight  inflam- 
mation. The  next  few  sections  were  quite  healthy,  but  those  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  sixth  nerve  showed  considerable  changes.  Im- 
mediately under  the  posterior  surface  of  the  medulla;  extending  from 
tlie  mesial  line  as  far  out  as  the  restiform  bodies,  which  were  slightly 
implicated,  were  numerous  hsemorrhagesr  The  area  occupied  by 
these  haemorrhages  did  not  extend  deeply,  so  that,  except  for  a  slight 
implication  of  the  nerve  cells  of  the  sixth  nucleus  on  one  side,  the 
nerve  cells  had  escaped  injury.  Tl>e  hemorrhages  seemed  almost 
entirely  limited  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  formatio  reticularis,  but 
there  were  two  or  three  small,  deep  ones.  They  were  not  marked  at 
this  level,  but  were  observed  up  to  the  lower  part  of  the  aqueduct  of 
Sylvius/'  Dr.  White  believes  this  is  the  first  case  where  organic 
lesions  have  been  discovered  in  the  medulla  in  exophthalmic  goitre, 
but  Lockhart  Clark  reports  a  case  where  the  "  corpora  quadrigemina 
and  the  medulla,  particularly  on  its  posterior  part,  were  very  soft, 
and,  on  minute  examination,  displayed  the  usual  appearance  of 
common  softening/' 

There  is  a  strong  probability  that  there  is  a  general  dilatation  of 
the  bloodvessels.  It  has  been  conclusively  shown  that  in  exophthal- 
mic goitre  the  electrical  resistance  of  the  patient  is  very  much  dimin- 
ished below  the  normal  |K)int.  And  although,  as  yet,  there  is  no 
absolute  proof,  it  seems  plausible  and  probable  that  a  general  dilated 
condition  of  the  vessels  would  account  for  the  greatly  diminished 
electrical  resistance.  In  many  instances  no  lesion  has  been  discov- 
ered at  ail;  and  the  burden  of  proof  goes  to  show  that  exophthalmic 
goitre  is  frequently  a  reflex  neurosis.  It  is  not  essential  that  even  the 
fatal  cases  should  be  of  organic  origin,  as  a  reflex  irritation  can 
readily  be  imagined  to  be  of  so  powerful  a  nature  as  to  produce  almost 
total  degeneration  of  the  nerve  cells  in  the  medulla,  which,  of  course, 
in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  would  be  undetected  after 
death.  The  theory  that  exophthalmic  goitre  is  often  of  reflex  origin 
is  supported  by  clinical  evidence.  Semon  reports  a  case  on  which  he 
operated  by  means  of  the  galvano-caustic  loop  for  the  removal  of 
multiple  recurrent  mucous  polypi  of  the  nose.  Within  a  day  or 
two  after  the  operation,  exophthalmia  of  the  right  eye  suddenly 
appeared.  Greefe's  and  Stell wag's  symptoms  were  both  present,  but 
there  was  no  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland  and  no  increased  ac- 
tion of  the  heart.  Hoffman,  of  Cologne,  reports  a  case  of  exoph- 
thalmic goitre  which  was  entirely  cured  by  an  operation  performed 
within  the  nasal  cavity  ;  and  Hack,  of  Freiberg,  and  B.  Frankel,  of 
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Berlin,  both  report  cases  where  operations  for  nasal  diseases  have 
cured  cases  of  Qraves^s  disease.  It  will  not  be  amiss  to  mention  here 
that  Mr.  George  Storker,  of  London^  rejwrts  tM^  cases  where  ordinary 
goitre  di8ap|>eared  after  intra-nasal  operations.  It  will  be  observed 
that  in  all  of  these  cases  the  reflex  disturbance  was  situated  within 
the  nasal  cavity.  The  thought  will  at  once  occur  to  us  all  that  if 
nasal  irritation  can  reflexly  result  in  exophthalmic  goitre,  irritation 
in  other  parts  of  the  body  can  do  the  same.  It  would  be  well,  there- 
fore, in  the  future  examination  of  patients,  to  search  for  and  relieve 
8uch  abnormal  conditions  as  we  know  are  mast  likely  to  result  in 
reflex  neuroses.  These  abnormal  conditions  are  most  likely  to  be 
found  in  the  eyes,  the  nasal  cavity,  and  the  genito-urinary  appa- 
ratus.'' (Reflex  irritations  from  the  rectum  have  been  known  to 
cause  it.) 

The  deduction  from  the  above  is  this, — that  to  cause  all  four  of 
the  essential  symptoms  of  this  disease  united  in  the  same  subject,  it 
may  be  necessary  that  the  lesion  shall  be  in  thecwtea;, — that  in  those 
cases  in  which  we  find  only  one  (tachycardia)  or  two  tachycardia  and 
swelling  of  the  thyroid,  or  any  other  combination  not  including  all 
foury  the  lesion  or  lesions'may  be  confined  to  the  sympathetic,  or  one 
centre  in  the  medulla. 

Dr.  Hammond,  in  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  January  25, 
1890,  mentions  a  new  diagnostic  symptom.  He  says:  "The  usual 
three  cardinal  symptoms,  upon  the  existence  of  one  or  more  of  which 
the  diagnosis  depends,  are  so  well  known  as  to  need  no  comment. 
The  various  other  symptoms,  which  are  as  often  absent  as  they  are 
present,  are  so  familiar  to  you  all  that  any  further  mention  of  them 
is  superfluous;  but  there  is  one  symptom  which  has  recently  been 
discovered  which  deserves  considerable  attention.  I  refer  to  Dr. 
Louise  Bryson's  symptom.  It  has  never  been  observed  before  as 
far  as  I  can  ascertain,  and  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  regard  to 
the  prognosis  of  the  disease,  and  is  also  of  assistance  in  locating  the 
seat  of  lesion.  Dr.  Bryson's  symptom  consists  in  the  inability  of  the 
patient  to  eaepa/nd  the  chest  under  forced  inspiration  up  to  the  normal 
extent.  In  every  case  that  has  been  examined  since  Dr.  Bryson's 
discovery,  this  deficiency  has  been  observed.  In  some  instances  the 
loss  of  the  power  of  expansion  is  remarkable,  and  Dr.  Bryson  states 
that  where  the  eximnsion  is  found  to  be  reduced  to  half  an  inch  or 
less,  the  termination  of  the  case  is  invariably  fatal. 

"  This  statement  has  been  sustained  in  at  least  one  case  that  I 
know  of.    In  five  cases  that  came  under  the  care  of  my  assistant,  Dr. 
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Combes,  and  in  three  cases  that  came  under  my  personal  inspection, 
this  symptom  was  observed ;  and  in  all  of  the  cases,  as  recovery 
gradually  took  place,  the  power  of  the  chest  expansion  has  been 
slowly  restored." 

I  have  a  patient  who  has  suffered  from  this  disease  for  three  years 
(the  protrusion  of  the  eyeball  is  not  present),  whose  chest  expansion 
is  only  three-quarters  of  an  inch. 

Dr.  £.  C.  Williams  reports  a  typical  case  of  a  year's  duration 
whose  chest  expansion  was  only  one-half  inch,  but  under  spigelia  it 
has  increased  to  one  and  a  quarter  inches. 

This  symptom  thould  be  observed  hereafter  in  every  case,  and  its 
improvement  under  remedies  noted  carefully  by  measurement. 

The  causes  are  mental  emotion  of  any  sudden  intense  nature ; 
mental  worry  long  continued  ;  a  fright  or  mental  shock  ;  prolonged 
watching  and  anxiety.  In  fact,  most  authorities  agree  that  nearly 
all  cases  originate  from  the  mental  sphere.  In  a  few  cases  the  cause 
was  supposed  to  be  violent  physical  exertion.  I  can  recall  but  few 
cases  out  of  the  many  I  have  seen  that  had  other  than  mental  or 
emotional  causes,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  trace  their  history.  The 
pulsations  of  the  heart  and  the  radial  and  other  arteries  are  generally 
rapid,  full  and  strong,  reaching  sometimes  as  high  as  160  per  minute. 
But  I  have  seen  this  condition  change  in  a  day  to  a  condition  in 
which  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  and  arteries  were  irregular,  inter- 
mittent and  feeble,- and  continue  so  for  weeks  or  months;  then  sud- 
denly reverting  to  the  former  condition.  All  this  points  to  an  alter- 
nating vaso-motor  neurosis.  The  mental  states  of  the  patients  are 
peculiarly  changed.  A  person  previously  of  mild  and  amiable  tem- 
perament will  become  irritable,  peevish,  impatient  and  exacting,  and 
alternately  excited  and  depressed,  or  joyous  and  melancholy  by  turns. 
In  many  cases  a  hysterical  condition  is  clearly  present.  The  temper- 
ature is  generally  elevated,  but  I  have  known  cases  in  which  it  was 
subnormal.  Morbid  appetite  and  anorexia  alternate.  The  menses 
are  sometimes  profuse ;  at  other  times  scanty.  There  may  be  diar- 
rhoea or  constipation,  both  very  obstinate. 

The  treatment  of  this  disease  has  had  a  most  varied  history  accord- 
ing to  the  diverse  and  various  theories  as  to  its  cause.  Those  who 
believed  that  anaemia  was  the  cause,  relied  on  the  use  of  iron;  others 
gave  digitalis,  believing  it  was  a  local  cardiac  neurosis.  Iodide  of 
potash  had  its  friends.  Electricity  and  galvanism  were  used  to  combat 
the  supposed  paralysis  of  the  sympathetic.  Iodine  has  been  used  for 
the  goitre,  but  never  with  decidedly  good  effects.     Belladonna  has 
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been  given  with  good  results  bj  the  doroinaDt  school  for  its  sup- 
posed antipathic  action,  while  it  was  really  homoeopathic.  But  only 
a  few  real  cures  have  been  made  with  these  agents.  Our  own  school 
has  not  been  much  more  successful  because  the  supposed  homoeopa- 
thicity  of  the  remedies  selected  was  only  apparent,  not  real.  There 
are,  according  to  my  studies  and  observations,  only  three  real  homoeo- 
pathic remedies  for  this  strange  disorder.  They  are  aurum,  glonoine 
and  spiffelia.  Belladonna  may  be  added  to  the  list,  but  it  does  not 
cover  all  the  symptoms. 

AuruM  h&s  the  arterial  and  cardiac  excitement,  but  lacks  some  of 
the  local  symptoms. 

The  bromide  of  gold  has  been  used  in  typical  cases  of  Basedow's 
disease  by  some  French  physicians  with  alleged  success.  In  two 
cases  I  saw  marked  improvement  from  the  2x  trituration  in  2-grain 
doses  (^  grain)  three  times  a  day.  It  relieved  the  cerebral  throb- 
bing, the  mental  irritability,  melancholia,  and  the  cardiac  excite- 
ment. 

Olonoine  has  the  vaso-motor  paralysis  to  a  great  degree.  It  has 
the  sensation  and,  even  to  some  extent,  the  real  protrusion  of  the  eye- 
balls. No  remedy  yet  found  has  the  swelling  of  the  thyroid  in  con- 
nection with  the  tachycardia.  In  fact,  no  known  drug  ever  caused 
a  swelling  of  the  thyroid  or  anything  like  a  goitre. 

QUmoine  has  done  good  work  for  me  when  the  throbbing  and 
congestion  of  the  head  resulted  in  positive  pain.  Here  the  third 
dilution  was  used.  It  has  also  been  of  great  value  in  those  cases 
where  sudden  cardiac  syncope  threatened  ;  the  heart's  action  l)ecome8 
very  feeble  and  irregular,  pulse  scarcely  felt,  and  the  patients  thought 
they  were  dying.  But  the  proper  dose  in  such  cases  is  the  ^  or  y^ 
grain  (1  or  2  drops  of  the  Ic). 

The  experiments  on  animals  with  spigelia,  recorded  in  the  last  edi- 
tion of  my  Diseases  of  the  Hearty  present  a  perfect  and  graphic  pic- 
ture of  Basedow's  disease,  including,  as  the  violent  action  of  the 
heart,  its  great  rapidity  of  action,  the  great  protrusion  of  the  eye- 
balls, and  many  other  symptoms.  The  provings  also  show  in  a 
marked  degree  its  close  homoeopathicity.  Yet  it  has  been  but  little 
used  in  this  disease,  and  then  only  as  a  palliative.  Since  those  ex- 
periments were  made  and  published,  I  have  not  had  a  typical  case 
calling  for  spigdia;  therefore,  I  cannot  give  any  personal  experience 
with  it.  I  would  advise  that  it  be  used  with  caution  as  to  dose,  giving 
not  lower  than  the  3x. 
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A  Case  Itlustrating  the  Curative  Action  of  Spigeliay  reported  by 
E,  C,  WiUiama,  M.D,j  of  Chicago, — ^^  Mi&s  A.  came  to  me  for  treat- 
ment with  the  following  history  :  In  June,  1889,  she  commenced  to 
be  troubled  with  palpitation  of  the  heart  (for  some  months  previous 
to  this  had  not  been  in  good  health,  she  being  a  nurse,  having  to 
work  very  hard,  with  irregular  hours).  With  the  palpitation  had 
oome  some  acceleration  of  the  pulse,  but  with  no  apparent  abnormal 
heart  symptoms.  About  two  months  later  struma  was  developed, 
the  enlargement  in  the  course  of  a  short  time  increasing  the  circum- 
ference of  the  neck  about  two  and  one-half  inches.  This,  however, 
was  subject  to  changes,  varying  in  size.  Almost  immediately  follow- 
ing this,  exophthalmia  developed,  the  left  eye  more  prominent  than 
the  right  At  the  time  of  her  coming  to  me  she  was  greatly  ema- 
ciated, sufTering  intensely  with  stabbing  pains  in  and  about  the  heart. 
There  was  an  insufficiency  of  the  mitral  and  aortic  valves.  The  chest 
expansion  was  only  three-quarters  of  an  inch.  The  pulse  was  from 
140  to  160  beats  per  minute;  temperature  about  normal ;  sleep  was 
disturl)ed ;  respiration  was  hurried,  and  at  times  carried  great  aggra- 
tion  of  the  "stabbing''  pains.  There  was  great  loss  of  muscular 
power;  in  fact,  an  almost  total  inability  to  help  herself  in  any  way. 
Several  remedies  were  tried  in  rapid  succession  with  no  benefit  what- 
ever. At  last  she  was  put  upon  spi^elia  2x,  I  being  led  in  that  direc- 
tion by  the  chapter  on  spigelia  in  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale's  new  edition  of  his 
work  on  the  Heart  This  drug  was  prescribed  for  two  weeks,  when 
I  thought  there  was  some  general  improvement.  The  pains  about 
the  heart  were  certainly  relieved.  She  was  then  put  upon  spigelia 
6x.  In  three  weeks  more  there  was  a  marked  diminution  in  the 
swelling  of  the  thyroid,  the  protrusion  of  the  eyeballs  was  less 
marked,  and  the  pulse-rate  was  down  to  125.  This  remedy  has  been 
prescribed  in  from  three  to  five  times  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  at 
the  present  time  the  pulse-rate  is  80;  temperature  normal ;  the  swell- 
ing at  the  thyroid  has  entirely  disappeared  ;  the  exophthaimus  is  no 
longer  present;  the  expansion  of  the  chest  is  one  and  three-quarters 
inches,  and  the  abnormal  conditions  of  the  heart  are  much  improved. 
The  lady  has  gained  twenty-five  pounds  in  weight.  I  am  confident 
now  that  she  will  entirely  recover." 

If  we  feel  we  ought  to  use  some  preparation  containing  iodine, 
spongia  is  the  best,  for  in  its  provings  we  find  many  symptoms  which 
make  it  applicable  to  this  disease.  Of  the  newer  remedies,  I  can 
give  some  personal  experience. 

Lycopus  will  often  give  great  relief,  but  it  is  only  indicated  when, 
with  some  exophthaimus,  the  pulmonary  symptoms  are  the  most 
prominent.  Cough,  hsemoptysis  and  hectic  fever,  together  with  the 
rapid  pulse  of  140  or  more,  call  es|>ecially  for  this  drug.  I  do  not 
usually  give  smaller  doses  than  the  Ix,  and  have  often  seen  the 
best  results  from  five-drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  frequently  re- 
peated. 
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Baryta  muriatioa  (chloride  of  barium)  is  a  drug  which  ought  to 
be  beneficial  in  some  cases  of  Graves's  disease.  .  Recent  experiments 
show  that  small  doses  are  capable  of  slowing  the  heart,  and  making 
its  action  fuller  and  stronger.  Now  we  know  that  baryta  has  great 
influence  over  indurations  and  enlargements  of  glandular  structures, 
and  also  to  check  abnormal  development  of  connective  tissue.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  of  service  in  this  disease  when  occur- 
ring in  the  old  or  prematurely  aged,  when  with  a  tendency  to  fatty 
degeneration  and  setheroma,  then  occurs  tachycardia  with  weak  heart, 
and  enlargement  and  induration  of  the  thyroid.  It  also  has  the 
power  of  contracting  the  muscular  tissues  of  arteries  and  veins,  and 
must  therefore  act  on  the  vaso-motor  centres. 

Convallaria  differs  from  other  cardiac  sedatives  in  its  greater  power 
of  quieting  and  calming  the  nervous  system.  In  Graves's  disease, 
as  I  have  above  stated,  the  mind  and  brain  becomes  very  irritable, 
and  the  emotional  sphere  morbidly  sensitive.  Here,  the  lily  of  the 
valley  has  a  very  happy  effect,  calming  the  almost  hysterical  erethism 
as  well  as  the  tachycardia.  The  unpleasant  general  throbbing  of  all 
the  arteries  is  lessened  under  its  influence.  The  dose  is  5  to  10 
drops  of  the  ^  or  Ix  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Always  use  the  tinc- 
ture of  the  flowers. 

The  following  case  reported  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Smith,  of  Morgan 
Park,  III.,  illustrates  the  action  of  convallaria: 

"  Mr. ,  eet.  42,  light  complexion,  presented  himself  for  treat- 
ment in  April,  1883,  with  the  following  symptoms:  Rapid  action 
of  the  heart,  averaging  114  beats  per  minute  the  first  month  ;  eyes 
slightly  protruding,  and  some  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland. 
He  oomplained  of  feeling  tired,  that  he  could  stand  no  work  or  any 
excitement  on  account  of  his  heart.  Appetite  capricious;  could  not 
sleep  very  well ;  had  frontal  headpche,  worse  in  afternoon.  The 
stethoscope  gave  a  rather  peculiar  sound  that  was  anaemic  in  char- 
acter. As  he  was  a  stranger  to  me,  I  did  not  take  any  particular 
notice  of  the  eyes  or  gland,  and  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease  was  not 
given,  but  prescribed  bell.  30x,  four  pellets  every  three  hours.  The 
only  improvement  was,  that  he  rested  better,  and  did  not  complain 
of  his  head.  Then  I  gave  iod.,  dig.,  ars.  iod.,  and,  after  them,  every 
remedy  in  whose  symptomatology  the  word  gland  was  used.  After 
he  had  been  under  treatment  about  six  months,  and  slowly  losing 
ground,  he  became  dissatisfied,  and  decided  to  go  to  Ohio  and  try 
his  old  family  physician,  and  I  bid  him  God-sp^,  glad  to  get  him 
out  of  my  care.  He  was  away  more  than  three  months,  when  he 
returned  with  marked  aggravation  of  all  the  symptoms.  Pulse  130, 
eyeballs  very  prominent,  and  the  right  side  of  the  gland  nearly 
double  the  size  it  was  when  he  left.     He  requested  me  to  again  as- 
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sume  char^  of  the  case,  and  not  feeling  coropetent  to  handle  it  any 
more  satisfactorily  than  before,  I  went  to  Chicago  and  consulted  with 
Dr.  E.  M.  Hale.  He  suggested  the  use  of  convaliaria  tincture, 
five  drops  every  four  hours,  for  the  heart,  and  under  its  u<^  the  action 
of  that  organ  became  nearer  normal,  and  decreased  to  100  beats  per 
minute;  but,  do  what  I  could  or  would,  he  was  getting  weaker,  and 
when  I  would  stop  the  convaliaria  the  pulse  would  bound  to  130  or 
more  per  minute.  He  had  become  almost  a  skeleton.  The  conclusioQ 
was,  that  he  must  be  better  nourishe<l,  and  the  heart's  action  be  re- 
duced ;  so  I  increased  the  convalla-ia  to  ten  drops  every  five  hours,  and 
gave  Ree<l  &  Car n rick's  beef  peptono.ds.  I  never  saw  any  one  do 
better  than  he  under  this  treatment;  and  inside  of  four  months  he 
was  at  work,  and  has  been  ever  since. 

"  The  patient  died  in  1889,  of  some  liver  trouble,  but  not  being 
in  attendance  I  cannot  say  if  the  old  exophthalmic  difficulty  returned 
or  not." 

Collinsonia  has  rendered  me  good  service  in  a  few  cases  when 
hsemorrhoids  complicated  the  case  to  an  unpleasant  degree.  Hayden 
mentions  a  particularly  bad  case  of  Graves's  disease  brought  on  by 
painful  bleeding  piles. 

Oleander^  as  you  will  see  by  the  provings  and  recent  pathological 
experiments,  is  a  heart  poison  which  accelerates  and  depresses  the 
motor  function  of  the  heart.  Its  alkaloid,  nerine  or  oleandrine,  is 
as  powerful  as  digitalin.  I  have  never  used  it,  but  would  suggest  it 
in  those  cases  attended  with  diarrhoea  of  undigested  food,  a  couditioD 
sometimes  observed  in  this  disease. 

Aconite  has  l)een  used  by  both  schools  in  Graves's  disease,  but  I 
have  never  seen  good  results  from  it  except  when  the  pulse  is  small, 
tense  and  rapid,  symptoms  which  are  rare,  but  have  sometimes  been 
observed.  Generally,  vaso-motor  paresis  is  present,  but  vaso-motor 
irritation,  with  great  vascular  tension,  has  been  observed. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Sequin,  New  York  Medical  Journal,  April  26,  1890, 
speaks  highly  of  aconitine  in  some  cases.  In  a  recent  lecture  on  this 
disease  he  says: 

"  The  two  new  measures  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to 
are,  first,  the  systematic  employment  of  aconitine,  and,  second, 
bandaging  of  the  protruding  eyeballs.  In  1884  I  rather  accident- 
ally discovered  that  aconitine  (the  crystallized  aconitine  of  Duques- 
nel)  exerted  a  powerful  reducing  influence  on  nervous  or  irritative 
fast  pulse,  i.e.,  a  fast  pulse  with  high  tension  and  normal  heart,easily 
distinguished  from  the  fast  pulseof  cardiac  disease  or  general  debility 
or  fever.     . 

''  (Of  course,  it  has   long   been  known  that  aconite  reduces  the 
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pulse.     I   refer  to  a  very  decided  effect  upon  a  special  sort  of  a 
pulse.) 

"  Aconitine  iu  granules  of  -^hf  ^^  *  grain  greatly  reduces  the 
pulse-rate  and  also  the  arterial  tension.  In  Basedow's  disease  I  give 
from  three  to  eight  pills  a  day  for  days  and  weeks,  occasionally  stop- 
ping for  a  few  days.  On  the  average,  it  is  necessary  to  give  two  pills 
three  times  a  day ;  under  this  the  pulse-rate  steadily  falls  from  the 
upper  limits  of  160  or  140  a  minute  to  below  100.  After  that  the 
fall  is  slower,  but  in  many  cases  goes  on  until  90,  80,  and  even  70 
beats  are  recorded  to  the  minute.  At  the  same  time  the  eyes  and  neck 
usually  improve.  This  treatment  occasionally  fails,  but  it  never  does 
any  harm.  I  have  ased  it  in  quite  a  number  of  cases,  some  without 
goitre  and  exophthalmia,  since  1884,  and  it  has  been  tried  with  good 
results  by  several  of  my  professional  friends.  At  the  same  time 
iodide  of  potassium  or  iron  may  be  given  and  galvanism  applied  in 
the  usual  way.'' 

Sirophardhua  is  certainly  more  efficacious  in  this  disease  than  digi- 
talis. Why  this  is  so  I  cannot  explain,  because  we  have  no  exten- 
sive provings  of  it.  I  imagine,  however,  that  its  action  is  more  upon 
the  accelerator  nerves  and  less  upon  the  intercardiac  ganglia.  It  has 
more  influence  on  the  thyroid  than  digitalis,  and  its  sedative  action  is 
more  lasting.  Once  the  pulse  becomes  slower,  it  does  not  regain  its 
quickness  for  many  days  after  its  use  is  suspended.  In  one  case  it 
cured  the  uterine  hemorrhages,  which  were  rapidly  reducing  the 
patient.  The  dose  varies  from  five  to  ten  drops  of  the  Ix  to  the 
same  quantity  of  the  tincture  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Dr.  Hammond  {loc,  cit.)^  of  New  York,  says:  "  Experiments  by 
Fraser,  Drasche,  and  Zerner  and  Loaw  show  that  strophanthus  pro- 
longs the  diastole  of  the  heart,  causes  it  to  beat  more  slowly,  and  to 
discharge  at  each  contraction  a  larger  quantity  of  blood  into  the  arte- 
rial system;  at  the  same  time  the  arteries  become  contracted.  These 
facts  are  clearly  expressed  in  an  article  in  the  Briiish  iledieal 
JoumaL 

''Bakadhuiji,  who  experimented  with  strophanthus  in  co-opera- 
tion with  Langgaard,  of  Berlin,  found  that  strophanthus  has  a 
marked  effect  upon  the  vagus.  They  report  also  that  the  respirations 
are  at  first  increased,  but  are  subsequently  slower  and  weakened. 
This  may  be  the  result  on  the  healthy  organism,  but  in  exophthalmic 
goitre,  at  least  in  the  cases  that  have  come  under  my  observation,  the 
respiration  becomes  slower  and  stronger,  while  the  power  of  expan- 
sion becomes  greater.  It  is,  therefore,  probable  that  strophanthus 
affects  the  central  respiratory  centre  as  well  as  the  vagus  centre.  If 
these  statements  are  true,  we  have  in  strophanthus  a  remedy  which 
would  exert  a  powerful  influence  in  subjugating  the  four  principal 
symptoms  of  exophthalmic  goitre,  namely,  the  exophthalmia,  the 
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enlargement  of  the  thyroid,  the  cardiac  rapidity,  the  shortened  respi- 
rations, and  the  diminished  chest  expansion.  Zerner  and  Loaw  have 
employed  strophanthns  with  success  in  this  disease.  Brower  reports 
three  very  interesting  cases  which  were  cured  by  this  drug  in  from 
four  to  six  weeks.  Three  cases  of  my  own  show  decided  improve- 
ment under  its  use.  Other  obnervers  have  used  it  with  ail  vantage, 
but  the  foregoing  case^  are  sufficient  to  show  its  practical  utility  in 
many  instances.  The  only  preparations  of  the  drug  which  can  be 
obtained  are  the  tincture  of  strophanthus  and  strophanthine.  The 
latter  is  hardly  available  for  therapeutic  purposes,  as  its  extreme 
potency  renders  its  use  dhngerous.  The  ordinary  dose  of  strophan- 
thine is  z^TiJs  of  a  grain/' 

Dr.  Hammond,  in  the  same  article,  says:  "The  other  remedy 
which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  is  the  carbazotate  of  ammo- 
nium. As  a  remedy  for  exophthalmic  goitre,  we  are  indebted  for 
its  discovery  to  my  clinical  assistant,  Dr.  A.  C.  Combes.  He  dis- 
covered it  accidentally  in  the  following  way:  A  patient  afflicted  with 
exophthalmic  goitre  consulted  him  nearly  a  year  ago.  She  had  been 
under  the  care  of  a  well-known  New  York  physician,  who,  not  recog- 
nizing the  nature  of  her  complaint,  and  thinking  she  was  snifering 
from  some  febrile  disease,  gave  her  the  carbazotate  of  ammonium. 
She  was  subsequently  told  the  name  of  her  disease,  and,  feeling  dis- 
satisfied with  her  physician,  she  left  him  and  consulted  Dr.  Combes. 
Dr.  Combes  found  that  under  the  drug  she  was  taking,  her  symptoms 
were  disappearing.  He  continued  the  remedy  with  excellent  results, 
and  has  since  used  it  on  five  cases,  and  in  all  of  them  with  benefit.  I 
have  used  it  on  three  cases  of  my  own  with,  I  think,  decidedly  good 
results.  Its  use  is,  however,  limited,  and  for  reasons  which  I  will  now 
mention  cannot  be  given  indefinitely.  Following  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Combes,  I  have  given  the  remedy  in  pill  form  (each  pill  containing 
one  grain  of  the  drug)  three  times  a  day  for  the  first  week.  In  the 
second  week,  two  pills  three  times  a  day  are  given,  and,  if  it  can  be 
borne,  three  pills  three  times  a  day  in  the  third  week.  The  physio- 
logical effects  of  the  drug  are  very  decided.  They  were  observed  by 
Dr.  Combes,  and  his  observations  have  been  verified  by  my  own. 
At  about  the  end  of  the  first  week  the  skin  and  conjunctivae  assume  a 
slight  saffron  color,  which  deepens  if  the  drug  is  persisted  in.  Then 
a  peculiarly  unpleasant  odor  emanates  from  the  body,  which  is  iden- 
tical with  that  produced  by  dirty  feet,  and  can  be  distinctly  noticed  if 
you  approach  within  six  or  eight  feet  of  the  patient.  Following  this, 
severe  gastric  disturbances  show  themselves. 

"  It  is  rarely  possible  that  patients  can  take  this  remedy  longer 
than  three  weeks,  but  while  they  take  it  the  effects  upon  the  heart, 
the  respiratory  tract,  and  the  exophthalmia  are  undoubted." 

This  drug,  called  by  Dr.  Hammond  "carbazotate  of  ammonium," 
is  known  to  us  under  the  name  of  ^^ picraie  of  ammonia"  in  which 
picric  add  is  the  real  efficient  agent.     An  examiuation  of  the  prov- 
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ingsand  physiological  experiments  given  in  Allen's  Encyc.  Mai,  Med,, 
shows  that  it  causes  many  of  the  prominent  symptoms  of  Basedow's 
disease,  viz.,  the  headache  with  throbbing  in  the  cerebral  arteries; 
pain  and  soreness  in  the  eyeballs ;  great  irritability  of  temper;  sen- 
sation as  if  a  band  encircled  the  chest;  palpitation  of  the  hesirt,  etc. 
But  it  is  doubtful  if  the  drug  is  really  homoeopathic  to  the  state  of 
the  heart.  In  the  cases  where  the  heart  was  slowed,  the  doses  were 
large  (from  A  grain  to  1  grain).  In  those  cases  the  pulse  fell  from 
70  and  75  to  55  and  50.  This  was  a  physiological  or  pathogenetic 
effect.  The  primary  effect  of  picric  acid  may  be  vaso-motor  paresis, 
with  increased  action  of  the  heart,  similarly  to  aurum,  spigelia  and 
glonoine ;  but  the  secondary  effect  may  be  the  opposite,  though  we 
do  not  really  know.  I  have  never  used  picrate  of  ammonia  or  picric 
acid  in  this  disease,  nor  would  I  use  it  or  advise  its  use  in  such  doses 
as  Hammond  advises.  There  may  be  cases  calling  for  its  use  as  a 
palliative  (homceopathically),  and  at  present  we  may  restrict  it  to 
them. 

Veratrum  viiide  has  been  used  in  exophthalmic  goitre.     The  fol- 
lowing case  is  reported  by  Dr.  Hutchins,  of  Madison,  Ind. : 

"Mrs.  B.  applied  to  me  for  treatment  July,  1879.  Height,  above 
medium;  weight,  ninety-three  pounds;  age,  thirty-five;  mother  of 
three  children;  her  condition,  ansemic;  greatly  debilitated  ;  heart  ap- 
parently much  dilated,  without  rhythm,  with  a  wallowing  move- 
ment; eye  glol)es  so  protuberant  as  almost  preventing  closure  of  lids, 
presenting  shocking  deformity;  goitre  not  measured,  but  very  promi- 
nent ;  mind  deranged.  She  had  suffered  with  this  malady,  gradually 
increasing  in  gravity,  for  twelve  years.  Had  been  under  the  treat- 
ment of  several  home  physicians,  and  finally,  while  visiting  in  Phila- 
delphia, consulted  a  physician  of  that  city,  who  diagnosticated  ex- 
ophthalmic goitre,  and  advised  her  to  return  home  immediately,  as 
she  was  liable  to  fall  dead  at  any  hour.  I  confirmed  his  diagnosis, 
and  placed  the  patient  on  tincture  veratrum  viride,  three  drops  morn- 
ing and  night,  to  be  gradually  increased  until  the  full  dose  possible 
to  tolerance  was  obtained.  At  first  the  three  drops  were  barely  toler- 
ated; four  drops  produce<l  such  weakness  as  to  oblige  her  to  take  to 
bed  for  a  short  time.  She  persevered,  however,  until  twelve  drops 
were  taken  morning  and  night  without  producing  nausea  or  any  in- 
convenience whatever.  This  dose  was  continued  twice  daily  for 
twelve  months,  then  dropped  to  one  dose  daily  for  a  few  following 
months.  The  improvement  of  the  patient  was  gradual  but  progres- 
sive, and  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  beginning  of  treat- 
ment the  goitre  had  disappeare^l,  the  eyeballs  had  retted  to  their 
normal  positicm,  the  mind  had  returned,  and  her  weight  was  ascer- 
tained to  be  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.     This  lady  was  seen  by 
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me  only  at  long  intervals  during  her  treatment,  but  she  faithfully 
obeyed  orders,  and  took  the  medicine  with  the  above  results.  She 
is  now  residing  in  this  city  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health.'^ 

This  is  a  case  remarkable  for  the  persistence  of  the  physician 
and  the  patience  of  the  patient.  Veratrum  viride  slows  the  heart 
without  causing  tension  of  the  arteries.  In  this  respect  it  is  unlike 
any  other  drug. 

Ofanuret  of  zinc  has  been  used  very  successfully  in  many  func- 
tional diseases  of  the  heart.  The  symptoms  are  violent  palpitation 
with  sudden  aggravations,  accompanied  by  angina-like  pain  and  a 
sense  of  suffocation,  with  vertigo  and  sudden  unconsciousness.  The 
pulse  is  quick  and  full,  and  there  is  general  throbbing,  with  an  in- 
ternal tremulous  feeling.  The  affinity  of  sine  for  the  brain,  cortex 
and  medulla  makes  it  applicable  to  some  forms  of  tachycardia  due 
to  paresis  of  the  motor  and  sensory  centres  in  the  medulla,  and  to 
cases  due  to  cerebral  exhaustion.     Dose,  2x  trit. 

Ferro-cyanuret  of  potassium  is  preferable  to  any  other  form  of  iron 
when  there  is  slow  and  progressive  anaemia  added  to  the  symptom 
indicating  the  zinc  cyan u ret.  Several  years  ago  I  treated  a  case  of 
chlorosis  and  Graves's  disease  with  this  ferric  salt.  The  improve- 
ment was  ra|)id  and  very  satisfactory.  I  used  the  Iz  trituration  in 
6-grain  doses  three  times  a  day. 

The  moral  treatment  should  not  be  neglected.  The  patients  should 
be  humored  in  their  whims;  not  contradicted,  but  treated  with  kind- 
ness and  consideration,  and  surrounded  by  the  best  social  influences. 
All  exciting  scenes  and  emotions  should  be  avoided. 

They  should  be  placed  in  a  climate  which  agrees  with  them,  avoid- 
ing the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  or  damp  localities. 

Prof.  Nothnagel,  of  Vienna,  in  the  course  of  a  clinical  lecture  on 
Graves's  disease,  summarizes  the  treatment  of  his  school  as  follows: 

'*  Digitalis,  according  to  common  experiences,  does  not  act  at  all  on 
the  tachycardia.  It  requires  some  firmness  not  to  give  this  drug,  but 
we  may  with  omfort  abstain  from  doing  so,  for  it  does  no  good.  The 
same  observation  applies  to  the  other  remedies  that  act  in  the  same 
way  as  digitalis.  An  effective  agent  against  the  palpitation  is  cold, 
in  the  form  of  an  ice-bag,  either  over  the  cardiac  region  or  over  the 
neck.  In  some  cases  the  palpitation,  restlessness  and  excitement  are 
made  to  disappear  or  are  diminished  by  the  application  of  cold  to  the 
neck  sooner  than  over  the  cardiac  region.  These  patients  ought  to  live 
quietly  and  to  avoid  coffee,  beer,  segars,  and  mental  and  bodily  ex- 
citement.    Little  or  nothing  is  to  be  expected  from  medicinal  reme- 
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dies.  According  to  the  moBt  recent  observations,  galvanism  through 
the  medulla  oblongata  and  cervical  sympathetic  is  the  best  treatment; 
but  this  treatment  must  be  regular  and  h)ng-continued,  and  should 
be  associated  with  a  hydro-therapeutic  course.  The  patient  is  then 
systematically  treated  in  a  cold-water  institution  with  tepid  half- 
baths,  irrigations,  wrapping  in  moist  linen  cloths  wrung  out,  and  the 
cold  spinal  bag.  By  this  means,  along  with  the  mental  quietness,  an 
improvement  in  the  condition  is,  in  many  cases,  brought  about.  Iron 
can  be  given  if  indic*ated.  Tn  other  cases,  when  patients  are  much 
excited,  bromide  of  sodium  or  potassium  may  be  exhibited  in  dories 
of  fifteen  grains  twice  or  thrice  daily.  An  important  means  of 
treatment,  but  one  that  can  only  be  carried  out  in  the  cases  ot  well- 
to-do  patients,  is  to  send  them  to  the  mountain  regions,  es|>ecially 
to  the  higher  altitudes.  By  such  a  sojourn  many  cases  are  consid- 
erably benefited." 

I  have  never  tried  such  treatment,  and  I  doubt  the  efficacy  of  cold 
applied  as  he  recommends. 

If  Nothnagel's  recommendation  of  high  altitudes  prove  valuable, 
some  elevations  of  the  Allegheny  or  Rocky  mountains  should  bead- 
vised,  but,  judging  from  the  effects  of  elevations  higher  than  five 
thousand  feet,  I  think  they  should  not  go  above  that  limit. 

Treatment  of  the  Goitre, — No  local  treatment  is  of  much  value. 
Applications  of  an  ointment  of  the  iodide  or  chloride  of  barium 
have,  in  a  few  of  my  cases,  seemed  to  decrease  its  size.  Phytolacca 
has  appeared  to  be  of  some  benefit ;  also  spongia.  Hypodermatic 
injections  of  iodine  and  ergotine  have  not  resulted  in  permanent  im- 
provement. 

Treatment  of  the  Exophthalmua. — No  special  treatment  has  been 
suggested,  until  of  late,  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Sequin,  who  says  in  a  recent 
paper,  /oe.  cit. : 

"  Bandaffing  of  the  eyes  has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
practiced.  In  the  last  two  years  I  have  tried  it  in  two  cuhes  with 
excellent  results ;  complete  reduction  of  the  exophthalmia  in  one 
case.  A  carefully  moulded  pad  of  soft  cotton  is  placed  over  each 
eye,  filling  the  orbit,  and  a  light  (of  not  more  than  three  turns)  flannel 
iMindage  applied  with  gentle  but  decided  pressure.  At  first  I  do  this 
for  only  an  hour  twice  a  day ;  later,  for  periods  of  two  or  four  hours. 
In  one  of  the  cases  the  bandage  was  applied  at  10  P.M.,  and  allowed 
to  remain  all  night.  During  the  prog^e^'S  of  the  second  case,  which, 
though  it  has  existed  for  at  least  three  years,  is  much  improved,  I 
have  made  occasional  ophthalmoscopic  examinations  without  de- 
tecting any  damage  due  to  the  pressure.  The  pressure  should  not 
be  great,  as  it  is  intended  simply  to  counteract  the  dilatation  of 
vessels  in  the  orbit,  which  is  the  usual  immediate  cause  of  the 
exophthalmia.'' 
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I  have  never  tried  this  method  of  compression  of  the  eyeballs,  nor 
do  I  remember  to  have  seen  any  previous  recommendation  of  it,  but 
I  can  see  no  harm  from  it  if  it  is  carefully  practiced. 


At  almost  the  same  date  that  Dr.  Hale  read  the  above  paper 
before  the  Illinois  State  Society,  Dr.  Sansom  treated  of  the  same 
subject  in  a  lecture  before  the  London  Medical  Society.  Dr.  iSan- 
som's  address  was  delivered  on  May  6th,  and  published  in  full  in 
the  Lancet  for  May  10th.  The  following  abstract  was  taken  from 
the  Medical  Record  for  June  7th,  and  may  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers: 

The  Medical  Society's  annual  "  Harveian  Oration  "  was  delivered 
on  Monday  last  by  Dr.  Sansom,  Physician  to  the  London  Hospital. 
Dr.  Sansom  took  for  his  subject  the  consideration  of  certain  cases  of 
abnormal  rapidity  of  the  heart's  action.  He  explained  that  he  did 
not  propose  to  consider  any  cases  in  which  valvular  or  other  organic 
heart  disease  was  found  to  precede  the  signs  of  morbid  acceleration. 
He  also  excludeil  cases  in  which  the  condition  of  rapidity  wus  asso- 
ciated with  states  of  disease  accepted  by  general  ex()erience  as  predis- 
posing causes  of  such  acceleration — such,  for  instance,  as  fever,  the 
direct  influence  of  certain  germs,  marked  ansemia,  haemorrhage,  the 
operation  of  certain  poisons  and  conditions  of  peripheral  irritation, 
such  as  the  presence  of  undigested  food  in  the  alimentary  canal,  and 
the  sometimes  pronounced  effects  of  intestinal  worms.  Dr.  Sansom 
also  excluded  cases  in  which  the  acceleration  was  solely  paroxysmal 
(** paroxysmal  hurry  of  the  heart"),  and  also  cases  of  palpitation, 
when  such  symptoms  occurred  in  the  case  of  a  heart  manifesting  at 
the  times  when  such  palpitation  was  absent  a  normal  rate  of  action. 
Restricting  his  review  of  cases  to  those  not  excluded  for  the  above 
reasons,  Dr.  Sansom  employed  the  term  "  The  Rapid  Heart"  to  des- 
ignate the  clinical  condition  met  with.  In  some  cases  there  was 
reason  to  believe  the  heart's  action  was  quickened  for  very  protracted 
periods.  The  limit  of  normal  frequency  was  fixed  by  the  orator  at 
90  in  the  ailult;  he  thought  we  must  regard  as  morbid  a  frequency 
excelling  this.  (In  children  the  cardiac  pulsations  were  normally 
much  more  rapid,  and  were  readily  excited  to  a  high  degree  of  fre- 
quency by  various  intrinsic  and  extrinsic  causes  )  There  were  sev- 
eral classes  of  cases  in  which,  in  adult  life,  a  long-persistent  abnormal 
rapidity  of  the  heart's  action  had  been  observed.  In  Graves'  disease 
the  pul?e-rate  might  be  100  or  150,  and  under  excitement  might  rise 
to  180  to  200;  this  a(»celeration  of  the  heart's  action  was  often  the 
first  sign,  and  might  be  for  long  periods  the  only  manifest  sign  of 
the  affection.  The  disease  was  serious  and  often  fatal,  and  the  chief 
cause  of  danger  was  in  the  cardiac  involvement;  in  fatal  cases  the 
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heart  was  constantly  found  dilated  and  hypertrophied,  but  in  no  con- 
siderable degree.  Another  class  of  cases  occurred  in  soldiers.  Dr. 
J.  M.  Da  Costa  applied  the  term  "  irritable  heart"  to  designate  an 
affection  he  observed  among  the  men  engaged  in  the  American  Civil 
War.  Dr.  Da  Costa  observed  more  than  three  hundred  cases  of 
I>ersistent]y  quick  action  of  the  heart,  and  many  of  them  manifested 
no  obvious  departure  from  health;  the  respiration-rate  was  not  quick- 
ened pari  pa,88u  with  the  pulse.  '^Bapid  heart"  had  also  been 
noticed  in  association  with  osteo-arthritis  by  Dr.  Kent  Spender,  of 
Bath,  who  said :  "  The  pulse  quickens  with  the  earliest  objective 
signs  of  osteo- arthritis,  there  is  a  gradual  rise  until  the  numerical 
frequency  of  110,  116,  or  120  is  reached,  and  there  is  scarcely  any 
physiological  variation  during  day  or  night.  And  the  cardiac  tumult 
does  not  always  subside,  even  when  the  osteo-arthritic  phenomena 
come  down ;  a  quickness  and  irritability  continue  which  no  medicine 
effectually  controls."  Cases  of  rapid  heart  without  notable  morbid 
association  also  occurred,  and  Dr.  Sansom  proceeded  to  consider  such 
cases  in  detal.  Dr.  Bristowe  had  published  nine  cases^  and  exclud- 
ing one  of  these  on  account  of  the  co-existence  of  organic  (valvular) 
disease,  and  another  because  the  symptoms  were  more  strictly  par- 
oxysmal, seven  cases  remained.  In  several  of  Dr.  Bristowe's  cases 
the  patients  were  unconscious  of  anythiog  abnormal.  Yet  five  out 
of  the  seven  cases  died  with  signs  which  seemed  to  show  that  the 
affection  was  in  casual  relation  with  the  deaths.  One  case  ended  in 
albuminuria  and  death  after  three  weeks.  In  another,  after  undue 
rapidity  of  heart — the  rate  being  from  200  to  260 — had  continued 
for  six  weeks,  agonizing  pain  at  the  pericardium  supervened,  and  the 
[Mitient  died  with  symptoms  of  pulmonary  obstruction  and  failing 
heart.  One  of  Dr.  Bristowe's  cases  was  ushered  in  by  an  attack  sup- 
posed to  be  a  sunstroke.  /Df  six  cases  mentioned  by  Dr.  Broadbent, 
one  became  hemiplegic  and  another  died  in  convulsions.  In  one 
fatal  case  recorded  by  Dr.  Bristowe,  the  heart  was  found  pod-raoriem 
to  be  somewhat  dilated  and  hypertrophied,  but  both  the  valves  and 
the  walls  were  healthy.  In  a  case  noted  by  Drs.  Dreschfeld  and 
Maguire,  in  which  there  was  a  history  both  of  syphilis  and  of  alco- 
holic excess,«the  heart  was  large  and  its  tissue  degenerated.  The 
question  arose  whether  the  affection  was  one  of  the  myocardium  or 
of  some  portion  or  portions  of  the  nervous  system.  Dr.  Bristowe 
thought  it  had  no  special  connection  with  cardiac  disease,  and  that 
dilatation  and  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  when  occurring  indepen- 
dently of  valvular  mischief,  were  the  slowly-developed  consequences 
and  not  the  causes  of  the  disturbance.  On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Sam- 
uel West  regarded  cases  of  paroxysmal  hurry  of  the  heart  as  due  to 
an  organic  lesion  of  the  muscular  substance,  which  might  be  in  some 
cases  a  form  of  chronic  interstitial  myocarditis,  consequent,  perhaps, 
on  rheumatic  pericarditis  or  on  syphilis,  and  thus  related  to  fibroid 
disease  of  the  myocardium. 
VOL,  XX  v.— 36 
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A  VISIT  TO  KARLSBAD. 

BY  JOS.   C.   QUERNSET,   H.D.,   PHILADELPHIA. 

Karubbad  is  nestled  in  the  valley  of  the  Tepl  river^  hemmed  in 
on  all  sides  by  towering  hills.  Any  one  who  has  visited  Mauch 
Chunk,  in  Pennsylvania,  can  form  a  fair  idea  of  the  situation  of 
Karlsbad,  as  the  two  have  ver}*  similar  surroundings.  Karlsbad  is 
pre-eminently  a  "cure  resort;"  and  to  the  cure,  as  practiced  here,  are 
three  main  factors:  1st.  The  numerous  springs,  the  water  of  which 
is  drunk,  and  the  baths;  2d.  Low  diet;  3d.  The  quiet  life  and  or- 
derly habits.  The  class  of  patients  usually  sent  here  are  those  suf- 
fering from  cardialgia,  ulcus  ventriculi,  dyspepsia  and  catarrhal  con- 
ditions Of  the  stomach ;  constipation,  intestinal  catarrh ;  liver  con- 
gested, fatty,  or  cirrhosed;  enlarged  spleen;  gall-stones,  gravel, 
catarrh  of  bladder,  prostatic  hypertrophy ;  anaemia;  gout;  adiposis; 
sciatica;  some  forms  of  skin  diseases  and  gynaecological  troubles. 
As  to  diabetes  authorities  differ — but  of  this  later.  The  number  of 
jaundiced  patients  seen  here,  with  skins  yellow  as  saflFron  and  often 
a  dingy-brown,  male  (many  of  them  army  officers)  and  female  is 
astounding.  Another  numerous  class  is  the  corpulent  or  obese,  who 
come  to  lose  their  superabundant  fat. 

The  narrow  little  river  Tepl,  filled  with  speckled  trout,  runs  its 
rapid  course  through  the  town,  and  is  kept  scrupulously  clean  by  the 
town  authorities.  The  whole  environs  of  Karlsbad  are  free  from 
stagnant  waters,  and  the  town  is  exempt  from  intermittent  fevers. 
The  climate  is  that  of  central  Germany,  and  the  best  proof  of  the 
clearness  and  salubrity  of  the  air  is  that  Karkbad  has  always  been 
free  from  pestilenfial  and  epidemic  diseases.  When  cholera  has  run 
riot  all  through  Europe  Karlsbad  has  stood  alone  without  a  single 
case! 

1.  The  Springs. — These  are  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  identical 
with  "Glauber's  salt."  There  are  twenty  or  more,  varying  in  tem- 
perature from  86°  up  to  166°  F.  Coming  from  the  same  basin,  or 
a  common  reservoir,  as  they  do,  they  all  have  the  same  ingredients, 
and  in  much  the  same  proportion.  The  solid  constituents  are  prin- 
cipally sulphate  of  soda,  carbonate  of  soda,  chloride  of  sodium  (the 
greatest  amount  being  the  first  named),  carbonate  of  lime,  of  mag- 
nesia, etc.  The  principal  difference  in  the  use — for  drinking — of  the 
springs  is  in  the  temperature;  and  the  local  wat^r  specialists  (physi- 
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cians)  largely  prescribe  for  their  cases  on  this  basis--^'  use  water  of 
such  and  such  a  temperature/'  The  hours  at  Karlsbad  are  rigor- 
ously "  early  to  rise  and  early  to  bed/'  Before  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  patients,  or  guests,  undergoing  the  ^  cure/' are  seen 
streaming  in  swarms  to  the  respective  springs  from  which  they  are  to 
drink — the  Muhlbrunn,  Marktbrunn,  Schlossbrunn  and  Sprudel 
perhaps  leading  in  popularity.  Even  at  this  early  hour  the  crowd 
soon  becomes  so  great  that  long  lines  are  formed  at  each  spring,  and 
a  thirsty  soul  will  sometimes  be  as  long  as  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
slowly  working  up  for  his  turn  to  drink.  Every  person  carries  his 
or  her  cup  hung  by  a  strap  around  the  neck.  Arriving  at  the  spring, 
the  cup  is  placed  in  its  order  upon  the  receiving  stand,  is  handed  to 
a  girl,  who  stoops  and  hands  it  down  to  a  second  girl,  who  stoops 
and  hands  it  to  a  third  girl,  who  (ills  it  with  the  water  and  hands  it 
to  a  girl  alx>ve  her,  who  hands  it  to  the  next  girl  above  her,  who 
places  it  in  its  order  on  the  receiving  stand  on  the  side  opposite  to 
where  the  cup  started.  This  is  the  order  observed  at  the  deeper 
springs.  Where  the  water  has  been  brought  to  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  the  cup  is  simply  received  and  filled.  But  the  deeper  springs 
are  the  more  popular.  At  the  Sprudel  springs  (the  hottest  of  all, 
166°  F.)  the  water  rises  with  great  force,  amid  clouds  of  steam,  sev- 
eral fvet  into  the  air ;  to  obtain  the  water,  cups  are  placed  on  the  ends 
of  poles  eight  to  ten  feet  long,  and  then  reached  into  the  springs 
Having  received  his  water  from  his  particular  spring  the  recipient 
moves  to  one  side,  and  slowly  and  solemnly  sips  it.  The  taste,  the 
same  at  all  springs,  is  not  unpleasantly  saline,  enlivened  with  a  little 
carbonic  acid  gas.  The  dose  is  from  one-half  to  a  whole  cup ;  then 
he  takes  a  short  walk,  or  sits  down  for  a  little  conversation,  and  in 
ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  repeats  the  dose.  This  is  done  from 
three  to  six  times.  The  water  is  almost  universally  taken  in  the 
early  morning,  on  an  empty  stomach,  although  a  very  few  drink 
again  toward  evening.  From  six  to  eight  o'clock  the  bands  of  music 
play  in  the  Sprudel  colonnade,  and  at  the  Muhlbrunn^  This  music 
with  the  throngs  of  people  slowly  moving  to  and  fro,  and  the  sound 
of  every  language  in  the  world  being  spoken,  produces  an  effect  to 
be  seen  only  at  Karlsbad. 

Baths. — ^The  baths  form  quite  a  feature  of  the  cure ;  they  princi- 
pally consist  of  the  Sprudel- waters,  vapor  or  Russian  (Dampfbad), 
and  the  Mud-baths  (Moor-bad).  Printed  signs  at  the  "Cur-haus," 
where  these  baths  are  taken,  announce  '^  Genuine  Pine  Needle  Baths." 
This  consists  in  mixing  a  bottle  of  the  Pine  Needle  extract  into  the 
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water  of  a  Sprudel-water  bath.  Very  hot  temperature  in  any  of 
these  baths,  except  the  steam  or  Russian,  is  not  favored  here;  they 
average  from  27°  to  30°  R.  (from  90°  to  100°  F.).  The  baths  are 
taken  during  the  forenoon  and  in  the  afternoon.  The  mineral  or 
Sprudel-bath  is  used  as  an  adjuvant  to  assist  the  general  water  cure; 
to  promote  circulation;  to  reduce  abdominal  plethora,  eta  The 
"  Mud-bath  "  consists  of  a  rich  black  peat,  which  comes  from  Fran- 
zersbad,  a  watering  place  near  Karlsbad ;  this  is  mixed  with  the 
Sprudel  water,  and  is  then  worked  into  a  soft,  sticky,  clinging^ass. 
I  have  tried  all  these  baths,  and  I  find  the  '' Moor-bad '^  a  special 
delight  and  luxury.  The  only  trouble  is  to  bring  yourself  to  get 
into  the  mixture.  Once  fairly  in — dolce  far  nierUe  /  /  It  is  pre- 
scribed for  nervousness,  sciatica,  lumbago,  gout,  insomnia,  etc.,  and 
for  female  weaknesses.  Many  cases  of  prolapsus  uteri,  accompanied 
by  that  "  terrible,  dragging-down  pain  and  broken-in-half  sensation" 
do  obtain  relief  from  these  baths.  The  Russian  steam-baths  are  on 
the  same  principle  here  as  elsewhere. 

2.  Diet. — Between  half-past  seven  and  eight  o'clock  (morning), 
the  crowds,  which  have  been  steadily  increasing  since  six  o'clock, 
begin  to  surge  from  the  springs  to  the  numerous  cafds.  These  are 
in  large  rooms,  restaurants,  and  they  also  consist  largely  of  small 
tables  in  the  open  air,  under  the  trees.  To  one  of  these  caf^s,  or  to 
a  little  table,  the  patient  strolls,  carrying  in  his  hand,  in  a  red  paper 
bag,  his  favorite  brand  of  bread  which  he  has  just  purchased  at  one 
of  the  bakeries.  There  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty  different  styles  of 
bread  in  Karlsbad,  varying  from  the  unsweetened  familiar  "Vienna 
roll "  to  the  crisp,  well-sweetened  "  coffee-bread."  He  orders  his 
coffee  or  tea,  usually  the  former,  and  one  or  two  eggs.  This  is 
his  breakfast — only  this  and  nothing  more.  At  noon,  from  12.30 
to  1  o'crlock,  the  cafes  begin  to  fill  up  again,  and  a  full  meal  is  taken, 
consisting  of  a  light  soup,  roast  meat,  with  a  vegetable  or  two  and  a 
glass  of  beer  or  wine,  or  Griesshubler  water,  which  is  a  mild  sort  of 
apollinaris,  and  comes  from  a  spring  a  few  miles  from  Karlsbad.  At 
six  o'clock,  or  shortly  after,  comes  the  last  meal  of  the  day — cold 
meat,  an  egg,  milk,  etc.  The  coffee  is  most  excellent;  the  milk  and 
eggs  are  fresh  and  delicious.  The  chief  vegetables  are  potatoes,  car- 
rots, spinach  and  cauliflower;  a  few  peas  and  string- beans,  appar- 
ently canned.  One  who  is  not  "taking  the  cure"  can,  of  course, 
live  more  generously,  and  can  obtain  a  wider  range  of  diet  than  the 
above.  But  the  variety,  at  best,  is  not  large,  and  the  well-fed  Amer- 
ican visiting  this  place  merely  from  curiosity,  or  staying  with  a  friend 
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who  is  ander  treatment,  will  sigh  in  vain  for  the  lavish  "  bill  of  fare  *' 
handed  him  at  any  leading  hotel  in  an  American  city.  For  instance, 
perhaps  because  it  is  forbidden  to  those  drinking  the  waters,  fruit 
is  scarce.  I  have  been  here  over  five  weeks,  and  now,  June  12th,  I 
have  seen  only  the  following:  Lemons,  fairly  good ;  oranges  poor, 
thick-skinned  and  no  juice;  wild  strawberries,  small  and  tasteless; 
cherries,  not  sweet.  I  do  not  know  how  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  fruit  may  be  later  in  the  season ;  but,  all  things  considered, 
Karltbad  is  not  a  place  for  the  gourmand  or  bon  vivant. 

3.  Quiet  AND  Orderly  Habits. — Yes!  the  life  here  is  quiet 
and  orderly;  it  is  quiet  enough,  save,  perhaps,  for  the  bands  of 
music,  for  the  strictest  denizen  of  Ocean  Grove,  Ne  <v  Jersey ;  though 
neither  high  license  nor  prohibition  prevail  here,  quite  the  contrary, 
indeed,  there  is  no  rioting,  noise  or  loud  talk.  The  gay  belie  of 
Saratc^  or  White  Sulphur  Springs  would  be  sadly  at  a  loss  for  her 
gayety,  for  there  are  no  hops,  no  garden  parties,  and  no  late  hours. 
People  come  here  to  get  welly  and  they  make  such  a  serious  matter  of 
"getting  well,*'  that  everything  bends  to  this  one  end.  There  is  a 
theatre  here,  and  an  opera-house,  but  in  both,  the  performance  begins 
at  half-past  six,  and  is  over  at  nine  o'clock.  All  the  "Abend  Kon- 
zerts*'  begin  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  and  the  last  note  is  played  as 
the  clock  strikes  nine.  The  people  immediately  go  to  their  lodgings, 
and  by  9.30  or  10  o'clock  there  are  but  few  persons  to  be  seen  in  the 
streets,  all  the  town  being  wrapped  in  slumber. 

The  hills  surrounding  Karlsbad  are  threaded  by  the  most  delight- 
ful walks  imaginable,  along  gravelled  pathways  that,  though  they 
aggregate  from  forty  to  fifty  miles,  are  kept  in  the  most  perfect  order 
and  absolute  cleanliness  by  the  town  authorities.  The  dead  leaves 
are  carefully  raked  off;  holes  or  ruts  are  repaired  on  sight;  loose 
stones  are  removed,  etc.  Towers  are  planted  on  several  of  the  hill 
summits,  varying  in  height  from  1636  feet  to  2086  feet,  and  afford 
charming  views  of  the  country  around. 

Why  these  admirably  kept  walks?  Because  they  form  a  great 
part  of  the  "  (Mre!^^  Along  them,  and  up  the  banks  of  the  pictu- 
resque Tepl  river,  which  in  a  degree  resembles  our  own  Wissa- 
hickon,  every  one  strolls  by  order  of  the  doctors,  during  the  hours 
from  breakfast  to  dinner.  After  dinner  comes  more  strolling  or 
sitting  and  listening  to  the  music.  There  are  several  bands  in  Karls- 
bad ;  every  afternoon  from  four  to  six,  and  evening,  th^y  have  their 
regular  places  to  play  at.  There  is  also  considerable  driving  about 
in  carriages  to  adjacent  points  of  interest,  as  notably  to  "  Giessbubl," 
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a  romantic  drive  among  tlie  Bohemian  hills^  distant  about  two  hours. 
And  some  ride  or  drive  the  patient  donkeys. 

What  00868  should  not  come  to  Karlsbad  f 

Dr.  Theodor  Kafka,  a  courteous  gentleman,  is  the  only  representa- 
tive of  our  school  of  practice  in  Karlsbad.  He  has  been  there  fur 
eighteen  or  twenty  years,  and  from  his  large  practice  has  gained  an 
ample  experience*  He  has  made  considerable  study  of  the  above 
question  and  has  deduced  the  following  oonclusious,  which  I  have 
no  doubt  are  mainly  correct ;  • 

'^  1.  All  the  febrile  phlogistic  diseases  and  the  acute  exanthemas. 

"2.  An  excessive  irritability  of  the  vascular  system,  if  the  mens- 
truation and  the  hsefraorrhoidal  flux  are  too  copious. 

^'3.  Tuberculosis  and  pulmonary  phthisis;  all  considerable  suppu- 
ration of  external  ami  internal  organs;  ulcerated  carcinoma  of  all 
organs;  syphilitic  ulcers. 

"4.  Weakness  from  old  age  and  all  morbid  conditions,  with 
feebleness  of  the  vital  power  and  ans^nia. 

'*  5.  The  following  organic  lesions:  aneurism,  atheroma  of  the 
great  vessels  of  the  heart  and  anchylosis. 

**  6.  Pregnancy  in  very  feeble  women,  who  are  very  thin,  ansemic 
and  with  a  disposition  to  miscarriage  and  to  hemorrhages. 

"  The  use  of  Karlsbad  is  useless,  though  not  absolutely  noxious, 

"1.  In  secondary  syphilis. 

'^  2.  In  all  important  nervous  diseases,  in  epilepsy,  and  in  paral- 
ysis. 

^^  3.  In  organic  faults  and  degenerations.. 

^^4.  In  cartilaginous  indurations,  the  fibrosarcoma  and  abdominal 
tubercle. 

^^5.  Against  the  large  calculi  existing  in  the  kidneys  and  the 
bladder.'^ 

Dr.  Horatio  R.  Bigelow,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgicai 
Journal^  August  11  and  18,  1887,  quotes  the  above  and  then  says: 
"  I  would  add  to  this  list : 

"  6.  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys. 

"  7.  Diseases  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord. 

'^  8.  Malignant  degenerations  (as  the  waters  often  h:isten  death)." 

What  is  it  that  cures  at  Karlsbad  ? 

To  my  mind  it  is  :  1.  The  living  in  the  open  air,  Karlsbad  life 
is  entirely  an  open  air  life — walking,  eating,  sitting  and  resting  in 
the  open  air. 

2.  The  quiet  and  restful  life  one  leads  here ;    the  early  hours  he 
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keeps ;    the  entire  abnegation  of  fashion's  freaks  and  follies ;    the 
plain  diet. 

3.  The  influence  of  the  place  upon  the  patient's  mind.  He  conies 
here  believing  he  will  get  well,  and  intending  to  get  well.  He 
therefore  rigorously  leads  the  hygienic  life  that  best  conduces  to  such 
an  end. 

4.  The  fun  of  going  to  the  springs  in  the  early  morning  hours  and 
tpcUcInng  the  zealous  enthusiasts  slowly  sipping  their  water,  as  though 
their  cure  really  depended  upon  the  imbibing  of  a  given  amount  of 
it ;  inhaling  the  pure,  sweet  and  cool  air  as  yet  un warmed  by  the  early 
sun ;  and  the  delight  of  listening  to  the  well  trained  bands  that  dis- 
course ravishing  music.  But  does  the  water  itself  play  no  part  in 
the  cure  ?  Yes,  I  think  the  heat  o£  the  water  is  decidedly  beneficial. 
But  the  chemical  or  medicinal  properties  of  the  waters  I  do  not 
approve  of  for  general  use.  Karlsbad  water  can  only  prove  helpful 
and  curative  to  those  patients  whose  symptoms  correspond  to  the 
waters. 

HomoBopathicatty, — I  have  seen  cases  here  which  were  directly 
injured,  and  their  condition  made  worse,  by  these  waters.  Many 
homoeopathic  physicians  have  had  experience  with  patients  who  have 
taken  the  waters  at  medicinal  spring  summer  resorts,  and  who  have 
been  very  sick  as  a  result.  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  hot  water  as  a 
remedial  agent  in  many  troubles;  and  to  a  patient  of  mine  visiting 
Karlsbad  I  would  say,  '^  drink  a  certain  amount  of  plain  hot  water 
every  morning  on  an  empty  stomach,  take  the  homoeopathic  wmiZ/mwwi 
from  your  own  case  and  follow  strictly  the  Karlsbad  way  of  life — 
early  hours,  open  air,  exercise,  no  excitement." 

Gall  Stones. — From  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Karlsbad  waters  are  homoeopathic  to  many  cases  of  gall 
stone.  Certainly  many  and  remarkable  cures  have  been  reported. 
The  most  eminent  authorities  assert  that  the  water  does  not  dissolve 
the  stones,  but  its  curative  action  is  wrought  by  thinning  the  bile 
and  restoring  it  to  a  normal  condition,  ''  thus  the  formation  of  fresh 
concretions  is  evidently  prevented."  Dr.  Kafka,  referred  to  above, 
writes  in  his  brochure,  ^'  Karlsbad  water  not  only  facilitates  the 
passage  of  the  small  stones  already  present,  but  it  dissolves  also 
biliary  matter  in  process  of  transformation  into  calculi,  and  delays 
for  a  long  time  the  formation  of  new  calculi."  I  fully  believe  that 
many  persons  suffering  from  gall  stones  would  be  benefited  by  a 
sojourn  at  Karlsbad. 

Diabetes. — Here  is  a  decidedly  mooted  point ;  and  eminent  au- 
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thorities  differ  widely  as  to  whether  the  waters,  per  se,  are  curative. 
It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  cases  of  diabetes  do  improve  here  ;  and, 
in  all  probability,  the  chief  if  not  only  factor  in  this  improvement  is 
the  strict  attention  paid  to  anti-diabetic  diet.  A  patient  can  be  more 
rigidly  held  down  to  diet  here  than  any  place  I  know  of.  He  is 
certainly  freer  from  temptations  to  err  in  this  than  he  could  possibly 
be  in  his  own  home. 

Adiposis. — Many  there  be  who  sing  praises  to  Karlsbad  for  the 
relief  they  have  had  in  losing  pounds  upon  pounds  of  their  ^^  too,  too 
solid  mountain  of  flesh/'  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  this  improve- 
ment also  to  the  low  and  anti-fat  diet,  to  the  constant  walking,  and 
to  the  warm  baths.  There  are  cases  known  here  where  patients  have 
lost,  in  a  two  months'  stay,  sixty  pounds,  or  a  pound  daily,  and  this, 
too,  without  any  apparent  ill  effect  to  the  loser;  indeed,  his  general 
health  and  bodily  comfort  seem  much  improved  in  every  way. 

There  are  also  many  remarkable. cures  of  gout  and  gravel  reported 
—due,  mejudice,  to  the  mode  of  life  here,  and  when  the  medicinal 
effect  of  the  waters  is  homoeopathic,  as  it  seems  to  be  in  many  cases 
of  the  above. 

My  theme' is  tempting;  did  time  and  space  permit,  I  would  be 
glad  to  go  more  deeply  into  the  matter,  and  write  in  detail  of  all 
the  class  of  ills  which  come  here  for  aid.  But,  as  this  may  not  be, 
I  will  now  refer  to  the  cost  of  residence  here,  and  the  most  attractive 
place.  There  are  any  quantity  of  lodgings,  and  they  accommodate 
over  28,000  annual  visitors.  They  can  be  had  at  all  prices,  but  the 
most  expensive  do  not  cost  so  much  as  one  would  pay  for  the  same 
accommodations  at  Saratoga  or  Cape  May.  The  "Grand  Hotel 
Pupp"  has  the  prettiest,  and,  all  things  considered,  most  convenient 
location.  Every  one  staying  at  Karlsbad  passes  and  repasses  here ; 
there  is  abundance  of  music,  fine  large  caf6s,  both  open  air  and  en- 
closed in  glass,  etc.  It  is,  too,  probably  the  most  fashionable.  It  is 
always  full,  and  rooms  are  engaged  months  in  advance.  Residence 
on  the  Schlossberg  street  is  also  very  desirable,  and  on  account  of 
its  elevation  the  air  is  sweet  and  pure. 

I  must  make  a  closing  remark  on  the  Karlsbad  waters.  Whatever 
efficacy  they  may  possess  is,  in  the  opinion  of  able  judges,  greatly 
impaired  if  not  wholly  lost  when  bottled  and  transported.  Writes 
Kafka :  **  The  action  of  the  water  is  entirely  different  when  exported 
in  bottles  or  imitated  artificially,  showing  that  elements  of  which 
chemistry  has  only  disclosed  traces  play  an  active  part  in  the  cures 
effected  by  these  waters Tlie  waters  of  Karlsbad  work  only 


1890.]       Value  of  Concomitance  and  Sequence  of  Symptoms,  537 

their  wonderful  and  extraordinary  effect  when  one  drinks  them  at  the 
springs  themselves ;  the  carbonic  acid  evaporates  in  the  transport." 
Writes  Bigelow,  quoted  above:  "  There  is,  too,  potentiality  for  good 
in  these  waters  taken  at  their  natural  temperature,  with  their  proper 
admixture  of  carbonic  acid.  A  potentiality  which  no  imitation  can 
possibly  obtain,  and  which,  even  the  bottled  waters  will  fail  to  ac- 
complish. Chemical  combinations  become  changed,  not  only  in  their 
molecular  formation,  but  in  their  therapeutic  action,  by  the  action  of 
heat.  Proof  is  not  wanting  that  cases  in  America,  under  the  most 
intelligent  handling  and  favorable  circumstances,  failed  to  respond 
to  a  therapeutical  system  based  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  ingredients 
of  the  Karlsbad  waters/' 

To  the  foregoing  I  will  add,  that  the  mere  losing  of  temperature 
is  not  all,  for  when  reheated,  before  being  uncorked,  their  virtue  is 
not  re-established. 


ON  THE  VALUE  OF  CONCOMITANCE  AND  SEQUENCE  OF  SYMPTOMS. 

BY  M.   W.  YANDENBURQ,  A.M.,   M.D.,   PORT  EDWARD,   N.   Y. 

(Read  before  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.) 

The  basic  doctrine  of  homceopathy  is,  that  to  cure  a  natural  dis- 
ease by  the  shortest,  safest  and  surest  method,  it  should  be  matched, 
in  all  its  important  and  leading  manifestations,  by  a  sickness  that  has 
been  produced  upon  some  healthy  person,  as  the  direct  result  of  the 
action  of  some  drug,  and  that  this  drug,  when  administered  in  small 
doses,  or  in  repeated  small  doses,  will  invariably  cure  the  natural 
disease. 

The  claim  of  homoeopathy  is,  that  any  substance,  which,  taken 
into  the  healthy  system,  deranges  the  state  of  health  and,  as  a  direct 
result,  produces  sickness,  may  be  used  to  cure  a  very  similar  natural 
sickness,  and  that  it  will  invariably  cure  such  sickness. 

When  a  homoeopathic  prescription  fails  to  cure,  the  fault  is  gen- 
erally laid  at  the  doctor's  door,  and  among  the  excuses  given  are 
the  following: 

First.  Some  diseases  are  incurable,  or  seem  to  be,  as  far  as  we  can 
see. 

Second.  There  comes  a  time  when  the  forces  of  life  must  yield  to 
the  inevitable ;  death  is  certain  for  all. 
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Third.  A  most  comforting  doctrine,  to  account  for  the  incurable 
cases,  has  lately  been  evolved  from  the  inner  consciousness  of  a  dis- 
ciple of  Hahnemann,  to  wit :  that  incurable  diseases  are  so,  because 
they  do  not  manift^st  all  their  symptoms. 

These  three  excuses  lay  the  blame  on  the  nature  of  the  disease; 
they  are  all,  to  a  certain  extent,  fallacious. 

The  first,  that  some  diseases  are  incurable,  begs  the  question,  and 
is  without  warrant  from  a  scientific  standpoint.  Many  diseases,  for- 
merly so  regarded,  have  proven  curable  under  the  reign  of  a  broader 
knowledge. 

The  second  is  of  a  like  character.  Death  should  never  come  to  a 
person  who  has  maintained  a  proper  hygienic  life,  and  been  free 
from  accidents,  and  from  inherited  evils,  except  as  a  painless  vanish- 
ing of  the  vital  force.  Disease  has  no  place  here,  under  a  perfect 
homoeopathic  treatment. 

The  third,  that  all  diseases  do  not  manifest  their  symptoms,  is  a 
subterfuge.     Old  Hahnemann  has  called  it  by  about  the  same  name. 

It  now  remains  to  impugn  the  law,  or  to  look  for  the  excuse  else- 
where. As  to  the  law, "  every  carefully  conducted  experiment "  will 
prove,  that  the  thoroughly  homoeopathic  remedy  will  invariably, 
rapidly,  thoroughly  and  |)ermanently  cancel  and  turn  into  health  the 
totality  of  symptoms  of  the  diseased  conditions  (S.  25)."  All  genu- 
ine homoeopathic  experience  turns  this  way.  No  counter  tide  has 
ever  been  established  by  any  carefully  conducted  experiments. 

As  shown  alx)ve,  failure  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease ;  hence,  we  must  look  elsewhere  for  the  cause. 

The  reason  for  failure  most  frequently  assigned  by  the  would-be- 
critic,  is,  the  doctor  did  not  study  his  case  carefully  enough,  or  he 
did  not  study  his  materia  medicawith  sufficient  attention. 

Doubtless,  the  blame  does  often  lie  here;  experience  proves  this 
when  some  one  else  steps  in  and  cures  the  case. 

Another  cause  of  failure,  one  mentioned  by  Hahnemann  (Ss.  162, 
163),  is,  the  exact  antitype  of  the  disease  cannot  always  be  found  in 
the  proven  drugs ;  it  does  not  exist.  As  Hahnemann  pointed  out, 
the  excuse  in  this  direction  should  grow  less  and  less  with  every 
fresh  addition  to  our  materia  medica.  This  is  doubtless  true,  if  all 
the  additions  were  reliable.  But  it  is  undeniable  that  a  large  bulk 
of  material  has  crept  into  the  symptom  list,  that  is  only  very  impei^ 
fectly  demonstrated;  this  greatly  increases  the  bulk,  dilutes  the  reli- 
able part,  and  casts  a  suspicion  over  the  whole.  The  physician,  for 
the  most  part,  goes  to  a  list  of  symptoms,  wholly  undistinguishable 
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as  to  their  origin,  all  placed  on  the  same  footing,  and  from  this  he 
must  construct  his  disease  antitype. 

Here  is  the  real  cause  for  failure,  and  one  that  must,  in  the  future, 
be  remedied.  When  that  has  been  properly  done,  it  will  l)e  found, 
there  is  less  excuse;  that  the  counterpart  of  this  disease  does  not 
exist  in  proven  remedies. 

There  remains  still  another,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  a  very  serious 
reason  for  failure  in  prescribing,  and  that  is,  the  faulty  arrangement 
of  accepted  materia  medica,  which  is  not  only  misleading,  but,  also, 
unavoidably  misrepresenting,  as  to  facts,  and  with  a  direct  tendency 
to  subvert  the  application  of  the  homoeopathic  principle. 

To  avoid  confusion,  let  ns  again  recur  to  fundamental  principles. 
From  these  it  naturally  follows,  that  the  sickness  produced  by  the 
drug  should,  in  all  its  important  points,  resemble  the  natural  dis- 
ease. In  other  words,  if  you  were  called  to  see  a  patient  who  had 
been  poisoned  by  belladonna  and  were  told  it  was  a  natural  disease, 
yon  would,  first  of  all,  think  of  giving  belladonna. 

Ordinary  observation  establishes  the  fact,  that  in  the  cycle  of  every 
natural  sickness,  the  group  of  symptoms  changes  from  day  to  day  as 
the  disease  progresses.  Certain  symptoms  belong  to  the  onset,  others 
to  the  height,  others  still  to  the  decline.  This  is  equally  true  of 
drug-diseases,  as  shown  in  drug-proving. 

If  now  we  bear  in  mind  the  theory  everywhere  urged  from  Hahne- 
mann's time  to  our  own,  that  it  is  the  totality  of  present  symptoms 
that  must  be  met  by  the  drug-sickness,  we  will  see  at  once  how  futile 
would  be  a  diagnostic  picture  of  the  case,  were  the  symptoms  of  the 
rise  of  the  disease,  its  height,  and  its  decline  commingled  and  blended 
in  one  impossible  group. 

If  this  be  true  of  the  natural  sickness,  how  can  it  be  supposed  to 
be  less  futile  with  regard  to  the  drug-sickness  ?  What  is  there  in 
the  homoeopathic  law,  or  in  experience  that  warrants  the  indiscrim- 
inate commingling  of  symptoms  from  the  beginning,  the  middle, 
and  the  end  of  a  drug-sickness,  into  one  impossible  drug-picture? 

Nay  more,  what  is  there  to  warrant  the  taking  of  one  symptom 
fVom  A,  another  from  B,  another  from  C,  and  so  on  od  infinitum 
to  construct  an  impossible  drug- picture."^ 

Hahnemann  attributes  to  each  drug  certain  definite  powers,  and  in 
this  he  is  probably  correct.     But  there  is  in  these  peculiar  drug 

*  I  am  well  aware  of  Hahoemann's  theory  regarding  epidemic  diseases  and 
epidemic  remedies,  Org.  8.  101,  102.  But  this  seems  to  me  of  very  limited  appli- 
cation. 
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powers  as  combined  in  each  drug,  also  a  certain  oon-agsociatiou,  a 
certain  concomitance  of  appearance,  that  marks  their  manifestation, 
and  which)  within  certain  limits  is  not  overstepped  in  any  drug-prov- 
ing ;  and  it  is  this  concomitance  that  contributes  more  than  anything 
else,  to  the  absolute  certainty  of  a  homoeopathic  cure.  As  far  as  my 
own  experience  and  observation  have  gone,  ooncomitanoe  of  sjfmptcms 
in  a  drug-proving  seems  to  be  necessary  to  insure  a  cure;  and  failure 
has  never  followed  when  this  element  has  been  present. 

I  do  not  stand  alone  in  the  opinion  that  concomitance  is  an  impor- 
tant element  to  be  considered  in  selecting  symptoms  to  form  the 
antitype  of  the  diagnosed  natural  sickness. 

Carroll  Dunham  says  on  this  point  (vol.  ii.,  p.  54),  "you  must 
study  the  connection  and  succesi^ion  of  symptoms,  to  be  able  to 
prescribe  in  this  large  viewed  way  for  your  patient." 

But  connection  and  succession  of  symptoms  is  just  what  the  Hahne- 
mannian arrangement  most  persistently  ignores. 

What  is  the  result? 

First,  there  is  a  visible  falling  away  from  strict  homoeopathic 
principles  among  homoBopaths  themselves.  After  having  laboriously 
constructed  a  drug-diagnosis  to  correspond  to  the  sickness-diagnosis, 
the  physician  finds  that  it  does  not  invariably  cure  his  patient.  He 
is  not  conscious  of  any  lack  of  diligence  on  his  part,  and  he  comes  to 
suspect  his  tools.  If  a  workman  uses  incorrect  tools,  he  will  arrive 
at  correct  results  only  by  chance,  not  by  skill,  and  it  is  by  chance 
rather  than  by  skill  that  a  correct  drug-picture  is  constructed  from 
the  received  materia  medica  of  to-day. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  to  again  reiterate  my  principles  of  faith,  I 
will  say  that  I  believe,  when  any  case  of  natural  sickness  is  properly 
diagnosed  as  to  its  totality  of  present  symptoms,  and  with  due  regard 
to  its  past  history,  and  when  this  totality  has  been  matched  by  a  drug- 
sickness  as  manifested  in  its  totality  at  a  similar  stage  of  its  progress, 
and  with  a  due  regard  to  its  past  history — then  the  natural  disease 
will  invariably  be  cured  and  obliterated  in  its  whole  extent  by  a  very 
small  dose,  or  by  small  doses  frequently  repeated  of  the  drug  thus 
determined. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  homoeopathic  law  in  its  real  essence, 
and  I  believe  every  carefully  conducted  experiment,  and  every 
genuine  ex{)erience  will  prove  it  tnte. 
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THE  TREATMENT  OF  ENDOCARDIAL  COMPLICATIONS  IN  THE  DISEASES 

OF  CHILDREN 

BY  WILLIAM  W.  VAN  BAUN,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
(Read  before  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  June  19,  1890.) 

The  intimate  association  of  rheumatic  arthritis^  chorea  and  endo- 
<2arditis,  together  with  the  well-established  fact  that  endocarditis  ia 
not  a  primary  or  idiopathic  condition,  if  we  omit  direct  injury  as  a 
cause,  gives  to  the  subject  of  the  preventive  and  remedial  treatment 
of  endocardial  complications  a  far-reaching  importance.  In  consid- 
ering the  diseases  with  which  an  acute  cardiac  inflammation  is  apt  to 
be  associated,  rheumatism  naturally  stands  out  in  bold  relief.  So 
well  is  this  relationship  understood  in  pronounced  cases,  that  the  at- 
tendant is  at  once  on  his  guard  for  the  cardiac  attack.  The  impor- 
tant point,  however,  is  the  recognition  of  the  danger  of  the  heart  in 
cases  in  which  the  symptoms  are  not  well  defined  or  are  altogether 
wanting.  *The  successful  handling  of  endocarditis  depends  on  its 
early  discovery  and  treatment ;  it  is,  therefore,  essential  always  to  be 
on  the  alert  for  the  possible  complication.  For  example,  children 
suffering  from  slight  attacks  of  fever,  with  obscure  pains,  should  sug- 
gest to  our  minds  two  good  points  of  routine  practice ;  first,  to  make 
frequent  examinations  of  the  heart  with  the  stethoscope,  and  secondly, 
to  search  carefully  for  joint  tenderness,  remembering  that  in  chubby 
children  redness  and  swelling  of  the  limbs  are  usually  absent. 
Again,  in  children  of  rheumatic  parentage,  we  are  not  to  lose  sight 
of  the  possible  rheumatic  origin  of  the  attacks  of  pains  in  the  legs, 
with  or  without  pyrexia,  which  are  so  frequent  in  childhood,  and 
also  in  such  diseases  as  tonsillitis,  pleurisy  and  pneumonia,  even  if 
the  leg  pains  are  absent.  If  such  cases  are  dependent  on  latent 
rheumatism  the  condition  of  the  heart  is  in  grave  peril.  It  is  in  just 
such  a  state  of  affairs  that  we  are  to  look  for  an  explanation  of  the 
cause  for  the  frequent  existence  of  mitral  stenosis  in  young  women, 
and  we  can  easily  convince  ourselves  that  the  condition  is  the  result 
of  an  undiscovered  rheumatic  endocarditis  in  early  youth.  This  as- 
sociation of  chorea,  rheumatism  and  endocarditis  has  of  late  been 
greatly  dwelt  upon.  Statistics  show  that  the  cases  of  chorea  with 
endocarditis  as  a  complication  are  usually  those  coupled  with  rheu- 
matism, the  natural  inference  being  that  the  endocarditis  of  chorea  is 
of  a  rheumatic  origin.     But  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  there  are  cases 
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of  chorea  with  acute  cardiac  inflammation  as  a  complication,  where  a 
rheumatic  history  cannot  be  traced.  Consequently  we  are  to  watch 
the  heart  of  every  case  of  chorea  with  the  greatest  care.  Heart  in- 
flammation is  liable  to  occur  in  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  measles, 
tonsillitis,  septicaemia  and  purpura  rheumatica.  In  all  of  these  dis- 
eases, especially  in  children,  the  endocardial  inflammation  creeps  on 
insidiously,  and  is  likely  to  be  sub-acute.  If  there  be  no  secondary 
pericarditis  or  myocarditis  it  may  run  its  course  without  attracting 
attention,  there  being  no  priBCordial  pain,  palpitation,  dyspnoea  or 
distress  of  any  kind,  and,  on  auscultation,  it  may  be  impossible  to 
demonstrate  the  presence  of  a  bruit,  and  yet  the  subsequent  history 
of  such  children  will  show  the  development  of  a  serious  valve  lesion 
that  can  be  accounted  for  only  on  the  ground  of  an  unrecognized 
endocarditis.  The  knowledge  of  such  cases  must  make  us  suspicious 
of  cardiac  danger  in  all  oases  of  rheumatism,  no  matter  how  trivial 
the  symptoms.  I  coincide  with  the  opinion  that,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  chorea  is  simply  an  expression  of  a  rheumatic  diathesis.  A 
careful  examination  of  the  hearts  of  children  complaining  of  slight 
rheumatism,  scarlatina,  chorea,  erythema,  tonsillitis,  nephfitis,  pye- 
mia, etc.,  where  the  fever  and  other  symptoms  are  possibly  only  slight 
may  reveal  an  unexpected  valvular  murmur,  the  early  recognition  of 
which,  leading  to  proper  treatment,  will  save  the  little  suflerer  from 
a  wrecked  and  stranded  existence.  In  other  words,  we  are  not  to 
wait  for  patients  to  complain^  of  heart  symptoms.  Expectancy  and 
constant  watchfulness  will  enable  inspection  alone  to  warn  us  of  the 
earliest  cardiac  involvement  The  expression  of  the  face,  the  in- 
creased difficulty  in  breathing,  no  matter  how  slight,  the  working  of 
the  alee  nasi,  the  postui*e  in  bed,  the  restlessness,  etc.,  all  indicate  tiie 
oncome  of  the  endocardial  complication.  In  taking  up  for  consider- 
ation the  treatment  of  rheumatic  endocarditis,  the  chief  clinical  fea- 
ture brought  to  our  attention  is  its  tendency  to  repeatedly  rela[)6e  and 
recur.  Under  careful  treatment  the  temperature  may  fall  to  normal, 
the  restlessness  disappear  and  all  the  symptoms  abate,  the  child,  seem- 
iijgly,  convalescing  splendidly.  Suddenly,  without  cause,  or  from 
causes  apparently  in  themselves  trifling,  the  inflammation  revives 
with  all  its  old  vigor  and  danger.  Thus  the  condition  may  run  a  most 
persistent  and  protracted  course.  This  striking  feature  in  the  clinical 
history  of  endocarditis  shows  the  remarkable  obstinacy  of  the  rheu- 
matic poison,  and  leads  us  to  the  first  great  essential  point  in  our 
treatment;  that  is,  the  necessity  of  persistent  effort — the  patient 
must  be  kept  under  medical  inspection  for  a  long  time.     Any  half- 
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hearted  management  will  lead  to  disastrous  results.  The  peculiar 
susceptibility  of  children  to  impressions  is  very  apt  to  be  overlooked. 
All  of  us  can  probably  recall  cases  of  endocardial  complication  appa- 
rently on  the  high  road  to  recovery  under  careful  treatment,  all 
routed  and  upset,  the  patient  worse  than  in  the  beginning,  the  cause 
being  a  simple  change  in  the  diet,  an  error  in  the  tem))erature  of  the 
room,  the  visit  of  a  playfellow,  the  parting  of  a  nurse,  an  exciting 
story,  a  sudden  fright  and  similar  circumstances.  In  a  recent  case  I 
found  a  rise  of  temperature  of  four  degrees,  a  return  of  rheumatoid 
pains,  oppression  in  breathing,  etc.,  in  less  than  four  hours,  all  of 
which  was  attributed  to  a  sleeping  convalescent  being  awakened  in 
terror,  in  the  dead  of  night,  by  the  rumbling  and  clattering  of  racing 
fire-engines.  Any  of  these  causes  may,  in  susceptible  childhood,  be 
the  means  of  bringing  our  best  effort  to  nought  and  our  patient  a 
serious  relapse,  besides  straining  the  relationship  between  the  physi- 
cian and  family.  The  latter,  not  l>eing  able  to  appreciate  the  reason 
of  such  repeated  relapses,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  physician,  both 
to  himself  and  the  family,  to  explain  in  the  very  beginning  of  the 
case  this 'disposition  to  recurrence,  and  to  insist  upon  the  most  scru- 
pulous care  and  persistent  effort  in  behalf  of  the.  little  patient  lo'hg 
after  all  apparent  signs  of  the  trouble  have  disappeared. 

Our  first  care  will  be  the  prevention  of  the  cardiac  complication, 
and  the  greatest  prophylactic  at  our  command  is  heart  rest.  In  those 
cases  where  we  suspect  this  liability  we  are  to  use  every  endeavor  to 
cut  short  the  underlying  diseased  condition.  If  it  be  of  rheumatic 
origin  the  endocarditis  is  likely  to  appear  during  the  first  week.  If 
the  patient  can  be  piloted,  by  persistent  and  careful  effort,  through 
the  violence  of  the  first  week  of  the  rheumatic  storm,  the  complica- 
tion will  probably  be  avoideil.  The  means  to  accomplish  this  end 
are,  first,  the  remedy  best  suited  to  the  individual  case,  assisted  by  a 
competent  and  vigilant  nurse,  the  avoidance  of  chill,  which  is  es- 
pecially apt  to  occur,  and,  secondly,  a  rigidly  fluid  diet,  richly 
nutritious,  but  non-stimulating. 

When  the  complication — endocardial  inflammation — really  exists, 
we  are  still  to  insist  on  rest — ab^lute  rest — bodily  and  mental,  kept 
up  long  after  all  signs  of  endocarditis  have  disappeared.  Exertion 
of  all  kind  increases  the  action  and  force  of  the  heart  and  favors  the 
development  of  inflammation ;  while  mental  excitement  will  surely 
give  rise  to  increased  cardiac  action.  The  necessity  of  rest  cannot 
be  too  much  emphasized.  Rest  in  bed  means  the  restriction  of  mus- 
cular effort  in  every  possible  way.     The  patient  is  not  to  use  his 
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hands  where  it  can  be  avoided;  the  holding  of  a  picture-book  is 
especially  objectionable.  '  The  nurse  should  anticipate  all  demands 
and  supply  all  requirements.  The  feeding  is  to  be  accomplished 
with  the  aid  of  the  invalid's  cup,  or  the  bent  tubes;  the  bowels, 
which  must  be  kept  regular,  and  the  bladder  are  to  be  evacuated 
with  the  use  of  the  bed-pan  and  urinal ;  the  personal  comfort  of  the 
patient  is  to  be  most  zealously  attended  to;  this  will  tax  the  best 
judgment  and  ingenuity  of  the  physician,  nurse  and  parents.  The 
diverting  the  mind  of  a  pampered  child  from  an  ever- returning 
craving  for  some  simple  but  harmful  article  of  solid  diet,  which 
must  be  resisted,  no  matter  how  trying  to  the  parents,  and  must  be 
done  in  a  way  that  will  calm  and  not  excite  the  patient,  will  often- 
times require  of  the  attendants  the  attributes  of  an  angel.  A  meal 
of  solid  food  will  excite  the  circulation,  quicken  the  cardiac  action 
and  act  banefully  on  the  inflamed  lining  membrane  of  the  heart 
Stimulants  are  only  to  be  used  where  they  are  demanded  by  cardiac 
failure,  and  then  with  the  greatest  caution.  A  characteristic  feature 
of  the  indefinite  relapsing  form  of  endocardial  complication,  which 
drags  along  week  after  week,  month  after  month,  is  a  progressive 
anaemia,  sometimes  associated  with  wasting.  This  tendency  will  be 
diflScuIt  to  overcome.  The  internal  treatment  will  naturally  be  the 
remedy  that  covers  the  totality  of  the  symptoms  of  the  individual 
patient. 

In  rheumatic  conditions  aconite  has  served  me  well,  in  the  begin- 
ning, in  the  state  of  hypereemia  preceding  the  valve  changes,  the 
pulse  being  small,  hard  and  quick,  with  pains  of  a  sharp,  pricking 
character  in  the  prsecordium,  associated  with  faintness,  oppression, 
together  with  tumultuous  action  of  the  heart,  causing  anxiety  and 
fear  of  death.  If  aconite  does  not  speedily  relieve,  spigelia  has  been 
almost  a  specific  in  endocarditis.  It  corresponds  to  the  disease ;  the 
pains  are  severe,  shooting  or  stabbing  in  character,  with  a  distress- 
ing oppression  in  the  chest,  the  least  motion  producing  exhaustion 
and  suffocation.  The  palpitation  at  times  is  very  violent,  the  move- 
ment of  the  chest-wall  being  quite  perceptible.  The  patient  cannot 
lie  down.  If  the  palpitation  persists  after  the  use  of  spigelia,  spon- 
gia  has  prove<l  to  be  a  valuable  remeiiy ;  it  ako  follows  aconite  well, 
it  comes  in  after  the  exudation  of  fibrine  and  tends  to  limit  the  de- 
posit. Veratrum  vir.  is  useful  in  cases  with  violent  congestion, 
pain  and  intense  force  of  circulation.  Headache  of  an  acute  throb- 
bing nature,  without  delirium.  With  rest,  an  absolute  liquid  diet, 
and  these  four  remedies  I  have  usually  been  able  to  abate  theinflam- 
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matory  action  and  shorten  the  duration  of  an  attack.  Kali  hydri- 
odicam  is  a  useful  remedy  in  the  relapsing  endocarditis  of  rheumatic 
origin,  where  there  has  been  an  eruption  of  subcutaneous  fibrous 
nodules.  Bryonia  will  be  the  remedy  for  the  complication  when  it 
is  secondary  to  pleurisy  or  pneumonia.  Arsenicum  is  indicated 
during  or  after  the  suppression  of  measles  or  scarlatina,  where  we 
have  the  characteristic  restlessness  and  agony  of  the  drug,  with  ting- 
ling in  the  fingers,  especially  of  the  left  hand,  together  with  dysp- 
noea. Phosphorus  is  a  neglected  remedy  in  endocarditis ;  it  is  of 
particular  value  where  the  endocardial  complication  arises  during 
the  course  of  an  acute  rheumatism,  in  rapidly-growing  children  who 
are  excessively  susceptible  to  every  impression,  be  it  pleasant  or 
otherwise.  When  associated  with  chorea  I  rely  on  arsenicum,  cimi- 
cifnga,  mygale,  phosphorus  and  verat.  vir.  If  the  complication  is 
recognized  early  I  depend  upon  aconite,  ferrum  phos.,  spongia, 
spigelia,  bryonia  or  phosphorus,  whereas,  if  the  disease  is  advanced, 
then  dependence  is  placed  on  such  remedies  as  lachesis,  hydrocyanic 
acid  or  arsenicum. 

When  the  primary  disease,  such  as  rheumatism,  chorea,  scarla- 
tina, etc.,  has  subsided  and  the  restoration  of  the  various  functions 
indicate  that  convalescence  is  well  established,  I  fsel  that  I  am  enter- 
ing upon  the  most  difficult  stage  of  the  treatment.  It  is  so  hard  to 
bolster  up  the  moral  courage  of  a  fond  mother  to  the  point  of  resist- 
ance of  the  oft-repeated  pleadings  of  a  loved  little  one  "to  get  up,'' 
"  hold  me  in  your  lap  just  a  little  while,''  and  the  thousand  and  one 
other  things  that  suggest  themselves  to  the  active  brain  of  our  frail 
physique  city  children,  with  the  highly  developed  and  over- wrought 
nervous  systems.  We  are  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  recently  in- 
flamed endocardium,  and  that  in  all  probability  it  is  still  in  a  con- 
dition of  great  physical  weakness  and  the  seat  of  new  cell  growth. 
If  we  turn  a  dull  ear  to  the  mutterings  of  attendants  and  persist  in 
our  demands,  we  will,  iu  the  majority  of  cases,  be  able  to  impress 
on  our  families  the  necessity,  if  not  the  reason,  of  a  most  jealous 
avoidance  of  actual  exertion  for  weeks,  and  the  need  of  a  most  care- 
ful and  gradual  return  to  exercise.  If  we  succeed  we  will  save  our 
patients  from  results  that  would  otherwise  be  disastrous,  and  while 
we  may  feel  that  our  best  efibrts  have  not  been  appreciated,  we  can 
console  ourselv^  with  the  conscious  rectitude  of  our  purpose. 
VOL.  XXV.— 36 
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CAN  CRIMINALS  BE  REFORMED  BY  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

BY  OEORQE  W.   BO  WEN,   M.D.,   OF  FORT  WAYNE. 

(Read  at  the  Tweatr-fourth  Annual  Session  of  the  Indiana  Initltnte  of  HomcBOpathy, 
Indianapolis,  May  15, 1890.) 

What  are  the  causes  that  induce  the  commission  of  crime?  Woe 
and  want  are  not  the  only  ones.  Some  inherit  a  tendency  to  trample 
on  all  the  barriers  of  restraint  that  are  placed  for  the  protection  of 
the  masses.  Some  have  only  one  vicious  tendency,  as  in  klepto- 
mania. Some  acquire  in  later  years,  from  habits  and  society,  a  crimi- 
nal inclination,  and  by  slow  degrees  become  confirmed. 

Legal  restraint  may  hold  in  check,  but  never  cures  one  of  a  vicious 
or  criminal  inclination.  Temporary  confinement  may  prevent,  for 
the  time,  the  commission  of  any  overt  act,  but  never  removes  the 
desire  to  overreach  some  moral  or  legal  barriers  when  an  opportunity 
shall  offer. 

Is  it  not  time  to  investigate  this  class  of  individuals,  with  their 
various  predilections,  and  see  if  some  measures  cannot  be  devised 
that  may  prove  to  be  of  value  to  them,  and  that  may  serve  to  shield 
society  from  their  depredations,  by  mitigating  their  propelling  in- 
fluence or  promptings  in  that  direction?  Doubtless,  with  a  certain 
class,  measures  can  be  devised  that  will  be  more  effectual,  reasonable, 
and  less  expensive  than  the  "mechanism  of  legal  enactments. 

In  all  other  departments  of  life  and  the  necessities  of  society,  a 
consistent  progress  has  been  made — but  in  the  management  and 
treatment  of  criminals,  none. 

Compulsion  and  terrorism  are  the  principal  factors  that  are  con- 
sidered in  the  efforts  for  the  conservation  of  the  peace  and  equity  of 
the  maases. 

Does  arrest,  conviction,  and  restraint  offer  more  than  mere  pallia- 
tion ?  It  must  become  us,  as,  to  a  certain  extent,  guardians  of  the  pub- 
lic weal,  to  consider  this  subject  and  see  if  it  is  not  in  our  province 
to  render  some  essential  service  that  may  prove  to  be  of  more  utility 
than  the  means  and  measures  that  are  now  relied  upon,  and  have  not 
proved  to  be  as  effective  as  could  be  desired.  Causes  that  may  be 
the  prompters  to  acts  must  be  considered  if  a  prudent  analysis  of  the 
subject  is  to  be  made. 

We  have  evidence  of  the  ill  effects  of  drugs  amply  enough  to  de- 
monstrate that  the  brain  and  its  appendages  can  be  impaired  by  a 
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local  or  general  engorgement  of  blood,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
render  the  person  incapable  of  rational  or  connected  thought.  Also, 
that  the  same  condition  can  occur  or  exist  arising  from  extraneous  or 
natural  causes,  without  the  direct  interposition  of  drugs.  A  long 
continuation  of  that  condition  will  more  or  less  embarrass  the  healthy 
or  normal  action  of  the  brain  and  vary  his  cerebration. 

This  condition,  if  from  diseased  action,  our  profession  are  gen- 
erally enabled  to  restore  by  the  interposition  of  medicine  designed 
to  relieve  the  congestion,  or  control  the  inflammation  that  may  have 
ensued,  and  eventually  repair  the  damage  that  organ  may  have  sus- 
tained. 

The  insane  are  not  amenable  for  their  imprudent  acts  owing  to 
their  physical  defects  of  their  incapability  of  correct  reasoning. 

Many  persons  considered  sane  are  more  or  lesd  liable,  and  do 
have  a  passive  congestion  of  blood  to  the  brain,  that  eventually 
causes  a  thickening  of  the  dura  mater,  resulting  fiV)m  the  occasional 
engorgement,  and  a  defective  circulation  through  its  cortical  sub- 
stance. Dyspeptics  are  far  more  liable  to  acquire  this  condition  than 
the  public  in  general!  They,  of  course,  are  to  a  certain  extent  the 
authors  of  their  own  misfortunes. 

The  imprudent  indulgence  in  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  is  certain 
to  cause  a  diseased  condition  of  the  brain,  and  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  carry  the  habitual  user  beyond  the  point  where  correct  reason 
can  reach  to  safely  guide.  His  morals  are  held  in  abeyance,  and 
impulse  holds  the  rein  to  which  he  readily  obeys. 

The  morphine  eater  becomes  lost  to  all  honor,  and  sinks  to  be  the 
basest  slave,  with  but  one  want  to  feel  and  know.  With  that  drug, 
the  brain  and  all  the  grand  connecting  links  of  nerves  are  lured  to 
a  repose  akin  to  death,  until  the  drug  has  ceased  to  hold  its  fond 
embrace,  and  nature  ceases  to  rebel. 

Can  we  still  say,  it  is  but  a  habit,  and  not  admit  the  brain  has  lost 
its  sanity. 

Let  us  consider  those  that  cloud  their  brain  and  cause  their  own 
misfortunes  by  their  own  indiscretions,  and  that  class  from  which  at 
least  nine-tenths  of  the  criminals  have  birth.  Intoxicating  drinks 
are  the  primordial  or  producing  cause  of  crimes  of  all  forms  and 
phases.  This  is  a  well-comprehended  fact  by  all  jurists,  and  is  con- 
sidered as  an  important  source  of  revenue  by  the  younger  members 
of  the  legal  fraternity.  But  a  growing  desire  has  sprung  up  with 
those  devoted  to  medical  jurisprudence  that  the  medical  fraternity 
should  come  to  their  aid,  and  take  under  advisement  the  bearing 
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that  medical  treatment  will  have  on  those  designated  as  criminals  or 
become  such  by  the  use  of  stimulants.  That  their  use  does  induce 
to  crime  is  madness  to  question,  since  those  dealing  most  especially 
with  criminals  realize  this  to  be  the  case.  Judge  Grary,  of  Chicago, 
says,  that  in  his  long  experience  on  the  bench  he  has  found  that 
nineteen-twentieths  of  all  the  crimes  committed  were  from  the  one 
result  of  drinking.  Judge  McAdam,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
devoted  to  Medical  Jurisprudence,  in  New  York,  April,  1890,  took 
up  the  legal  and  medical  question  of  drunkenness,  and  made  a  plea 
for  some  legislation  which  will  tend  to  protect  a  drunkard  from  him- 
self, and  save  his  wife  and  family  from  ruin.  He  advocated  the 
passage  of  a  law  which  will  allow  the  courts  to  confine  a  man  in 
some  institution  when  two  physicians  sign  a  certificate  to  the  effect 
that  his  passion  for  strong  drink  makes  such  a  course  advisable.  A 
long  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper.  It  was  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  the  speakers  that  drunkenness  should  not  be  treated 
as  a  crime  but  as  a  disease,  and  that  men  should  not  be  sent  to  penal 
institutions  for  drunkenness,  but  should,  instead,  be  confined  in  some 
sanitary  institution  until  cured  of  the  weakness. 

Can  we  refuse  to  coalesce  with  the  legal  fraternity,  when  they  so 
fully  comprehend  the  situation  and  desire  our  assistance  to  not  only 
protect  the  individual  against  himself,  but  to  shield  his  family  and 
the  State  from  his  insanely  vicious  vagaries  and  induced  outbreaks? 

When  the  habit  is  so  acquired  and  depended  upon  for  the  sus- 
taining of  the  energy  or  to  keep  up  the  nervous  system,  he  has  really 
arrived  at  that  point  where  be  should  be  classed  as  an  invalid,  and 
needs  to  receive  treatment  for  his  diseased  condition.  His  is  a  ner- 
vous affection,  and  stands  in  the  category  next  to  insanity.  Some 
demented  persons  have  only  one  fanciful  freak  or  strange  hallucina- 
tion, but  sane  in  all  else. 

A  hypersemic  condition  of  the  brain,  or  the  meningeal  membranes, 
caused  by  new  invading  or  a  former  diseased  condition,  can  be 
called  into  activity,  and  aggravated  by  certain  drugs,  and  temporary 
or  permanent  ill  results  may  ensue,  not  entirely  devoid  of  danger. 
These  cerebral  disturbances  are  caused  by  substances  taken  into  the 
system  to  stimulate  and  increase  the  circulation  through  that  organ  to 
its  detriment. 

Nor  are  all  the  detrimental  effects  of  enforced  circulation  confined 
to  the  brain,  with  its  violent  outbreaks,  to  be  followed  by  its  fearful 
results;  but  it  may  embarrass  by  congestion  the  sexual  organs,  and 
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cause  an  orgasm  that  brooks  no  control,  and  the  result  is  a  blasted 
life,  death,  or  infanticide. 

There  are  many  pathological  conditions  of  the  brain  that  will  su- 
perinduce or  cause  a  tendency  to  criminal  acts  that  could  be  remedied 
by  medical  treatment,  but  our  only  effort  should  be  confined  to  those 
that  have  or  will  impair  their  cerebration  by  the  injudicious  use  of 
alcoholic  preparations.  The  desire  for  its  habitual  use  and  its  ill 
effects  can  be  easily  and  entirely  eradicated  from  the  system  by  the 
judicious  use  of  medicines  that  will  in  no  way  be  detrimental  to  him 
or  his  interest,  either  at  the  time  or  in  the  future,  and  after  a  com- 
plete restoration  he  can  again  enter  the  arena  of  life  with  brighter 
prospects  than  the  past  could  offer. 

The  question  may  arise  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  depriving  a 
person  of  his  liberty  even  temporarily,  but  as  the  State  has  assumed 
to  take  the  care  peremptorily  of  those  who  are  demented,  or  are  dis- 
seminating some  infectious  disease,  for  their  own  and  the  public  in- 
terest, why  may  it  not  assume  more  ?  The  same  reasons  would  ap- 
ply to  habitual  drunkards. 

Only  a  few  months  (from  one  to  three)  of  enforced  restraint  and 
treatment  in  a  sanitarium  would  restore  them  to  a  healthy  and  nor- 
mal condition,  and  prove  a  blessing  to  them  and  their  dependents. 

As  our  school  of  medicine  has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  drugs 
essential  for  the  restoration  of  this  class  of  cases,  and  lessening  the 
increase  of  criminals  that  spring  from  this  cause,  it  would  seem  appro- 
priate that  we,  as  a  State  medical  society,  should  ask  the  State  to 
consider  the  propriety  and  the  necessity  of  the  enactment  of  some 
law  having  in  view  the  restraint  and  cure  of  those  who  habitually 
get  intoxicated,  and  either  become  vicious,  or  neglect  those  that  are 
dependent  upon  them,  and  thereby  entail  the  chance  of  their  becom- 
ing a  public  charge. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A  PLEA  FOR  THE  SECRETARY. 
The  office  of  Secretary  of  a  Medical  Society  demands  at  the  hands 
of  the  profession  some  special  consideration.  I  write  with  a  hope 
that  this  brief  communication  may  impress  the  members  of  our 
various  societies,  State  and  local,  with  the  existence  of  this  necessity 
and  with  the  consequent  justness  of  what  is  here  proposed.     Only 
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those  who  have  served  as  Secretary  can  have  any  full  appreciation 
of  the  very  laborious  duties  that  fall  upon  the  incumbent  of  this 
office.  Our  national  society,  the  American  Institute  of  Homceo- 
pathy,  pays  its  Secretary  a  salary.  Small  as  it  is,  it  is  a  reoognition 
of  his  services  and  a  partial  payment  for  the  work  he  performs. 
The  State  or  other  society  that  pays  nothing  finds  it  necessary  to  make 
frequent  changes  of  the  incumbent  of  that  office ;  for  no  member  can 
afford  to  carry  on  the  work  long  without  remuneration.  These 
frequent  changes  detract  very  much  from  the  efficiency  of  the  work 
to  be  done.  If  a  society  can  afford  to  pay  a  salary,  it  should  do  so. 
If  not,  then  I  propose  instead  of  that,  that  it  shall  create  the  office 
of  **  Honorable  Secretary,"  as  is  done  in  English  Societies  ;  and  tbat, 
at  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  service  the  Secretary  ishall  be  eligible 
to  such  election.  He  thereby  holds  his  office  and  a  desirable  title 
without  payment  of  fees.  His  travelling  expenses  should,  while  he 
holds  the  office,  be  included  in  the  general  expense  account  Upon 
retirement  from  office  he  remains,  in  perpetuity,  Honorable  Secretary 
without  payment  of  dues.  This  may  be  a  small  return,  but  it  costs 
little,  and  lightens  the  burdens  which  be  carries  while  on  duty.  All 
our  societies  which  now  make  no  compensation  to  the  Secretary, 
should,  at  the  earliest  moment,  make  some  such  provision  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  this  suggestion  will  meet  with  a  ready  response. 

T.  P.  WiLSO.V. 

Detroit,  Mich. 


CORRIGENDA. 
Messrs  Editors  of  the  Hahnbm^nian  Monthly  : 

Gentlemev. — In  the  issue  of  your  journal  for  June  last,  are 
some  typographical  errors  to  which  we  wish  to  call  attention,  and 
those  of  your  readers  who  are  sufficiently  interested  in  reconstructed 
materia  medica,  can  follow  the  subjoined  corrections  and  make  the 
necessary  alterations  in  the  symptomatology  of  apis,  as  published  in 
the  paper  entitled  "  A  New  and  Scientific  Materia  Medica  Based  Upon 
Pure  Pathogenesy." 

Very  respectfully, 
The  Medical  Investigation  Club  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Page  35'j. —  Under  "  Generalities : " 

Second  line. — After  "  lassitude  "  put  a  period  instead  of  a  semi- 
colon ;  and  "  weakness  "  should  begin  with  a  capital,  and  be 
followed  by  a  colon  instead  of  a  semi-colon. 
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Under  "Mind:'' 
First  line. — A  period  should  follow  "agitation  "  instead  of  a  semi- 
colon.    "  Great "  should  also  be  followed  by  a  period,  and 
''irritable '^  should  begin  with  a  capital. 
Under"  Head:" 
First  line. — "  Head ''  should  be  followed  by  a  period  and  not  by 
a  semi-colon,  and  "  vertigo  "  should  begin  with  a  capital. 
Under  "Eyes:" 
Sixth  line. — "Eyeballs"  should  be  followed  by  a  period  instead 
of  a  semi-colon,  and  the  next  word,  "swollen,"  should  begin 
with  a  capital. 
Under"  Nose:" 
Second  line. — A  period  should  follow  "  nose,"  instead  of  a  semi- 
colon.    "Sneezing"  should  b^in  a  sentence  and  be  followed 
by  a  colon,  instead  of  a  semi-colon. 
Page  356.—  Under  "  Abdomen : " 

Third  line. — "  Diarrhoea"  should  be  followed  by  a  period  instead 
of  a  semi-colon,  and  the  following  word,  "abdomen,"  should 
begin  with  a  capital. 
Page  357.—  Und^-  "  Chest : " 

Second  line. — A  colon  should  follow  "chest,"  instead  of  a  semi- 
colon. 
Under  "  HeaH  and  Pulse:'' 
First  line. — "Heart"  should  be  followed  by  a  colon  and  not  by 
a  comma. 
Under  "Neck  and  Back:" 
Second  line. — "Neck"  should  be  followed  by  a  colon,  instead  of 
a  semi-colon. 
Under  "Limbs:" 
Fifth  line.— The  exponent  "  2  "  after  "  hands,"  should  be  "  4." 
Ninth  line. — After  "swollen"  there  should  be  a. colon,  not  a 
semi-colon. 
Page  358.—  Under  "  Shin : " 

First  line. — A  colon  should  follow  "  body  "  instead  of  a  semi- 
colon, and  a-  comma  shonld   follow  the  succeeding  word, 
"itching,"  instead  of  a  semi-colon. 
Second  line. — "Skin "  should  be  followed  by  a  comma  instead  of 
a  semi-colon. 
Under  "Sleep:" 
First  line. — A  colon  should  follow  "  sleeplessness." 
Second  line. — A  period  should  follow  "night"  the  succeeding 
word,  "dreamful,"  should  begin  with  a  capital,  and  the  next 
word,  "  sleep,"  should  be  followed  by  a  colon  instead  of  a 
semi-colon. 
Under  "  Chill,  Fever  and  Sweat : " 
Second  line. — A  period  should   follow   "fever."     "Sensation" 
should  b^in  with  a  capital,  and  the  succeeding  word,  "  heat," 
should  be  followed  by  a  colon. 
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EDITORIAL 


HOMEOPATHY  AND  THE  "INTERNATIONAL"  COMMITTEE. 

Homoeopathy  to-day  stands  as  a  separate  aud  distinct  school  of 
medicine — Catholic  in  the  full  acceptance  of  the  term — with  the 
characteristic  corner-stone  of  liberality  of  sentiment.  The  origin  of 
this  school  of  medicine  was  not  of  selection  but  of  necessity,  the 
arrogance,  bigotry,  intolerance  and  prejudice  of  the  allopathic  or  so- 
called  "regular"  school  of  medicine  being  responsible  for  its  exist- 
ence. This  new  school  of  medicine  includes  not  only  zealous 
therapeutists  and  enthusiastic  materia  medicists,  as  of  old,  pursuing 
their  elected  branches  with  a  passionate  earnestness  and  absorbing 
devotion  that  commands  the  admiration  and  respect  of  every  thought- 
ful and  sincere  member  of  the  profession ;  but  it  also  embraces  men 
who  have  branched  out  and  are  pressing  eagerly  and  strenuously 
forward  in  the  line  of  every  known  specialty  in  medicine.  These  men 
are  giving  the  best  effort  of  their  lives  to  surgery,  diagnosis,  gy n«col- 
ogy,  obstetrics,  ophthalmology,  pathology,  bacteriology,  etc.,  and  such 
is  the  activity,  energy,  intentness  and  overwhelming  power  with 
which  they  have  pursued  their  way  in  the  face  of  all  opposition 
that  in  America,  at  least,  they  stand  the  peers  of  any  in  the  medical 
profession,  and,  in  some  instances,  all  their  peers  in  ability  surpass. 
With  these  men  therapeutics  and  materia  medica  are,  rightly,  not 
the  chief  end  of  tkeir  medical  existence.  They  accept  the  Law  of 
the  Similars,  not  because  Hahnemann  was  prophet,  but  because  the 
law  is  true,  and  they  accept  truth  for  truth's  sake.  They  are  always 
ready  to  receive  anything  the  specialists  in  our  materia  medica  have 
to  offer,  and  they  are  willing  and  stand  prepared  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  uphold,  strengthen  ani  em^urageour  therapeutists  in  their 
herculean  labor.  They  also  believe  in  the  present,  and  in  the  pre- 
sent homoeopathy  does  not  represent  one  or  two  branches  of  medi- 
cine ;  it  is  now  a  school  of  medicine ;  broad,  liberal  and  progressive. 

All  the  twelve  thousand  homoeopaths  in  the  United  States  glory 
in  the  development  of  our  materia  medica  and  therapeutics ;  and  all 
stand  as  a  mighty  unit  in   loyalty  to  homoeopathic  organization. 

There  are  many,  however,  yes,  thousands  who  are  opposed  to 
being  hedged  in  by  a  **  pent  up  Utica,"  and  who  consider  it  unfor- 
tunate that  the  Committee  on  the  International  Congress  in  1891 
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have  adhered  to  the  old  policy  of  restricting  all  essays  aud  discus- 
sions to  ''all  the  leading  topica  of  medicine  especially  assodaied  toith 
and  influenced  by  homceopathy/^  All  will  agree  with  the  committee 
that  ''such  consideration  and  discussion  must  prove  of  great  interest 
and  value '^  and  be  of  "great  importance  to  the  progress  of  medical 
science/'  Every  word  of  this  we  know  to  be  true,  but  why  does  the 
committee  plaoe  restriction  on  the  character  of  both  essays  and  dis- 
cussions? They  have  rightly  pointed  out  the  main  trend  the  work 
of  the  Congress  should  take,  but  why  has  not  provision  been  made 
for  our  surgeons,  our  gynsecologists,  our  diagnosticians,  etc.,  to  pre- 
sent their  essays  and  to  discuss  their  specialties  in  the  broad  sense 
rather  than  in  the  line  of  homoeopathic  therapeutics  only  ?  The 
advance  in  these  specialties  during  the  past  five  years  has  been  mar- 
vellous, and  as  a  school  of  medicine  we  are  interested  in  every  topic 
of  medicine  whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  especially  associated  with  and 
influenced  by  homoeopathy.  We  know  we  are  voicing  the  senti- 
ment of  the  majority  of  the  profession  when  we  urge  upon  the 
International  Committee  to  reconsider  the  strictly  therapeutic  stand 
they  have  taken,  and  ask  them  to  broaden  the  lines  of  both  essays 
and  discussions  so  as  to  meet  the  demands  of  all  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  coming  Congress.  Our  "old  "  school  opponents  have 
long  since,  by  all  that  is  fair  or  foul,  been  trying  to  characterize  our 
school  with  wretched  narrow-mindedness.  This  is  false,  absolutely 
false;  such  being  their  intent,  however,  we  should  do  nothing  to 
give  the  accusation  even  the  semblance  of  truth.  We  are  to  show 
to  the  world  in  unquestionable  measure  that  as  a  school  of  medicine 
we  are  conversant  with,  and  prepared  to  discuss,  not  only  medicine 
in  all  its  departments,  but  all  the  collateral  sciences.  In  other 
words,  we  are  to  wipe  out  of  the  minds  of  both  friends  and  enemies 
any  lingering  doubt  that  we  are  still  a  group  of  therapeutic  and 
materia  medica  specialists,  and  to  stamp  indelibly  in  its  place  that 
we  are  a  school  of  medicine  equal  and  abreast  with  any  ip  the  world. 


THE  INSTITUTE  AND  MEDICAL  EDUCATION. 
No  medical  society,  local  or  national,  has  done  as  much  towards 
advancing  the  cause  of  medical  education  in  America,  as  has  the 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  Of  this  we  are  proud; 
exceedingly  so,  in  fact.  The  Committee  on  Medical  Education, 
representing  [the  Jgreat  mass  of  the  profession,  working  heart  and 
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Boul  with  the  InterooU^iate  Committee  representing  the  college 
faculties,  has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  educational  reforms 
that  the  American  Medical  Association  with  all  its  machinery  has 
utterly  failed  to  effect.  Dr.  Talbot,  in  presenting  his  report  as 
chairman  of  the  Intercollegiate  Committee,  congratulated  the  Insti- 
tute on  the  reforms  that  had  been  effected.  They  were  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  The  requirements  of  a  prelimJtaary  examination  before  matricu- 
lation. 

2.  The  extending  of  the  course  of  study  and  attendance  upon 
lectures  from  two  years  to  three  years. 

3.  The  extension  of  the  lecture  term  from  four  or  five  months  to 
not  less  than  six  months,  and  in  some  cases  extending  it  to  eight  or 
nine  months  of  continuous  instruction  in  each  year. 

4.  The  establishment  of  a  broader  and  more  thorough  curriculum 
of  study. 

5.  The  consideration — and  by  some  colleges — the  adoption  of  four 
years  of  medical  study  preparatory  to  graduation. 

The  Committee  took  occasion  to  make  comments  worthy  of  the 
thought  of  all  physicians.  It  is  certainly  creditable  in  the  highest 
d^ree  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  intrusted  with  the  education  of  our 
students  to  learn  that  these  reforms  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
united  action  of  our  thirteen  colleges.  We  say,  therefore,  that  those  of 
our  physicians  who  send  their  sons  and  students  to  allopathic  colleges 
in  order  to  give  them  a  medical  education  should  think  long  and 
well  before  taking  such  steps  in  future.  We  bfelieve,  with  Dr. 
Talbot,  that  our  colleges  can  and  do  give  their  students  the  best 
possible  medical  education  attainable  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
sending  of  students  to  allopathic  colleges  by  homoeopathic  physicians 
is  an  unmerited  slight  to  our  institutions. 

Another  point  brought  out  by  the  Committee,  and  a  good  one  it 
certainly  is,  was  that  many  physicians  are  in  the  habit  of  sending 
their  students,  not  to  the  best  colleges,  but  to  those  at  which  they 
can  get  their  tuition  the  cheapest  and  their  diplomas  with  the  great- 
est ease.  As  long  as  such  a  condition  of  affairs  prevails  there  will 
always  be  miserably  conducted  colleges  to  supply  the  demand  {(ft 
cheap  instruction  and  quickly  gotten  diplomas. 

Thorough  preliminary  education  is  the  key  to  efficient  medical 
education.  Be  the  student  so  thoroughly  prepared  as  to  pass  the 
most  searching  examinations  before  college  faculties  or  State  exam- 
ining boards,  he  cannot  become  a  true  physician  unless  he  has 
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received  a  good  general  education.  This  the  Intercollegiate  Com- 
tnjttee  fully  recoguizes.  It  deplores  the  recent  backward  step  taken 
by  the  New  York  State  L^islature,  a  step^hat  provides — using  the 
Committee's  own  words — "  that  a  student  unfit  to  begin  the  study^ 
of  medicine,  and  who  should  consequently  require  a  longer  rather 
than  a  shorter  term  of  medical  study,  may  use  one  of  his  three  years 
to  make  up  deficiencies/' 

The  importance  of  a  standard  of  preliminary  requirements  for 
entrance  was  fully  recognized  by  Dr.  Talbot  and  his  co-laborers,  and 
we  hail  with  delight  the  announcement  of  what  would  be  expected 
of  candidates  for  admission  to  our  colleges  on  and  after  the  fall  of 
1892.     These  were  reported  in  full  in  our  July  number. 

With  all  of  our  colleges  fully  alive  to  the  cause,  it  was  not 
surprising,  though  nevertheless  pleasing,  to  hear  Dr.  Kinne,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education,  announce  that  the 
occupation  of  his  committee  was  gone.  Still,  the  Institute  acted 
wisely  in  continuing  this  Committee,  for  though  there  may  be  no 
duties  for  it  at  present,  it  is  always  a  good  principle  '^  in  times  of  peace 
to  prepare  for  war." 


STILL  AT  HIS  OLD  TRICKS. 

Twice  have  we  paid  our  respects  to  Dr.  John  Aulde,  who,  in 
making  of  alleged  discoveries  of  new  therapeutic  agents,  is  far  ahead 
of  Ringer,  Brunton,  Phillips,  et  al.  We  would  gladly  let  Dr. 
Aulde  go  without  further  notice,  but  his  last  utterances  give  evi- 
dence of  such  impudent  assurance  that  we  feel  ourselves  unable  to 
remain  silent. 

It  seems  that  his  papers  on  the  arsenite  of  copper  have  led  to  his 
being  flooded  with  a  stream  of  letters  asking  for  instructions  as  to 
how  to  use  the  drug.  He  therefore  proceeds  to  air  himself  in  the 
Medical  World.  He  announces  the  arsenite  of  copper  as  a  remedy 
that  he  had  been  using  for  the  past  two  years  with  marked  success, 
as  if  that  remedy  had  not  been  used  by  homoeopathic  physicians 
probably  before  Dr.  Aulde  ever  thought  of  entering  the  practice  of 
medicine.  His  good  opinion  of  his  own  discoveries  is  furthermore 
shown  by  his  remark  to  the  effect  that  he  hoped  that  those  gentlemen 
who  are  doing  him  the  honor  of  using  the  drug  (just  think  of  that 
for  cheek),  would  conform  exactly  to  his  directions.  Since  we  last 
heard  from  the  Doctor,  he  has  gone  up  a  potency  or  so.     He  was  for 
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a  long  time  satisfied  that  one  one-hundredth  of  a  grain  was  the  proper 
dose.  But  now  he  believes  that  one  five-thousandth  of  a  gruin  will 
give  excellent  results. 

Another  point  worthy  of  note  is  the  announcement  by  Dr.  Aalde 
that  a  well-known  pharmaceutical  firm  has  prepared  tablet  triturates 
of  the  drug,  triturates  coutaining  the  hundredth  and  the  five-thous- 
andth of  a  grain  each,  and  will  supply  the^"  regular  (?)"  physicians 
with  samples  should  application  be  made  for  the  same.  We  wonder 
why  the  preparations  found  in  our  homoeopathic  pharmacies  would 
not  do.  We  presume  to  use  them  would  be  a  violation  of  the  "  code." 


DR.  DAVID  E.  GARDINER. 

Dr.  David  E.  Gardiner,  Philadelphia,  died  July  10th,  after  a  six 
months'  illness,  the  foundation  of  which  was  laid  in  an  attack  of  the 
grippe  last  January. 

Dr.  Gardiner  belonged  to  a  family  of  physicians.  HLs  grand- 
father, Dr.  William  Gardiner,  was  the  second  medical  apprentice  and 
resident  physician  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  serving  from  1786 
to  1791,  it  being  the  custom  at  that  time  to  receive  as  medical  ap- 
prentices students  of  medicine,  who  usually  graduated  before  leaving 
the  hospital.  His  uncle.  Dr.  Richard  Gardiner,  with  whom  he  stu- 
died medicine,  was  a  well-known  physician,  and  of  his  two  cousins, 
sons  of  Dr.  Richard  Gardiner,  William  Grardiner,  M.D.,  was  for- 
merly Dean  of  Hahnemann  College,  and  Daniel  Gardiner  was  a 
widely-known  physician,  who  died  at  Woodbury  a  year  ago,  and 
another  cousin,  Dr.  William  H.  Gardiner,  now  engaged  in  active 
practice,  was  formerly  Assistant  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  the 
Hahnemann  College,  of  this  city.  His  son.  Dr.  William  G.  Gardi- 
ner, is  a  graduate  of  Hahnemann  College  of  two  years'  standing. 

Dr.  Gardiner  graduated  from  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College 
in  1857,  and  after  a  few  years  passed  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Manayunk,  established  himself  at  Bordentown,  N.  J.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  twenty-one  years  and  built  up  an  extensive  practice. 
About  eleven  years  ago  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  has  since' 
practiced  in  the  same  location  continuously.  He  was  fifty-six  years 
of  age.    He  leaves  a  widow,  a  son  and  three  daughters. 


A  CoRBEtmoN.— The  name  W.  R.  Anchutz,  on  page  497  of  our  Jul/  number, 
should  be  W.  R.  Amesbury,  Nicholasville,  Kentucky. 
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GLEANINGS 


GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

8.  LILIENTHAL,  ^.D.,  £.  M.  GRAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D..  W.  W.  VAN  BAUN,  M.D., 


Abnormal  Sensations  of  Taste  in  Sexual  Neurasthenia.— Hjpogeasia  is 
to  be  defined  as  a  lessened  sensation  of  taste ;  an  undefinable  disgusting  taste ;  a  dis- 
gusting sweet  taste;  a  burning  sensation  at  the  tip  of  the  tongue;  peculiar  halluci- 
nations of  taste.  One  or  the  other  of  these  may  occur  in  association  with  pathological 
seminal  losses. 

Peyer  observed  a  peculiar  sensory  neurosis  of  the  tongue  in  a  young  pharmacist 
who  in  boyhood  was  addicted  to  masturbation,  and  who  now  suffered  from  frequent 
emissions.  Since  nis  seventeenth  year  he  had  been  subject  to  sudden  attacks  of  formi- 
cation on  the  tongue,  which  at  the  same  time  becomes  heavy.  He  was  hardly  able 
to  move  the  organ,  and  while  the  attack  lasted  he  could  not  make  his  speech  under- 
stood. His  lips  may  become  similarly  affected,  as  may  occasionally  other  portions 
of  the  bodv.—  Wi4sru  Med,  Pre$8e,  20,  1890. 

(We  find  foul  disgusting  taste  under  amicaj  caugticum,  mereuHuSfpuUalilla,  mUphurf 
in  connection  with  sexual  neurasthenia ;  a  disgusting  sweet  taste  under  belUtdonnaf 
china^  merevntis,  pkoaphoruSf  plumbum^  piUaatilla,  and  others.  A  burning  sensation 
at  the  tip  of  the  tongue  under  ammonium  hromid.^  baptiaiaj  hamamdU,  sanguinaria,  etc. 
Heavy  tongue  with  formication  under  anacardiuitif  belladonna,  calcarea,  carho  veg., 
lycnpodiumf  naJtrum  mur.,  plumbum, — S.  L.) 

Test  fob  Iodofobm  Poisoning.— Dr.  Burlureaux  points  out  the  reaction  of 
saliva  upon  calomel  as  a  means  of  diagnosticating  iodoform  poisoning.  A  yellow 
iodide  of  mercury  is  produced  which  is  easily  recognized,  the  reaction  being  very 
sensitive. — Joum.  of  CuL  and  Gen,-  Ur,  DU,,  July,  1890. 

The  Action  of  Kali  Telluricum  and  its  Use  in  the  Night  Sweats  op 
Phthisical  Patients — Gmelin  gave  to  a  dog  3  grains  of  telluric  acid  and  to 
a  rabbit  in  three  days  14  grains  of  telluriate  of  potash.  The  dog  lost  his  appetite 
and  vivacity  ;  the  rabbit  was  found  dead  on  the  fourth  day.  On  opening  the  ab- 
dominal cavity  of  the  latter  a  peculiar  garlic-like  odor  could  be  perceived,  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  loosened  and  covered  with  thick, 
tough  mucus  of  a  black  color.  Hansen  gave  dogs  0.3 ;  only  a  minute  after- 
ward their  breath  had  a  garlicky  odor;  after  twenty  minutes  they  felt  dull  and 
vomited,  and  lost  all  appetite ;  the  next  day  they  recovered,  but  the  breath  retained 
the  garlicky  odor  for  some  time.  Increasing  the  dose  to  0.7  gramme,  the  odor  was 
still  more  pronounced,  severe  vomiting  set  in,  and  the  fseces  became  black.  In 
another  experiment  he  injected  into  the  venajugularis  0.5  gramme.  There  ensued 
twitchings,  involuntary  defecation,  and,  after  four  minutes,  death.  Autopsy  re- 
vealed the  strong,  garlicky  odor  all  through  the  intestines,  which  were  black,  as 
also  the  kidneys  and  other  glands ;  the  right  ventricle  of  the  vense  cordse  were  full 
of  blood ;  the  urine  was  acid  and  of  the  same  odor.  Hansei^  took  for  seven  days 
an  hour  before  dinner :  for  four  days,  0.04  kali  tellur.;  next  two  days,  0.05;  the  last 
day,  0.08.  The  first  two  days  he  complained  of  great  sleepiness ;  at  first  increase 
'and  then  loss  of  appetite.  After  last  dose,  oppression  in  cardiac  region,  nausea, 
copious  salivation,  white-coated  tongue.  The  gastric  svmptoms  disappeared  after 
two  weeks ;  the  garlic  odor  kept  up  for  seven  weeks.  I^eusser  gave  kali  tellur.  in 
pills,  0.02  per  dose,  and  succeeded  in  half  of  his  phthisical  cases  in  suppressing  the 
night  sweats ;  in  other  cases  two  pills  were  necessary  to  produce  the  same  effect.  It 
acted  slightly  as  a  narcotic,  and  in  some  cases  it  increased  the  appetite.  All  com- 
plained of  the  disagreeable  odor.—  Wein.  Klin,  Wochenachr,  23, 1890. 

CUPRXTH  AbSENICOSTJM  IN  AcUTE  INTESTINAL  DISEASES.— Prof.   HugO  SchuU 

has  verified  the  indications  for  this  drug  in  intestinal  affections,  bat  adds  that  it 
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mast  be  given  in  pmall  and  frequently  repeated  doses  to  be  effectual.  In  a  case  of 
Cholera  Asiatica  the  daily  dose  is  0.0006,  dissolved  in  120.0-180.0  water,  a  tea- 
spoonful  at  first  every  ten  minutes,  and  then  at  longer  intervals.  Where  water  is 
contra  indicated,  Aulde,  of  Philadelphia,  prescribes  tablets  containing  jcxr  or  even 
5^9  of  a  grain.  It  succeeds  best  in  fresh  cases,  before  the  inflammaiory  process 
extended  to  neighboring  parts.  It  can  abort  severe  cases  of  cholera  and  dysenterv. 
Hchulz  thinks  that  the  vital  forces  of  the  morbidly  affected  parts  are  stimulated  ij 
these  small  doRes,  and  thus  possess  more  resisting  power  to  the  morbific  pcisoD.— 
DnUsch.  Med.  WocheMchH/i,  19,  1890.  [Why  not  acknowledge  the  theft  from 
homoeopathic  sources,  as  Buckner  and  Eoeck,  of  Munich,  were  among  the  first  to 
employ  it  according  to  the  homoeopathic  law.  Compare  Lilienthal's  TherapeutiOj 
dd  edition,  page  171,  302,  341.  ] 

The  Management  of  Obstinate  Dropsies.— Dr.  James  Tyson  recommends 
in  cases  practically  water-logged  in  the  highest  degree,  where  all  the  usual  diuret- 
ics and  purgatives  have  been  used  to  no  purpose,  the  use  of  skimmed  milk  at  regu- 
lar intervals  and  in  fixed  dwea — two  to  eight  ounces  every  two  hours,  together  with 
the  use  of  npartein  in  full  doses,  one>quarter  of  a  grain  three  times  a  day,  up  to  two 
grains  daily.  The  milk  is  given  skimmed  because  it  is  more  easily  assimilated. 
Dr.  Tyson  found  that  a  diet  of  this  character  not  only  tended  to  reduce  the  dropsi- 
cal accumulation,  but  it  also  greatly  assisted  the  physiological  action  of  such  drugs 
as  spartein  and  caffein.  Tiiis  treatment  is  especially  indicated  in  cases  where 
there  is  a  complete  saturation  of  all  the  tissues,  including  the  kidney  itself,  with 
transuded  serum,  and  where  there  is  no  movement  in  the  lymph  spaces  and  lymph 
veaaels.— Medical  Neux,  June  21,  1890. 

The  Sweat-bands  of  Hats. — The  sweat-bands  of  hats  may  contain  even 
twenty-eight  per  cent,  of  fatty  acids,  which  in  summer  may  penetrate  into  the  fore- 
head and  cause  inflammation  and  deeply  corrode  the  skin.  To  prevent  this  effect, 
it  is  advisable  to  rub  the  hat-band  with  burnt  magnesia  every  little  while,  so  as  to 
leave  a  small  film  on  the  leather,  wiping  it  off  with  a  cloth  before  using  again. — 
Jcmm.  of  Cutan.  and  Oenito-  Urin.  Vis. 

IIebnia  of  the  Lung. — Litten  showed  recently,  before  the  Berlin  Medical  So- 
ciety, a  workman,  who  had  suffered  since  1869  from  a  pneumocele  of  the  lef(  side. 
The  condition  was  not  congenital,  but  acquired  in  a  severe  accident,  by  which  four 
of  the  left  ribs  were  broken.  One  oould  still  recognize  on  the  left  side  close  to  the 
sternum  a  large  bone  depression,  from  which,  on  cough  or  pressure,  a  large  tumor 
protruded,  disappearing  inward  in  inspiration.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
hernia  there  was  no  trace  of  the  chest  muscles — either  pectorals  or  intercostals; 
besides  the  skin  there  was  only  the  subcutaneous  fatty  tissue.  The  mass  could  be 
readily  compressed  and  gave  a  crepitating  sound.  Acquired  hernia  of  the  lung  is 
usually  the  effect  of  gun-shot  injury.  Most  cases  of  pulmonary  hernia,  however,  are 
congenital,  and  supposed  to  arise  in  utero  from  the  elbow  being'  pressed  closely 
against  the  chest-wall,  and  so  causing  an  openinsf,  at  the  same  time  pn)bably  rup- 
turing the  fibres  of  the  intercostal  muscles,  whilst  the  sac  consists  solely  of  the 
costal  pleura. — The  Practitioner, 

The  Pneumonia  of  Influenza. — According  to  Leyden,  pneumonia  is  the  most 
frequent  complication  of  influenza.  It  is  still,  he  says,  an  open  question  as  to  the  rela- 
tion they  bear  to  each  other — whether  the  pneumonia  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  pecu- 
liar localization  of  influenza  or  simply  a  complication.  He  hold^  that  at  all  events  it 
is  something  metre  than  a  mere  accidental  complication,  and  that  an  intimate  rela- 
tion exists.  Pneumonia  has  accompanied  every  influenza  epidemic,  and  at  each 
outbreak  cases  have  occurred  in  exceptional  numbers.  As  far  back  as  Sydenham's 
time  It  was  known  that  it  difiered  from  the  ordinary  form.  Leyden  points  out  as 
amongst  its  peculiarities,  that  its  course  was  seldom  that  of  typical  pneumonia,  that 
it  rarely  began  with  a  decided  rigor,  and  that  the  inflammatory  symptoms — notably 
the  pain  in  the  side — were  little  marked.  The  local  process  likewise  was  not  char- 
acteristic ;  one  had  frequently  to  seek  for  three  or  four  days  for  local  signs,  then 
crepitation  would  be  heard  over  a  considerable  area,  and  perhaps  by  the  following 
day  it  had  quite  vanished,  only  to  appear  in  another  place.  Not  often  did  it  come 
to  hepatization  with  definite  dulAess.  Typical  rusty  sputum  was  seldom  observed. 
In  many  cases  there  was  either  no  expectoration  or  it  was  catarrhal,  perhaps,  for 


1890.]  Gleanings.  569 

one  or  two  dayg,  of  a  sanffnineous  color.  In  single  cases  one  saw  a  copioas,  serous 
expectoration,  erayish  white  and  often  in  great  amount.  The  usual  crises  were 
seldom  seen.  In  fact,  the  course  of  the  inflammatory  attack  w&<t  altogether  milder 
— the  severe  symptoms  usually  present,  the  urgent  dyspnoea  and  the  rapid  infiltra- 
tion, being  all  conspicuous  by  their  absence ;  whilst  the  dangers  were  mostly  con- 
ditioned by  the  state  of  the  individual,  the  aged  and  enfeebled  suffering  most.  The 
temperature  chart  likewise  showed  its  favorable  course.  Further,  the  pneumonia 
spared  no  classes,  the  individuals  who  usually  escape  being  affected  in  a  degree 
rarely  seen.  A  consideration  of  all  these  points  of  difference  may  raise  the  question 
whether  we  have  to  deal  with  a  genuine  pneumonia.  This,  however,  is  the  case. 
Lieyden  suggests  that  in  Berlin  they  had  to  do  with  several  forms.  He  examined 
two  cases  post-mortem.  They  showed  infiltration,  and  were  designated  fibrinous 
pneumonia,  but  the  infiltration  was  loose  and  the  section  not  granular  but  smooth  ; 
the  condition  appearing  thus  to  differ  f^om  the  usual  fibrinous  pneumonia.  Micro- 
scopically, there  was  no  firm  hepatization  from  fibrinous  masses,  but  a  loose  filling 
of  the  alveoli  with  cells  having  one  or  more  nuclei. — Berlin  Klin,  Wochenschr.,  No. 
10, 1890. 

^  Warm,  Moist  Inhalations  in  Phthisis. — The  treatment  of  phthisis  by  inhala- 
tion of  warm  air,  a  method  introduced  by  Krull,  is  that  of  allowing  the  patient  to 
breathe  air  saturated  with  moisture  and  having  a  temperature  a  little  above  that  of 
the  body.  The  object  is  in  no  way  to  act  upon  the  bacillus  of  tubercle  (as  in  the 
hot  air  treatment),  but  to  increase  the  power  of  resistance  of  the  tissues.  By  means 
of  the  warm,  moist  air  the  bloodvessels  which  supply  the  lungs  are  dilated,  the 
organs  themselves  more  plentifully  supplied  with  blood  and  the  pulmonary  nutri- 
tion increased.  It  is  possible  that  in  the  affected  lung  the  parts  not  yet  invaded  are 
made  more  resistant  to  the  influence  of  the  bacillus,  while  on  the  other  hand  ab- 
sorption may  be  promoted  in  the  diseased  area  and  cicatrization  induced.  The 
results  in  Krull's  hands  are  stated  to  have  been  Yerj  good.  In  a  number  of  cases 
there  was  so-called  ''permanent  recovery;*'  in  others  an  improvement  *' almost 
approaching  cure*'  was  attained ;  whilst  in  some  there  was  no  result,  and  more 
especially  was  this  the  case  in  advanced  forms  or  those  complicated  by  syphilis  or 
renal  disease.  The  most  convenient  temperature  for  the  air  is  96.6^  to  98.6^  F., 
and  the  duration  of  the  inhalation  fifWen  minutes  daily. 

Leubuscher  brings  forward  sixteen  carefully  observed  cases  treated  by  this  method. 
In  four  patients  with  advanced  disease  no  improvement  was  apparent ;  in  three 
there  was  almost  "recovery  ;"  while  in  the  remaining  nine  more  or  leHs  improve- 
ment was  noted.  The  patients  felt  well  both  during  and  after  the  inhalation.  No 
unfavorable  symptoms  arose,  hemoptysis  never  occurring,  but  on  the  contrary 
traces  of  blood  disappeared  from  the  sputum  after  inhalation. — The  Practitioner, 

Pneumonia  and  Pregnancy. — L*Union  Frai^niaud,  in  the  V  Union  Midi- 
eali,  states:  Although  the  occurrence  of  pneumonia  during  pregnancy  is  a  by  no 
means  rare  accident,  its  history  is  still  incomplete;  certain  points  require  elucida- 
tion. Pneumonia  is  known  to  be  a  grave  complication  of  pregnancy,  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  to  bring  about  its  interruption ;  the  nearer  the  pregnancy  ap- 
proaches its  termination  the  more  probable  is  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus,  and  the 
more  serious  is  the  prognosis  for  both  mother  and  child.  It  is  not  known,  however, 
what  is  the  influence,  good  or  bad,  exercised  by  abortion  or  premature  labor  upon 
the  progress  of  the  pneumonia,  whether  the  mother  benefits  or  suffers  by  the  inter- 
ruption of  pregnancy,  and,  consequently,  in  our  practice,  whether  it  is  right  to  en- 
courage or  prevent  miscarriage.  Some  authors  consider  that  expulsion  of  the  foetus 
favors  resolution  of  the  pulmonary  lesion,  and  consequently  advise  active  interfer- 
ence to  empty  the  uterus;  other  authors  hold  that  most  often  the  woman  succumbs 
after  abortion,  and  consequently  advise  that  all  possible  means  should  be  used  to 
prevent  it. 

Fraigniand  relates  the  case  of  a  primipara,  aged  21,  in  whom,  already  weakened 
by  repeated  ailments  during  her  pregnancy,  pneumonia  supervened  at  the  end  of 
the  eighth  month. 

In  spite  of  the  usual  treatment  (kermes,  mineral,  quinine,  brandy,  tincture  of  iodine 
applications),  the  condition  of  the  patient  became  steadily  worse  until,  on  the  evening 
of  the  sixth  day,  labor  oimmenced.  This  went  on  easily,  a  living  child,  healthy 
but  very  ill-nourished,  being  born  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day.  Consequent 
upon  this  there  was  an  immediate  improvement  in  the  maternal  condition.    Fraig- 
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niaud  ie  of  the  opinion  that  when  pnenmoDia  occun  at  the  end  of  pregnancy,  pre- 
mature labor  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  fortunate  event,  and  that  in  special  circum- 
stances an  active  interference  is  to  be  recommended. — The  Medical  C%r<mide. 

The  Causes  of  Pernicious  An2Kmia. — Writing  on  the  subject  of  pemicioufl 
ansmia,  M.  Mulier  describes  a  case  in  which  the  TOthriocephalus  latus  appeared 
to  have  set  up  this  disease.  The  diagnosis  of  pernicious  anemia  was  established  by 
the  presence  of  fever,  by  retinal  h»morrhagefi,  and  bj  the  characters  of  the  blood. 
The  blood  was  very  wa'terv ;  and  the  red  corpuscles,  whilst  their  color  was  rela- 
tively preserved,  presented  some  large  nucleated  forms.  The  writer  also  gives  an 
account  of  four  cases  of  pernicious  anemia  in  which  syphilis  was  present.  He 
contends  that  in  two  cases  syphilis  actually  bore  a  causal  relation  to  the  disease  of 
the  blood,  specific  treatment  proving  very  successful.  It  is  manifestly  necessary  to 
accept  M.  MUller's  conclusion  with  great  caution,  the  connection  of  the  pernicious 
aneemia  with  the  other  diseases  named  being  open  to  a  different  interpretation.— 
—The  Practitioner, 

Treatment  of  Cocainism. — Dr.  T.  S.  Clouston,  Lecturer  on  Mental  Di«*ea86s  in 
the  Edinburgh  University,  thus  summarizes  the  salient  facts  about  cocaine  in  rela- 
tion to  cocainism  :  It  is  the  acutest  and  most  absolute  destroyer  of  inhibition  and 
of  the  moral  sense  generally  yet  known.  The  morbid  craving  is  very  intense  and 
control  is  absent.  To  get  the  same  effect,  the  dose  requires  lo  be  increased  faster 
than  that  of  any  such  drug.  Its  immediate  effects  are  more  transient  than  other 
allied  drugs,  but  this  does  not  apply  to  the  craving  set  up.  Cases  have  been  re- 
corded where  the  drug,  from  being  used  in  the  most  legitimate  way,  as  an  external 
application  to  subdue  the  pains  caused  by  skin  eruptions  and  sores,  has  set  up  a 
craviq^or  its  continuous  use  and  for  its  effects  on  the  higher'brain  functions  quite 
apart  from  the  analgesic  effect  for  which  it  was  employed. 

The  treatment  of  cocainism  consists  in  outside  control  of  the  patient,  in  at  once 
stopping  the  drug,  in  careful  watching,  nursing,  the  use  of  every  sort  of  food  that 
will  keep  np  the  strength,  and  of  the  bromide  of  ammonium,  brandy  or  wine,  tea 
and  cofiiee,  and  possibly  a  hypnotic,  like  paraldehyde  or  sulpbonal,  for  at  least  two 
or  three  nights. — The  Practitioner, 

A  Floating  Spleen  in  the  Pelvis. — Dr.  Klein,  of  Breslau,  has  described,  in 
the  Aliinchener  Med.  Wochenschriftf  a  case  where  a  large  displaced  spleen  was  found, 
during  a  necropsy,  in  the  pelvis  of  a  woman  aged  63.  It  lay  in  tne  utero-vesical 
pouch,  the  uterus  being  pushed  far  backward.  Between  the  spleen  and  the  greater 
curvature  of  the  stomach  ran  a  cord  of  the  thickness  of  a  man's  thumb,  twisted 
once  on  its  long  axis.  This  cord  was  formed  out  of  the  suspensory  ligament  of  the 
spleen  and  the  gastro-splenic  omentum.  The  weight  of  the  displaced  organ  seemed 
to  account  for  its  descent  into  the  pelvis ;  the  traction  on  the  long  cord  had  drawn 
somewhat  downward  the  stomach,  liver  and  transverse  colon.  A  ring  pessary  was 
discovered  in  the  vagina,  where  it  had  apparently  lain  for  some  time;  this  sug- 
gested that  the  spleen  might  have  been  mistaken  for  a  retroverted  uterus,  as  id- 
ready  occurred  in  a  case  described  by  Dic^l  and  Rezek.  Perfect  evidence  of  such 
an  error,  however,  could  not  be  obtained,  as  the  introducer  of  the  pessary  could  not 
be  traced.  The  instrument  might  have  been  slipped  in  on  empiric  grounds  to  re- 
lieve symptoms  of  bearing  down  without  any  accurate  exploration,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  displacement  of  the  uterus  backward  may  have  been  diagnosed  and  the 
pessary  applied  with  a  view  to  support  that  organ. — British  Medical  JoumaL 

Tachycardia  and  Bradycardia.— Dr.  Groedel,  Manheim,  says:  "  More  than 
half  of  the  persons  complaining  of  cardiac  palpitations  are  free  from  all  valvular 
troubles,  and  only  sufter  from  disturbances  of  innervation  of  the  heart.  Murmurs 
without  any  organic  alterations  may  be  heard  only  in  cases  of  chlorosis  or  anaemia. 
Such  nervous  palpitations  are  often  witnessed  in  persons  of  a  neurasthenic  habit,  from 
heredity,  and  then  any  depressing  efiect,  gynecological  disea.«%es,  climaxis,  disturb- 
ances in  the  digestive  organs,  especially  fiatulency  and  habitual  constipation,  in- 
toxications from  the  abuse  of  tobacco,  tea,  coffee,  etc,  or  arthritis  may  set  the  ball 
in  motion.  Often  regulation  of  the  mode  of  life  and  sensible  hydro-therapeutic 
treatment  with  a  sojourn  where  pure  fresh  air  can  be  enjoyed,  suffice  to  quiet  this  ner- 
vous excitement  without  any  medicinal  treatment,  though  iron,  arsenic,  quinine  are 
said  to  act  beneficially.  In  tachycardia,  on  the  contrary,  we  meet  a  considerable 
and  continued  acceleration  of  the  action  of  the  heart  without  any  subjective  sensa- 
tion of  palpitation,  which  may  be  permanent  or  come  in  paroxysms;  the  heart  is 
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also  here  mostly  intact ;  even  where  there  is  a  cardiac  difficulty,  it  can  often  only  be 
considered  as  a  predisposing  excitant  for  the  paroxysms.  Leyden  considers  tachy- 
cardia as  a  state  where  the  vagus  is  paralyzed  or  threatened  with  paralysis.  Ger- 
hardt  also  considers  paralysis  of  the  vagus  the  cause  of  most  nervous  tachycardin 
and  those  where  the  pulse  rises  above  two  hundred,  arise  from  a  combination  of 
paralysis  of  the  vagus  with  irritation  of  the  sympathetica.  Bradycardia,  a  retard- 
ation of  the  pulse,  may  also  be  caused  by  disturbances  of  innervation,  and  may  be 
eeen  iu  persons  enjoying  otherwise  good  health,  or  it  may  be  a  symptom  of  some 
other  disease,  as  of  arterio-8clerosi{<,  especially  of  the  coronary  arteries  or  of  fatty 
heart ;  or  it  may  srise  from  acute  articular  rheumatism  without  any  cardiac  disease  ; 
or  it  may  be  associated  with  coproslasis,  icterus,  convalescence  from  acute  febrile 
diseases,  affections  of  nervous  central  organs  or  of  peripheral  nerves,  and  chronic 
infections  and  constitutional  diseases." — Berliner  Klin.  TTocAenscAr.,  21,  1890. 


GYN-«COLOGY  AND  OBSTETRICS. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

GEO.  R.  80UTHWICK,  M.D..  and  E.  W.  MERCER,  M.D. 


The  Treatment  op  Cicatbices  op  the  Vagina.— Otto  Kiistner  reports  an 
interesting  case  of  extreme  stenosis  of  the  vagina,  the  result  of  sloughing  after 
labor,  in  which  the  usual  treatment  of  dilatation  and  incision  failed.  He  then  dis- 
sected out  a  large  portion  of  the  cicatrix  and  replaced  the  extensive  defect  caused 
by  this  operation  with  a  piece  of  human  intestine,  which  had  just  been  removed  in 
ao  operation  for  an  artificial  anus  and  had  been  preserved  in  a  warm  six  per  cent, 
chloride  of  sodium  solution.  The  wound  healed  perfectly  and  the  intestine  united 
at  every  point.  Not  enough  of  the  cicatrix  had  been  removed  and  a  second  similar 
operation  was  performed  higher  up  in  the  vagina,  a  piece  of  mucous  membrane 
from  an  old  vaginal  prolapse  being  used  for  the  new  flap  of  tissue.  The  result  was 
not  good,  and  a  few  months  later  cicatricial  tissue  whs  again  dissected  away  and 
the  surface  covered  by  a  flap  taken  up  from  the  vagina,  turned  at  an  angle  of  90° 
and  united  over  the  wound.  The  raw  surface  left  bare  was  covered  by  iodoform 
gauze  and  healed  by  granulation. — Zeiischrift  fur  OeburtBhiU/e  und  Qynakologv^  Bd. 
xviii.,  H.  2,  1890.  (This  flap  operation  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  operation  of  B. 
Crede,  who  replaced  the  loss  of  substance  in  the  vagina  bv  a  flap  from  the  labium 
majus.  The  objection  to  this  operation  is  the  growth  of  hair  in  the  vagina. — G.  R.  8.) 

The  Treatment  op  Endocervicitis. — Stratz  made  a  series  of  observations  to 
test  the  value  of  the  application  of  chloride  of  zinc  and  lactic  acid.  He  found  the 
former  was  the  better  of  the  two  applications.  Scarcely  any  benefit  was  obtained 
from  weak  solutions.  A  50  per  cent,  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc  cured  some  cases 
and  also  seemed  to  produce  cicatricial  hardening  of  the  tissue.  The  leucorrhoea 
returned  after  a  few  months  in  nearly  all  cases.  He  considers  Schroder's  excision 
far  superior  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases.  He  also  made  a  series  of  careful 
microscopic  examinations  to  test  the  comparative  frequency  of  endometritis  and 
endocervicitis.  In  thirty  well-marked  cases  of  the  latter  disease  with  slimy, 
purulent  discharge,  there  were  only  five  showing  signs  of  endometritis,  three  of  the 
interstitial  form  and  two  in  which  the  glands  were  chiefly  involved. — Zeitschrift 
fur  QeburtshUlfe  und  Qyndkologie,  Bd.  xviii.,  H.  2, 1890. 

The  True  Corpus  Luteum.— Dr.  Gottschalk  exhibited  to  the  Berlin  Obstetrical 
and  Gynscologicai  Society,  two  large  corpus  luteum  cysts,  one  the  size  of  an  orange 
and  the  other  the  size  of  a  small  apple.  The  chief  points  of  interest  are  the  ex- 
treme size  of  the  cysts  and  the  fact  that  they  were  found  in  a  sterile  woman.  In 
other  words,  a  large  corpus  luteum  is  not  necessarily  dependent  on  pregnancy  or 
absolute  proof  of  it,  as  has  been  generally  considered. 

Contribution  to  the  Question  or  Sterility. — In  an  excellent  article  on 
this  subject,  Drs.  Lier  and  Ascher  are  of  the  opinion  that  in  a  large  proportion  of 
cases,  the  husband  is  to  blame  rather  than  the  wife,  and  recommend  a  microscopic 
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examination  of  the  semen  and  an  inquiry  as  to  the  previous  existence  of  gonorrhoea 
or  any  of  its  consequences. 

Among  76  women  applying  for  treatment  for  absolute  sterility,  16  were  per- 
fectly normal,  29  showed  slight  obstruction  to  conception,  and  in  31  the  mechanical 
obstruction  was  marked  ;  and  in  15  of  these  there  was  eonorrhceai  endometritis, 
salpingitis  or  perimetritis.  The  cases  belonged  to  the  higher  and  middle  classes 
of  society.  Among  the  76  husbands.  15  denied  examination  and  15  were  absent 
46  were  examined  ;  21  of  these  were  azooA|)ermikers,  2  were  oIigozoospermikerB,5 
of  the  men  had  severely  infected  their  wives  with  gonorrhoea,  6  were  impotent  and 
6  partially  so.  In  other  words,  ih  70  per  cent,  of  these  cases  (46-32)  the  primary 
fault  was  with  the  husband. 

Even  with  years  of  careful  treatment,  those  women  suffering  from  chronic  gonor- 
rhcea  were  seldom  cured  so  as  to  conceive.  There  were  only  4  women  among  the 
41  infected  who  became  pregnant  after  treatment  Thev  fuund  28.9  |>er  cent,  of 
the  husbands  sterile  (azoofsperniikers) ;  11.8  i»er  cent,  sterile  as  the  result  of  gonor- 
rhcea  and  9.2  per  cent  from  impotence  or  sexual  excess,  ix.,  in  49  9  per  cent, 
marriage  was  unfruitful  on  account  of  the  men. 

In  another  summary  of  151  cases  of  sterility  complicated  with  other  diseases:  In 
79  of  them,  gonorrhoeal  infection  was  the  cause  of  ii.  86  of  the  husbands  were  ex- 
amined; 21  of  these  were  a^oosfierniikers  and  2  were  oiigozoo8[>ermikers.  Of  the 
60  vigorous  men,  34  had  certainly  infected  their  wives  with  gonorrhcea  at  the 
beginning  of  married  life.  In  other  words,  30  per  cent  of  the  men  were  sterile 
and  39.5  per  cent,  of  the  remainder  had  made  their  wives  so  by  infection,  (.&, 
about  70  per  cent  of  the  men  were  to  blame  for  the  sterility  of  their  wives.  It 
mav  be  said  here  that  the  a£ooH(>ermatism  was  mostly  due  to  gonorrhoea. 

Twenty-five  of  the  wives  of  the  35  men  who  refused  to  be  examined  bad  gonor- 
rhoea in  some  form.  None  of  the  wives  of  these  men  became  pregnant  after  treat- 
ment, and  only  17  of  the  entire  151  women  conceived.  131  women  had  married 
15  azoospermikers,  70  men  infected  with  gonorrhoea  and  2  were  married  to 
impotent  men;  or  87  men  who  were  in  fault.  Only  4  of  thetie  were  cured.  Oa 
a  summary  of  these  151  cases,  26  men  were  sterile  (21  azoospermikers,  5  impotent], 
17.2  per  cent. ;  70  men  (not  including  the  above)  had  caused  sterility  by  gonor- 
rhoea, 46.4  per  centt ;  30  women  were  probably,  but  not  with  absolute  certainty, 
sterile ;  25  cases  are  not  to  be  decided  as  to  who  is  at  fault  Very  few  of  the 
entire  227  cases  were  cured  when  gonorrhoea  was  present,  and  it  may  be  said  with 
the  greatest  probability,  that  in  C6J  per  cent,  of  all  cases,  sterility  is  due  to  the 
male  rather  thah  to  the  female. 

In  22  more  cases  where  they  were  consulted  for  relative  sterility,  i-c,  having 

^  given  birth  to  one  child  but  not  becoming  pregnant  after  a  considerable  period  of 

time,  they  found  gonorrhoeal  infection  had  taken  place  soon  after  childoed  in  a 

large  proportion  of  cases.     No  case  recovered,  i.e ,  became  impregnated,  in  spite  of 

long-continued  treatment. 

In  another  series  of  175  cases  of  sterility  which  consulted  them  for  other  com- 
plaints than  sterility,  inflammation  of  the  uterus  or  appendages  and  the  remains 
of  a  former  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  and  cellular  tissue  as  well  as  the  his- 
tory of  a  former  puerperal  fever  were  apparently  common  causes  of  sterility.  Gon- 
orrhoea! infection  was  also  observed.  No  cases  were  included  where  means  were 
taken  to  prevent  conception.  Indeed,  many  of  the  women  stated  that  thev  had 
formerly  employed  preventive  measures  and  given  it  up  as  they  felt  so  much  better 
without'  the  prevention. — ZeiUchrift  fur  Geburtthulfe  und  Gyndhjlogve^  Bd.,  xviii., 
H.  2,  181*0. 

Pyosalpinx  and  the  Gonococcus.— Von  Rosthom  reports  that,  in  twelve  cases 
of  pyosalpinx,  of  undoubted  gonorrhceal  origin,  a  careful  search  for  gonococci, 
both  by  culture  and  direct  examination,  was  in  vain.  He  agrees  with  Bumm  and 
Frilnkel,  that  the  presence  of  the  gonococcus  in  chrnnic  cases  is  too  uncertain  to  be 
considered  reliable  and  practical  proof  of  the  origin  of  the  disease.  In  about  half 
the  canes  of  salpingitis  severe  menorrhagia  and  atypical  haemorrhages  were  pres- 
ent. I'erHJstent  colicky  pains  were  present  in  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  cases.  Peri- 
metritis wa.K  present  to  an  equal  extent 

In  difficiili  ca^es,  the  end  of  the  tube  next  to  the  uterus  was  first  divided  and 
then  the  mass  carefully  enucleated,  splitting  the  broad  ligament,  if  necessary,  to 
remove  the  diseaKed  lulie.  In  some  cases  the  pus  sack  ruptured  and  ihe  contents 
escaped.     The  periumeum  was  cleansed   with  a  2^  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic 
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acid.  In  no  rase  did  infection  follow  such  a  dischai^e  of  pus,  even  when  it  was 
oiiensive.  It  may,  therefore,  be  assumed  that  in  chronic  suppuration  of  the  Fal- 
lopian tuhes  or  abscess-cavities  proper,  the  pus  gradually  loses  its  virulence. — 
Ousserow,  Hegar,  Kaltenbach,  Arck%v,fur  Gyndkologie,  H.  3, 1890. 

The  Opekative  Treatment  op  Uterine  Myomata.— In  four  hundred  caf^es 
of  myoma  Leopold  found  81  per  cent,  occurred  in  married  women.  He  attaches 
much  importance  to  the  copious  lymphatic  discharges  which  weaken  the  patient 
nearly  as  much  as  hiemorrhaees.  He  urges  the  importance  of  an  early  operation 
before  the  patient's  strength  aeteriorates  and  draws  particular  attention  to  degen- 
eration of  the  heart>muscle  as  a  contra-indication  to  operating.  Dilatation  of  the 
cervix,  with  laminaria  tents,  has  been  very  beneficial  in  controlling  uterine  hsemor- 
rhage.  Castration  has  given  excellent  results,  nearly  all  the  tumors  disappearing 
or  diminishing.  Vaginal  hysterectomy  is  recommended  in  preference  when  prac- 
ticable. The  growth  must  not  be  larger  than  an  infant's  head  if  this  operation  is 
to  be  performed.  In  myomotomy  he  prefers  the  extra-peritoneal  method  rather 
than  the  intra-peritoneal.  His  rate  of  mortality  for  myomotomy  is  21.2  per  cent. 
— Archiv  Jur  Gynakologie,  Bd.  xxxviii.,  H.  I.,  p.  1, 1890. 

Inversion  of  the  Uterus. — Barsoni,  of  Budapest,  reports  a  case  in  which  a 
midwife  removed  a  placenta  by  main  force.  Unconsciousness  followed.  For  four 
weeks  the  woman  suffered  from  puerperal  fever,  continual  hemorrhage  and  pain. 
When  she  tried  to  exert  herself  she  felt  a  swelling  the  size  of  an  efi,g  about  the 
labia.  Three  months  afterwards  Baselli  was  called  in.  lieposition  with  the  hand 
and  with  the  colpeurynter  was  tried  many  times,  but  unsuccessfully.  Removal  of 
the  uterus  was  being  seriously  considered,  when,  as  a  last  experiment,  reposition 
with  the  patient  in  tlie  knee- elbow  position  was  tried,  and  succeeded  in  restoring 
the  organ  to  its  normal  position. —  Wien,  Med,  PresfCt  15, 1890. 

Agalactia. — Dr.  Messinger  has  used  the  following  treatment  successfully  in 
cases  of  agalactia :  Daily  massage  of  the  mammary  glands ;  aloes  in  divided  doses ; 
cold  sponging  and  friction  of  the  mammse  morning  and  evening.  After  the  third 
application  of  the  massage,  he  noticed  a  bluish  network  of  vessels  on  the  anterior 
surface  of  the  thorax.  After  the  sixth,  milk  could  be  pressed  out  from  the  nipples, 
and  after  the  sixteenth  the  flow  of  milk  was  usually  fully  established.  The  mas- 
sage was  applied  by  carefully  stroking  the  gland  from  the  nipple  centrifugally  in 
all  directions,  with  a  fine  foam  of  soap  in  order  to  evacuate  the  veins,  the  masseur 
standing  at  the  head  of  the  patient.  The  anaemia  thus  occasioned  is  followed  by 
an  arterial  congestion,  and  the  vitality  of  the  mammary  glands  is  Increased.  A  good 
result  may  be  expected  in  three-fourths  of  the  cases. —  Wien,  Med..  Presae.  16, 1890. 

Syphilitic  Affections  of  the  UTERUs.—Mr.  Henry  I^ee  reports  two  cases 
that  may  safely  be  looked  upon  as  syphilitic  uterine  affections.  The  first  one  was 
that  of  the  wife  of  a  man  who  had  had  syphilis.  She  herself  had  a  distinct  syphil- 
itic eruption  of  the  lower  part  of  the  body.  She  had  been  under  a  prolonged 
course  of  treatment  for  disease  of  the  womb,  and  for  weeks  together  had  kept  to  Tier 
bed  on  account  of  menorrhagia.  After  a  sustained  course  of  mercury  she  was  per- 
fectly cured.  The  other  case  was  that  of  a  woman  with  syphilitic  eruptions,  who 
snffered  from  backache,  bearing  down  sensations,  and  almost  conntant  leiicorrhoea. 
Any  pressure  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  uterus  gave  rise  to  pain.  Under  a  mild 
course  of  mercury  all  her  symptoms  disappeared. — The  Lancet^  July  5,  1890. 

The  Hot  Wet  Pack  in  the  Treatment  of  Eclampsia.— Dr.  Barton  Cooke 
Hirst  looks  upon  the  hot  wet  pack  as  a  most  valuable  agent  in  the  treatment  of 
puerperal  eclampsia.  Cases  apparently  hopeless  under  other  methods  of  treatment 
ofttinies  yield  to  the  profuse  diaphoresis  following  a  hot  wet  pack.  The  pack  is  to 
be  given  by  wringing  out  four  blankets  in  hot  water,  surrounding  each  lower  ex- 
tremity, the  trunk  under  the  arms,  and  finally  the  trunk  and  arms  with  the  hot, 
moist  blanket,  first  slipping  under  the  patient  a  rubber  sheet,  and  afterwards  tucking  a 
couple  of  dry  blankets  over  the  whole,  the  head  being  kept  cool  by  cloths  dip^d 
in  ice-water.  The  sweating  thus  induced  was  profuse,  and  no  doubt  carried  off  the 
greater  part  of  the  poison  in  the  blood.  The  hot  wet  pack  treatment  pr.  Hirst 
thinks  preferable  to  any  other.  Chloral  arid  bromide  of  potassium,  which  lessen 
muscular  action  and  dull  sensibility,  can  be  but  temporary  makeshifts  until  the 
more  important  object  of  treatment  is  obtained. —  UnivereUy  Medical  JoumaL 
July,  1890. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND  LARYNGOLOGY, 

CONDUCTED  BY 

CHAS.  M.  THOMAS,  M.D, 


Pathology  and  New  Treatment  of  Sympathetic  Ophthalmia. — Thecon- 
cliiisions  of  Leber  and  Deiitnchmann  in  regai-d  to  the  pathology  of  svmpathetic  optbal- 
mia,  as  presented  by  Dr.  Charles  Abadie,  of  Paris,  are  that  genuine  sympathetic 
ophthalmia,  reMiiiting  from  a  traumatic  legion,  is  a  formidable  microbian  disease, of 
infectious  origin,  cau.sing  sympathetic  irritation  through  the  transmission  of  the 
infection  by  ctmtinuitj  of  tissue  through  the  optic  nerve  and  chasm  to  the  opjxisite 
eye.  This  seems  more  reasonable  than  that  the  irritation  is  transmitted  through 
the  ciliary  nerves  and  nervous  centres.  The  therapeutic  agents  and  dressings 
applied  to  the  injured  eye  may  not  be  antiseptic;  the  edges  of  the  wound  may  not 
lie  down  closely  or  evenly,  and  it  thus  becomes  invaded  by  microbes.  These  soon 
generate  and  multiply,  penetrating  into  the  deeper  parts  of  the  eye,  and  through 
the  chasm  into  the  optic  nerve  of  the  opposite  side.  Thus  we  have  an  easy  explana- 
tion of  tiie  chain  of  pathological  phenomena  during  the  evolution  of  microbes  and 
their  disorganizing  action  upon  the  healthy  tissues.  These  same  ideas  seem  to 
explain  the  remaining  obscure  points  in  the  progress  and  treatment  of  this  singular 
and  formidable  disease. 

The  present  prominent  method  of  treatment  is  enucleation  of  the  injured  eye  in 
order  to  save  the  second  eye.  It  is  evident  that  if  enucleation  of  the  infected  or 
injured  eye  is  performed  before  the  infection  has  gained  access  to  the  optic  nerve, 
and  thus  the  means  of  communication  cut  ofl'by  section  of  the  nerve,  the  propaga- 
tion is  cut  short  and  the  other  eye  saved. 

Saving  the  good  eye  will  be  assisted,  besides  enucleation  of  the  bad  eye,  by  the 
u.se  of  mercurial  germicides  (general  ointment  inunctions).  This  is  one  method,  bnt 
at  present,  as  we  have  a  betl&  knowledge  of  the  true  nature  of  the  disea^ye  with 
which  we  have  to  combat,  we  should,  and  we  can,  give  much  better  and  more 
eflective  treatment. 

We  are  now  told  that  enucleation  may  be  avoided,  even  where  an  eye  is  seriously 
injured.  At  first,  we  try  by  a  strict  antiseptic  treatment  to  avoid  all  infection,  but  if, 
in  spite  of  all,  infection  occurs,  we  cauterize  the  wound  with  the  cautery  point, 
wherever  it  may  be,  being  careful  to  apply  it  to  every  part  of  the  wound,  and  to  have 
the  patient  thoroughly  chloroformed.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  if  it  should  develop, 
try  to  prevent  its  further  progress  by  injecting  into  the  eye  (which  now  seems  des- 
tined to  enucleation )  one  or  two  drops,  at  most,  of  a  1  to  1000  bichloride  solution.  These 
injections  cause  considerable  irritation  for  some  hours,  but  little  by  little  the  reaction 
subsides,  until  the  eye  bec«jnies  normal,  and  both  eyes  then  improve.  Abadie  then 
cites  three  cases  in  which  he  injected  the  bichloride  solution— in  one  case  two 
drops  of  a  I  to  500  solution — all  of  which  were  followed,  in  a  few  days,  bv  com- 
))leie  subsidence  of  the  inflammation  and  all  irritation,  and  finally  by  considerable 
acutenesA  of  vision.  In  view  of  these  facts  he  suys,  that  enucleation,  heretofore 
the  first  thing  to  be  done,  should  only  be  resorted  to  at  once,  in  those  exceptional 
cases  where  there  is  al)s<:»lutely  no  hope  of  saving  the  eye. — Amet'ican  Journal  of 
Ophthfilmohgy,  June,  1890. 

Treatment  for  the  Radical  Cure  of  Polypi  of  the  Nose. — Dr.  E. 
Harrison  Griffin,  of  New  York,  after  the  use  of  caustics  and  irritants — chromic, 
glacial,  acetic,  carbolic,  tannic  acids,  the  actual  cautery,  and  the  tincture  of  iodine 
— ui>on  ti  e  nasal  raucous  membrane  after  the  removal  of  polypi,  finds  that  thes«e 
growths  return  more  quickly  when  their  removal  is  followed  by  the  application  of 
irriiunts.  He  operates  with  the  snare  in  preference  to  all  other  methcxU,  first  put- 
ting the  parts  under  the  complete  control  of  cocaine.  This  he  considers  a  most 
important  part  of  the  operation  :  first,  the  cocaine  empties  the  bloodvessels  of  the 
tiirl)inHted  tissue  and  allows  a  more  nearly  perfect  view  of  the  growths;  and  second, 
because,  when  the  part  is  under  the  influence  of  the  drug,  the  hemorrhage  is  more 
perlectly  controlled  and  the  irritation  resulting  from  the  introduction  of  the  snare 
greatly  diminished.     In  removing  these  growths  the  aim  should  be  to  produce  as 
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little  irritation  as  possible,  and  after  the  operation  the  same  condition  of  affairs 
should  Rtill  be  preserved. 

Anv  irritation  will  lead  to  a  recnrrence  of  these  growths,  as  proved  in  the  prac- 
tice of  Dr.  Griffin,  who  wa.<*  therefore  led  to  abandon  all  medication  with  the  ex- 
ception of  witch-hazel  or  the  application  of  pare  alcohol.  To  the  former  he  gives 
the  preference,  instructing  the  patient  to  spray  the  nose  night  and  morning  with  this 
drn^,  by  means  of  a  Bnrgess  spray,  diluted  at  the  start  with  water  and  gradually 
increased  to  full  strength.  The  parts  should  be  thoroughly  moistened  with  the 
drag,  so  that  it  floods  the  nasal  fosste  and  runs  into  the  the  lower  pharynx.  This 
treatment  should  be  persisted  in  fur  at  least  a  year  after  the  last  remaining  polypus 
has  been  removed.  The  nose  should  be  examined  at  stateii  intervals  and  if  there 
is  a  semblance  of  a  polypus  it  should  be  removed-  With  this  treatment  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  can  be  permanently  cured  and  the  rest  greatly  relieved.— -Jfcrfwa/ 
Beeord,  June  28,  1890. 

Trichloracetic  Acid  in  Intra-nasal  Diseases —Though  the  galvano- 
cautery  has  to  a  great  extent  supplanted  chemical  agents  in  the  treatment  of  hyper- 
trophic rhinitis,  in  mary  cases  the  cicatrix  produced  by  the  application  of  pure 
chromic  acid  is  sufficient  to  cause  contraction  of  the  turbinated  bodies,  and  pos- 
sesses the  advantages  of  not  alarming  the  patient  and  of  requiring  comparatively 
little  manipulative  skill.  Its  disadvantages  are  that  unless  considerable  care  is 
exercised  the  acid  spreads,  causes  an  unnecessarily  large  slough,  and  an  undesirable 
amount  of  inflammatory  reaction. 

Trichloracetic  acid,  recently  introduced,  in  Germany  as  a  cauterant,  apparently 
has  all  the  advantages  and  none  of  the  disadvantages  of  chromic  acid.  Von 
Stein  and  Stanislaw,  of  Moscow,  Journal  of  Lanyngoloay  and  Rhinology^  June,  1 890, 
recommend  it  not  only  in  the  treatment  of  hypertrophy  but  in  that  of  acute  nasal 
catarrh  (coryza),  ozena,  adenoid  vegetations,  and  of  various  laryngeal  diseases.  Mak- 
ing dtie  allowance  for  the  enthusiasm  of  the  experimentalists,  their  assertions  are  still 
so  positive  that  the  drug  should  be  given  a  fair  trial,  although  we  believe  its  field 
will  eventually  be  restricted  to  the  cauterization  of  hypertrophies  and  possibly  as  a 
stimulant  in  the  treatment  of  ozaena. 

As  a  cauterant  a  crystal  of  the  pure  acid  should  be  applied  by  means  of  a  probe, 
precisely  as  chromic  acid  is  ordinarily  used,  and,  of  course,  during  coca<ne  anaes- 
thesia. In  ozaena  a  weak  solution  (five-tenths  of  one  per  cent)  should  be  rapidly 
brushed  over  the  diseased  mucous  membrane.  It  is  stated  that  this  treatment,  if 
repeated  dailv,  corrects  foetor»  softens  the  crusts  and  prevents  their  formation. — 
Meduxd  iVeira,' June  6,  1890. 

ToRTicoLis  Simulated  by  Ocular  Defect.— During  November,  1887,  a  young 
woman  of  seventeen  years  presented  herself  at  the  clinic  of  Dr.  E.  M.  Landolt,  ac- 
companied by  her  parents,  who  said  that  their  daughter  suff*ered  from  her  present 
trouole  since  early  childhood.  The  head  was  strongly  flexed  upon  the  shoulder 
and  the  face  turned  towards  the  opposite  side.  The  vertebral  column  had  also 
taken  a  compensatory  curvature,  and  presented  a  marked  convexity  towards  the  left 
in  its  upper  part,  towards  the  right  in  its  inferior  part.  Every  attempt  to  restore 
the  head  to  its  normal  position  was  irksome  to  her.  Left  to  itself  it  immediately 
returned  to  its  abnormal  position.  Physicians  and  surgeons  treated  her  without  the 
least  result;  electricity,  baths,  orthopaedic  measures  and  internal  treatment  failed, 
and  as  she  grew  taller  the  wry-neck  seemed  onlv  to  increase.  Patient  and  parents 
refused  operative  measures.  As  she  never  had  complained  of  her  sight  (she  was 
emmetropic)  the  family  physician  requested  them  to  go  to  an  oculist  to  find  out 
whether  the  eyes,  which  play  such  an  important  part  in  the  position  of  the  body, 
were  not  to  blame  for  this  obstinate  torticollis.  It  sufficed  to  put  a  colored  glass 
over  one  of  her  eyes  and  to  look  at  the  flame  of  a  candle  held  at  the  other  extremity 
of  the  room.  In  the  habitual  position  of  the  head  the  light  was  seen  simply  bin- 
ocular, that  is,  slightly  colored.  But  when  the  head  was  put  in  its  normal  position 
the  flame  appears  double,  and  this  diplopia  was  absolutely  characteristic  of  a  pa- 
resis of  the  superior  oblique  of  the  left  eye.  In  fact,  this  eye  looked  as  if  standing 
higher  than  the  other  and  slightly  convergent,  and  the  objects  looked  at  appeared 
nece&sarily  lower  and  situated  to  the  left  side.  To  prevent  this  diplopia  phe  was 
forced  to  incline  her  head  towards  the  right  shoulder,  and  the  face  in  the  opposite 
direction,  hence  the  false  position  which  simulated  a  torticollis.  Only  an  operation 
can  care  such  a  long-standing  paresis. — Bulletin  Mid.,  50,  1890. 
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The  Relation  op  Diseased  Conditions  in  the  Upper  Air  Passages  to 
So-called  Nasal  Replexbb.— Dr.  F.  H.  Bosworth,  of  New  York,  speaking  of  the 
large  number  of  diseases  now  recorded  in  the  category  of  nasal  reflexes,  believes 
the  direct  cause  not  to  be  in  the  nose.  As  to  the  question  of  hay  fever  and  asthma, 
intranasal  disease  is  not  the  caune  of  every  case  of  these  two  diseases.  The  special 
morbid  leHion  which  gives  rise  to  a  paroxysm  of  perennial  asthma  is  a  dilatation  of 
the  bloddvesseU  which  circulste  in  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  bronchial 
tubes,  the  result  of  vaso-motor  paresis.  Again,  there  are  two  predisposing  causes 
of  asthma :  First,  that  condition  of  the  general  system  which  we  call  neurt^is, 
under  the  induence  of  which  an  individual  becomes  liable  to  vaso-motor  disturb- 
ances in  one  part  of  the  body  or  another.  Second,  a  chronic  inflammatory  process 
involving  some  portion  of  the  up|>er  air- tract.  In  chronic  inflammation  the  promi- 
nent feature  is  vascular  dilatation,  and  the  whole  mucous  membrane  of  the  upper 
air-tract  is  clo>ely  and  intimately  related.  A  hypenemia  of  the  bloodvessels  of 
the  nose  shows  a  marked  tendency  to  be  followea  by  a  similar  condition  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchial  tubes.  Asthma,  as  before  remarked,  is  not 
in  all  cases  caused  by  an  intranasal  condition,  but  an  intranasal  morbid  condition 
plays  an  exceedingly  important  part  in  its  development.  In  the  author's  original 
paper — Asthma,  with  an  Analysis  of  Eighty  Cases — forty-six  were  reported  as 
cured  and  twenty-six  improved,  the  treatment  being  largely  intranasal.  In  view  of 
these  6gures  and  the  chief  method  of  treatment,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a 
lar^e  majority  of  caseft,  if  not  all,  are  de|>endent  U(>on  an  intranasal  lesion,  and  the 
two  aflections  are  ho  closely  related  that  the  asthma  can  be  materially  aflected  and 
controlled  by  me<licHtion  to  the  nose.  As  regards  hay  fever,  this  is  considered  as 
practically  one  and  the  same  disease  with  asthma,  and  is  to  be  treated  in  the  same 
way. 

In  re<;ard  to  certain  nervous  diseases,  such  as  epilepsy,  Dr.  Bosworth  said  he  had 
seen  notiiing  in  his  own  practice  which  warranted  the  belief  that  that  disease  is  a 
na<*al  reflex.  An  intranasal  cmdition  may  be  a  source  of  marked  irritation,  the 
removal  of  which  will  modify  the  symptoms  of  nervous  tmubles,  but  that  epilepsy 
has  ever  been  cured  by  intranasal  treatment  is  exceedingly  doubtful.  Of  chorea, 
he  has  known  of  only  three  crises  that  have  been  sufficiently  long  under  treatment 
to  warrant  the  statement  that  they  have  been  permanently  relieved  by  intranasal 
treatment.  The  good  results  in  these  ca*«e8  can  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 
removal  of  the  morbid  conditions  in  the  air-passages  of  younfr  patients  is  of^en 
followed  by  marked  improvement  in  the  general  health. — New  ^Tork  Medical  Jour- 
naiy  July  o',  lb90. 

Foreign  Body  Retained  in  the  Nose  for  Twenty  five  Years— Dr. 
Major,  of  Montreal,  reports  the  case  of  an  English  woman  recently  arrived  in 
Can  ids,  who  had  applied  at  his  clinic  for  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat  at  the  Mon- 
treal (Tcneral  Hospital  for  relief  from  nasal  obstruction.  The  patient  attributed 
the  difliitulty  she  experienced  in  breathing  to  a  catarrhal  condition,  the  result  of 
climatic  causes.  On  examination,  the  right  nostril  was  seen  to  be  occluded  by 
swelling  of  the  turbinated  tissue,  but  when  a  pn)be  was  passed  for  exploratory  pur- 
poses, a  foreign  body  of  large  proportions  was  encountered. 

Cocaine  was  applied,  and,  with  difficulty,  a  rhinolith  was  dislodged  which  was 
drawn  through  the  nastril  after  some  trouble.  The  body  measured  19  by  13  by  9 
millimetres,  and  weighed,  when  removed,  two  grammes  and  a  half.  The  patient, 
who  gave  her  age  as  thirty-one  years,  stated  that  when  six  years  old  she  had  intro- 
duced a  number  of  small  sea  shells  into  the  nostril.  She  had  always  believed  that 
they  had  all  been  removed.  She  thought  it  quite  likely  that  a  shell  would  be 
found  lo  be  the  nucleus  of  the  mass.  The  woman's  husband,  who  accompanied  her, 
said  he  remembered  [)erfectly  the  sea-shell  episode  and  could  of  his  own  knowledge 
confirm  his  wife's  statement.  The  rhinolith,  intact,  was  produced,  and,  when  it 
was  crushed,  fragments  of  a  pearly  nature  were  easily  distinguished.  It  is  an  inter- 
esting fact  that  a  foreign  bony  can  occupy  a  nasal  chamber  for  twenty-five  years 
without  exciting  suspicion  and  without  giving  rise  to  much  annoyance.  It  was  also 
curious  that  when  examining  the  patient  no  oflensiVe  odor  was  detected  and  the 
lip  was  not  excoriated,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. — New  York  Medical  Journal,  June 
*^«,  1890. 
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W.  B.  VAN  LENNEP,  M.D.,  assistbd  by  CARL  V.  VI8CHER,  M.D. 


^  Radical  Cure  of  Hernia.— Id  the  enthusiasm  resulting  from  the  immunity 
given  by  antiseptic  measures  in  the  cutting  operations  for  hernia,  methods  have 
multiplied,  and  so-called  ''cures ''  have  been  reported  at  too  early  a  date.  Bull  con- 
tributes a  valuable  article  on  this  subject  (Medical  NewSt  July  5, 1890),  and  suggcKts 
that  the  word  "cure"  be  discarded,  and  the  comparative  value  of  methods  be  esti- 
mated by  the  result  as  to  recovery,  wound  complications  and  healing,  and  then  by 
the  proportion  of  relapses  in  those  that  can  be  seen  and  examined  at  remote  periods. 
He  presents  his  experience  of  seven  years,  and  divides  his  cases  into  four  series: 
(1.)  Forty  cases  treated  by  "  ligature  and  excision  of  the  sac"  (Socin).  The  canal 
was  split  and  the  sac  was  ligated  at  its  highest  point  (Riesel)  with  catgut,  the  por- 
tion below  excised  when  small,  and  simply  drained  through  the  bottom  of  the 
acrotum  when  large  or  containing  the  testicle.  (2.)  Thirty-nine  cases  treated  by 
"  ligature,  excision  and  suture"  (Gzemy,  Banks).  The  steps  are  the  same  as  the 
above  plus  suture  of  the  pillars  of  the  external  ring  and  the  aponeurosis  with  cat- 
gut (3.)  Thirty-nine  cases  treated  like  the  last,  except  that  the  anterior  wall  of 
the  canal  was  not  divided  when  it  was  possible  to  reach  the  neck  by  drawing  down 
the  sac.  The  canal  was  sutured  by  two  layers  of  silk  or  gut,  the  deeper  uniting  the 
muscular  fibres,  the  other  the  aponeurosis  and  pillars.  This  he  calls  "ligature,  ex- 
cision and  suture  of  the  canal.''  (4.)  Sixteen  operations  on  children  (four  to  four- 
teen years  of  age),  no  one  method  being  followed.  These  are  recent,  having  been 
operated  on  within  six  months.  The  total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  cases  are 
considered  with  reference  to  indications,  mortality,  complications-  and  wound  re- 
sults. As  to  indications,  seventy-seven  were  reducible,  forty-two  irreducible  and 
fifteen  strangulated.  Irreducible  cases  should  always  be  operated  on  and  a  radical 
cure  attempted,  except  large  old  scrotal  enteroceles,  in  which  extensive  and  firm 
adhesions  will  make  replacement  difficult  and  dangerous.  In  strangulated  hernia 
the  radical  operation  should  be  added  unless  the  condition  of  the  patient  or  gut 
contraindicate  it.  The  reducible  cases  presented  difficulties  in  the  management  of 
the  truss,  or  desired  the  operation.  As  to  age,  radical  cure  had  best  not  be  attempted 
above  fifty  years,  unless  the  hernia  be  irreducible  or  strangulated.  In  children, 
difficulty  of  retention,  failure  to  bring  about  improvement  or  irreducibility  were  the 
indications  for  operation.  As  to  the  mortality,  there  were  three  deaths:  two  non- 
strangulated  from  hsemorrhage  of  the  omental  stump,  and  the  third  strangulated 
from  shock.  They  were  old  and  feeble  patients.  The  complications  were,  hydro- 
cele three  times,  which  was  simultaneously  treated ;  division  of  the  vas  deferens, 
followed  by  suppuration  of  the  testicle;  wounds  of  the  intestines,  four  times,  suc- 
cessfully treated  by  suture.  Primary  union  took  place  in  about  one-half  the  ca«^es, 
but  suppuration,  when  present,  was  usually  slight,  and  confined  to  slowly-healing 
drainage  sinuses.  Erysipelas  occurred  once.  Moist  bichloride  dressings,  rubber 
drains  and  Kocher's  catgut  were  used.  Buried  sutures  of  silk  gave  rise  to  abscesses, 
and  were  discharged  in  every  instance.  As  to  results,  twenty-two  out  of  the  forty 
cases  in  series  I.  were  traced,  in  whom  there  were  about  36  per  cent,  of  relapses.  In 
series  II.  there  were  40  per  cent,  of  relapses,  while  in  III.  these  amounted  to  over 
60  per  cent.  As  most  relapses  occur  during  the  first  year,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  ratios  were  as  follows:  I.,  27  per  cent;  II.,  40  per  cent;  III.,  42  per 
cent.  The  children's  series  shows  one  thing,  that  when  the  sac  was  not  found,  simple 
snture  of  the  rings  was  followed  by  a  prompt  recurrence.  The  author  is  in  favor 
of  a  light  support  after  the  operation,  but  deprecates  any  strong  pressure  upon  the 
recently  healed  parts.  He  is  skeptical  as  to  the  possibility  of  a  radical  cure  in  any 
form  of  hernia,  as  the  majority  relapse  sooner  or  later.  He  believes  that  the  attempt 
should  be  made  as  the  patient's  condition  is  bettered,  when  the  rupture  is  irredu- 
cible, or  mechanical  treatment  difficult  or  painful.  As  a  result  of  his  experience, 
he  will  use  the  simplest  method  (series  I.),  that  of  ligating  and  excising  the  sac, 
which,  besides,  is  applicable  to  all  forms  of  hernia. 

TREATMENT  OF  STRANGULATED  Hebkia.— Benjamin  Walker  reports  two  oases 
of  strangulated  hernia,  the  one  inguinal  and  the  other  umbilical,  which  were  re- 
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daoed  spontaneously  hy  the  use  of  hyoscyamine  and  ice.  The  former,  he  thinks, 
acts  by  relieving  involuntary  muscular  spasm,  and  the  latter  by  contracting  the 
bloodvessels  (as  does  the  ether  spray — Eds.)  In  one  case,  half  a  milligramme  of 
hyoscyamine  was  administered  every  half  hour  for  about  fifteen  houis.  An  equal 
dose  of  sulphate  of  strychnia  was  given  with  it,  and  a  bag  of  ice  and  salt  applied  to 
the  tumor.  In  the  other  case  the  name  drns:  and  dose  was  used  every  fifteen  minuter 
Ilydrochl orate  of  morphia  was  administered  too,  but  no  ice  was  applied.  Relief 
was  obtainetl  in  three  hours.  Eight  months  later,  however,  the  hernia  became 
strangulated  again,  the  remedies  failed  and  the  patient  succumbed  to  the  operation ! 
It  is  not  stated  how  much  valuable  time  was  lost  in  the  hyoscyamine  and  ice  treat- 
ment, but  the  author,  while  extolling  this  treatment,  admits  that  it  is  dangerous  if 
there  is  a  suspicion  of  gangrene. — London  Lancet,  July  5,  1890. 

Subcuticular  Sutures. — To  obviate  the  white  scar  points  left  on  each  side  of  a 
wound,  that  may  have  so  healed  by  first  intention  as  to  make  a  scarcely  visible  cica- 
tricial line,  Kendal  Franks  proposes  to  use  a  continuous  buried  suture  to  close 
wounds.  He  takes  a  small  curved  Hagedorn  needle  threaded  with  the  finest  catgut 
and,  beginning  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  upper  angle  of  the  wound,  passes  it  hor- 
izontally along  the  cutis  vera  to  the  extreme  angle  of  the  wound.  Emerging,  it  is 
re-entered  on  the  other  side  and  brought  out  opposite  the  first  point  of  entrance. 
The  cat/^ut  is  drawn  through,  leaving  enough  at  the  point  of  entrance  to  tie  with 
the  portion  attached  to  the  needle.  The  needle  is  then  inserted  just  below  the  first 
point  of  entrance  and  brought  out  a  little  farther  down,  reinserted  directly  opposite 
and  carried  a  corresponding  distance,  and  so  on  ^intil  the  other  angle  is  reached, 
forming,  by  its  visible  portions,  the  rounds  of  a  ladder.  It  is  drawn  taut,  a  knot  tied 
in  the  end  and  buried  (or,  I  have  found  it  convenient  to  tie  the  gut  to  one  end  of  a 
knotted  loop  like  the  one  used  to  begin  the  suture. — W.  B.  V.  L.) — British  Medical 
Journal,  February  22,  1890 

This  method  does  not  differ  essentially  from  those  recommended  by  Marcy  and 
Halstead.  The  former  uses  a  subcutaneous  cobbler's  stitch  of  kangaroo  tendon  or 
catgut,  with  a  needle  at  both  ends,  or  one  with  the  eye  in  the  point.  By  drawing  on 
the  ends,  the  wound  is  tightly  closed ;  they  are  then  tied  and  the  knot  buried.  Ral- 
stead,  who  prefers  silk  to  catgut,  found,  in  his  experiments  with  dogs,  that  the  silk 
stitches  frequently  produced  suppuration.  Attributing  this  to  infection  from  the 
sebaceous  glands,  he  closes  his  wounds  by  a  subcutaneous  suture,  and  finds  that  the 
silk  causes  no  further  trouble. 

Protective  to  Drain  Wounds  — Fessler.  Nussbaura's  assistant,  has  been  using 
Lister  protective  instead  of  large  drainage-tubes  for  the  last  two  years  It  is  kept  in 
bichloride  solution,  1  to  1000,  and  cut  into  strips  several  centimetres  in  width  and 
of  suitable  length.  Before  closing  the  wound  a  strip  is  carried  to  the  deepest  por- 
tion, the  end  being  allowed  to  protrude  a  little.  The  wound  can  be  tightly  united 
around  it  and  the  discharges  readily  run  out  over  its  smooth  snrface;  it  takes  but 
little  room,  and  air  cannot  consequently  get  in  as  through  a  drain. — MUncheaer  Me- 
dic, Wochensckrift,  1890. 

Sysol  as  an  Antiseptic— Gerlach,  of  Wiesbaden,  has  recently  used  the  above 
with  good  results.  It  is  more  powerful  as  a  bactericide  and  less  poisonous  than 
either  carbolic  acid  or  creolin.  Its  use  shou  d  not  be  confined  to  cltxsets,  stools,  etc, 
but  it  may  be  employed  generally  throughout  the  doraiin  of  medicine.  The  active 
principle  of  sysol  is  cresole.  The  author  believe**  the  drug  to  be  of  real  value,  and 
that  it  will  come  into  general  use. — Medical  Record,  July  5,  1890. 

A  New  Local  Anaesthetic. — Dobisch  recommends  a  new  method  for  producing 
local  anaesthesia.  He  uses  a  Richardson  ether  spray  apparatus  with  ten  parts  of 
chloroform,  fifteen  parts  of  sulphuric  ether  and  one  part  of  menthol.  One  minute's 
applicuiion  produces  complete  insensibility,  which  lasts  from  two  to  six  minutes. 
He  has  operated  with  gratifying  results,  both  as  to  aufesthesia  and  wound  healing, 
in  cervical  abscesses,  felons,  and  epithelioma  of  the  nose. — The  Lancet,  June  14, 
1890. 

Death  From  Hydrobromic  Ether. — A  dentist  anfesthetized  a  healthy  youth 
of  seventeen  with  twenty-five  grammes  of  hydrobromic  ether,  to  which  he  added  five 
or  six  drops  of  chloroform  to  increase  the  narcosis.  The  patient  walked  home  but 
complained  of  heaviness  in  the  limbs,  which  continued  after  a  good  sleep.    This  was 
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followed  by  pains  in  the  back,  chilliness,  malaise,  gastraTji^ia  and  dyspnrea.  Dover's 
powdeni  f(ave  some  relief,  bnt  extensive  chest  r&les  the  following  evening  so  alarmed 
his  familv  that  a  physician  was  called  in.  In  spite  of  et  er  hynodermatically  (!)  he 
soon  died.    The  autopsy  revealed  nothing.— JBoZ/e/in  Medical^  No.  48, 1890. 

Acute  PEBiTomTis  from  Goko^hcba.-^C.  B.  Penrose  contributes  a  rather 
unique  observation  bearing  on  the  iziuch  discussed  question  of  gonorrhoeal  peritonitis 
in  women.  As  a  rule  the  course  is  a  slow  one,  i.e.,  salpingitis,  closure  of  the  fimbriated 
end,  distension  and  chronic  peritonitis  by  gradual  leakage,  or  direct  extension,  or 
acute  peritonitis  from  rupture.  Infection  after  operation  and,  especially,  after  labor 
proceeds  more  rapidly  and  there  is  no  time  for  the  protective  dosu  e  of  the  tube. 
The  case  was  that  of  a  colored  woman  who  had  been  confined  a  month  previ- 
ously, and  had  been  infected  by  her  husband  who  was  suffering  from  an  acute  gonor- 
rhoea. There  were  evidences  of  acute  peritonitis  accompanied  by  vaginitis  and 
nrethritis.  Abdominal  section  revealed  a  thickened,  red  and  granular  peritoneum ; 
j^eneral  soft  adhesions  of  all  the  intestinal  loops  and  parietes ;  no  lymph,  pun,  or 
fluid.  The  Fallopian  tubes  were  long,  thick,  and  contained  a  little  puriform  fluid. 
The  tubes  and  ovaries  were  removed  close  to  the  uterus  and  the  abdomen  flushed 
and  drained.  She  made  a  good  recovery.  Microscopic  examination  of  the  tubes 
showed  inflammatory  infiltration  and  quantities  of  micrococci,  not  gonocooci,  but 
rather  the  staphylococci  of  suppuration. — Medical  News,  July  5,  1890. 

Symptoms  Following  Castration.— M.  Weiss  (Prague)  has  found  these  to 
be  very  similar  to  those  observed  in  women  after  the  climaxis.  and  this  in  both 
sexes.  They  appear  usually  in  a  few  weeks :  1.  Congestions ;  hot  flashes  as  if  hot 
water  were  poured  over  them,  often  beginning  with  an  aura  and  quickly  ascending  - 
from  the  abdomen  to  the  head,  followed  by  sweating  and  languor.  2.  Perspiration 
over  the  whole  body,  but  especially  on  the  face.  3.  Vertigo,  may  be  slight  and  tem- 
porary or  very  severe.  This  may  simulate  petit  mal  with  pale  face,  momentary 
unconsciousness,  but  no  twitchings.  4  Palpitation  of  the  heart  with  headache.  5. 
Loss  of  memory.  6.  Gastro-intestinal  troubles ;  nausea,  vomiting,  diarrhoea  or  con- 
stipation. 7.  Psychical  disturbances,  mostly  of  a  melancholic  nature  with  suicidal 
tendencies ;  loss  of  energy  for  work,  of  confidence  in  themselves,  etc.  In  some  seclu- 
sion becomes  necessary,  others  become  incurable. —  Wiener  Medic,  Presse,  No.  24, 1890. 

Mulberry  Stone  in  a  Young  Child. — Dr.  Hance  presented  a  specimen  of  the 
above  variety  of  vesical  calculus  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,, which  he 
accidentally  found  while  making  a  post-mortem  examination  of  a  child  of  twenty 
months  who  had  succumbed  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  whooping-cough.  There 
were  no  signs  of  pyelitis,  nor  had  the  child  ever  shown  any  symptoms  of  stone.  It 
is  a  question,  whether  the  concretion  was  congenital. — New  York  Medical  Jowmalf 
July  6, 1890. 

Uro-Genital  Tuberculosis. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Associa- 
tion of  Genito- Urinary  Surgeons  two  papers  were  read  on  this  subject  and  gave  rise 
to  an  interesting  discussion.  One  paper,  by  Bryson  (St.  Louis),  was  a  clinical  study 
of  eighty-four  cases  and  twenty-four  ^operations.  The  author^s  conclusions  were 
that  (1.)  The  bacillus  reaches  the  parts  involved  by  way  of  the  blood.  (2.)-  Sev- 
eral portions  of  the  uro-genital  system  may  be  involved  early  in  the  history  of  the 
diseane,  perhaps  simultaneous! v.  (3.)  The  vicinity  of  the  prostate  is  most  liable  to 
be  involved  early.  (4.)  The  disease  is,  even  in  its  earliest  stages,  a  general  one, 
with  local  manifestations.  (5  )  Operations,  however  radical,  for  the  removal  of 
localized  lesions,  do  not  insure  a  radical  cure  of  the  disease.  (6.)  A nti tubercular 
treatment  is  the  main  reliance,  surgical  interference  being  reserved  for  the  relief  of 
pain,  bleeding  and  suppuration.  The  other  paper,  by  Bangs  (New  York),  was  the 
report  of  a  case  of  obscure  bladder  trouble  treated,  after  everything  else  had  failed, 
including  perineal  section,  by  eplcystotomy  and  prolonged  drainage  which  gave 
relief.  A  number  of  papillary  tumors  on  the  thickened  bladder  walls  and  some 
hy  persemlc  spots  over  tne  prostate  were  touched  with  the  Pacquelin  cautery.  A  remark- 
able reflex  manifestation  was  produced  by  touching  a  spot  m  the  prostatic  urethra ; 
although  the  patient  was  deeply  narcotized,  pressure  at  this  point  caused  a  convul- 
sive contraction  of  the  bladder  and  abdominal  muscles.  No  lesion,  however,  could 
be  seen  or  felt,  but  this  region  had  been  found  to  be  exquisitely  tender  previously. 
The  principal  points  brought  out  by  the  discussion  were  that  uro-genital  tuberculo- 
sis usually  belongs  to  the  scrofulous  or  chronic  variety.    For  the  development  of 
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the  disease  a  constitationa]  soil  and  a  local  inflammatory  focus  are  requisites.  The 
bacillus  is  usually  brought  by  the  blood,  but  may  descend  with  the  stream  of  urine. 
It  is  a  question  whether  it  can  travel  against  the  current  and  probably  is  carried 
by  the  veins  or  the  Ivrophatics.  Primary  tuberculosis  of  the  testicle  may  occur 
but  probably  other  lesions  coexbt  or  soon  appear  in  the  neighborhood,  or  at  a  dis- 
tance. It  is  common  in  children  and  goes  on  to  resolution  with  atrophy  of  the  or- 
ffan.  Syphilis  and  tubercle  may  coexist  and  after  the  swelling  caused  oy  the  former 
has  diRapjieared  under  treatment,  the  characteristic  nodules  of  the  latter  may  be 
made  out,  or  the  fibroid  testicle  of  syphilis  may  undergo  subsequent  tubercular 
change  producing  caseous  lesions.  Partial  operations  are  preferable  to  ablation. 
The  latter  has  been  followed  by  rapid  appearance  of  the  disease  in  the  other  testicle 
which  was  apparently  healthy,  and  this,  although  there  appeared  to  be  no  involve- 
ment of  the  cord  on  the  side  operated.  Acute  lung  tuberculosis  has  also  rapidly 
supervened.  Superficial  lesions  had  best  be  scraped:  deeper  ones  often  become 
encapsuled.  Accumulations  should  be  evacuated  to  relieve  tension,  and  opera- 
tions in  general  limited  to  alleviation  of  pain  and  arrest  of  suppuration  and  sys- 
temic drain.  The  frequent  appearance  of  lesions  about  the  prostate  may  be  due 
to  this  being  the  cross-road  between  the  urinary  and  genital  systems.  Injections 
of  nitrate  of  silver  into  the  deep  urethra  only  do  harm,  and  the  fact  that  lavage 
continuously  aggravates  the  symptoms,  is  a  point  of  diagnostic  value.  So  are^  also, 
the  absence  of  spasm  of  the  compressor-urethras  muscle,  so  frequently  present  in 
inflammations  and  neuroses  about  the  prostate,  and  periods  of  great  improvement, 
without  apparent  cause.  Perineal  drainage  is  useless  and  makes  matters  worse ; 
this  is  best  accomplished  by  the  supra-pubic  route  and  may  be  combined  with  cu- 
retting and  burning  with  the  Pacquelin  all  appreciable  lesions.  Iodoform  oil  and 
iodoform  internally  may  be  beneficial.  <yhange  of  climate  has  been  especially  pro- 
ductive of  good  results,  and  to  this  should  be  added  tonics,  general  hv^^iene  and 
out-of-door  life. — Journal  Cutaneous  and  Oenito-  Urinary  Diseatea,  July,  1890. 

Gangrene  of  the  Fingers  after  the  use  of  Carbolic  Acid.— Dr.  Nazaris 
saw  a  man  whose  right  middle  finger  had  been  amputated  for  sphacelus  following  a 
rat  bite.  Strong  phenic  acid  had  been  applied  as  a  dressing  in  mistake  for  the 
weaker  solution.  Numbness  was  first  produced,  and  then  mortification  of  the  super- 
ficial tissue.  He  thinks  that  the  condition  was  similar  to  that  named  by  Lucas- 
Champonpi^re  and  Monod,  «pAac^pA^t9u«. 

Dr.  Warfield,  of  Baltimore,  has  recently  read  a  paper  on  carbolic  acid  gangrene 
(Medical  News,  April  12,  1890),  and  relates  a  personal  observation.  In  October, 
1889,  an  intemperate  Irishman,  fifty  years  of  age,  had  applied  to  him  for  the  relief 
of  a  gangrene  of  the  right  index  finger.  Four  days  previously  he  had  crushed  the 
member  and  applied  a  strong  carbolic  acid  solution.  This  had  caused  considerable 
pain  at  first,  but,  the  pain  disappearing,  the  dressing  was  left  on  over  night.  The 
next  day  the  fiuger  was  found  blackened  and  inflamed.  Since  the  literature  of  this 
subject  dates  only  from  1888,  at  which  time  Kortiim  published  an  article  on  Karbol- 
NekroRe,  the  writer  makes  a  review  of  the  cases  reported,  which,  including  his  own, 
amount  only  to  about  twenty,  and  of  these  only  six  were  reported  in  detail.  It  is  a 
noteworthy  fact  that  the  gangrene  was  frequently  produced  by  weak  solutions,  sev- 
eral being  not  stronger  than  eight  and  one  onlv  two  per  cent.  A  point  of  interest 
developed  from  the  study  of  the  reported  cases  is  that  complete  envelopment  of  the 
circumference  of  the  finger  seems  necessary  to  the  production  of  gangrene.  The 
gangrenou8  part  corresponds  to  the  skin  area  in  relation  with  the  drug. — Jimm.  cf 
Cat.  and  Gen.-  Ur.  Dis.,  July,  1890. 

A  Third  Ureter  Opening  into  the  Urethra.-  Dr.  Velitz  presented  a  four- 
teen-year-old girl  to  the  medical  society  of  Budapest,  who  had  suffered  since  birth 
from  dribbling  of  urine.  On  examination,  the  urethra  was  found  to  be  very  large 
in  diameter,  and  in  the  left  side  of  its  upper  third  an  opening  was  present  into  which 
a  catheter  was  passed,  going  upward,  backward,  and  towaitls  the  left;  in  a  short 
time  urine  was  voided  through  it  in  drops.  Cystoscopic  examination  demonstrated 
that  two  normal  openings  from  the  ureters  were  present  in  the  bladder,  and  that  the 
third  canal  did  not  open  into  the  bladder.  Epicystotomy  was  performed  and  the 
ureter  caused  to  open  into  the  bladder  above  the  sphincter  vesice.  Healing  occurred 
without  any  febrile  reaction,  and  since  the  operation — about  a  month — no  dribbling 
of  urine  has  occurred.  No  similar  case  is  to  be  found  in  medical  literature.— 
M(maUhfur  Prakt.  Dermatol,,  Bd.  10,  No.  12,  1890. 
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Corroboration  of  Chionanthus  Symptoms.— •*  While  treating  an  obstinate 
case  of  recurring  headaclie,  and  being  disappointed  in  the  failure  of  apparently  in- 
dicated remedies  that  had  relieved  manj  times  before,  search  was  made  for  another 
drugi  On  account  of  intcMe  bruised  feeling  of  the  eyebaUa  and  abdominal  pains  chio- 
nanthus  was  prescribed.  Two  drops  of  the  tincture  were  put  in  four  ounces  of 
water,  and  two  teaspoonfuls  given  at  6  p.m.  and  again  at  8  P.M.  Before  the  latter 
honr  the  pains  were  much  better,  but  the  patient  felt  that  she  ought  to  have  another 
dose,  the  abdominal  pains  having  increased.  The  latter  now  became  much  worse, 
were  not  aggravated  bv  pressure,  and  felt  colicky.  About  11  p.m.  a  stool  occurred, 
with  much  wind  and  forcible  gushing  expulsion.  The  odor  was  intensely  faetidj  and 
the  patient  complained  that  the  stool  burned  the  anus  like  fire.  The  stool  was  watery, 
mixed  with  scybale,  both  being  nearly  black  in  color,  A  second  stool  occurred  within 
half  an  hour,  similar  in  every  respect,  and  a  third  one,  somewhat  lighter  in  color, 
followed  in  about  an  hour.  In  the  morning  a  fourth  one  came,  yellowish-green  in 
color,  liquid,  and  not  nearly  so  offensive.  The  headache  was  gone.  As  the  patient 
never  had  such  an  experience  before,  and  as  the  symptoms  italicized  are  given  in 
Lilien that's  Therapeutics^  it  is  fair  to  take  this  as' a  proving  of  the  drug. — Dr.  J.  T. 
(yCoonor,  North  Ameriean  Journal  of  HomcDopathy,  June. 

A  Confirmation  of  a  Lachzsis  Symptom.— Dr.  Clarke,  in  speaking  about 
some  of  the  complications  occurring  during  the  recent  epidemic  of  influenza,  speaks 
of  the  following  case :  "  An  old  lady  of  seventy  was  suddenly  attacked  one  evening 
with  vomiting  and  headache.  These  got  better,  when  she  was  taken  with  lumbago. 
Then  this  subsided  and  the  headache  returned — right-sided  chiefly.  One  morning 
he  found  her  paralyzed  all  down  the  left  side.  One  peculiar  symptom  was  confu- 
sion of  mind  as  to  time.  She  always  imagined  it  was  afternoon.  Lachesis  was 
the  onlv  medicine  he  could  find  corresponding  to  this,  and  under  it  the  symp- 
tom rapidly  disappeared. .  On  giving  another  medicine  for  similar  symptoms,  and 
omitting  the  lachesis,  the  symptoms  returned.  Lachesis  was  given  again,  and  again 
it  disappeared,  and  the  patient  is  rapidly  recovering  the  power  of  her  side.'' — 
HomcBopalhie  World,  June. 

British  Medicinal  Plants.— Under  the  above  caption  Dr.  Alfred  Heath,  in 
the  Homosopathie  Physician,  July,  continues  his  remarks  concerning  certain  medi- 
cines, from  which  we  briefly  abstract,  as  follows : 

Ranunculus  Sceleratus. — The  leaves  of  the  plant  are  so  very  acrid  that  the  beggars 
in  Switzerland  are  said  to  produce  very  fcetid  and  acrimonious  ulcers  by  rubbing 
their  legs  with  them.  In  the  healthy  the  plant  produces  lasiness  and  want  of  dispo- 
sition  to  perform  any  maUal  labor.  Many  kinds  of  headache  are  produced  ;  vomit- 
ing, sweetish  taste  in  the  mouth,  profuse  lachrymation,  smarting  in  the  eyes,  ear- 
ache of  the  right  ear,  smarting  in  the  nose  and  excessive  secretion  of  watery  mu- 
cus, sneezing  and  toothnche.  It  is  useful  for  corns,  with  intolerable  bwning, 
stitches,  pricking,  sticking,  boring  pains  along  the  whole  sole  of  the  right  foot; 
itching  and  furious  smarting  of  the  soles,  sudden  stitches  in  the  forepart  of  the 
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right  big  toe,  as  if  a  needle  were  thrust  in  deep,  recurring  at  short  intervals,  some- 
times passing  into  a  burning.  ; 

Ranunculus  Flammula. — A  smaJI  quantity  of  the  herb  eaten  produces  yomiting, 
spasms  of  the  stomach  and  delirium.     Externally,  it  vesicates  the  skin.     It  pro- 
duced gangrene  of  the  arms  down  to  the  tendons  and  bones,  when  applied  locally.  In  ' 
horses  it  cause*!  excessive  distension  of  the  abdomen,  and  inflammation  and  gan-  | 
grene  of  the  abdominal  organs. 

Hanunculus  Fiearia, — Deemed  anti-scorbutic,  and  the  root  is  esteemed  a  specific 
for  piles.     It  has  been  used  for  external  wounds,  and  bruises  and  spitting  of  blood.  | 

There  is  no  proving  of  the  plant.  j 

Ranunexdus  12cy)<?7M.— Produce**  smarting  of  the  eyes,  profuse  lachrymation,  and  | 

curious  dreams.     He  fancies,  while  yet  awake,  that  he  is  in  a  large  city,  and  sees  I 

well-dressed  people,  masquerades,  Turks,  etc.  The  following  were  the  eflfects  of 
the  plant  upon  a  flock  of  sheep:  Several  fell  down  as  if  struck  by  lightning  ;  the 
eyes  rolled,  and  the  breathing  was  hurried.  Some  reeled  and  died  with  their 
beads  bent  toward  the  left  groin.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  eyes  was  injected, 
the  mouth  dry,  the  abdomen  slightly  distended,  and  rumination  ceased.  Some  of 
them  raided  themselves,  reeled,  fell  down  again,  bleating  pitifully;  most  were  in 
profound  coma.  Sulphuric  ether  in  milk  gave  much  relief,  but  great  weakne;is  of 
the  feet  remained  behind. 

Ranunculus  Aeris. — Externally,  it  is  a  vesicatory.  Applied  to  the  temple  it  pro- 
duces headache,  intolerable  heat  and  fainting.  Appliea  to  the  joints,  it  produces 
soreness  and  obstinate  ulcers  as  far  as  the  knees  :  both  feet  look  burned  ;  red,  hot 
blisters  appear  here  and  there ;  sometim&s  gangrene.  Wounds  of  twenty  years' 
standing  began  to  improve  after  applying  a  decoction  of  the  leaves  to  the  lej^. 

Ranunculus  Bulbosus. — Produces  dread  of  labor;  ill-humor  and  disposition  to 
quarrel  and  scold  ;  fear  of  being  alone,  afraid  he  will  be  haunted  by  ghosts.  Smarting 
and  soreness  in  the  eyes  and  nose,  with  running. 

Remedies  for  Disturbances  op  Sleep  in  Children. — Dr.  Edwin  A.  Neatby, 
in  the  Monthly  Homoeopaihic  Review^  July,  gives  an  account  of  the  causes  of  disorders 
of  sleep  in  infants  and  their  treatment,  from  which  we  abstract: 

Mercury:  Children  suffering  from  inherited  syphilis;  restless  and  crying  at  night, 
probably  from  bone  pains. 

Mezereum :  Nightly  bone  pains,  causing  wakefulness  Coryza,  skin  affections,  and 
a  wizened  appearance.  (Kali  carbonicum  is  also  sometimes  useful  in  this  condi- 
tion). 

Silica:  Rickets,  and  the  peculiar  sleep  disorders  of  that  affection.  As  intercur- 
rents, aconite,  aciea,  belladonna,  cina,  coffea,  conium,  ignatia,  or  hyoscyamus,  may 
be  indicated. 

Pulsatilla:  Dyspepsia.     Also  nux  vomica,  rheum  and  sepia. 

Sambucus :  Bronchitis  or  spurious  croup.  Children  may  be  found  lying  upon  their 
backs  with  one  or  both  hands  thrown  over  the  head.  Also  pulsatilla  and  antimo- 
nium  tartaricum. 

Much  restless  tossing,  the  bed-clothing  kicked  off,  and  the  cJiild  found  lying  ab- 
solutelv  naked  half  a  dozen  times  in  the  night  (sometimes  due,  especially  in  rickets, 
to  heat  of  the  skin)  suggests  calcarea,  ipecacuanha,  sambucus,  supplemented  by 
chamomilla,  hepar  or  phosphorus;  and  especially  in  rickets,  silica  and  secale,  sup- 
plemented by  aconite  or  gelsemium. 

Heavy  sleep  during  the  later  stages  of  rickets ;  the  child  sleeps  almost  con- 
stantly, but  probably  with  but  half-closed  eyes— Belladonna,  opium,  phosphorous 
acid  and  magnesia  phosphorica  are  suggested,  according  to  associated  symptoms 
and  conditions. 

For  sudden  waking,  with  a  look  of  terror  on  the  face,  or,  in  older  children,  on 
account  of  having  dreamt  of  having  seen  something  that  frightened  them,  lache- 
sis,  belladonna,  pulsatilla  or  chamomilla. 

Grinding  of  teeth  during  sleep— cina,  belladonna,  kali  carbonicum  or  hyoscya- 
mus. ^  ^  ! 

Children  who  lie  awake  several  hours  after  being  put  to  bed;  patient,  affection- 
ate— Pulsatilla. 

Sleeping  early  and  waking  unduly  early— sulphur,  nux  vomica,  sepia  and 
graphites. 

Children  who  lie  awake  during  the  early  part  of  the  night  from  fear  of  being 
alone  or  fear  of  the  darkness — hyoscyamus. 
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Moaning  and  groaning  during  sleep,  followed  bj  an  unrefreshed  waking — Pulsa- 
tilla, Ivcopodiunii  nux  vomica. 

Movements  of  the  mouth,  like  chewing,  during  sleep  (often  associated  with  flatu- 
lence and  dyspepsia) — Bryonia. 

Simple  wide-awakeness,  without  fretfulness,  or  crying  or  tossing — coflea,  atro- 
pine or  aconite. 

A  CicuTA  Case.— Dr.  E.  W.  Berridge  cnred.  with  a  cicuta  viroia  Im,  a  peculiar 
undiagnosed  case,  characterized  principally  by     involuntarv  jerking  of  the  feet, 
worse  in  the  right  foot,  disturbing  sleep,  the  jerking  increasing  to  absolute  plung-^ 
ing  of  the  limb. — HomcBopathie  World,  June. 

PHOfiPHOBUB  IS  ▲  Case  of  Neuralgia. — "  Miss  D.,  21  years,  stationer,  has  had 
neuralgia  two  months.  Pain  in  left  temple  and  over  left  zymotic  process.  The 
pain  is  *  striking;'  worse  at  night  when  she  gets  warm  in  bed.  Very  warm  things 
and  very  cold  things  make  the  pain  come  on.  Sometimes  has  feeling  that '  top  of 
head  is  lifting  off  J  Bas  palpitation  and  shortness  of  breath,  also  distension  of  sto- 
mach. Bowels  reg^ilar.  Patient  is  anemic-looking,  and  has  bad  teeth  in  the  left 
lower  jaw.  I  commenced  treatment  with  aconite  and  ferrummuriaticum,  but  with- 
out good  result.  Thea,  I  prescribed  at  different  times  Pulsatilla,  belladon/^a,  igna- 
tia  and  sepia,  but  with  no  relief.  My  patient  would  not  fai-e  the  dentist,  and,  as  a 
last  resource,  1  prescribed  phosphorus  1,  taking  the  carious  teeth  as  the  chief  indi- 
cation. The  pain  disappeared  entirely  within  twenty-four  hours  and  has  not  since 
returned.  The  palpitation,  sliortneRS  of  breath  and  distension  of  the  stomach  are 
also  much  better." — Dr.  F.  W.  Thornton,  Monthly  Homoeo^pathic  Review^  June. 

Igkatia  in  Convulsions.— Dr.  J.  Roberson  Day,  in  the  MonUdy  Review  for 
July,  tells  of  a  bad  case  of  whooping  cough,  complicated  by  severe  bronchitis 
and  repeated  and  violent  convulsions,  excited  during  every  paroxysm  of  coughs, 
saved  by  ignaJtia  12th,  after  ipecacuanha,  belladonns,  drosera,  aconite  and  cuprum 
aceticum  had  failed.  The  child  was  in  a  dying  state,  exhausted,  unable  to  take 
nourishment,  and  the  jaws  were  spasmodically  contracted. 

Natrum  Muriaticum  in  Cough. — "  Although  natrum  muriaticum  is  not  an 
especial  cough  remedy,  yet  it  has  a  cough  worthy  of  remembrance,  that  is,  when 
be  coughs  he  experiences  pain^  in  the  abdominal  ring  extending  into  the  testicles, 
as  if  the  spermatic  cord  would  be  torn  in  pieces.  With  zinc  the  pain  in  coughing 
is  in  the  testicles,  so  that  he  wants  to  hold  them  up  with  his  hands.'' — l>r.  A.  Mc- 
Neil, HomaofpalkU  Phytician^  June. 

Plantaoo  Major  in  Winter  Cough. — Dr.  Frederick  Preston,  in  the  June 
Homceopathie  Physician,  has  the  following:  "  Coming  on  regularly  for  twelve  suc- 
cessive winters ;  constant  cough  during  night  and  early  morning.  The  victim  had 
been  obliged  to  pais  his  winter  nights  sitting  on  a  stool;  lying  impossible.  Many 
nostrums  and  some  homoeopathic  medicines  tried,  among  others  hyoscyamus.  The 
cough  was  without  sputum,  except  when  out  doors.  He  had  contracted  the  habit  of 
going  out  into  the  cold  air  several  times  nightly  during  cold  season  to  cough  up  a 
small  portion  of  white,  glairy  mucus,  which  gave  from  one  to  three  hours'  relief. 
Three  doses  of  plantago  major  200  cured  this  cough  within  twenty-four  hours.  Since 
January  12, 1887,  no  return. ' 

Sepia  in  Chronic  Bronchitis. — Mrs.  P.  had  had  a  severe  cough  for  a  year, 
and  having  consulted  several  physicians  without  benefit>  concluded  she  had  con- 
sumption, and  that  there  was  no  help  for  her.  I  at  first  gave  her  hepar  with  some 
benefit,  but  a  careful  study  of  the  case  led  me  to  think  sepia  was  the  remedy.  The 
symptoms  that  led  to  the  prescription  were  as  follows:  A  loose  cough,  aggravated 
markedly  morning  and  evening,  and  caused  by  a  tickling,  sometimes  in  the  throat- 
pit  and  sometimes  in  the  epigastrium  ;  moist  r&lcA,  and  thick,  greenish  expectora- 
tion, and  a  few  uterine  symptoms  now  not  definitely  recalled.  Sepia  30  cured  in  a 
little  more  than  two  weeks.— Dr.  E.  H.  Linnell,  yorth  American  Journal  of  Hornet- 
opaihy,  July. 

Ipecacuanha  in  Phlyctenular  Keratitis.— Dr.  Charles  C.  Boyle  reports 
many  corroborations  of  the  value  of  ipecacuanha  in  phlyctenular  keratitis.  The 
indications  are  the  irUenw  photophobia  and  pyi/i,  and  the  remedy  has  shown  such  re- 
markable results  with  the  30th  that  he  has  not  felt  the  need  of  resorting  to  a  lower 
potency. — North  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathyt  June. 
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Causticum  IK  Catabact. — Dr.  A.  B.  Norton  reports,  in  the  North  American 
JoumcU  of  lIomcBOpatky  for  June,  the  checking  of  the  growth  of  a  cataract  with 
cau^icum,  in  varying  potencies,  from  the  1st  to  the  30th. 

PuuBATXLLA  IN  CHLOROSIS. — Agnes  W.,  aged  sixteen,  menstruated  for  the  first 
time  six  months  ago,  and  again  the  following  month.  During  the  second  month 
she  look  cold,  and  had  not  menstruated  since.  She  then  consulted  Dr.  E.  H.  Lin- 
nell.  He  found  that  she  presented  a  perfect  picture  of  chlorosis.  She  was  much 
debilitated,  had  a  loud  bellows'  murmur  at  the  batte  of  the  heart,  with  much  palpi- 
tation and  dyspnoea.  She  had  a  livid,  greenish  complexion,  had  lost  her  appetite, 
and  complained  of  sour  eructations  and  constant  headache,  and  a  bad  taste  in  the 
mouth,  which  was  always  worse  in  the  morning.  She  always  felt  better  in  the 
open  air.  PuUatiUa  6x  was  prescribed,  and  when  she  was  next  seen,  ten  days  later, 
the  change  in  her  appearance  was  surprising,  and  there  was  a  very  decided  im- 
provement in  all  her  symptoms. — North  American  Journal  of  Homooop^thy^  July. 

Glonoine  in  Artkbio-Capillary  FibBosis.— Mr.  G.,  nearly  eighty  years  old, 
consulted  Dr.  £.  H.  Linnell  on  account  of  the  following  symptoms:  Rapid  and 
laborious  action  of  the  heart,  with  conscious  pulsation  of  the  peripheral  arteries  all 
over  the  body.  Radial  artery  tense  and  firm.  Pulse,  100.  Shortness  of  breath. 
Tickling  and  dryness  in  the  throat,  causing  a  short,  teasing  cough,  which  was 
probably  re6ex  from  the  excited  heart's  action.  No  valvular  lesion  or  enlarge- 
ment. Urine  allernately  scanty  and  profuse,  but  no  evidence  of  nephritis.  Glonoine 
gave  prompt  relief,  and  he  remained  in  good  health,  attending  to  his  bosiness  reg- 
ularly for  a  year.  This  spring,  after  an  attack  of  the  grip,  he  had  a  return  of  the 
same* symptoms  and  glonoine  again  gave  prompt  relief. — North  American  Journal  of 
Homceopathyj  July. 

Alumina  in  Diabrhcea. — Dr.  Rogers  tells  about  a  case  that  came  into  his  hands 
after  having  been  treated  by  other  physicians — a  child  who  had  been  long  sick  with 
diarrhoea.  He  prescribed  what  seemed  to  be  the  indicated  remedies  with  no  effect 
During  one  of  his  visits  the  mother  said  to  him:  **  Doctor,  what  makes  my  child 
want  to  eat  dirt?  He  will  dig  it  out  of  the  cracks  of  the  floor,  and  eat  it  whenever 
he  can  get  it."  Upon  this  symptom  the  doctor  prescribed  o/utntTia.  The  next  day 
he  found  the  patient  belter.  And  he  was  well  in  a  few  davs.— ifowMRjpcaAic  Physieumf 
July. 

NuPHAB  LuTEUM  IN  Chbonic  Diabbhcea.— Dr.  E.  H.  Linnell  cored  a  dark, 
watery  diarrhcea,  preceded  by  sudden  urging,  attended  with  slight  pain,  worse  in 
the  early  morning,  with  nuphar  \ute\im,- -North  American  Journal  of  Homaopathy, 
July. 

Remedies  for  Leucorrh(EA. — Dr.  Charles  Hoyt,  in  the  June  North  American 
Journal  of  Homaopaihy,  concludes  an  article  on  "  Leucorrhoea,"  with  the  following 
indications  for  remedies : 

AmcuJus  hippocastanum.  -  Leucorrhoea  with  lameness  across  the  back  so  that  walk- 
ing is  difficult,  constipation,  haemorrhoidal  troubles,  feeling  as  though  there  were 
sticks  in  the  rectum. 

Alumina. — Profuse  yellow,  acrid,  corroding  discharges,  burning  the  genitals; 
very  profuse  and  acrid  discharge,  worse  in  daytime ;  worse  before  and  after  the 
meuFes,  running  down  to  heels  in  large  quantities;  constipation,  with  inactivity  of 
the  rectum  ;  leucorrhoea  relieved  by  bathing  in  cold  water. 

Ambra  grisea  —Leucorrhoea  only  at  night,  bluish-white  mucus,  stitches  in  the 
vagina  before  the  discharge 

ijorajc.— Leucorrhoea  midway  between  the  menstrual  terms;  sensation  as  though 
warm  water  were  flowing  down  ;  nervousness;  cannot  bear  a  downward  motion  or 
horseback  riding. 

Belladonna.  -  Leucorrhoea  with  colicky  pains,  appearing  suddenly  and  as  suddenly 
disappearing  ;  bearing-down  pains,  as  if  the  womb  would  push  out ;  tenderness  of 
the  abdomen. 

JBovista. — Leucorrhoea  after  the  menses,  flowing  only  at  night ;  thick,  slimy, 
tenavMous,  acrid  and  corroMive. 

Calcarea  carhonica. — Profuse  milk-like  discharge,  with  soreness  and  swelling  of 
the  vulvs,  menses  too  early  and  too  profuse  ;  scrofulous  subjects,  very  sensitive  to 
cold  ;  damp  feet,  as  though  she  had  on  damp  stockings ;  leucorrhoea  of  children. 


1890.]  Mmthly  Retrospect.  575 

Oantkaria. — Dischai^e  of  bloody  mncus  after  urinating ;  frequent  urging  to  urinatei 
with  cutting  and  burning ;  increased  fiexnal  desire  ;  gonorrhcea. 

(hrbo  vegetnbiliB. — Great  foulness  of  all  secretions ;  discharges  very  acrid,  ex- 
coriating the  parts  ;  itching  of  the  genitals ;  flatulency  ;  soreness  and  rawness  of 
the  external  genitals. 

China  — Leucorrhoea  before  the  menses ;  great  debility  ;  bloody  leucorrhcea,  with 
occasional  discharges  of  black,  foetid,  purulent  matter. 

OoecfUuB. — Scanty,  irregular  menses,  or  leucorrhcea  instead  of  the  menses ;  great 
sense  of  prostration  and  weakness. 

OoUifuonia. — Leucorrhcea,  with  pruritus  and  obstinate  constipation. 

Cbntum. — Indurations,  especially  of  a  scrofulous  naiure,  or  from  injuries;  pro- 
lapsus uteri,  complicated  with  induration,  ulceration  and  profuse  leucorrhoea. 

Kreosote. — Leucorrhoea,  smelling  like  ^reen  com;  mild  and  painless  as  well  as 
putrid  and  corroding  leucorrhoea;  often  indicated  for  old  ladies  and  young  girls. 

Graphitett, — Profuse  leucorrhoea  day  and  night,  with  great  weakness  of  the  small 
of  the  back  ;  skin  irritable  and  ulcerating  easily  ;  constipation  ;  stools  large  and 
knotty. 

Htlonuu. — Leucorrhoea  with  anemia  and  general  torpid  condition  of  the  system  ; 
prolapsus  uteri ;  adapted  to  women  worn  out  with  hard  work,  whose  strained  mus- 
cles bum  and  ache;  relief  from  being  actively  employed;  consciousness  of  a  womb. 

Hydragtia. — Yellow  leucorrhoea  of  a  tenacious  character,  hanging  from  the  os  in 
long  viscid  strings. 

Kali  biekromicum. — Yellow,  ropy,  tough  leucorrhoea ;  can  be  drawn  out  in  strings. 

Lachasis — Leucorrhoea  from  three  to  eight  days  before  the  menses;  copious, 
smarting,  slimy,  stiffening  the  linen  and  staining  it  green ;  cannot  bear  any  pres- 
sure, not  even  the  clothing  upon  the  uterine  region. 

Lycopodium  — Leucorrhoea  accompanied  by  a  cutting  pain  across  the  hypogastrium, 
from  right  to  left;  red  sandy  sediment  in  the  urine,  resembling  brick  dust 

Afercurim  aoiubilus. — Leucorrhoea,  worse  at  night ;  itching,  burning  and  smart- 
ing ;  scorbutic  gums  and  enlarged  tonsils  ;  leucorrhoea  puralent  in  character. 

Natrum  mwiatieum. — Acrid,  gre«n  leucorrhoea,  especially  when  walking ;  pimples 
on  the  mons  veneris  ;  chlorotic,  cachetic  patients,  with  sallow  skin  ;  palpitation  ; 
oppression  of  the  chest;  delayed  and  scanty  menses,  with  headache. 

yUric  Aeid. — Leucorrhoea,  consisting  of  flesh-colored  mucus ;  syphilitic  ulcera- 
tions; brown  urine,  strong,  foetid  odor;  pruritus,  with  stitches  in  the  vagina. 

Nux  Moschata. — Leucorrhoea  of  women  who  always  awaken  with  a  very  dry 
tongue. 

^ux  Fomica.— Foetid  leucorrhoea,  tinting  the  linen  yellow;  backache;  frequent 
ineflectual  effors  to  stool ;  patients  that  have  been  drugged. 

PAo8pAoru8.— Smarting  leucorrhoea,  drawing  blisters;  suitable  to  tall  and  slender 
persons  with  phthisical  nabits. 

Phosphnric  Aetd, — Leucorrhoea  after  the  menses ;  ^reat  sense  of  weakness,  with  a 
remarkatile  stote  of  indifference ;  passes  large  quantities  of  colorless  urine. 

PulmtUku — Thin,  acrid  leucorrhoea,  or  thick  white  mucus,  most  profuse  after 
menses;  menses  too  late  and  scanty,  with  abdominal  cramps;  flat,  nasty  taste; 
symptoms  worse  in  the  evening;  relieved  in  the  open  air;  mild,  tearfiri,  yielding 
di»i(»ositi(>n. 

JpBorinunu — All  excretions,  leucorrhoea,  menstrual  flow,  perspiration,  eructations, 
ha%*e  a  earrion-Iike  oilor;  especially  adapted  to  the  psoric  diathesis;  in  chronic 
cases,  when  well-selected  remedies  fail  to  improve;  debility,  with  lack  of  reaction 
after  severe  acute  diseases. 

iSiAifia.— Yellowish,  corrosive  leucorrhoea,  making  the  thighs  sore,  causing  intense 
itching;  during  pregnancy  and  after  delivery;  painful,  active  congestion  of  the 
utenis. 

Scco/e  Q)rnii/wm.— Leucorrhoea  of  thin,  scrawny  women,  with  prolapsus  uteri; 
subject  to  passive  hemorrhages  ;  tendency  to  gangrene. 

tSepia. — Suitable  to  feeble  and  debilitated  women  of  a  dark  complexion  ;  yellow 
saddle  acwn  the  nose;  milky  leucorrhoea  only  in  the  daytime;  sudor  hystericus; 
peculiar  foetid  perspiration,  particularly  from  the  genital  organs,  axille  and  soles 
of  the  feet;  foetid,  putrid  urine,  depositing  a  yellow,  clay-colored  sediment,  adhering 
to  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  vessel ;  sensation  as  if  everything  would  press  out  of 
the  vagina,  having  to  cross  their  legs  to  prevent  it;  painful  sensation  of  emptiness 
and  goneness  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 

^Sitanni/tn.— Leucorrhoea,  with  marked  loss  of  strength,  the  weakness  seeming  to 
proceed  from  the  centre  of  the  chest ;  menses  too  early  and  too  profuse. 
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Sulphur, — Lencorrhoea,  sraartiDg  like  salt;  scantj, acrid  leucorrhoea, causing  sore- 
ness of  the  vulva;  constipation;  diarrhcea,  driving  the  patient  out  of  the  bed  in 
the  morning;  burning  of  ih«  soles  of  the  feet ;  heat  on  the  top  of  the  head  ;  stoop- 
shouldered,  cannot  walk  erect. 

Thvjcu — Cancer  and  scirrhus  of  the  uterus;  wart-shaped  excrescences  at  the 
orifice  of  the  uterus;  lig-warts  all  over  the  genitals. 

Ziticum, — Leucorrhoea  consequent  upon  masturbation,  and  attended  with  nervotis 
exhaustion ;  restlessness  of  the  feet,  she  cannot  keep  them  still ;  chronic,  exoeflHivelj 
violent  and  obstinate  headache. 

Xanthoxylum  in  Utebinb  Pain.— Dr.  R.  K.  Gosh  concludes  the  report  of  two 
cures  of  cases  of  after-pains,  as  follows :  I  have  been  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
xanthoxylum  is  useful  in  djsmenorrlxFa,  with  menorrhagia^  with  pain  of  neuralgic 
and  remiiietU  or  coniinuous  character,  especially  the  former.  Where  the  pains  are 
intermittent  xanthoxylum  is  not  useful. — North  American  Journal  of  Honueopalhy, 
June. 

Xanthoxylum  in  "  After-Pains."— Dr.  R.  K.  Gosh,  in  the  June  North  Ameri- 
can  Journal  of  Honvropathyf  reports  two  cases  of  severe  after-pains  almost  magically 
relieveil  by  xanthoxylum  in  drop  doses  of  the  tincture. 

Arsenicum  in  Nephritis. — Dr.  Oscar  Hansen  treated  a  musician,  aged  thirty- 
six,  who  complained  of  a  little  faintness,  thirst,  rotten  taste;  good  appetite  and 
sleep ;  no  oedema ;  oppressing  pains  in  the  loins  and  down  the  thighs ;  made  water 
three  times  in  the  night.  Quantity  of  urine  in  twenty-four  hours,  2^  quarts;  urine 
pale,  frothy,  clear,  slightly  acid ;  specific  gravity,  1016,  and  contained  1^  per  cenc 
albumin  and  a^ew  cylindrical  casts.  He  had  burning  pains  from  time  1x3  time  in 
the  urethra  during  and  when  not  making  water,  but  never  any  incontinence.  Ar^ 
8enicum*Qlbnm  3c  was  prescribed,  three  drops  three  times  daily.  The  time  of  treat- 
ment was  from  the  25ih  of  November,  1887,  to  December  31,  same  year,  when  he 
was  discharged  cured,  the  urine  being  normal  and  all  symptoms  having  disappeared. 
— H(mvxopathic  Worlds  July. 

Natrum  Muriaticum  and  Rhus  Toxicodendron  in  Hydroa.— "  On  the  first 
appearance  the  rhus  blister  is  clear  and  translucent,  with  a  tendency  to  amber  color. 
The  natrum  muriaticum  blister  is  not  as  clear,  but  of  a  whitish  or  pearl  color,  nearly 
or  quite  opa(}ue,  and  during  its  undisturbed  progress  does  not  change  its  color  as 
soon  as  that  of  the  rhus.  The  natrum  muriaticum  blister  is  more  likely  to  be  dis- 
crete, while  the  rhus  tends  more  to  confluence  or  groups." — Dr.  G.  M.  Pease,  Homao- 
pathic  Physician^  June. 

.  Rhus  Toxicodrndron  in  Erysipelas.— Dr.  E.  E.  Eeeler  cured  a  severe  case 
of  erysipelas  very  rapidly  with  rhus  toxicodendron,  locally  and  internally.— -Amm- 
can  Himvropathik,  June. 

Apis  in  Erysipelas.— Dr.  E.  Elmer  Keeler,  in  the  June  number  of  the  Ameri- 
can  Hijmo'opathiatt  reports  an  exceedingly  rapid  cure  of  a  case  of  erysipelas  with  apis 
mellitica. 

Graphites  in  Erysipelas. — Dr.  H.  C.  Houston  gave  graphites  12  to  a  patient 
suffering  from  a  desperately  severe  case  of  erysipelas  ambulans,  after  the  usual 
remedies  had  failed,  with  great  success.  The  indications  were  that  the  sufferer 
was  a  *'  grapliites  patient." — Clinical  Reporter^  June. 

Antimonium  Crudum  in  Eczema.— Miss  T.,  about  thirty  years  of  age  called  upon 
Dr.  E.  H.  Linnell,  presenting  the  following  conditions:  She  had  an  eczematous  in- 
flammation of  both  auditory  canals.  The  skin  was  swollen  and  infiltrated  to  such  a 
degree  that  the  passage  was  almost  closed.  The  surface  was  somewhat  scaly,  and 
there  were  several  fissures  extiding  a  slight  amount  of  thick  serum.  She  also  had 
a  scaly  ciliary  blepharitis,  and  the  conjunctiva  of  the  left  eye  was  somewhat  swollen. 
The  corners  of  her  mouth  were  cracked  and  sore,  and  also  the  edges  of  the  nos- 
trils. She  had  a  cachetic,  auiemic  ap^)earance;  she  was  somewhat  debilitated,  and 
frequently  vomited  her  food  soon  after  eating,  but  had  no  special  sensations  of  dis- 
tress in  the  stomach,  or  nausea.  The  doctor  gave  her  antimonium  crudum  6x  ;  she 
cume  back  in  ten  days  no  better;  she  then  received  the  same  remedy  in  the 2c. 
She  reappeared  in  a  year  witti  the  same  train  of  symptoms,  stating  that  the  last 
medicine  had  cured  her,  but  the  Hympionis  had  recurred.  The  6th  was  again  tried 
and  failed  as  before  ;  but  the  2c  was  followed  by  a  prompt  cure. — North  American  Jour- 
nal of  HomcEopathy,  July. 


THE 


HAHNEMANNIAN  MONTHLY. 

SEPTEMBER,  .1890. 


OBSTETRIC  MEDICATION. 

BY  GEO.   B.   PECK,  M.D.,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 
(Read  before  the  Amerioan  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.) 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Institute  the  chairman  of  this  bureau^ 
distinguished  alike  as  an  instructor  and  as  an  author^  stated  that 
*'  many  of  the  symptoms  given  us  as  a  foundation  for  prescription 
are  illusive^  delusive  and  ensnaring.'^  At  the  same  time  he  promised 
to  add  to  the  indications  given  in  his  works  as  soon  as  he  shall  find 
more  that  are  reliable.  Thus  originated  this  paper  in  which  have 
been  scrutinized  carefully  the  therapeutics  of  our  art  exhibiting  that 
symptomatolc^  only  which  has  been  proved  to  he  probably  or  posi- 
tivdy  trustworthy. 

The  foundation  of  homoeopathic  medication  is  drug  action  on  the 
healthy.  Pregnancy  and  parturition  alike  are  but  physiological  con- 
ditions. The  madman  alone,  however,  would  dream  of  proving 
drugs  in  their  presence.  Fortunately,  all  phenomena  requiring  the 
interposition  of  medicaments  (save  an  insignificant  few  which  may 
be  designated  for  convenience  as  accidental)  are  the  manifestation' 
of  pre-existenty  independent  abnormalities,  whose  exhibition  is  but 
slightly  modified  (comparatively)  by  the  supervention  of  unusual 
conditions.  It  follows,  then,  that  the  means  for  their  eradication 
are  to  be  sought  precisely  in  the  lines  pursued  in  the  treatment  of 
uncomplicated  disorders. 

Henry  N.  Guernsey's  text-book  is  unquestionably  the  basis  of 
most  of  our  obstetric  medication.  This  is  not  singular,  for  to  rare 
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aoquaiDtanoe  with  Materia  Medica  he  added  unusual  experience  as 
an  accoucheur.  A  limited  number  of  indications  have  been  added 
thereto  by  Clarence  M.  Conant  in  his  Obstetric  Mentor.  All  found 
in  either  volume  have  been  tested  by  the  only  existing  touchstone, 
Allen's  Encydopoedia.  The  principles  under  which  the  examina- 
tion was  conducted  are  few  and  simple.  If  a  symptom  is  reported 
but  by  a  solitary  prover  it  may  be  an  effect  of  the  drug ;  if  two  in- 
dependent investigators  note  it,  there  is  strong  probability  the  medi- 
cament had  somewhat  to  do  with  the  circumstance:  if  three  isolated 
observers  testify  to  the  same  experience,  the  relation  between  cau9e 
and  effect  is  too  emdejii  io  be  giiinsaid  by  any  prudent  individual. 
Italicized  symptoms  are,  therefore,  to  be  considered  solid  rock,  while 
the  remainder  are  sufficiently  hard  pan  to  enable  one  safely  to  build 
thereon.  A  limited  number  of  parenthetic  indications  have  been 
similarly  adde<]  at  convenience,  partly  to  elucidate  the  regular  text 
and  partly  to  denote  the  manner  in  which  our  therapeusis  may 
be  securely  amplified. 

The  omission  of  many  familiar  and  well-tried  indications  will  be 
noted.  This  is  because  of  their  observance  but  by  single  provers. 
The  symptomatology  of  the  several  drugs  as  reported  also  presents 
other  singular  features.  The  lessons  are  so  clear  that  none  but  the 
blind  can  fail  to  read  them. 

The  severe  and  protracted  clerical  labor  necessitated  by  the  pres- 
entation of  this  report  was  performed  by  my  student,  Miss  Frances 
A.  Kenyon,  late  of  the  classical  department  of  Providence  High 
School,  under  my  immediate  supervision.  Without  her  valuable 
assistance  the  preparation  of  the  paper  would  have  been  impossible. 
In  the  arrangement  of  topics,  Sheldon  Leavitt  was  followed. 

Abortion. 

Aconite. — Anxiety ;  apprehensivenesSj  especially  of  approaching 
death  ;  vertigo  on  motion. 

Apis. — Ovarian  irritation  ;  profuse  and  fregueni  micturition  (oc- 
casionally scanty) ;  light  colored  diarrhoea. 

Arnica. — Sensation  as  if  bruised. 

Belladonna. — Pressure  and  bearing-down  in  vJterine  regions; 
eyes  red;  flushed  face;  hot,  throbbing  head;  jars  unpleasant. 

Bryonia. — Pain  in  back,  worse  on  motion ;  head  aches  as  if  it 
would  split;  great  thirst;  pain  all  over;  diyness  in  mouth;  nausea,; 
constipation  ;  dry,  Kard  stool, 

Calcarea  carb. — Menses  appear  too  early ;  vertigo. 
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Canthabis. — OonstarU  urging  to  urinate^  sometimes  ineffectual, 
Ferrum. — Flushed  face. 

Geubemiuh. — L088  of  will-power  over  the  muscles. 
Ipecacuanha. — Nausea, 
Nxjx  Moe, — M(yuJtk  and  Hiroai  very  dry. 
Nux  VOMICA. — Urgings  tx)  uriuate, 
Sabina. — ^Drawing  pains  in  small  of  bact 
Secale  COR. — Pulse  slow;  great  anxiety. 

Sepia. — Qmstipation;  urging  and  straining;  inclined  to  faints 
more  so  on  motion. 

SiLiCEA. — Constipation  of  difficult  stools. 
Sulphur. — Faintness;  leucorrhoea. 

Retained  Placenta. 

Belladonna. — Redn^ess  of  face;  heat  and  dryness  of  surfa^ce. 
Cantharis. — Nausea  with  vomiting  ;  anxiety;  feverishness;  pain 
in  ahdomen  and  ba/ik, 
Pulsatilla. — Tearful 
Secale  c. — Urine  retained. 

Nausea. 

Aconite. — Nausea  and  vomiting  ^  with  thirst;  fear  of  death;  bitter 
taste  in  mouth;  burning  and  pains  in  stomach  (especially  after  eat- 
ing) ;  sense  of  weight;  tingling  of  tongue, 

Agaricus. — Burnings  itching,  arid  redness  of  ears,  toes  and 
fingers ;  itching  of  nose  ;  burning  and  redness  of  face;  much  hunger ^ 
but  no  appetite. 

Alumina. — Heartburn;  eructations;  the peouliar  alumina  consti- 
pation may  characterize  the  whole  ease. 

Angustura. — Stitches  in  tongue. 

Antimonium  c. — Nausea  and  violent  vomiting ;  thirst  at  night 

Apib  MEL. — Absence  of  thirst,  or  great  thirst 

Argentum  n. —  Vertigo;  belching. 

Arnica. — Heat  in  head. 

Arsenicum. —  Very  great  debility  and  exhaustion;  uneasy  and 
restless;  bUtemess  in  mouth ;  very  pale  look;  diarrhoea;  vomiting  of 
fluids;  vomiting  of  greenish  matter. 

^  Belladonna. — Pale  or  flushed  face  ;  nausea,  vomiting  ;  coating 
on  the  tongue. 

Bryonia. — Nausea;  vomiting  of  foods;  dry  mouth;  hard  stool, 

Cantharis. — Frequent    mieturition,  with  cutting   and   burning 
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pains,  bid  few  drops  at  a  time,  and  sometimes  blood ;  vomiting,  with 
violent  retching  and  severe  oolio. 

Carbo  veg. — Frequent  eructations;  itching  of  anus. 

Causticum. — Painful  hflemorrhoids ;  constipation;  risings  of  ok. 

Chamomilla. — Nausea;  irritable  temper. 

Graphites. — Much  headache. 

Lycopodium. — Rumbling  in  abdomen  ;  bitter  or  sour  taste. 

Magnesia  cars. — Sour  taste;  eructaJtvon. 

MAGkNESiA  MUR. — Erudation ;  nausea;  bitter  taste. 

Mergurius  v. — Much  salivation;  xdceraied  gums, 

MoscHUS. —  Violent  erudations, 

Natrum  MUR. — Nausea  in  the  morning;  aversion  to  bread; 
water-brash;  heart-burn;  much  hunger,  but  no  appetite;  bitter  or 
sour  taste;  paJpUation  of  the  heart. 

Nitric  acid. — Mu^h  nausea, 

Nux  MCSCH. — MouJth,  tongue  and  throat  very  dry;  disposition  to 
faint;  great  sleepiness. 

Nux  VOMICA. — Nausea  and  vomiting;  not  mu^ appetite ;  eructa- 
tion ;  resUess  sleep ;  constipation. 

Opium. — Constipation,     (Evacuation  of  small  hard  nodules.) 

Sabadilla. — Much  nausea;  burning  in  the  stomach  extending  up 
as  far  as  the  throat;  sweetish  taste. 

Sepia. — Aversion  to  meat;  nausea  in  the  morning;  want  of  appe- 
tite; eructations. 

SiLiciA. — Nausea;  constipation,  (Dry,  hard,  light-colored  stools.) 

Staphisagria. — Extreme  hunger  even  when  stomach  is  faU  of 
food;  constant  accumulation  of  water  in  mouth. 

Stramonium. — Great  thirst;  nausea. 

Sulphur. — Flashes  of  heat;  heat  on  top  of  the  head;  cold  feet; 
short  sleep  at  night,  wakes  very  frequently ;  eructations;  vomiting; 
bitter  or  sour  taste. 

Sulphuric  acid. — Coldness  in  stomach;   eructations;    loss  of 
appetite;  vomiting;  tremulousness. 
Valerian. — Nausea. 

Veratrum. — Nausea;  feels  weak  and  faint. 
Zinc. — Great  gi^eediness  when  eating  ;  much  nausea  and  vomiting. 

Pruritus. 

Apis. — Eruptions;  stinging,  like  bee  stings. 

Canth ARis. — Burning  ;  frequent  micturitions,  with  burning  and 
euttiyig. 
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Carbo  vbg. — Itching  of  (he  anus. 

CoNiUM  M. — Milky  leuoorrhcea. 

Lyoopodium. — Constipation. 

Sepia. — Leucorrhcea  (yellowish,  creamy). 

SiLiCFA. — Constipation  (dry,  hard,  light-colored  stool). 

Cephalagia. 

Aconite. — SeDsation  as  if  the  brain  would  press  out  at  the  fore- 
head. 

AcTTEA. — Pain  over  either  eye  or  in  the  eyeball. 

Belladonna. — Flushed  face  and  injected  eyeballs;  cannot  bear 
brifftU light;  stupid  condition  ;  right-sided  headache  ;  toothache  after 
eaJting, 

Bryonia. — Dryness  of  mouth  and  lips ;  constipaiion, 

Calc.  garb. — Headache  (pressivcj  in  forehead). 

Geisemium. — Heaviness  of  the  head;  vertigo  ;  powerlessness  of  the 
muscles;  dimness  of  virion. 

Glonoin. — Throbbing  in  the  temporal  arteries  ;  sensation  as  of  ex- 
pansion of  the  brain^  the  head  feeling  as  though  it  would  burst. 

Magnesia  c. — Constipation. 

Nux  VOMICA. — Constipation  of  the  bowels;  nausea. 

Pulsatilla. — Given  to  weeping. 

Sepia. — Headache;  aversion  to  food  ;  nausea  ;  vertigo  ;  stitching 
toothache. 

Spigelia. — Pressive  pain  in  the  eyeball  and  orbit;  left-sided  head- 
ache. 

Sulphur. — Heat  in  head  and  flushes  of  face  ;  cold  feet ;  faintness. 

Veratrum  a, — Nausea  and  vomiting  ;  diarrhoea  or  constipation. 

Chorea. 

Belladonna. — Difficult  articulation  and  deglutition;  tongue  as  if 
paralyzed;  redeyes;  stupid;  debility. 

Hyoscyamus. — Jerking  and  twitching  of  all  the  muscles  ;  twitching 
of  the  muscles  of  the  face. 

Nux  VOMICA. — Constipation. 

Stramonium. — HdUudnations  ;  fuU  of  strange  inconsistencies  ; 
laughter;  jactUaiion  of  the  muscles. 

Syncope. 
Aconite. — Palpitation  of  the  heart. 
Arsenicum. — Debility  or  prostration. 
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Bryonia. — Oreat  thirst  and  drinks  much  oold  water. 
Carbo  veg. — Erudationa. 

Chamomilul. — Irritability;  dimness  of  vision ;  nausea.  y 

China. — Cold  perspiration  ;  ringing  in  the  ears. 
Camphor. —  Very  weak  pulse  ;  coldneea  of  the  tphole  body. 
CoccULUS  iNDicus. — Paralyzed  feding  in  all  the  limbs,  with  trem- 
bling. 
Digitalis. — Pulse  daw  and  irregular;  cold  sweai, 
Ignatia, — Much  trembling. 
Nux  vomica. —  Vomiting  ;  trembling. 
Sepia. — Feet  and  hands  cold  as  ice;  flushes  of  heat. 
Stramonium. — Fainting;  pale  face. 
Veratrum  a. — Cold  sweat  upon  the  forehead. 

Toothache. 

Alumina. — Drawing  toothache. 

Arsenicum. — Toothache^  occurring  at  night. 

Belladonna. — Toothache  at  night  and  after  eating, 

Caloarea  carb. — ^Toothache.   • 

Chamomilla. — Toothache.;  swelling  of  the  gums. 

Gelsemium. —  Weak  and  trembling  ;  toothache. 

Hyoscyamus.— Spasms  in  the  throat ;  toothache. 

Magnesia  c. — Toothache  (tearing,  drawing,  chiefly  in  back  teeth ; 
worse  at  night). 

Mercurius  sol. — Tootha^che  ;  the  teeth  fed  as  if  loose, 

Mezereum. — Toothache;  teeth  seem  blunted,  elongated,  decay  rap- 
idly ;  pressive,  cutting  or  drawing  pain  in  back  teeth. 

Nux  m. — Toothache ;  jerking  in  back  teeth,  from  contact  with  cold, 
particularly  if  on  left  side. 

Nux  V. — Constipation. 

Phosphorus. — Jerking  toothache. 

Pulsatilla. — Inclines  to  tears. 

Rhus  tox. — Toothache. 

Constipation. 

Aconite. — Much  thirst;  fear  of  death. 
Alumina. — Scanty,  hard  stool. 
^   Agaricus  m. — Loud  rumbling  in  the  bowds. 
Arnica. — Flatulency;  colic;  foul  smelling  flatus. 
Belladonna. — Flaixdeney  ;  obstruction  of  the  bowds;  much  ten- 
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dency  of  blood  to  the  head  ;  red  eyes  ;  intolerance  of  light ;  flushed  face  ; 
heaJtin  the  head. 

Bryonia. — Muchihirst ;  rumbling  in  abdomen;  irritable;  moiUh 
and  lips  dry  ;  hard  dooL 

Carbo  Veg. — FkUulencyj  wUh  colic  and  rumbling  in  bowels. 

Causticum. — Constipation  ;  ruTnbling  in  the  bowels. 

China. — Flatulence^  with  colic  ;  rumblings. 

CoNiUM. — Much  vertigo. 

Oraphit£B. — Hard  stool;  itching  blotches  about  the  body  ;  colic. 

Iqnatia. — ^Empty  feeling  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  ;  rumbling. 

Kali  c. — ^Unsuccessful  desire  for  stool. 

Lyoopodium. — Rumbling  and  gurgling  ;  incarcerated  flatulence. 

Mercurius. — Salivaiion;  gums  sore. 

Natr.  m. — Hard  stool;  rumbling  of  jkdus  and  incarceration; 
headache  on  atoaking  in  the  morning  ;  aversion  to  bread ;  sore  places 
in  mouth. 

Nitric  acid. — Hard  stool;  bloody  stool;  much  flatus. 

Nux  MOSCH. — Dryness  in  mouth  and  tongue  ;  stool  slow  and  diffi- 
cult. 

Nux  VOM. — Flatulence. 

Opium. — Sleeplessness. 

Pho6. — Blood  with  the  stool. 

Phobph.  acid. — Flatulency  ;  stool  hard. 

Plumbum. — ConstipaJtion^  with  colic  ;  stools  composed  of  litHe  balls 
like  sheep^s  dung  ;  flatulency  ;  colic. 

Pulsatilla. — Bloody  stool. 

Sepia. — Stool  dijffUyuM;fkUviencyf  with  loud  rumbling  in  the  ab- 
domen. 

Staphkagria. — Offensive  flatus. 

Sulphur. — Piles;  coldness  of  the  feet ;  rumbling  in  abdomen^  wUh 
offensive  flaius  ;  hard  stool  with  blood. 

Veratrum  a. — Flatulency;  colic. 

Zinc. — ^Dry  stool. 

Diarrhoea. 

Aloes. — Feeling  as  if  the  stool  could  not  be  retained^  but  must 
drop  involuntarily ;  rumbling  in  the  bowels. 

Alumina. — Diarrhoea;  tenesmus  ;  stools  bloody  and  scanty. 

An  GU8TURA. — Diarrhoea. 

Arnica. — Bruised  feeling  all  through  the  body. 
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Arsenicum. — Diarrhoea  ;  bloody  or  involuntary  stook  ;  very  toeaky 
least  motion  causing  great  faHgv^. 

AuRUM. — Nightly  diarrhoea. 

Belladonna. — Flushed  face  ;  redeyes. 

Bryonia. — Burning  diarrhoea ;  thirai. 

Cantharis. — Constant  desire  to  urinate,  with  cutting  burning 'pain. 

Capsicum. — Burning  in  the  anus. 

Carbo  veg. — ifuch  flatulency . 

Cham. — Nightly  diarrhoea  with  colic ;  very  irritable  temper. 

Chelidonium. — Diarrhoea  {pasty  or  watery,  bright  yellow  ;  lighter 
colored  than  usual;  light-red  or  brown). 

China. — Diarrhoea;  undigested  food;  sensation  of  distension  in 
abdomen. 

CoLOCYNTH. — Diarrhoea  ;  pappy  stools,  with  or  without  burning 
at  the  anus;  preceded  by  colic,  but  not  necessarily;  with  or  without 
tenesmus ;  flatulence;  yellow,  brown,  bloody,  greenish. 

Conium. — Diarrhoea. 

Cuprum  Met.— DfarrAcisa  (green). 

Digitalis. —  Violent  diarrhoea;  ash-colored;  nausea;  vomiting 
of  food. 

Dulcamara. — Stools  yellowish ;  worse  after  every  cold  change 
of  the  weather. 

Ferrum. — Frequent  diarrhoeic  stool. 

Gelsemium. — Depressed  state  of  mind. 

Graphites. — Diarrhoea  ;  much  flatulency. 

Hepar. — Diarrhoea  (urgent  desire,  preceded  by  griping,  worse  at 
night,  with  tenesmus). 

Hyoscyamus. — Diarrhoea  (frequent  stool ;  slimy). 

Ignatia. — Empty,  weak  feeling  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 

Ipecac. — Diarrhoea  (greenish). 

Iris  versicolor. — Severe  burning  in  the  anus  during  stool; 
foetid  flatulence;  nausea  and  vomiting;  rumbling  in  the  bowels. 

Kali  c. — Diarrhoea  (profuse,  with  much  weariness  or  severe  pain 
low  down  in  abdomen ;  insufficient  discharge). 

Lachesis. — Diarrhoea, 

La  u  rocer  A8U8. — Diarrhoea. 

Ledum. — ^Diarrhoea. 

Leptandra. — Fluid,  foetid  stools,  with  difficulty  of  retaining  the 
stool. 

Lycopodium. — Diarrhoea;  mu^ flatulence. 

Mercurius. — Diarrhoea;  salivation;  ulcerated  gums ;  loose  teeth. 
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Mezereum. — Diarrhoea. 

Muriatic  ACID. — Diarrhoea;  very  weak 

Natr.  mur. — Diarrhcea,  like  water  ;  aversion  for  bread  ;  vivid 
dreams;  headache  on  waking, 

Nux  MOSCH. — Diarrhcea  (stools  soft  but  difficult  to  pass). 

Nux  VOM. —  Want  of  appetite. 

Opium. —  Watery diarrhosa,  sometimes  frothy;  drowsiness,  but  wn- 
refreshing  deep. 

Phos. —  Waiery  diarrhcea  ;  general  dAUUy. 

TuiaatiiAjA.— Bumbling  of flatidenoe  ;  chilliness;  tearful  dispo- 
sition. 

Rhus. — Diarrhcea;  bloody  stools ;  restlessness. 

Secale  c. — Diarrhoea  (fetid,  dark-colored). 

Sepia. — Exhausting  diarrhoea. 

Stramonium. — Diarrhoea  ;  great  thirst ;  great  loqibCLcity. 

Sulphuric  acid. — Diarrhoea  (black,  offensive). 

Tabacum. — Diarrhoea;  sudden faintings. 

Veratrum  Alb. — Diarrhcea;  cold  sweat  on  the  forehead;  genera 
edd  perspiration. 

Fame  Pains. 

AcoNiTUM. — Fears  that  she  will  die. 

Arnica. — Flushing  of  face. 

AuRUM. — Palpitaiion  of  the  heart 

Belladonna. — Injected  eyebaMs  and  red  face;  throbbing  head- 
ache. 

Chamomile  A. — ^Fretful ;  peevish ;  tearing  pains  down  the  legs. 

C AMPHOB. — Sldn  cold  and  dry  ;  restless. 

CoocuLUS. — Paraly25ed  feeling  of  lower  limbs ;  headache. 

Ck)PPEA. — Mental  excitement. 

CoNiUM. —  Vertigo. 

Cuprum. — Restlessness. 

H  YOSCYAMUS. — Delirium  ;  startings  and  jerks  in  various  parts  of 
the  body. 

Ipecacuanha. — Persistent  nausea. 

Kali  c. — Eructations. 

Natrum  c. — Perspiration. 

Natbum  m. — Sad. 

Nux  M. — Sleepiness. 

Opium. — Bed  face;  stertorous  breathing;  iwitohing  of  the  mvsdes. 

Phosphorus. — Cutting  pains  in  abdomen. 

Pulsatilla. — Tearful  disposition. 
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Rhus  Tox. — Restless. 

RuTA. — Weak ;  small  pulse. 

Sepia. — Empty  feeling  in  stcmaoh. 

Sulphur.— Q)W/e€</  fainting  feeling. 

Vbbatrum, — Cold  sweaty  particularly  on  the  forehead ;  faininess. 

HEMORRHOIDS. 

Acx)NiTE. — Restlessness. 

JEscuLUS  Hipp. — Purple-colored  piles,  which  do  not  bleed ;  pres- 
sure in  the  rectum. 

Aloes. — Mucas  discharged  per  anum. 

Apis. — Restlessness  at  night. 

Arsenicum. — Pain  in  the  back;  great  weakness  and  restlessness. 

Belladonna. — Dysuria;  congestion  of  blood  in  head;  throbbing 
hecukuihe. 

Capsicum. — Burning  in  anus ;  drawing  pain  in  back. 

Carbo  vbg. — Itching  in  the  anus ;  flatulence. 

Causticum. — Painful  hflemorrhoids. 

Chamomilla. — IrritahU. 

China. — Haemorrhoids. 

CoLOCYNTH. — Persons  svJtject  to  violent  attacks  of  cramp  colk. 

Hamamelis. — Restlessness  at  night;  frontal  headache. 

Lycopodium. — Much  rumbling  in  abdomen;  red  sediment  in 
urine;  varices  protrude. 

Nux  VOMICA. — No  appetite  ;  headache. 

Pulsatilla. — ^Tearful  disposition. 

Rhus  tox. — Restlessness. 

Sepia. — Sensitive  skin. 

Sulphur.— /^in^  and  soreness  of  the  anus;  very  cold  fed; 
awakens  frequently  at  night;  fainting  feeling;  despondency. 

Thuja  occ. —  Vertigo  ;  backa<Ae. 

Rigidity  op  the  Os  Uteri. 
Aconite. — Restlessness;  fears  she  will  die;  anxious. 
Belladonna. — Fainting. 
Chamomilla. — Irritability. 
Lobelia  Inflata. — DyspnoBa. 

Hour-Glass  Contractions. 
Belladonna. — Injected  eyeballs  ;  flushed  faxic  ;  cannot  bear  UgU 
or  noise;  pulse  full;  hot  skin. 
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Chamomilla. — Irritability;  thirst 

CoocuLUS  Indicus. — ^Frequent  vomiting;  paralyzed  feeliog  of 
lower  limbs.  ^ 

CoNiUM. —  Vertigo.    ' 

HYOSCYAMUS.-^DcZinwm;  jerking  and  twitching  of  the  musdea. 
Kali  c. — Stitching  pain  in  abdomen ;  thirst. 
Nux  VOM. — Mental  depression. 
Pulsatilla. — ^Tearful  disposition. 
Rhus  tox. — Restless. 
Sepia,— Flushes  of  heai  ;  cold  feet. 
Sulphur. —  Weak  and  fainty  spells;  cold  feet. 

Accidental  Hemorrhage. 

Aconite. — Fear  of  death. 

Antimonium  c. — Nausea  and  vomiting. 

Apis. — Yawning. 

Aroentum  nit. — Confusion. 

Belladonna. — Flushed  face;  pulse  full;  hothead. 

Bryonia. — Dry  mouth;  nausea. 

Calcarea  carb. — Vertigo. 

Cantharis. — Irritation  in  neck  of  bladder;  urinating  often;  cut- 
ting  and  burning  in  passing  only  a  few  drops. 

Carbo  veo. — Itching  in  anus. 

Chamomilla. — Tearing  pain  in  limbs;  irritability. 

China. — (JoKc;  heaviness  of  head  ;  ringing  in  the  ears  ;  facing. 

Ferrum. — Vertigo;  headache;  constipation. 

Hyoscyamub. — Delirium;  startings  and  jerks  in  various  parts  of 
the  body. 

loDiUM. — Pain  in  small  of  back. 

Ipecacuanha. — Nausea  and  vomiting ;  headache;  pale. 

Nux  MoecH. — Dryness  ofmoiUh  and  tongus;  sleepiness. 

Phosphorus. — Eructations  after  eating  ;  constipation. 

Pulsatilla. — Tearful  temperament. 

Secalec. — Debility;  cold. 

Sepia. — Icy  cold  feet;  flushes  of  heat;  constipation;  sensation 
of  "goneness  "  at  the  pit  of  stomach. 

SiLiCBA. — Constipation  (dry,  hard,  light-colored  stool). 

Stramonium. — Full  of  drange  ideas  ;  loquacious. 

Sulphur. —  Weak  and  fainting  spells;  cold  feet. 

Lochia. 
Aconite. — Feverishness,  with  thirst;  catting  pains  in  abdomeui 
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which  is  very  tender  on  pressure;  fears  she  will  die ;  fearfalness;  urir 
easiness, 

Baptihia. — Prostration. 

Belladonna. — Flushed  face ;  injected  eyebaUs;  delirium;  great 
tenderness  of  the  ahdomen  ;  drowsiness, 

Bryonia. — Dryness  in  mouth;  thirst, 

Chamomilla. — Irritable;  thirst;  diarrhoea, 

CoLoCYNTH. —  Violent  colic  ;  tympanitic  abdomen;  diarrhoea, 

HY08CYAMU8. — Delirium ;  jerking  of  the  muscles. 

Rhus  tox. — Restlessness  at  night, 

Secai^e  c. — Dark  discharge. 

Stramonium. — Full  oftirange  ideas. 

Sulphur. — Perspiration;  cold  feel. 

Lactation. 

Aconite. — Much  third;  dry  skin;  anxiety;  restlessness.  ' 

Belladonna. — Flushed  face;  injected  eyAells;  throbbing  headache; 
fvUpvlse  ;  cannot  bear  light  or  noise  ;  sleeplessness. 

Bryonia. — Dry  mouth;  nausea;  constipati^on  (stool  large,  hard, 
dry,  expelled  with  difficulty). 

Causticum. — Anxiety, 

Chamomilla. — Fretful ;  sleepless. 

China. — Fulness  in  abdomen, 

Mercurius. — Ptyalism. 

Pulsatilla. — Feverish;  tearful  disposition. 

Sepia. — Sensitive  skin ;  flushes  of  heat;  cold  hands  and  feet. 

SiLiCEA. — Constipation  (dry,  hard,  light-colored  stool). 

Failure  op  Milk. 

Aconite. — Anxiety  and  restlessness. 

Belladonna. — Headache;  congested  eyes;  does  not  sleep  wdl. 

Bryonia. — Dry  mouth;  constipation  (stool  large,  hard,  dry,  ex- 
pelled with  difficulty);  no  appetite;  nausea  after  eating. 

Calcarea  carb. — OiiUy  nature. 

Causticum. — Threatened  amaurosis;  noises  in  (he  ear;  anxidy; 
despondency. 

Chamomilla. — Fretful. 

China. — Diarrhcea  (containing  undigested  food). 

CoFFE  A . — Sleeplessness, 

Phos.  acid. — Apathy. 

PuusATiLLA. — Tearful  disposition. 
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Rhus  Tox. —  Want  of  appetite;  mental  derangement;  powerless" 
ne»s  of  lower  extremities. 

SuLPHUB. — Cold  feet;  weak  and  faint  spells;  hungry  at  noon. 

Galactorrhcea. 
ACJONITE. — Anxiety  and  restlessness ;  fears  she  will  die;  thirst. 
Belladonna. — Headache. 

Bryonia. — Thirst  and  constipation  ;  stitching  headache. 
Phosphorus. — Stitching  pains  in  mammse. 
Sulphur. — HsBmorrhoids ;   weak    and   faint  spells;  hungry  at 
noon. 

Rhus  tox. — Restless. 

After-Pains. 

Belladonna. — Congested  head  and  eyes. 
Bryonia. — Headache;  dry  mouth;  thirst  for  cold  water. 
Chamomilla. — Irritable;  thirst 
CiMiciFUGA. — Restless;  sleepless. 
CoFFEA . — Sleepless. 
Cuprum  ac. — Cramps  in  extremities. 
Ferrum. — Vertigo;  headache. 

Hyoscyamus. — Delirium;  jerking  and  twitching  in  various  parts 
of  the  body. 

PuuSATiLLA. — Tearful  disposition. 
Rhus  tox. — Restlessness  at  night 

Retention  of  Urine. 

Arnica. — Urging  to  urinate. 
Cantharis. — Great  desire  to  urinate ;  strangury. 
Causticum. — Frequent  and  urgent  desire  to  urinate. 
Nux  VOMICA. — Painful,  ineffectual  desire  to  urinate. 
Pulsatilla. — Tearful  disposition.  ** 

Stramonium. — Retention  of  urine. 

Phlegmasia. 

Apis. — Fever ;  restlessness  ;  absence  of  thirst. 
Arnica. — Feels  bruised. 

Arsenicum. — Greai  restlessness;  cold  and  chilly. 
Belladonna. — Sensation  of  heaviness  in  the  thighs;  cannot  bear 
light  or  noise ;  sleeplessness;  injected  eyeballs  ;  throbbing  carotids. 
Bryonia. — Dry  mouth ;  thirst. 
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Kali  c. — Stitching  pain  in  abdomen ;  thirst 
Nux  VOMICA. — L088  of  appetite;  desire  to  urinate, 
Pulsatilla. — Clammy  taste  in  mouth  ;  tearful  disposition. 
Lyoopodium. — RumbUng  irfJlaltUence  in  ahdomen;  restlessness  at 
night. 

Rhus  tox. — Restlessness. 

Sulphur. —  Weak  and  faint  spells ;  short  deep. 

Puerperal  Mania. 

Acx)NiTE. — Fear  of  death. 

Belladonna. — Sleepless  nights;  paroxysms  of  fury;  desire  to 
hide  herself;  merry  but  quarrelsome;  stupor. 

Hyobcyamus. — Rage. 

Kali  c. — Sadness;  weeps;  thirst/  re^lessness. 

Pulsatilla.— Tearful  disposition;  sleeplessness  during  early  pari 
of  night. 

Stramonium. — Fearful  and  full  of  strange  notions  ;  fa/se  bloaled 
and  red;  very  loquamous;  visual  hallucinations. 

Sulphur. —  Weak  and  faint  spells;  cold  feet. 

Sore  Nipples. 

AoARicus. — Nipple  itches, 
Chamomilla. — Irritable. 
Pulsatilla. — Tearful  disposition. 

Eclampsia, 

Aconite. — Restlessness;  fear  of  death;  thirst;  anxiety;  feveriA- 
ness. 

Belladonna  — Red  countenance;  dilated  pupils  ;  difficult  degluU- 
tion  ;  foam  at  the  mouth  ;  involuntary  escape  of  fceces  and  urine  ;  con" 
wlsive  movement  in  limbs  and  muscles  of  the  face;  paleface. 

Bryonia. — Dry  mouth;  thirst;  abdominal  tenderness;  perspira- 
tion, 

Cantharis. — Dysuria. 

Hyobcyamus. — Deiirium;  twitching  and  jerkings  of  the  musdes 
of  the  body. 

Ipecac. — Nausea. 

Kali  c. — Eructations. 

Lachesis.— Cold  feet. 

Mercurius. — Salivation. 
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Opium. — Stertorous  breathing;  redness;  swelling;  heat  of  the 
face;  perspiration;  sopor. 

Pulsatilla. — ^Tearful  (disposition. 

Secale  c. — Conwlsions, 

Stramonium. — Puffed  andredfaoe;  laughter;  singing;  frightful 
visions;  loss  of  sensibility. 

AcfUTE  AND  Chronic  Metritis. 

Aconite. — Thirst;  abdomen  tender  to  the  touch;  rapid  pulse;  dry 
skin. 

Apis  mel. — Dyspnoea;  absence  of  thirst. 

Arsenicum. — Burning  pains;  great  restlessness  and  anguish. 

Belladonna. — Throbbing  headache^  with  heat;,  red  eyes  and 
face;  delirium. 

Bryonia. — Headache;  nausea;  dry  mouth;  constipation;  very 
thirsty. 

Cantharis. — Frequent  and  continual  desire  to  urinate,  ineffectual, 
cutting y  burning  pains,  passing  only  a  few  drops,  which  are  often  mixed 
with  blood. 

Carbo  veo. —  Weariness  ;  flatulence. 

Chamomilla. — Thirst, 

China. — Distension  of  abdomen  ;  diarrhoea  ;  ringing  in  the  ears. 

CoccULUS. — Paralysis  of  lower  extremities;  pulse  smaU;  thirst; 
metallic  taste  in  month. 

Colocynth. — Severe  cdichy  pains  ;  cutting  pains  in  bowels  ;  dis- 
tension of  abdomen  ;  diarrhoea ;  bitter  taste  in  mouth ;  great  third  ; 
pulse  small. 

CoNiUM. —  Vertigo;  thirsL 

Hepar  8. — Chilliness. 

Hyoscyamus. — Jerks  of  the  extremities. 

Ipecac. — Nausea;  rapid  pulse. 

Kali  c. — Thirst;  cutting  pains  in  abdomen. 

Lyoopodium. — Rumbling  in  abdomen. 

Mercurius. —  Thirst. 

OniJU.— Delirium  ;  flushed  face;  coldness  of  extremities;  sopor. 

Pulsatilla. — Tearful  disposition  ;  natMea. 

Rhus  tox. — Restlessness;  dry  tongue. 

Secale  c—  Oreat  debility. 

Sepia. — Emptiness  at  pit  of  stomach  ;  ioy-oold  feet. 

Stramonium. — Face  bloated;  strange  fancies. 

Sulphur, — Cold  feet;  weak  and  faint  spells. 
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PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS. 

DELIVERED  BY  AUG.  KORND(ERFER,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 
(Read  before  the  PblUdelpbia  County  Homcwpathic  Medical  Society,  May,  1890.) 

Fellaw-membera  of  the  HomoeapcUhic  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Philadelphia : 

Permit  me  to  heartily  thank  you  for  the  compliment  which  70a 
have  bestowed  ui)on  me  in  thus  selecting  me  as  your  presiding 
officer  for  the  coming  year.  I  assure  you  it  will  be  my  pleasure  to 
perform  whatsoever  duties  shall  devolve  upon  me  in  the  work  of  this 
society,  looking  singly  to  the  successful  issue  of  every  measure  which 
shall  be  inaugurated  for  the  advancement  of  our  cause. 

In  return  I  trust  to  receive  your  willing  and  earnest  co-operation. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  may  we  feel  that  its  work  has  been  well 
done  and  that  its  results  will  bear  favorable  comparison  with  that 
heretofore  accomplished. 

In  casting  a  retrospective  glance  over  our  past  as  a  society,  we 
feel  impressed  with  the  iact  that  the  year  just  brought  to  a  close 
shows  in  given  directions  marked  advance,  when  compared  with  like 
j)eriods  preceding  it. 

The  monthly  contributions  have  been  sufficient  in  number  to 
thoroughly  engage  the  time  of  the  society ;  they  have  possessed  the 
merit  of  being  both  instructive  and  interesting,  and  some  may  justly 
claim  the  additional  advantage  of  offering  for  consideration  original 
thought  and  careful  investigation. 

This  holds  especially  true  in  the  departments  of  surgery.  The 
articles  presented  bear  evidence  that  their  authors  had  the  courage 
of  their  convictions,  which  led  them  beyond  usual  routine  practice. 
Worthy  efforts  have  been  made  to  reach  more  perfect  results  through 
the  employment  of  means  and  methods  in  advance  of  those  hitherto 
in  use.  Our  surgeons  have  certainly  fairly  won  the  honors  which 
they  receive.  Their  untiring  efforts  and  unflagging  zeal  should  act 
as  a  stimulus  to  every  physician  in  our  school.  Less  than  three 
decades  ago  we  had  scarcely  a  single  surgeon  of  ripe  experience  in 
our  ranks — to-day  our  surgeons  stand  in  the  forefront  among  the 
surgeons  of  the  world,  in  both  theoretical  knowledge  and  the 
technique  of  their  art.  This  is  as  it  should  be;  surgery  recognized 
by  Hahnemann  as  a  self-evident  necessity,  though  much  n^lected  in 
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the  early  days  of  our  school,  should  reach  the  most  refined  devel- 
opment under  the  stimulus  of  new  ideas  generated  by  the  advanced 
therapeutics  of  our  system.  This  development  should  not  be  in 
mechanical  dexterity  alone — intelligent  thought  and  study  should  be 
bestowed  upon  the  action  of  drugs  in  so-called  surgical  diseases  in 
order  not  only  that  nature  might  be  assisted  without  operation,  but 
that  it  might  thus  be  assisted  to  more  perfect  and  speedy  restoration 
<ifter  operation.  Skill  in  therapeutics  should  go  hand-in-hand  with 
skill  in  mechanical  technique.  The  latter  our  surgeons  po«?sess  most 
perfectly ;  let  us  wish  them  Godspeed  in  the  development  of  the  for- 
mer, which  less  brilliant  is  nevertheless  at  least  equally  important. 

We  are  pleased  to  observe  that  progress  is  also  quite  manifest  in 
other  departments,  which  ofiFer  in  every  instance  favorable  compari- 
son with  preceding  years.  In  fact,  this  not  only  is  true  so  far  as  our 
society  is  concerned,  but  there  appears  to  be  an  advance  in  the  jour- 
nal literature  throughout  our  school.  We  find  unmistakable  evidence 
of  a  growing  disposition  to  reach  beyond  a  mere  surface  knowledge 
of  the  great  truths  involved  in  the  teachings  of  Hahnemann. 
Unfortunately  there  is  easily  to  be  recognized  the  prevailing  bent  of 
the  schools  toward  a  species  of  eclecticism,  which  in  science  is  syn- 
■  onymous  with  imperfect  knowledge.  But  what  have  we  to  fear? 
Nought  but  dtilay.  We  remain  secure  in  the  fact  that  law  is  immu- 
table. Truth  is  eternal  and  will  most  surely  survive  both  the  neglect 
and  the  misinterpretations  of  avowed  friends  as  well  as  the  denial 
and  open  opposition  of  its  most  vindictive  enemies.  One  after 
another  of  the  forces  arrayed  against  the  law  must  fail  and  soon 
sink  into  oblivion.  The  mists  of  error  and  prejudice  which  oft 
cloud  the  truth  from  view  will  be  dissipated  by  the  genial  warmth  of 
scientific  research,  leaving  the  law  to  shine  with  renewed  light  and 
ever  increasing  glory. 

The  present  is  an  age  of  advancement  in  every  department  of 
human  economy.  The  world  appears  to  be  upon  the  verge  of  a 
revolution  in  both  thought  and  philasophy.  Medicine  standing  as 
it  does  in  closest  relationship  to  man's  physical,  yea  even  to  man's 
spiritual  good,  must  share  in  proportionate  degree  in  such  change. 
The  advocates  of  law  will  however  have  nothing  to  fear — its  oppo- 
nents will  have  their  strongholds  shaken  to  their  very  centres.  Law 
will  ever  continue  victorious.  The  purifying  fires  of  investigation, 
kept  aglow  by  the  efforts  of  opposition,  will  burn  out  every  atom  of 
dross,  leaving  pure  golden  grains  of  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of 
future  generations. 
VOL.  XXV.— 89 
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Such  transition  and  revolutionizing  periods  not  only  occur,  they 
are  necessary.  They  arouse  and  stimulate  the  interest  which  so 
easily  flags  and  develop  into  activity  those  latent  forces  of  the  human 
intellect  which  oft  require  extraordinary  events  to  quicken  them 
into  being. 

With  each  truth  discovered,  the  philosophy  of  the  day  is  more 
or  less  modified ;  subsequent  experiments  and  observations  lead  to 
new  developments  which,  conflicting  with  former  theoretical  notions 
excite,  sooner  or  later,  a  positive  revolution  in  philosophic  thought 
and  reasoning.  Higher  truths  are  thus  reached  ;  broader  and  brighter 
light  is  thus  granted.     Thus  has  it  been  with  homoeopathy. 

Hahnemann  discovered  the  law  under  which  drugs  must  be 
selected  for  the  cure  of  disease.  Ue  also  laid  down  the  rule  that 
thequality  must  be  identical  with  that  from  which  the  provings  were 
made.  And^  finally,  that  the  dose  shall  be  the  smallest  that  will 
cure.  To  the  first  and  second  of  these  probably  none  in  our  school 
will  raise  a  dissenting  voice.  The  third  involves  all  the  vexed 
and  vexing  question  of  potencies. 

This  question  has,  from  the  earliest  days  in  our  history,  been  argued 
in  a  spirit  of  partisanship,  utterly  foreign  to  scientific  inquiry. 

Though  of  vital  importance  it  appears  as  remote  from  settlement  as 
in  the  days  of  Hahnemann.  This  is  largely  due  to  phy^cians  employ- 
ing more  or  less  exclusively  a  given  potency  throughout  their  prac- 
tice, forgetting  the  fact  that  in  every  vital  act  quantity,  even  though 
infinitesimal  should  be  considered  as  an  clement  with  quiddity  and 
quality. 

That  the  more  highly  potentized  drugs  do  act,  no  one  who  has 
had  experience  in  their  use  can  deny.  It  is  equally  plain  that  in 
the  present  state  of  science  the  limit  of  drug  attenuation  cannot  be 
determined.  Efforts  made  upon  the  basis  of  the  atomic  theory  must 
prove  futile  as  the  atomic  theory  itself  is  but  a  plausible  explana- 
tion of  certain  facts  and  not  by  any  means  so  satisfactory  in  its 
character  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  being  either  greatly 
modified  or  even  entirely  supplanted  by  a  more  comprehensive 
idea  of  the  constitution  of  matter. 

In  order  to  reach  more  definite  results  in  reference  to  this  question 
would  it  not  be  well  for  the  members  of  this  society  to  give  due 
consideration  thereto,  making  such  reports  from  time  to  time  as 
may  assist  in  reaching  a  solution  of  the  same.  Again,  in  all  our 
investigations  we  should  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  laws  never 
conflict.     Harmony  must  ever  exist.     Where  this  fails,  error  surely 
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may  be  found.  The  beautiful  fancy  of  "  the  music  of  the  spheres  " 
has  foundation  in  this  sublime  harmony  existing  in  the  vast  uni- 
verse of  matter. 

We  as  a  society  devoted  to  the  advancement  and  perfection  of  the 
science  of  medicine^  should  ever  remember  this  eternal  liarmony, 
keep  in  the  van  of  observers.  With  a  known  law  to  guide,  let 
us  make  strenuous  efforts  to  develop  the  therapeutics  of  our  school. 
To  this  end  the  development  of  our  materia  medica  is  of  para- 
mount importance.  The  intelligent  interpretation  of  symptoms  of 
both  pro  vers  and  patients  is  of  vital  importance.  The  value  of 
isolated  characteristics  and  so-called  keynotes  we  all  recognize,  but 
we  must  also  admit  that  they  are  but  stepping  stones  to  a  better 
knowledge^  a  more  perfect  understanding,  of  symptoms — a  knowl- 
edge which  would  make  misunderstanding  impossible — I  trust  that 
more  time  and  thought  will  in  the  future  be  devoted  to  this  dis- 
tinctive and  extremely  useful  feature  of  our  work.  The  medical 
world  demands  of  us  positive  knowledge. 

We  have  in  times  past  garnered  much  rich  fruit  which  we  unstint- 
ingly  supply  to  all.  Our  sages,  harvesters  of  past  times,  are  laid 
away  to  rest.  Who  shall  worthily  fill  the  places  thus  left  vacant  ? 
Who  will  be  the  Hering,  the  Jeanes,  the  Guernsey,  the  Dunham, 
the  Farrington  of  this  generation  ? 

I  trust  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica  and  that  of  Clinical  Medi- 
cine will  bestow  upon  these  subjects  that  consideration  which  their 
importance  demands.  If  each  society  were  to  furnish  but  one 
exhaustive  clinical  study  each  year,  our  materia  medica  would  soon 
be  relieved  of  all  superfluous  expressions  and  condensation  would 
soon  be  systematically  and  accurately  accomplished;  a  condensa- 
tion without  abridgement  of  facts  or  impairment  of  utility.  Then 
instead  of  an  uncertain  and  treacherous  reading  between  the  lines 
we  would  have  substituted  a  clear  and  comprehensive  yet  concise 
pathogenesis  written  on  the  lines. 

Again,  greater  efforts  should  be  directed  toward  the  development 
of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  variations  manifested  in  diseased 
states  while  under  the  influence  of  homoeopathic  remedies.  There 
is  probably  no  more  common  complaint  among  young  physicians 
than  that  they  rarely  if  ever  have  charge  of  a  case  typically  de- 
scribed in  the  books.  To  a  degree  at  least  this  depends  upon  the 
fact  that  cases  carefully  prescribed  for  rarely  present  the  grave 
symptoms  often  portrayed  in  the  books,  while  even  in  the  most 
severe  cases  distinct  modifications  result  from  the  treatment  em- 
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ployed.  This  very  interesting  field  of  observation,  though  best  con- 
ducted in  hospital  work,  may  nevertheless  be  profitably  pursued 
even  in  a  limited  private  practice.  Dr.  Hering  used  to  say  homoeo- 
pathy has  developed  a  new  pathology ;  it  will  eventually  give  us  a 
more  comprehensive  physiology.  Especially  does  this  hold  good  in 
the  study  of  reflex  symptoms. 

While  thus  banded  together,  laboring  for  the  success  of  our  school 
through  the  development  of  her  teachings,  good  fellowship  and  fra- 
ternal regard  will  be  rij)ened  into  bonds  of  union  which  will  make 
of  our  school  a  power  potent  for  good.  Individual  differences  will 
be  lost  in  the  united  desire  and  effort  to  fathom  truth  to  its  depths, 
ascend  its  heights  and  in  broad  perspective  portray  its  entire  field. 

Another  and  important  subject  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  atten- 
tion this  evening  is  that  of  legislation.  This  subject  has  of  recent 
years  been  pursued  by  the  allopathic  school  with  such  singleness  of 
heart  and  urgency  of  purpose  that  we  cannot  fail  to  discern  an  evident 
desire  to  gain  through  some  means  that  supremacy  of  political  power 
which  will  give  them  somewhat  the  position  of  State  medicine.  It 
l)ehooves  us  in  our  corporate  as  well  as  in  our  individual  capacity  to 
be  ever  alert,  ready  to  guard  against  any  act  involving  injustice  to 
us  as  a  school  or  to  our  patients  as  citizens  of  this  commonwealth. 
We  have  in  the  past  experienced  marked  difficulty  in  securing  our- 
selves against  unjust  discrimination  in  the  proposed  constitution  of 
the  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners.  The  efforts  put  forth  by 
the  allopaths  a  few  years  ago  bear  out  this  assertion.  The  first  draft 
of  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  creating  such  a  State  board  offered  our 
school  two  seats  in  a  board  of  seven  members.  The  act  further  pro- 
vided that  five  members  should  constitute  a  quorum,  and  that  five 
votes  should  be  necessary  to  secure  a  license.  This  was  so  glar- 
ingly unjust  that  it  was  positively  rejected  by  certain  nieml)ers  of 
your  committee.  A  sub-committee  was  thereupon  appointed  to  sug- 
gest such  modifications  in  the  proposed  act  as  would  meet  the  ap- 
proval of  our  school.  The  sub-committee  completed  its  work 
promptly,  but  when  the  modified  copy  was  [)resented  to  the  society 
for  action  it  was  promptly  rejected.  Their  subsequent  efforts  in  this 
direction  are  so  recent  and  fresh  in  your  memories  that  we  need  not 
consume  time  to  more  than  refer  to  them.  As  soon  as  their  last  bill 
was  through  amendments  brought  into  such  shape  that  harm  to  us 
as  a  school  was  practically  impossible  the  most  ardent  workers  for 
the  bill  withdrew  their  favor  and  secured  its  defeat. 

Granting  honesty  of  j)urpose  to  our  opponent^?,  for  as  such  they 
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compel  us  to  view  thera,  let  us  not  for  one  moment  delude  ourselves 
with  the  notion  that  through  them  measures  would  be  enacted  tend- 
ing toward  the  advancement  of  our  school.  The  more  conscientious 
they  are  in  their  own  views  the  more  will  they  be  opposed  to  meas- 
ures equally  favoring  ours.  Here  as  everywhere,  if  we  wish  to  be 
protected,  we  must  prote(!t  ourselves. 

Almost  every  feature  of  legislation  proposed  by  the  allopathic 
school,  lK)th  in  Europe  and  in  this  country,  bears  the  imprint  of  a 
species  of  trades  union  spirit.  They  have  thus  far  done  but  little 
through  legislation  for  the  protection  of  the  public  alone.  Such 
measures  as  have  been  urged  by  them  in  this  State  for  legislative  en- 
actment have  been  so  devised  as  if  securetl  to  give  them  practical 
possession  of  the  field,  which  from  past  experience  we  feel  would 
not  be  followed  by  justice  to  our  school.  Let  us  for  a  few  moments 
review  allopathic  legislation  as  pertaining  to  homoeopathy,  so  that 
we  may  reach  a  just  estimate  of  the  importance  of  united  effort  in 
maintaining  the  rights  granted  as  by  the  State. 

In  1796  Hahnemann  gave  to  the  world  the  first  intimation  of  his 
views  of  the  law  of  cure.  Bitter  opposition  and  denunciation  was 
his  reward,  persecution  the  early  outgrowth.  In  fact,  **  the  hostility 
of  the  apothecaries  and  physicians  of  Konigslutter  drove  him  from 
that  town  in  1799,  at  which  time  a  law  was  enacted  making  it  a 
punishable  offense  for  the  physician  to  dispense  his  own  medicines." 
Dudgeon  in  his  lectures  on  homoeopathy  says,  in  reference  to  this 
period  :  "  Already  the  hostility  of  his  colleagues  began  to  display 
itself.  Hahnemann  who  had  now  abandoned  the  complicated  medi- 
cation of  ordinary  practice  and  who  had  exposed,  though  gently,  the 
absurdity  of  giving  complex  mixtures  of  medicines,  forbore  to  write 
prescriptions  and  himself  gave  the  medicines,  which  he  now  invaria- 
bly administered  singly  and  alone.  The  physicians  of  Konigslutter, 
jealous  of  the  rising  fame  of  the  innovator,  incited  the  apothecaries 
to  bring  an  action  against  him  for  interfering  with  their  privileges 
by  dispensing  his  own  medicines.  It  was  in  vain  Hahnemann  ap- 
pealed to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  regulating  the  a[)othecaries' 
business,  and  argued  that  their  privileges  only  extended  to  the  com- 
pounding of  medicines,  but  that  every  man  and,  therefore,  still  more 
every  medical  man  had  the  right  to  give  or  sell  uncomjwunded 
drugs,  which  were  the  only  things  he  employed  and  which  he  ad- 
ministered, moreover,  gratuitously.  All  in  vain.  The  apothecaries 
and  their  allies,  his  jealous  brethren,  w*ere  too  powerful  for  him,  and, 
contrary  to  law,  justice  and  common  sense,  Hahnemann,  who  had 
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shown  himself  master  of  the  apothecaries'  art  by  his  learned  and 
Ul)orioi]s  pharniaoeutical  lexicon,  was  prohibited  from  dispensing  his 
own  simple  medicines."  Similar  proceedings  were  re-enacted  at 
Ijeipzig  in  1821,  in  conseqiience  of  which  he  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his  practice  and  retire  to  the  little  principality  of  Anhalt  Coethen, 
where  he  renuiined  un<ler  the  patronage  of  the  reigning  prince  until 
the  year  1835,  when  he  reraove<l  to  Paris. 

What  more  direct  blow  against  homoeopathy  could  have  been  de- 
livered than  that  by  which  the  physician  was  forbidden  to  dispense 
his  own  medicines,  and  the  patients  compelled  to  procure  the  drugs 
from  the  worst  enemies  to  the  system  under  which  the  drugs  were 
prescribed. 

Their  6ch(X)ls  in  Europe  have,  in  some  instances,  refused  gradua- 
ti(m  to  those  of  pnmounced  homoeopathic  faith.  The  Massachusetts 
State  Medical  Society  expelled  a  number  of.  its  meml>er8  in  1873, 
because  of  their  connection  with  the  homoeopathic  school. 

By  resolution  the  American  Medical  Association  declared  against 
any  of  its  members  aiding  or  abetting  students  who  proposed  to 
practice  homoeopathy.  They  also  passed  resolutions  looking  to  the 
establishment  of  State  Boards  of  Medical  Examiners,  ignoring  in 
this  also  physicians  of  other  schools.  The  most  which  they  have 
conceded  has  been  a  powerless  minority  (2  in  a  board  of  7 — 5  a  quo- 
rum)— (2, 1  h.  and  1  eel.,  in  a  board  of  9) — (3  in  a  board  of  9) — while 
they  have  nystematically  opposed  the  creation  of  separate  boards- 
If  they  are  really  in  earnest  in  their  frequently  expressed  desire  to 
protect  the  people  through  an  elevation  of  the  standard  of  me^Iical 
education,  let  them  give  evidence  of  the  same  by  a  willingness  to 
strike  deeper,  so  that  the  very  root  of  the  evil  may  be  reached.  The 
law  should  l)eso  framed  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  an  incompetent 
student  to  pass  the  final  examination.  Not  only  this,  but  by  a 
compulsory  preliminary  examination  such  as  fail  in  educational 
requirements  might  be  prevented  from  gaining  entrance  to  the  col- 
leges. Guarding  the  entrance  door  faithfully  would  tend  greatly  to 
the  extinction  of  the  whole  evil.  All  this  might  readily  be  attained 
through  the  work  of  a  competent  board  of  medical  education,  such 
a  boanl  to  l)ecompased  of  an  equal  number  of  qualified  representatives 
from  each  scIkhjI,  Members  of  such  a  board  should  possess  a 
knowledge  of  the  educational  needs  of  our  colleges,  from  the  literary 
as  well  as  from  the  medical  standpoint.  Such  a  supervision  would 
prove  a  wholesome  check  upon  the  aspirants  to  professional  honors 
as  well  as  assist  the  college  authorities  in  maintaining  a  high  standard 
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for  entrance.  By  defining  the  minimum  limit  for  graduation  they 
might  secure  the  desired  result  before  a  diploma  was  granted.  This 
method  would  also  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  unjust  discrimina- 
tion, either  through  jealousy  or  enmity.  All  colleges  would  then  be 
subjected  to  like  requirements  and  like  inspection.  This  idea  was 
suggested  to  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  during  the 
last  efforts  made  by  the  allopaths  to  have  a  medical  examiner's  bill 
passed,  and  was  looked  upon  by  them  as  being  far  in  advance  of  the 
methods  proposed  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill  then  before  the  House. 
In  order  to  protect  the  citizens  of  one  State  against  the  incoming 
of  incompetent  doctors  from  other  States  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  examination  of  graduates  of  institutions  not  subject  to  similar 
laws.  Graduates  from  institutions  governed  by  similar  State  laws 
should  be  received  without  further  examination. 

In  all  events  the  teaching  faculties  of  our  colleges  are  the  proper 
bodies  to  conduct  all  such  final  examinations.  To  deny  this  is  to 
argue  that  our  institutions  are  conducted  by  men  who  are  either  in- 
competent or  untrustworthy,  both  of  which  insinuations  are  false. 

Under  all  circumstances  our  attention  should  not  be  diverted  from 
the  essential  points  in  this  whole  controversy,  i.€.,  first,  the  elevation 
of  the  standard  of  medical  education^  and  secondly,  the  protection  of 
the  laity  against  the  imposture  of  incompetent  doctors. 

We  neither  require  nor  do  we  wish  any  trades-union  protection 
for  ourselves.  The  allopathic  school  is  organizing  all  over  the 
country,  and  will  make  strenuous  efforts  to  secure  the  wonted  power. 
The  editor  of  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association  claims 
that  more  than  70,000  practitioners  hold  more  or  less  closely  to  an 
allegiance  with  the  American  Medical  Association — a  power  not  to 
be  despised. 

Fellow-members:  During  the  past  year,  with  all  its  progress  to 
encourage  us,  we  have  not  been  without  our  dark  hours  of  sorrow. 
Death  entered  once  more,  and  again  has  it  selected  one  of  our 
brightest,  and  noblest,  and  best.  One  who,  still  in  the  early  period 
of  mature  experience,  gave  promise  of  many  years  for  useful  labor 
in  his  chosen  field.  Following  what  to  him  was  duty's  call,  he  laid 
down  his  life  a  sacrifice  for  the  people.  Words  offer  but  a  paltry 
meed  of  praise  for  such  an  one. 

The  younger  members  of  our  profession  may  find  in  a  life  like  his 
an  example  which  it  should  be  their  ambition  to  emulate. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  urge  upon  our  members,  both  young  and 
old,  the  necessity  for  more  regular' attendance  upon  the  meetings  of 
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the  society.  The  encouragement  of  their  presence  will  do  more  to 
inspire  our  Bureaus  than  aught  else  could.  Let  each  member  feel 
that  it  is  his  duty  to  come — ^that  his  place  shall  be  filled.  Each  has 
a  right  to  stay  away  from  our  meetings  when  other  duty  calls,  but 
each  has  a  duty  to  be  here  when  jiossible.  Again  thanking  you  for 
the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  I  must  beg  your  lenient  con- 
sideration in  my  efforts  to  preside  over  your  deliberations. 


SUPRAPUBIC  DRAINAGE  OF  THE  BLADDER, 

BY  WILLIAM  B.    VAN  LENNEP,   A.M.,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHLA- 

(Read  before  the  PhiJadelphla  County  Medical  Society,  June  12th,  1890.) 

In  connection  with  the  two  papers  on  suprapubic  lithotomy  pre- 
sentefl  to-night,  I  have  thought  it  might  not  be  out  of  place  to  direct 
attention  to  epicystotomy  as  a  means  of  more  or  less  permanently 
draining  the  bladder.  I  do  this  esfieciHlIy  with  the  hope  that  this 
method  of  diverting  the  flow  of  urine  from  its  ordinary  channel, 
may  be  borne  in  mind  in  the  treatment  of  that  large  class  of  cases, 
particularly  old  men,  whose  entrance  upon  so  called  "catheter  life" 
is  but  too  often  the  beginning  of  a  very  near  end. 

My  personal  experience  with  this  operation  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  an  artificial  urethra  is  limited  to  two  cases,  one  of  which 
is  of  too  recent  date  to  be  of  value.  The  history  of  the  other  is 
briefly  as  follows : 

Mr.  T.  E.  W.,  age  55  years,  was  sent  me  early  last  summer  by  Dr. 
Rembaugh.  His  symptoms  then  were  those  of  an  aggravated  cysti- 
tis, with  an  abundance  of  pus,  quite  profuse  hemorrhages,  frequent 
urination  (every  fifteen  minutes,  day  and  night),  dysuria  and  cystic 
pain.  The  prostate  was  enlarged,  a  projecting  middle  lobe  being 
also  made  out,  as  well  as  the  trabecul©  of  an  eccentric  hypertrophy 
of  the  vesical  wall.  No  stone  or  tumor  could  be  felt.  The  cysto- 
scope  showed  intense  congestion  of  the  mucous  membrane.  Careful 
and  persistent  washing,  appropriate  medication  and  the  use  of  the 
catheter  did  no  good,  the  latter  causing  such  pain  and  irritation  that 
it  could  not  have  been  available  much  longer.  The  expression  was 
anxious  and  pinched  and  the  man  plainly  failing  from  week  to  week. 
Suprapubic  exploration  and  possible  permanent  fistula  was  suggested 
and  eagerly  accepted. 

The  operation  was  performed  at  the  Hahnemann  Hospital,  August 
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27,  1889,  with  the  usual  precautions.  The  technique  will  be 
referred  to  later  on.  The  mucous  membrane  wan  found  to  be  soft 
and  mushy  and  bled  easily ;  the  lateral  prostatic  lobes  were  uniformly 
and  considerably  enlarged  and  the  middle  lobe  formed  a  distinct 
projection ;  the  soft  catheter  passed  around  this  while  the  staff  pushed 
it  l^ck.  It  was  readily  removed  with  rongeur  forceps  ;  the  hfiBmor- 
rhage  was  moderate.  A  T-shaped  tube  served  for  drainage,  around 
which  the  tissues  were  closely  united  by  catgut.  The  after-treat- 
ment consisted  of  irrigation  by  the  urethra  three  times  daily.  On 
the  second  day  there  was  a  chill  and  rise  of  temperature;  the  tube 
was  removed,  irrigation  practiced  hourly  and  the  wound  partially 
opened  later  on.     After  this  recovery  was  uninterrupted. 

The  urine  gradually  cleared  up  and  has  remained  normal  ever 
since ;  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  hsBmaturia ;  urination 
became  less  and  less  frequent  and  entirely  free  from  pain  until  now 
he  passes  water  every  two  or  three  hours  during  the  day  and  less 
frequently  at  night.  He  wore  a  catheter  and  canula  until  December, 
since  which  time  he  has  drawn  his  urine  through  the  fistula  when 
the  bladder  feels  distended.  The  fistula  never  leaks  nor  can  he  force 
any  urine  out  of  it.  He  occasionally  urinates  through  the  urethra,  at 
night  when  he  is  too  sleepy  to  use  the  catheter,  or  when  the  bladder  gets 
very  full  and  he  feels  the  sudden  and  irresistible  urging  so  character- 
istic in  prostatic  enlargements.  He  cannot  however  completely  empty 
the  viscus  on  account  of  the  bilateral  hypertrophy  of  the  prostate, 
and  will  not,  consequently,  listen  to  any  attempt  at  closing  the 
fistula.  On  one  occasion,  when  this  was  plugged  experimentally  for 
several  days,  the  residual  urine  set  up  a  cystitis  with  a  recurrence  of 
his  old  pain.  Strange  to  say  the  sexual  function  has  been  revived 
and  renewed.  He  has  resumed  his  work  which  he  had  been  obliged 
to  give  up.  Within  a  few  weeks  a  hernia  appears  to  be  developing 
in  the  cicatrix  above  the  fistula. 

This  case  is  an  example  of  a  method  of  treatment  first  systematically 
advocated,  so  far  as  I  know,  by  Hunter  McGuire.  In  the  TransaO" 
tiona  of  the  American  Surgical  Association  (Vol.  VI.,  1888)  he 
reports  his  first  case  and  supplements  this  with  several  more  in  the 
Medical  News  (May  17th,  1890). 

The  operation  presents  undoubted  advantages  over  the  other 
methods  in  vogue. 

Perineal  section,  digital  exploration  and  drainage  by  a  tube  has 
been  earnestly  advocated  and  extensively  practiced  by  Sir  Henry 
Thompson,  but  even  he  seems,  more  recently,  to  be  gravitating 
towards  the  suprapubic  route.  In  my  experience,  and  I  think  that 
I  voice  that  of  a  goodly  numl)er  of  surgeons,  if  not  the  majority, 
the  perineal  tube  is  excessively  painful,- cannot  be  worn  long  and, 
when   removed,  the  drainage  ceases.     Digital  exploration  of  the 
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bladder  is  possible  if  the  perineum  be  not  very  deep,  bat  cannot  be 
aided  by  ins()ection.  Operative  procedures  for  tumor,  prostatic 
enlargements,  or  the  removal  of  unexpected  calculi  must  necessarily 
be  more  or  less  hampered  by  the  lack  of  working  space,  and  parts 
are  stretched  and  roughly  handled,  a  tearing  of  which  may  lead  to 
disastrous  results.  To  my  mind  these  drawbacks  more  than  counter- 
balance the  dependent  drainage,  and  this  too  is  often  not  dependent, 
if,  for  example,  a  prostatic  hypertrophy  be  present. 

On  the  other  hand  the  suprapubic  route  is  the  one  to  fall  back  on 
when  all  others  fail  and  seems  to-day  to  be  fast  making  a  record 
which  will  permit  of  its  being  called  the  point  of  election.  By  it 
anything  removable  can  be  removed,  digital  exploration  is  as  thor- 
ough and  as  easy  as  possible,  and  inspection  can  be  made  of  every 
corner  with  the  aid  of  an  electric  lamp  or  head  mirror  aud  Trendel- 
enburg's cystic  or  pelvic  Sim*s  position.  Drainage  furthermore  is 
coniiniums  and  compleUy  with  or  without  a  tube,  and  without  the 
necessity  of  the  prone  position.  I  have  never  met  with  a  suprapubic 
fistula  that  refused  to  heal ;  in  fact  the  trouble  has  been  to  keep  the 
opening  patulous  long  enough.  This  was  so  in  the  case  just  re- 
ported. Even  should  such  a  fistula  persist  it  cannot,  to  ray  miud, 
be  more  annoying  and  obstinate  than  those  I  have  met  with  in  the 
perineum.  It  cannot,  furthermore,  interfere  with  the  sexual  func- 
tion, as  does  at  times  the  perineal  section.  McGuire  and  others 
who  have  practiced  his  method  have  found  that  the  urine  can  be 
thrown  several  feet  from  an  artificial  suprapubic  urethra.  In  my 
own  case,  while  the  fistula  does  not  accomplish  this,  "  catheter  life  " 
is  carried  on  without  irritating  the  sensitive  deep  urethra  and 
without  the  consequent  dangers  and  complications  so  familiar  to 
every  one.  In  point  of  fact,  it  had  been  found  in  this  case  that  the 
continuous  use  of  the  catheter  would  be  impossible:  One  disadvantage 
I  must  record,  and  this  especially  as  it  is  an  unusual  sequela,  the 
development  of  the  hernia  in  the  cicatrix  above  the  fistula.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  had  I  been  able  to  leave  the  wound  closely  sutured 
layer  by  layer  around  the  tube  this  might  have  been  avoided.  It 
can  be  readily  controlled  by  a  truss. 

As  to  the  other  methods,  rectal  puncture,  to  say  the  least,  can 
never  be  of  service  for  any  length  of  time.  For  temporary  relief  it 
has  long  been  superseded  by  suprapubic  aspiration  which  can  be 
repeated  indefinitely.  Harrison's  perineo-prostatic  puncture  does  not 
seem  to  have  met  with  favor,  and,  while  it  drains  for  a  length  of 
time,  it  allows  of  no  exploration. 
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Suprapubic  permanent  puncture,  as  recomtnended  and  practiced 
by  Dittel.  has  some  advocates,  but  I  must  confess  to  a  strong  preju- 
dice against  it.  It  has  drainage  and  the  point  of  election  in  its 
favor,  but  urinary  infiltration  certainly  takes  place  alongside  the 
cannia  at  times  and  there  is  no  wound  to  open  and  give  free  vent. 
I  saw  several  deaths  in  succession  in  Dittel'^  wards,  and  met  with  a 
similar  result  in  the  one  case  in  which  I  have  tried  it.  The  patient 
was  an  old  man  with  enormously  distended  bladder,  tight  stricture, 
and  very  large  prostate.  The  puncture  and  alow  evacuation  gave 
temporary  relief,  but  infiltration  followed.  In  urgent  cases  I  have 
usually  aspirated  when  no  instrument  could  be  coaxed  into  the  blad- 
der, and,  in  a  similar  case,  would  practice  this  and  follow  it  by 
epicystotomy  and  an  artificial  urethra.  Or  l)etter,  an  incision  is 
made  down  to  the  bladder  under  cocaine  ancesthesia,  the  urine  slowly 
drawn  off  with  the  aspirator  and  the  opening  made  at  once  or  later 
on,  as  is  deemed  advisable.  In  this  way  urinary  infiltration  would 
be  out  of  the  question. 

The  removal  of  portions  of  the  prostate  has  hitherto  been  very 
fatal  in  its  results.  McGill,  of  Leeds,  in  a  recent  article,  has  made 
an  earnest  plea  for  the  procedure  and  recorded  very  satisfactory 
results  from  his  own  practice  and  that  of  his  colleagues.  I  have  on 
three  occasions  twisted  or  cut  off  a  prominent  middle  lobe  without 
much  hsemorrhage  and  without  after  complications.  I  should 
hesitate,  however,  to  practice  removal  of  lateral  lol)es  unless  they 
presented  a  distinct,  projecting,  or  more  or  less  pedunculated  tumor. 
In  the  three  cases  mentioned  the  lateral  lobes  were  uniformly  and 
considerably  enlarged  and  while  the  removal  of  the  prominent 
middle  lobe  did  away  with  the  major  symptoms,  in  one  instance  per- 
mitting an  uninterrupted  flow  of  urine,  and  in  the  other  rendering 
voluntary  urination  possible  for  the  first  time  in  many  years, 
residual  urine  still  remained  and  the  annoyance  caused  thereby 
continued  in  a  modified  degree. 

As  to  the  technique,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  refer  to  a  few 
points,  as  I  have  used  much  the  same  method  in  all  my  epicystoto- 
mies. 

(1)  Position. — The  buttocks  are  raised  by  a  firm  pillow,  the  head 
of  the  table  is  lowered,  and,  for  inspection,  this  is  exaggerated  by  an 
assistant,  who  raises  the  pelvis  with  the  limbs  over  his  shoulders,  or 
in  a  child,  by  inverting  the  body.  These  precautious  cause  the  ab- 
dominal contents  to  gravitate  toward  the  diaphragm  and  tend  to 
keep  the  peritoneal  fold  out  of  harm's  way ;  further  elevation,  after 
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the  bladder  is  opened,  causes  its  distention  with  air,  like  the  vagina 
in  the  well  known  Sim's  position.  If  available  Trencielenbnrg's 
table  will  be  useful.  I  might  add  here  that  I  have  used  this  position, 
AS  suggested  by  Trendelenburg  {Sammlung  Klinvtcher  Vortrdge,  No. 
355),  in  abdominal  sections  for  pelvic  troubles  with  much  satisfaction. 
In  one  instance  I  was  able  at  once  to  detect  and  arrest  a  severe 
hsemorrhflge  deep  in  the  pelvis;  previously  I  had  been  obliged  to 
lose  time  and  run  risks  by  evisceration.  (2)  Distension  of  the  Blad- 
der and  Petersen's  Bag. — I  have  always  used  the  former,  after 
thoroughly  washing,  carefully  injecting  from  six  to  ten  ounces. 
Extreme  care  is  necessary  in  cases  of  contracted  or  much  diseased 
bladders.  Petersen's  bag  has  been  much  extolled  and  used.  A.  R 
Strong  {Annals  of  Surgery ^  January,  1888)  has  shown  by  experi- 
ments on  the  cadaver  that  it  has  more  to  do  with  raising  the  bladder, 
and  particularly  the  peritoneal  fold,  than  the  intravesical  injection. 
Braun's  Colpeurynter  or  Barnes's  Dilators  make  very  good  substitutes 
for  the  Petersen  bag.  Its  careless  use  has  resulted  in  serious  acci- 
dents on  some  occasions,  so  that  I  have  come  to  depend  upon  it  less 
and  less.  In  children  in  whom  we  would  expect  a  a  low  dip  of  the 
peritoneum  I  always  use  it,  but  in  adults  it  seems  to  be  of  minor  im- 
portance. I  have  never  wounded  the  peritoneum,  nor  should  I  par- 
ticularly dread  doing  so.  If  the  pelvis  is  well  raised,  the  head  and 
shoulders  depressed,  and  the  steps  to  be  described  are  followed,  there 
seems  to  be  little  danger  of  such  an  accident.  (3)  Incision. — This  is 
best  made  in  the  linea  alba,  just  as  in  a  median  laparotomy,  about  three 
inches  in  length  and  down  on  to  the  pubic  symphysis ;  it  may  advan- 
tageously be  supplemented  by  transverse  separation  of  the  muscles 
from  the  bone  in  powerful  subjects,  in  incomplete  anaesthesia,  or  if 
much  room  is  desired.  The  prsevesical  fat  is  then  to  be  rolled  up  with 
the  finger,  aided  by  a  few  touches  of  the  scalpel,  to  avoid  laceration,  and 
with  it  the  peritoneal  pocket,  until  the  bladder-wall  proper  is  reached. 
In  finding  the  latter  the  operator  is  much  aided  by  (4)  The  Staffs  with 
or  without  a  groove  on  its  upper  aspect,  and  hollow  or  solid,  over  the 
beak  of  which  the  tissues  can  be  rolled  until  it  is  certain  that  nothing 
intervenes  but  the  vesical  wall.  In  fact,  when  this  is  reached,  the 
tip  of  the  instrument  can  be  distinctly  seen.  (5)  Opening  the  Blad- 
der.— This  should  be  preceded  by  passing  a  loop  of  silk  at  the  top  of 
the  proposed  incision  to  steady  the  wall.  A  tenaculum  is  apt  to  slip 
off,  and  I  have  found  this  loop  a  handy  guide  in  re-entering  the 
cavity,  introducing  instruments,  etc.  The  incision  can  then  be  made 
on  the  point  of  the  staff  and  along  its  groove.     One  word  of  caution 
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may  not  be  out  of  place  here.  The  assistant  should  hold  the  staff 
absoluteltf  still.  It  happened  to  me  a  short  time  since  that,  afler  cut- 
ting down  on  the  point  of  the  instrument  its  beak  turned  and  I  lost 
the  small  opening.  As  a  result  the  bladder  was  punctured  twice. 
The  finger  should  at  once  follow  the  knife  and  explore  the  distended 
viscns.  I  have  found  that  an  empty  bladder  will  contract  quite 
forcibly  on  the  finger,  and  cannot  of  necessity  be  as  thoroughly 
explored  as  one  that  is  partly  filled.  Manipulations  and  inspection 
can  be  materially  aided  by  grasping  the  edges  of  the  vesical  wound 
with  artery  clips  or  T-forceps,  and  drawing  them  out  and  apart. 
(6)  Qosure,  drainage  and  after'treatment. — It  has  been  my  custom 
to  drain  the  bladder  with  the  T-shaped  tube  for  from  a  few  hours 
to  three  or  four  days  according  to  the  annoyance  it  may  cause. 
The  inlying  catheter  is  unnecessary  as  the  organ  empties  itself 
completely  through  the  wound.  This  is  closed  around  the  tube 
layer  by  layer,  more  and  more  loosely,  forming  a  funnel  into  which 
iodoform  gauze  is  lightly  packed.  A  rise  of  temperature  calls  for 
removal  of  the  tube,  frequent  irrigation  through  the  urethra,  and, 
if  necessary,  removal  of  the  stitches.  If  no  amelioration  follow  I 
have,  in  one  instance,  kept  a  stream  of  berated  water  running  con- 
tinuously for  twenty-four  hours  through  a  catheter  in  the  urethra, 
into  the  bladder  and  out  of  the  hypogastric  wound.  This. washed 
out  every  drop  of  urine  as  it  came  down  from  the  ureters  and  had 
the  desired  effect. 

Of  course  in  young  subjects  or  healthy  bladder.-walls  that  have 
not  been  roughly  handled,  if  drainage  is  not  desired,  immediate  or 
secondary  suture  is  indicated. 

There  is  one  result  of  epicystotomy  on  which  I  do  not  think  sufiB- 
cient  stress  has  been  held — its  influence  on  hsematuria.  I  have  met 
with  two  cases  in  my  own  practice  and  have  seen  a  number  in  other 
hands,  where  a  persistent  heematuria  was  so  associated  with  cystic 
symptoms  as  to  call  for  an  exploratory  epicystotomy,  at  least  as  a 
preliminary  step.  Nothing  was  found  beyond  a  possible  varicosis 
of  the  bladder  but  the  bleeding  invariably  stopped  and  this  whether 
or  not  drainage  was*  employed.  This  seems  to  be  somewhat  analo- 
gous to  the  benefit  following  abdominal  section  for  growths  that 
cannot  be  removed. 

In  conclusion  I  would  heartily  endorse  epicystotomy:  (1)  In  ex- 
ploration, as  giving  the  easiest  access  and  the  best  means  of  subse- 
quent operative  work  if  needed.  (2)  For  drainage,  temporary, 
where  it  compares  favorably  with  the  perineal  section,  or  to  form 
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the  best  possible  artificial  urethra.  (3)  As  the  method  par  exoellenoe 
for  the  removal  of  growths,  prostatic  or  neoplasms,  and  sBthecudUng 
operation  for  stone,  if  not  the  operation  for  stone  in  the  hands  of  the 
average  surgeon,  one  who  is  not  trained  in  urethral  and  vesical 
manipulations. 


NOTES  ON  ORIFICIAL  SURGERY. 

BY  C.  H.  GOODMAN,  M.D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

It  is  only  by  after  observation  of  cases  operated  on  orificially  that 
one  can  fully  comprehend  the  results  and  wide-reaching  effects  of 
this  system  of  treatment  in  the  most  inveterate  maladies.  One  has 
but  to  visit  the  new  Lincoln  Park  Sanitarium  recently  opened  in 
Chicago  to  find  every  facility  afforded  for  seeing  operative  and  post- 
operative measures,  as  well  as  to  learn  the  range  of  diseases  belong- 
ing to  this  class  of  work.  The  institution  is  worthy  of  its  cause, 
lacking  nothing  in  the  way  of  location  or  appointments  to  con- 
tribute to  the  rapid  recovery  of  its  inmates.  A  recent  visit  affords 
a  few  items  which  may  be  of  service  to  those  interested  in  orificial 
work.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Prof.  Pratt  no  longer  favors  wet  ap- 
plications in  the  after-treatment  of  rectal  operations — dry  ones  being 
preferred.  This  is  a  departure  from  the  rule  given  in  his  clinics 
and  class  teaching  in  the  past.  That  in  all  reflex  disorders  of  the 
sexual  system,  due  to  rectal  irritation,  subcutaneous  section  of  the 
rectal  sphincter  is  to  be  made.  That  subsequent  trimming  afler  the 
Pratt  operation  and  nicking  or  division  at  intervals  of  the  cicatrix 
and  a  sound  dilatation  is  an  important  measure  not  to  be  overlooked 
in  after-treatment.  That  enemata  of  milk,  wi  h  or  without  pepsin 
make  an  excellent  douche  for  intestinal  flushing  on  account  of  the 
bland  and  nutrient  qualities  of  the  fluid.  That  a  case  of  anasarca 
with  mitral  insuiiiciency,  unable  to  lie  down  in  bed,  once  tapped, 
with  a  face  the  picture  of  despair,  showed  marked  signs  of  relief  in 
respiration  and  diminution  of  the  deposit  in  the  limbs,  in  two  days 
after  dilatation  of  the  uterine  cervix  with  sounds,  a  previous  lacera- 
tion having  been  operated  on  by  another  attendant  without  complete 
removal  of  the  cicatricial  plug.  It  is  expected  that  following  this 
more  thorough  operation  a  rapid  recovery  will  ensue.  That  a  case 
of  so-called  leucocythemia  which  had  been  in  the  hands  of  several 
eminent  allopaths  and  as  variously  diagnosed,  with  atonic  discharges 
profuse  and  offensive  to  an  extreme  degree  and  with  most  profound 
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anaemia,  was  rapidly  regaining  health  after  the  Pratt  operation,  with 
visible  signs  of  color  in  a  skin  as  white  as  a  sheet.  That  orifioial 
surgery  relieved  a  hsemorrhagic  condition  of  the  gums  which  had 
existed  a  long  time  and  was  so  profuse  as  to  fill  the  mouth  with 
blood  several  times  a  day,  and  with  this  disappearance  came  a 
decided  improvement  in  hearing,  which  had  been  much  impaired. 
Dr.  Hubbard,  of  Marion,  Iowa,  reported  at  the  sanitarium  a  new 
haemostatic  dressing  in  the  ordinary  white  silk  handkerchief  in  daily 
use.  In  an  operation  for  hypospadias  at  this  place,  the  efficacy  of 
the  dressing  and  its  hsemostatic  qualities  were  most  forcibly  demon- 
strated. On  account  of  the  haemorrhage,  the  previous  operative 
measures  had  not  been  entirely  successful,  stitches  having  to  be 
removed  to  check  the  loss  of  blood  and  thus  not  securing  perfect 
coaptation  of  the  parts.  The  same  condition  recurring  again,  an 
application  by  simple  pressure  of  a  white  silk  handkerchief  to  the 
cut  surface  rapidly  and  permanently  checked  the  haemorrhage.  Sub- 
sequently, as  a  dressing,  a  bandage  of  the  same  material  was  applied, 
about  three  inches  iu  width^  the  outer  edge  being  turned  in  to  avoid 
loose  threads  about  the  cut  surface,  and  then  secured  by  a  silk 
thread.  Dr.  Hubbard  claims,  in  his  experience,  it  is  far  superior  to 
any  dre&sing  he  has  ever  used.  It  possesses  three  most  desirable 
qualities :  that  it  absorbs  water  as  readily  as  a  sponge  and  can  be 
removed  almost  painlessly  from  a  wound,  and  it  can  remain  longer 
as  a  dressing  and  does  not  grow  hard  like  the  ordinary  bandages  in 
use,  and  is  light  and  cool.  The  suggestion  is  original  and  novel, 
and  in  this  case  certainly  gave  evidence  of  its  value. 


THE  ALLOPATHIC  STATE  CONFERENCE  AND  HOMCEOPATHY. 

BT  C.  NEIDHARP,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 

During  the  Allopathic  State  Conference,  Professor  John  H.  Pack- 
ard read  a  paper  on  the  proposed  bill  creating  a  State  Board  of  Ex-' 
aminers.     He  said  he  did  not  endorse  the  proposed  law,  because  it, 
would  create  a  board  of  six  regular  physicians  and  three  homoeopaths 
to  license  practitioners. 

Hence,  under  that  arrangement,  the  laity  would  take  it  as  granted 
that  homoeopathy,  eclecticism,  Thompsonianism  and  other  pathies 
are  safe. 
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In  order  to  confuse  the  mind  of  the  laity,  he  mentions  eclecticism, 
Thompson ian ism  and  other  patbies  in  conjunction  with  homoeopathy, 
although  he  must  know  that  some  of  the  most  distinguished  old- 
school  physicians  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  homoeopathic  law,  at 
least  in  some  cases. 

Dr.  Dudgeon,  of  London,  has  shown  by  liberal  quotation  from  the 
work  of  the  Medical  Examiner  of  Materia  Medica,  of  Ijondon  Uni- 
versity, that  he  uses  the  same  indications  of  remedies  in  numberless 
cases,  although  he  does  not  credit  it  to  the  source  from  w^hich  he 
derived  his  knowledge.* 

The  idea  becomes  clearer  and  clearer,  even  to  the  most  benighted 
individuals  of  the  ancient  system,  that  true  and  lasting  cures  can  only 
be  performed  by  remedies  acting  on  the  homoeopathic  principle. 

There  is  also  a  work  by  Dr.  Bartholow  where  the  same  dishonest 
method  is  pursued.  He  gives  the  homoeopathic  indications  of  his 
remedies  on  one  page  and  on  the  next  he  calls  them  quacks.  Can 
this  dishonest  mode  of  examination  be  any  longer  tolerated?  We 
trust  not.  After  all,  without  a  thorough  study  of  the  homoeopathic 
materia  medica  the  regular  physician,  as  he  calls  himself,  will  only 
be  a  bungler.  Professor  Horatio  Wood  is  also  opposed  to  the  bill 
for  creating  a  State  Board  of  Examiners,  saying:  **  Our  diploma 
does  not  prevent  John  Smith  being  a  homoeopath,  scoundrel  or  other 
unseemly  thing."  What  that  is,  no  one  knows.  Another  physician 
had  the  impudence  to  say,  that  if  a  homoeopathic  physician  knew  more 
about  anatomy,  physiology,  surgery  and  the  other  brancliesof  medicine, 
he  would  not  be  a  homoeopath,  although  i)erfectly  aware  that  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  studies  in  homoeopathic  colleges  is  exactly  the  same  as 
in  the  old-school  colleges  and  universities. 

This  contemptible  way  of  treating  homoeopathic  practitioners  is 
carried  on  with  the  object  of  making  innocent  laymen  believe  that 
they  care  Vi^ry  little  about  this  homoeopathy,  although  they  are  not 
able  to  conceal  their  rage  about  its  constant  progress.  They  know 
from  statistiral  tables  of  homoeopathic  hospitals  that  the  mortality 
there  is  only  one-half  or  one-third  of  what  it  is  in  the  other  hospitals ; 
they  also  know  very  well  that  the  practitioners  of  the  new  school  are 
as  well  educated  as  those  of  the  old  school,  and  its  advocates  are  among 
the  most  intelligent  and  independent  thinkers  of  the  community. 

Let  these  owls  alone,  and  they  will  shrink  back  into  the  darkness  of 
their  holes. 


"At  last  the  Royal  College  of  Phvbicians  cod  verted  to  homoeopathy." 
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EXAMPLES  OF  HOMEOPATHIC  CURES. 

BT  MILLIE  J.   CHAPMAN,  M.D.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 
(Read  before  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.) 

Last  year  you  Hstened  to  able  papers  upon  Preventive  Meas'ires 
and  Medicine,  To-day  I  present  cases  which  were  not  fortunate 
enough  to  receive  the  care  outlined  in  those  papers,  and  disease 
cUimed  them  as  victims.  Through  good  nursing  and  the  influence 
of  homoeopathic  medicines  they  were  restored  to  normal  health. 

Case  1. — John ,  aged  six  years.     Child  of  feeble  mind«;*his 

father  highly  intemperate;  his  mother  an  intelligent,  industrious 
woman  died  of  phthisis  while  the  child  was  I'nder  my  care.  Two 
older  children,  who  were  in  fair  health  and  of  average  mental 
strength,  were  meeting  the  struggle  common  to  children  of  such 
families.  In  January,  1889,  I  was  summoned  to  attend  John.  He 
had  from  one  to  six  epileptic  convulsions  in  twenty-four  hours,  oc- 
curring mostly  at  night,  altlTough  sometimes  they  came  in  daylight. 
During  the  interval  between  attacks  he  was  in  the  condition  of  one 
with  well -developed  chorea.  Movements  so  violent  that  to  prevent 
injury  to  himself  the  sides  of  his  crib  were  padded,  his  hands  band- 
aged, and  often  it  was  necessary  to  fasten  a  sheet  over  the  top  of  his 
deep  bed  to  keep  him  within.  Action  of  his  bowels  and  bladder 
was  involuntary.  To  feed  an  acrobat  while  displaying  his  skill 
would  have  been  ease  compared  to  giving  John  a  meal.  The  moans, 
growls  and  piercing  shrieks  he  uttered  at  times  made  him  an  unde- 
sirable inmate  of  any  hou.«e.  After  many  wanderings,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  children's  ward  of  the  Pittsburgh  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital. His  diet  for  some  time  was  milk,  Mellin's  food  or  oatmeal 
gr'iel.  Baths  were  necessarily  given,  daily  at  first.  Remedies  were 
varied,  and  with  apparently  no  effect  until  bufo  ran.  30x  was  given, 
every  four  hours  for  a  time ;  later,  only  night  and  morning  as  im- 
provement set  in.  At  the  end  of  six  months  he  could  feed  himself; 
say  many  words  of  one  syllable  ;  sit,  stand  and  walk  like  any  child 
of  his  age;  was  interested  in  the  plays  of  other  children  in  the  ward, 
or  as  they  were  taken  by  the  nurse  for  an  airing.  He  had  no  con- 
vulsions for  three  months.  He  was  then  removed  to  another  home, 
where  he  has  had  a  continuance  of  health,  with  great  awakening  and* 
development  of  mental  faculties. 

The  influence  of  heredity  has  been  well  considered.  In  no  branch 
is  it  more  important  than  the  conditions  which  result  in  urinary  dis- 
turbances. 

Prout  says:  "Children  of  dyspeptic  or  gouty  individuals  inherit 
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a  tendency  to  urinary  affections.  They  are  exceedingly  b'able  to 
crystallized  lithiac  deposits  from  the  urine." 

Budd  and  Murchison  claim  that  brain  toilers  beget  children  who 
retain  the  uric  acid  formation  of  early  childhood  beyond  the  period 
of  puberty,  when  it  ordinarily  ceases.  Fothergill  states  that  brain 
work  not  only  injures  the  viscera  of  the  individual,  but  handicaps 
his  offspring.  Such  workers  predispose  their  children  to  lithiasis. 
What  is  acquired  by  the  father  is  inherited  by  his  progeny.  With 
these  facts  in  view  we  are  prepared  to  understand  that  the  following 
case  should  be  a  sufferer. 

Case  2. — Elmer ,  whose  father  is  a  clergyman  with  a  large 

parish,  and  is  always  overworked;  dyspeptic,  rheumatic,  had  twice 
suffered  removal  of  vesical  calculus.  The  mother  was  of  frail  health, 
but  enduring  and  long-suffering.  She  could  not  nourish  her  child, 
hence  he  was  a  bottle-fed  baby.  He  was  apparently  well  the  first 
week  of  his  life.  About  this  time,  the  red  sand  in  the  diaper  was 
first  observed.  From  this  time,  there  were  evidences  of  urinary  dis- 
turbances. His  clothing  was  often  stained  a  dark  orange;  crying  on 
voiding  urine ;  an  excessive  secretion  or  a  partial  suppression,  with 
the  varied  moods  of  lamentation  or  peaceful  states  which  would 
naturally  attend  these  conditions;  appetite,  feeble;  indigestion  on  the 
slightest  provocation. 

At  the  age  of  one  year,  although  strumous  in  appearance,  he  was 
an  interesting  child.  He  took  cold  easily,  and  after  one  exposure 
had  oedema  about  the  eyes,  both  above  and  below,  with  an  almost 
transparent  skin.  The  scrotum  greatly  enlarged  with  fluid.  For 
months,  with  every  indisposition,  there  was  a  tendency  to  a  return 
of  this  condition.  Twice  he  had  convulsitms  which  were  supposed 
to  be  caused  by  oedema  making  cerebral  pressure.  With  judicious 
nursing  and  the  skill  I've  l)een  able  to  summon  in  the  administra- 
tion of  remedies,  this  patient  is  rapidly  approaching  a  desirable  state 
of  health.  An  important  element  has  been  the  frequent  salt  baths ; 
the  regular  outings  from  which  he  has  become  accustomed  to  outside 
atmosphere  in  either  clouds  or  sunshine;  the  reasonable  clothing 
so  made  that  the  warmth  was  equal  on  trunk  and  limbs.  He  still 
wears  the  ribbed  elastic  woollen  bandage ;  an  essential  for  every 
child  from  birth  through  dentition,  except  where  umbilical  hernia 
requires  a  firmer  pressure.  As  every  attempt  at  eating  meat  or  even 
•  taking  beef-tea  or  broths  is  followed  by  an  abnormal  condition  of  the 
urine,  he  lives  upon  bread  and  milk,  eggs  and  vegetables. 

Apis  mel.,  kali  carb.,  calc.  carb.,  lyco.,  nat.  sulph.  and  ars.  alb. 
have,  at  various  times,  been  serviceable.  While  no  remedy  produced 
a  sudden  cure,  the  action  of  each  was  marked  and  relieved  the  symp- 
toms and  suffering  at  the  time  given.  The  system  has  been  so 
changed  by  these  remedies,  that  now  health  and  its  influences  are 
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realized  where,  otherwise,  the  excess  of  uric  acid  and  lithiac  deposits 
would  have  crippled  youth  and  even  adult  life. 

Case  3. — N.  S.,  aped  five  months,  had  been  a  victim  of  artificial 
food,  and  hence  a  sufferer.  He  was  treated  heroically  for  marasmus, 
until  a  pillar  of  the  dominant  school  was  called,  who  diagnosed  dia- 
betes. In  accordance  with^  writer  in  a  recent  standard  work  on 
diseases  of  children,  he  gave  a  prognosis  of  an  early  fatal  termination. 
At  this,  the  parents  sought  homoeopathic  treatment.  The  prominent 
symptoms  were  emaciation,  pale  face,  eyes  sunken'  and  lustreless, 
difficult  breathing;  abdomen, hard  and  painful  to  touch;  urine, pro- 
fuse and  ammoniacal ;  dry,  cold  skin,  and  he  gave  evidence  of  pain 
and  nausea  after  taking  food. 

The  prescription  was  iodine. 

The  diet,  one  teaspoonful  of  cream  every  two  hours  for  a  week, 
then  milk  in  greater  quantities. 

Improvement  was  noticed  in  twenty-one  hours,  and  at  the  end  of 
twenty-one  days  he  was  a  vigorous  child.  Should  his  present  health 
continue  as  many  years,  he  will  be  able  to  understand  the  law  of 
similars. 

In  fact,  he  may  even  administer  the  same  remedy  to  some  of  his 
early  attendants  for  a  morbid  lymphatic  system  which,  in  its  incipient 
stage,  produced  a  sluggish  brain,  resulting  in  the  cruel  treatment  he 
received. 


A  METHOD  FOR  RECORDING  URINARY  ANALYSES  FOR  CLINICAL 

PURPOSES. 

BY  CLIFFORD  MITCHELL,  M.D.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

In  order  that  urinary  analyses  may  be  of  clinical  value,  much 
depends  on  the  method  in  which  the  record  is  kept.  I  suggest  that 
some  particular  system  of  recording  the  analyses  be  rigidly  adhered 
to  so  that  comparisons  may  be  made  readily,  and  with  comparative 
accuracy.  The  following  is  the  method  which  I  greatly  prefer  to 
all  others.  The  results  may  be  compared  with  normal  by  reference 
to  my  Tables,  a  copy  of  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  gratis  to  any 
one  sending  postage : 

Record  of  Examination  of  Urine. 

Volume  of  uriDe  in  24  honrs, 

what  per  cent,  of  normal, 

Volame  of  day  urine, 
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Volume  of  night  urine, 

Ratio  of  day  urine  to  night  urine, . 

what  per  cent,  of  normal,  ... 

Total  nitrogen, 


J  grammes  per  liter, , 

^^    i  grains  per  fluid  ounce. 


what  percent,  of  normal, 

J  grammes  per  24  hours, , 

^    \  grains  per  24  hours, , 

what  percent,  of  normal, 

^.       ,     .        .-     f  grammes  per  liter, 

Phosphoric  acid,   <        •  a  •  i 

^  '    t  grains  per  fluid  ounce, 

what  per  cent,  of  normal, 

_-       ,     .        . ,     f  grammes  per  24  hours, .. 
Phosphonc  acid,   <  o^  u 

^  '    (  grains  per  24  hours, 

what  per  cent,  of  normal, 


grammes  per  liter, . 


Uric  acid,  i         .  a  -j 

\  grams  per  fluid  ounce, . 


Uric  acid,  i 


what  per  cent,  of  normal, 

grammes  per  24  hours, 

grains  per  24  hours, , 

what  per  cent,  of  normal, 

Total  solids  (approximately  by  Trapp's  coeflficient,  , 

what  per  cent,  of  normal. 

Total  salts  (t.«.,  solids  less  urea) , 

Ratio  of  total  urea  to  total  salts, 

what  per  cent,  of  normal 

Ratio  of  urea  to  phosphoric  acid, 

what  per  cent,  of  normal, 

Ratio  of  urea  to  uric  acid, 

whatpercent.  of  normal, 

Any  marked  variations  in  quantity  of  chlorides,  sulphates,  coloring-matter,  etc., . 


Physical  characters  of  the  urine : 

Color, Odor, 

Specific  gravity, Reaction, 

Acidity  (as  shown  by  number  of  drops  of  liquor  potassai  required  to  neutralize', 


Acidity,  compared  with  normal, 

Appearance  of  the  urine 

Abnormal  constituents  (sugar,  albumen,  etc.),  which  are  present,  . 


t  grammes  per  litre,  

Abnormal  constituent*,  |  ^^j^,  ^^  ^^.^  „„„^^ 

f  grammes  per  24  hours, . 
Abnormal  constituents,  \  ^^.^^  ^^  24  hours, . 


Abnormal  coloring  matter  (blood,  bile,  etc.),  which  are  present 

Results  of  special  tests, — the  ferric  chloride  reaction,  the  diazo  reaction,  etc,  . 
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The  urinary  sediment, — volume,  compared  roughlj  with  that  of  the  urine, 


Color, Character, 

Constituents, — amorphous  substances, 

Crystalline  substances',    

Epithelial  cells, *... 

Corpuscles, ." , 

Tube  caste,  quantity, Size,  , 

Variety,  

Micro-orp^nisms, 

Miscellaneous, .' 


Summary  of  the  chief  points  brought  out  by  the  examination, . 


(Signature.) 


Nightmare  in  Association  with  Influenza.— A  blonde  girl,  aged  nine 
years,  of  lively  disposition  and  mentally  well -organized,  passed  through  a  severe 
attack  of  influenza.  During  the  stage  of  convalescence,  she  screamed  out  in  sleep, 
"Father,  I  grow,  1  become  an  animal,  I  am  steadily  enlarging,  hold  meT'  Her 
father  did  his  best  to  pacify  her,  and  though  fullv  awake  and  aware  of  the  fact  that 
it  was  but  a  delusion,  she  feared  to  go  asleep  again  for  sometime.  An  old  gentle- 
man, who  had  likewise  gone  through  an  attack  of  *'  la  grippe"  said  that  at  the  acme 
of  the  attack  he  felt  in  his  sleep  as  if  he  was  losing  the  human  form  and  was  being 
changed  into  a  plant.— Jlfecf.  Neuigkeitefiy  15,  1890. 

Syphilitio  Diseases  of  the  Central  Nervous  System.- The  usual  form  of 
cerebral  syphilis  consists  of  a  diffuse  gummatous  meningitis  basilaris.  The  patho- 
logical process  is  especially  to  be  seen  in  the  interpeduncular  space  and  around  the 
'chiafema.  The  base  of  the  brain  is  covered  with  a  tough  fluid  which  penetrates 
into  all  furrows  and  covers  the  origin  of  many  of  the  cranial  nerves.  This  new 
tissue,  rich  in  cells  and  bloodvessels,  soon  becomes  hardened  and  compresses  the 
neighboring  nerves  and  bloodvessels,  the  former  of  which  then  take  on  atrophy, 
especially  the  optic  and  the  ocnlo-motor  nerves.  The  walls  of  the  bloodvessels 
show  thickening  and  small  cell  infiltration,  thus  narrowing  their  calibre  and  caus- 
ing thrombotic  occlusion.  The  disease  sets  in  with  general  manifestations,  as  head- 
ache, vertigo,  vomiting,  syncope  and  spasms.  The  mental  faculties  become 
weakened.  There  may  occur  occasional  loss  of  consciousness  or  mental  deteriora- 
tion, as  mania,  acute  dementia,  etc.  Occasionally  the  olfactory,  the  fifth  and  the 
eighth  cranial  nerves  may  be  involved,  though,  as  above  stated,  the  second  and 
third  pairs  are  the  ones  most  frequently  affected. 

Characteristics  of  the  specific  nature  of  the  disease  are  ita  afebrile  course,  the 
fugitive  character  of  the  symptoms  (they  come  and  go) ;  the  granulation  tissue  is 
short  lived ;  it  proliferates,  dies  and  grows  afresh,  so  that  the  nerves  surrounded  by 
it  are  exposed  to  variations  of  pressure  not  observed  in  any  other  disease.  In  ad- 
vanced stages  we  meet  with  one-sided  paralysis  due  to  vascular  disease. 

In  the  case  of  syphilitic  meningitis  affecting  the  convexity,  the  symptoms  are 
not  80  characteristic  of  syphilis,  the  only  hint  of  the  true  nature  of  the  trouble 
being  the  fluctuating  severity  of  the  symptoms. 

The  syphilitic  process  rarely  involves  the  spinal  cord  alone.  Usually  the  brain 
is  simultaneously  affected.  Here  also  the  meninges  are  especially  diseased  and 
the  cord  is  enveloped  in  a  gummatous  neoplasm.  Syphilitic  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis is  one  of  the  most  frequently  met  with  syphilitic  diseases  of  the  central  nervous 
system.  Its  prognosis  is  more  doubtful  than  is  that  of  meningitis  involving  the 
brain  alone. — AUgem,  Med.  Centr,  Zeitung^  51, 1890. 
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EDITORIAL 


MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 

In  obedience  to  the  command  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  allopathic  physicians  of  Pennsylvania  have  had  a  gathering 
of  the  chiefs  of  their  county  clans  at  Bedford  Springs,  Pa.,  to  map 
out  their  medical  legislation  campaign  for  the  coming  winter.  Under 
the  specious  plea  of  seeking  the  advancement  of  public  interests  only, 
they  will  demand  the  establishment  of  a  single  State  board  of  medical 
examiners  and  licensers  composed  entirely  of  allopathic  physicians; 
failing  to  secure  a  board  of  this  character,  they  will  accept  a  board 
ol*mixed  membership,  provided  they  are  given  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  members,  creating  in  them  a  vicious  monopoly  of 
medical  licensure.  That  the  allopathic  school  is  really  governed  by 
ulterior  motives  and  is  seeking  unjust  results,  goes  without  question. 
Dr.  D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  L^is- 
lation,  of  the  New  York  State  Allopathic  Medical  Society,  stated,  in 
a  public  speech,  that  '^  the  single  board  system  once  established,  sect 
in  medicine  .will  soon  be  practically  destroyed."  He  was  not  choice 
in  the  selection  of  words,  but  honestly  and  emphatically  declared  that 
the  real  object  of  their  frantic  attempts  to  secure  single  examining 
boards  to  be  for  \he  purpose  of  destroying  sects  in  medicine^  particu- 
larly homoeopathy.  No  matter  how  desirable  medical  unity  may  be, 
it  will  never  be  accomplished  on  the  St.  John  Roosa  basis. 

The  homoeopathic  school  has  declared  itself  opposed  to  restrictive 
legislation  which  tends  to  curtail  civil  rights,  encroach  upon  personal 
liberty  and  check  the  progress  of  medical  science.  The  school  is  in 
favor  of  an  advanced  standard  of  preliminary  education,  the  highest 
and  broadest  possible  curriculum  of  medical  study,  the  extension  of 
the  lecture  term  from  six  to  nine  months  of  continuous  iastruction 
in  each  year  and  the  adoption  of  four  years  of  medical  study  pre- 
paratory to  graduation.  When  it  becomes  necessary  to  accept  a 
medical  license  board,  the  homoeopathic  profession  will  do  so  in  one 
of  two  ways ;  either  a  single  board  must  be  so  constituted  that  each 
system  of  medicine  be  equally  represented,  or  if  this  is  not  acceptable 
to  the  allopathic  school,  then  separate  boards  must  be  created  for  each 
school  of  practice.  More  than  this,  the  homoeopathists  do  not  want 
and  they  will  certainly  never  submit  to  less.     The  school  does  not 
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object  to  allopaihists  having  exclusive  control  of  allopathic  examining 
boards^  but  it  will  not  tolerate  any  interference  with  its  civil  liberty, 
and  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  allopathic  school  to  control  the 
examination  and  the  admission  of  homoeopathic  students  into  the 
medical  profession  will  bo  resisted  to  the  fullest  extent.  Homoeo* 
pathists  demand  the  legal  right  to  license  their  own  students.  The 
claim  that  the  allopathic  school,  representing  the  largest  number  of 
practitioners  in  this  country,  should,  on  that  account,  assume  the 
entire  control  of  medical  licensure,  is  an  utter  absurdity  arising  from 
the  intensity  of  intolerant  prejudice.  The  right  of  medical  licensure 
constitutes  a  civil  privilege.  The  law,  recognizing  three  distinct 
schools  or  systems  of  medicine,  the  free  exercise  of  this  privil^e  be- 
longs properly  to  the  representatives  of  one  school  as  freely  as  it 
does  to  another.  Legal  rights  and  privileges  are  not  increased  or 
diminished  in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  membership ;  all  schools  and 
systems  are  regarded,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  as  equal  and  similar  in 
every  respect.  We  could  as  reasonably  say  that  the  Methodists, 
being  the  greatest  in  number,  should,  on  that  account,  claim  the  ex- 
clusive civil  right  to  license  and  ordain  Episcopal  or  Roman  priests, 
and  appoint  the  pastors  of  Baptist  churches,  etc.  Horaoeopathists 
fully  recognize  their  rights  and,  notwithstanding  the  united  and  over- 
whelming force  of  the  allopathists  for  a  single  board,  it. is  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  the  new  school  does  not  want,  nor  will  it 
accept  a  minority  representation  upon  a  board  controlled  by  the  old 
school,  unless  that  minority  has  absolute  and  full  control  of  examining 
and  licensing  all  homoeopathic  applicants.  We  are  confident  that  if 
in  the  future  a  license  is  to  be  the  test  of  medical  attainments  instead 
of  a  diploma,  the  discerning  and  enlightened  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania will  concede  t6  the  homoeopathic  school  the  just  right  of  the 
exclusive  control  of  Us  own  members. 


HOM(EOPATHY  AND  THE  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Of  late  considerable  discussion  has  been  aroused  by  the  discrimi- 
nation made  by  certain  life  insurance  companies  against  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  as  examiners.  The  Nebraska  State  Society  first, 
and  later  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  and  various  State 
and  local  organizations  all  over  the  country,  have  appointed  com- 
mittees for  the  agitation  of  the  question.   Investigations  made  reveal 
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the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  so-called  big  companies  dis- 
criminate against  homoeopathic  physicians  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
positively  prohibit  their  appointment  as  such.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  business  management  of  these  companies  is  directly  responsi- 
ble for  such  a  state  of  affairs ;  but  rather  that  the  appointments  of 
local  examiners  are  made  by  a  chief  medical  examiner  appointed 
by  the  company,  said  chief  being  in  every  instance  an  allopathic 
physician,  who,  of  course  would  not,  under  any  circumstances,  give 
a  homoeopath  an  appointment.  The  allegation  for  the  justice  of 
such  action  was  stated  by  one  of  these  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Cowperth- 
waite,  to  be  the  fact  (?)  that  homoeopathic  physicians  are  not  taught 
and  consequently  are  not  skilled  in  physical  diagnosis. 

When  this  question  was  first  agitated,  it  seemed  to  us  as  it  did  to 
others,  that  it  were  better  let  alone.  Apparently,  it  was  an  un- 
dignified scramble  after  salaried  offices.  This  opinion  we  did  not 
hold  after  further  thought.  We  can  well  remember  the  question 
often  put  to  homoeopathic  physicians  by  their  lay  friends :  ^'  How 
is  it,  if  homoeopathic  physicians  are  well  educated  in  all  branches 
of  medicine,  that  their  abilities  are  not  thought  sufficiently 
of  by  insurance  companies,  to  secure  their  appointments  on  their 
examining  staffs  ?"  The  question  is  not  therefore  one  of  spoils,  but 
one  of  principle.  A  stigma  has  been  placed  upon  the  diagnostic 
abilities  of  homoeopathic  physicians  by  a  large  moneyed  interest  of 
the  country.  It  is  not  that  we  want  the  appointments,  but  the 
eligibility  to  election  to  such.  That  homoeopathic  physicians  are 
competent  to  fill  them  creditably  and  profitably  to  the  companies 
none  acquainted  with  the  facts  will  deny.  The  instruction  in  physi- 
cal diagnosis  in  our  colleges  is  far  ahead  of  that  of  allopathic  in- 
stitutions. So  far  as  the  medical  examinations  are  in  many  instances 
concerned,  and  we  speak  in  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  we  would 
say  that  many  of  the  examinations  made  by  the  allopathic  examiners 
are  of  such  a  perfunctory  order  as  to  disgrace  even  a  mechanical- 
physicial -examination-accompaniment  to  a  twenty-five-cent-offioe- 
prescription,  their  actual  value  being  worth  about  that,  and  nothing 
more. 

We  trust,  therefore,  that  homoeopathic  societies  will  continue  the 
agitation  thus  begun  until  the  unjust  discrimination  has  been  re- 
moved. While  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  vast  majority  of  our  men 
having  the  ability  will  find  a  more  profitable  avenue  for  the  employ- 
ment of  their  talents,  still  it  is  not  pleasant  to  feel  one's  self  ineligi- 
ble to  an  office  occupied  by  a  man  greatly  one's  inferior. 


1890.]  Editorial.  .      617 

THE  DECLINE  OF  EMMETS  OPERATION. 
The  operation  for  repair  of  laceration  of  the  cevix  uteri  which 
was  so  much  in  vogue  but  a  few  years  ago  has  not  of  late  been  per- 
formed with  its  former  frequency,  probably  because  its  proper  sphere 
of  usefulness  is  now  well  defined.  It  would  now  seem  that  the 
operation  has  received  its  death-blow  since  Mr.  Lawson  Tait  has 
taken  the  opportunity  to  denounce  the  procedure  as  "  one  of  the  most 
useless  ever  introduced  into  surgical  practice.'*  As  obedience  to 
Mr.  Tait's  ipse  diadt  is  now  as  fashionable  as  was  once  the  operation 
which  he  denounces,  it  would  seem  that  there  is  danger  of  going  to  the 
extreme  of  abandoning  an  operation  which,  when  performed  by  a 
judicious  surgeon  on  proper  indications,  has  done  much  to  alleviate 
the  suiTerings  of  women.  Mr.  Tait  claims  that  the  real  trouble  is  in 
the  subinvolution  and  consequent  chronic  metritis,  and  that  the  tear 
is  not  of  the  slightest  consequence.  We  think  that  many  gynaecolo- 
gists will  bear  us  out  when  we  say  that  the  repair  of  the  laceration 
will  often  bringaboutproper  involution  after  all  other  measures  have 
proved  futile. 


"  HE  CHANGED  HIS  TUNE," 
The  daily  papers,  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  reporting  the  meeting  of 
the  Michigan  State  Medical  (Allopathic)  Society,  credited  the  presi- 
dent thereof  with  saying,  in  his  annual  address,  that  homoeopath ists 
were  quacks  and  impostors.  Of  course,  such  a  statement  raised  quite 
considerable  indignation.  President  Frothingham  thereupon  took 
occasion  to  deny  having  made  any  such  assertion.  He  had  merely 
wished  to  denounce  medical  sectarianism.  There  was  a  time  when 
allopathists  were  proud  of  their  bigotry ;  had  the  daily  press  credited 
one  of  them  with  making  remarks  defamatory  of  homoeopathists,  he 
would  have  delighted  in  the  notoriety  thus  gained.  But  now,  things 
are  changed  ;  and  public  sentiment  must  be  respected. 


THE  "LANCETS"  LIBERALISM. 
The  editors  of  the  London  Lancety*  in  a  recent  editorial,  say : 
**  The  day  is  probably  not  very  remote  when  persecution,  ostracism 
or  censure  for  differences  of  opinion  or  belief  will  be  regarded  as  not 

*  The  Lancet,  June  28, 1890. 
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only  immoral  but  absurd."  If  St.  John  Roosa  and  his  kin  will  use 
their  best  endeavor  to  hasten  the  coming  of  this  day  aud  join  the 
Lanoei  writers  in  showing  their  brethren  the  ludicrous  folly  of 
attempting  to  compel  a  man  to  change  his  belief  by  force,  and  point 
out  that  conviction  based  on  reason  can  only  be  attacked  legitimately 
by  reasoning,  the  day  of  professional  unity  will  be  at  hand. 


THOMAS  NICHOL,  M.D.,  LL.D..  D.C.L. 

FR<vtf  the  N,  E.  Medical  Oazette,  for  August,  we  learn  the  sad 
news  that  Dr.  Thomas  Nichoi,  of  Montreal,  Canada,  is  no  more. 
Dr.  Nichol  took  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  homoeo- 
pathy. His  writing  had  gained  for  him  a  world  wide  reputation. 
He  was  one  of  the  few  physicians  who  have  been  honored  by  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  with  an 
election  to  corresponding  membership,  a  testimonial  to  his  rare  worth 
as  an  author  and  a  physician. 

To  those  who  met  Dr.  Nichol  during  his  recent  visit  to  Philadel- 
phia, the  news  of  his  death  comes  as  a  great  shock.  The  Doctor  was 
not  in  the  best  of  health  at  that  time ;  but  with  the  great  care  he  was 
then  taking  and  the  prolonged  rest,  it  was  thought  that  the  worst 
was  over.  He  spoke  of  revisiting  us  in  another  year,  a  visit  which 
we,  as  well  as  he,  looked  forward  to  with  pleasure. 

Very  few  men  studied  as  did  Dr.  Nichol ;  few  appreciated  as  did 
he,  the  value  of  a  large  library.  As  great  as  his  love  for  the  pro- 
fession of  his  choice,  was  his  love  of  doing  good  to  his  fellow-men. 


DR.  A.  A.  ROTH. 
Dr.  a.  a.  Roth,  of  Frederick,  Md.,  died  June  24th,  1890,  aged 
forty-three  years.  Dr.  Roth  received  his  classical  education  at 
Gettysburg  College,  and  his  medical  degree  from  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1870.  He  had  been  engaged 
in  practice  in  Frederick  for  nineteen  years,  coming  there  at  a  time 
when  he  was  the  only  homoeopath  for  miles  around.  Dr.  Roth  was 
a  fine  classical  scholar  and  close  student.  His  untimely  death  is  the 
direct  result  of  his  devotion  to  his  profession.  He  leaves  a  widow 
and  three  sons. 
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GLEANINGS 


GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

8.  LILIENTHAL,  M.D..  E.  M.  QRAMM.  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D..  W.  W.  VAN  BAUN,  M.D., 


Hypodermics  of  Caffeine  in  a  Dynamic  St ATES.—Hiichard  praises  the  tonic 
and  exciting  effects  of  Caffeine  in  malignant  cases  of  all  zymotic  affections,  espe- 
cially in  debiljtated  and  old  people,  and  also  in  diabetes.  In  one  word,  it  acts  as  a 
tonic  in  general,  and  especially  so  to  the  heart  and  to  the  urinary  secretion.  That 
it  is  a  tonic  to  the  muscular  system  is  well  known,  for  its  use,  like  kola  and  coca,  takes 
all  sensation  of  fatigue  away.  In  severe  cases  of  pneumonia  the  insufficiency  of  the 
heart  muscle  constitutes  a  great  complication,  and,  though  the  disease  is  in  the 
lungs,  the  danger  is  in  the  heart.  Caffeine  strengthens  the  weak  heart  and  increases 
diuresis.  In  diabetics  it  relieves  the  great  danger  arising  from  acetonsemia.  Sem- 
mola,  of  Naples,  agrees  with  Iluchard  regarding  this  strengthening  effect  of  Caffeine. 
In  collapfte,  such  injections  are  far  less  painful  than  those  of  ether,  and  hardly  ever 
become  the  cause  of  abscesses.  He  uses  two  formulas,  a  weaker  and  a  stronger  one. 
B.  Natriim  benzoic,  3  grammes;  Caffeine,  2  grammes;  distilled  water, 6  grammes. 
S.  To  be  dissolved  hot.  Or  R.  Salicylate  of  soda,  3.10  grammes;  Caffeine,  4 
grammes:  distilled  water,  6  grammes;  likewise  to  be  dissolved  while  hot.  The 
natrnm  benzoic,  or  salicylate  are  only  accessory ,  to  render  the  caffeine  more  soluble. 
Everv  syringeful  contains  40  centigrammes  of  caffeine,  and  he  makes  about  eight 
hypodermics  daily.— -^utf.  Mid.,  50,  18U0. 

Vaccination  Fever.— -Dr.  Peiper,  of  Greifswald,  formulates  the  following  con- 
clusions in  reference  to  the  fever  following  vaccination  :  1.  At  the  usual  age  when 
vaccination  is  done,  vaccinia  is  always  accompanied  by  fever.  2.  The  commence- 
ment of  the  fever  period  is  about  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  the  fever  lasting  from  2} 
to  4  days,  and  is  only  of  moderate  intensity.  During  the  fever  dangerous  mani- 
festations do  not  occur.  Its  fall  is  a  gradual  one.  3.  Particularly  long- lasting  fever 
is  an  indication  of  the  presence  of  complications. — MoncUsh,  f&r  PrakL  Dermatol^ 
Bd.  10,  No.  12,  1890. 

Cutaneous  Eruptions  of  La  Grippe. — Dr.  Barthelemy  had  observed  two 
hundred  and  nineteen  cases  of  grippe  in  the  late  epidemic,  and  found  skin  lesions 
frequent  1.  There  were  the  simple  coincidences — furuncles,  anthrax,  eczema.  2. 
Divers  erythemas,  which  appeared  with  the  existence  and  evolution  of  the  grippe. 
There  were  rashes  whi'^h  preceded  the  disease,  just  as  rashes  precede  the  eruptive 
fevers.  They  were  mostly  morbilliform  or  ^carlatiniform,  the  former  being  the 
more  frequent.  In  one  case  there  was  a  pityriasis- like  eruption,  and  in  another  a 
vesicular  outbreak.  The  scarlet-like  eruption  recalled  descriptions  of  the  dengue, 
—/(mm.  of  Out  and  Qen,'Ur.  DU.,  July,  1890. 

Salicylate  of  Soda  in  Pleurisy,  with  Effusion.— A nfrecht  and  Tetz  have 
treated  a  namber  of  cases  of  pleurisy  with  effusion  by  the  administration  of  salicy- 
late of  soda.  The  dose  for  adults  was  one  gramme;  for  children,  less,  according  to 
age.  From  four  to  six  grammes  were  given  daily.  Its  administration  should  be 
continued  for  a  week  or  more  after  the  inflammation  has  subsided.  Since  using 
this  drug,  they  have  in  every  case  succeeded  in  producing  absorption  of  the  serous 
effusion.  They  also  look  upon  the  drug  as  a  diagnostic  agent,  for  when  the  fever 
does  not  yield  to  its  influence  alter  a  few  days,  or  the  diuresis  increases,  they  are 
assured  that  the  effusion  is  a  purulent  one.  In  fresh  cases  recovery  takes  place 
within  a  few  days.  No  injurious  effects  were  noticed  from  the  drug.— 2%«rap. 
ManaULf  July,  1890. 

Topical  Action  of  Drugs  on  Secretion.— Dr.  Emil  Schiitz,  of  Prague, 
gives  the  results  of  his  studies  on  the  action  of  certain  drugs  in  arresting  or  dimin- 
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ishing  or  increasing  the  secretory  activity  of  glands.  According  to  the  author,  a 
large  number  of  Biibstances  amongst  the  metallic  salts,  acetate  of  lead,  nitrate  of 
silver,  sulphate  of  copper,  among  the  acids,  hydrochloric  and  sulphuric,  and  tannic 
applied  to  the  okin  or  mucous  membranes  of  frogs,  have  the  effect  of  diminishing 
the  secretion,  this  action  lasting  for  hours  or  even  days.  The  chlorides  of  potas- 
sium and  barium  act  in  a  similar  manner  ;  almost  all  these  substances  posses  the 
property  of  precipitating  globuline,  even  in  extreme  dilution.  The  alkalies,  the 
alkaline  earths,  the  alkaline  and  neutral  salts  of  the  alkalies  and  numerous  other 
substances  such  as  glycerine,  carbolic  acid,  mustanl  seed  oil,  phenol  if  applied  at  a 
proper  decree  of  concentration,  act  in  an  opjwsite  manner  and  increase  the  secre- 
tion. In  both  cases  the  effect  is  independent  of  the  nervous  and  vascular  systems, 
and  de|>ends  UL)on  the  secreting  elements  only  — Medical  Press  and  Circular,  July 
80,  1890. 

A  New  Mftthod  fob  Obtaining  Small  Quantities  of  the  Gastric  Con- 
tents FOB  Diagnostic  Purposes. — Dr.  Max  Einhom,  of  Xew  York,  has  devised 
a  little  apparatus,  cuts  of  which  are  herewith  appended,  for  the  purpose  of  remov- 
ing small  quantities  of  the  gastric  contents  for  examination.  This  apparatus  he 
has  cull e<l  the  *' stomach  bucket."  Those  first  con««trucied  (see  Figs.  1  and  2)  had 
a  valve-like  lid  which  closed  during  withdrawal.  This  form  was  soon  found  im- 
practicable. The  apparatus  which  proved  to  be  perfectly  adapted  for  obtaining 
small  quantities  of  the  stomach  contents  consists  of  a  small  oval  vessel  (IJ  elm. 
long,  J  ctm.  wide,  made  of  silver ;  see  8  and  4).  On  the  top  of  the  same  there  is 
a  large  opening  with  an  arch  over  it.    On  this  arch  a  silk  thread  is  tied. 


s 

In  order  to  obtain  a  sample  of  the  stomach  contents  one  proceeds  in  the  follow- 
ing way :  The  patient  is  asked  to  open  his  mouth  widely,  and  the  little  vessel  is 
placed  on  the  root  of  the  tongue,  almost  in  the  pharynx.  The  patient  is  now  told 
to  swallow  once.  The  vessel  comes  after  a  short  time  (one-half  to  one  and  one-half 
minutes)  into  the  stomach.  This  point  can  be  readily  foimd  by  the  length  of  the 
thread  from  the  vessel  to  the  mouth.  It  is  advisable  to  make  a  knot  on  the  thread 
marking  40  ctm.  When  this  knot  comes  into  the  mouth  we  are  sure  that  the  vessel 
is  in  the  stomach.  The  vessel  is  left  in  sUu  for  five  minutes  when  it  is  withdrawn. 
During  withdrawal  a  resistance  is  usually  felt  at  the  introitus  oesophagi.  To  over- 
come this  difRculty,  when  the  apparatus  is  at  that  narrow  point,  the  patient  should 
either  expire  deeply  or  swallow  once.  Dr.  Einhom  has  made  numerous  experi- 
ments with  the  stomach  bucket,  and  assures  his  readers  that  it  is  a  very  useful  in- 
strument for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed. — Medical  Record,  July  19,  1890. 

The  Diagnosis  of  Acute  Painless  Dry  PleurisYi — Dr.  R.  Van  Santvoord 
calls  attention  to  this  condition,  illustrating  his  remarks  by  a  report  of  three  cases 
of  the  trouble.  This  he  does,  not  because  the  aflfection  is  one  not  hitherto  de- 
scribed, but  because  the  diagnosis  of  the  condition  is  an  easy  matter  if  the  possi- 
bility of  its  existence  is  only  borne  in  mind.  We  are  too  apt  in  actual  practice  to 
associate  pain  and  dulness  on  percussion  with  the  diagnosis  of  pleurisy.  All  three 
cases  reported  were  characterized  by  entire  absence  of  the  usual  subjective  symp- 
toms of  pleurisy.  Nor  was  there  percussion  dulness.  All  suffered,  however,  from 
cough  more  or  less  In  all  the  only  physical  sign  was  a  subcrepitation  not  dis- 
tinguishable in  quality  of  sound  from  an  intra- pulmonary  rftle.  In  fact,  in  two  of 
the  cases  he  regarded  the  sounds  as  intra-pulmonary  at  first.  As  they  extended, 
however,  their  pleuritic  character  became  manifest  from  their  superficial  character, 
the  fact  that  extensive  areas  of  a  single  lung  were  in  each  case  involved,  and  the 
constant  presence  of  the  sounds,  day  after  day,  in  the  same  place.  Had  tliey  been 
bronchial  r41es  they  would  have  been  bilateral,  inconstant  and  affected  by  cough. 
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In  remarking  on  the  cases  At  length  the  author  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Learning,  of  New  York,  teaches  that  almost  all  r&Ies  are  of  pleuritic  origin,  a 
teaching  with  which  he  is  not,  however,  in  accord. — Medical  lUcord,  August  2, 1890. 

Kbspiratory  Function  in  the  Mountains. —  Riva-Rocci,  of  Turin,  has 
made  numerous  exact  raeoMurements  with  the  pneumatometer  to  determine  the 
efiects  of  moiuitain  air  upon  the  respiratory  functions.  He  draws  the  following 
conclusions:  1.  During  ascension  there  is  an  increase  in  the  performance  of  the 
entire  respiratory  mechanism,  an  increase  in  the  frequency  and  intensity  of  the 
whole  respiratory  act;  hence  expansion  of  the  lungs,  es^iecially  at  the  apices,  is 
greater.  This  is  an  important  observation,  for  it  is  at  the  apices  that  the  lungs 
in  the  normal  state  show  the  least  motion,  thus  favoring  the  development  of  a 
phthisical  process.  Simultaneously  with  the  expiration  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
pressure  of  the  air  surrounding  the  lungs,  which  increases  with  each  ascending 
step.  2.  During  ascension  the  chemical  functions  of  the  hmgs  also  increase; 
hence  there  are  more  active  organic  metabolism  and  renewal  of  tissues.  3.  During 
descension  the  reverse  phenomena  cwcur.  4.  The  periods  of  rest  favor  organic  re- 
integration and  assimilation,  as  is  shown  by  improvement  in  the  appetite  and  an 
easier  digestion. 

A  sojourn  in  the  mountains  may  therefore  be  indicated  in  persons  who  are 
threatened  with  phthisis.  It  is  not  necessary  to  send  such  persons  to  very  high 
altitudes.  The  author  prefers  rather  a  country  where  the  grounds  offer  a  neany 
continuous  ascent  or  descent  proportionate  to  the  strength  of  the  patient's  heart.  To 
get  the  full  benetitof  moimtam  air  the  patient  should  live  like  a  mountaineer,  and 
not  expect  to  remain  in  quietude. — AUgem,  Med,  Gentr.  Zeitung,  57,  1890. 

Repkated  Attacks  of  Hemoptysis  as  an  Early  Symppom  op  Interstitial 
Nephritis.— H ouch ard,  Landouzy  and  Goucher  have  already  called  attention  to 
epistuxis  in  adults  as  an  early  symptom  of  interstitial  nephritis.  Duclos  has  recently 
studied  the  frequent  attacks  of  hsemoptysis  appearing  in  persons  of  apparently  good 
health,  especially  of  the  male  sex,  without  any  lesions  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  and 
whose  complaints,  if  any,  are  of  an  arthritic  nature,  as  migraine,  eczema,  heemor- 
rhoids,  asthma,  etc.,  are  due  to  the  same  cause.  Some  of  these  cases  suH'ere<l  after 
sometime  fn>m  painful  rheumatic  manifestations;  others  had  arterio-sclerosis,  which 
gradually  became  general ;  while  others  again,  without  a  trace  of  fibroid  rheumatism 
or  arterio-sclerosis,  suffered  from  interstitial  nephritis.  Duclos  mentions  a  case  in 
which  the  pulmonary  capillaries  were  attacked  by  the  sclerotic  process  before  the 
kidneys  were  .even  involved;  haemoptysis  thus  occurred  with  every  coughing  spell. 
Interstitial  nephritis  shortly  set  in,  from  which  the  patient  succumbed  after  a  few 
years.— iiCT.  gen.  de.  Clin,  etde  Ther.,  21,  1890. 

Angina  Pectoris  during  the  Course  of  Infectious  Diseases.— Moore  and 
Perl  record  that  during  the  late  stages  of  infectious  diseases,  especially  septicteraia 
and  diphtheria,  symptoms  of  angina  pectoris  may  set  in,  either  from  defective  in- 
nervation of  the  heart,  or  from  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart-muscle  in  consequence 
of  acute  parenchymatous  myocarditis,  or  from  sudden  increase  in  tension  in  the 
peripheral  arteries.  The  treatment  consists  in  alcoholic  stimulant**,  in  cardiac  tonics 
(digitalis,  nux  vomica,  strophanthus,  strychnin),  and  finally,  in  the  use  of  amyl 
nitrite  and  nitroglycerine.— On/ra/6/a«/.  Med.  \Vi8s.f  25,  1890. 

[That  indefatigable  student,  Dr,  S.  A.  Jones,  of  Ann  Arbor,  has  called  our  atten- 
tion in  angina  pectoris  vaso-motoria  to  lactrodectus  mactus  {Homat^ypathic  Thera' 
peutict,  3d  edition,  p.  31) ;  in  the  septicemic  form  cuprum  arsenicosuni,  cn)talus  and 
naja  deserve  our  study ;  while  in  the  diphtheritic  form  we  would  think  of  gelse- 
mium,  cactus,  laurocerasns,  and  glonoin.  For  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart,  auruni 
and  phosphorus  loom  up  as  great  aids. — S.  L.] 

An  Infrequent  Cause  of  Balanitis. — Cordier  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
inflammation  and  even  cauterization  of  the  skin  may  arise  from  the  simultaneous 
application  of  mercurial  preparations  externally,  and  the  internal  use  of  salts  of 
iodine.  Severe  conjunctivitis  may  arise  from  the  insuflSation  of  calomel  into  the 
eye,  when  iodide  of  pota«»sium  is  being  given  internally.  A  purulent  balanitis  may 
set  in  from  applying  calomel  to  the  glans  penis,  and  giving  iodine  preparations  in- 
ternal I  v  at  the  same  time,  especially  when  the  patient  has  a  long  prepuce.— Cm- 
iralbl.l  Med,  Wist,,,  21, 1890. 
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Spontaneous  Rupture  op  the  Heart. — Spontaneous  rupture  of  the  heart 
takes  place  only  when  the  cardiac  muscular  fibres  are  diseased.  Excessive  increase 
of  the  blood  pressure  is  never  sufficient  to  rupture  the  sound  cardiac  walls.  The 
structure  of  the  cardiac  muscle  is  frequently  changed  by  neoplasms  and  by  ulcera- 
tions originating  in  the  endo-  or  pericardium  and  by  cardiac  abscesses;  but  its 
chief  etiological  factor  is  a  fibrous  degeneration  of  the  cardiac  muscle  leading  to 
aneurismic  dilatation  and  finally  to  rupture  More  rarely  one  meets  with  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  heart  as  a  cause  of  this  accident.  Some  admit  syphilis  as  a 
possible  aetiological  factor.  Of  forty  cases  of  sudden  death,  one,  perhaps,  is  brought 
about  by  rupture  of  the  heart.  Spontaneous  rupture  of  the  heart  is  more  fre- 
quently observed  in  the  male  sex,  probably  because  of  the  greater  frequency  of 
atheromatous  changes  in  them.  For  the  same  reason  it  is  more  frequently  met 
with  in  the  aged.  The  left  ventricle  is  most  frequently  the  seat  of  the  accident ; 
next  to  this  comes  the  right  ventricle.  The  auricles  are  very  rarely  involved.  The 
point  of  predilection  is  the  tip  of  the  left  ventricle.  As  to  the  size  of  the  rupture, 
it  may  be  so  small  as  to  barely  admit  the  point  of  a  sound,  or,  again,  it  may  be  so 
large  as  to  extend  from  the  apex  of  the  ventricle  to  its  base.  According  to  time, 
the  cases  of  rupture  of  the  heart  may  be  divided  into  two  groups:  th(ise  in  which 
the  rupture  sets  in  suddenly  and  death  follows  immediately ;  and  those  in  which 
the  blood  gradually  finds  its  ways  through  the  cardiac  muscle,  and  death  is  pre- 
ceded by  characteristic  manifestation*,  as  intense  prsecordial  anguish,  pain  in  the 
left  side  of  the  thorax,  sensation  of  fainting.  In  rare  cases  the  rupture  may  be 
incomplete  ;  thus,  life  mav  be  prolonged  for  quite  a  while  after  its  occurrence. — 
OmtralbLf.  Klin,  Med,,  16,  1890. 

A  Simple  Method  for  the  Detection  of  Glycosuria.— Dr.  Becker,  of  Cairo, 
reports  that  the  paper  mauufactured  for  visiting-cards,  contains  a  large  quantity  of 
potash  in  order  to  make  it  fuller  and  heavier.  If  one  draws  a  line  on  a  visiting- 
card  with  a  concentrated  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper,  the  latter  crystallizes  on  the 
surface  when  drying.  Now,  place  a  drop  of  urine  on  the  line  and  dry  it  over  a 
flame,  when,  if  sugar  should  be  present,  the  brown  color  from  the  saccharine  reac- 
tion is  seen.  The  more  sugar  contained  in  the  sample  of  urine,  the  darker  will  the 
line  be  mvAe.—  Wien.  Med,  Presse,  20,  1890. 
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Treatment  of  Sterility  from  Endocervicitis  with  Iodine  in  the 
Nascent  State. — In  these  cases,  Brouardel  finds  the  cervix  uteri  of  a  bluish  color, 
and  the  os  tincse  closed  by  a  tough  mucous  plug.  It  is  his  custom  in  treating  them 
in  the  course  of  seven  weeks  to  make  fifteen  glycerine  applications,  and  eight  of 
iodine,  according  to  Cheron's  method.  The  os  is  then  clear,  and  the  cervix  assumes 
the  normal  appearance.  Pregnancy  can  then  take  place.  The  same  method  of 
treatment  is  indicated  in  catarrhal  endometritis. 

The  preparation  necessary  to  liberate  the  iodine  is  a  solution  of  iodide  of  potas- 
sium in  five  parts  of  water.  With  this  the  cervical  canal  is  thoroughly  cleansed,  after 
which  a  solution  of  citric  acid  of  the  same  strength  is  applied  on  a  tampon.  The  mix- 
ture of  the  two  solutions  sets  the  iodine  free.  These  applications  sLould  be  made 
every  third  or  fourth  day. — Deutsche  Med,  Zeilung,  61,  1890. 

Exfoliation  of  the  Female  Bladder.— An  exceedingly  interesting  and  very 
rare  case  of  so-called  exfoliation  of  the  vesical  mucous  membrane  is  described  by 
Dr.  Haultain,  the  subject  beine  a  woman  aged  twenty-seven  years.  The  patient  suf- 
fered from  retention  of  urine,  due  mainly  to  the  presence  of  a  mass  within  the  blad- 
der, but  protruding  at  the  urethra,  its  measurements  being  fourteen  by  seven  and 
one-half  inches  at  its  broadest  diameters,  and  in  thickness,  a  fifth  to  an  eighth  of  an 
inch.  Microscopical  examination  showed  the  substance  to  possess  a  truly  membran- 
ous structure,  three  layers,  a  crystalline  granular,  transverse  muscular,  and  longitu- 
dinal muscular  tissue  being  recognizable.    At  one  point,  a  portion  about  one  and  a 
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half  inches  square,  exhibited  a  smooth  white  glisteDing  aspect,  and  here  there  were 
added  an  old  and  a  new  connective-tissue  layer.  On  the  evidence  afforded  by  the 
carefal  examination  by  the  membrane,  Dr.  HaaJtain  maintains  bliat  it  consisted  of 
the  entire  thickness  of  the  bladder-wail  in  a  state  of  hyaline  necrosis,  the  white  part 
observed  in  his  case  consisting  of  attached  peritoneal  covering,  lie  insists,  there- 
fore, upon  the  inapplicability  of  the  term,  '*  exfoliation  of  the  mucous  membrane  " 
applied  to  such  cases,  under  which  name  similar  examples  to  his  own  have  been 
reported  by  various  writers.  The  causation  of  the  disease  he  attributes  to  circula- 
tory disturbance  due  to  retention  of  urine  or  labor,  these  being,  one  or  the  other, 
the  two  concomitants  of  all  the  cases  hitherto  recorded. — London  Aledi/xil  Becorder, 
July  20, 1890. 

,  Artificial  Prolapse  of  the  Uterus:  Its  Dangers.— Certain  foreign  gyn- 
ecological authorities  l<X)k  upon  artiticial  prolapse  of  the  uterus  for  diagnostic  and 
therapeutic  purposes  as  a  perfectly  safe  and  ofi-indicated  procedure,  and  further- 
more one  that  should  be  utilized  frequently.  From  this  opinion  Dr.  H.  C.  C!oe  dis- 
sents, and  thinks  that  not  only  has  the  procedure  been  followed  by  bad  symptoms, 
but  for  diagnostic  purposes  should  be  used  seldom,  if  ever. 

As  usually  performed,  the  anterior  lip  of  the  cervix  is  seized  with  the  volsella, 
and  the  uterus  is  drawn  downward  while  the  examiner  introduces  the  finger  into 
either  the  rectum  or  vagina — in  the  former  case  with  the  view  of  mapping  out  the 
fundus  of  the  uterus,  theadnexaand  morbid  growths  within  the  pelvis,  in  the  latter 
usually  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  uterine  cavity  after  previous  dilatation  of 
the  cervical  canal.  Examination  per  rectum  with  the  uterus  thus  dislocated  is  com- 
mended as  a  means  of  diagnosticating  displacements  of  the  uterus  and  adnexa,  and 
determining  the  relation  of  intrapeivic  and  abdominal  tumors  to  the  uterus.  The 
author  thinks  that  with  thorough  understanding  of  the  performance  of  bimanual 
examination,  artificial  prolapse  of  the  uterus  be«)mes  unnecessary,  for  experience 
hajs  taught  that  it  is  in  the  cases  of  doubtful  tumors,  in  which  downward  traction 
upon  the  uterus  has  been  followed  by  serious  results. 

The  manipulation  can,  however,  be  practiced  with  less  danger  in  cases  in  which 
the  object  is  to  make  digital  examination  of  the  uterine  cavity  easy.  Here  the 
trouble  is  supposed  to  be  entirely  intrauterine,  the  uterus  is  freely  movable  and  the 
patient  etherized.  Even  here  the  better  way  to  bring  the  uterus  down  is  by  pres- 
sure from  above  rather  than  by  traction  with  volsella  from  below. 

As  an  aid  in  gynaecological  operations  the  manipulation  is  by  no  means  free  from 
danger.  It  may  by  overstretching  the  already  relaxed  supports  of  a  heavy  uterus 
by  prolonged  traction,  lessen  their  tone.  It  may  tear  pen-uterine  adhesions,  thus 
starting  up  fresh  inflammations.  Or,  injurious  traction  upon  a  pyo-salpinx  or 
abscess  of  the  ovary  may  cause  rupture  of  the  same  with  escape  of  pus  into  the 
peritonspal  cavity ;  or  setting  up  a  fresh  peri- oophoritis  or  peri-sal pingitis  greatly 
aggravate  the  existing  trouble. 

Dr.  Coe  reports  five  cases  in  which  he  has  seen  peri  uterine  inflammation  set  up 
by  undue  traction  during  operation.  In  the  operation  of  trachelorrhapy  he  thinks 
traction  on  the  uterus  unnecessary,  as  a  skilful  gynaecologist  can  readily  repair 
the  tear  with  the  cervix  in  its  normal  position.  In  closing  he  emphasizes  the  im- 
portance of  distinguishing  between  fixation'of  the  uterus  with  the  double  tenaculum 
and  the  downward  traction  with  volsella,  the  latter  of  which  he  prophesies  will 
gradually  sink  into  "  innocuous  desuetude.'' — Medical  Record^  August  9,  1890. 

Eemarkable  Case  of  Rupture  of  the  Uterus.— A  patient  was  shown 
recently  before  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine,  with  a  history  that  is  probably 
unique,  both  in  respect  of  the  lesion  and  her  survival.  In  the  course  of  a  labor 
obstructed  by  pelvic  deformity,  the  uterus  was  ruptured,  but  at  first  laparotomy  was 
refused.  Twenty-four  hours  later  version  was  resorted  to,  but  though  the  trunk  was 
readily  brought  down,  the  head  remained  fixed  and  had  to  be  detached.  Lapar- 
otomy was  then  consenteo  to,  and  on  opening  the  abdomen  the  surgeon  found  the 
bead  lying  free  in  the  cavity  of  the  peritonaeum ;  but  it  was  only  after  a  tedious  explo- 
ration that  he  was  enabled  to  identify  the  uterus,  which  was  completely  separated 
from  its  vaginal  attachments,  and  was  located  in  close  proximity  to  the  under  sur- 
face of  the  liver  Only  the  Fallopian  tubes  and  a  few  shreds  of  the  broad  ligaments 
remained  Though  by  no  means  sanguine  as  to  the  patient's  chances  of  recovery, 
the  practitioner  put  the  uterus  back  into  its  proper  position,  and  stitched  it  there  as 
well  as  he  could.  Being  in  the  country  he  naively  tells  us  that  no  antiseptic  pre- 
cautions were  possible.    He  did  the  best  he  could  under  the  circumstances,  and — 
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most  remarkable  of  all — the  patient  made  a  prompt  and  uninterrnpted  recoTerr. 
It  would  be  unkind  to  criticize  a  line  of  treatment  which  was  sanctified  by  such  a 
brilliant  and  unhoped  for  re<<uk,  but  one  would  imagine  that  the  removal  of  the 
uterus  would  have  afforded  the  best  chance  for  the  patient— if eciiea^  Pren  and  (Xr- 
cu/ar.July  2,  1890. 

Hypodermic  Injections  of  Caffeine  in  Post-partum  H^emorrhaoeb. — 
Misrachi  highly  recouiniends  hypodermic  injections  of  cafieine  in  post-partom 
hemorrhuge,  es()ecially  in  such  cases  as  require  immediate  aid,  and  after  great  loss 
of  blood  ha.H  taken  place  It  is  e8{)ecially  useful  in  country  practice,  when  perhaps, 
the  physician  has  just  come  from  a  case  of  infectious  disease,  and  there  is  not  time 
for  auto-disinfection  preparatory  to  intnxlucing  the  hand  into  the  utenis.  Caffeine 
acts  more  quickly  than  ergotiue,  and  is  more  stimulating  than  ether.  The  formula 
of  the  fluid  for  hypcMJermic  use  is  as  follows :  Benzoate  of  soda,  3  grammes ;  caf- 
feine, 2.0 — 2.0  grammes;  aqua  destillat^,  6.0  grammes  or  quantum  Bufficit  for  10 
cctui.  Kvery  cctm.  contains  0.25  grammes  of  caffeine.  The  solution  is  adminis- 
tered warm,  from  six  to  ten  injections  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Misrachi  has  wit- 
nessed such  brilliant  results  from  it  that  he  now  carries  this  solution  regularly  in  his 
obstetrical  ca.se.  Tablets  of  benzoate  of  soda  and  cafieine  to  be  dissolved  in 
boiling  water  when  needed,  will  do  instead  of  the  standard  solution. — -4rfA  d(^ 
stet.  et  de  Uyn, 

Induced  Electricity  in  Uterine  Haemorrhages.— Dr.  Eugen  Bo^r  remarks 
in  a  llun>;arian  journal  that  though  iodoform  gauze  plugs  carefully  applied  will 
usually  arrest  the  flow  in  menorrhagia,  still  cases  occur  in  which  this  plan  will  not 
succeed,  because  probably  the  hemorrhage  is  due  to  atony  of  the  uterus.  In  one 
case  of  this  kind,  that  of  a  girl  of  eighteen,  having  tried  all  the  usual  internal  and 
local  remedies,  and  the  patient  having  become  unconscious  from  the  loss  of  blood,  he 
determined  to  try  the  faradic  current,  which  arrested  the  haemorrhage  in  ten  min- 
utes ;  and  again,  when  three  days  later,  there  was  a  slight  return,  the  same  method 
was  resorte<l  to  with  success.  The  eflect  also  was  of  a  permanent  character,  for 
though  the  faradization  had  to  be  resorte<l  to  at  the  next  period,  the  subsequent  one 
was  normal.  A  similar  treatment  proved  ecjually  successful  in  the  case  of  a  multi- 
para with  profuse  and  intractable  menorrhagia.  At  first,  Dr.  Bo^r  applies  the  nega- 
tive pole  directly  to  the  cervix,  and  after  the  arrest  of  the  hemorrhage  to  the  per- 
ineum, the  positive  pole  being  applied  with  some  little  pressure  to  the  abdomen  over 
the  fundus  uteri.— I'Ac  Lanceiy  July  19,  1890. 

Secretion  of  Blood  Instead  of  Milk.— Dr.  Habergritz,  of  Witebsk,  Russia, 
re)M)rts  in  the  Allgem.  Med.  Zeitung  a  case  of  the  secretion  of  blood  in  the  breasts. 
The  patient  was  a  young  married  woman,  who,  when  she  had  been  pregnant  with 
her  first  cliild  about  six  months,  c(msulted  Dr.  Habergritz  as  to  whether  the  foetus 
was  alive.  He  noticed  some  blood  stains  on  her  linen  in  the  neighlxirhood  of  the 
breasts,  and  on  examination,  found  that  drops  of  pure  blood  could  be  expressed. 
The  patient  said  that  the  bleeding  had  begun  when  she  was  five  months  pregnant, 
and  she  did  not  Icuow  that  it  was  an  unusual  occurrence,  and  therefore  had  not 
mentioned  it.  During  the  rest  of  the  pregnancy  the  phenomena  continued,  and  the 
patient  siitlered  besides  from  two  or  three  attacks  of  epistaxis.  Two  days  before  labor 
came  on  the  bleeding  ceased,  but  it  reappeared  in  increased  amount  the  day  after. 
The  patient  wjis  very  anxious  to  nurse  the  child,  but  as  it  drew  nothing  but  blood, 
this  had  to  be  put  a  stop  to.  On  the  seventh  day  the  color  of  the  secretion  began 
to  clianj^'C,  and  by  the  ei^^hlh  it  had  all  the  ordinary  appearance  of  colostrum.  The 
child  was  then  allowed  to  take  the  breast,  and  nothing  further  abnormal  was 
ob8erve<l.  It  should  be  mentione<i  that  the  woman  was  perfectly  healthy  ;  that  there 
were  no  traces  of  goiU,  hieuiorrhoid.-,  cancer,  or  of  the  hsemorrbagic diathesis. —  The 
i/im-e/,  July  19,  1890. 

Cystic  Degeneration  of  the  Kidneys  in  a  Dropsical  Foetus. — K  multipara 
had  only  felt  the  movemenis  of  the  fcetus  up  to  the  eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy. 
When  (iueniot  came  to  deliver  her,  he  found  that  while  the  pelvis  was  of  normal 
dimensions,  and  the  head  of  the  child  engaged,  and  severe  contractions  of  the  uterus 
took  place,  no  |»ro^ress  was  made.  While  disengaging  the  arms,  the  child  breathed 
its  la^t.  All  the  visible  parts  were  highly  ce<iematous.  On  introducing  the  hand  into 
the  uteius  die  obstacle  to  delivery  was  detected  in  a  highly  distended  abdomen.  A 
puncture  gave  exit  to  sixty  grammes  of  ascitic  fluid.     Evisceration  followed.     The 
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liver  was  ]arfi:e,  and  the  kidneys  full  of  small  cysts  of  a  grayish  tissue. — Semaine 
Med.,  18,  1890. 

Thb  Curb  op  Utebine  Fibroids  by  the  Ligation  op  the  Uterine 
Arteries. — Rydygire  proposes  to  cure  fibroid  tumors  by  cutting  off  their  nutrition 
by  ligation  of  the  chief  arteries  of  the  uterus.  After  laparotomy  he  carries  double 
ligatures  around  the  anterior  spermatic  artery  (in  the  lateral  ligament),  the  uterine 
artery  (at  the  edge  of  the  uterus),  and  the  anastomosis  running  in  the  round  liga- 
mentum.  It  is  self-evident,  that  it  is  necessary  to  do  this  operation  on  buth  sides  in 
order  to  make  it  effectual.  All  three  arteries  can  be  readily  made  out.  This  pro- 
cedure is  far  less  dangerous  than  castration,  and  is  moreover  more  effectual,  and 
does  not  interfere  with  the  sexual  life  of  the  woman.  Kvdygire  has  treated  thus 
an  intramural  fibroid  of  the  size  of  two  fistA,  and  reduced  it  to  half  its  former  size 
in  less  than  four  months. — Berliner  Klin.  Wochenschr,,  15,  1890.  ' 

Agalactia. — In  several  cases  Mensinger  has  succeed  in  producing  a  copious 
flow  of  milk  in  women,  who  during  previous  lyings-in  had  been  unable  to  nurse 
their  infants.  He  begins  his  treatment  during  pregnancy.  He  has  the  mammse 
sponged  several  times  a  day  with  cold  water ;  after  which  he  uses  massage  centri- 
fiigally  from  the  nipple  all  around.  After  a  few  sittings  the  veins  become  fuller, 
and  the  breasts  more  tense.  Mensinger  has  never  noticed  thai  this  manipulation  of 
the  breasts  excited  uterine  contractions  during  the  pregnancv. — Berliner  Klin,  Wo- 
ehenwhr.,  16,  1890. 

Cardiac  Troubles  during  the  Menopause.— In  women  during  the  meno- 
pause, Dr.  Kisch,  of  Marieubad,  has  frequently  observed  paroxysmal  tachycardia 
with  {>ensation  of  anguish,  hot  flashes,  vertigo,  pulse  of  from  130  to  150  to  the 
minute,  and  great  irritability ;  but  these  symptoms  usually  passed  away  sooner  or 
later,  without  any  bad  consequencesb  They  are  the  result  of  reflex  irritation  ex- 
cited by  a  hyperplasia  of  the  ovaries.  Of  greater  importance  is  cardiac  weakness 
during  the  climaxis,  mostly  observed  in  delicate  women,  or  in  women  greatly  weak- 
ened by  frequent  hsemorrhages.  The  symptoms  in  these  cases  are  as  follows :  Car- 
diac asthma,  angina  pectoris,  great  dyspnoea  and  stasis,  as  shown  by  the  cedema  and 
the  albuminuria.  A  physical  examination  is  necessary  in  order  to  determine  the 
cause  of  the  haemorrhages.  A  third  group  depends  upon  the  troubles  emanating 
from  the  fatty  heart.  Any  exertion  may  then  cause  dyspncea  and  palpitations;  but 
it  will  hardly  ever  be  the  cause  of  a  full  asthmatic  paroxysm,  only  exceptionally  in 
women  who  in  earlv  life  showed  a  tendency  to  obesity. — CentralbL/.  Med,  \Viss., 
24.  1890. 

A  New  Method  op  Inducing  Natural  Labor. — Women  with  narrow  pel- 
ves can  only  pass  throuKh  a  natural  labor  when  the  foetus  is  in  a  less  advanced  stage 
of  development.  Procnawnick  and  Swiacky  tried  successfully  to  produce  such  a 
state  at  the  normal  end  of  pregnancy  by  placiuf;  the  mothers  during  the  last  two 
months  of  their  pregnancy  on  a  diet  similar  to  that  prescribed  for  diabetic  patients. 
Breakfast,  a  small  cup  of  coflee,  with  25  grammes  zweiback  (twice- toasted  bread); 
dinner,  all  sorts  of  meat,  fish,  with  hardly  any  gravy,  eggs,  some  green  vegetables, 
salad,  cheese ;  supper,  the  same,  with  40--50  grammes  bread  and  some  butter;  fluids 
daily,  300-400  cim.  red  or  Moselle  wine.  The  articles  not  allowed  are  water,  soups, 
potatoes,  pastry,  sugar  and  beer.  Of  three  cases,  treated  by  Prochawnick,  one  haa  a 
conjugate  diameter  of  10.8  ctm.  She  was  twice  delivered  by  version  and  perforation, 
and  tliree  times  by  premature  delivery,  and  all  children  died.  In  the  second, 
conjugate  diameter  was  10.4  ctm. ;  in  the  third,  10.  ctm.  Artificial  premature  de- 
livery had  been  performed  in  all  of  these,  but  all  the  babies  were  lost.  All  three 
women  were  put  upon  the  prescribed  diet,  and  their  deliveries  were  easy  and  re- 
quired no  artificial  aid.  The  babes  looked  emaciated,  were  of  light  weight  (2350, 
2400|  2250  grammes),  but  of  normal  length  (50^,  51,  52  ctm.).  The  bones  were 
fully  formed  and  hard,  the  skull  normal,  with  the  exception  that  its  bones  could 
be  shoved  one  over  the  other;  the  amniotic  fluid  was  scanty.  All  the  babies  did 
well  and  increased  rapidly  in  weight  and  strength.  After  their  natural  deliveries 
the  mothers  were  put  upon  more  nourishing  diet,  especially  carbohydrates  and  milk  ; 
two  of  them  were  able  to  nurse  their  babes.  Swiacky  tried  the  same  diet  on  four 
women  with  narrow  pelves  (conjng.  were  93  down  to  6j  ctm.)  and  reports  the  same 
successful  issue,  and  recommends  its  trial  in  similar  cases. — Deui.  Med.  Wochenwhrf 
29, 1890. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND    LARYNGOLOGY. 

CONDUCTED  BY 
CHAS.  M.  THOMAS.  M.D. 


A  New  Theory  on  Labyrinthine  Vertigo.— The  influence  of  labyrinthine 
impressions  on  the  raaintenanceof  equilibrium  of  the  body  is  now  generally  believed 
to  have  been  demonstrated  by  the  experiments  of  Flourens  on  the  semi-circular 
canafs  of  pigeons,  and  to  have  l>een  confirmed  by  the  pathological  researches  of 
Meniere.  Indeed,  all  text-books  contain  the  doctrine  that  destruction  of  thef^e 
canaU  produces  de^nite  and  special  disturbance^  of  equilibrium,  which  render  any 
proper  co-ordination  of  locomotion  impossible.  Many  years  ago.  however,  Schiff 
protested  against  this  theory,  on  the  ground  that  section  of  the  trunk  of  the  auditory 
nerve  did  not  cause  any  disturbance  of  equilibrium  ;  while,  more  recently,  Bott^her 
drew  atiention  to  the  circumstance  that  in  pigeons,  on  which  these  experiments  have 
generally  been  made,  the  canals  cannot,  for  anatomical  reasons,  be  destroyed  with- 
out injuring  at  the  same  time  the  cerebellum,  thus  giving  a  fruitful  source  of  errors. 
The  most  serious  objections  tott  is  theory  have,  however,  now  been  raised  by  Profesfsor 
Steiner,  of  Cologne,  who  haa  experimented  on  sharks  caught  in  the  Bay  of  Napleii, 
in  which  class  of  fish  the  semi-circular  canals  are  particularly  developed,  and  which 
are,  therefore,  most  suitable  for  such  experiments.  The  skeletons  of  sharks  being 
cartilaginous,  laying  bare  the  semi  circular  canals  is  very  easy  ;  they  are  superfici- 
ally situated  beneath  the  skin,  and  separated  from  the  brain  by  a  considerable  mass 
of  cartilage,  so  that  injury  to  the  brain  can  be  easily  avoided.  Sieiner  has  found 
that  when  the  membranous  canals  of  sharks  are  laid  bare  and  excised,  and  the 
wound  is  then  closed  and  the  fish  put  back  into  the  water,  not  the  slightest  disturb- 
ance of  locomotion  ever  follows.  On  the  contrary,  if  after  laying  bare  the  labyrinth, 
the  trunk  of  the  auditory  nerve,  or  the  ossicles  surrounding  the  same,  are  pulled 
and  stretched,  then  there  is  invariably  a  disturbance  produced  in  the  form  of  rotatory 
or  circular  compulsory  movements.  If  the  latter  operation  be  performed  unilater- 
ally, the  direction  which  movements  take  may  in  each  case  be  predicted.  Such 
traction  of  the  nerve  trunk  need  only  be  slight  in  order  to  produce  motor  disturb- 
ance. The  same  result  follows  if  no  section  of  the  canals  be  made,  but  one  of  them 
is  pulled  and  stretched  so  that  the  ossicles  change  their  position.  These  experi- 
ments show  that  in  sharks  the  semi-circular  canals,  have  by  themselves,  nothing  to 
do  with  equilibration,  and  that  when  motor  disturbances  follow,  they  are  owing  to 
traction  and  irritation  of  the  origin  of  the  auditory  nerve  in  the  medulla  oblongata, 
and  are  the  same  as  are  produced  by  other  similar  irritation  of  that  portion  of  the 
medulla.  8teiner  has  shown  that  the  same  results,  as  in  sharks,  are  obtained  in  frogs 
and  lizards.  In  the  higher  vertebrates  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  parts  con- 
cerned are  so  complicated,  that  it  has  hitherto  been  found  impos.sible  to  avoid 
sources  of  error  in  experimentation.  Ewald's  recent  experiments  on  pigeons  like 
wise  seem  to  lead  to  similar  conclusions.  In  one  experiment  he  removed  the  six 
ampullee  from  a  pigeon,  which  survived  the  operation,  and  being  very  tame,  fol- 
lowed him  afterward  in  a  straight  line  through  several  rooms.  The  same  animal, 
however,  when  left  to  itself,  was  apt  to  walk  in  a  circle,  sometimes  to  the  right  and 
sometimes  to  the  left  side.  Why  should  the  animal  walk  straight  when  following 
its  msster,  and  in  a  circle  when  left  to  itself?  Steiner  explains  this  by  assuming 
that  compulsory  movements  are  produced  by  the  loss  of  cutaneous  and  muscular 
impressions  consequent  upon  the  operation,  and  this  loss  may  be  neutralised 
in  the  higher  animals  by  the  innuence  of  the  eye  and  the  intellect  upon 
movements.  The  pigeon,  therefore,  overcomes  the  tendency  to  compulsory  move- 
ments by  fixing  its  attention  upon  the  movements  of  its  master.  The  vertigo  of 
Meniere's  disease  would,  therefore,  appear  to  have  its  source  rather  in  lesions  which 
aflect  the  brain  or  its  membranes,  or  cause  alteration  of  pressure.  That  the  semi- 
circular canals  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  is  also  shown  by  a  case  recorded  by 
Politzer,  in  which  there  was  congenital  absence  of  all  semi-circular  canals,  yet  09 
disturbances  of  equilibration  had  taken  place  during  life ;  and  another  one  of  Lncae, 
in  which  the  canals  were  found  filled  with  blood  clots,  and  where  there  had  been 
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before  death  no  corresponding  symptoms  showing  that  this  condition  had  inter- 
fered with  equilibration. — The  British  Medical  Journal, 

Excision  of  the  Optic  Nekve.— We  recently  commented  on  a  proposal  that 
had  been  made  by  M.  Abadie  to  prevent  sympathetic  ophthalmitis  oy  sterilizing 
the  injured  eye,  by  injecting  into  it  a  few  drops  of  a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate. 
The  theory  on  which  this  proposal  rests  is,  of  course,  that  sympathetic  inflammation 
is  a  septic  process,  due  to  the  passage  of  microbes  along  the  lymph  spaces  of  the 
optic  nerves  and  chiasma.  While  accepting  the  theory,  we  demurred  to  the  practice,, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  possible  effectively  to  sterilize  the  contents  of  an  eyeball 
without  using  an  agent  which  would  destroy  the  vitality  of  the  tissues,  and  that  it 
was,  therefore,  better  either  to  remove  the  globe  altogether,  or  to  remove  the  con- 
tents of  the  sclerotic  and  sterilize  its  cavity. 

A  lengthy  paper  in  the  Kllnische  MonatAlaiter  for  June  by  Dr.  Otto  S<;heffels  urges 
the  claims  of  another  substitute  for  enucleation,  namely,  resection  of  the  optic  nerve. 
This  is  in  no  sense  an  outcome  of  the  septic  theory  of  causation,  as  it  is  merely  a 
further  development  of  simple  neurotomy,  which  was  originally  instituted  when  it 
was  believed  that  the  ciliary  nerves  formed  the  communicating  medium  for  the 
transmission  of  sympathetic  affections.  It  is  now  maintained  that  this  practice  is 
in  perfect  harmony  with  the  septic  theory,  indeed,  the  author  to  whom  we  have  just 
referred,  considers  that  the  success  of  this  operation  in  preventing  sympathetic  in- 
flammation, should  it  be  confirmed  by  a  larger  number  of  cases,  is  itself  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  theory.  The  reservation  is  an  important 
one,  as  it  is  impossible  to  form  any  notion  as  to  what  number  of  cases  would  be  neces- 
sary to  prove  that  it  affords  absolute  immunity.  But  even  were;  this  proved,  we 
fail  to  see  what  support  would  be  given  to  the  septic  theory,  for  the  ciliary  nerves 
are  necessarily  divided  at  the  same  time,  and,  as  it  is  at  least  as  likely  that  lymph 
channels  should  be  restored  as  n^-rves,  the  success  of  the  operation  would  be  quite 
as  mnch  in  favor  of  the  ciliary  nerve  theory  as  of  the  bacterial. 

The  author  considers  that  if  7}  millimetres  of  the  optic  nerVe  with  its  sheaths  are 
excised,  it  is  impossible  that  the  lymph  channels  should  be  restored,  and  that  the 
^ap  will  form  a  gulf  which  the  microl)es  cannot  pass.  Both  these  assumptions  are, 
It  seems  to  us,  gratuitous.  We  are  not  aware  of  any  experiments  or  observations 
bearing  on  the  question  of  divided  lymph  channels,  and  as  Dr.  Scheffels  quotes 
none  we  presume  he  is  in  the  same  condition,  but  as  no  profound  chang%  takes 
place,  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  in  the  nutrition  of  the  eye,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  lymphatic  circulation  is  carried  on  somehow.  Because  we  know  little 
about  the  habit  of  these  microbes,  every  one  thinks  himself  at  liberty  to  attribute  to 
them  virtues  and  impotences  that  best  accord  with  his  own  views,  but  we  are  not 
acquainted  with  any  evidence,  apart  from  that  afforded  by  the  few  recorded  cases 
of  neurectomy,  ana  this  is  of  the  weakf«t  description,  that  microbes  cannot  extend 
through  7}  millimetres  of  cellular  tissue,  even  though  the  main  lymph  channels  have 
been  excised. 

If  the  bacterial  theory  can  be  proved  by  other  means,  and  for  our  part  we  con- 
sider that  the  evidences  in  support  of  it  are  exceedingly  strong,  then  a  large  number 
of  neurectomies  would  go  so  far  to  prove  that  exsection  of  a  portion  of  the  optic 
nerve  does  form  a  barrier  to  the  progress  of  microbes,  but,  considering  the  risk  run, 
such  a  wholesale  clinical  ex(>eriment  would  in  our  opinion  be  wholly  unjustifiable, 
at  any  rate  until  the  probability  of  success  has  been  demonstrated  upon  animals. 

The  operation,  however,  has  a  definite  field  of  usefulness.  When  an  eye  is  blind 
and  painful  and  is  causing  sympathetic  irritation  of  the  other  eye,  while  from  the 
nature  of  the  case  there  is  no  fear  of  sympathetic  ophthalmitis,  neurectomy  may 
be  useful  as  a  substitute  for  enucleation,  and  as  far  as  known  is  always  successful. 
The  operation  itself  presents  no  insuperable  difficulties,  although  we  think  the 
author  makes  too  light  of  the  trouble  ariHing  at  the  time  of  the  operation  from 
heemorrhage  into  Tenon's  capule.  On  two  occasions  .we  have  seen  this  entirely 
prevent  reduction  of  the  globe,  so  that  enucleation  had  to  be  performed.  The  in- 
ternal rectus  issntured  and  divided,  the  nerve  felt  for  and  divided  as  far  back  as 
possible,  the  distal  end  is  then  seized,  its  sclerotic  attachment  brought  into  the 
wound,  where  it  is  cut  off  as  close  to  the  globe  as  possible.  Finally  the  divided 
muscle  is  united  by  means  of  sutures  left  in  it  for  the  purpose. 

Simple  neurotomy,  although  it  has  been  quite  successful  in  many  such  cases,  has 
in  some  proved  to  be  of  only  temporary  benefit,  owing  to  the  reunion  of  tiie  divided 
nerves.    It  is,  however,  a  comparatively  simple  operation,  and  might  in  many 
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cases  he  tried  first,  neurectomy  being  reserved  for  recurrent  symptoms. — The  Bnt- 

i»h  Medical  Journal,  July  19,  1890. 

Ear  Reflexrs. — Downie  de»cribes  various  reflexes  having  their  origin  in  the 
'  ear  which  are  familiar  to  otologists,  but.  perhaps,  not  as  well  known  by  general 
practitioners.  Congh,  this  writer  says,  may  be  excited  by  introducing  unwarmed 
8{)eciila  into  the  meatus,  and  may  also  be  prodiice<l  by  inspissated  cerumen,  es- 
pecially if  the  mass  is  loose  and  changes  its  position  during  the  movements  of  the 
lower  jaw.  This  cough  is  often  falsely  called  "  stomach  cough."  Foreign  bodies 
"in  the  ear  may  may  produce  similar  phenomena^  The  author  reports  an  example 
in  which  a  phthisis-like  cough  with  pulmonary  symptoms  disappeared  after  re- 
moving a  plug  of  cerumen.  Irritation  of  the  external  canal  may  cause  gastric 
reflexes  such  ;us  vomiting.  Aural  polypi,  as  well  as  cerumen  plugs,  may  excite 
irre«;ular  cardiac  action,  which  rapidly  disappears  after  removing  the  local  trouble. 
p]pileptiform  cimvuisions  may  be  due  to  the  same  causes,  in  proof  of  which  the 
author  cites  a  series  of  cases  observed  by  himself. — Archivf*  of  Gynacjciogy  am/ 
PcRdiatry,  July,  1890. 

An.rhthftsia  in  Small  Surgical  Operations,  with  Hypnotism  and  Sug- 
ORiTiON. — An  interesting  translation  by  Dr.  Max  Toeplitz,  of  New  York,  of  a 
paper  by  Dr.  Ad.  liarth,  of  Berlin,  cites  examples  of  the  use  of  cocaine  apart 
from  its  anaesthetic  efl'ect  for  chronic  swelling  of  mucous  membranes.  He  says 
that  in  the  be&^inning  the  patient  is  relieved  by  its  use,  but  finally  sensations  of 
general  uneasiness,  frontal  pressure,  tendency  to  sneezing,  want  of  sleep,  are  excited 
by  its  continual  application.  In  such  cases  repeated  swabbings  of  the  nasal  ma- 
coiiH  membrane  with  a  twenty  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  neither  markedly  de- 
creased the  swelling  nor  produced  ansesthesia.  The  remedy  had  a  better  effect 
after  an  intermission  of  a  few  days  without  application.  In  view  of  this  and  like 
experiences  cocaine  cannot  be  recommended  for  continuous  local  treatment  in 
chronic  inllamniation  of  mucous  membrane,  as  little  as  for  internal  medication. 

Dr.  Barth  has  lately  (1888)  tried  hypnosis  for  the  purpose  of  anaesthesia,  which 
has  now  met  with  well-deserved  approval  among  German  scientists.  He  briefly 
mentions  >ome  characteristic  examples  as  they  are  met  in  practice.  A  servant  girl, 
aged  eighteen,  is,  except  for  an  affection  of  the  nose,  otherwise  healthy.  The  tip 
of  the  nose  is  reddened  and  thickened,  the  epidermis  is  rough  and  thrown  off  in 
large  iCcales.  The  n.isal  mucous  membrane  presents  when  examined  at  different 
times  various  swellings  .After  thirteen  days' treatment  the  epidermis  ceased  to 
scale  and  had  become  smooth.  Kedness  and  swelling  were  lessened,  but  had  not 
disappeared  and  seemed  to  emanate  from  a  whitish  swelling  the  size  of  the  head 
of  a  pin  up<in  the  centre  of  the  nasal  dorsum,  having  the  appearance  of  a  small 
transparent .  atheroma.  When  punctured  with  thi>  scalpel  blood  escaped.  Six 
weeks  later  the  swelling  was  excised  in  hypnosis  after  cocaine  cataphoresia.  After 
caiaphoresis  had  acted  for  teu  minutes,  hypnosis  was  brought  about  by  fixing  the 
eyes  upon  a  small,  tmpi)lislied  metal  button  and  by  sugi^estion.  The  procedure 
aftpeared  at  first  to  be  ridiculous  to  the  patient,  who  was  inattentive,  but  finally  she 
fell  fast  asleep  in  less  than  five  minutes,  so  as  to  be  unable  in  spite  of  repeated 
loud  retjuesls  to  open  her  eyes.  The  head  of  the  sitting  patient  was  then  fixed  by 
su^^estion  in  the  positiim  most  convenient  for  operation,  which  was  retained  like 
a  woo(ien  figure  until  the  operation  was  finished.  Washing  of  the  nose  with  sub- 
limate, oval  excisicm  of  a  piece  of  the  skin,  which  contained  the  white  portion, 
and  adjusting  of  subcutaneous  fatty  tissue  with  pointed  scissors.  No  cyst  or  similar 
structures  were  found.  During  the  operation  comparatively  profuse  capillary 
bleeding.  The  patient  did  not  move  during  the  whole  time.  Insertion  of  three 
sutures.  At  the  first  the  eyes  were  opened  and  the  fingers  slightly  moved.  The 
eyes  were  therefore  closed  with  the  following  suggestion:  "Being  asleep  and  in- 
sensible, how  can  you  open  your  eyes?"  After  the  sutures  had  been  applied  while 
she  wuH  quietly  sleeping,  she  was  requested  to  awaken.  8he  looked  around  with 
the  ]>eculiar  dull  glance  of  a  person  aroused  from  natural  sleep.  When  asked 
whether  she  had  felt  anything  or  knew  what  had  been  done  with  her,  at  first  no 
reply  was  made.  But  when  further  questioned  whether  she  knew  that  I  had  in- 
cised and  sewn  her  nose,  she  asserted  that  she  had  felt  everything.  Three  davs 
later  1  asserte<l  that  she  did  not  sleep,  but  had  been  quietly  sitting,  because  she 
thought  she  was  com[)elled.  After  the  small  wound  had  healed,  per prtTOam,  under 
imioform  collodinrn,  the  sutures  were  removed  under  hypnosis.  In  spite  of  the 
request  to  resist  falling  asleep,  hypnosis  took  place  after  less  than  four  minutes,  so 
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a«  to  keep  the  eyes  closed  in  spite  of  loud  requests.  Immediately  after  the  removal 
of  the  third  suture  the  lids  rose  spontaneously.  When  asked  whether  she  had  slept 
this  time  she  replied,  "  No."  "Why  did  you  not  open  your  eyes?"  "  I  could 
not  do  it."  The  face,  moreover,  was  durins^  the  different  procedures  not  moved  in 
ihe  least.  This  wonld  have  been  surely  the  case  in  unpleasant  or  even  painful 
f*ensations.  The  nose  has  now  been  pale  for  several  months,  but  does  not  swell 
any  more.  This  is  in  a  measure  a  school  case,  which  demonstrates  that  even 
moderate  hypnosis  greatly  facilitates  an  operation  for  the  patient  as  well  as  for  the 
flurgcK^n.  The  case  just  related  was  hypnotized  because  of  the  patient's  fear  and 
also  of  the  long  duration  of  the  operation. 

An  entirely  different  cause  for  hypnosis  was  offered  by  the  following  case:  A 
female  patient,  let.  twenty-five,  was  troubled  for  a  long  time  by  mucous  discharge, 
and  principally  by  a  persistent  sensation  f»f  tickling  in  the  thrr)at.  The  faucial  ton- 
sils were  foimd  to  be  considerably  enlarged,  not  toward  the  middle  line,  but  as  flat 
hypertrophies;^  besides  large  granulations  upon  the  posterior  pharyngeal  wall. 
Galvano-caustic  treatment  was  agreed  upon.  The  patient  placed  herself  in  the 
proper  position,  but  just  in  the  moment  when  I  intended  to  introduce  the  instru- 
ments into  her  mouth  they  were  pushed  away  with  a  jerk.  .Although  the  patient 
felt  very  much  ashamed  on  account  of  her  lack  of  self-control,  further  trials  were 
of  no  avail.  In  order  to  attain  my  end,  I  proposed  hypnosis.  As  the  patient  had 
been  formerly  present  at  one  of  Hanson's  performances,  I  omitted  further  sugges- 
tions, and  simply  asked  her  to  fix  her  eyes  on  an  unpolished  metal  button,  while  I 
was  busy  at  my  writing  desk.  After  less  than  five  minutes  she  slept  soundly,  did 
net  answer  when  calle<l,  and  did  not  open  her  eyes  when  requestea  At  the  com- 
mand to  open  the  mouth,  I  used  slight  pressure  downward,  stroked  over  the  region 
of  the  maxillary  joints,  and  suggested  that  the  mouth  could  not  be  closed.  I  then 
introdnced  a  wide  tongue  spatula,  and  cauterized.  At  each  sizzling  of  the  cautery 
the  head  was  slightly  moved  backward,  and  the  hands  rose.  But  when  I  assured 
her,  **  Since  you  are  sleeping  and  not  feeling  anything,  you  should  sit  still,"  the 
hypnosis  remained  undisturbed.  The  hand  was  at  times  slightly  pressed  ag.iinst  the 
forehead  and  eyes  in  order  to  attain  a  better  effect.  I  could  ^hus  remove  the 
swelling  in  several  sittings,  and  greatly  diminish  the  symptoms.  The  patient  did 
not  always  readily  decide  on  hypnosis,  because  this  state  of  weakness  was  apparently 
an  unpleasant  sensation.  She  could,  moreover,  afterwards  state  most  of  what  had 
occurred  and  was  said  during  the  hypnosis. 

In  the  other  two  cases  we  had  to  deal  with  hysterical  persons.  A  piano-teacher, 
»t.  twenty-six,  suffered  from  marked  hysteria,  which  was  influenced  by  domestic 
affairs  and  strenuous  activity.  Apart  from  other  symptoms,  she  was  greatly  troubled 
by  na.sal  obstruction,  to  which  headaches  were  attributed.  The  mucous  membrane 
of  the  turbinated  bodies,  especially  that  of  the  middle,  was  extremely  hvpertrophied, 
so  as  to  fill  almost  entirely  the  nasal  meatuses.  The  left  middle  turbinated  body 
was  sofl  and  flabby,  resembling  a  polypus.  After  brushing  the  nasal  mucous  mem- 
brane with  a  solution  of  cocaine,  I  made  her  fix  her  eyes,  and  suggested.  .The  effect 
was  readily  brought  about;  not,  however,  as  a  sleep-like  condition,  but  after  the 
patient  had  been  sitting  quietly,  like  the  stage  of  excitation  in  beginning  narcosis; 
she  threw  the  head,  arms  and  upper  part  of  the  body  about,  and  exclaimed, ''  I  want 
to  go  home,  I  do  not  need  to  stand  everything,"  etc.,  all  in  the  tone  of  an  ugly  child, 
but  at  the  same  time  looking  around  drowsily.  I  (gently  pressed  the  eyes  together, 
and  talked  energetically  to  her:  "You  have  no  will,  nor  can  you  exert  your  will, 
because  you  are  asleep."  She  beaime  quiet  immediately,  but  some  amvutsions 
appeared  in  the  arms.  I  deprecated  even  that,  saying  that  this  does  not  occur  in 
this  sleep.  The  head  fell  as  if  in  sotmd  sleep  toward  one  side,  and  I  did  not  succeed 
in  steadying  it  by  suggestion,  so  it  had  to  be  held.  Either  lower  turbinated  body 
was  energetically  cauterized,  whereby,  at  the  most,  the  respiration  was  shortly 
retarded  or  more  energetically  performed,  while  no  other  movement  was  noticeable. 
The  patient  was  then  asked  to  awaken.  She  was  breathed  upon  and  the  face  sprinkled 
with  cold  water,  but  without  success.  But  I  succeeded  immediately  by  the  slightest 
pressure  upon  the  hysterical  presstj re- point  in  the  centre  of  the  vertex.  The  patient 
qpened  her  eyes,  and  simultaneously  seizing  her  head  with  both  hands,  exclaimed  : 
'*  A  heavy  load  seemed  to  press  upon  my  head."  She  had  not  the  slightest  idea  of 
what  had  happened  to  her  during  the  hypnosis. 

The  second  hysterical  case  was  a  widow,  »t.  forty-four,  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  DuBois 
Raymond,  because  it  was  supposed  that  the  lachrymation,  lasting  for  months,  was 
caused  from  the  nose.    There  existed,  principally  on  the  side  corresponding  to  the 
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affected  (left)  eye,  large  soft  hypertrophies  of  the  lower  and  middle  turbinated  bodies. 
At  the  6r8t  sitting  I  removed,  under  cocaine  ansesthesia,  the  anterior  end  of  the  lower 
turbinated  body  with  the  galvano-caustic  snare.  At  the  moment  when  Ipnlled  oat 
a  piece  of  the  hypertrophic  tisniie  of  the  size  of  a  small  cherry,  the  patient  fainted, 
fell  to  one  side  and  was  seized  with  convulsions,  although,  as  she  afterwards  stated, 
she  had  not  experienced  the  slightest  pain.  By  slapping  the  face  vigorously  with 
a  cloth  dipped  in  cold  water,  she  soon  recovered  her  senses,  and  was  able  to  go  home. 
There  she  was  seized  on  the  same  day  with  two  attacks  of  convulsions,  from  which 
she  formerly  never  suffered,  although  she  was  subject  to  fainting  spells.  At  the  next 
sitting  I  began  the  hypnosis  immediately  after  cocainization,  which  soon  took  place, 
at  the  beginning  with  slight  movementa  of  the  throat  and  arms,  which  #oon  gave  way, 
upon  suggestion,  to  quiet,  sound  sleep.  There  existed  complete  anesthesia,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  pierce  the  skin  of  the  hands  and  face  with  a  needle  without  the  slightest 
reaction.  After  cauterization  of  the  hypertrophic  mucous  membrane,  it  was  espe- 
cially suggested  that  no  convulsions  would  follow.  In  consequence  of  a  simple 
command,  the  patient  awoke  and  was  able  to  walk  home.  The  convulsions  aid 
not  occur.  At  the  third  sitting  the  convulsions  began  to  appear  during  cocaini- 
zation, but  they  were  cut  short  by  immediate  hypnosis.  At  the  fourth  and  last 
meeting,  therefore,  her  eyes  were  pressed  together  as  soon  as  nhe  was  seated  in  the 
chair,  and  she  was  commanded:  ^  You  must  sleep."  In  a  few  seconds  profound  hyp- 
nosis took  place.  The  nasal  mucous  membrane  was  apparently  profoundly  anaes- 
thetized when  I  commenced  the  application  of  cocaine.  I  will  add  that  also  in  this 
patient  the  head  could  be  easily  steadied  by  suggestion. 

Dr.  Barth  says  that  such  experience  is  quite  encouraging  for  further  experiments, 
although  hypnosis  has  also  its  drawbacks,  among  which  he  emphasizes  especially, 
that  we  do  not,  or  with  difficulty  only,  succeed  in  establishing  hypnosis  in  every 
case.  On  the  other  hand,  hypnotized  persons  may  retain  so  much  psychical  self- 
control  as  to  resist  an  operative  proceaure.  He  continues:  *'  I  do  not,  of  course, 
intend  to  enter  in  detail  into  the  nature  of  hypnotism.  I  rather  recommend  to 
those  who  seek  information  on  the  subject,  Bernheim's  book,  De  la  Suggesiion.et  de» 
8es  AppliccUiona  d  la  Thirapeutique,  second  edition,  Paris,  188S  (translated  into  Eng- 
lish by  Dr.  Herter,  published  by  Putnam's  Sons,  New  York),  which  haa  been  fre- 
quently recommended  by  others. 

"  I  pn>duce  the  hypnosis  according  to  Li^bault-Bernheim,  by  drawing  the  atten- 
tion to  the  idea  of  sleep,  and  I  tried  to  prevent  a  diversion  of  the  mind  by  having 
the  eyes  fixed  upon  an  object.  While  I  thus  laid  the  main  stress  upon  the  sugges- 
tion, it  impressed  me  to  have  a  better  effect,  if  the  person  to  be  hypnotized  was  not 
directly  addressed,  but  a  third  and  entirely  unconcerned  person.  I  have  never  tried 
to  keep  up  hypnosis  for  more  than  ten  minutes,  and  I  believe  that  I  succeed  in 
hypnotizing  more  than  half  of  the  people  jnst  as  they  come  under  treatment.  The 
percentage  will  surely  be  increased  with  further  practice.  According  to  Li^bault, 
lens  than  3  per  cent  of  people  remain  uninfluenced  by  suggestion.  We  can  regu- 
late, to  a  certain  degree,  the  character  and  course  of  hypnosis  by  a  suggestion, 
which  mostly  consists  of  simple,  but  impressive  words,  at  times  of  energetic  com- 
mand. The  patient's  fear  of  an  operation  did  not,  as  a  rule,  appear  to  me  as  being 
an  obstacle  to  the  production  of  hypnosis,  as  is  asserted  by  Masoin,  and  also  by 
Bernlieim  ;  for  I  have  hypnotized  several  extremely  timid  persons.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  surely  patients  whose  mind  is  so  much  enwrapped  by  fear  as  to 
render  the  hypnotizing  influence  without  effect.  Since  we  never  know  beforehand 
how  deep  the  hypnosis  will  become,  and  principally  whether  we  will  succeed  in 
prcxlucing  thereby  aufpsthenia,  I  have  always  simultaneously  used  local  anaesthesia 
in  openuions,  leaving  to  the  hypnosis  only  the  removal  of  the  undesirable  action  of 
the  psyche.  On  inquiries,  it  was  invariably  stated  that  operations  are  not  so 
unpleasant  in  hypnosis  as  with  clear  consciousness.  In  complete  aniesthesia  with 
subsequent  amnesia,  this  is  a  matter,  of  course.  Still  better  results  in  this  direction 
will  be  obtained  by  occupying  the  mind  of  the  hypnotized  person  during  the  opera- 
tion in  a  quiet  but  pleasant  way.  Whether  a  physician  ought  to  hypnotize  patients 
only  in  the  presence  of  others  or  not,  this  coincides,  according  to  my  opinion,  with 
the  question,  whether  he  is  at  all  permitted  to  receive  patients  alone?  I  consider 
an  argument  on  this  matter  as  superfluous.  I  have  never  seen,  as  well  as  Li^bault- 
Bernlieim,  Forel,  Sperling,  Welboeuf,  injurious  eflfects  from  hypnosis,  and  I  believe 
that  their  appearance  is  not  the  fault  of  hypnotism,  but  that  of  the  hypnotizer. 
Jubt  because  very  much  depends  upon  experience  and  practice,  and  because  in  those 
cases,  in  which  injurious  eflPecta  easily  remain  behind,  considerable  medical  know!- 
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edge  is  required,  I  deem  it  necessary  that  the  medical  profeesion  only  practice 
hypnotism.  I  emphasize  the  importance  of  the  fact  that  all  hypnotized  persons 
shonld,  before  awakening,  be  addressed  by  a  suggestion  pointing  to  complete 
good  health.  How  careiul  we  have  to  be  in  our  expression,  is  demouKtrated 
by  the  following  example :  I  suggested  to  an  hysterical  person  before  awakened 
from  hypnosis,  *  When  you  now  awaken,  you  will  not  be  seized  with  convulHions, 
etc. ;  wake  up.'  Hardly  a  minute  after  being  awake,  a  convulsive  attack  Ret  in  in 
the  waiting-room.     When  called,  I  brought,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  patient  into 

3niet,  sound  sleep  by  placing  the  hand  upon  the  eyes  and  forehead,  with  correspon- 
ing  suggestion.  The  suggestion  was  as  follows :  '  You  have  not  formerly  paid  suf- 
ficient attentjpn  to  your  condition  ;  now,  behold  1  You  will  never  have  convulsions, 
neither  to-day,  nor  later,  etc.  Open  your  eyes,  now  !  Wake  up  1 '  whereupon  the 
patient  regained  consciousness  and  quietly  walked  home. 

"  For  the  objects  which  I  have  in  view,  I -concur  entirely  with  Forel,  as  you  may 
infer  from  my  remarks,  that  the  application  of  the  entirely  safe  suggestion  ( 1  do 
not  mention  thedangers  incident  to  its  unskilful,  criminal  or  improper  use)  will, 
no  doubt,  gradually  occupy  the  position  it  deserves  in  therapeutics;  its  indications 
should  be  rendered  more  precise,  and  freed  from  exaggerations,  and  the  correct 
manipulation  should  be  learned.  I,  therefore,  advocate  experiments  with  hypnosis 
in  proper  cases,  being  convinced  that,  also,  in  our  specialty  it  will  secure  for  itself 
a  permanent  place  in  the  diagnostic  and  therapeutic  management  of  hysterical 
deafness,  subjective  noises,  hypenesthesia  and  like  conditions,  as  well  as  in  small 
operations." — Arehives  of  Otology,  April-July,  1890. 
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EcCHYMOfilS  OVER  THE  MASTOID  AS  A  SYMPTOM    OP  CrANIAL  FrACTURE. — In 

his  admirable  lectures  on  *^Some  Points  Relating  to  Injuries  of  the  Head,"  Dr. 
Battle  calls  attention  to  ecchymosis  in  the  region  of  the  mastoid  process  after 
injuries  as  a  symptom  of  fracture  of  the  posterior  fossa  of  the  skull-  Observations 
on  this  subiect  have  led  him  to  the  following  conclusions  respecting  mastoid  ecchy- 
mosis:" That  it  appears  in  the  first  place  in  front  of  the  apex  of  the  mastoid  pro- 
cess; that  it  often  spreads  upwards  over  the  mastoid  in  a  line,  slightly  curved,  and 
with  the  convexity  backwards,  its  direction  being  approximately  that  of  the  outline  ^ 
of  the  external  ear,  from  which  it  is  distant  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch.  At' 
the  end  of  three  or  four  days  after  its  appearance,  it  diffuses  itself  forwards  and 
backwards,  chiefly,  however,  in  the  latter  direction,  being  most  marked  in  the  orig- 
inal line,  and  then  gradually  disappears;  that  it  usually  shows  from  the  third  to 
the  fourth  day  after  the  injury,  but  its  appearance  may  be  delayed  until  the  twelfth 
to  the  fourteenth  day.  If  the  injury  which  is  in  the  occipital  region  is  to  the  right 
of  the  median  line,  the  ecchymosis  will  appear  on  that  side  over  the  anterior  part 
of  the  apex  of  the  mastoid  process ;  that  it  may  be  accompanied  by  cedema  and  ten- 
derness over  the  process;  that  the  duration  of  time  which  elapses  between  the 
receipt  of  the  injurjr  and  the  appearance  of  the  ecchymosis  may  oe  taken  to  some 
extent,  as  an  indication  of  the  distance  of  the  seat  of  fracture  from  the  process,  the 
blood  being  compelled  to  travel  by  a  certain  anatomical  route  in  order  to  reach  the 
surface ;  that  unless  search  be  macle  for  the  extravasation  it  is  very  apt  to  be  over- 
looked, as  the  ear  conceals  it,  especially  if  the  ear  be  large  or  the  head  of  the 
patient  has  not  been  shaved.  Should  the  fracture  have  taken  place  in  the  median 
line  of  the  occipital  bone,  or  should  there  be  two  or  more  lines  of  fracture  diverging 
towards  the  foramen  magnum  from  a  point  in  the  middle  line,  the  extravasation  may 
appear  on  both  sides  at  a  varying  interval. — British  Medical  Journal^  July  12, 1890. 

A  Renal  Calculus  with  an  Unusual  Nucleus.— Kendall  Franks,  reports 
what  is  probably  a  unique  case,  where  after  an  unsuccessful  operation  for  renal  cal- 
culus, he  found  a  stone  in  a  peri-renal  abscess,  the  nucleus  of  which  was  the  pointed 
half  of  an  ordinary  sewing  needle,  which  he  ascertained  the  patient  had  swallowed 
some  17  years  previously.— JffnTisA  Medvcal  Journal,  July  5,  1890. 
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SuccBasFUL  Treatment  op  Intussusception  by  Injection  of  Air. — Drake, 
reports  the  case  of  a  child  7  months  old,  who  while  playing,  suddenly  fell  back  in  a  fit, 
screaming  with  pain.  The  patient  when  first  seen  was  in  a  state  of  collapse,  constantly 
vomiting  and  evidently  in  great  pain.  Some  six  hours  later  the  condition  continued, 
with  blood  and  mucus  discharging  from  the  anus  without  faecal  matter.  Careful  ex- 
amination reveale<i  a  sausage-like  tumor  in  the  right  hypochondriac  region,  evidently 
connected  with  the  intestines,  and  most  distinctly  an  intussuscepted  gnt.  Various 
remedies  having  been  tried  without  effect,  the  bowels  were  carefully  Inflated  with  air 
by  means  of  an  ordinary  small  pair  of  drawing-room  bellows,  when  in  a  few 
minutes  the  intussuscepted  bowel  was  suddenly  felt  to  have  disengaged  itself.  The 
countenance  of  the  child  immediately  changed,  the  collapse,  vomit^pg,  and  dis- 
charge of  blood  and  mucous  gradually  subsided,  and  a  loose  stool  was  voided  in  a 
few  hours.  The  child  made  a  .rapid  recoverv. — British  Medical  Journal,  July  5, 
1890. 

Treatment  of  Hematuria  from  Prostatic  Enlargement. — Harrison,  in 
a  series  of  one  hundred  cases  of  hematuria,  attributes  twenty  to  senile  prostatic 
hypertrophy.  The  bleeding  &s  a  rule  is  not  very  great,  but  recurs  from  time  to 
time  on  the  slightest  provocation,  such  as  cold  and  fatigue.  Some  have  temporary 
attacks  of  bleeding  much  on  the  same  principle  as  others  do  who  suffer  from  piles, 
which  condition  is  known  by  German  writers  as  prostatic  piles.  In  cases  where 
the  bladder  is  capable  of  emptying  itself,  this  symptom  is  merely  a  temporary  one 
and  usually  disap{>ears  with  some  restriction  in  diet  and  a  little  active  purgation. 
In  cases  of  enlarged  prostate  with  an  atonic  bladder  there  is  always  more  or  less 
trouble  connected  with  this  kind  of  bleeding,  the  great  safeguard  against  pnis- 
tatic  haemorrhage  being  the  power  the  bladder  has  of  contracting  and  thus  ex- 
ercising pressure.  In  these  cases  haemostatics  are  of  no  avail ;  the  mechanical  reason 
why  the  bleeding  will  not  cease  must  be  recognized  and  acted  upon.  For  the  purpose 
of  emptying  the  bladder  in  such  cases,  there  is  nothing  like  use  of  the  catheters 
and  aspirators  which  are  employed  in  lithotrity.  Unless  this  is  efiectuallv  done, 
there  is  little  chance  of  restraining  the  haemorrhage. — Medical  Press  arid  Circular, 
July  23,  1890. 

Anjesthisia.— In  an  address  before  the  Tenth  International  Medical  Congress, 
held  at  Berlin,  Wood,  after  carefully  detailing  the  results  of  his  experimenta  with 
ether  and  chloroform  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  chloroform  and  ether  are  capa- 
ble of  paralyzing  the  respiration  and  the  circulation;  that  in  some  cases  one  func- 
tion, in  other  cases  the  other  function,  is  primarily  arrested  ;  but  that  ether  is  less 
prone  to  produce  a  primary  arrest  of  the  heart  than  is  chloroform;  that  certain 
general  facts  or  principles  in  regard  to  anaesthesia  must  be  considered  as  established. 

First.— The  use  of  any  anaesthetic  is  attended  with  an  appreciable  risk,  and  that 
no  care  will  prevent  an  occasional  loss  of  life. 

Second. — That  chloroform  acts  more  promptly  and  much  more  powerfully  than 
ether,  both  upon  the  heart  and  respiratory  centres. 

Third. — The  action  of  chloroform  is  much  more  persistent  and  permanent  than 
that  of  ether. 

Fourth. — That  chloroform  is  capable  of  causing  death  either  by  primarily  arrest- 
ing the  respiration,  or  by  primarily  stopping  the  heart,  but  that  commonly  both 
functions  are  abolished  at  or  about  the  same  time. 

Fifth. — Ether  usually  acts  very  much  more  powerfully  upon  the  respiration  than 
npon  the  circulation,  but  that  occasionally,  and  especially  where  there  is  a  feeble 
heart  action,  ether  is  capable  of  acting  as  a  cardiac  paralyzant,  and  may  produce 
death  by  cardiac  arrest  at  a  time  when  the  respirations  are  fully  maintained.  Pro- 
portionately, chloroform  kills  four  or'five  times  as  frequently  as  does  ether. 

In  discussing  the  treatment  of  the  accidents  of  anaesthesia  the  author  has  found 
by  a  series  of  experiments,  that  of  the  most  frequently  used  remedies  ether,  alco- 
hol, ammonia,  nitrite  of  amyl,  digitalis,  atropine,  and  caffeine,  only  the  digitalis, 
and  ammonia  are  of  real  value,  but  perhaps  the  most  useful  in  chloroform  poisoning 
is  strychnine.  Artificial  respiration,  however,  surpasses  all  other  means  for  the 
restoration  of  life.  The  author  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  use  of  forced  respira- 
tion as  practiced  by  Fell. — Medical  News,  August  9,  1890. 
• 

Excision  op  a  Portion  of  the  Liver. — At  Albert's  Clinic  in  Vienna,  Hoch- 
enegg  removed  a  gall  bladder  containing  fifty-two  stones,  the  walls  being  carci- 
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nomatouB ;  the  liver  wns  carefully  examined  for  metastasis.  But  one  metastatic 
deposit  was  found  near  the  anterior  border  of  the  or^an ;  this  was  removed  and  the 
peritonstim  was  sewn  around  the  wound,  after  which  the  abdomen  was  closed  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  allow  inspection  of  the  wound  in  the  liver.  The  portion  re- 
moved was  one  by  one  and  one-half  inches  in  size.  It  is  now  over  nine  months  since 
the  operation,  and  no  recurrence.  The  case  is  interesting;  because  it  is'believed  to 
be  the  first  where  a  neoplasm  has  been  removed  from  the  liver  successfully. — Medical 
New$,  July  26,  1890. 

A  PowERFUii  Antiseptic. — Potassium  mercuro- cyanide  (KHgCy^)  is  one  of 
the  most  powerful  antiseptics  known  Behring  found  that  one  part  in  60,000  will  en- 
tirely prevent* the  development  of  the  anthrax  bacillus  in  serum.  It  is  soluble  in 
water  and  does  not  precipitate  albumin.  The  lethal  dose  for  Guinea  pigs  is  1 — 150,- 
000  of  the  weight.— 3fe<ftcaZ  arid  Surgical  Reporterj  August  9,  1890. 

Tr^tment  of  Tuberculous  Joints  and  (Jold  Abscesses  by  Iodoform  In- 
jections.—«At  a  recent  meetins;  of  the  German  Surgical  Association,  Bruno  recom- 
mends iodoform  injections  in  the  proportion  of  I  part  iodoform  to  10  or  20  parts  of 
olive  oil  or  glycerine  in  cold  abscesses  and  tubercular  joint  disease,  as  the  iodoform 
coming  in  more  or  less  permanent  contact  with  the  tubercular  granulations,  heals 
the  local  tn)ub1es.  After  aspirating  the  abscess  cavity  he  injects  a  freshly  pre- 
pared and  sterilized  emulsion  of  the  above,  repeating  it  as  often  as  thought  neces- 
sary. After  several  weeks  of  this  treatment  the  cavity  gradually  grows  smaller 
until  at  the  expiration  of  from  2  to  4  months  the  trouble  has  entirely  disappeared. 
Of  100  cases  treated  at  the  Piibingen  Clinic,  including  ten  cases  of  abscess  result- 
ing from  caries  of  the  spine,  80  per  cent,  were  cured.  The  author  also  recommends 
the  above  treatment  in  cases  of  tubercular  empyema. — OentralblaU  fur  Chirurgie^ 
June  21, 1890. 

Injection  of  Filtered  Air  in  the  Diagnosis  of  Ruptured  Bladder. — 
Keen  believes  the  following  method  to  be  of  great  service  in  determining  the  pres- 
ence of  a  rupture  of  the  bladder. 

First. — Introduce  a  catheter  and  empty  the  bladder  of  the  urine  that  it  may  con- 
tain. 

Second. — The  catheter  is  now  connected  with  the  ordinarv  Davidson's  syringe, 
which  has  been  thoroughly  disinfected.  The  distal  end  of  the  syringe  is  covered 
with  a  mass  of  absorbent  cotton. 

The  cotton  prevents  the  entrance  of  germs,  the  same  as  in  culture  tubes.  Air  is 
then  pumped  into  the  bladder.  In  case  no  rupture  is  present,  the  rounded, 
elastic  tympanitic  bladder  will  appear  in  the  hypogastrinm.  Should  a  rupture 
exist,  the  air  will  escape  through  the  rent  into  the  general  peritoneal  cavity,  and 
distend  the  entire  belly.  The  author  has.  as  yet,  not  had  an  opportunity  of  apply- 
ing the  method  in  the  living. — Annals  of  Surgery^  July,  1890. 

The  Sterilization  of  Catgut.— The  present  method  in  vogue  of  preparing 
catgut  proving  not  efficient  as  most  surgeons  can  testify,  Fowler,  after  a  series  of 
carefully  conducted  experiments  has  come  upon  a  method  which  in  all  probability 
will  prove  efficient  without  affecting  the  integrity  of  the  catgut.  His  method  is  as 
follows: 

The  raw  catgut  of  commerce  is  simply  boiled  for  one  hour  in  97  per  cent,  alco- 
hol, the  boiling  point  of  which  is  187°  F.  It  is  afterwards  preserved  in  the  same 
fluid  ;  this  seems  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  gut,  and  lessens  the  tendency  of  the 
strands  to  slip  through  the  hands  while  tying;  also  the  knots  are  not  as  liable  to 
become  loosened.  The  author  also  believes  the  gut  to  become  less  rapidly 
absorbed.  As  to  the  steps  of  the  method  of  preparation,  Fowler  has  found  that  a 
pint  of  alcohol  is  sufficient  for  sterilizing  fifty  metres  of  catgut.  The  latter  is  wound 
upon  an  ordinary  spool  and  placed  in  a  small  fruit  jar,  or  ground  glass  stoppered 
bottle,  the  cover  or  stopper  being  left  loose  or  removed,  and  the  necessary  amount 
of  alcohol  poured  over  it.  This  is  then  placed  in  a  water-bath  or  one  of  the  steam 
milk  sterilizers  in  common  use,  or  any  method  of  boiling  the  alcohol  may  be  em- 
ployed. Should  the  gut  become  reinfected  by  handlins:  or  otherwise,  it  may  be  re- 
sterilized  by  again  boiling  it  without  impairing  its  texture. — Medical  Record,  August 
16,  1890. 

Treatment  of  Obstinate  Constipation  by  Dilatation  of  the  Anus.— In  the 
Annaksde  Therapeuiique  Medico- Chirurgicales,  March,  1890,  Monod  relates  in  detail 
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the  history  of  two  cases,  in  which  this  operation  was  performed  with  marked  snccess. 
In  the  first  case,  a  woman,  forty-five  years  old,  had  suffered  for  some  years  with  di- 
gestive troubles,  which  she  thought  were  due  to  a  tumor  of  the  bowel.  Digestion 
was  disturbed  by  swelling  of  the  belly  and  eructations,  with  a  feeling  of  weight  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  with  constipation  alternating  with  dlarrhcea. 
On  examination  of  the  rectum,  Monod  found  that  the  tumor  was  an  enormous  lump 
of  hardened  fteces,  the  presence  of  which  had  not  been  suspected,  because  there  had 
been  no  sign  of  ol)8truction  of  the  bowels  recognizable  by  the  patient  as  the  faecal 
matter,  rendered  fluid  by  repeated  purgatives,  slip()ed  over  the  hard  mas».  After 
dilating  the  anus  instrumentallv,  the  mass  referred  to  was  broken  up  with  the  fin- 
gers and  removed,  together  with  a  vast  number  of  scybala.  A  laxative  given  io 
from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours,  completed  the  clearing  out.  As  six  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  operation,  and  the  patient  ha^  had  no  return  of  her  troubles, 
there  is  some  ground  for  regarding  it  as  curative.  Of  course,  however,  c&refal 
instructions  were  given,  regarding  the  regulation  of  the  diet. 

In  the  second  cane,  a  woman,  fifty  years  of  age,  suflTered  with  habitual  constipa- 
tion and  various  digestive  troubles  brought  about  by  It .  The  use  of  repeated  injec- 
tions and  laxatives,  or,  in  their  absence,  the  passage  through  the  rectum  of  hard, 
feecal  matters,  had  induced  a  condition  of  habitual  irritability  of  the  anus,  never, 
however,  amoimting  to  the  cutting  pain  of  fissure.  Monod  clilated  the  anus  ana 
the  patient's  distressing  symptoms  disappeared,  and  gradually  she  was  able  to  do 
without  laxatives. 

Monod  says,  these  are  not  the  only  cases  of  the  kind  he  could  cite.  They  are 
sufficient,  however,  to  illustrate  the  fact  that  some  cases  of  constipation  depend  on 
a  local  removable  lesion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  rectum  and  of  the  margin  of  the 
anus,  which  can  be  remedied  by  dilatation.  This  treatment  must  necessarily  have 
a  limited  range  of  applicability,  but  it  certainly  appears  worthy  of  consideration  in 
the  management  of  cases  in  which  constipation  is  the  result  of  habitual  spasm  of 
the  sphincter  ani,  set  up  by  hvmorrhoidp,  fissure,  ecKema,  or — as  apparently  in  the 
first  case — by  an  impassable  ball  of  hardened  faeces. — Medical  Age,  July  10,  1890. 

Case  op  Complete  Paraplegia  Cubed  by  Operation. — At  the  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Neurological  Association,  Dr.  F.  X.  Dercum  presented  a  middle- 
aged  man  with  the  following  history  in  brief:  The  patient  '  ad,  in  1887,  suffered 
severe  pain  in  the  arms  and  shoulders.  The  pain  had  apf>eared  to  be  referred  to  the 
principal  nerve  tracts.  Soon  after  this  he  lost  power  in  his  legs.  Then  about  Oc- 
tober, 1H88,  in  addition  to  the  paraplegia,  there  was  loss  of  sensibility  with  con- 
stricting pains  about  the  upper  portion  of  the  chest.  There  was  also  complete 
paralysiR  of  both  sphincters.  Examination  had  revealed  the  fact  that  the  man's  back 
was  quite  painful  over  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  vertebne.  Thinking  that 
there  might  be  some  local  cause  for  the  paralysis,  Dercum  called  others  in  consulta- 
tion. It  was  agreed  that  the  case  was  one  in  which  trephining  should  be  tried.  The 
spines  of  the  arches  of  the  first  to  the  fifth  dorsal  vertebne  inclusive  were  accordingly 
removed.  The  dura  was  found  somewhat  abnormally  resistant  to  the  touch,  and  was 
opened.  Adhesions  existed  between  the  dura  and  pia.  After  the  operation,  which 
the  man  had  borne  well,  he  had  at  once  said  that  his  pain  was  absent.  A  few  days 
afterwards  he  was  able  to  feel  at  the  foot  when  touched.  Then  he  was  sensible  that 
his  hands  were  cold,  and  was  able  in  a  few  days  more  to  move  his  toes.  There  had 
been  a  very  gradual  and  steady  progress  towards  complete  recovery.  He  had  also 
regained  control  of  his  sphincters.  Whether  the  result  was  to  be  attributed  to  local 
relief  from  pressure  or  to  reaction  from  shock  of  the  surgical  operation,  the  speaker 
did  not  venture  to  suggest.  The  paraplegia  was  pn>bably  the  result  partly  of 
pressure  and  partly  of  myelitis. — Journ.  of  MeiUaland  Nervous  Diseases,  August,  1890. 

Treatment  of  Varices  with  Coagulating  Injections.— For  the  purpose 
of  curing  varices,  Dr.  D.  Molliere  uses  the  following  solution:  Pure  iodine,  1.0; 
tannin,  9-0;  distilled  water,  10.0.  This  fluid  when  injected  does  not  cauterize, 
but  merely  coagulates  the  blood.  The  patient  must  walk  about  for  a  half-hour 
before  the  operation  in  order  that  the  varices  may  swell  up.  A  bandage  is  then 
applied  below  the  point  of  injection.  He  then  injects  with  a  syringe  having  a 
double  canula  a  few  drops  of  the  solution  into  the  dilated  vein.  The  point  of  punc- 
ture is  then  covered  with  iodoform  collodion.  The  constricting  bandage  is  allowed 
to  remain.  The  patient  keeps  at  absolute  rest  for  fourteen  days. — Lyon  Medioak 
13,  1890. 
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Bbitish  MKDiciNAii  PLANTS. — In  the  August  ifomcBopoMie  PAymemn,  Dr.  Alfred 
Heath  continues  his  description  of  British  medicinal  plants,  from  which  we  excerpt 
as  follows: 

Hdld>oru8  Viridit. — Prodaces,  among  other  symptoms,  ringing  and  roaring  in 
the  ears,  with  feeling  of  stoppage;  violent  itching  in  the  nose,  with  freanent  and 
▼iolent  sneezing,  from  application  to  the  parts,  pricking  on  the  tongne,  relieved  by 
rinsing  with  water.  At  first  a  profuse  secretion  of  saliva  and  mucus  in  the  mohth, 
soon  followed  by  a  feeling  of  dryness  and  of  warmth  in  the  pharynx  and  stomach, 
which  gradually  becomes  a  dullburning.  Abdomen  sensitive  and  difstended.  Pro- 
fuse diarrhcea,. with  intense  colic  and  tenesmus.  Great  nausea  and  inclination  to 
▼omit.  Violent  headache  ar\d  thirst.  A  condition  bordering  on  torpor,  lasting  the 
whole  night  and  preventing  refreshing  sleep.     Heat  at  times  over  the  whole  body. 

HelUboruB  FcUidus. — The  leaves  are  said  to  have  extraordinary  powers  to  a  remedy 
for  worms.  The  root  is  foetid,  has  a  bitter  taste,  and  is  so  acrid  that,  if  chewed,  it 
will  excoriate  the  mouth.  It  is  purgative  or  emetic,  and  very  injurious  in  large  doses. 
It  produces  violent  vomiting  and  purging,  with  pain  in  the  stomach,  soreness  of  the 
mouth  and  throat;  colic,  fatal  convulsions  and  swooning;  falling  off  of  the  hair  and 
of  the  nails  of  the  fingers  and  toes;  peeling  of  the  scarf-skin  of  the  whole  of  the 
body;  restless  sleep;  profuse  discharges  from  the  ulcerated  surfaces  by  applying 
the  drug ;  difficulty  in  reading  in  the  evening  by  candlelight  for  four  days. 

HeUd>oni8  Niger, — The  ancients  esteemed  this  plant  as  a  powerful  remedy  in 
mania.  In  more  recent  times  it  has  been  used  as  a  drastic  purgative,  and  in  smaller 
doses  as  a  diuretic  and  emmenagogue,  also  in  mania,  coma,  dropsy,  worms  and  psora. 
It  produces  melancholy ;  taciturnity ;  excessive  and  almost  mortal  anguish ;  nostalgia, 
attended  with  melancholy,  loss  of  appetite  and  sleep;  indolence;  sobbing;  lamenta- 
tion; obstinate  silence;  mistrust;  stupidity;  weakness  of  memory;  involuntary 
watery  diarrhoea,  colic,  urging,  straining  and  vomiting;  suppression  of  the  menses; 
drowsiness,  constant  somnolence,  torpid  sleep;  ulcers  and  various  skin  troubles; 
suppression  of  urine,  over-distension  of  the  bladder,  frequent  urging  to  urinate,  with 
scanty  discharge;  sudden,  watery  swelling  of  the  whole  body,  anasarca. 

AquUegia  VidgarU  (Columbine). — Formerly  employed  for  eruptions  of  the  skin, 
jaundice,  scurvy.  It  is  very  similar  to  secale  cornutum  in  its  action  in  child-birth. 
It  is  used  in  Spain  as  a  remedy  for  stone. 

Accidental  Pbovtno  op  Atropine.—**  Carl,  the  two  and  one-half  year-old  child 
of  Dr.  H.  S.  Reincke,  dentist,  at  4  p.m.  took  a  portion  of  a  teaspoonfnl  of  solution 
of  atropine,  two  grains  to  the  ounce.  At  half-past  5  found  him  with  :  Pupils  widely 
dilated ;  face  and  whole  body  scarlet  red,  with  peculiar  white  spot  on  pressure ; 
very  hot,  no  thirst;  mental  condition  one  of  great  excitement;  sudden  crying  out  as 
if  pained  and  frightened :  pushing  himself  away  from  his  mother;  after  being  quiet 
for  a  moment  would  kick  vigorously  with  feet  and  jerk  the  hands  and  arms,  and 
begin  a  fretful  cry,  which  would  last  for  a  few  minutes,  when  it  would  subside ;  ina- 
bility to  sleep;  moist  skin ;  frequent  urination  toward  4  p.m.    Symptoms  began  to 
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suhgide  al)oiit  5  A.M.  Would  sleep  for  half  an  hooFf  then  wake  with  cryin)^  spell: 
redness  of  skin  continued  some  thirty-six  hours;  constipation  (unnsual  for  this  child] 
followed."— Dr.  Z.  T.  Miller,  Medical  Advonety  August. 

Proving  of  Jacaranda  Gualakdai. — "Dr.  Jose  M.  Ueyes,  of  Bogota,  8.  A., 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  at  the  request  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Con  vers,  took  the  mother  tincture 
and  dilution  of  guahtndai.  On  the  2d  and  3d  of  January,  18*^5  he  took  twelve  drops 
of  the  tincture,  prepared  from  the  dry  leaves,  and  heonlv  felt  at  night  pain  between 
the  sacrum  and  coccyx.  On  the  4th  he  took  twenty -six  drops  and  only  felt  vertigo 
on  raising  the  head  after  stooping,  with  momentary  Ioas  of  sight,  and  weight  on  the 
forehesid.  On  tlie  5th  he  took  two  grammes  twice  a  day,  and  he  continued  taking 
the  same  dose  until  the  9th  without  feeling  but  a  diminution  of  memory.  On  the 
10th  he  cornmenr'ed  to  take  five  srrarames  twice  a  day,  and  on  the  11th  a  diarrhcea, 
of  a  dark  mulberry  color,  made  its  apf>earance,  which  persisted  until  the  end  of  the 
proving.  On  the  13th  he  took  ten  grammes  without  any  other  symptoms  than  an 
increase  in  the  diarrhoea.  From  this  date  until  the  16th  he  took  ten  grammes  every 
twelve  hours,  with  only  the  mulberry-colored  stools,  debility  of  memory  and  a  great 
deal  of  pain  in  the  glans  penis.  On  the  24th  of  February  he  began  to  lake  the  3x 
dilution,  twelve  drojw  every  twelve  hourw,  and  on  the  following  day  he  experienced 
pain  and  irritation  in  the  eyes,  which  became  re<l,  with  a  sensation  as  if  there 
were  sand  between  the  lids  and  the  ball  of  the  eve.  The  ophthalmia  was  woree 
in  the  left  eye ;  but  both  eyes  became agsrlutinated  during  the  night  by  the  excef^ive 
secretion  of  the  meil>omian  glands.  After  two  days  he  felt  pain  in  the  larynx  on 
reading  and  on  langhinfr,  and  swelling  of  the  left  tonsil.  On  the  2Sth  he  discontin- 
ued the  experiment,  getting  slowly  better  of  everything  except  the  diarrhcea-  On 
the  2d  of  March  he  again  t<x)k  the  3x,  with  a  reappearance  of  the  ophthalmia.  To 
cure  the  diarrhoea  arsenic  12  was  insufficient,  but  it  disappeared  under  mercurius 
solubilis." — Homceopathie  Recorder^  July. 

AcciDKNTAL  PROVTNO  OF  STRAMONIUM. — Dr.  Z. T.  Miller,  in  the  August  Medi- 
cal Adt^ncCy  relates  the  following :  Boy,  eight  vears  old,  ate  some  stramonium  seed. 
Complained  first  of  drvness  of  throat,  then  followed — pupils  dilatefl,  eyes  bright, 
skin  cool.  Hilarious  laughing.  Sudden  jerking  of  head  to  one  side  as  if  to  see 
something.  Imagined  he  had  a  sore  finger,  and  motioned  as  if  he  were  unwrapping 
a  rag  that  he  thousht  was  bound  around  it.  Would  answer  questions  irrelevantly, 
then  laugh  and  engage  himself  with  his  hallucinations.  Fear  or  fright  at  some 
imaginary  thing  or  person  was  ever  present.  Symptoms  lasted  from  4  P.M.  until 
next  morning. 

Anthrax  and  ANTHRACiNB.~Dr.  P.  Dufresne,  of  France,  is  publishing  in 
L'Arl  Medical,  a  series  of  articles  under  the  heading  of  **  Historic  de  I'Homoeo- 
pathie,"  mostly  taken  from  the  life  ol  his  father.  After  reviewing  the  disease 
known  as  anthrax,  he  states  that  in  1834,  a  farmer,  aet.  40,  came  under  the  care  of 
his  father.  Symptoms:  considerable  swelling  in  the  left  cervical  region;  at  the 
centre  a  tumor  surmounted  by  a  gangrenous  areola  and  surrounded  by  a  vesicular 
eruption.  General  condition  bad,  prestation,  fever,  cold,  sweats,  etc.  Diagnosis: 
Anthrax.  He  gave  anthracine  lOx  dil.  internally,  using  at  the  same  time  cold 
applications  of  alcohol  and  anthracine.  The  next  day  an  amelioration  began.  In 
two  weeks  the  patient  was  presented  to  the  meeting  of  the  Socidt^  Gallicanc  and 
in  a  few  days  more  was  completely  healed  and  cured.  Again,  in  1836,  two  brothers, 
shepherds,  came  to  Dr.  Dufresne  both  having  contracted  anthrax  from  sheep.  Not- 
withstanding that  the  tumor  in  one  case  had  been  incised  and  cauterized  with  sul- 
phuric acid,  it  had  reappeared  surrounded  with  new  vesicles.  In  the  other  case, 
the  disease  showing  itself  later,  no  cauterization  was  done.  Anthracine  was  used 
internally  and  externally  in  the  same  dilution.  Not  only  were  both  cured  in  five 
days  but  Dr.  Dufresne  collected  the  fluid  from  the  pustules  of  one  of  the  patients 
and  after  having  dynamized  it,  gave  orders  to  administer  this  to  the  infected  sheep, 
as  it  had  l)een  stated  that  the  disease  was  making  terrible  havoc  in  the  flock.  Since 
its  administration  no  sheep  were  lost. 

Belladonna  in  Headache. — Dr.  C.  E.  Fisher  reports  the  cure  of  a  headache 
occurring:  in  a  little  girl  after  mental  excitement  with  a  single  dose  of  bdladonna  3x. 
Iris  had  been  given  for  an  hour  unsuccessfully  under  the  supposition  that  the  head- 
ache was  jrastric  in  origin.  Symptoms:  Face  pale  and  cool;  hands  and  wrists  cold 
and  clammy ;  headache  slightly  relieved  for  a  moment  by  pressing  against  the  table, 
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or  other  hard  substance;  (>ain  or  ache  confined  to  the  foiehead  or  top  of  head  ;  pain 
BO  intense  as  to  cause  the  patient  to  cry  out. — Southern  Journal  of  Homceopathyy 
June. 

Remedies  fob  Traumatic  Detachment  of  the  Retina.— For  this  affection, 
Dr.  Daniel  Parenteau  says  he  has  found  atropinum  sulph.,  glunoine  and  iache^iis  the 
most  efficient  remedies. — Recue  Horn.  Fran^aiae, 

PH06FHOBX7S  IN  Pain  Beneath  Stebkum. — Mrs.  F.  suffers  from  a  pain  beneath 
the  middle  of  the  sternum  since  walking  rapidly  against  a  west  wind  three  months 
ago.  It  is  felt  as  well  while  she  in  sitting  down  as  when  she  is  in  motion.  Sensitive- 
ness to  pressure  is  found  where  the  pain  is  felt.  Pulse  rapid,  bu(  no  other  abnor- 
mality can  be  found  by  the  most  careful  examination.  After  receiving  phosphoma  6, 
she  remained  free  from  the  pain  for  two  weeks  when  the  pain  and  sensitiveness  to 
contact  returned.  With,  the  pain  she  has  a  sensation  as  though  gas  would  rise  from 
epigastrium.  PhoaphoTua  3.  In  a  week  all  traces  of  her  ailment  had  disappeared. 
—\)r,  Kunkel  in  AUgem,  Himaop.  Zeitung,  July  24,  1890. 

Aubum  in  Aphth.£. — Mrs.  F.,  set.  30,  has  been  suffering  since  her  twentieth 
year  with  aphth»  which  develop  in  the  mouth,  on  the  hard  palate  and  on  the 
tongue.  Frequent  bad  taste,  bad  smelling  breath,  constipation,  much  mucus  in' 
mouth,  B .  Aurum,  3,  a  dose  morning  and  evening. — Nine  days  later  she  reported 
herself  cured. — Dr.  Kunkel  in  AUgem,  Bomoeop.  &Uungy  July  24,  1890. 

Some  Remedies  for  the  Nose,  Throat  and  Larynx.— From  an  article  in  the 
July  Journal  of  Opthaimology,  Otology  and  Laryngology^  on  **  Therapeutics  and  Clini- 
cal Data  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose,  Throat  and  Larynx,"  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Terry,  we  ab- 
stract the  following : 

Cinnabaris— Pathological  Indications :  Ch  ron  ic  and  sub-acute  nasal  catarrl  i .  Sy ph  - 
ilitic  rhinitis.  Post-nasal  catarrh.  Ozaena.  C/mioa/;  Lumps  of  dirty  yellow  mucus 
are  discharged  from  the  posterior  nares.  Coryza,  with  lameness  of  the  thighs  and 
aching  in  the  small  of  the  back.  Nasal  catarrh,  sub-acute  and  chronic,  with  pain 
about  the  root  of  the  nose,  extending  into  the  bones  on  each  side.  Characteristic : 
Sensation  on  bridge  of  the  nose  as  if  touched  by  a  metal.  Uneasy  creeping  and 
pressive  sensation  about  ossa  nasi,  as  from  heavy  spectacles  (compare  kali  bichro- 
micum.) 

CoraUium  Rubrum — Paihological  Indications:  Coryza.  Epistazls.  (Jlceration  of 
wing  of  nose  (right.)  Post  nasal  catarrh.  Clinical :  Paintul  ulcer  in  right  nostril, 
sensation  as  if  the  nasal  bones  were  pressed  asunder.  Violent  coryza,  discharge 
resembling  molten  tallow.  Profuse  secretion  of  mucus  through  posterior  nares, 
obliging  to  hawk  frequently.  Kpistaxis  from  one  side  (at  night)  (calcarea,  right 
side). 

£/a/>8— Pci^Ao/o^'oa/ /Tu/ico^toiu ;  Na80-pharyngeal  catarrh.  Epistaxis.  Obstruc- 
tion. Ozsena.  Anosmia.  Fluent  coryza.  Chronic  rhinitis,  plugs  and  scabs.  Clini- 
cal: Subject  to  nosebleed,  eruption  about  nose,  pain  in  nose  and  forehead,  skin  dry 
and  hot,  but  complains  of  feeling  cold.  Stoppage  of  nose  high  up  and  dull  aching 
in  forehead,  bad  smell  in  nose,  pharynx  scabby,  cracked  and  dry ;  nosebleed,  pain 
from  root  of  nose  to  ears  on  swallowing,  no  smell.  Chronic  ozsena  and  nasal 
catarrh  complicated  with  obstruction  in  breathing,  plugs  of  dry  mucus,  scabs  green- 
ish or  blood -streaked,  pain  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  and  anosmia. 

Graphites^ PathologvBal  Indications:  Ozfeua.  Eczematous  eruptions  (moist.) 
Tendency  to  fissures  and  cracking  of  the  skin.  lierpetism.  Tendency  to  obesity. 
Erysi|)elas  of  the  face,  with  ulcers  about  the  nose  and  mouth.  Clinical:  Nasal  ca- 
tarrh, frequently  with  dryness  of  the  nose,  but  great  soreness,  with  formation  of  scabs, 
a  kind  of  ozena  with  bad  odor,  the  nostrils  externally  ulcerated,  cracked  in  the  cor- 
ners and  bleeding.  Eczema  about  the  nose  and  mouth,  with  cracks  in  the  corners 
of  the  lips  and  wmgs  of  the  nose.  Pimples  or  comedones  on  nose.  Black  pores. 
Characteristic :  Sujell  acme,  cannot  tolerate  the  smell  of  flowers. 

Hydrastis— Pathological  Indications :  A  catarrhal  drug,  with  affinity  for  the  mucous 
membranes,  with  profuse  discharges  and  ulcerations.  In  scrofulous  children 
attainted  with  marasmus.  Diphtheria  of  the  nose  (locally  applied).  Clinical:  Nasal 
discharge,  watery,  excoriating,  with  burning,  rawness  of  the  throat.  Catarrh  mostly 
in  the  posterior  nares,  with  obstruction,  headache,  and  the  discharge  dropping  in  the 
pharynx.  Ozsena  with  bloody  discharge;  ulceration  of  the  septum  nasi,  easily 
bleeding  when  touched.     Yellow,  greenish,  oflensive  discharge  in  hypertrophic 
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catarrh.     Chararieristie :  Discharge  of  thick  yellow  matter.    The  thick,  tenacioos 
secretion  from  poHterior  nares  dropping  into  the  pharynx. 

lodium — Patholoyieal  Indicatuma:  Scrofulous  constitutions.  A  swollen,  painfal 
nose  accompanies  generally  the  internal  inflammation  in  chronic  cases.  The 
mucous  membranes  are  as  much  aflected  as  the  glandular  system.  CLinieal:  A  very 
valuable  remedy  in  acute  fluent  coryca ;  the  discharge  is  hot,  the  nose  becomes  sore, 
headache  at  the  root  of  the  nose  and  over  the  frontal  sinuses.  The  attack  is  attended 
with  sneesing,  fever,  etc.  In  sub-acute  and  chronic  catarrhs,  discharge  foetid,  dm^ 
swollen  and  painful.  Catarrh  of  the  noBe  and  Eustachian  tubes,  witn  thin,  white 
discharge  and  Rtoppasre  of  the  nose.  Characteristic:  Coryza,  nose  stopped  up,  worste 
evening,  being  fluent  in  open  air.  Fluent  coryza,  glassy  mucus,  fluent  like  water, 
with  much  sneezing. 

Remedies  tor  the  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis.— Dr.  P.  Jonsset,  in 
speaking  of  the  remedies  for  this  aflection,  refers  to  the  following :  "  Drosera,  which 
in  animals,  provokes  chronic  cough  with  loss  of  flet>h  and  even  tubercles,  becomes  a 
therapeutic  agent  to  calm  the  cough,  increase  the  strength  of  the  patient  and  insti- 
tute a  continuous  improvement  in  the  general  condition.  It  should  be  employed 
in  quite  large  doses,  either  the  plant  extract  or  twenty-drop  doses  of  the  tincture. 
Even  if  the  dnwera  does  not  cure,  it  has  a  very  certain  palliative  action,  especially 
when  the  cough  is  paroxysmal  and  when  accompanied  by  tickling  in  the  throat 
and  vomiting.  It  haa  a  decided  action.  In  ninety-seven  cases  out  of  one  hundred, 
the  cough  loHt  its  spasmodic  character  and  the  titillation  disappeared.  .  .  .  The 
treatment  by  iodide  of  arsenic,  6th  dil.,  and  phosphate  of  lime,  (jth  dil.,  praised  by 
Dr.  Martiny,  has  also  given  g(XKi  resulta.  One  remedy  is  given  twice  one  day, 
and  the  other  twice  the  second  day.  Dr.  JouHset  recommends  arnica,  aconite,  mil- 
lefolium and  ipecacuanha  for  heemoptysis;  hyos.  nig.  for  the  nocturnal  cough  and 
tickling  in  the  throat;  phos  acid  for  the  debilitating  diarrhcea,  and  silica,  high, 
for  the  hectic  fever.— iier.  Horn.  Beige,  No.  II,  1890. 

CoNiuM  Maculatum  in  Cough. — Dr.  J.  Murray  Moore,  in  the  August  AfoiMy 
Horrur^ixithic  Review^  reports  a  number  of  cures  of  **  irritative  uvular  throat  ooagh," 
with  conium  maculatum. 

A  Conium  Cough  Confirm  ath»n.— -Dr.  R.  C.  Mark  bam  has  twice,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  coughH,  verified  the  conium  symptom :  **  Beating  stitchj  with  pain  in  the 
upper  and  left  part  of  the  chest,  toward  the  centre  of  the  chesL" — MeduxU  AdvaneCy 
August. 

Clinical  Confirmation  of  Conium  Cough  Symptoms.— Dr.  J.  Murray  Moore 
reporus  the  cure  of  the  following  conium  cough  symptoms,  in  a  series  of  ca.<ies :  (1.) 
Frequent  hawking  of  mucus ;  (2.)  Itching  in  the  throat,  with  irritation  to  a  hack- 
ing cough;  (3.)  Scraping  in  the  throat,  with  cough  at  night;  (4.)  Cough  almost 
only  when  tirst  lying  down,  during  the  day  or  evening;  he  was  obliged  to  cough 
it  out,  after  which  he  had  rest;  (5.)  Much  tickling  in  the  throat,  with  provocation 
to  dry  cough  while  sitting;  (6.)  Cough  as  from  tickling  in  the  middle  of  the  ster- 
num,'with  and  without  expectoration;  (7.)  Whooping  cough  and  dyspnoea;  (8.) 
('ough  very  much  aggravated  by  lying  down ;  in  the  beginning,  many  shocks  of 
coughing  Hs  if  he  would  vomit;  constant  severe  cough  in  the  evening  on  going  to 
sleep.— ^Jonthly  Honuxopalhic  Review^  August. 

A  New  Indication  for  Kali  Bichromicum.— Dr.  John  Storer,  after  reciting 
the  cure  of  a  (ihrouic  case  of  asthma,  always  brought  on  by  coitus,  with  kali  hi- 
chromicum  cm.snys:  *'  I  know  of  no  remedy  that  has  'asthma  caused  by  and  always 
followed  by  coitus.'     Kali  bichromicum  certainly  relieved  the  symptom." — Medical 

Advance,  August. 

CoRALLiUM  RuBRUM  IN  AsTHMA. — Dr.  J.  A,  Terry  cured,  with  corallium  30,  a 
case  of  chronic  asihum  in  a  phlethoric  and  sanguineous  woman,  with  dry,  spas- 
modic congh,  glairy  expectoration  and  subject  to  posterior  nasal  catarrhs  with  one- 
sided epistaxis.     The  case  has  remained  well  up  to  date. — Jownal  of  Ophthalmology^ 

Otolorjy  and  Larynyoiogyf  July. 

Kalmia  for  Symptoms  due  to  Mitral  Disease — An  Extraordinary 
Case. —  Dr.  Pn»eil  in  Jieime  H(mi.  Belg,  No.  10,  records  the  case  of  a  boy,  13  years, 
who  suflered  very  much  from  headache  and  weakened  memory,  so  that  he  was 
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unable  to  continue  his  stndies,  the  condition  proceeding  from  insufficiency  of  the 
mitral  valves.  Kalmia  lati/olia  1  cent,  dil.,  was  given  three  times  a  day.  Slight  im- 
provement followed  after  three  days,  and  in  seven  days  great  amelioration  was  noted. 
The  remedy  was  discontinued  three  days,  when  it  was  resumed  in  the  2d  cent,  dil., 
morning  and  evening,  with  very  rare  recurrences  of  the  headache.  Xhe  kalmia  was 
then  given  in  the  3d  each  morning  for  seven  days.  Complete  subsidence  of  the 
symptoms  followed,  notwithstanding  the  pereiHtent  organic  heart  lesion.  The  remedy 
was  only  used  two  months :  now,  8even  months  from  that  time,  the  boy  continues 
his  studies  without  annoyance. 

Action  of  SyzigiumJamboijAnum  upon  Artificially-produced  Diabetigs. 
— Dr.  Graeser  has  made  some  experiments  in  the  laboratory  of  Professor  Binz  at 
Bonn,  with  the  extract  of  this  drug.  He  gave  2.5  gr.  to  4.8  gr.  of  phloridzine  per 
diem,  to  young  dogs,  weighing  2  kilo.  700  grammes  to  4  kilo.  800  grammes.  In  the 
proportion  of  1  gr.  per  kilogramme  weight  of  6ach  dog.  He  was  thus  able  to  pro- 
duce excretion  of  sugar  amounting  from  589  gr.  to  1  kilo.  245  gr.  in  24  to  36  hours. 

In  every  case  of  artificial  diabetes  syzigium  jambolanum  caused  the  quantity  of 
sugar  to  diminish  in  a  proportion  of  ^j  of  the  quantity  excreted  and  the  duration 
has  been  equally  reduced.  'Those  researches  demonstrated  also  that  syzigium  could 
be  employed  in  sufficiently  large  doses  without  any  trouble.  The  daily  dose  in  this 
case  has  been  16  to  18  grammes. — VArt  Medical,  August,  1890. 

RoBiNiA  IN  Dyhpepsia. — **  Bobinia  has,  in  my  hands,  often  cured  a  group  of 
dyspeptic  symptoms,  difierentiated  by  the  intensely  acid  or  sour  eructations  of  fluid. 
The  symptom,  *The  fluid  vomited  is  so  sour  that  the  teeth  are  set  on  edge,'  may 
be  regarded  as  a  kevnote  for  robinia  pseud o  acacia.'' — J.  Murray  Moore,  British 
Monthly  Bomaopathic  Beview,  A  ugust. 

Antimonium  crud.  in  Weak  Digestion.— K  ,  male,  aet.  70,  complains  of  weak 
digetttion  ;  must  avoid  potatoes,  cooked  meat  and  peas.  Cannot  stand  the  heat  of  the 
sun  or  moist  and  warm  weather.  Occa.'iional  attacks  of  sleepiness  during  the  day. 
Tongue  moderately  coated.  At  times  has  great  thirst  and  de«>ire  for  sour  drinks. 
B.  antim.  crud.,  10,  a  dose  every  seventh  day.  Kapid  improvement  set  in,  and 
ultimately  he  was  entirely  cured. — Dr.  Kunkel,  Allgem.  Homceop.  Zeilung, 
July  24,  1890. 

Remedies  for  Constipation.— In  the  July  Medical  Advance,  Dr.  H.  P.  Holmes, 
says:  Among  the  many  remedies  useful  in  the  treatment  of  constipation,  I  will 
give  what  1  consider  the  twelve  principal  ones:  .£sculu8, alumina,  bryonia,r!alcarea, 
causticum,  graphites,  lycopodium,  natrum  muriaticum,  nux  vomica,  opium,  sepia 
and  silica. 

.jEtKulus  is  useful  in  those  cases  attended  with  piles,  prolapsus  ani  and  pruritus. 
Constant,  ineffectual  urging  to  stool ;  the  stools  are  large,  hard,  dry  and  dark ;  dry- 
ness, heat  and  constriction  in  the  rectum,  which  feels  aa  if  full  of  sharp  sticks.  The  last 
of  the  stool  may  be  of  the  proper  consistency,  followed  by  burning  and  constriction 
of  the  rectum.    Severe  lumbosacral  backache. 

Alumina, — The  keynote  of  this  remedy  is  torpor.  Atony  of  the  eoldn  and  rectum. 
Inactivity  of  the  rectum,  even  a  soft  stool  requires  great  straining.  There  is  no  desire 
for  a  stool,  nor  an  ability  to  pass  one  until  the  bowel  is  loaded  full.  Stools  hard  and 
like  putty,  sticking  to  the  rectum.  The  passage  from  the  rectum  may  be  accompa- 
nied by  blood,  while  the  straining  at  stool  causes  a  flow  of  urine.  Long-lasting 
pains  in  the  rectum  after  stool.  Alumina  is  useful  in  the  constipation  of  dd  people, 
and  in  our  most  stubborn  cases  where  torpor  or  atony  of  the  parts  is  the  principal 
symptom. 

Qilcarta. — The  stools  are  dry,  knotty,  difficult,  of  a  ehaJky  appearance.  Fre- 
quently indicated  in  children,  especially  during  dentition.  Hard,  large,  partially 
undigested  stools.  There  is,  at  times,  an  oozing  of  fluid  from  the  rectum  smelling 
like  herring- brine.  Useful  in  leixo-phlegmatic  people ;  tissues  flabby,  white  com- 
plexion or  very  fat  people.     Always  feels  best  when  constipated. 

Oaustieum  is  of  great  service  in  the  constipation  of  children,  accompanied  by 
enuresis  nocturna.  The  stool  is  tov^h,  greasy  or  shiny,  accompanied  by  a  greasy 
taste  in  the  mouth.  Dryness  of  the  rectutn  ;  the  stool  passes  better  when  standing. 
Frequent,  inefiectnal  urging  to  stool,  anxiety  and  redness  of  the  face. 

Graphites,— Hurd,  knotty  stool,  united  by  strings  of  mucus,  or  covered  with  mucus. 
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Dryness  of  the  rectal  mucous  membrnne,  with  fissure  of  anus.  A  quantity  of  white 
mucus  is  discharged  (like  aloe).     Herpetic  dUithesis, 

Lycopodium  has  ils  characteristics  in  a  small  stool,  with  sensation  as  if  much  re- 
mainea  l»ehind,  with  large  accumulation  of  gas  in  the  bowels.  Desire  for  stof)l, 
with  inability.  Useful  in  the  constipation  of  elderly  people.  Abdominal  plethora. 
There  is  the  characteristic  backache  of  lycopodium,  accompanied  by  brickdust 
sediment  in  the  urine. 

Natrum  Muriaticum. — Obstinate  consiipation,  with  troublesome  perspiration  on 
slight  movement.  The  stools  are  hani,  difficult  and  crumbling ;  difficult  expulsion  of 
fsK^es,  leaving  a  sensation  of  great  soreness  at  the  anus.  Ii  tones  up  the  intestinal 
mucous  membrane. 

yui  vomica  is  the  great  remedy  for  constipation.  It  has  its  keynote  in  frequeni 
ineffectufd  desire  for  stool ;  the  patient  goes  often  enough,  but  accomplishes  nothing, 
or  with  great  difficulty.  Stools  black  and  hard,  often  streaked  with  blood.  Haeraor- 
rhoidai  diathesis,  and  in  dysfieptics.  Useful  in  those  cases  that  have  been  much 
drugged,  addicted  to  the  use  of  stimulants  or  to  the  abuse  of  highly-seasoned  foods. 
It  is  a  gcKMi  medicine  with  which  to  begin  a  case  coming  from  old-school  treatment 
There  is  an  obstructed  |X)rtal  circulation  and  great  relief  from  stool. 

Opium  will  be  occasional! y  called  for.  The  stools  are  «7iia//,  hardj  round,  black 
balh.  In  such  cases  we  usually  find  the  copremic  complexion,  as  the  moisture  is  all 
absorbed  frt)m  the  iaeces.  Useful  in  higher  potencies  where  there  is  a  history  of 
opium  driKjtjing.  Ckjnstipation  causes  very  little  inconvenience.  It  is  indicated  in 
the  constipation  oi  good-humored^  cot pulent  women.  Also  useful  in  obstruction  of  the 
colon. 

Sepia. — Stools  hard  and  small  like  sheep's  dung.  Ineffectual  urging,  with  tenesmus, 
earthy  complexion,  bilious  looking.  The  best  remedy  in  cases  of  coprsmia.  Con- 
stipation during  pregnancy.  Diliicult  to  pass  even  a  soft  st4M>l.  Prolapsus  ani  during 
stool  (compare  ignatia).  Useful  in  women  where  there  is  inactivity  of  the  colon 
and  rectum. 

Stlica  finds  its  keynote  in  constipation  when  the  stool^  when  partly  pasted  reeeda 
into  the  rectum.  Even  a  soft  stool  is  passed  with  difficulty.  Stools  ol  hard  lumps, 
which  remain  long  in  the  rectum.     Much  rumbling  in  the  rectum. 

Arsenicum  in  Chbonic  Diarbhgba. — Dr.  S.  H.  Hallock,  in  the  Medical  Advance 
for  August,  relates  the  case  of  a  child,  2^  years  of  age,  who  since  birth  had  had  a 
diArrlHi.>a,  tlie  stools  varying  in  number  from  eight  to  twelve  in  twenty  fimr  hours. 
Allopathic  treatment  had  only  succeeded  in  checking  the  bowels  for  a  day  or  two. 
The  doctor  found  a  pale,  wan,  emaciated  child,  heavy  black  rings  under  the  eyes, 
fretting  and  crying,  was  having  from  twenty  to  thirty  evacuations  in  twenty-four 
hours,  of  slimy  green  mucus  ;  evacuations  involuntary, some  pain.  Arsenicum  2u0 
was  prescribed  ;  six  doses,  helped  greatly  and  ultimately  cured  the  patienL — 3fedi' 
cat  Advanc€y  August. 

Veratrum  in  Sciatica. — Mrs.  J.  M.  S.,  age  43,  widow,  has  suffered  with  sci- 
atica for  four  years;  pains  sharp,  transient,  darling  upwards  and  downwards  from 
both  sides  to  centre  ;  heat  makes  pain  worse— the  cooler  the  better ;  attacks  with 
cold  perspiraiiou  ;  headache  from  both  temples  to  base  of  brain,  aggravated  by  heat, 
vertex  itclies  during  attacks  ;  pain  compels  her  to  move  about,  but  motion  does  not 
relieve.  Veratrum  album  200,  one  dose,  promptly  cured." — Dr.  W.  S.  Gee,  Medical 
Advance,  July. 

G08SVPIUM  IN  A  Uterine  Case.— Dr.  W.  D.  Gorton  cured  a  case  of  uterine  dis- 
order, with  a  host  of  symptoms,  with  gossypium  5.  The  peculiar  symptom  leading 
to  the  prescTi})tion  of  gossypium  was  "  intermitting  pains  in  the  ovaries." — Medi- 
cal Adnince,  J  uly. 

Sulphur  in  Rhus  Poisoning. — Dr.  A.  McNeil,  cured  in  his  own  pereon,  rhiis 
poisoning,  after  several  remedies  had  failed,  with  sulphur  cm.,  two  doses. — Medical 
Adnmcey  July. 

Barium  Muriaticum  in  Aneurism  of  the  Subclavian  Artery.— Dr.  R.  A. 
Bailey,  in  the  July  Southern  Journul  of  llomaopalhy,  reports  the  rapid  cure  of  an 
aneurism  of  the  sub-clavian  artery,  in  a  sery  short  time,  with  the  2d  decimal  tritn- 
ration  of  barium  muriaticum,  three  doses  daily  (about  ^j  of  a  grain). 
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CASES  OF  ABDOMINAL  SURGERY. 

"*      BT  WILLIAM  B.  YAK  LENKBP,  A.M.,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 
(Read  before  the  HomoBopathic  Society  of  the  State  of  PennsylTanla,  September  17, 189a) 

In  looking  over  my  abdominal  work  for  the  past  year  with  a 
view  of  preparing  a  cliDical  report  on  the  subject,  it  seemed  to  me 
that,  instead  of  attempting  an  account  of  all  the  sections  done,  it 
woald  save  time  and,  I  trust,  be  more  interesting  to  select  only 
those  oases  that  present  peculiarities  out  of  the  usual  run. 

Of  eight  sections  for  tumors  three  will  come  under  this  cate- 
gory: 

(1)  Enormous  Fibro-Ojf&Uo  Tumor  of  the  Uterus;  Hydereetomy. 

Mrs.  B.,  age  44,  operated  for  Dr.  E.  M.  Howard  of  Camden, 
N.  J.,  October,  1889.  For  six  years  has  noticed  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen ;  it  was  then  about  the  size  of  pregnancy  at  term ; 
the  growth  was  slow  at  first,  rapid  of  late ;  there  was  distinct  fluc- 
tuation ;  the  length  of  the  uterine  cavity  was  normal  and  turned  to 
the  right;  the  menses  long  lasting  but  not  profuse.  Section  showed 
a  cyst  covered  by  uterine  tissue  and  continuous  with  the  uterus. 
Tapping  failing  to  empty  it,  an  incision  was  made,  and  its  structure 
found  to  be  a  mass  of  small  cysts  filled  with  a  slightly  gelatinous 
fluid.  As  this  did  not  materially  decrease  its  size,  the  abdominal 
opening  was  enlarged  almost  to  the  ensiform  cartilage,  and  the  tumor 
turned  out  An  Esmarch  tubing  was  then  thrown  around  the  cer- 
vix and  the  tumor,  uterus  and  appendages  amputated  as  low  down 
as  possible.  A  V-shaped  piece  was  taken  out  of  the  stump  and  the 
flaps  brought  together  by  a  continuous  suture,  layer  by  layer.  After 
VOL.  XXV.— 42 
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the  tubing  was  removed  interrapted  sutures  were  applied  to  any  bleed- 
ing points.  Theabdominal  wound  was  closed,  leaving  room  at  its  lower 
angle  to  draw  up  the  stump,  to  which  the  peritonssum  and  then  the 
skin  were  stitched.  She  made  a  good  recovery,  some  of  the  stump 
sloughing,  until  now  only  a  very  small  cicatrix  remains.  She  has 
been  in  excellent  health  ever  since,  barring  the  annoying  and  char- 
acteristic symptoms  of  the  climaxis. 

These  large,  fibro-cystic  uterine  tumors  are  of  sufficient  rarity  to 
warrant  their  being  recorded,  and  are  usually  operated  under  the 
impression  that  they  are  ovarian  cysts.  I  know  of  one  very  able 
surgeon  who,  in  a  similar  case,  having  neither  rubber  tubing  nor 
6craseur,  closed  the  abdomen  without  removing  the  tumor.  The 
method  used  is,  to  my  mind,  preferable  to  the  &;raseur,  and  the 
suspension  of  the  stump  in  the  abdominal  wound  has  since  been  ad- 
vocated by  Kelly.  It  is  also  less  dangerous  than  dropping  the 
closed  stump  back  into  the  abdomen.  The  specimen  was  presented 
to  our  County  Society  October  10,  1889. 

(2)  iluUiUxmlar  Right  Ovarian  0yd ;  Olyoomiria  ;  Exd^ian, 
Mrs.  L.,  age  56,  operated  for  Dr.  F.  W.  Boyer,  of  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  October,  1889.  The  tumor  had  been  developing  for  a  year; 
consisted  apparently  of  two  cysts,  a  lai^r  one  filling  the  abdomen 
and  a  smaller  one  the  right  pelvis.  The  customary  urine  analysis 
revealed  a  quantity  of  sugar  and  a  specific  gravity  of  1045.  Section 
corroborated  the  diagnosis  of  two  principal,  with  a  number  of 
smaller  cysts,  containing  in  all  about  nine  quarts  of  fluid  and 
springing  from  the  right  ovary.  A  b^inning  cyst  was  found  in 
the  left  ovary,  which  was  tied  ofl;  There  were  no  adhesions.  The 
operation  occupied  twenty-three  minutes  from  the  first  incision  to 
the  completion  of  the  dressing.  Eecovery  was  uninterrupted  and 
she  was  home  in  less  than  a  month  with  a  marked  diminution  in  the 
glycnauria.     This  has  since  disappeared  and  has  not  recurred. 

This  case  fortunately  presented  no  difficulties.     The  glycosuria,  a 
oontra-indication  to  most  capital  operations,  caused  me  considerable 
anxiety,  but  the  rapid  growth  of  the  tumor  and  the  inconvenience  it 
I  was  causing  decided  me  in  favor  of  the  life-saving  operation.     This 

i  was  done  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  the  absence  of  complications 

I  during  and  after  it  undoubtedly  aided  in  bringing  about  the  favora- 

j  ble  result.     The  disappearance  and   non-recurrence  of  the  sugar 

I  without  dietetic  treatment  would  point  to  the  tumor  as  a  probable 

I  causative  factor. 
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(3)  Colloid  Oyst  of  Left  Ovary ;  PeritonecU  Inftttraiion  ;  Ovarw- 
iomy. 

Mrs.  V.  H.,  age  68,  referred  to  me  bv  Dr.  B.  B.  Gumpert  of 
this  city,  and  operated  April,  1890.  The  tumor  extended  to  half 
way  between  the  umbilicus  and  the  ensiform  cartilage ;  was  freely 
movable;  there  was  indistinct  fluctation ;  the  uterus  was  prolapsed 
and  could  be  separated  from  the  tumor ;  the  cavity  was  scant  three 
inches  long ;  there  was  marked  cachexia  and  an  induration  in  the 
abdominal  wall  on  the  left  side.  After  section  a  quantity  of  ascitic 
fluid  was  let  out,  and,  as  the  trocar  would  not  evacuate  the  thick, 
gelatinous  contents,  the  incision  had  to  be  enlarged  and  the  growth 
turned  out.  In  so  doing,  although  it  was  handled  most  gently,  the 
pedicle  was  torn  across.  Fortunately  my  custom  of  grasping  this 
between  two  fingers  during  such  manipulations  enabled  me  to  control 
the  hemorrhage  that  would  have  followed  from  the  enormous  ves- 
sels. There  was  but  one  adhesion,  to  the  other  ovary,  in  which  similar 
changes  were  banning.  This  was  excised,  too.  A  suspicious 
thickening  of  the  parietal  peritonssum  was  also  found  on  the  left 
side.  After  thorough  douching,  the  abdomen  was  drained  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  Recovery  was  good,  barring  a  troublesome  bronchitis. 
She  has  since  gained  flesh,  the  cachexia  has  disappeared  and  now,  at 
the  end  of  nearly  six  months,  there  is  not  the  slightest  increase  in 
the  induration  felt  in  the  abdominal  wall. 

The  hemorrhage,  had  not  the  pedicle  been  under  control,  must 
have  been  terrific,  and,  if  not  immediately  fatal,  would  have  been 
arrested  with  difficulty  and  might  have  seriously  influenced  the 
result.  The  question  of  malignancy  and  the  peritoneal  infiltration 
necessarily  suggest  recurrence,  but  so  far  there  has  been  no  sign  of 
such  a  complication. 

I  have  operated  four  times  during  the  past  year  for  intestinal 
obstruction  (internal.)  One  of  these  cases  will  shortly  be  reported 
by  the  attending  physician.  Dr.  G.  Maxwell  Christine. 

(1)  Redai  Cancer ;  Complete  Obdriustion ;  Inguinal  Oolotomy. 

Mr.  C,  age  40,  was  sent  me  in  the  spring  of  1889  with  the 
diagnosis  of  '^  bleeding  piles."  Examination  showed  an  extensive 
rectal  cancer,  about  three  inches  up  the  bowel,  involving  the  bladder 
and  the  perirectal  tissue  on  every  side.  Excision,  after  the  method 
of  Kraske-Hochenegg,  was  suggested,  but  not  nrged  as  it  did  not 
ofler  any  prospect  of  success  with  such  an  extensive  infiltration.  A 
colotomy,  however,  was  advised  before  exhaustion  and  obstruction 
had  worn  him  out.    But  his  family  would  listen  to  no  interference 
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until  November,  when  the  hfiemorrhages  and  the  progress  of  the 
disease  having  reduced  him  to  a  skeleton,  complete  obstruction  had 
supervened.      The    abdomen     was    enormously    distended,    most 


Appearance  of  intestine  after  adhesions  had  been  cut  loose.    A  is  the  raw  surlaoe 
produced ;  B,  the  same  turned  in  and  the  peritonaeum  united  over  it. 

markedly  so  in  contrast  with  his  general  emaciation ;  stercoraceous 
vomiting,  always  so  late  in  obstructions  low  down,  had  set  in  and 
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nature^  in  her  efforts  to  afford  some  relief^  had  found  a  vent  into  the 
bladder^  through  which  and  the  urethra  flatus  and  fseoes  escaped  in 
considerable  quantities.  A  very  painful  and  offensive  cystitis  was 
thus  added  to  his  other  sufferings.  The  patient  being  apparently 
almost  moribund,  cocaine  was  used  locally  and  combined  with  a  few 
whifis  of  chloroform.  Inguinal  colotomy  was  then  performed  at  the 
Camden  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  after  the  method  of  Maydl.  The 
abdomen  was  opened  by  a  vertical  incision  with  its  centre  on  a  line 
with  and  two  inches  inside  of  the  left  anterior  superior  spine  of  the 
ileum.  The  sigmoid  flexure  was  readily  found  and  drawn  out,  bent 
until  two  parallel  limbs  were  formed  and  held  in  this  position  by  a 
couple  of  stitches.  An  artery  clip  was  pushed  through  the  meso- 
colon at  the  upper  angle  to  suspend  the  loop  on  the  abdomen  and 
prevent  its  retraction.  The  peritonseum  was  sewed  to  the  skin  and 
then  to  the  intestine  and  the  line  of  suture  covered  with  iodoform 
collodion  to  prevent  infection  of  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  gut 
was  then  opened  transversely  with  the  thermo-cautery  and  an 
enormous  quantity  of  fseces  and  flatus  evacuated.  Relief  followed  at 
oDoe  and  persistent  washing  of  the  distal  intestine  and  bladder 
removed  the  rectal  and  vesical  symptoms.  Six  days  later  the  gut 
was  completely  divided  with  the  thermo-cautery,  without  an  anaes- 
thetic and  without  pain,  and  the  ends  trimmed  down  and  stitched  to 
the  skin.  The  distal  end  of  the  intestine  was  made  to  fill  one-third 
and  the  proximal  two-thirds  of  the  opening.  The  artificial  anus 
functionated  well  until  the  patient  died,  in  about  two  weeks,  of  the 
general  exhaustion  due  to  the  original  disease. 

This  is  the  third  case  operated  by  the  method  of  Maydl  and  I 
must  confess  to  a  decided  preference  for  inguinal  colotomy  over  the 
lumbar  incision,  as  well  as  for  a  procedure  that  will  support  the 
intestinal  loop,  preventing  retraction  and  emphasizing  the  spur.  The 
operation  accomplished  all  that  could  have  been  expected  ;  it  was  too 
late  to  look  for  prolonged  life,  but  it  gave  the  patient  a  few  more 
days  and  a  quiet,  painless  end. 

(2)  Acute  Obstruction  from  Flexion  due  to  adhesions  of  MeckePs 
Divertioulum  ;  Abdofninal  Section, 

C.  H.,  age  13  years,  operated  for  an  old-school  friend,  August, 
1890.  A  little  over  a  week  before  a  cow  had  stepped  on  the  lower 
portion  of  the  abdomen.  Some  pain  followed  and  purgatives  were 
freely  administered  at  home;  they  operated  slightly  for  a  day. 
When  seen  by  his  physician,  complete  constipation  had  existed  for 
three  days  and  vomiting   had  supervened.     Large  injections  were 
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given  without  avail  and,  finally,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  obstruction, 
the  parents  consented  to  the  operation.  There  was  then  projectile 
vomiting,  the  ejecta  having  a  decidedly  fseculent  odor;  marked  pros- 
tration, with  small,  weak,  rapid  pulse,  pallor  and  pinched  express- 
ion ;  a  much  distended  abdomen,  which  was  generally  sensitive  and 
slightly  dull  low  down  on  the  right  side;  frequent  attacks  of  colic, 
during  which  the  intestinal  loops  could  be  distinctly  seen  through 
the  abdominal  wall.  Section  showed  enormous  distension  of  the 
small  intestine  and,  on  allowing  a  few  coils  to  roll  out,  a  collapsed 
loop  of  ileum  and  the  csecum  were  found  under  the  dull  area.  The 
cause  of  the  obstruction  was  an  acute  flexion  due  to  a  drawing  back 
and  twisting  of  the  intestine  by  a  diverticulum  (Meckel's),  a  little 
over  two  inches  long,  attached  to  the  spine.  The  adhesions,  which 
were  old,  were  divided  and  the  peritonaeum  drawn  together  over  the 
raw  surface,  turning  in  about  one-third  of  the  pouch.  This  was  not 
excised  as  the  intestinal  lumen  into  which  it  opened  was  quite  nar- 
row, the  surface  opposite  the  broad  mouth  of  the  diverticulum  pro- 
jecting toward  the  latter.  (See  Fig.  p.  644.)  A  longitudinal  incision 
was  made  in  the  intestine  above  the  obstruction  and  the  contents 
emptied ;  besides  liquid  faaces  there  were  hundreds  of  watermelon 
seeds.  This  opening  was  sutured  by  a  running  stitch  of  fine  silk, 
forward  and  back,  and  the  abdomen  closed  in  the  usual  manner 
without  drainage.  The  bowels  did  not  move  until  the  second  day, 
when  an  enema  of  glyoerine  and  then  a  large  one  of  water  were  fol- 
lowed by  an  enormous  stool  with  complete  relief  of  pain  and  dis- 
tension. They  were  kept  freely  open  for  a  few  days,  to  fight  adhe- 
sions or  to  have  them  form  with  the  intestine  in  a  position  favorable 
to  its  permeability,  and  have  since  acted  naturally.  He  has  made 
an  excellent  recovery. 

The  youth  and  vitality  of  this  lad  were  undoubted  factors  in  his 
recovery,  for  the  operation  was  done  none  too  soon.  It  seems  a  pity 
that,  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  of  intestinal  obstruction,  opera- 
tive relief  is  left  until  the  patient  is  practically  moribund, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  profession  will  soon  be  able  to 
educate  the  public,  as  they  have  gradually  done  in  r^ard 
to  hernial  strangulations,  to  remove  this  most  potent  factor  in  the 
terrible  mortality  following  what  otherwise  would  be  a  generally 
successful  operation.  This  diverticulum  usually  causes  obstruction 
by  forming  a  band  under  which  a  coil  of  intestine  becomes  strangu- 
lated. A  posterior  attachment  to  the  spine  and  a  resulting  flexion 
are  more  unusual.     Only  the  portion  of  the  diverticulum  bared  of  its 
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peritonseum  by  dividing  the  adhesions  was  turned  in  to  cover  the  raw 
surface^  as  the  narrowing  of  the  bowel  lumen  required  this  pouch 
to  avoid  what  otherwise  would  have  been  a  stricture.  The  immedi- 
ate cause  of  the  acute  obstruction  is  a  question ;  the  adhesions  bind- 
ing the  diverticulum  to  the  spine  were  undoubtedly  of  long  stand- 
ing ;  there  were  no  signs  of  a  recent  inflammatory  action,  so  that 
the  traumatism  cannot  be  blamed.  Probably  the  free  purgation  used 
by  the  family,  in  consequence  of  the  abdominal  pain  and  possible 
intestinal  torpor,  so  increased  the  peristalsis  or  downward  pressure 
as  to  exaggerate  the  existing  flexion  into  a  complete  occlusion. 

(3)  Obdrvfitionfrom  Volvulus  of  the  Transverse  Colon;  Catarrhal 
Appendicitis;  Chole- Cystitis ;  Abdominal  Section : 

J.  W.,  age  50  years,  operated  for  Dr.  A.  S.  Mattson,  of  Moores- 
town,  N.  J.,  July,  1890.  Absolute  constipation  had  existed  for  nine 
days,  but  he  was  not  seen  by  Dr.  Mattson  until  the  day  before  the 
operation.  There  was  a  history  of  attacks  of  ileo-cscal  pain,  and 
this  region  was  very  sensitive  about  McBurney's  test  spot  for  the 
attachment  of  the  vermiform  appendix.  There  was  general  abdom- 
inal tenderness  and  distension,  and  considerable  epigastric  pain,  as  is 
usually  found  in  all  obstructions.  On  analyzing  this,  however,  the 
pain  and  the  tenderness  were  located,  not  in  the  epigastrium,  but  on 
either  side,  in  the  right  and  left  hypochondria.  The  skin  was  jaun- 
diced and  the  urine  loaded  with  bile.  All  food  was  vomited,  together 
with  a  su8picious  smelling  fluid  at  times.  The  prostration  varied,  and, 
while  the  hearths  action  was  weak  and  rapid  all  the  time,  there  came 
periods  of  collapse  during  which  the  patient  seemed  to  be  dying. 
When  operated  the  pulse  could  not  be  made  out  at  the  wrist,  and  the 
heart  beats  were  over  140  per  minute.  The  usual  treatment,  care- 
fully carried  out,  had  failed  to  relieve  the  obstruction.  I  hesitated 
whether  to  make  a  lateral  or  median  incision,  as  there  seemed  to  be 
a  strong  probability  of  the  trouble  arising  in  the  r^ion  of  the 
appendix.  The  tenderness  in  the  hypochondria  excited  enough 
doubt  to  lead  me  to  choose  the  latter.  On  opening  the  abdomen 
and  turning  aside  the  distended  loops  of  small  intestine,  the 
appendix  came  into  view,  ''erect''  and  pointing  upward  and  to 
the  left»  without  adhesions,  but  distended  and  its  walls  evidently 
thickened  by  inflammatory  processes  of  considerable  duration.  The 
distended  colon  was  followed  up  to  the  hepatic  flexure,  where  a  large 
cystic  gall-bladder  was  found.  This  had  been  disguised  by  the  me- 
teorism.  The  intestine  was  still  dilated  and  continued  so  almost  to 
the  splenic  flexure,  where  a  complete  twist  of  a  short  loop  of  the 
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transverse  colon  proved  to  be  the  cause  of  the  obstruction.  Below 
this  the  gut  was  collapsed.  This  was  readily  undone  and  the  abdo- 
men closed  as  usual.  The  condition  of  the  patient  did  not  seem  to 
warrant  meddling  with  the  appendix  or  gall-bladder;  in  fact,  all  the 
manipulations  were  carried  out  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  as  the 
ansesthetiser  had  been  obliged  to  let  up  on  the  ether  and  resort  to 
frequent  hypodermic  stimulation.  The  abdominal  walls  were,  in 
consequence,  very  disagreeably  tense.  The  patient  for  a  time  rallied 
well,  passed  flatus  quite  freely  and  had  an  enormous  stool  within  an 
hour  after  the  operation,  but  the  heart  failure  recurred  quite  fre- 
quently during  the  night,  and  he  died  the  next  day.  The  autopsy 
revealed  a  catarrhal  appendicitis,  with  thickening;  a  gall-bladder 
containing  about  a  pint  of  muco-pus  and  about  forty  gall-stones,  one 
of  which  had  lodged  in  the  cystic  duct;  the  obstruction  was  com- 
pletely overcome. 

It  is  not  often  one  meets  with  such  a  combination  of  ^'excuses" 
for  abdominal  section :  a  gall-bladder  to  drain,  an  appendix  to  excise 
and,  the  urgent  cause,  a  volvulus  of  the  colon  I 

In  this  connection  I  would  record  a  case  belonging  to  what  I  have 
ch'ssed  as  ^'miscellaneous"  abdominal  sections  (those  done  for  sup- 
purative processes  about  the  uterus  or  caecum,  exploratory  incisions, 
etc.).  It  is  one  out  of  the  usual  run  of  appendical  abscesses  or  excis- 
ions, to  which  subject  I  intend  to  refer  more  fully  in  a  future  paper. 

(4)  PerforcUive  Appendicitis;  Abscess  covered  by  Intestine;  La- 
parotomy : 

R.  W.,  age  12  years,  operated  for  Dr.  C.  R.  Norton  of  this  city, 
August,  1 890,  on  at  least  the  twelfth  day  of  an  attack  of  appen- 
dicitis. Dr.  Norton,  it  should  be  stated,  had  first  seen  him  on  the  pre- 
ceding day.  The  symptoms  were  the  usual  ones :  ileo-csecal  t^ider- 
ness ;  drawing  up  of  the  right  lower  extremity  with  numbness  and 
then  pain  running  down  the  thigh ;  a  large  tumor  above  McBumey's 
line,  in  creasing  upwards ;  bowel  resonance  over  this,  and  an  indistinct 
senseof  deep  fluctuation ;  high  temperature  (102|^^);  rapid  pulse  (120), 
chills,  etc.  A  vertical  incision  was  made  over  the  centre  of  the  tumor 
through  which  the  colon  presented.  The  appendix  ran  up  along  the 
inner  side  of  the  caecum,  was  much  distended,  and  buried  itself  in  a 
mass  of  protective  adhesions,  which  shut  ofi^  the  abscess,  behind  and 
to  the  inner  side  of  the  large  bowel,  from  the  general  abdominal 
cavity.  The  colon  was  allowed  to  bulge  into  the  wound,  which  was 
left  open,  except  at  its  upper  and  lower  angles,  and  gauze  packed  in 
so  as  to  protect  the  abdominal  cavity  in  case  of  rupture  and  produce 
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adhesions  that  woald  later  aooomplish  the  same  purpose.  A  channel 
was  thus  kept  open,  alongside  the  bowel,  down  to  the  abscess.  On 
the  eighth  day  a  diarrhcea  set  in,  consisting  of  blood  and  pus,  and, 
in  one  stool,  the  characteristic  ftedil  concretion  found  in  these  append- 
i<9i]  abscesses.  The  temperature  has  come  down  gradually ;  the  pulse 
improved  at  once;  the  stools  have  resumed  their  natural  character; 
the  wound  has  healed  by  granulation  and  the  boy  promises  to  make 
a  good  recovery. 

Here  was  a  perityphlitic  abscess  over  which  intestine  was  made 
out,  differing  therein  from  those  cases  where  the  pus  has  more  or  less 
completely  worked  its  way  through  the  abdominal  wall.  With  this 
outlet  cut  off  it  could  find  a  vent,  as  in  cases  I  have  seen,  either  into 
the  abdominal  cavity,  into  the  bowel,  or  into  the  loose  connective 
tissue  of  the  iliac  fossa  and  push  upward  as  far  even  as  the  thoracic 
cavity.  Abdominal  section  insured  an  accurate  diagnosis,  permitted 
artificial  evacuation  of  the  abscess,  if  indicated,  or,  if  the  wound 
were  left  open,  made  this  the  point  of  least  resistance,  and  thus 
favored  a  natural  evacuation  in  this  direction.  It  has  been  advised 
by  some  that,  under  the  conditions  found  in  this  case,  the  abscess 
should  be  opened,  cleaned  out  and  drained.  Feeling  the  intact  in- 
testinal coils  on  the  one  hand  and  Nature's  protective  adhesions  on  the 
other,  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  tempting  Providence  to  open  up  a  stinking 
collection  of  pus  in  such  a  neighborhood.  Instead,  gauze  was  packed 
in  to  shut  off  the  abdominal  cavity  and  produce  adhesions,  and  the 
abscess  and  the  bowel  allowed  to  bulge  in  this  direction  of  the  least 
resistance  artificially  produced.  This  naturally  favored  an  evacua- 
tion externally,  and,  failing  in  this,  for  the  same  reason,  an  opening 
into  the  intestine.  While  the  latter  is  not  as  desirable  as  would  have 
been  the  former,  it  is  infinitely  preferable  to  rupture  into  the  perito- 
neal cavity  or  into  the  connective  tissue  behind  the  colon.  I  am 
inclined  to  thitak  that  the  pus  would  have  found  vent  into  the  latter 
if  left  alone. 

While  not  strictly  belonging  to  abdominal  surgery,  the  subject  of 
hernia  certainly  comes  within  the  sphere  of  intestinal  surgery 
which  has  been  referred  to  in  this  paper.  Of  nine  herniotomies 
done  during  the  past  year,  one  case  should,  I  think,  be  reported,  as 
a  supplement  at  least,  to  a  communication  presented  by  me  to  this 
Society  a  year  ago. 

SiranguUded  Right  Oblique  Inguinal  Hernia  ;  Resection  of  Oan- 
grenous  Intedine^;   Union  End  to  End  by  Rubber  Rings : 

J.  T.,  aged  66,  operated  for  Dr.  B.  B.  Gumpert,  April,  1890. 
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Strangulation  had  existed  for  forty -eight  hoars  in  an  old,  partially- 
reducible  hernia;  fedcal  vomiting  had  supervened.  The  patient 
declined  to  go  into  the  hospital,  and  the  operation  had  to  be  done 
in  a  small,  stuffy  room,  on  a  low,  soft  bed.  Five  inches  of  the 
intestine  were  found  to  be  gangrenous  and  resected,  with  about  four 
inches  more  to  insure  getting  healthy  tissue.  The  ends  were 
united  over  rings  of  rubber  drainage  tubing,  as  described  in  the 
paper  referred  to.  (Hahnemannian  Monthly,  October,  1889.) 
Interrupted,  fine  silk  sutures  were  placed  between  the  united  strands 
of  catgut  from  the  rings  and  a  catgut  suture  run  over  all  and  up 
and  down  the  divided  mesentery.  Owing  to  the  very  unfavorable 
surroundings  and  consequent  faulty  asepsis,  the  gut  was  suspended 
in  the  abdomen  by  means  of  a  strip  of  iodoform  gauze  passed 
through  the  mesentery.  The  opening  was  packed  with  gauze  and 
a  large  absorptive  dressing  applied.  The  patient  rallied  well, 
passed  wind  and  f»ces  subsequently,  while  the  highest  tempera- 
ture was  100°.  On  the  third  day  the  gauze  strip  was  removed 
and  the  wound  repacked.  Some  local  pain  followed  and  then, 
gradually,  complete  constipation,  with  distension  and  vomiting. 
Turpentine  enemata  and  glycerine  injections  were  of  no  avail ;  pur- 
gatives were  rejected  and  examination  through  the  wound  was 
negative.  The  rapidly  supervening  collapse  precluded  abdominal 
section,  and  the  patient  died  on  the  fifth  day.  The  autopsy  revealed 
moderate  adhesions  about  the  hernial  .opening ;  no  peritonitis  else- 
where ;  great  distension  of  the  small  intestine  to  three  inches  below 
the  united  ends,  the  point  under  which  the  strip  of  gauze  had  been 
passed,  where  an  acute  flexion  was  found.  Below  this  the  gut 
was  collapsed.  In  spite  of  the  tremendous  strain  on  them  from  the 
distension,  the  united  ends  had  held  and  were  firmly  adherent,  with 
the  rings  in  situ. 

I  report  this  case  for  two  reasons : 

1.  In  order  to  judge  of  a  new  procedure  every  case  operated 
should  be  reported. 

2.  While  the  result  was  an  unfavorable  one,  this  method  of  unit- 
ing the  divided  ends  of  intestine  was  put  to  a  most  severe  test,  that 
of  great  intestinal  distension,  and  stood  it  without  giving  way  at  any 
point. 

There  seems  to  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  flexion  was  produced 
on  withdrawing  the  gauze,  the  sticky  adhesions  holding  the  intes- 
tine in  its  bent  position.  With  better  surroundings,  age  and  gen- 
eral condition  it  would  have  been  preferable  to  make  a  median  in- 
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cision  and  suspend  the  intestine  there,  as  is  done  by  some  German 
operators ;  with  better  surroundings,  too,  the  gut  could  have  been 
simply  replaced  and  the  hernial  opening  treated  radically. 

I  should  add  that  the  case  reported  a  year  ago,  in  which  twelve 
inches  of  intestine  were  resected  and  the  ends  united  in  the  above 
manner,  still  continues  to  do  well  as  regards  bowel  functions  and 
general  health.  Some  time  since  a  small  abscess  formed  in  the 
cicatrix  and  a  silk  ligature  (from  the  neck  of  the  sac)  was  discharged. 
With  this  the  hernia  recurred,  but  is  readily  controlled  by  a  truss. 
I  naturally  feel  that  with  the  experimental  and  clinical  results  ob- 
tained we  are  justified  in  giving  this  method  a  further  trial. 


CLINICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  ALBUMINURIA. 

BT  W.  C.  GOODNO,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 
(Read  before  the  HomcBopathlc  Medical  Society  of  PennflylTanla.) 

It  is  biit  a  few  decades  since  albunlinuria  was  of  doubtful 
meaning.  But  Richard  Bright  and  his  co-workers  and  successors 
demonstrated  its  dependence  upon  nephritis  in  some  form  with  such 
clearness  and  conclusiveness  that^  from  a  symptom  of  doubtful  or 
unknown  meaning  it  has  become  the  clinical  corner-stone  of  that 
once  obscure,  but  now  well-defined,  gi^up  so  appropriately  designa- 
ted Btight^s  diseases,  Bright's  diseases  being  simply  the  various 
forms  of  nephritis,  acute  and  chronic.  The  great  importance  of 
albuminuria  as  an  indication  of  nephritis  has  led  to  exaggerated 
estimates  of  its  constancy  in  this  affection,  as  well  as  of  its  exact 
clinical  significance.  So  firmly  has  the  idea  that  albuminuria  means 
Bright's  disease  become  fixed  in  the  professional  mind,  that  the 
terms  have  become  almost  synonymous,  many  authors  even  using 
them  interchangeably.  In  view  of  this,  we  cannot  wonder  that 
diagnoses  of  Bright's  disease  are  still,  in  most  instances,  made  with 
the  test  tube  only,  and  that  the  majority  of  general  practitioners 
diagnosticate  n^atively  or  affirmatively  after  this  test  alone  has  been 
applied. 

Considerable  light  has  been  shed  upon  this  subject  of  late  by  our 
renal  specialists,  but  there  is  much  to  be  made  clear,  as  well  as  a 
necessity  for  an  increased  corroboration  of  the  results  obtained  by 
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recent  inveBtigators.  We  know  enough  to-day,  however,  to  say  in  no 
uncertain  tones :  Albuminuria  does  not  mean  Bright's  disease  and 
Bright's  disease  cannot  be  diagnosticated  by  albuminuria  alone. 
Just  what  it  does  indicate  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  inquire 
into.  I  will  relate  the  histories,  briefly,  of  a  few  caAes,  which  con- 
stitute the  basis  of  some  conclusions  and  hypotheses  to  be  stated  at 
the  close. 

Case  1 . — Gentleman.  Officer  in  a  large  corporation,  36  years  of 
age,  has  been  under  my  care  for  some  five  years  past.  At  that 
time,  desiring  to  increase  hie  life  insurance  in  a  certain  company,  he 
was  required  to  submit  to  a  urinary  analysis.  To  his  consternation 
their  examiner  reported  "albumin  and  casts."  His  application  was 
of  course  rejected.  This  brought  him  to  me,  his  family  physician. 
Scores,  perhaps  hundreds  of  analyses  of  his  urine,  by  myself  *and 
others  have  been  made  since  that  time  with  the  result  of  finding  an 
almost  constant  albuminuria.  Generally,  the  ring  of  albumin 
developed  by  the  cold  nitric  acid  test  is  about  as  thick  as  a  nickel 
five-cent  piece.  Rarely,  it  has  been  absent  for  a  day  or  two  or 
during  some  portion  of  a  day,  especially  in  the  morning.  The 
quantity  is  increased  by  unusual  exercise  and  certain  articles  of  diet 
At  least  fifty  times  (I  speak  thoughtfully)  have  we  made  careful 
search  for  casts,  using  various  methods,  with  negative  results.  Ex- 
cept in  one  instance,  when  a  long,  slender  transparent  cylinder  of 
the  so-called  mucous  variety  was  discovered,  a  form  sometimes 
found  in  the  urine  of  the  apparently  healthy.  I  have  sent  the  urine 
to  experts  with  the  request  for  a  careful  examination,  but  with  the 
same  result.  Degenerate  renal  epithelia  and  other  indications  of 
kidney  disintegration  have  not  been  discovered.  The  urine  is  clear, 
amber,  normal  in  quantity  aud  the  average  specific  gravity,  based 
upon  a  number  of  24-hour  collections,  was  about  1022.  Few  men 
are  as  free  from  symptoms  of  any  character  indicating  ill  health. 
During  the  past  two  years  the  amount  of  albumin  has  been  decidedly 
less.  Longer  periods  of  remission  have  also  been  observed.  Quan- 
titative analyses,  as  well  as  the  specific  gravity  showed  the  solids 
to  be  present  in  normal  quantity.  Cardio-vascular  changes  cannot 
be  detected  and  the  ocular  fundus  is  normal.  There  is  unusual 
freedom  from  lithaemia  for  a  man  of  his  character  and  habits. 

Case  2. — A  large,  apparently  healthy  lawyer,  aet.  49,  doing  hard 
'work  in  his  profession,  came  under  my  observation  about  seven  years 
ago.  He  represented  to  me  at  that  time  that  he  had  had  Bright's 
disease  for  several  years,  but  seemed  indifferent  as  to  its  seriousness. 
He  was  accustomed  to  the  examination  of  his  own  urine,  and  stated 
that  albumin  was  never  absent,  although  the  quantity  was  generally 
small.  My  own  tests  subsequently  showed  a  constant  albuminuria,  t.e., 
daily,  but  occasionally  absent  from  the  morning  urine.  Sometimes 
after  intense  work,  such  as  an  exciting  criminal  case,  the  amount  of 
albumin  present  during  the  latter  hours  of  the  day  was  quite  large — 
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by  the  cold  acid  test  the  ring  being  the  thickuesB  of  two  fi  ve-oent  nickel 
pieces.  The  specific  gravity  varied  from  1018  to  1026;  quantity 
fluctuating  from  60  to  60  ounces;  color  oflen  high.  Repeated  ex- 
aminations failed  to  show  tube-casts.  Lithsmia  was  quite  marked ; 
ocular  fundus  was  normal ;  the  hearths  action  seemed  rather  strong, 
pulse  rather  hard,  but  hanlly  sufficiently  so  to  warrant  a  diagnosis 
of  cardio-vascular  changes.  There  was  some  d^ree  of  gastric 
catarrh,  but  the  patient's  habits  relating  to  his  stomach  were  thor- 
oughly bad,  as  were  all  of  his  habits.  The  patient  had  urethral 
stricture  of  large  calibre,  several  points  of  contraction  being  discov- 
erable. A  No.  30  French  sound  could  be  passed.  Decided  gleet 
was  absent,  a  simple  glueing  of  the  meatus  occurring.  There  was  no 
evidence  of  catarrh  of  any  higher  portion  of  the  urinary  tract.  Such 
a  source  of  the  albuminuria  could  be  positively  thrown  out,  as  it  ex- 
isted prior  to  the  primary  urethritis.  This  gentleman  came  to  me 
for  the  treatment  of  his  urethral  condition,  having  been  told  nothing 
could  be  done  for  his  Bright's;  to  live  properly  and  prepare  to  meet 
his  end.  An  albuminuria  of  at  least  ten  years  finds  this  patient 
enjoying  quite  good  healthy  free  from  any  other  signs  or  symptoms 
of  nephritis. 

Case  3. — A  man,  set.  40,  a  conductor  upon  a  horse-car  line,  called 
upon  me  several  years  since  (1885),  complaining  of  some  loss  of 
flesh,  debility,  pain  in  the  back,  etc.  An  examination  of  the  urine 
demonstrated  albuminuria,  a  well  marked  ring  forming  upon  the 
cold  nitric  acid.  Repeated  examinations  showed  the  quantity  to  be 
exceedingly  variable  and  entirely  absent,  at  times  for  several  days. 
Careful  observation  upon  the  part  of  the  patient  developed  the  ap- 
parent dependence  of  the  albuminuria  upon  the  ingestion  of  albu- 
minous food,  quantities  of  nuts,  or  highly-seasoned  food ;  and  also, 
in  some  degree,  from  exercise.  No  other  evidence  of  Bright's  disease 
could  be  secured.  Correction  of  diet,  and  regular,  light  exercise 
diminished,  but  did  not  remove  permanently,  the  albumin  from  his 
urine.  Disappearance  of  a  catarrhal  dyspepsia,  due  especially  to 
more  careful  selection  of  food  and  the  hours  of  partaking  of  it, 
seemed  to  be  the  reason  of  the  relief  of  the  general  symptoms  com- 
plained of. 

Case  4. — A  young  lady,  set.  22,  has  enjoyed  good  health.  Had 
scarlatina  at  10  or  12  years  of  age,  and  typhoid  fever  at  17.  Seemed 
to  recover  her  health,  however,  after  each  disease  in  a  normal  period 
of  time.  Complaining  of  backache,  her  urine  was  examined,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  general  principle,  rather  than  with  the  expectation  of  find- 
ing renal  disease.  The  examination  revealed  a  trace  of  albumin.  The 
color,  percentage  of  solids,  and  specific  gravity  were  all  normal.  Leu- 
corrhoea  was  not  acknowledged.  Nor  was  there  catarrh  of  any  of 
the  mucous  membranes.  The  vascular  supply  to  the  cutaneous  and 
mucous  surfaces  is  large,  her  color  is  high,  and  there  is  a  disposition 
to  bleed  from  small  wounds.  The  albuminuria  was  distinctly  inter- 
mittent, it  being  absent  for  days  at  a  time,  then  present  at  every  test 
for  a  longer  period.    The  color  was  rather  high,  specific  gravity  1022 
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to  1028;  quantity  rather  scant;  several  unsucceasfal  searches  for 
casts  were  made.  Constipation  has  been  a  very  troublesome  symptom. 
There  was  little  change  in  the  urinary  condition  during  some  eighteen 
months  this  lady  was  under  my  observation.  I  have  not  heard  of 
her  for  two  years  past,  until  during  the  preparation  of  .this  paper. 
She  states,  in  a  letter  from  another  city,  that  albumin  was  discovered 
by  her  medical  attendant  through  a  period  of  several  months  after 
passing  from  my  care;  but  feeling  well,  she  has  paid  no  further 
attention  to  the  subject  during  the  past  year. 

Case  5. — A  gentleman,  63  years  of  age,  came  under  my  care  some 
five  years  since  complaining  of  retention  of  urine.  Examination 
revealed  an  enlarged  prostate  gland.  The  retention  had  just  oc- 
curred,but  had  been  preceded  for  some  time  with  more  or  lessdifficnlty 
in  urinating.  An  occasional  use  of  the  catheter,  with  antiseptic 
precautions,  relieved  him  much,  but  in  spite  of  this  relief  his  gen- 
eral health  failed,  flesh,  appetite  and  strength  diminished.  The 
stomach  was  irritable,  the  tongue  coated,  then  irritable,  red,  raw, 
cracked.  Nausea  troubled  for  a  time,  then  vomiting.  Cardio- 
vascular changes  were  apparently  somewhat  developed.  The  urine 
when  first  examined  was  1015,  60  oz.,  no  albumin.  Subsequent  ex- 
aminations were  more  carefully  made,  when  the  stomach  and  other 
symptoms  could  not  be  accounted  for  upon  any  other  hypothesia 
Through  a  period  of  several  months  examinations  were  frequently 
made,  the  specific  gravity  averaging  from  1015  to  1005,  the  quan- 
tity sometimes  being  as  high  as  five  pints.  Degenerated  epithelia  and 
casts,  entirely  fatty  and  hyaline.  Finally  ursemic  manifestations 
closed  the  scene.  A  post-mortem  examination  was  obtained,  and 
cirrhotic  kidneys  discovered.  At  no  time  could  albumin  be  detected 
in  the  urine.  The  clinical  picture  of  cirrhotic  nephritis  during  the 
latter  stages  was  perfect. 

Case  6. — G.  H.,  »t.  46.  Complaining  of  some  general  indefinite 
symptoms  led  to  my  examining  his  urine.  There  was  a  well-marked 
albuminuria.  Continued  examinations  demonstrated  it  to  be  inter- 
mittent, the  period  of  its  existence  being  perhaps  two-thirds  of  the 
time.  Upon  one  occasion,  out  of  very  many  examinations,  a  narrow 
cast  without  adventitious  contents  was  discovered.  The  genito- 
urinary passages  were  normal.  Aft«r  about  two  years  the  indi- 
vidual succumbed  to  an  attack  of  cerebral  haemorrhage.  I  was  so 
fortunate  as  to  make  an  autopsy.  The  hsemorrhage  was  from  a 
well-marked  sacculated  pouch  upon  one  of  the  branches  of  the  left 
middle  cerebral  artery.  The  arteries  were  in  general  quite  healthy. 
The  kidneys  were  apparently  normal  in  size,  but  the  left  one  quite 
movable;  capsules  not  thickened  or  adherent.  In  texture  they 
seemed  somewhat  softened.  The  microscope  showed  light-walled, 
rather  large  vessels,  indeed,  with  apparently  lai^  blood  supply,  the 
general  framework  of  the  organs  seemed  defective.  Here  and  there 
there  was  slight  intertubal  hyperplasia.  The  tubular  elements  were 
rather  large,  and  did  not  stain  very  well ;  had  too  much  of  a  granu- 
lar appearance,  and  the  structural  peculiarities  of  the  renal  epithelium 
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did  not  oome  oat  well.  There  were  do  coagula  withia  the  tabes. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  general  indications  are  all  in  the  direo- 
tion  of  defective  kidney  development,  from  the  loose  attachment  up 
to  the  large  weak  tubular  epithet ia,  the  latter  having  in  slight  de* 
gree  the  appearance  and  conditions  found  in  acute  nephritis,  viz., 
slightly  granular,  indistinct  structure,  the  seemingly  large  elements 
and  increased  blood  supply.    Observation  of  the  kidney«  of  several 

Cersons  dying  from  various  diseases,  during  the  course  of  which  al- 
umin  occurred,  have  presented  much  the  same  appearances,  but 
not  the  evidences  of  defective  development. 

Case  7. — I  had  the  opportunityof  examining,  several  years  since, 
the  kidneys  of  a  man  who  had  been  under  the  care  of  a  colleague 
for  some  time  suffering  from  intermitting  albuminuria.  Evidences 
of  Bright^s  disease  of  any  other  character  had  not  been  discovered. 
He  was  43  years  of  age  at  death,  and  had  been  the  subject  of  slight 
albuminuria  for  three  years,  so  far  as  known.  The  kidneys  seemed 
normal  in  their  external  conditions,  but  were  rather  soft.  Their 
cut  surfaces  revealed  nothing  special.  The  left  contained  numerous 
calculi,  all  small  and  of  the  uric  acid  variety.  The  right  only  two 
small  "gritty  points."  Upon  enlargement  the  tubular  epithelia 
were  found  slightly  granular,  here  and  there  somewhat  cloudy. 
Neither  of  these  changes  were  pronounced,  however.  Looking  over 
a  large  number  of  fields,  indeed,  sections,  I  discovered  two  casts  in 
s'.tu.  Both  were  of  clean,  coagulable  material  and  free  from  degen- 
erate epithelium.  While  the  epithelia  impressed  me  as  swollen,  they 
w^  not  sufficiently  so  to  encroach  upon  the  lumen  of  the  tubes 
decidedly.  Intertubular  hyperplasia  was  clear  at  some  points.  If 
there  was  any  change  in  the  blood  supply  it  was  diminished.  The 
patient  had  suffered  somewhat  from  rheumatism  and  frequently  had 
sandy  deposits  in  the  urine. 

Of  cases  of  Bright's  disease  without  albuminuria,  at  least  during 
quite  continued  periods  of  observation  or  with  an  intermitted  albu- 
minuria, I  could  increase  the  number  largely,  but  I  have  given 
sufficient  to  illustrate  the  point  I  would  impress,  i.e.,  that  Bright's 
disease  does  not  always  nor  constantly,  in  a  given  case,  present  an 
albuminuria.  From  a  study  of  the  related  cases  and  others  in  my 
own  collection,  as  well  as  of  the  observations  of  others,  I  am  im- 
pressed with  several  things : 

FirsL  Albuminuria  must  not  be  looked  upon  as  necessary  to  the 
diagnosis  of  Bright's  disease. 

Second.  Albuminuria  often  exists  independently  of  any  clinical 
or  pathological  evidence  of  nephritis  or  any  condition  of  the  genito- 
urinary tract  which  can  account  for  it. 

Third.  Albuminuria,  independent  of  Bright's  disease,  is  some- 
times associated  with   evidences  of  defective  development  of  the 
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kidneys,  or  rather  an  imperfect  structural  condition,  which  may, 
perha))8,  be,  in  the  main,  acquired. 

Fourth.  The  direction  of  the  tubular  and  other  changes  is  in- 
flammatory. 

Fifth.  The  absence  in  a  majority  of  these  cases  of  well-marked 
diathetic  states,  as  lith»mia. 

Hypotheses  are  valuable,  as  indicating  lines  of  thonght  and  work. 
I  would  propound :  Does  not  the  kidney,  independently  of  recog- 
nized disease,  vary  in  its  structural  integrity  in  different  people? 

As  in  some  the  cutaneous  epithelia  are  imperfectly  developed  and 
an  imperfect  skin  is  the  consequence,  so  in  the  kidney.  Are  not 
the  epithelial  glandular  cells  brought  into  existence  with  impaired 
nutritive  activity,  resulting  in  abnormal  function-action?  They 
stand  guard  but  poorly  and  allow  the  most  precious  of  the  nutritive 
fluids  to  pass  unchallenged.  Do  not  the  changes  discovered  in  such 
kidneys  suggest  that  all  that  is  necessary  to  the  development  of 
Bright's  disease  is  the  application  of  the  exciting  causes  of  the  in- 
flammatory state? 

May  not  the  condition  of  the  blood  be  closely  related  to  persistent, 
so-called,  physiological  albuminuria  ? 

While  these  few  observations  are  of  but  little  value  in  the  form- 
ing of  conclusions  respecting  the  pathology  of  so  interesting  and 
important  a  condition,  yet  ^'  every  little  helps,''  and  I  trust  the 
results  arrived  at  in  these  cases  may  lead  to  more  careful  study  of 
similar  ones. 


SCIENCE  APPLIED  TO  THERAPEUTIC  OCCULTISM. 

BT  J.  P.  DAKE,  A.M.,  M.D.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 

The  presidential  address  of  Prof.  J.  D.  Buck,  at  the  late  meeting 
of  the  American  Institute,  at  Waukesha,  is  calculated  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  those  influences  which  are  not  now  recognized  as  acting  under 
any  known  law,  or  in  aocordltnce  with  any  well  defined  principles, 
and  which,  nevertheless,  must  be  credited  with  some  curative  power. 
Dr.  Buck,  in  the  address  referred  to,  advances  as  far  as  the  conser- 
vative position  he  holds  at  the  head  of  a  regularly  organized  and 
active  medical  college,  will  allow,  in  mentioning  agencies  or  influ- 
ences that  may  not  be  weighed  or  measured  by  the  ordinary  tests  of 
the  pharmacy  and  dispensary,  and  in  asking  for  .them  a  consideration 
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and  scrutiny  that  shall  determine  their  character  and  uses  if  not, 
also,  the  philosophy  of  their  action.  Having  listened  to  the  address 
during  its  delivery  and  having  carefully  read  it  since  its  appearance 
in  print,  I  must  accord  to  the  learned  lecturer  a  perception  and  a 
courage  not  often  seen  in  scholars  and  teachers  of  his  rank.  His 
plea  is  not  for  a  wholesale  acceptance  of  what  seems  to  the  learned 
world  as  very  mysterious,  if  not  also  visionary  and  worthless.  Hie 
asks  for  no  abandonment  of  means  generally  employed  under  recog- 
nized principles  and  rules  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  but  for  an 
extension  of  scientific  methods  to  agencies  or  influences  now,  and  in 
all  past  time,  regarded  as  too  sacred  or  too  devilish,  too  imaginary  or 
too  foolish  for  any  serious  consideration. 

He  would  maintain  the  applicability  of  the  homoeopathic  princi- 
ple and  its  direction  as  a  rule,  in  the  employment  of  all  such  agen- 
cies in  the  practice  of  the  healing  art.  So  far  as  it  may  be  possible 
to  trace  and  note  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  such  agencies  in  the 
human  system,  I  am  prepared  to  go  with  Dr.  Buck  in  advocating 
smilia. 

He  has  truly  observed  that  this  power,  variously  designated  as 
animal  magnetism,  mesmerism,  hypnotism,  mental  suggestion,  faith, 
has  been  employed  empirically  and  not  in  accordance  with  any 
recognized  principle  in  therapeutics.  In  the  absence  of  a  definite 
pathogenesy,  such  must  ever  be  the  case  in  recording  disturbances  of 
human  health  by  its  exercise. 

The  homoeopathic  principle  is  clear,  definite  and  well-settled  as 
referring  to  ailments  to  be  removed  on  the  one  hand,  by  means  that 
on  the  other,  have  shown  a  power  to  produce  similar  ailments  in 
well  people.  Where  such  a  relationship  does  not  exist,  or  cannot  be 
recognized,  it  would  be  idle  to  talk  or  dream  of  homoeopathy. 

Of  this  proposition  I  am  fully  convinced,  however,  that  any 
power  sufficient  to  cure  must  also  be  sufficient  to  make  sick,  it  being 
understood,  of  course,  that  the  power  in  the  one  case,  must  greatly 
exceed  the  same  in  the  other,  especially  where  the  homoeopathic 
relationship  exists,  indicating  greatly  increased  susceptibility. 

I  am  in  accord  with  Dr.  Buck  when  he  regards  disease  as  a  dis- 
turbance of  the  vital  "equilibrium,"  or  its  loss,  and  the  cure  as  its 
restoration  or  regulation. 

The  practical  question,  suggested  by  the  data  and  reasonings  of  his 
lecture,  seems  to  me  to  be  this — whether  scientific  investigation 
should  be  directed  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  pathogenetic  effects  of 
the  now  illy-defined  and  mysterious  agencies  referred   to,  so  as   to 
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apply  the  homoeopathic  rule ;  or,  rather  to  the  acquisition  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  allied  cures  by  them  and  the  application  of 
logic,  so  as  to  arrive  at  some  other  principles  or  rules  to  guide  as  in 
their  employment? 

Dr  Buck  objects  to  empiricism,  and  advocates  law ;  and  he  is 
right. 

But  some  fearless  and  rigid  examinations  must  be  pushed,  to  de- 
termine whether  such  agencies  are  to  be  classed  with  the  articles  of 
hygiene  or  of  medicine,  with  paAula  to  be  increased  or  diminished, 
or  with  exeiUmtiay  to  definitely  influence  functional  activity  and 
harmony. 

The  older  writers  on  materia  medica,  especially  that  classical 
author,  Pereira,  observed  distinctions  and  recognized  classes  not 
often  mentioned  in  later  years.  He  wrote  of  the  impoderabilia,  and 
of  psychioal  remedies,  etc. 

Except  with  Hahnemann  and  his  followers  there  seems  to  have 
been  a  relegation  of  the  imponderable  and  the  psychical  to  the  realms 
of  quackery,  till  since  the  advent  of  Charcot  and  a  few  other  scien- 
tific investigators. 

As  I  said,  it  should,  first  of  all,  be  determined  from  well  ascer- 
tained facts  whether  the  pass,  the  touch,  the  look,  the  word  or  the 
will  of  one  person  upon  another,  is  pathogenic  definitely  and  so 
uniformly  as  to  come  under  the  homoeopathic  law ;  or  whether  it 
must  rank  with  hygienic  supplies  and  be  directed  by  hygienic  rules. 

I  fully  agree  with  Dr.  Buck,  that  it  is  high  time  the  medical  pro- 
fession should  earnestly  inquire  into  the  alleged  cures  by  hypnotic  or 
psychical  influence,  by  mental  suggestion  and  methods  known  as 
"  Christian  science,"  **  faith-cure,"  and  the  like.  Too  many  sensii>le 
and  educated  people  are  telling  of  cures  efiected  by  such  means  for 
the  matter  to  be  turned  aside  with  an  incredulous  smile  or  contempt- 
uous shake  of  the  head. 

All  along  through  history  we  read  of  miraculous  cures  efiected  by 
occult  agencies,  miraculous,  because  not  understood ;  and  every  phy- 
sician, of  any  considerable  experience,  has  met  with  recoveries  for 
which  he  has  been  totally  unable  to  account,  and  witnessed  the 
working  of  agencies  in  the  sick-room  and  undoubted  results,  entirely 
beyond  his  philosophy. 

Hahnemann  taught  the  world  the  uselessness  and  harmfulness  of 
heavy  drugging  and  of  venesection  and  other  old-time  heroic 
measures.  He  fought  against  gross  materialism,  and  secured  the 
reign  of  the  milder  powers. 
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To  him  the  whole  profeesioa  is,  to-day^  indebted  for  the  single 
remedy  and  the  smaller  doses,  as  well  as  for  the  homoeopathic  uses  of 
scores  of  medicines. 

Imitating  him,  let  us  not  be  afraid  to  look  squarely  in  the  face  of 
all  who  claim  to  cure  without  medicine;  and  let  us  not  shun  the 
opportunity  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the  claim  on  every  possible 
occasion. 

I  have  long  ago  said,  that  if  healing  power  can  surely  come  to  the 
sick  by  the  touch,  the  word  or  the  look  of  a  ^'healer,''  I  have  no 
fault  to  find,  and  am  ready  to  abandon  every  drug  and  every  cum- 
bersome measure  to  which  I  am  now  wont  to  have  resort. 

What  I  wish  to  know  is  that  the  alleged  cures  are  bona  fide;  not 
imaginary  nor  fictitious.  And  I  ask  for  no  stronger  proofs  than  those 
I  claim  for  cures  effected  by  ordinary  means,  except  where  the  po- 
tential property  or  positive  power  of  the  agency  exercised  or  em- 
ployed is  of  very  doubtful  reality. 


THE  SEQUENCE  OF  SYMPTOMS. 

BY  0.  EDWARD  JANNEY,  M.D.,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 

No  one  can  doubt  the  value  of  a  knowledge  of  the  order  in  which 
symptoms  appear  in  the  course  of  a  drug-proving,  together  with  the 
peculiar  conditions  which  accompany  them,  and  it  would  appear  that 
with  such  knowledge  a  closer  similarity  between  a  disease  and  a 
drug  pathogenesis  may  be  perceived.  It  would  follow  also,  in 
accordance  with  the  law  of  similars,  that  with  the  possession  of  such 
knowledge,  more  certainty  would  be  felt  in  prescribing,  and  further- 
more, diseased  conditions  could  be  relieved  by  means  of  drugs,  with 
greater  success  than  at  present. 

In  an  attempt  to  study  the  order  in  which  symptoms  appear  and 
their  concomitance,  using  the  materia  medica  we  now  have  access  to, 
as  a  means,  it  is  found  at  once  that  it  is  a  much  easier  task  to  ascer- 
tain and  note  the  concomitance,  or  the  conditions  under  which  symp- 
toms may  appear  and  the  peculiarities  surrounding  their  appearance 
— forming,  in  large  d^ree,  "characteristics'* — than  it  is  to  discover 
the  orde:i'  of  their  appearance. 

To  discover  the  concomitance  of  symptoms,  careful  study  of 
original  provings,  such  as  compose  the  Oydopcedia  of  Drug  Patho- 
gcMny  answers  well  and  may  appear  well  defined,  even  in  the 
Hahnemannian  schema.     When  an  attempt  is  made,  however,  to 
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asoertain  the  order  in  which  symptoms  occur  in  the  coarse  of  a 
proving,  certain  difficulties  will  be  at  once  met  with. 

In  the  first  place  provings  have  not  been  carried  on  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  the  sequence  of  symptoms  and  their  records;  even 
the  originals  are  extremely  misleading.  Many  of  the  provers  have 
used  preparations  of  drugs  that  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  pro- 
duce accurate  results ;  many  have  been  inaccurate  in  recording  symp- 
toms as  to  their  time  of  occurrence  and  similar  valuable  points. 
Even  those  provings  which  bear  evidence  of  having  been  carefully 
conducted  are  of  less  assistance  in  the  present  inquiry  than  would  be 
imagined  without  investigation. 

Nearly  all  provers  are  recorded  as  having  taken  a  dose  of  the 
drug  at  least  once  a  day  and  many  of  them,  several  times  a  day.  In 
such  cases,  a  little  thought  will  show  how  difficult  it  is,  when  any 
new  symptom  appears  in  the  course  of  a  proving,  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  caused  by  the  dose  taken  to-day,  yesterday  or  earlier 
yet,  and  where  its  place  is  in  relation  to  other  symptoms. 

To  illustrate  this  point,  Proving  No.  21,  of  chromium,  OydopcBdia 
of  Drug  PcUhogenesyy  will  be  utilized,  the  proving  having  been  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  Norton  with  evident  care.  The  amount  taken  was 
one  grain  of  the  first  trituration  of  kali  bicbrom.  daily.  On  the 
fiflh  day  of  the  proving  occurs  the  following  symptom  : 

'^  Frequent  acid  risings  ;  acid  burning  in  stomach  once  or  twice  in 
day.  During  afternoon  taste  like  salt  in  the  mouth.  Transient  acute 
pain  at  base  of  1.  scapula;  frontal  and  occipital  headache;  earache 
in  evening." 

These  symptoms  were  recorded  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  proving, 
but  is  it  possible  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  produced  by  the 
first,  second,  third,  fourth  or  fifth  dose?  Perhaps  some  from  the 
dose  taken  on  one  day  and  some  from  doses  taken  on  other  days  of 
the  series.  This  is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that  ^*  frontal  and 
occipital  headache"  had  occurred  also  on  a  previous  day.  On  this 
fifth  day,  therefore,  was  it  caused  by  the  dose  taken  that  day  or  a 
previous  one?  These  difficulties  seem  to  make  accurate  work  on 
this  line  impossible. 

It  happens  that  Dr.  Norton  made  three  provings  on  himself  with 
kali  bichromicum.  An  opportunity  is  here  presented  to  ascertain 
whether  a  drug  will,  under  similar  circumstances,  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual, invariably  produce  symptoms  in  the  same  order  and  at 
the  same  distance  of  time  from  the  moment  of  taking  the  drug. 
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For  if  there  be  an  invariable  sequence  of  symptoms,  the  same  daj 
of  each  proving  should  exhibit  identical  symptoms.  Examine  now 
the  record  of  the  twelfth  day  of  each  of  Dr.  Norton's  provings : 

First  Proving:  "  Rheumatic  pain  in  knee  and  chest." 
Second  Proving:  "Woke  with  all  feelings  of  having  caught 
severe  cold.  Nose  full  and  loaded  as  if  going  to  discharge  abun- 
dantly;  throat  dry,  with  pain  on  swallowing;  tongue  thickly  furred 
and  of  light  brown  color  on  dorsum ;  soreness  in  larynx ;  pain  in 
sides  and  nape  of  neck  and  in  1.  shoulder  ;  throat  looks  red  and 
inflamed  around  tonsils;  cough  began  on  awaking;  sputa  free  and 
thick,  transparent,  of  slaty  color." 

Third  Proving :  "  After  breakfast  uneasiness  in  stomach  lasting 
all  day,  as  if  from  .over-eating,  seated  two  or  three  inches  below 
ensiform  cartilege." 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  this  instance  at  least  no  similarity  exists 
between  the  groups  of  symptoms  brought  out  on  the  same  day  of 
each  proving ;  on  each  occasion  a  different  part  of  the  body  seemed 
to  feel  the  influence  of  the  drug.  On  looking  over  the  records  of 
the  entire  proving,  the  symptoms  of  one  day  only  of  the  fourteen 
days  that  each  proving  lasted — the  fifth  day — exhibit  resemblance. 

First  Proving:  "  Frequent  acid  risings;  acid  burning  in  stomach 
once  or  twice  in  day.  I)uring  afUrnoon  taste  like  salt  in  mouth. 
Transient  acute  pain  at  base  of  1.  scapula ;  frontal  and  occipital 
headache ;  earache  in  e." 

Second  Proving :  "Same  (rheumatic  pain)  in  nearly  all  joints  ; 
sensation  as  of  a  hair  at  the  back  of  tongue  and  on  velum,  lasting  a 
considerable  time,  and  not  removed  by  eating  or  drinking." 

Third  Proving:  "  Salt  taste  in  aft;ernoon  ;  sour  risings  and  burning 
in  stomach  ;  rheumatic  pains  in  nearly  all  joints." 

"  Rheumatic  pains  "  are  noted  throughout  the  provings  and  are 
not  peculiar  to  the  fifth  day. 

Again,  it  would  be  expected  that  when  a  " characteristic"  symp- 
tom appears  it  would  be  brought  out  on  the  same  day  of  each  prov- 
ing made  by  the  same  person  under  similar  circumstances.  In  Dr. 
Norton's  provings  a  peculiar  symptom  that  appears  in  each  of  the 
three  records :  "  Sensation  as  of  a  hair  on  the  back  of  tongue  and  on 
velum,  not  removed  by  eating  or  drinking,"  occurred  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  first  proving,  the  fifth  day  of  the  second,  and  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  third. 

In  many  provings  what  little  regularity  is  observed  in  the  dose 
taken  is  broken  by  allowing  one  day  or  more  to  intervene  without 
taking  any  of  the  drug. 
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It  would  appear,  then,  taking  the  records  of  the  provings  of  all 
drugs  as  they  are  to  be  found,  that  they  do  not  furnish  data  suffi- 
ciently accurate  for  scientific  work  in  ascertaining  the  sequence  of 
symptoms,  and  no  one  who  has  investigated  the  subject  could  have 
confidence  in  results  based  upon  these  records  so  far  as  they  bear  on 
this  point 

The  only  approach  apparently  to  anything  like  accuracy  would 
be  to  re-prove  each  drug  with  special  reference  to  the  sequence  of 
symptoms,  giving  but  a  single  dose  of  the  drug  and  recording  its 
effects  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence. 

And  were  this  to  be  done  there  yet  stands  in  the  way  of  ac- 
curacy the  fact  noted  above,  that  symptoms  do  not  appear  in  the 
same  order  always  even  when  the  circumstances  are  similar.  Per- 
sonal peculiarities,  the  state  of  the  system  at  the  time  of  proving, 
local  effects  of  the  drug,  the  size  of  the  dose,  and  many  other  cir- 
cumstances interfere  with  the  regularity  of  the  sequence. 

Nor  does  it  seem  probable  that  any  but  crude  and  uncertain  re- 
sults can  be  obtained  by  the  study  of  cases  of  poisoning,  since  even 
the  most  virulent  poisons  do  not  affect  all  persons  alike.  Witness 
arsenic,  which  in  one  person  may  attack  the  stomach  and  bowels 
primarily  and  in  another  person  not  these  organs  at  all,  apparently, 
but  the  nervous  system  alone. 

If,  then,  sequence  of  symptoms  is  an  uncertain  guide  in  the 
present  state  of  knowledge,  upon  what  must  reliance  be  placed  ia. 
prescribing  for  disease?  The  answer  would  seem  to  be  the  same 
now  as  in  the  days  of  Father  Hahnemann,  the  totcUily  of  the  symp- 
toms at  any  given  stage  of  the  disease.  We  are  able  with  the  knowl- 
edge we  have  to  form  a  good,  and  in  numerous  cases  a  very  com- 
plete, picture  of  the  effects  of  many  drugs  on  the  system,  and  thus 
have  the  means  at  hand  to  relieve  disease. 

While  our  records  of  provings  do  not  seem  to  furnish  data  by 
which  to  ascertain  sequence  of  symptoms,  yet  they  are  a  mine  of 
wealth  to  him  whose  aim  is  to  ascertain  the  true  pathogenesis  of 
each  drug.  The  search-light  of  scientific  inquiry  is  being  thrown 
upon  these  records  in  the  effort  to  ascribe  to  each  remedy  those  symp- 
toms and  those  only  which  it  produces  on  the  human  system. 

When  this  new  material,  accurate  and  reliable,  shall  be  accessible 
to  every  prescriber,  he  must  feel  a  confidence  in  a  materia  medica  in 
which  there  is  a  reasonable  certainty  that  every  symptom  therein 
recorded  is  a  true  effect  of  the  drug,  and  with  such  reliable  aid  the 
physician  will  be  enabled  to  perform  his  work  of  mercy  with  in- 
creased confidence  and  success. 
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A  CASE  OF  EPICYSTOTOMY  FOR  STONE,  AFTER  THE  METHOD  OF 

DITTEL. 

BY  OARL  y.  YISGHBR,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 

(Read  before  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  June,  1860.) 

The  foHowing  case  presents  one  or  two  points  of  rather  unusual 
interest^  together  with  a  comparativelj  new  operative  procedure. 
Therefore,  I  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  asking  your  attention  for  a 
short  time  to  its  description. 

Mr.  C.  S.9  8Bt.  69  years,  was  sent  me,  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr. 
A.  M.  Barnes,  for  examination,  having  suffered  more  or  less  con- 
stantly for  the  past  few  years  with  symptoms  pointing  to  some  vesi- 
cal trouble,  and  which  of  late  had  become  so*  severe  as  to  be  at  times 
almost  unbearable.  The  patient  having  been  a  hard-working  man 
all  his  life,  was  rather  debilitated  and  did  not  carry  his  age  very 
well.  At  the  time  of  his  first  visit  he  complained  of  frequent  mic- 
turition, accompanied  by  pain,  especially  at  the  glans  penis;  at  the 
end  of  the  act  the  pain  was  entirely  located  in  the  bladder.  The 
urine  was  ammoniacal,  containing  large  quantities  of  mucus  and 
pus,  occasionally  blood  and  a  slight  amount  of  albumin,  but  not  any 
more  of  the  latter  than  could  be  accounted  for  by  the  pus.  There 
were  no  casts  or  anything  leading  one  to  suspect  that  kidney 
changes  were  present.  Physical  examination  revealed  a  large  penis, 
slight  urethritis  showing  itself  by  the  presence  of  a  discharge. 
Testicles  normal.  Rectal  examination  showed  a  slight  enlargement 
of  the  prostate.  The  introduction  of  a  catheter  proved  the  bladder 
to  be  incapable  of  emptying  itself  completely,  as  over  an  ounce  of 
residual  urine  was  withdrawn.  On  sounding,  a  slightly  eccentric 
hypertrophied  bladder  markedly  jrabeculated  was  found,  together 
with  a  small  stone,  first  felt  in  the  fossa  on  the  right  side,  the  most 
usual  place,  especially  in  old  men.'^ 

Further  examination  showed  a  small  tumor  a  little  posterior  to 
the  left  lobe  of  the  prostate,  which  felt  exceedingly  hard,  leading 
me  to  suspect  an  encysted  stone,  which  later  on  proved  to  be  the 
case.     Operation  was  advised  ;  to  this  the  patient  readily  consented. 

After  careful  consideration  the  high  operation  was  decided  upon,  as 

* 

*  Ultzmanu    Eight  times  out  of  ten. 
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lithotrity,  to  my  mind,  was  excluded  by  the  severe  and  long-stand- 
ing catarrh,  not  considering  the  difficulties  the  prostate,  although 
but  slightly  enlarged,  would  offer. 

The  median  section  was  excluded  on  account  of  suspicion  of  an 
encysted  calculus,  which,  if  not  impossible,  would  have  proven 
exceedingly  difficult  to  remove  by  that  procedure. 

I  therefore  opened  the  bladder  above  the  pubis  in  the  following 
manner : 

The  patient  having  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  ether, 
the  pubis  was  shaven  and  thoroughly  cleansed  in  the  usual  way ;  the 
bladder  was  carefully  washed  with  Thiersch's  solution,  after  which 
the  pelvis  was  raised,  as  first  suggested  by  Trendelenburg,  this  caus- 
ing the  abdominal  contents  to  gravitate  toward  the  diaphragm,  and 
in  so  doing,  draw  the  peritonaeum  with  them.  The  abdominal  wall 
was  now  incised  in  the  usual  manner  until  the  bladder  wall  was  ex- 
pased.  After  being  satisfied  that  the  peritonseum  was  out  of  harm's 
way,  the  abdominal  incision  was  enlarged  upward  with  a  probe- 
pointed  bistoury.  A  staff  was  now  introduced  and  the  beak  drawn 
against  the  pubis.  After  having  placed  the  thumb  on  the  point  of  the 
instrument,  it  was  gentry  pushed  back,  making  the  bladder  wall 
tense.  The  handle  of  the  staff  was  next  entrusted  to  an  assistant 
and  the  bladder  incised.  A  hook  was  then  placed  in  the  upper 
angle  of  the  wobnd,  holding  the  bladder  up.  A  finger  was  now 
introduced,  and  by  means  of  a  pair  of  forceps  six  small  uric  acid 
calculi  were  removed.  On  further  examination  the  seventh  stone 
was  found  encysted  at  the  site  suspected.  On  the  right  side,  corre- 
sponding with  the  normal  depression,  a  diverticulum  was  found,  the 
bottom  of  which  could  barely  be  touched  by  the  finger.  The  middle 
lobe  of  the  prostate  was  slightly  enlarged,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to 
justify  its  removal,  nor  would  it  have  been  advisable  in  the  condition 
of  the  patient.  The  bladder  was  now  thoroughly  irrigated  and  a 
Trendelenburg  drain  with  a  Dittel  modification  introduced,  also  a 
catheter  a  dimure. 

The  object  in  carrying  out  the  above  iechniqae  was  to  avoid  the 
possibilities  of  a  rupture  of  the  bladder,  which  I  have  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  see  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  just  in  such  cases  as 
this  where  the  sub-mucous  and  possibly  the  deeper  layers  of  the 
bladder  were  infiltrated  as  a  result  of  the  chronic  cystitis.  It  also 
took  much  less  time,  a  factor  of  no  little  importance  where  the 
patient's  vitality  is  low.  This  method,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  was 
first  introduced  and  practiced  by  von  Dittel,  of  Vienna. 
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The  ailer-oourse  was  not  altogether  uneveDtful,  and  therefore  a 
few  notes  from  the  record  may  prove  of  interest. 

As  the  ()atient  was  exoeedingly  restless  and  suffering  considerable 
pain  after  the  reaction  from  the  ether,  a  suppository  containing  one 
grain  of  opium  and  one-quarter  of  a  grain  of  extract  of  belladonna 
was  given.  This  was  repeated  in  the  first-twenty  four  hours,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  there  developed  a  slight  meteorismus  which 
gradually  increased  for  the  forty-eight  hours  following,  giving  rise 
to  considerable  pain  and  discomfort  to  the  patient  and  no  little 
anxiety  to  me,  especially  when  vomiting  set  in.  Peritonitis  was  natu- 
rally thought  of,  yet  I  was  morally  certain  the  peritonsBum  was  not 
wounded  during  the  operation ;  the  temperature  was  also  not  in  ratio 
to  the  rest  of  the  symptoms.  At  no  time  did  it  reach  over  100^ 
F.  His  pulse,  furthermore,  had  none  of  the  characteristics  of 
peritoneal  inflammation,  nor  did  his  general  condition  indicate 
such.  The  bowels  had  not  been  moved  since  before  the  operation, 
so  a  turpentine  enema  was  advised.  This  was  followed  by  the  es- 
cape of  considerable  flatus.  I  was  rather  at  a  loss  to  account  for  his 
condition  until  Dr.  Barnes  suggested  that  it  was  due  to  a  paralysis 
of  the  bowels  caused  by  the  opium,  he  having  seen  such  cases  on 
several  occasions.  The  subsequent  course,  which  was  uneventful, 
rather  proved  such  to  have  been  the  case,  as  after  the  free  escape  of 
flatus  and  a  few  small  passages  the  tympanites  immediately  disap- 
peared. The  bladder  was  washed  with  Thiersch's  solution  every 
five  hours  for  the  first  three  days,  after  which  twice  daily.  The 
cystitis  rapidly  subsided.  The  catheter  was  removed  at  the  end  of 
the  first  twenty-four  hours,  the  drain  on  the  fourth  day,  afl«r  which 
the  wound  rapidly  healed.  Since  the  operation  the  patient  is  enjoy- 
ing comparatively  good  health. 


PNEUMONIC  GRIPPE,  OR  PNEUMONIC  INFLUENZA. 

BY  WALTBB  RALBIGH  AMBSBUBT,   M.D.,  KICHOLASVILLB,   KT. 

As  there  exists  a  more  or  less  intimate  relation  between  the  pneu- 
monic symptoms  of  la  grippe  and  lobar  pneumonia,  and  being  some- 
what puzzled  as  to  how  I  should  designate  the  symptoms  of  the  former 
from  the  latter,  I  have,  for  the  want  of  a  better  nomenclature,  taken 
it  upon  myself  to  give  the  combination  the  name  of  pneumonic  grippe. 
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and  in  this  letter  to  describe  it  bj  that  name.    The  context  will  give 
my  reasons  for  that  name. 

At  the  time  of  the  epidemic  of  la  grippe  or  influenza  in  the  early 
months  of  the  present  year,  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  treating  366 
acute  cases,  and  43  cases  (chronic)  which  had  been  prescribed  for  by 
others  or  were  self-medicated  with  antipyrine,  quinine,  calomel,  teas 
of  different  kinds,  and  whiskey,  etc.  These  latter  patients  came  to 
my  office  during  the  period  of  6  to  10  weeks  after  the  subsidence  of 
the  acute  symptoms  of  the  disease  and  each  suffering  in  different 
ways  and  in  various  degrees,  all  of  whom  were  quickly  relieved  of 
their  several  affections  by  the  indicated  remedy. 

The  symptoms  in  my  locality  within  the  first  24  hours  would  be 
some  cough,  with  white,  frothy  expectoration,  more  or  less  puffed 
eyelids,  and  puffiness  of  the  whole  face,  slight  watery  discharge  from 
nose,  with  a  stopping  up  of  that  organ,  great  general  lassitude,  in- 
clination to  stretch  the  limbs  to  their  fullest  extent,  lumbar  backache, 
as  if  the  back  would  break  in  two,  aching  in  every  limb  as  if  bruised 
after  being  pounded,  general  soreness  of  all  the  muscles,  intense 
throbbing  headache  and  exquisite  pain  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  pho- 
tophobia, cannot  bear  noise,  headache  worse  on  movement,  impatient, 
irritable  mood,  in  some  cases  vomiting  of  a  yellow  and  gluey  frothy 
mucus,  great  thirst,  great  restlessness,  loss  of  appetite,  tongue  coated 
and  furred  of  yellowish  white  color,  with  clear  edges,  congested  face, 
constipation ;  pulse  was  hard,  full  and  tense,  the  number  of  beats 
varying  with  the  temperature,  the  temperature  ranging  generally 
from  98J°  F.  to  103J^  F. ;  several  cases  registered  104^  F. ;  in 
three  cases,  106f  ^  F.  In  13  cases  the  symptoms  as  given  were 
present  in  every  item,  the  same  clinical  thermometer  being  used,  and 
in  every  one  of  these  cases  it  registered  98^^  F.  I  would  not  be 
surprised  at  this  had  I  taken  the  temperature  under  the  arm,  as  then 
there  would  be  room  for  doubt,  but  in  every  adult  the  temperature 
was  taken  under  the  tongue,  except  in  the  case  of  children,  when  it 
was  taken  under  the  arm.  I  could  not  believe  my  thermometer 
when  the  symptoms  were  so  marked,  so  gave  more  time,  but  with  no 
higher  registration ;  and  while  I  am  on  the  subject  of  temperatures 
I  mention  the  fact  that  I  prescribed  in  all  these  cases  just  as  I  had  done 
to  the  high  temperatures,  with  aeon.  Ix,  and  bell.  Ix  in  alternation, 
and  out  of  curiosity  and  research  I  returned  to  five  of  the  13  cases 
at  times  varying  from  one  to  three  hours  aft«r  giving  the  remedies, 
and  in  each  of  these  cases  the  thermometer  indicated  from  102^  to 
103i°  F.    Somehow  the  drugs  unbridled  the  pent  up  temperature. 
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I  wish  now  I  had  tried  the  temperatures  in  the  whole  13  cases,  but 
I  contented  myself  with  the  five^  as  I  was  visiting  from  35  to  42 
cases  dailj^  and  had  no  time  to  make  double  visits  (I  would  feel 
obliged  if  some  reasonable  explanation  could  be  given  to  me  by  one 
of  our  school  in  these  cases,  putting  aside  the  liability  of  error  in  taking 
the  temperature,  for  I  took  every  precaution  not  to  be  deluded  myself). 
The  symptoms  in  the  next  24  hours,  t^.,  48  hours  from  the  beginning 
of  the  symptoms  without  medical  aid  being  called  in  had,  in  addition 
to  the  forgoing  symptoms,  slight  circumscribed  to  diffuse  bronchial 
rftles,  abdominal  pains  in  some,  but  more  often  pains  in  the  lungs 
themselves,  or  a  neuralgia  along  the  intercostals ;  some  had  a  loose 
cough,  but  more  oft«n  a  dry,  irritating  cough,  with  a  frothy,  or  white 
or  grayish-white,  and  in  some  grayish-yellow  and  lumpy  expectora- 
tion of  varying  quantities.  By  auscultation  very  slight  crepitant  r&les, 
not  always  discernible  in  all  cases  at  this  period,  but  I  found  that  in 
almost  every  uumedicated  case,  t.€.,  on  the  expectant  plan  adopted  by 
the  patients  themselves,  there  existed,  after  48  hours  to  the  70th  hour, 
plainly  pronounced  sub-crepitant  and  crepitant  r&Ies,  with  more 
neuralgic  pains  along  the  intercostal  nerves,  generally  on  the  right 
side,  from  the  fifth  to  the  seventh  rib  inclusive.  Some  patients  com- 
plained of  burning  and  pricking  in  the  lungs,  and  this  was  generally 
seated  also  in  the  right  lung,  and  at  this  period  the  expectoration  was 
still  frothy  or  lumpy  gray  or  lumpy  yellowish  color,  but  more 
abundant. 

On  studying  these  acute  cases  from  every  stage  of  the  disease,  I 
could  not  help  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  pneumonic  symp- 
toms after  the  48th  or  70th  hour  from  the  development  of  the 
disease,  is  not  a  complication  of  la  grippe,  but  that  the  pneumonic 
symptoms  are  present  from  the  very  commencement  and  are  part 
and  parcel  of  the  disease  called  la  grippe  or  influenza,  only  that  in 
the  first  hours  of  the  disease  we  are  not  able  to  hear  the  fine  sounds 
in  the  lungs,  nor  upon  inquiry  could  I  find,  in  a  single  case,  the 
prolonged  chill  or  rigor  which  is  diagnostic  of  true  lobar  pneumonia. 
I  had  five  cases  where  the  patients  treated  themselves  for  a  varying 
number  of  days  with  simple  teas;  in  two  of  these  five  cases  I  saw 
one  after  eight  days,  the  other  on  the  eleventh  day;  on  auscultation, 
peroussion,  history  of  case,  the  temperature  and  sputum  made  my 
diagnosis  positive  of  being  pneumonia  following  on  grippe;  the 
symptoms,  except  dulness,  were  well  pronounced  in  every  particular, 
and  that  the  patients  did  not  appear  so  ill  and  the  symptoms  not  so 
severe  as  seen  in  a  case  of  true  pneumonia.     There  are  other  points 
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of  interest  between  the  pneumonic  symptoms  of  la  Grippe  and  true 
lobar  pneumonia,  which  to  me  make  a  very  decided  differential  diag- 
nosis. In  all  these  cases  of  pneumonic  symptoms  implanted  upon 
grippe  I  have  not  found  a  single  case  in  which  there  was  the 
characteristic  prolonged  rigor  which  a  typical  lobar  pneumonia  has. 
The  pneumonic  grippe  has  a  suocession  of  short-lasting  chills,  and 
there  may  be  only  one  or  two  slight  ones;  more  especially  are  these 
chills  heard  from  in  the  first  24  hours.  Then  the  signs  of  inflam- 
mation in  the  lungs  and  intercostal  neuralgia  of  the  pneumonic 
grippe  was  not  in  any  case  so  severe  as  in  the  typical  lobar  pneu- 
monia, though  the  pains  are  somewhat  identical,  but  in  intensity  they 
are  much  more  reduced.  Again,  in  the  pneumonic  grippe,  at  the 
48th  to  70th  hour  the  crepitant  rftles  are  more  easily  to  be  found, 
j  and  more  so  in  some  cases  than  others.     Sometimes  I  found  one, 

I  two  or  three  circumscribed  spots  varying  in  size,  at  others  the  crepi- 

tation was  general,  but  in  the  separation  of  the  walls  of  the  air-cells 
on  inspiration,  which  produces  the  crepitant  sounds  to  a  typical 
degree  in  true  pneumonia,  is  a  good  deal  more  modified  in  the  crepi- 
tation of  pneumonic  grippe,  which  gave  me  the  impression  as  if  water 
had  been  added  to  the  mucilage  between  the  student's  hands  while 
producing  the  experimental  sounds  of  the  crepitant  r&les  of  the  lungs 
heard  in  disease.  Another  singular  fact  about  the  crepitant  sounds 
of  pneumonic  grippe  is,  that  the  sounds  are  rapidly  shifting  from 
I  one  place  to  another ;  one  morning  I  would  find  it  in  one  or  two 

i  localities,  and  by  the  next  morning  the  crepitant  sounds  would  be 

I  found  in  some  other  place.     Theorizing  on  the  presumably  ambula- 

[  tory  character  of  this  crepitation,  I  think  that  it  must  be  that  the 

*  previous  crepitatiou  sound  perfectly  disappeared  from  12  to  30  hours 

\  by  absorption  and  resolution,  as  the  inflammatory  character  was  not 

severe  enough  to  keep  the  process  up  for  a  longer  time,  or  to 
spread  it  over  a  greater  surface  of  the  lungs,  and  that  new 
circumscribed  spots  of  crepitation  made  their  appearance;  in  some 
cases  a  day  or  two  would  elapse  without  any  sign  of  crepitation,  either 
to  return  in  the  same  manner  or  to  disapi)ear  suddenly  not  to  return 
again,  these  characteristics  diffused  in  proportion  to  the  severity  of 
individual  cases.  In  only  one  case,  and  that  in  one  of  the  five  on  the 
eleventh  day,  could  I  find  dulness  on  percussion,  and  that  with 
difficulty,  over  a  small  circumscribed  area  on  the  right  side.  In  only 
the  eleventh-day  case  did  I  see  something  resembling  the  rusty 
sputum  of  true  pneumonia;  it  is  somewhat  like  it,  but  is  less  in 
quantity  and  of  a  redder  color  in  quality  than  the  true  rusty  sputum 
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of  pneumonia.  As  regards  the  other  severe  and  distressing  symptoms 
of  lobar  pneumonia,  thej  have  not  been  seen  by  me  in  any  of  the  above 
number  of  pneumonic  grippe  cases. 

Before  giving  a  r68um6  of  treatment  I  must  add,  that  out  of  the  409 
cases  treated  by  me,  about  400  were  of  the  colored  race,  living,  nay, 
existing,  in  hovels,  with  hardly  any  shelter,  no  adequate  food-  or 
clothing,  and  no  enviable  hygienic  surroundings;  everything  about 
those  people  looked  as  if  success  in  curing  them  was  against  the 
physician  and  his  efforts,  but  not  so,  as  you  will  see.  "  Homoeopathy 
won't  down,"  put  her  system  where  you  will ;  use  her  right,  she 
won't  fail. 

Complications  of  "  La  Grippe  "  Noticed  in  ike  ActUe  and  Chronic 
Cases. — 1,  Out  of  7  cases  of  utero-gestation  at  different  periods  of 
development  under  my  supervision,  there  was  one  case  of  premature 
labor  at  8th  month  in  a  delicate  woman  suffering  from  chronic  gas- 
tric catarrh.  Labor  began  about  8  hours  from  commencement  of 
grippe  and  terminated  in  about  two  hours.  Temperature  at  first 
103J°  F.,  at  termination  of  labor,  102J°.  Next  morning,  98J*^ 
F.  Under  aeon,  x,  bell,  x,  aa,  gtts.,  xx,  in  ^  g.  H,0,  teaspoonful  every 
half  hour  in  alternation,  mother  recovered.  Infant  died  in  6 
weeks.     Causes  unknown,  as  medical  aid  was  not  called  in. 

2.  One  case  has  4  healthy  children,  8  to  8^  months  pregnant,  at- 
tacked by  grippe.  Temperature,  102J°  F.  Had  many  different 
symptoms  in  the  course  of  the  first  12  hours,  among  them  slight  con- 
vulsive fits,  pains  in  back  and  up  the  spine  to  medulla.  In  3  days  she 
was  comparatively  well.  At  night  of  3d  day  she  had  another  con- 
vulsive fit  at  2.30  A.M.  Labor  was  completed.  Everything  went 
well  for  first  3  days  when  infantile  tetanus  set  in,  which  terminated 
in  the  death  of  the  infant  on  the  9th  day  after  birth.  Mother's 
urine  was  normal  by  chemical  examination ;  and  no  signs  of  albu- 
minuria physically. 

3.  Man,  set  76,  had  grippe ;  he  poured  in  whiskey  without  effect ; 
after  15  days  of  self-treatment  by  whiskey  was  attacked  by  ery- 
sipelas of  face;  about  6th  day  the  face  was  almost  well,  when  by 
the  ambulatory  character  of  the  affection,  it  seated  itself  from  half- 
way up  the  biceps  to  middle  of  left  forearm ;  the  course  was  so 
rapid  and  destructive  here,  being  of  a  genuine  phlegmonous  type, 
that  everything  was  against  the  old  man.  The  8th  night  being  a 
wet  one,  the  affeciion  again  seated  itself  about  the  left  face  and  eye, 
and  by  the  next  morning  he  was  stone  blind  in  that  eye;  mean- 
while absorption  was  taking  place  in  the  arm  which  caused  partial 
coma  on  the  10th  morning,  the  whole  left  thorax  was  swollen  to 
a  tremendous  extent,  the  patient  dying  the  same  morning,  never 
recovering  from  the  comatose  state.  His  wife  had  the  grippe,  and, 
I  presume,  by  contagion.  She  was  affected  (as  I  at  tii-st  thought 
with  tonsilitis)  with,  erysipelas  of  throat.     With  energetic  treatment 
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of  aeon,  and  bell.  ^,  gits,  x^  in  ^  g.  H^O,  isolation^  etc.,  she  re- 
covered after  7  days. 

4.  A  minister,  affected  with  grippe  and  was  treated  with  qainioe, 
antipyrine,  calomel,  etc.,  had  never  been  ill  before;  but  had  not  had 
a  well  day  since  the  grippe;  he  complained  of  having  had  11 
hiemorrhages  and  was  still  having  them  slightly ;  thoracic  and  gene- 
ral rheumatic  pains  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  Temperature,  A.M., 
99°,  P.M.,  lOOJ**  F. ;  history,  consumptive.  Bry.,  ham.  and  phos. 
in  a  couple  of  weeks  dispell^  all  the  symptoms;  temperature  still 
99°  and  99}^  F.  Gave  calc.  phos.  3x.  The  gentleman  has  not 
returned  again,  but  I  expect  the  hereditary  latent  phthisis  has  been 
provoked  to  the  front. 

6.  Orippe  treated  in  the  same  way  as  No.  4.  Complained  of 
thoracic  pains;  urine  diminished.  Temperature,  99^  F.  Limbs 
feel  bruised  ;  no  ap{)etite;  slight  cough  ;  marked  abdominal  ascites; 
cirrhosis  (chronic)  of  liver;  urinary  analysis,  albumin  nil;  phos- 
phates in  excess.  Never  had  any  dropsical  symptoms  before  the 
grippe.  The  liver,  in  my  opinion,  was  the  cause  of  the  ascites  being 
excited  by  grippe.  Bry.  2x  cured  all  symptoms,  but  nux  vom.,  ars. 
and  apocyn.  cann.  dispelled  the  ascites;  the  man  has  been  at  work 
ever  since  and  feels  well. 

A  great  number  of  patients  in  my  experience  and  observance  in 
grippe  who  i.ere  treated  with  quinine,  calomel,  antipyrine,  teas, 
etc.,  were  confined  to  their  beds  or  houses  for  long  periods  of  time, 
but  more  often,  as  in  my  43  office  cases,  suffered  from  one  or  more 
of  the  following  complications :  Supraorbital  neuralgia  (this  species 
of  neuralgia  was  indeed  very  common  in  this  locality  and  seemed  to 
be  a  sequel  of  grippe.  Aeon,  and  ars.  were  the  prime  remedies) ; 
intercostal  neuralgia  (met  by  aeon.,  ars.,  bry.,  rhus  tox);  enteralgia; 
coughs ;  thoracic  pains  in  different  localities  and  of  varying  inten- 
sities; rheumatic  pains  of  various  parts  with  varying  d^rees  of 
pain,  chiefly  seated  in  the  lumbar  and  superior  crest  and  spine  of 
ilium  ;  ovarian  neuralgia  frequent;  amenorrhoea,  several  cases. 

Treatment, — In  every  case,  without  exception,  in  this  locality, 
whether  the  temperature  ranged  from  98J°  to  105f °  F.,  from  the 
first  hour  of  the  attack,  the  symptoms,  as  previously  given,  nothing 
but  aeon,  and  bell,  aa  were  given.  Confinement  to  bed.  Sponging 
the  body,  milk  and  water  diet,  and  I  positively  state  that  not  a 
single  acute  case  remained  on  my  hands  after  my  second  visit ;  24 
hours  afterward  every  symptom  would  disappear  in  that  time  and 
temperature  would  be  normal,  and  not  in  a  single  case  thus  treated 
within  the  first  24  hours  from  the  beginning  of  grippe  did  I  see  any 
complication  appear  at  the  time  or  afterward.  In  those  cases  to 
which  I  was  called  after  24  and  within  60th  or  70th  hours,  I  first 
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removed  all  phjBicaland  general  symptoms  with  aeon,  and  bell.^and 
all  other  symptoms  of  thoracic  pains.  Neuralgia,  etc.,  were  dealt 
with  by  the  indicated  remedy,  generally  bry.,  rhus  tox.,  phos.,  are., 
for  any  great  debility  following  some  cases,  china,  off.  In  the  pneu- 
monic grippe  cases,  aeon.,  are.,  bry.,  phos.,  etc.,  were  used  according 
to  their  indication. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  delayed  sending  this  paper  before.  I  meant 
to  have  written  it  all  at  time  of  date,  but  professional  duties,  heat,  etc. 
obliged  me  to  postpone  it;  I  trust,  however,  there  may  be  some  little 
gleanings  in  my  letter  even  at  this  late  date,  and  that  you  will  not 
ridicule  this  name  of  ^'  Pneumonic  Grippe '^  for  the  want  of  a  better 
one. 


INORDINATE  PAROXYSMAL  PALPITATION  OF  THE  HEART  AND  ITS 

TREATMENT. 

BY  WM.  W.  VAN  BAUN,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 
(Read  belbre  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.) 

Occasionally  we  come  in  contact  with  and  are  perplexed  con- 
cerning patients  with  paroxysmal  hurry  of  the  heart  who  present 
no  permanent  recognizable  disease  of  that  organ,  though  they  may 
show  evidence  of  temporary  dilatation  and  murmur.  This  condi- 
tion differs  from  the  group  of  clinical  cases  with  persistent  cardiac 
acceleration,  known  as  tachycardia.  The  attention  of  the  medical 
world  has  recently  been  invited  to  a  consideration  of  this  class  of 
cases  by  Drs.  Bristowe,  Broadbent  and  Samuel  West.  The  char- 
acteristic symptoms  of  the  condition  are  found  in  individuals,  appa- 
rently healthy,  between  the  age  of  thirty  and  forty,  who  are  sud- 
denly seized  with  an  attack  of  extremely  rapid  cardiac  action. 
During  the  paroxysm  the  beating  of  the  heart  may  range  from  two 
to  three  hundred  pulsations  per  minute.  Palpitation  may  be  evi- 
dent to  the  patient,  but,  as  a  rule,  they  are  not  conscious  of  the  car- 
diac flurry.  Sometimes  prsecordial  pain  accompanies  the  furious 
action.  The  attacks  come  on  in  paroxysms,  without  warning  or 
assignable  cause,  and  may  last  a  few  minutes  or  hours,  or  even  days 
before  the  normal  pulse  rate  is  re-established.  The  rapid  pulsation 
may  occasionally  alternate  with  great  infrequency  of  the  pulse.  Dr. 
Bristowe  records  a  case  where  two  hundred  beats  gave  place  to 
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thirty-four  in  a  few  dajs.  There  will  probably  be  no  other  symp- 
toms, and,  excepting  during  the  paroxysms,  the  patients  will  be  in 
DO  way  incapacitated,  and  will  be  capable  of  attending  to  the  usnal 
occupation,  be  it  either  physical  labor  or  mental  strain.  If  the 
attacks  should  recur  with  great  frequency,  or  if  they  be  associated 
with  severe  pain  and  pronounced  palpitation,  then  the  patient  is 
placed  at  a  disadvantage  and  is  practically  unable  to  attend  to  work. 
The  attacks  consist  of  a  number  of  paroxysms  at  greater  or  less 
intervals,  the  usual  course  being  for  them  to  return  with  an  increas* 
ing  severity  and  with  diminishing  intervals  of  freedom,  although 
there  may  be  no  return  for  years.  Some  patients  will  present  signs 
of  organic  lesion  ;  the  majority  on  record,  however,  give  no  evidence 
of  organic  diseases.  During  an  attack  the  apex  may  be  displaced, 
with  increased  cardiac  dulness  due  to  dilatation,  while  cardiac  mur- 
murs of  varying  intensity  may  be  present  All  the  physical  signs 
may  pass  away  with  the  attack  and  no  cardiac  lesion  be  left  behind. 
Some  of  the  cases  recover  while  others  succumb  suddenly  to  cardiac 
syncope,  or  gradually  of  cardiac  failure,  where  there  is  no  evidence 
of  valvular  lesion.  This  latter  condition  proves  without  doubt  that 
cardiac  lesion  cannot  be  altogether  excluded.  The  real  nature  of 
the  affection  is  still  the  subject  of  speculation.  Dr.  Bristowe  regards 
the  condition  as  purely  functional,  and  in  those  cases  where  heart 
disease  was  present,  he  considers  the  cardiac  lesion  to  be  secondary 
to  the  attacks  of  palpitation.  Dr.  West  is  of  the  opinion  that  cases 
of  paroxysmal  hurry  of  the  heart  are  not  due  to  functional  disturb- 
ance alone,  but  that  the  weight  of  evidence  is  strongly  in  favor  of 
some  structural,  though  presumably  temporary,  change  in  the  mus- 
cular tissue,  the  valvular  tissue  not  being  involved.  It  has  been  ob- 
served that  a  gradual  failure  of  the  heart  is  apt  to  supervene  in  these 
cases.  Where  this  condition  is  present  the  prognosis  is  grave  respect- 
ing both  the  return  of  the  paroxysms  and  the  ultimate  outcome. 
Dr.  A.  Symons  Eccles  has  noticed  the  coincidence  of  extreme  rapid- 
ity of  the  heart's  action  with  floating  kidney  in  four  cases,  dilatation 
of  the  stomach  in  two  cases,  and  in  profuse  menorrhagia  at  the 
menopause,  in  two  cases.  These  cases  have  induced  him,  in  default 
of  pathological  evidence  to  the  contrary,  to  regard  prolonged  irrita- 
tion of  the  abdominal  sympathetic,  either  continuous  or  intermit- 
tent, as  a  probable  cause  of  paroxysmal  tachycardia  resulting  from 
reflex  inhibition  of  the  vagus,  or  stimulation  or  fatigue  of  the  vagus 
centre,  or  from  the  reference  of  irritation  of  the  sympathetic  peri- 
phery in  the  abdomen  to  the  cardiac  accelerator  fibres  of  the  sympa- 
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thetic,  in  the  same  way  as  might  frequently  be  noticed  in  regard  to 
oerebro-spinal  nerves  of  sensation.  With  the  knowledge  at  hand  it 
is  impossible  to  prove  any  of  these  conclusions,  yet  as  many  of  the 
recorded  cases  show  antecedents,  such  as  rheumatism,  syphilis, 
together  with  undue  strain  as  a  not  uncommon  exciting  cause,  we 
are  naturally  led  to  the  belief  that  the  opinion  of  Dr.  West  is 
worthy  of  great  consideration. 

Case  1. — Sudden  collapse:  pulse  200-260;  with  no  assignable 
cause]  no  murmur)  irregular  rhythm.  History:  indefinite  rheu- 
matic; domestic  trouble;  previous  attack,  one  year  ago;  recovery. 
Mrs.  A.  H.,  aged  thirty-five ;  married ;  one  child,  twelve  years  old. 
A  frail  woman,  five  feet  two  inches  in  height,  weighing  about  106 
pounds.  When  first  seen  the  patient  was  almost  in  a  state  of  col- 
lapse, face  pallid  and  distressed.  Pulse  difficult  to  count,  ranging 
over  240  beats  per  minute,  rhythm  irregular.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence of  cardiac  lesion  and  no  symptoms,  excepting  a  sense  of  im- 
pending death.  Palpitation  was  not  complained  of  even  on  asking 
direct  questions.  The  patient  was  immediately  put  to  bed,  and  as 
there  were  practically  no  symptoms,  excepting  the  objective  appear- 
ance of  a  weak,  poorly  nourished,  anaemic  woman,  with  an  irregular 
excessively  acting  heart  and  pulse,  chin.  ars.  2x  was  given  in  one- 
grain  doses  hourly.  The  next  morning  the  patient  stated  that 
while  she  had  passed  an  uncomfortable  night,  she  felt  stronger  and 
better;  she  had  found  that  an  occasional  deep  inspiration  would 
produce  a  grateful  sense  of  relief.  There  were  no  symptoms,  ex- 
cepting an  indefinable  distress  which  prevented  her  resting,  conse- 
quently she  had  had  but  little  sleep.  The  pulse  was  beating  200  to 
the  minute.  On  examination,  the  apex  was  found  depressed  and 
situated  half  an  inch  to  the  left  of  the  nipple  line,  just  above  the 
upper  bonier  of  the  sixth  rib.  The  cardiac  dulness  did  not  reach 
upward,  but  it  did  extend  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  an 
impulse  being  felt  at  this  situation  indicating  dilatation.  There  was 
no  evidence  of  valvular  disease.  Change  of  position  did  not  seem 
to  affect  either  the  frequency  or  the  force  of  the  pulse.  The  remedy 
was  continued  with  a  nutritious  liquid  diet ;  coffee  and  tea  being 
forbidden  ;  the  patient  being  kept  at  rest  in  bed.  The  next  morn- 
ing the  improvement  was  quite  marked.  The  character  of  the  pulse 
had  greatly  improved,  and  averaged  130  per  minute.  Treatment  con- 
tinued. The  next  day  the  patient  was  up  attending  to  her  custom- 
ary household  duties,  the  pulse  beating  90  and  the  respiration  num- 
bering 20.  The  respirations  had  never  run  over  34  to  the  minute 
during  the  entire  attack.  The  urine  was  normal  in  quantity,  light 
yellow  in  color,  reaction  acid,  specific  gravity  1020,  and  it  gave 
negative  results  to  albumen  and  sugar  tests.  There  was  no  direct 
history  of  rheumatism.  For  years  the  patient  had  been  subject  to 
chronic  pharyngitis  with  recurrent  attacks  of  severe  laryngitis.  She 
informed  me  that  one  year  ago  she  had  been  troubled  with  a  beating, 
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or  throbbing,  in  the  region  of  the  umbilicus,  as  if  something  alive 
was  inside  of  her.  It  alarmed  her  greatly.  Continuing  for  some 
time,  she  took  some  proprietary  medicine  for  tape-worm.  The  worm, 
however,  did  not  appear,  and  the  throbbing  gradually  passed  away 
not  to  again  return.  Two  weeks  afler  the  present  attack  the  patient 
was  as  well  as  usual,  the  pulse  being  much  stronger  and  beating 
regularly  at  80  per  minute.  This  attack  lasted  nearly  four  days. 
Five  weeks  after  the  first  attack,  without  known  cause,  while  sitting 
in  a  rocking-chair,  she  had  a  second  paroxysm  similar  in  nature  to 
the  first ;  the  pulse  beating  from  200  to  250  per  minute.  There 
was  this  difference,  however;  the  patient  did  not  yield  to  treatment. 
Chin,  ars.,  croton  tig.,  hydrocyanic  acid.,  strychnine  and  tabacum 
were  all  given  without  result  At  times  her  hands  and  fisice  would 
be  bathed  in  a  cold  sweat ;  as  the  pulse  tension  was  moderately  high 
glonoin  was  used  ;  it  failed  to  produce  the  desired  amelioration  of 
the  symptoms  and  had  no  influence  on  the  pulse.  The  pulse  con- 
tinued beating  steadily  at  over  200  per  minute  for  more  than  a  week. 
On  the  eighth  and  ninth  day,  digitalis  tinct,  in  thirty-drop  doses, 
every  four  hours,  improved  the  character  of  the  pulse  but  did  not 
lessen  its  frequency.  On  the  tenth  day  strophanthus  was  given  in 
five-drop  doses  every  four  hours.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  eleventh 
day  the  pulse  dropped  to  90  beats  per  minute.  The  patient  regained 
her  customary  strength  and  activity  in  a  remarkably  short  time. 
During  this  prolonged  paroxysm  she  never  once  complained  of 
dyspnoea.  She  was  very  weak,  and  a  constant  sense  of  impending 
death  kept  her  in  a  state  of  mental  anguish ;  there  were  no  other 
pymptoms.  During  the  next  six  months  at  intervals  varying  from 
three  to  six  weeks,  the  patient  would  be  seized  with  attacks  of  this 
extraordinary  palpitation,  although  none  of  the  subsequent  par- 
oxysms lasted  for  more  than  three  days  at  any  one  time,  and  fre- 
quently they  would  pass  away  in  six  or  eight  hours ;  they  gradually 
lessened  in  severity,  the  pulse  falling  from  over  200  to  130  per 
minute.  During  the  interval  between  the  attacks  the  patient's 
health  was  as  good  as  usual,  the  pulse  beating  from  75  to  85  per 
minute.  The  latter  attacks  all  seemed  to  be  controlled  by  strophan- 
thus. 

It  has  now  been  seven  months  since  the  patient  has  had  an  at- 
tack, and  she  considers  herself  a  well  woman — an  opinion  which 
I  cannot  endorse.  It  is  not  probable  that  her  attacks  were  due 
merely  to  functional  disturbances.  In  this  case  the  attacks  came  on 
suddenly  without  known  cause.  The  second  paroxysm  failed  to 
yield  to  treatment,  and  gradually  wore  itself  out.  The  use  of  stro- 
phanthus may  have  hastened  the  termination  of  this  paroxysm,  as 
the  subsequent  history  shows  that  all  the  other  paroxysms  were 
shorter  in  duration  and  less  violent.  The  last  attack  continued 
about  eight  hours  and  caused  comparatively  little  inoonvenience. 
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Case  2. — Sudden  faintneM;  anxiety ;  piUae  240;  threatened  col- 
lapse ;  cardia4i  dilaicUion ;  no  dyspnoea ;  relieved  by  glonoin  and 
tabacum;  recurrent  aUacks]  rapid  restoration  between  dttacks  to 
general  health;  recovery. 

Mr.  H.  K.,  aged  30^  hardware  clerk.  He  had  been  feeling  as  well  as 
usualy  when  on  stooping  over  to  lift  a  package  from  the  floor  he  was 
taken  suddenly  ill,  with  a  sensation  of  nausea,  extreme  prostration, 
and  a  distressed  feeling  in  his  chest.  He  was  .given  a  drink  of 
whiskey,  sent  home,  and  put  to  bed.  When  I  saw  him  his  pulse, 
while  soft  and  weak,  was  beating  regularly  and  distinctly  240  pul- 
sations per  minute.  He  seemed  to  be  bordering  on  a  state  of  collapse. 
His  only  complaint  was  a  sense  of  faintness.  This  was  associated 
with  considerable  anxiety  and  mental  excitement.  There  were  no 
indications  of  cardiac  lesion,  there  being  neither  murmur  or  friction 
sound.  The  apex  was  to  the  left  of  the  nipple  in  the  fifth  inter- 
space, diffused  two  finger  tips  in  breadth.  In  this  case  I  was  fear- 
ful lest  the  patient  would  die  of  a  heart  paralyzed  in  diastole.  One- 
drop  doses  of  the  third  centesimal  alcoholic  solution  of  glonoin 
every  three  hours  in  ten  hours  produced  an  extremely  gratifying  re- 
sult. The  cardiac  action  was  slowed  and  the  danger  averted.  For 
the  next  six  days  the  patient  was  anaemic  and  bathed  in  perspira- 
tion. While  he  remained  in  bed  he  seemed  to  be  perfectly  well. 
The  instant  he  would  leave  his  couch  the  pulse  would  jump  from 
an  even  hundred  up  to  two  hundred  and  over.  This  was  associated 
with  a  sickening  anguish  which  he  could  not  express.  On  the  third 
day  there  was  no  apparent  change  for  the  better ;  the  symptoms  in- 
dicated a  degree  of  chest  oppression  without  pain.  The  patient 
complained  constantly  that  a  great  misfortune  had  happened  to  him, 
the  nature  of  which  he  was  not  able  to  explain.  His  pulse  was 
150,  and  his  skin  was  bathed  in  perspiration.  He  was  placed  on  taran- 
tula 30.  On  the  seventh  day,  to  my  surprise,  the  patient,  except- 
ing his  weakness,  became  suddenly  as  well  as  ever,  the  pulse  being 
normal.  Three  days  later  the  signs  of  dilatation  having  passed 
away  he  returned  to  his  business.  Eight  weeks  afler  his  first  par- 
oxysm he  had  a  second  attack.  In  addition  to  the  peculiar  sick  dis- 
tress and  pallor  he  stated  that  he  had  been  annoyed  with  an  alterna- 
ting diarrhoea  and  constipation,  an  occasional  sense  of  palpitation, 
muscse  vol itantes,  tinnitus  aurium,  and  at  times  a  dry  cough. 

The  pulse  when  felt  was  beating  200  to  the  minute,  and  at  this  time 
there  was  no  complaint  of  palpitation.  The^patient  not  using  to- 
bacco, he  was  given  tabacum  30th,  and  the  attack  terminated  in 
three  days.  During  the  next  four  or  five  months,  ending  April, 
1889,  since  which  time  I  have  not  seen  him,  the  patient  had  a  num- 
ber of  paroxysms  of  excessive  heart-hurry,  the  severity  of  the  par- 
oxysms gradually  ceasing  and  the  free  interval  lengthening.  Taba- 
cum  30th  always  seemed   to  give  him  relief.     Careful  physical 
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examination  showed  the  man  to  be  to  all  intent  and  purpose  organi- 
cally sound.  Yet  from  some  bidden  cause  he  suffered  from  parox- 
ysms of  the  most  rapid  heart  l>eating,  lasting  at  times  from  three  to 
twenty  hours,  that  I  had  ever  seen.  After  the  cessation  of  the  at- 
tack the  rapid  return  to  usual  health  was  astonishing.  Another 
strange  factor  in  this  case  was  that  he  never  complained  of  a  sense 
of  palpitation  during  a  paroxysm.  General  treatment:  Naturally 
in  desperate  cases  with  threatening  cardiac  paralysis  we  turn  to 
stimulants  like  alcohol  and  ammonia,  or  to  the  more  rapidly  acting 
heart  tonics,  amyl  nitrite  or  glonoin ;  the  latter  while  not  quite  so 
prompt  in  action  as  amyl  nitrite  is  much  the  safer  drug.  In  the 
first  of  the  two  cases  related  at  length  glonoin  proved  to  be  of  ab- 
solutely no  value,  while  in  the  second  case  it  produced  a  condition 
that  was  less  dangerous  than  before  it  was  given,  but  its  continued 
use  failed  to  produce  curative  results.  In  the  first  instance,  afber 
using  many  remedies,  strophanthus  proved  effectual,  and  in  the 
latter  case  tabacum  30th  produced  results  that  could  not  help  but  be 
gratifying.  My  experience  being  too  limited  to  mark  out  a  clear-cut 
line  of  treatment,  I  look  for  good  results  from  the  group  of  simi- 
larly acting  remedies  such  as  amygdalae  am.  aq.,  amyl  nit.,  atro- 
pium,  chininum  ars.  and  sulph.,  glon.,  jaborandi,  kali  nitr.,;  naja  trip., 
pilocarpinum  strychninum,  tabacum,  thea.,  and,  lastly,  digitalis  and 
strophanthus.  The  patient  is  to  be  placed  on  his  right  side  in  as 
near  a  horizontal  position  as  possible.  Huchard  recommends  a 
spray  of  bichloride  of  methyl  to  the  pracordium,  the  back  of  tHe 
neck  or  to  the  chest.  When  the  cardiac  weakness  is  very  marked 
and  synco|)e  is  present  direct  cardiac  stimulation  is  necessary,  such 
as  has  been  suggested  above  or  by  means  of  hypodermic  injections 
of  ether  or  caffeine,  together  with  inhalations  of  amyl  nitrite. 
During  the  interval  between  attacks  coffee,  tea,  alcohol  in  any  shape 
and  tobacco  are  to  be  strictly  forbidden. 


THE  PROTECTION  W  THE  PUBLIC  AGAINST  TUBERCULAR 
CONSUMPTION. 

BY  PEMBERTON   DUDLEY,  M.D.,   PHILADELPHIA,   PA. 

(Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia.) 

In  introducing  to  an  audience  of  physicians  the  subject  of  pulmo- 
nary tuberculosis  in  any  of  its  aspects  there  is  no  need  to  make  more 
than  the  briefest  allusion  to  its  merciless  and  intractable  nature^  or 
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to  its  vast  destruction  of  human  life.  And  there  is  another  feature 
of  the  malady  which  is  sufficiently  apparent  to  medical  practitioners^ 
but  which  is  unappreciated  by  the  mass  of  our  fellow-citizens — its 
destruction  of  property.  I  allude  to  this  feature  of  the  disease  here 
because  it  is  probable  that  only  by  the  forcible  presentation  of  this 
&ct  can  the  public  mind  be  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  effectively  combating  it.  The  public  should  be  brought  to  see, 
as  the  physician  sees,  that  when  this  blanch-faced  enemy,  consump- 
tion, enters  a  household,  that  a  merchant's  store  is  closed,  an  account- 
ant's ledger  is  balanced,  a  journalist's  pen  laid  down,  a  preacher's 
voice  silenced,  a  teacher's  desk  forsaken,  a  workman's  bench  aban- 
doned, and,  as  a  consequence,  an  income  cut  off,  and  cut  off  not  to 
be  againr  restored.  It  is  not  so  with  an  invasion  of  typhoid  fever, 
or  pneumonia,  or  rheumatism,  nor  even  in  the  presence  of  the  most 
malignant  epidemics.  ^  These  involve  a  suspension  of  income, — that 
an  arrest.  And  all  too  soon,  in  many  instances,  the  family  accus- 
tomed to  the  comforts  of  a  loved  home  is  scattered  and  thrown  upon 
the  partial  or  entire  support  of  charity. 

Pulmonary  consumption  chooses  its  victims  from  that  class  of 
people  who  are  either  just  about  completing  their  growth  and  edu- 
cation preparatory  to  entrance  upon  life's  activities  and  responsibili- 
ties, or  are  in  the  prime  of  their  productive  usefulness.  The  period 
of  greatest  danger  is  included  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty 
years,  and  there  are  very  few  cases  to  be  discovered  before  the  age  of 
fifteen  or  after  fifty,  though  there  are  more  in  old  age  than  in  child- 
hood. The  average  age  of  the  victims  is  probably  not  far  from 
twenty-five.  In  couiputing  the  pecuniary  loss  from  a  fatal  case  of 
consumption,  we  might  estimate  the  cost  of  maintenance  during  the 
unproductive  years  of  life,  and  the  time  and  cost  of  education.  But 
a  more  accurate  mode,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  calculate  the  amount  of 
money  likely  to  be  earned  by  the  individual  in  case  he  escapes  the 
ravages  of  phthisis. 

According  to  the  tables  of  '^  Expectation  of  Life,"  based  as  they 
are  upon  the  facts  as  they  exist,  and  not  upon  the  facts  as  they  would 
exist,  were  tubercular  phthisis  banished  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  man  or  woman  who  reaches  the  age  of 
twenty-five  in  reasonable  health  might  justly  expect  in  case  tuber- 
cular consumption  could  be  avoided,  to  live  thirty  years  longer,  i.e., 
to  the  age  of  fifty-five.  Assuming,  however,  for  the  sake  of  safety, 
that  the  limit  is  but  twenty-five  years,  and  we  have  before  us  the 
fact  that  the  average  victim  of  consumption  involves  to  the  commu- 
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nity,  and  chiefly  to  his  family,  a  loss  of  tweuty-five  years  of  prodac- 
tive  industry. 

Next,  let  us  assume  that  the  average  healthy  man  between  the 
ages  of  twenty-five  and  fifty  years  can  and  does  produce,  over  and 
above  his  own  maintenance;  work  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  $5  per 
week,  and  the  average  woman  $3.  (Will  any  one  say  this  estimate 
is  extravagant?)  We  shall  thus  have,  as  the  average  of  the  two 
sexes,  $4  per  week,  or  $200  per  year,  or  $6000  for  the  twenty-five 
years,  which  consumption  cuts  off  from  its  victim's  life.  Then, 
assuming  the  average  death-rate  from  consumption  in  this  city  to 
be  fifty  per  week — I  believe  it  is  somewhat  higher  than  that — we 
have  the  well-nigh  incredible  fact  that  pulmonary  consumption  cats 
off  from  the  present  and  prospective  wealth  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia $250,000  per  week,  or  $13,000,000  per  annum. 

Yet,  startling  as  the  financial  side  of  this  great  sanitary  question 
may  be,  there  are  those  who,  having  felt  the  ravages  of  consumption 
in  their  own  homes  and  hearts,  will  vigorously  protest  against  having 
this  cold-blooded  estimate  of  dollars  and  cents  placed  beside  the 
anxiety,  the  suffering  and  apprehension,  the  bereavement  and  the 
consequent  privation  that  cast  their  black  shadow  into  thousands  of 
Philadelphia  homes  every  year.  Like  that  other  arch  enemy,  the 
saloon,  consumption  stings  the  head  of  the  household  in  many  in- 
stances, and  the  whole  family  withers  and  scatters  beneath  its  blight- 
ing power. 

What  shall  the  physician  do — what  can  he  do — in  his  capacity  as 
a  sanitarian,  and  what  can  the  public  do  in  staying  the  progress 
and  crippling  the  power  of  this  destructive  malady  ?  For  it  is  a 
question  not  alone  for  the  physician,  but  also  for  the  patriot  and 
economist;  and,  above  all,  for  the  educator,  the  journalist  and  the 
clergyman.  But  first  the  physician  must  acquire  a  correct  and 
thorough  understanding  of  the  causing  and  predisposing  factors  in 
the  production  and  propagation  of  the  disease,  and  in  the  second 
place  we  must  modify  our  views  as  to  our  power  over  it.  Christi- 
anity— if  it  be  an  intelligent  Christianity — must  believe  that  a  time 
is  coming  when  tuberculosis,  like  other  evils,  shall  be  driven  from 
among  men,  and  science  does  small  credit  to  herself  by  being  less 
hopeful.  To  decide  the  disease  to  be  incurable  and  unpreventable, 
to  accept  the  final  view  that  phthisis  is  destined  to  run  side  by  side 
with  moral  and  intellectual  enlightenment  through  all  future  his- 
tory, were  a  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  indeed. 

Science,  however,  is  sanguine  of  improvement  even  if  conserva- 
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tive  in  her  promises.  Already  the  investigations  that  are  being 
made  into  the  setiology  of  phthisis  are  pointing  the  way  both  to  its 
cure  and  its  prevention.  It  will  interest  us  to  consider  the  results 
of  these  very  briefly. 

The  influence  of  heredity,  it  may  be  said,  in  the  first  place,  is 
responsible  for  a  much  smaller  percentage  of  phthisis  cases  than  is 
popularly  supposed  ;  certainly  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent.,  even  in- 
cluding the  broad  ^^  &mily  predisposition  ''  insisted  on  by  Dr.  Wil- 
liams. And  if  we  deny  the  infallibility  of  evidence  as  furnished  by 
cases  occurring  in  collateral  relatives,  we  must  reduce  this  estimate 
to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  if  not  to  twelve,  as  the  proportion  of  cases 
determined  by  heredity.  Admitting  the  percentage  to  be  twenty- 
five,  how  sharply  it  contrasts  with  the  popular  and  the  older  profes- 
sional view  of  the  determining  causes  of  phthisis  I 

Aside  from  hereditary  predisposition,  we  may  mention  the  follow- 
ing prominent  accepted  causes  of  pulmonary  phthisis,  and  as  we 
mention  them  let  us  observe  to  what  extent  they  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  sanitarian,  the  physician  or  the  patient  himself. 

First. — Exhausting  and  debilitating  conditions,  such  as  (a)  long- 
continued  and  frequent  menorrhagias,  leucorrhoea,  miscarriages,  ex- 
tensive abscesses,  etc.  (6)  Deficient  nourishment  or  insufficient 
oxygenation  of  the  blood,  (o)  Exhausting  dissipations,  e.^.,  late 
hours  and  deficient  sleep,  the  alcohol  habit,  sexual  excesses,  etc. 

Secondly. — Zymotic  diseases,  typhoid  and  typhus  fevers;  the  exan- 
themata— prominent  among  them  being  small-pox,  scarlatina  and 
measles.     Malarial  fevers. 

Thirdly. — ^Local  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs — ^laryngitis, 
bronchitis,  pneuD^onitis,  pleuritis  and  their  combinations. 

Fourthly. — Climatic  and  local  influences;  the  more  prominent 
being  a  damp  atmosphere  and  a  water-saturated  subsoil,  as  demon- 
strated by  Drs.  Bowditch  and  Pepper. 

FifiMy. — Inhalation  of  dust  and  especially  of  mineral  or  gritty 
dust. 

SixOdy. — Infection  from  pre-existing  cases — by  inhalation,  inges- 
tion, inoculation,  etc.  (By  this  latter  term  I  allude  to  accidental, 
not  experimental  inoculation.) 

It  will  doubtless  be  admitted  that  in  the  above  list  are  included 
the  causes  of  nine-tenths  of  all  the  cases  of  phthisis  occurring  inde- 
pendently of  hereditary  predisposition  and  the  exciHng  causes  of 
nearly  all  the  "  hereditary  cases,"  also.  It  will  also,  I  am  very 
sure,  be  admitted  yea,  asserted,  that  the  operation  of  nearly  or  quite 
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all  these  causes  is  clearly  within  human  control,  even  with  our  present 
knowledge.  In  other  words,  that  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  or 
upwards  of  the  cases  of  consumption,  occurring  in  Philadelphia  as 
elsewhere,  are  due  to  causes  within  the  knowledge  and  largely  within 
the  control  of  medical  and  sanitary  measures,  and  that  it  is  already 
possible  to  so  reduce  the  number  of  cases  by  efficient  public  and  pri- 
vate sanitation  and  preventive  medical  treatment,  as  to  save  from 
twelve  to  eighteen  hundred  lives  and  six  to  ten  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum.  I  do  not  mean,  of  course,  that  by  one  mighty  effort  we 
can  stay  this  awful  destruction  of  life  and  money ;  but  I  do  mean 
that  the  loss  of  all  these  lives  and  all  these  millions  is  not  a  foregone 
conclusion — is  not  inevitable,  but  that  we  have  here  a  broad  and 
most  promising  domain  for  the  exercise  of  our  sanitary  efforts. 

I  have  recently  been  interested  in  making  some  inquiries  among 
my  professional  friends  as  to  the  probable  percentage  of  phthisis 
cases  traceable  to  infection  from  pre-existing  cases.  With  this  object 
in  view,  I  addressed  to  a  considerable  number  of  physicians  a  note 
asking  for  information  on  this  matter,  being  careful  to  select  only 
those  in  whose  capacity  for  careful  observation  I  could  have  full 
confidence.  In  response  to  this  inquiry  thirty-two  replies  were  re- 
ceived. These  replies,  when  collated,  show  that  the  writers  had 
167  cases  under  observation,  and  of  this  number  14  cases  occurred 
under  circumstances  suspicious  of  infection  from  a  pre-existing  case. 
This  proportion  is  by  no  means  so  great  as  I  expected,  being  about 
8|  per  cent,  of  the  total,  and  yet  it  is  sufficiently  large  to  emphasize 
the  necessity  of  extreme  precautionary  measures  on  the  part  of  those 
having  cases  of  tubercular  phthisis  in  charge,  either  as  physicians  or 
as  nurses. 

There  is  another  mode  of  infection,  however,  which  probably 
accounts  for  a  still  larger  percentage  of  cases,  namely,  through 
tuberculous  meat  and  especially  through  tuberculous  milk.  That 
our  domestic  cattle  are  liable  to  the  disease  is  well  and  widely  known, 
but  the  extent  to  which  the  disease  prevails  in  Qur  Pennsylvania 
herds  is  not  at  all  appreciated.  Secretary  Edge,  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture,  has  made  some  statements  recently,  in  a  conference 
with  the  State  Board  of  Health,  to  the  effect  that  in  our  eastern  and 
southern  counties,  even  among  our  blooded  cattle,  as  well  as  else- 
where throughout  the  State,  tuberculosis  can  be  found  extensively 
prevalent.  The  great  danger  from  such  a  source  of  infection  is  to 
be  found  largely  in  the  inability  of  the  average  dairyman  to  diag- 
nose the  disease  save  in  its  extreme  stages,  and  in  the  cupidity  which 
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hesitates  at  no  misdeed  short  of  a  penal  crime  where  money-getting 
is  the  object.  Not  that  our  farmers  are  one  whit  worse  than  other 
men  ;  their  act  is  on  the  precise  level  with  that  of  those  who  kill 
their  fellows  by  confining  them  in  unventilated  workshops,  factories 
and  school-houses,  or  by  compelling  their  saleswomen  to  occupy  the 
erect  posture  five  hours  at  a  time,  or  by  polluting  the  sources  and 
streams  of  our  water  supply,  or  by  encouraging  and  tempting  our 
boys  and  girls  to  form  the  alcohol  habit,  or  to  indulge  in  still  lower 
forms  of  dissipation.  The  excuse  formulated  by  one  of  these  offen- 
ders is  that  rendered  by  all  the  others :  '^  I  am  merely  attending  to  my 
legitimate  business ;  let  other  people  look  out  for  themselves.  I  do 
not  think  I  am  doing  much  harm  at  any  rate."  Philadelphia  has 
found  it  quite  difficult  to  protect  her  citizens  against  such  a  peril  as 
that  under  oonsideration,  simply  because  her  authority  does  not 
reach  to  the  dairy  farms  beyond  her  own  borders — the  source  of  al- 
most her  entire  milk  supply.  Her  present  sy.stem  of  milk  insj)ec- 
tion,  so  far  as  the  danger  of  tuberculous  infection  is  concerned,  is  of 
no  value  or  efficiency  whatever. 

Now  as  to  practical  sanitary  measures  for  the  protection  of  our 
people  against  this  disease.  As  was  said  at  the  beginning  of  this 
paper  the  work  and  the  responsibility  fall  first  upon  the  physician, 
but  afterwards  upon  our  educational  agencies  of  whatsoever  kind, 
and  largely  upon  our  private  citizens.  Looking  again  at  the  pre- 
disposing and  determining  causes  of  tuberculosis  we  shall  be  im- 
pressed with  the  fact  that  whatever  lowers  the  vitality  in  almost  any 
manner  becomes  a  causative  antecedent  in  the  development  of  tuber- 
cle, and,  per  contra,  any  measure,  public  or  private,  which  elevates 
the  health  of  the  community  or  of  the  single  individual  tends  to 
the  prevention  of  this  dangerous  process.  In  so  far  as  we  can  di- 
minish dissipation  in  its  fashionable  as  well  as  in  its  more  d^rading 
forms,  in  so  much  as  we  may  prevent  extreme  poverty,  m  so  much  as 
we  enforce  the  physiological  demands  for  pure  air  and  cheap  and  abun- 
dant food,  for  pure  water  and  proper  clothing,  in  so  far  as  we  can  bring 
under  sanitary  supervision  our  workshops  and  factories,  our  stores  and 
counting-rooms,  our  schools  and  churches,  our  street  cars  and  steam 
cars,  by  just  so  much  shall  we  elevate  the  average  of  public  health, 
by  just  so  much  diminish  the  ravages  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Then  we  shall  need,  and  we  ought  to  have  it  now,  a  thorough  and 
all-embracing  system  of  inspection,  under  which  all  food  production, 
as  well  as  all  food  commerce,  shall  be  forced  under  the  rules  and 
precautions  of  sanitary  science  and  art.     People  are  all  constituted 
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alike.  There  are  thousaDcU  of  people  who  would  make  any  personal 
sacrifioe  rather  than  involve  another  in  unnecessary  danger.  And 
there  are  thousands  of  others  who,  while  they  would  not  deliberately 
destroy  life  for  paltry  gold,  will,  for  the  sake  of  a  few  dollars,  plaoe 
an  employee,  a  neighbor,  or  even  a  whole  community  in  needless 
danger  to  health  and  life.  Such  people  need  not  education,  bat 
legal  supervision  and  restraint. 

A  word  about  heredity  as  a  factor  in  the  letiology  of  tuberculosia 
While  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  tuberculous  predisposition 
is  hereditary,  is  it  not  equally  true  that  health  is  also  hereditary  ? 
While  a  healthy  line  of  descent  can  be  broken  into  and  deteriorated 
by  tuberculous  agencies,.i8  it  not  also  true  that  by  a  careful  and  per- 
sistent course  of  physiological  methods  even  the  tubercular  heredity 
may  after  a  time  be  overcome  ?  In  support  of  such  a  view  we  have 
the  £act  that  tubercular  consumption,  after  committing  grievous 
havoc  for  a  generation  or  two,  disappears  for  a  time  not  to  reappear 
for  several  successive  generations.  If  it  can  be  thus  held  in  abey- 
enoe  for  a  time,  why  not  indefinitely  ? 

The  restriction  of  marriages  as  relating  to  persons  affected  or 
threatened  with  phthisis  is  probably  the  most  difficult  part  of  the 
sanitary  problem  before  us.  And  yet  we  find  that  in  reference  to 
hereditary  insanity,  cancer  and  alcoholism,  public  sentiment  has  been 
so  influenced  as  to  affect  in  a  marked  degree  the  freedom  with  which 
persons  thus  affected  may  contract  nuptial  alliances.  We  may  ven- 
ture the  hope,  I  think,  that  a  pronounced  and  emphatic  professional 
sentiment,  freely  and  vigorously  expressed  on  all  proper  occasions 
and  supported  by  the  active  influence  of  the  newspaper  and  pulpit, 
will  yet  greatly  modify  our  popular  customs  in  even  this  important 
particular. 


CONSTRICTIONS  OF  THE  INTERNAL  OS  THE  CAUSE  OF  REFLEX 
CONDITIONS. 

BY  a.  E.  COGSWELL,  1£.D.,  HT.   CARBOLL,  ILL. 
(Read  before  the  AMOcUtion  of  Orlfloial  Surgeoiu.) 

Orifioial  philosophy  although  yet  in  its  infancy,  is  already  too 
great  to  be  compassed  in  the  time  allotted  to  any  one  paper,  though 
the  writer  possessed  the  necessary  ability  to  properly  discuss  so  great 
a  subject.  While  we  now  have  some  rays  of  light  from  the  great 
truth  underlying  it,  yet  I  believe  the  possibilities  of  orificial  sur- 
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gerj  are  far  beyond  our  wildest  dreams  and  vivid  imaginations.  If 
one  were  to  half  egcpress  them  he  would  stand  in  danger  of  being 
considered  a  crank  even  by  this  society^  and  by  the  medical  pro- 
fession at  large^  as  a  fit  subject  for  the  insane  asylum.  Although  we 
may  not  fully  appreciate  all  the  benefits  that  will  accrue  to  suffering 
humanity  from  the  application  of  orificial  surgery,  some  of  its 
fundamental  principles  are  already  known  to  most  of  the  members 
of  this  society.  It  is  by  reason  of  the  knowledge  of  these  princi- 
ples as  a  common  plane,  that  we  meet  to-day  to  exchange  our  expe- 
rience and  increase  our  store  of  information,  and  thus  acquire  an 
added  zeal  for  the  successful  advancement  of  the  cause.  This  then 
is  the  only  apology  I  would  offer  for  bringing  my  mite  to  be  placed 
by  the  side  of  greater  contributions  from  far  abler  pens.  The 
subject  I  have  chosen,  is  one  that  has  been  in  my  mind  for  some 
time.  Probably  many  of  you  have  had  similar  experiences  and 
arrived  at  like  conclusions. 

I  think  it  was  from  a  study  of  constrictions  of  the  internal  os,  as 
the  cause  of  reflex  conditions,  that  I  obtained  the  first  glimpse  of 
the  marvellous  action  of  the  sympathetic  nerves  oyer  the  capillary 
circulation,  the  disturbances  of  which  produce  those  reflex  con- 
ditions that  have  so  long  baffled  the  skill  of  the  medical  world,  and 
now  are  so  easily  removed  by  proper  surgical  measures.  It  is  well 
known  to  students  in  orificial  surgery,  that  upon  the  condition  of 
the  internal  os  depends  in  a  large  degree  the  well  being  of  woman. 
It  is  the  place  where  the  neck  joins  the  body  of  the  uterus,  where 
the  important  blood-vessels,  nerves  and  lymphatics  find  their  entrance 
and  exit,  and  where  the  only  fixed  supports  of  the  uterus  are 
attached.  It  is  the  very  centre  of  the  female  sexual  system,  and  as 
such,  becomes  an  important  part  and  one  to  which  our  attention 
should  be  directed  in  making  a  diagnosis  of  many  of  the  reflex  con- 
ditions which  we  are  called  upon  to  relieve. 

Strength  at  this  point  means  normal  position  of  the  uterus  and 
generally  normal  health  in  consequence.  While  weakness,  irritation, 
spasm  or  other  abnormal  condition,  means  congestion,  inflammation, 
flexion  and  any  or  all  the  disorders  to  which  the  uterus  is  subject. 
It  can  to  a  great  degree  favor  or  prevent  conception,  and  the  exciting 
cause  of  an  obstinate  dysmenorrhoda  is  many  times  revealed  by  a 
careful  examination  of  the  condition  of  the  internal  os,  and  canal  of 
the  uterus.  While  old  lacerations  of  the  cervix  and  the  external  oe 
that  have  partially  healed,  and  those  that  are  still  the  seat  of 
irritation,  have  been  recognized  by  all  our  leading  gynecologists  as  a 
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cause  of  certain  conditions,  and  our  literature  on  this  subject  is 
largely  a  description  of  operations  that  have  been  recommended 
for  the  cure  of  such,  it  remained  for  orificial  surgery  to  demonstrate 
the  fact  that  constrictions  of  the  internal  os  that  were  not  due  to 
lacerations,  was  the  cause  of  many  reflex  conditions;  thus  we  find 
that  a  study  of  orificial  surgery  is  a  study  of  reflexes  in  which  the 
internal  os  plays  no  mean  part. 

If  metastatic  irritation  of  the  oerebro-spinal  system  can  cause 
tetanus,  paralysis  or  other  general  troubles  from  injury  to  the  ter- 
minal nerve  fibres,  the  same  is  also  true  of  the  sympathetic  nervous 
system;  and  orificial  irritation  can  induce  any  organic,  general  or 
particular  disorder  by  reflex  action.  It  is  a  well-established  fact 
that  practically,  all  chronic  disorders  are  actual  pathological 
states,  t.e.,  abnormal  conditions  characterized  by  structural  altera- 
tions. Even  those  disorders  that  have  been  looked  upon  as 
purely  functional  are  simply  misdirected  nerve  force,  and  are  due  to 
irritations  of  terminal  nerve  fibres,  which  irritations  are  easily  dis- 
covered, and  in  the  great  majority  of  instances,  may  be  removed  and 
corrected. 

It  is  an  axiom  of  orificial  philosophy  that  the  irritations  of  an 
organ  begins  at  its  mouth.  It  follows  therefore  that  a  constriction  of 
the  internal  os  may  cause  corporeal  endometritis  and  all  the  other 
disorders  to  which  the  body  of  the  uterus  is  liable.  Rectal  conges- 
tions, indigestion  in  all  its  various  forms,  kidney  and  liver  disorders, 
lung,  heart,  brain  and  spinal  affections,  and  all  kinds  of  circulatory 
and  nervous  troubles,  are  at  times  the  result  of  irritations  at  this  part. 
While  these  disorders  may  be  induced  by  irritations  of  the  other 
orifices  of  the  body,  yet  we  think  that  no  case  of  chronic  dise&se  in 
woman  is  properly  diagnosed  until  a  thorough  examination  of  the  in- 
ternal OS  has  been  made.  Congestions,  inflammations,  and  severe  local 
irritations  have  a  circumscribed  area  of  action  while  their  intensity 
lasts,  but  when  they  begin  to  complain  in  the  language  of  reflexes, 
the  local  irritations  largely  subside  and  are  easily  overlooked ;  hence 
it  is  that  great  care  should  be  taken  in  making  a  diagnosis,  and  no 
point  should  be  passed  by  until  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is  no  irri- 
tation present.  Although  there  may  be  no  malposition  of  the  uterus, 
no  erosions,  nor  ulcerations,  nor  even  leucorrhoea,  in  fact  there  may 
be  no  local  symptoms  of  abnormal  condition  present,  still  we  may 
find  that  an  atrophied  uterus  or  a  stenosis  of  the  canal  or  internal  os, 
is  the  key  to  the  ill-health  and  explains  why  we  have  failed  in  our 
former  efforts  for  relief.     After  having  determined  the  cause  to   be 
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irritations  of  the  internal  os^  then  the  question  of  removal  is  one  that 
we  can  well  afford  to  discuss.  To  a  student  in  orificial  surgery 
there  is  but  one  answer,  and  that  is  free  vent  bj  thorough  dilatation 
and  the  removal  of  all  points  of  irritation.  If  we  remove  the  cause, 
the  effect  will  also  leave. 

Now  it  is  not  in  every  case  that  you  can  dilate  and  excise  a  few 
sphincters  and  say  to  the  case,  be  well ;  for  never  since  the  totality 
of  the  symptoms  as  a  safe  guide  to  correct  prescribing  was  taught 
has  there  been  a  greater  need  of  individualization  in  a  given  case 
than  since  orificial  surgery  was  recommended  as  a  cure  for  chronic 
troubles,  and  the  amount  of  judgment  exercised  in  a  given  case  is 
measured  by  the  results  obtained.  By  this  standard  are  we  to  judge 
of  and  determine  the  skill  of  every  one  who  would  aspire  to  the  title 
of  Orificial  Surgeon. 

It  is  well  known  that  nature  cures  her  women  of  many  ills  by 
dilatation  of  the  uterus  consequent  upon  child-bearing.  We  have 
seen  the  delicate  maiden  of  twenty  become  the  robust  mother  of  twenty- 
five  or  more  years.  How  many  times  have  we,  as  physicians,  recom- 
mended pregnancy  as  a  remedy  for  many  of  the  abnormal  conditions 
and  enfeebled  states  of  the  young  wife.  ,  However,  this  is  a  severe 
method,  and  ought  not  to  be  indulged  in  too  often,  or  e)se  there  will 
not  be  sufiBcient  time  for  recuperation,  and  a  greater  evil  will  be  the 
consequence ;  the  whole  system  becomes  tired  and  the  diflSculty  is 
increased,  thus  making  the  latter  condition  mucli  worse  than  the 
first.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  nature  does  her  work  thoroughly 
and  then  awaits  results.  Does  not  the  same  law  hold  good  in  orifi- 
cial work?  Are  we  not  striving  to  accomplish  in  an  artificial  way 
what  nature  does  physiologically?  Is  it  not  possible  that  we  have 
been  a  little  too  timid  in  our  first  work  and  a  little  over-anxious  on 
our  after-treatment?  May  we  not,  then,  learn  a  lesson  from  a  study 
of  nature  and  nature's  laws,  i.e.,  dilate  thoroughly  the  uterine  cavity 
as  well  as  the  sphincters,  removing  all  points  of  irritation,  and  then 
giving  ample  time  for  reaction  before  we  begin  the  after-treatment. 
This  is  the  general  rule  which  all  must  admit,  for  it  is  as  self-evident 
as  the  advice  we  used  to  have  from  the  old  professors :  *^  Study  the 
case  well  and  give  the  indicated  remedy."  I  believe  at  this  point  is 
determined  the  difference  between  the  mechanic  and  the  physician, 
for  on  our  ability  to  tell  when  a  case  should  be  let  alone  and  when 
there  should  be  interference,  will  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  our 
success  as  orificialists.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  are  able  to  operate 
well,  but  we  must  also  be  qualified  to  determine  what  operation  is 
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needed  and  when  it  shall  be  done^  and  what  after-treatment  will  be 
needed.  It  will  not  do  to  simply  do  the  work  and  expect  the  case 
to  make  a  brilliant  recovery,  for  there  are  some  systems  so  slnggish 
that  frequent  dilatations  will  have  to  be  made  until  the  point  of 
reaction  is  reached,  and  then  they  must  be  allowed  to  remain  qaiet 
for  nature  to  do  the  rest.  Then  there  are  other  systems  so  sensitive 
that  a  little  overwork  will  overpower  them,  and  perhaps  carry  them 
beyond  the  chance  of  recovery.  These  cases  demand  careful  handling, 
if  we  would  not  increase  rather  than  diminish  their  trouble. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above  statements  I  will  relate  a  few  cases 
in  my  own  practice,  as  taken  from  my  notes. 

Case  No.  6:  Chorea  mth  Complicatums. — Miss  W.,  aged  28, 
came  to  me  about  two  years  ago  with  the  following  symptoms :  A 
constant  pain  in  the  back  across  the  hips;  severe  pain  in  the  left 
breast ;  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  trouble  in  the  breast,  except 
the  pain,  neither  swelling  or  redness;  pain  in  the  top  of  the  head, 
severe  lancinating  pains  on  urinating,  which  was  too  frequent;  menses 
regular;  leucorrhqea  most  of  the  time;  bowels  regular,  but  about 
every  week  or  ten  days  she  would  have  an  attack  of  haemorrhage 
from  the  l)owels  of  a  half-a-pint  or  more.  This  would  last  for  sixteen 
or  twenty  hours,  and  was  accompanied  by  great  pain.  When  the 
pain  became  too  severe  she  would  have  an  attack  of  spasms  which 
would  last  from  twelve  to  forty  hours,  and  which  nothing  would 
control  but  chloroform.  These  attacks  had  continued  at  regular 
intervals  for  fourteen  years.  She  was  debilitated,  nervous,  and  be- 
coming moody,  as  if  bordering  on  insanity.  I  commenced  the  treat- 
ment of  the  case  with  the  use  of  the  battery,  and  succeeded  in  warding 
off  the  attacks  for  five  months,  the  longest  time,  by  four  months,  that 
she  had  escaped  the  attack  in  fourteen  years.  Then  the  battery 
seemed  to  have  lost  its  effect.  I  then  Concluded  to  try  what  orificial 
surgery  would  do  for  her.  I  gave  her  an  anaesthetic  and  found  the 
hood  adherent  to  the  clitoris,  the  vaginal  walls  were  hard  and  tough, 
the  uterus  small  and  flabby.  I  loosened  the  hood,  stretched  the 
vaginal  walls,  using  the  sharp  currette  to  remove  small  protuberances 
and  start  nutritive  changes,  dilated  the  uterus  to  No.  16  sound, 
wiping  it  out  and  removing  nearly  a  spoonful  of  granulations.  In 
the  bowel  there  were  several  papillae  and  a  few  pockets,  and  on  the 
anterior  wall  there  was  a  large  sack  filled  with  pus,  which  discharged 
nearly  a  tablespoonful  when  we  opened  it  After  dilating  the 
sphincter  we  removed  her  to  the  bed,  where  she  remained  two  weeks. 
For  several  weeks  she  seemed  to  gain  rapidly,  and  at  this  time  I 
thought  to  hurry  up  the  case  a  little,  when,  on  attempting  to  dilate 
the  bowels,  she  immediately  had  one  of  the  most  severe  spasms  that 
she  had  had  for  over  a  year. 

From  this  the  spasms  seemed  to  return.  I  then  put  her  under 
the  influence  of  ether  a  second  time,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Prof. 
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Pratt  we  dilated  the  oanal  of  the  uterus,  the  vagina,  urethra  and 
rectum.  She  again  made  a  fair  recovery  from  the  operation,  and 
this  time  the  improvement  seemed  to  last  for  about  nine  months, 
when  some  of  the  old  symptoms  returned.  I  did  not  try  to  dilate 
the  sphincter  without  an  anaesthetic,  but  for  the  third  time  gave  her 
ether  and  again  thoroughly  dilated  the  parts.  I  found  the  >same 
constriction  and  contraction  that  existed  on  the  former  occasions. 
I  then  made  a  submucous  section  of  the  sphincters,  dilated  the  cer- 
vix and  waited  results.  She  made  a  more  rapid  reaction  from  the 
operation,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  going  on  to  complete  recov- 
ery. If  we  shall  succeed  in  curing  the  case  I  believe  it  will  be  due 
to  the  repeated  dilatations,  as  I  doubt  if  it  was  possible  to  effect  a 
cure  in  the  case  with  a  single  operation. 

Case  No.  17.  Constriction  of  the  internal  os  mth  reflex  conditions  : 
Miss  A.,  aged  81,  apph'ed  for  relief  from  what  has  been  variously 
diagnosed  by  thirteen  different  physicians  as  neuralgia,  heart  disease, 
consumption,  congestion  of  the  spinal  cord,  rheumatism,  dyspepsia, 
nervous  prostration  and  impending  paralysis.  For  seventeen  years 
she  had  been  a  sufferer  at  the  hands  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who 
subjected  her  to  all  sorts  of  treatment.  One  more  heroic  than  the 
rest  treated  her  with  red-hot  irons  along  the  spinal  column  in  the 
vain  hope  of  relieving  a  supposed  congestion  of  the  spinal  cord. 
Nine  of  the  seventeen  years  she  was  too  weak  to  sit  up  and  had  to 
remain  in  bed.  Examination  revealed  the  fact  that  the  uterus  was 
small  and  hard  with  constriction  of  the  internal  os  and  amounting 
almost  to  stenosis  of  the  canal ;  the  sphincters  were  loose,  and  on 
being  dilated  they  remained  open  for  a  few  minutes  before  they  con- 
tracted. There  were  two  or  three  little  pocketq,  which  were  re- 
moved, and  the  uterus  was  thoroughly  dilated  and  cleaned  out,  and 
as  an  evidence  of  the  low  vitality  will  say  that  she  felt  compara- 
tively little  pain  during  the  operation,  which  was  done  without  an 
anaesthetic.  She  seemed  to  gain  alinost  immediately,  so  much  so 
that  I  was  astonished.  The  improvement  thus  begun  continued 
from  day  to  day.  In  four  weeks  I  made  another  examination  and 
found  tlie  uterus  nearly  three  times  its  former  size  and  quite  sensi- 
tive to  the  touch.  The  former  troubles  had  all  disapi)eared  aqd  re- 
turning health  was  plainly  visible  in  her  general  appearance.  I^ 
gave  her  no  further  treatment  and  the  case  has  gone  on  to  complete 
recovery. 

The  third  case  of  which  I  will  speak  is  No.  39  in  my  case-book, 
and  was  one  of  peculiar  interest  to  me. 

Miss  S.,  aged  29,  spare  habit,  narrow  chest  and  slight  form,  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools.  For  five  years  she  had  been  failing 
in  health,  had  attacks  of  dyspnoea,  and  at  times  pains  in  the  lungs 
and  some  soreness  in  the  right  lung.  Was  constantly  tired,  had  a 
poor  appetite  and  sluggish  digestion.     During  the  last  year  has  had 
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four  attacks  of  what  was  thought  to  be  neuralgia  of  the  heart 
There  was  irregularity  of  the  heart's  action,  and  at  these  times  there 
was  a  dry  hacking  cough  with  little  or  no  expectoration.  When  I 
first  saw  her  in  January  she  was  unable  to  lie  down  on  account  of 
the  dyspnoea  and  too  weak  to  stand  on  her  feet     She  had  remained 

Eropped  up  in  her  chair  two  weeks,  with  constant  panting  for 
reath,  very  great  prostration,  and  complete  lack  of  appetite,  her 
feet  cold  and  somewhat  swollen,  temperature  96.5°  F.,  with  the 
skin  dry  and  hard.  The  menses  were  regular,  and  she  assured  me 
there  was  no  trouble  there,  for  she  had  been  examined  a  year  before 
by  an  eminent  gynsecologist,  and  he  had  said  that  there  was  no 
trouble  within  the  uterus;  also  she  was  sure  there  was  no  trouble 
with  the  bowels  and  she  had  never  experienced  any  inconvenience 
In  that  region.  I  made  as  thorough  an  examination  as  her  enfee- 
bled condition  would  permit  and  thought  the  trouble  originated  in  a 
constriction  of  the  internal  op,  as  well  as  tight  sphincters.  I  com- 
menced the  treatment  by  dilating  the  sphincter  and  replacing  the 
uterus,  which  was  retroflexed,  three  times  a  week.  This  was  too 
active  for  her  and  so  I  tried  it  but  twice  each  week.  She  began  to  im- 
prove, and  in  two  months  she  was  able  to  walk  a  mile  a  day.  We  then 
decided  to  operate,  and  found  the  uterus  small,  hard  and  almost  fi- 
brous in  its  texture.  In  the  meatus  urinarius  there  was  a  small  ab- 
scess or  pus  pocket  the  size  of  a  small  bean.  The  uterus  was  thor- 
oughly dilated,  and  also  the  sphincters.  There  were  a  few  pockets 
in  the  rectum  which  were  served  in  the  most  modern  way.  The 
operation  was  {performed  by  Prof.  Pratt  at  the  Lincoln  Park  Sani- 
tarium. She  made  decided  improvement  in  a  short  time,  and  in  six 
weeks  returned  to  her  school  in  better  health  than  at  any  time  before 
in  five  years.  I  believe  she  was  too  weak  for  an  operation  at  first, 
and  had  we  undertaken  it,  might  have  snapped  the  brittle  cord  that 
bound  her  to  life,  but  by  first  dilating  by  degrees  as  she  could  stand 
it,  we  aroused  a  reaction  that  finally  enabled  her  to  undergo  the 
operation  with  safety,  and  a  brilliant  cure  was  the  reward  for  the 
exercise  of  judgment  in  the  case. 

These  cases  illustrate  what  constrictions  or  irritations  of  the  inter- 
nal OS  will  do.  To  me  they  were  revelations,  not  only  as  to  the 
cause  of  many  reflex  troubles^  but  also  as  to  the  necessity  of  careful 
as  well  as  thorough  treatment.  In  neither  was  the  local  trouble 
prominent  enough  to  attract  the  casual  observer.  The  ofiending 
part  is  very  often  obscure  in  chronic  reflex  irritation  and  is  liable  to 
be  overlooked  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  seldom  the  seat  of  pain 
and  the  inflammation  is  sub-acute. 

It  is  very  important  that  we  as  orificialists  should  acquaint  our- 
selves with  all  the  phenomena  attending  constriction  or  other  irri- 
tations of  all  the  orifices  of  the  body  and  especially  those  of  the 
internal  os  and  the  canal  of  the  uterus,  for  much  of  our  success  will 
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depend  on  our  ability  to  not  only  diagnose  these  reflexes,  but  to  re- 
move the  irritations  that  cause  them  ;  and  many  an  afflicted  woman 
may  be  saved  years  of  suffering  by  proper  orificial  work. 

These  cases  had  continued  to  exist  in  spite  of  all  treatment  until 
the  cause  was  removed.  The  first  required  persistent  efforts  and 
radical  treatment  to  produce  the  desired  results,  and  anything  short 
of  repeated  dilations,  to  the  fullest  extent,  would  have  failed  tp  effect 
a  cure. 

The  second  needed  but  a  single  operation  and  that  of  the  mildest 
kind  to  start  nutritive  changes  that  brought  complete  restoration. 

Had  we  been  over  anxious  and  tried  the  routine  after-treatment  it 
would  have  been  disastrous  in  its  consequences. 

The  third  case  demanded  the  most  delicate  treatment  at  first  to 
arouse  nature  to  begin  the  repair  before  thorough  work  was  possible. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  individualization  is  absolutely  necessary 
if  we  would  have  the  happiest  results  with  these  delicate  cases.  For 
in  orificial  surgery  we  have  a  mighty  power,  and  one  that  is  capa- 
ble of  doing  much  good  if  rightly  used,  but  if  we  attempt  to  put 
all  cases  through  the  same  routine  we  will  find  that  this  very  power 
is  capable  of  doing  a  correspondingly  great  harm. 


IS  AMALGAMATION  POSSIBLE? 

BY  S.   LILIENTHAL,  M,D.,  SAN  FKANCISCO,   CAL. 

• 

At  the  meeting  of  the  California  State  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society  I  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  a  paper  bearing  the  title 
"  Thou  Art  So  Near  and  Yet  So  Far,"  in  which  I  gave  full  credit 
to  Professors  Harnack,  Arndt  and  Schultz  for  their  endeavors  to 
free  the  therapeutics  of  the  old  school  from  the  stigma  of  mere 
empiricism.  Arndt  and  Schultz  claim,- if  there  is  any  truth  in  bio- 
logical researches,  that  the  relations  between  large  and  small  doses 
can  only  be  understood  by  acknowledging  that  which  might  be  con- 
sidered a  small  dose  for  a  healthy  organ  may  be  a  very  strong  one  for 
a  deranged  organ,  and  Harnack  teaches  that  even  a  single  cell  has 
iits  own  psychical  lifb,  and  that  there  are  millions  of  such  infinites- 
imal psychical  micro-organisms  in  our  bodies;  still  when  it  comes  to 
a  practical  demonstration,  we  find  that  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters, 
and  the  millennium  of  amalgamation  is  just  &s  far  off  as  ever.  I 
jfiij.  XXV.— 45 
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feel  sorry  that  so  many  physicians  who  claim  to  believe  in  the  truth 
of  Hahnemann's  law^  pride  themselves  in  their  aberrations  and  claim 
too  often  the  right  to  cure  their  patients  by  the  best  road  known  to 
them,  when  a  better  study  of  the  materia  medica  and  a  closer  ap- 
plication of  the  principles  of  homoeopathy  might  teach  them,  that  the 
fault  lies  within  themselves  and  that  the  remedy  is  near  at  hand- 
The  very  theory,  proclaimed  by  high  authorities  of  the  old  school, 
how  deranged  functions  are  rectified  by  apparently  small  doses,  but 
which  are  in  reality  powerful  stimulants  to  the  diseased  cells,  ought 
to  convince  them  that  the  doseof  adnig  is  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  that  in  many  cases  our  failures  may  be  attributable  to  the  paralyz- 
ing effects  of  the  large  dose,  though  the  same  quantity  might  be  con- 
sidered too  small  to  show  any  action  on  the  healthy  cell.  But  my 
aim  at  present  is  to  show  from  one  of  the  best  writers  on  allopathic 
materia  medica,  Lehrbuch  der  Klinischen  Arzneihehandlungy  by  Dr. 
Franz  Penzoldt,  Jena,  1889,  that  amalgamation  is  an  impossibility, 
and  though  patients  recover  under  any  or  no  treatment  or  succumb 
to  the  inevitable  law  of  nature,  still  that  strict  individualization  in 
relation  to  patient,  to  the  diseased  cell  and  to  the  drug  employed 
can  only  be  carried  out  by  complying  with  the  teachings  handed  to 
us  by  the  fathers  of  our  school. 

Prof.  Penzoldt  makes  exi>erience  the  basis  of  therapeutics,  the 
clinic  decides  what  to  use  and  in  what  doses  it  ought  to  be  prescribed, 
and  he  is  thus  in  full  accord  with  the  French  school  as  taught  by 
Dr.  Jousset  and  his  staff  at  the  Haspital  St.  Jaques.  Let  us  quote 
here  some  ideas  of  Penzoldt's. 

"  On  the  medicinal  action  of  drugs  the  opinions  of  physicians  are  still 
too  much  divergent  and  many  drugs  formerly  in  good  repute,  are 
now-a-days  thrown  among  old  lumber.  One  ca^useof  this  divergence 
may  perhaps  be  found  in  the  impurity  of  drugs  employed,  and  the 
results  must  vary  whether  one  employ  a  pure  or  an  impure,  or 
perhaps  an  adulterated  substance.  Another  obstacle  in  the  treatment 
of  human  ailments  is  that  diagnosis  leaves  still  too  much  to  be 
desired.  Two  cases  may  show  nearly  the  same  complex  of  symp- 
toms, and  still  their  courses  differ,  and  obduction  shows  different  pro- 
cesses. Pictures  of  diseased  states,  known  under  one  and  the  same 
name,  offer  valuable  differential  points  in  each  particular  case,  and 
to  elucidate  these  differences  is  nearly  impossible  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  diagnostic  science.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  necessity, 
not  only  to  differentiate  the  morbid  staJtea^  but  we  mud  also  take  juH 
account  of  the  personality  of  the  jyatienty  and  then  toe  must  ako  strictly 
individualize  the  drug  and  its  various  medicinal  auctions.  Moreover, 
the  observations  of  the  attending  physicians  cannot  always  be  relied 
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on  and  many  errors  will  creep  in,  and  it  were  a  wrong  idea  to  teach 
to  try  one  drug,  if  the  first  one  failed,  and  so  forth,  or  to  mix  a 
whole  lot  together  into  one  prescription,  so  that  perhaps  one  of  the 
ingredients  might  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  It  is  al^o  a  pity  that 
subjective  symptoms  will  more  or  less  deceive,  and  one  has  to  be 
very  careful  not  to  talk  symptoms  into  the  patient.  Objective  symp- 
toms, the  physical  examination,  are  certainly  of  higher  value  when 
carefully  recorded,  and  even  then  every  bias  ought  to  be  carefully 
excluded." 

I  wonder  whether  Prof.  Penzoldt  took  these  ideas  from  the 
Organon,  for  this  threefold  individualization,  the  totality  of  the 
symptoms  (subjective  and  objective),  the  single  remedy,  are  the 
principles  on  which  homoeopathy  is  based,  but  when  we  come  to  their 
practical  application,  we,  in  sorrow  exclaim,  "  Thou  art  so  near  and 
yet  so  far!" 

Penzoldt  begins  his  treatise  with  an  inorganic  drug,  and  introduc- 
ing hydrargyrum  he  speaks  of  its  high  therapeutic  action  as  an  anti- 
syphilitic,  antiseptic  and  purgative,  mentioning  also  the  use  of  calo- 
mel as  a  diuretic,  but  doubts  the  power  of  mercury  to  act  as  an 
antiphlogistic  or  resorbent.  Though  highly  praised  by  others, 
Penzoldt  doubts  the  benefit  ascribed  to  the  mercurials  (corrosive,  the 
iodides,  and  the  cyanide)  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria.  If  he  and 
his  school  would  only  individualize  the  drug,  they  would  find  out 
the  plethora  curable  by  it.  In  the  treatment  of  syphilis  we  are 
nearly  in  perfect  accord  with  him. 

Physiology  fails  to  explain  the  action  of ferrum.  In  all  the  blood 
of  the  humau  body  there  is  only  3.0  iron  and  0.05 — 0.1  daily  iron 
suffices  to  make  up  for  its  loss  in  the  hsemoglobine  in  the  destroyed 
bbod-corpuscles,  and  thus  he  cannot  explain  its  action  in  chlorosis. 
He  believes  the  benefit  arises  more  from  hygienic  living.  Iron  must 
be  given  in  very  small  doses,  several  times  daily,  and  ferrugiuous 
water  taken  at  the  springs,  plus  air,  exercise  and  suitable  food,  are 
his  panacea.  In  acute  aniemia,  as  after  haemorrhage,  as  well  as  in 
chronic  ansemia  or  in  cachexia  it  never  does  much  good  and  febrile 
diseases  are  a  standing  contraindication.  He  has  only  slight  hope  in 
it  as  a  hsemostatic,  as  small  doses  fail  and  large  doses  may  produce 
embolism.  How  different  from  the  teachings  of  Schussler,  whose 
ferrum  phosphoricum  has  unjustly,  with  some,  nearly  pushed  aside 
the  use  of  aconite,  gelsemium  and  veratrum  viride,  when  the  indi- 
cations for  each  of  them  are  so  widely  different. 

Ojtprum  sulphuridim  is  a  good  emetic,  acting  quickly,  and  that  is 
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all,  except  a**  a  caustic  externally,  but  workers  in  copper  seldom 
contract  Asiatic  cholera,  and  this  in  the  spasmodic  form  has  done 
good  service.  Lack  of  reaction  in  persons  who  are  thoroughly  run 
down  by  over-taxing  mind  and  body  and  who  fail  to  recover  on 
account  of  relapses  is  another  keynote  for  cuprum,  as  the  whole  ner- 
vous system  is  distressed ;  convulsions  are  only  the  outward  symp- 
tom of  this  want  of  tone. 

Ziiicum  oxydatum  was  formerly  much  praised  in  convulsive 
neuroses,  especially  in  epilepsy  of  young  people,  but  is  now  out  of 
fashion ;  the  sulphate  of  zinc  is  another  emetic,  and  also  used  exter- 
nally in  catarrhal  conditions  as  an  astringent^  but  as  a  caustic  the 
chlorate  of  zinc  is  preferable. 

The  old  school  fails  again  to  differentiate.  While  zincum  gives  us 
undeveloped  diseases  from  enervation  (night- watching,  etc.),  in 
cuprum  the  eruption  fails  to  come  out  owing  to  the  spasmodic  con- 
dition of  the  whole  vasomotor  nervous  system.  Nervous  depresstoD 
and  its  scquelse  are  the  keynotes  for  zincum,  and  its  fidgety  uni^t 
makes  the  patient  irritable.  We  find  paralysis  in  zinc,  but* not  in 
cuprum. 

Argenivm  nitricum  may  be  given  in  tabes  dorsalis  when  everything 
else  fail's ;  and  too  often  it  will  fail ;  also  in  chronic  gastric  catarrh  or 
in  gastric  ulcer  it  certainly  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  It  gained  great 
reputation  by  its  external  use  as  a  caustic.  Used  as  an  injection, 
benefit  was  witnessed  in  dysentery  and  goiKurhoea. 

Will  the  old  school  ever  learn  to  individualize  the  drug  ?  What  a 
great  neurotic  remedy  silver  is  in  our  school  and  far  more  useful  in 
functional  than  in  organic  nervous  disorders,  like  locomotor  ataxia. 
How  often  has  it  cured  gastralgia  and  migraine  (especially  when 
engrafted  on  an  hysterical  basis)  ?  Pure  nervous  asthma  and  angina 
pectoris  have  yrelded  to  it  when  other  remedies  failed.  Will  it  cure 
epilepsy,  even  when  the  pupils  are  dilated  hours  before  the  attack  ? 
We  doubt  it,  except  that  the  emotional  element  prevails,  when  it 
also  will  cure  a  diarrhoea  from  the  same  cause. 

Plumbum  can  well  be  spared  for  internal  use;  externally  it  has 
always  been  used  aa  an  astringent. 

Knowing  that  it  causes  constriction  of  the  muscular  fibres,  we  use 
it  in  colic  when  there  is  such  a  constriction  that  the  abdominal  wa)]^ 
nearly  touch«s  the  vertebrae.  Constipation  is  a  natural  consequence 
with  the  constrictive  sensation  as  though  a  string  was  drawing  the 
anus  up  into  the  rectum.     But  the  reverse  of  over-excitation   is 
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paralysis  and  we  find  lead  therefore  sometimes  suitable  to  the  latter 
state.     In  fact,  sclerosis  is  here  the  keynote. 

The  chromium  preparations  are  regarded  by  Penzoldt  only  as 
caustics.  For  kali  bichromicum  he  gives  no  indications  worth  any- 
thing, while  no  physician  of  our  school  would  like  to  be  deprived  of 
its  use.  How  beautiful  it  works  in  all  inflammations  of  mucous 
membranes  with  their  fibrinous  exudations  and  tendency  to  form 
membranes,  and  its  ropy  and  stringy  discharges.  We  too  often 
think  only  of  it  in  croup  or  diphtheria,  perhaps  also  in  gastric  affec- 
tions, but  neglect  it  in  rheumatic  affections,  and  more  still  in  that 
asthma  from  bronchial  dilatation  with  tough  tenacious  exudation,  in 
patients  who  cannot  stand  damp  cold  weather. 

Penzoldt  thinks  a  great  deal  of  bismiUhum  guhnilrioum  in  chronic 

diarrhoea,  but  it  must  be  given  in  large  doses.     He  considers  its  use 

superfluous  in  cardialgia  or  other  gastric  affections,  while  we  use  it 

in  nervous  gastralgia  with  much  burning  in  the  stomach  and  violent 

^ejection  of  food.  , 

Alumen  or  aluminium  spoils  the  appetite  when  given  internally, 
but  people  use  it  as  a  gargle  in  catarrhal  affections  of  the  mucous 
membranes. 

Poor  old  school!  The  large  symptom  complex  of  alumina  shows 
its  indications  in  scrofulosis,  in  chlorosis  and  ancemia,  in  tabes  dor- 
salis,  dryness  of  the  mucous  membranes,  hence  often  so  useful  in  the 
constipation  of  infants,  in  dry  and  rough  eruptions,  in  dry  and  spas- 
modic cough. 

The  salts  of  magnesium  act  as  antacids  and  as  purgatives,  so  says 
Penzoldt,  and  that  is  all.  How  often  do  we  witness  the  beneficial 
action  of  the  carbonate  in  affections  of  the  gastro-intestinal  organs, 
where  it  acts  similarly  to  colocynth,  while  the  chloride  of  magne- 
sium suits  so  well  hysterical  women  or  persons  whose  hepatic  func- 
tions are  out  of  order,  with  palpitation  of  the  heart.  Schiissler 
calls  magnesia  phosphorica  a  great  nerve  tonic,  especially  when  the 
pains  are  relieved  by  warmth. 

Calcium,  What  a  Nihilist  Professor  Penzoldt  is !  Chalk  is  an 
antacid,  or  gypsum  good  for  bandaging.  Lime  water  added  to  cow's 
milk  renders  it  more  digestible  for  children  and  may  benefit  when 
diarrhoea  prevails.  Whether  it  dissolves  diphtheritic  membranes  is 
more  than  doubtful.  Its  use  in  burns  combined  with  Tinseed  oil  is 
antiquated.  The  carbonate  of  lime  is  a  mere  antacid,  but  useful  in  cases 
of  poisoning  with  acids.      For  rachitis  calcium   phosphoricum  is 
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praised,  and  if  it  does  not  help  it  can  certainly  do  no  harm.  Its 
external  use  by  inje^'tions  into  tuberculosis  joints  is  vouched  for  by 
high  authorities.  With  us,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lime  salts  stand 
only  second  in  importance  to  sulphur,  and  in  children's  diseases  it 
certainly  with  us  takes  first  rank.  Malassimilation  by  faulty  nutri- 
tion everywhere,  whether  we  call  it  psora  or  scrofula  or  tuberculosis, 
and  in  chlorosis  of  apparently  healthy  looking  girls  with  their  de- 
layetl  evolution  we  find  the  lime  salts  are  more  often  indicated  than 
ferrura  and  its  preparations.  A  weak,  gone,  distressed  feeling  per- 
vades the  whole  nervous  system  when  calcarea  phosphorica  is  indi- 
cated ;  it  is  useful,  fyrthermore,  when  too  much  work  and  too  little 
sensible  recreation  causes  the  student's  headache  and  nature  craves 
eggs,  plus  the  shell  for  its  recuperation. 

The  use  of  the  alkcUia  Penzoldt  nearly  limits  to  the  application 
of  the  mineral  waters  according  to  their  well-known  indications  in 
hepatic  and  urinary  complaints.  How  much  the  old  school  might 
learn  from  the  mineral  doses  of  salts  which  these  springs  contain. 
The  artificial  waters  from  the  chemist's  laboratory  fail  to  have  as 
good  an  effect  as  nature's  free  offering.  Who  would  treat  a  case  of 
phthisis  without  interpolating,  when  necessary,  a  dose  of  kali  car- 
bonicum  ?  W^hile  it  simulates  iron  in  the  false  plethora  of  ansemic 
dyscrasic  patients  with  its  exhausted  nerve  force  and  weakened 
heart,  the  sour  eructations,  the  heart^burn  and  the  uneasy,  nervous 
feeling  when  hungry  show  that  the  patient  is  run  down  and  wants 
building  up. 

Of  the  .salts  of  soda  Penzoldt  only  mentions  salt  as  the  chief  rep- 
resentative. Physiologically  it  is  considered  by  him  as  a  stimulant 
and  tonic,  whatever  that  means ;  but  with  ue  it  is  more,  strengthen- 
ing the  nutrition  of  the  whole  body,  and  it  is  often  in  qualitative 
what  china  is  for  quantitative  anaemia.  When  qfuinine  was  scarce 
old  physicians  cured  their  malarious  cases  with  solutions  of  salt,  and 
with  us,  it  remains,  when  indicated,  a  standard  remedy  in  this  dis- 
ease. Still,  we  often  prefer  natrum  sulpfauricum  when  the  chilly  hy- 
drogenoid  constitution  stares  us  in  the  face ;  and  Schussler's  natrum 
phosphoricum,  the  Pittsburgh  natrum  arsenicosum  and  our  old  natrum 
carbon icum  might  even  convince  an  old-school  practitioner  that 
great  differences  exist  in  the  application  of  the  different  salts  of  so- 
dium. Verily,  where  is  their  individualization  in  drug  action^ 
Penzoldt  thinks  ammonium  carbonioum  may  be  dispensed  with  and 
that  even  the  use  of  ammonium  chloride  is  now  a  rarity,  though  some 
use  it  still  in  inhalations  and  vapors  to  loosen  the  tough  phlegm  in 
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chronic  bronchitis  and  catarrhal  pneumonia  of  children  he  acknowl- 
edges to  have  witnessed  some  benefit.  We  feel  more  than  astonished 
at  tliese  statements,  for  the  carbonate  of  ammonia  remains  to-day  as 
of  yore  oar  sheet-anchor  in  all  adynamic  cases,  with  degeneration  of 
the  blood  as  we  see  too  often  in  malignant  eruptions  and  in  typhoids, 
or  in  that  fatal  oerebro-spinal  meningitis  which  ought  to  be  rather 
known  as  spotted  fever.  In  lithsemic  cases  the  muriate  and  phos- 
phate of  ammonium  are  even  too  much  neglected  by  our  own  school, 
and  it  is  a  pity  that  so  many  look  for  new  drugs  and  thus  neglect 
old  and  tried  friends.  Years  ago,  before  light  beamed  on  me,  the 
salts  of  ammonia  were  considered  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
many  serious  catarrhal  troubles  yielded  readily  to  a  solution  of  the 
muriate,  plus  a  little  extract  of  hyoscyamus. 

Arsenicum  cannot  be  compared  with  quinine  in  intermittent  fever, 
and  in  old  cases  or  where  the  malawal  cachexia  prevails,  it  certainly 
does  good.  It  is  of  undoubted  efficacy  in  psoriasis  and  eczema 
but  it  must  be  employed  energetically  (in  gradually  increasing  doses 
from  2 — 12  milligrammes  daily)  and  for  a  long  time.  Internally 
and  by  parenchymatous  injection  it  gave  relief  in  some  cases  of  malig- 
nant lymphoma  and  failed  in  others.  No  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from 
it  in  leucaemia,  pernicious  anaemia,  chlorosis  or  tuberculosis.  It  may 
perhaps  do  some  good  in  rachitis  and  osteomalacia.  In  malarial 
neuralgia  and  in  chorea  minor  some  have  witnessed  benefit.  Direct 
contraindications  are  all  disturbances  of  digestion,  hence  in  cachectic 
states,  where  nutrition  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

On  the  contrary,  to  us,  inflammation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels 
primarily  and  next  those  of  the  heart,  are  chief  indications  and  in 
Asiatic  cholera  the  arsenious  acid  achieved  its  greatest  triumph. 
How  often  does  the  same  drug  change  the  unfavorable  aspect  in 
typhoid  and  miasmatic  fevers,  and  insure  recovery  in  doubtful  cases. 
The  same  adynamia  may  prevail  in  diphtheria.  Here  arsenic  becomes 
a  valuable  aid,  should  the  other  symptoms  correspond  and  the  same 
thing  may  happen  in  any  eruptive  fever.  Malignancy  may  be  one  key- 
note for  its  employment,  though  it  may  be  used  with  equal  benefit  in 
functional  neurosis  and  early  applied  in  the  higher  potencies  is  per- 
fectly able  to  prevent  the  consecutive  organic  disease.  No  indications 
from  the  old  school  when  quinine,  when  arsenicum  or  when  natrum 
muriaticum  is  to  be  employed !  Why  will  they  never  fearn  to  indi- 
vidualize the  drug  ? 

Ardimxmium, — Anlimonium  tarL  is  an  emetic  and  causes  pustules 
on  the  external  and  internal  skin.     As  an  emetic  it  is  rather  danger- 
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0U9  on  account  of  the  coIIaf)se  which  follows,  and  there  are  more 
suitable  drugs  to  remove  the  tough  phlegm  in  bronchitis.  In 
pneumonia  some  recommend  it  during  the  first  days  of  the  disease 
in  robust  persons.  All  other  antimonial  preparations,  even  sulphur 
auraius^  can  be  dispensed  with. 

The  mapped  tongue,  the  peevish  mental  state,  the  overloaded 
stomach  !  Who  of  us  does  not  think  immediately  of  antimonium 
crudum,  while  weakness  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  inability  to  raise 
the  phlegm,  Penzoldt's  teachings  to  the  contrary,  are  our  indications 
for  antimonium  tart.,  hence  it  is  only  useful  in  a  late  and  too  often 
neglected  case.  In  bilious  pneumonia  and  in  that  of  drunkards  it 
has  no  equal. 

Phosphorus  is  recommended  in  rachitis  and  osteomalacia,  but 
even  there  its  benefit  is  doubtful,  except  very  small  doses  (0.0005 
daily  for  a  child)  are  prescribea.  Hydrochloric  acid  can  well  be 
substituted  for  the  phosphoric  acid. 

Well,  I  (S.  L.)  cured  several  cases  of  typhoid  fever  with  its 
apathy  with  weak  phosphoric  acid  lemonade,  which  prevented  serious 
complications.  Home,  sweet  home,  may  as  often  call  for  this  acid,  as 
for  ignatia  or  staphisagria  and  how  easily  it  is  to  individualize  this 
nostalgia  or  any  other  grief.  Polyuria  yields  often  to  it  and  how 
totally  different  its  action  from  muriatic  acid  and  still  a  Penzoldt 
says,  it  can  take  its  place.     Poor  allopathy ! 

Irritable  weakness  is  the  keynote  for  the  employment  of  phos- 
phorus and  Kapkasen  calls  it  the  great  tonic  of  the  heart ;  vital 
force  runs  at  a  low  ebb,  the  back  gives  out,  the  limbs  tremble  and 
totter  and  in  the  now  fashionable  neurasthenia  the  prescriber  will 
often  look  to  it  for  aid.  In  softening  of  the  brain  it  won  many 
laurels.  How  many  cases  of  fatty  degeneration  it  ameliorates, 
though  it  does  not  cure.  Penzoldt  knows  this  from  the  many 
recorded  cases  of  poisoning;  and  as  it  is  one  of  the  few  remedies 
which  act  on  the  pancreas  we  understand  its  beneficial  action  in  dia- 
betes mellitus  or  morbus  Brightii.  I  might  still  mention  its  frequent 
employment  in  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  could  not  ex- 
haust it  in  a  few  lines,  when  Sorge  wrote  a  book  about  it. 

The  therapeutic  use  of  mlphur  is  of  very  little  importance.  As  a 
laxative  it  is  superfluous  and  in  cutaneous  affections  the  naphthol  pre- 
parations take  its  place.  Sulphur-springs,  hot  or  cold,  keep  up  their 
old  reputation.   The  mixtrsB  sulphurica  acidse  may  be  omitted  now-a- 
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days,  for  muriatic  acid  corresponds  to  all  indications  and  even  for 
disinfection  sulphar  preparations  have  given  place  to  better  methods. 

With  us  sulphur  becomes  the  centre-board  of  our  materia  medica 
and  whenever  there  is  a  hitch  in  the  treatment,  the  interpolation  of 
a  dose  of  that  drug  may  be  required  to  bring  about  reaction.  Im- 
purity outside  and  impurity  inside  is  the  keyaote  of  sulphur,  and 
hence  its  applicability  in  chronic  as  well  as  in  acute  diseases.  It  is 
a  wonderful  drug  and  still  how  different  from  the  nasty  psorinum, 
which  raised  many  a  marasmic  child  from  the  grave.  Sulphur  of 
very  little  importance !  The  ancients  knew  better  and  we  witness  to- 
day in  old-school  therapeutics  too  much  progress  backwards. 

"  KalvuM  silioicum  and  nairum  ailicioum  are  in  use  as  bandages, 
to  render  them  immobile." 

Oh  !  How  I  feel  like  whistling,  fn  order  not  to  be  profane!  How 
our  silicea  proves  the  power  of  potentization  and  how  it  liberates  giants 
lying  inert  on  the  crude  substance/  Wherever  connective  tissue 
tends  to  chronic  suppuration,  silicea  will  be  in  place.  Sycotic 
scrofulosis  finds  in  it  a  drug  of  high  order,  and  in  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, we  meet  paresis  from  defective  nutrition  of  the  nerves.  Heredity 
and  silicea  go  hand  in  hand,  but  what  does  an  allopathic  professor 
know  about  antipsorics. 

(To  be  continued.) 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  SESSION  OF  THE  HOMEOPATHIC  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Session  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  opened  at  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  on  September  17th,  by  an  address  of 
welcome  delivered  by  Dr.  Augustus  Korndcerfer  in  behalf  of  the 
Philadelphia  County  Society,  and  to  which  response  was  made  by 
Dr.  C.  F.  Bingaman,  President  of  the  State  Society.  Dr.CJ.  S.  Middle- 
ton,  First  Vice-President,  then  took  the  chair,  while  the  President 
delivered  his  annual  address. 

In  this  address  he  spoke  of  the  advance  of  homoeopathy  during 
the  past  year,  saying  that  at  ''  no  time  since  medicine  became  a 
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science  has  it  made  such  rapid  strides,"  and  referred  to  the  number 
of  new  colleges  that  have  been  recently  erected. 

He  enlarged  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  "  Medical  Exami- 
ners' Bill/'  and  said  that  it  ought  to  be  considered  one  of  the  most 
important  matters  to  come  before  the  convention,  and  urged  upon  the 
members  the  necessity  of  being  ready^to  guard  the  interests  of  homoe- 
opath ists  in  this  connection. 

Dr.  Bingaman  expressed  gratification  at  the  action  of  the  American 
Institute  in  changing  the  course  of  study  from  four  to  five  years 
after  the  session  of  1891-92,  believing  that  the  results  would  be 
highly  beneficial. 

In  speaking  of  the  insane  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  President 
proceeded  to  show  by  figures  that  the  percentage  of  cures  had  been 
greater  under  the  "  new-school "  method  of  treatment  than  under  the 
**  old,"  and  urged  the  necessity  for  larger  facilities  for  caring  for  these 
unfortunates.  He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  homoeopathists  should 
not  have  a  state  asylum  under  their  care,  as  is  the  case  in  New  York 
State. 

The  Treasurer's  report  showed  there  was  still  a  large  deficit  arising 
from  the  publication  of  the  repertory,  and  that  of  the  Corresjwnding 
Secretary  and  of  the  Publication  Committee  that  three  hundred  and 
fifty  volumes  of  the  Transactiona  of  the  Society  had  been  published 
and  distributed. 

Dr.  Pemberton  Dudley,  for  the  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  last  June,  reported  a  successful 
session  and  an  increase  of  membership,  and  of  the  selection  of  Atlantic 
City  as  the  next  place  of  meeting,  in  connection  with  the  fourth 
Quinquennial  International  Congress  of  Homoeopathy. 

The  necrologist,  Dr.  W.  J.  Martin,  reported  the  deaths  of  Drs. 
L.  B.  Hawley,  W.  B.  Trites,  John  Malin  and  Thomas  Nichol. 

The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica  was  then  presented 
by  the  chairman.  Dr.  C.  S.  Middleton,  who  said  that  the  work  of 
compiling  the  repertory  had  grown  very  unpopular  with  those 
engaged  in  it ;  and  that  notwithstanding  his  most  strenuous  efforts, 
he  had  only  secured  the  completion  of  three  more  sections  as  follows: 
Repertory  of  Sensations,  by  Dr.  S.  F.  Shannon,  of  Denver,  Col. ; 
Repertory  of  Face  Symptoms,  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Norris ;  and  Repertory 
of  Cough  Symptoms,  by  Dr.  C.  S.  Middleton.'  He  then  called  upon 
Dr.  Mohr,  who  read  a  paper  entitled  ''Beliefs  Concerning  Materia 
Medica." 

The  essayist  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  for  a  number  of  years 
past  many  had  wondered  why  so  little  had  been  done  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  distinctive  branch  of  our  school.    But  few  provings  have 
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been  made.  The  contributions  of  materia  medica  papers  are  few 
and  far  between.  At  society  meetings,  materia  medica  bureaa  reports 
are  notably  the  most  meagre.  Efforts  to  discredit  our  materia  medica 
have  not  been  wanting,  and  there  have  been  quite  persistent  attempts 
made  at  critical  revision  and  condensation  which,  if  carried  to  the 
extent  some  would  have  us  do,  would  make  of  our  materia  medica  a 
disarticulated  skeleton.  He  did  not  deny  that  our  works  on  materia 
medica  contained  faults,  and  he  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  revi- 
sion, analysis  and  condensation.  Much  of  the  indifference  to  materia 
medica  he  tlK)ught  due  to  the  difficulty  required  in  keeping  pace  with 
ihe  collateral  branches  of  medicine.  He  thought  that  the  remedy 
lay  in  a  more  thorough  education  of  students,  rendered  possible  by 
the  adoption  of  a  compulsory  three  years',  and  optional  four  years', 
course.  The  student's  first  year  should  embrace  medical  botany ;  the 
recognition  of  vegetable,  animal  and  mineral  drug  substances  in  their 
crude  forms ;  tire  methods  required  to  convert  these  into  active  medi- 
cinal forms ;  a  consideration  of  the  general  effects  on  the  healthy  of 
material  and  toxic  doses  of  the  most  commonly  used  medicines;  how 
drugs  are  classified  according  to  effects  by  old-school  therapeutists; 
how  drugs  are  administered,  and  what  are  the  maximum  and  mini- 
mum doses.  The  second  year  should  embrace  medical  chemistry, 
toxicology,  method  of  proving  medicinal  substances ;  an  explanation 
of  pathogenetic  effects  according  to  the  known  laws  of  physiology, 
the  pathogenesis  being  presented,  as  far  as  possible,  in  narrative 
form.  During  the  thinl  year  an  analytical  study  of  drug  phenomena 
should  be  pursued,  for  which  the  student  has  been  prepared  by  his 
previous  training  in  anatomy  and  physiology ;  the  pathogeneses  of 
the  drugs  classified  in  natural  orders  and  groups  according  to  the 
respective  rubrics.  Under  each  rubric  should  be  considered  the 
various  concomitant  symptoms.  A  fourth  year  should  be  devoted  to 
a  consideration  of  the  application  of  drugs — antipathic,  allopathic 
and  empyric, — the  greatest  care  being  exercised  to  teach  the  homoeo- 
pathic application.  He  should  be  taught  to  prescribe  according  to 
the  totality  of  the  symptoms,  and  not  according  to  the  name  of 
disease.     At  the  end  of  each  year  an  examination  should  be  held. 

In  opening  the  discussioa.  Dr.  Aug.  Korndcerfer  said  he 
doubted  if  it  was  a  wise  course  to  devote  as  much  time  to  physio- 
logical materia  medica,  as  advocated  by  Dr.  Mohr,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  symptomatological.  Many  symptoms  cannot  be  classified 
according  to  their  physiological  relations.  Many  of  the  pathological 
conditions  which  we  think  we  understand  to-day,  we  find  ourselves 
ignorant  of  to-morrow.  If  the  studies  of  physiological  action  of 
drugs  are  so  conducted  as  to  make  prominent  the  peculiar  character- 
istics of  the  same  according  to  the  Hahnemannian  doctrine,  as 
obtained  from  provings,  then  we  have  attained  the  highest  type  of 
instruction.    Students  shoild  learn  the  effects  of  the  crude  drug  that 
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they  may  antidote  them.  They  should  learn  also  the  genius  of  drags. 
This  18  best  gotten  by  first  obtaining  the  physiological  action,  and 
the  superstructure  is  built  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  sympto- 
matology. Any  system  which  belittles  symptomatology  brings  about 
the  deterioration  of  the  ability  as  a  prescriber  of  the  party  so  study- 
ing. For  years  there  has  been  a  cry  of  "  tares."  For  years  the 
speaker  had  been  waiting  for  the  harvest.  In  the  meanwhile,  he 
had  been  harvesting  for  himself,  and  he  thought  this  was  the  plan 
all  should  follow ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  should  lay  up  a  store  for 
others. 

Dr.  Mohr  believed  that  the  teaching  of  characteristics  could  be 
pursued  more  profitably  during  the  second  than  the  first  year.  If 
the  so-called  key-notes  are  taught  students  at  first,  they  become 
negligent  of  the  other  points.  They  think  when  they  have  learned 
the  key-notes,  that  they  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  drug. 

Dr.  M.  S.  Williamson  thought  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
students  were  not  taught  a  single  symptom  until  they  were  well 
grounded  in  the  collateral  branches.  They  must  know  something  of 
the  action  of  crude  substances.  Diagnosis  should  certainly  precede 
the  study  of  materia  medica,  for  then  only  can  we  know  the  value  of 
symptoms.  After  the  student  has  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  efiects 
of  crude  doses,  then  he  can  take  one  more  step. 

Dr.  Kornixerfer  said  that  Boenninghausen  made  many  cures, 
and  yet  his  knowledge  of  diagnostics  and  pathology  was  not  up  to 
that  of  the  present  day ;  the  same  was  true  of  Jahr,  Hahnemann,  and 
Hering,  and  yet  no  one  dare  stand  here  and  say  that  they  know  more  of 
materia  medica  than  those  old  men  who  knew  so  little  of  the  pathology 
that  we  know  to-day.  These  studies  are  necessary  to  our  students, 
but  they  should  be  regarded  as  collateral.  Are  mistakes  in  diagnosis 
made  more  frequently  by  homoeopaths  than  allopaths  ?  It  was  the 
speaker's  experience  that  great  mistakes  were  made  by  the  so-called 
great  pathologists  of  the  old  school.'  Men  well  versed  in  the  study 
of  symptomatology  are  far  better  fitted  as  diagnosticians  than  are  the 
men  educated  in  the  physiological  school  of  to-day. 

Dr.  Pemberton  Dudley  said  that  pathology  had  its  uses  and 
abuses.  He  was  a  strong  believer  in  the  value  of  pathology,  but  he 
did  not  approve  of  pathology  being  made  a  basis  for  prescribing. 
The  correct  use  of  pathology  to  the  homoeopathist  is,  that  it  enables 
him  to  get  the  totality  of  the  symptoms.  The  very  fact  that  we  are 
better  pathologists  to-day  enables  us  to  get  a  better  totality  than 
could  be  obtained  in  Hahnemann's  day,  and   so  making  us  better 
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homoeopath ists.  As  to  diagnosis^  the  mere  name  of  a  disease  covers 
but  a  few  cases.  The  same  remarks  that  have  been  made  respecting 
the  genius  of  drugs,  applies  to  the  genius  of  the  cases. 

Dr.  Charles  Mohr  said  that  he  used  the  term  physiology  in  the 
sense  given  by  Dr.  Dunham,  namely,  sick  physiology.  He  thought 
that  we  must  appreciate  not  only  the  anatomical  lesions,  but  also 
every  deviation  from  the -normal  standard  of  health. 

Dr.  a.  p.  Bowie  did  not  think  that  the  members  of  this  society 
knew  as  much  as  Hahnemann  did ;  for  Hahnemann  had  a  far  better 
idea  of  materia  roedica,  based  on  his  knowledge  of  drug  proving. 
If  we  worked  with  one-tenth  of  Hahnemann's  zeal,  we  would  hear 
less  talk  of  the  imperfections  in  the  materia  medica. 

Dr.  Dudley  said  if  his  remarks  were  offensive  he  would  with- 
draw them. 

AFTERNOiiN  Session. — The  Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine  reported 
through  its  chairman,  Dr.  E.  C.  Parsons,  of  Meadville.  After  a  few 
remarks  by  the  chairman,  Dr.  Clarence  Bartlett  read  a  paper  on 
'^  The  Diagnosis  of  Abscess  of  the  Brain,  considered  with  Special 
Reference  to  the  Question  of  Treatment." 

In  response  to  a  call  from  the  President,  Dr.  W.  B.  Van  Lennep 
said  that  he  had  had  two  cases  of  abscess  of  the  brain,  both  of 
them  in  association  with  Dr.  Bartlett.  He  emphasized  the  impor- 
tance of  brain  symptoms  coming  on  late  after  an  injury  as  diag- 
nrostic  of  cerebral  suppuration.  He  also  called  attention  to  a  fact 
not  referred  to  by  the  author  of  the  paper,  that  these  iibscesses  not 
infrequently  had  very  thick  and  tough  walls,  as  he  found  in  one  of 
the  cases  in  which  the  toughness  was  so  great  as  to  lead  him  to  mis- 
take the  abscess  wlill  for  the  tentorium.  In  another  case  he  should 
feel  justified  in  using  greater  force  in  attempting  to  puncture  the 
abscess  walls  with  the  grooved  director. 

Dr.  G.  Maxwell  Christine  read  "  A  Case  of  Remittent  Fever, 
with  Hsemorrhagic  Complications  and  Remarks  concerning  the  Dif- 
ferential Diagnosis  of  Remittent  and  Enteric  Fevers."  (This  pa()er 
will  appear  in  full  hereafter.) 

Dr.  W.  C.  Goodno  said  that  tliose  who  attempted  to  make  a 
diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever  by  the  temperature  curve  alone  would  meet 
with  disappointment.  In  this  country,  at  least,  we  rarely  meet  with 
the  typical  so-called  typhoid  fever  curve.  Many  cases  begin  with  an 
intermittent  fever  and  pass  on  to  the  remi'ttent  form,  and  finally  an 
almost  continuous  fever.     Sometimes  the  fever  begins  m  a  typical 
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way  and  tlien  presents  these  changes  towards  the  close.  The  enlarged 
spleen  and  the  characteristic  eruption  on  the  abdomen  are  important 
diagnostic  points.  In  cases  of  doabt  the  microscope  may  be  appealed 
to.  In  typhoid  fever  the  special  bacilli  will  be  found  in  the  stool, 
and  in  remittent  fever  hseraatin  crystals  will  be  found  in  the  blood. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Dietz  described  a  case  in  which  he  was  in  doubt  as 
to  whether  it  was  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  ortuberculosis.  The  symp- 
toms given  in  detail  were  of  a  severe  type,  and  could  indicate  either 
of  the  above-named  alTections.  Finally,  the  typical  rash  appeared  on 
the  abdomen.  The  spleen  was  enlarged.  Cinchona  was  given  be- 
cause of  the  profuse  sweats,  the  diarrhoea,  and  the  extreme  prostra- 
tion, and  it  effectetl  a  prompt  cure. 

Dr.  G.  M.  Christine  said  that  he  had  submitted  enough  sanrples 
of  blood  and  faeces  to  competent  microscopists  for  examination  to 
make  him  feel  very  doubtful  of  any  diagnosis  made  by  them.  The 
haemorrhages  in  remittent  fever  he  believed  to  be  due  to  congestions 
of  the  mucous  membranes.  He  did  not  believe  that  we  could  always 
diagnose  typhoid  fever  by  the  temperature  curve,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  after  an  intermittent  had  lasted  for  a  week  that  we  could 
have  typhoid  fever  as  a  sequence.  If  we  find  distinct  remissions, 
we  should  be  very  doubtful  of  our  diagnosis  of  typhoid,  and,  other 
things  being  equal,  make  a  diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever.  When  we 
have  an  array  of  symptoms  differing  in  so  many  essentials  from 
typhoid  or  so-called  typho-malarial  fever,  we  sbould,  in  the  speaker's 
opinion,  make  a  diagnosis  of  remittent  fever. 

Dr.  Gix)DNO  said  that  he  had  not  pretended  to  make  a  diagnosis  in 
the  essayist's  case.  He  believed,  however,  that  it  was  well  established 
that  typhoid  fever  had  its  special  bacillus.  In  protracted  cases  of 
malarial  fever  there  is  decomposition  of  the  blood.  The  coloring 
matter  is  separated  and  accumulates  in  the  capillaries,  and  as  a  result 
of  the  obstruction  to  the  circulation  the  haemorrhages  occur,  and  not 
as  a  result  of  a  special  congestion.  He  did  not  think  it  possible 
to  make  a  diagnosis  in  every  case  by  the  microscope,  yet  that  instru- 
ment should  be  called  into  play  in  cases  of  doubt. 

Dr.  Chandler  Weaver  reported  a  case  of  epithelioma  of  the 
fauces  cured  by  local  and  internal  medication.  The  history  of  the 
case  was  clear,  and  a  microscopic  examination  made  by  eminent  old- 
school  microscopists  confirmed  the  diagnosis  made  .by  equally  erai- 
ment  laryngologists.  The  case  had  been  treated  by  the  previous  at- 
tendants by  the  local  application  of  cocaine  and  the  internal  adminis- 
tration of  morphia.  Dr.  Weaver's  treatment  consisted  of  the  internal 
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administration  of  arsenicum  3x  and  the  application  of  the  4x  to  the 
parts.  Improvement  began  and  continued  for  a  time,  when  the 
remedy  was  changed  to  calendula  both  locally  and  internally.  The 
cure  of  the  case  was  complete.  A  syphilitic  factor  in  the  case  was 
eliminated. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Goodno  said  that  it  was  certain  that  the  vast  majority 
of  cases  of  malignant  disease  do  not  get  well.  The  few  that  do 
recover  we  look  upon  with  suspicion.  We  could  not  be  positive 
that  Dr.  Weaver'ji  case  was  one  of  epithelioma,  though  he  would  not 
detract  from  the  brilliant  cure.  The  fact  remained  that  the  char- 
acteristics of  many  of  these  superficial  ulcerations  are  exactly  the 
same  as  those  of  epithelioma. 

Dk.  Weaver,  in  reply  to  the  questioq  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Gramm,  said 
that  there  was  no  glandular  involvement. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Van  Lennep,  following  out  the  line  of  thought 
suggested  by  Dr.  Good  no's  remarks,  said  that  he  had  treated  a  case 
of  ulceration  of  the  lip,  in  which  the  clinical  characteristics  of 
epithelioma  were  all  present.  A  history  of  probable  syphilis  was 
obtained.  In  three  weeks'  time  that  so-called  cancer  was  healed 
entirely  under  the  internal  administration  of  iodide  of  potassium. 
He  thought  that  Dr.  Weaver  had  made  a  most  brilliant  cure^  but 
he  would  not  like  to  have  deduced  from  the  case  generalizations 
leading  to  the  general  treatment  of  cancers  by  remedies  until  such 
extensive  infiltration  has  taken  place  as  to  carry  the  case  beyond  the 
use  of  the  kniffe. 

Dr.  Jos.  E.  Jones  reported  a  case  of  strangulated  hernia  cured 
without  operation. 

The  patient  was  a  boy  five  years  of  age.  When  called  to  the 
case  Dr.  Jones  found  the  boy  resting  on  a  lounge  which  had  a  high 
arm  or  end  to  it.  He  had  the  patient  turned  around  and  his 
limbs  drawn  up  and  over  the  arm  of  the  lounge  until  his  body  was 
at  an  incline  of  at  least  forty -five  degrees.  A  cloth  saturated  with 
a  mixture  of  three-fourths  ether  and  one-fourth  arnica  was  then 
placed  over  the  tumor.  From  time  to  time  gentle  pressure  with 
rubbing  in  a  direction  to  remove  from  the  hernia  any  liquid  or  gas 
that  might  be  confined  there,  was  performeii.  Finally,  nearly 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  violent  symptoms  of  strangulation  set 
in,  the  gut  returned  to  the  abdominal  cavity  with  a  loud  gurgle. 

Dr.  £.  C.  Parsons  said  that  he  had  had  a  similar  case,  in  which 

reduction  was  accomplished  by  pressure  aided  by  warm  applications. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Dietz  read  a  paj^er  on  "  Alstonia  Constricta."    (This 
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paper  will  be  published  in  full.)  It  was  followed  immediately  by 
a  report,  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Martin,  of  a  ease  of  abscess  of  the  lung  and 
a  number  of  other  cases. 

Dr.  DiETZ  opened  the  discussion  on  Dr.  Martin's  paper  by  re- 
marking that  the  author  had  omitted  to  mention  rhus  tox.,  which  is 
a  very  important  remedy  when  the  uvula  has  the  appearance  of  a 
little  sac  of  water.  The  three  main  remedies  in  diphtheria,  in  his 
opinion,  were  lyco|)odium,  lachesis  and  lac  caninum.  Lachesis  was 
especially  valuable  in  cases  beginning  on  the  left  side,  lycopodinm 
when  the  right  side  was  involved.  Lachesis  is  furthermore  indi- 
cated when  the  pain  in  the  throat  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  ob- 
jective  symptoms.  In  cases  of  defective  reaction  following  acute 
diseases  he  recommended  castoreum,  especially  when  night  sweats  are 
present. 

Dr.  C.  Van  Artsdalen  read  a  paper  on  ''Whooping  Coug^." 
The  symptomatology,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  affection  was 
carefully  desoribeil,  and  a  number  of  illustrative  cases  were  reported. 
The  society  then  adjourned  until  evening. 

Evening  Session. — Dr.  E.  R.  Snader  read  a  paper  on  "Stoop 
and  Round  Shoulders :  Their  relation  to  Chest  Expansion  and 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis ;"  Dr.  Charles  Mohr,  one  on  "Cases  of  Goitre," 
and  Dr.  W.  W.  Van  Baun,  bne  on  "  The  Treatment  of  Paroxysmal 
Heart  Hurry." 

Dr.  Trimble  Pratt,  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  Mohr's  remarks 
regarding  the  association  between  thyroid  enlargement  and  disease 
of  the  reproductive  organs,  cited  one  case  in  which,  by  treating  large 
cystic  tumors  of  both  ovarites,  the  thyroid  enlargement  was  rapidly 
removed. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Dietz  called  attention  to  the  w^ll-known  fact  that 
extirpation  of  the  thyroid  was  followed  by  a  cachexia  which  ended 
in  death.  He  agreed  with  Dr.  Mohr  that  we  should  treat  our  pa- 
tients, and  not  names  of  diseases.* 

Dr.  Charles  Mohr,  discussing  Dr.  Snader^s  paper,  agreed  that 
if  we  made  efforts  looking  toward  the  correction  of  the  deformity  by 
proper  exercise,  we  would  note  a  decided  lessening  of  the  number  of 
phthisical  cases.  He  had  seen  cases  with  a  decided  family  history  of 
phthisis  improve  rapidly  under  breathing  exercises,  consisting  of 
forcible  expansion  of  the  lungs  from  three  to  five  times  a  day.  He 
generally  recommended  the  exercises  be  performed  whfle  the  patient 
was  walking  along  the  street,  or  ascending  a  flight  of  stairs.     He 
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only  advised  one  forcible  respiration  the  first  day,  to  avoid  tiring  the 
patient  The  namber  was  gradually  increased  until  the  full  allow- 
ance of  exercise  was  reached.  Many  of  the  cures  following  the 
oxygen  treatment  are  the  result  of  the  breathing  exercise  required, 
though  he  was  free  to  admit  that  oxygen  of  itself,  when  properly  ad- 
ministered, would  do  good. 

Dr.  Auq.  Korndcerfer  agreed  with  both  Drs.  Snader  and  Mohr 
r^arding  the  value  of  breathing  exercises.  His  plan  was  that  sug- 
gested by  Dr.  Jackson,  many  years  ago.  He  suggested  that  three 
or  four  times  daily,  fasting  or  just  before  meals,  the  patient  should 
take  one  deep  inhalation,  first  having  exhaled  as  freely  as  possible, 
filling  the  lungs  slowly  through  the  nostrils.  Then  the  air  is  slowly 
exhaled  through  a  quill.  This  method  has  the  advantage  of  re- 
taining the  air  in  the  lungs,  and  brings  about  a  considerable  muscular 
exertion  from  below,  thus  forcing  the  air  into  the  minute  air-cella 
The  patient  should  be  cautioned  not  to  indulge  in  the  exercise  any 
oftener  than  directed  by  the  physician,  as  he  had  known  harm  to 
come  from  the  excessive  exertion. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Van  Deusex,  discussing  Dr.  Van  Baun's  paper,  said 
that  two  cases  of  rapid  heart  had  come  to  his  notice.  One  case  was 
that  of  a  lady,  aged  32  years,  four  months  gone  in  pregnancy.  She 
seemed  to  be  suffering  severely,  and  she  thought  that  she  would  die. 
Her  face  bore  an  anxious  expression,  and  she  complained  of  a  thrill- 
ing sensation  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  heart  She  had  had  pre- 
vious attacks  of  palpitation,  but  none  that  had  been  severe.  He 
gave*  her  aconite,  and  applied  cold  over  the  heart.  Recovery  was 
prompt.  He  had  examined  her  since,  and  failed  to  find  any  mur- 
mur. Her  pregnancy  has  progressed  favorably.  The  other  case 
was  that  of  a  boy,  aged  15  years.  The  attacks  of  rapid  heart  would 
come  on  him  while  in  the  street,  without  any  warning  whatever,  and 
were  accompanied  by  a  sensation  as  of  a  thrill  in  the  cardiac  region. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances,  his  pulse  was  from  80  to  90  per 
minute,  but  during  the  attacks  it  was  uncountable.  He  had,  at  ir- 
regular intervals,  sharp,  stitching  pains  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 
and  for  these  he  was  given  spigelia,  which  seemed  to  control  the 
rapid  heart  also. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Dietz  reported  a  case  of  rapid  heart  action  in  a  friend. 
The  attacks  were  not  attended  by  anxiety.  The  patient  had  been 
subject  to  the  attacks  for  years.     He  was  otherwise  in  perfect  health. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  Joseph  Rodes,  of  San  Diego,  California,  was  read 
by  title. 

VOL.  xxv. — 46 
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The  last  communication  was  ^'  Post-febrile,  Diphtheritic  and  In- 
fantile Paralyses,"  with  an  illustrative  case  of  each,  by  Dr.  E.  C. 
Parsons.  This  paper  gave  a  careful  review  of  the  predisposing 
causes  of  paralyses,  stating  the  same  to  be  utter  disregard  of  all  hy- 
gienic rules  governing  dress,  respiration,  sexual  habits,  etc.,  and 
closed  with  a  report  of  three  cases,  as  indicated  in  the  title. 

The  Bureau  of  Pathology  next  reported.  A  paper,  entitled  the 
"  Pathology  of  Chronic  Alcoholism,"  by  Dr.  W.  K.  Ingersoll,  was 
read  by  title,  and  referred  for  publication. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Tan  Lennep,  Chairman  of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery,  then 
presented  the  report  of  the  Bureau.  The  papers  by  Drs.  L.  H.  Wil- 
lard,  on  "  Probing  in  Wounds,"  and  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Thompson,  on 
^*  Protrusions  from  the  Abdominal  Cavity,"  were  read  by  title,  as 
was  also  the  paper  by  Dr.  Charles  M.  Thomas,  reporting  forty-one 
cases  of  operation  for  stone  in  the  bladder,  with  exhibitions  of  speci- 
mens. The  specimens  carefully  mounted,  were  presented  to  the 
Society  for  inspection  by  Dr.  Van  Lennep.  Dr.  Carl  Viscber  was 
then  called  upon  to  read  his  paper  on  the  "  Pathology  of  Prostatic 
Diseases."  It  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Van  Lennep,  who  said  that 
hardly  a  month  passed  by  in  which  he  was  not  called  upon  to  relieve 
a  retention  of  urine  due  to  prostatic  disease.  The  difficulty  in  most 
cases  he  found  to  be  that  the  physician  had  used  improper  instru- 
ments, usually  a  metallic  or  an  English  catheter  with  stilet.  If 
the  Mercier  catheter  had  been  used,  there  would  have  been  no  trouble 
in  most  cases.  This  catheter  should  be  passed  down,  with  its  beak 
looking  upwards,  in  which  case  it  will  ride  very  readily  ovef  the 
obstruction.  The  enlarged  mouths  of  the  ducts  can  usually  be 
avoided  by  using  as  large  a  catheter  as  possible.  In  cases  that 
will  not  yield  to  the  Mercier  catheter,  we  may  resort  to  a  device  of 
Ultzmann.  Use  an  English  catheter  with  a  hyper-curve;  then 
pull  on  the  stilet  as  it  rides  into  the  bladder.  Still  another  point  is, 
that  one  hears  much  of  the  eflFects  of  self-abuse.  Now,  the  speaker 
believed  that  self-abuse,  as  a  cause  of  prostatic  disease,  sank  into 
insignificance,  in  comparison  with  gonorrhcea.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  physicians  should  never,  under  any  circumstances,  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  advise  illicit  intercourse  as  a  remedy  for  any 
ailment,  real  or  fancied. 

Dr.  J.  William  Giles  next  read  a  paper  on  "  Flat-foot" 

The  author  carefully  detailed  the  symptoms  and  effects  of  this 
deformity.  He  spoke  of  instances  in  which  this  affection  had  been 
mistaken  for  rheumatism  and  infiammatory  conditions  of  the  tarsal 
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and  metatarsal  joints  and  liffaments.  All  cases  suffering  from 
pain  at  the  inner  ankle  should  be  examined  with  a  view  to  the 
detection  of  this  deformity.  In  the  treatment  of  the  milder  forms, 
he  advised  the  cultivation  of  a  proper  walk,  i.e.,  with  little  or  no 
outward  divergence  of  the  toes,  the  application  of  proper  shoes 
and  certain  foot-gymnastic  exercises  which  tend  to  develop  and 
strengthen  the  muscles,  such  as  walking  on  tip-toes,  and  on  the 
outer  margin  of  the  foot.  Massage  and  electricity  are  useful  ad- 
juncts. Where  the  deformity  has  extended  to  dislocation,  then 
reduction  Qnder  anaesthesia  is  necessary.  The  foot  should  then  be 
retained  in  a  position  of  varus  by  some  fixed  dressing.  He  then  ex- 
hibited an  apparatus  devised  by  Gefvert,  which  he  had  used  with 
very  satisfactory  results. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Van  Lennep  then  reported  a  number  of  cases  of  ab- 
dominal section.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  discussiou  was 
postponed  until  the  following  morning. 

SECOND  DAY. 

Morning  Session. — Dr.  T.  J.  Gramm  referred  to  the  case  of 
hysterectomy  as  one  that  had  particularly  interested  him.  He  reviewed 
the  different  methods  of  treating  the  stump  and  considered  its  extra- 
peritoneal treatment  as  unsurgical  on  account  of  the  sloughing  that 
follows.  The  intra-peritoneal  method  was  the  more  surgical.  He 
described  a  case  of  intra-ligamentary  cyst  he  had  operated,  with  a 
very  successful  result. 

In  answer  to  a  question  regarding  the  relative  value  of  lumbar 
and  inguinal  colotomy,  Dr.  W.  B.  Van  Lennep  said  that,  in  a 
certain  number  of  cases,  the  descending  colon  and,  in  a  smaller 
number,  the  ascending  colon  have  a  complete  meso-colon,  so  that 
they  cannot  be  reached  through  the  connective-tissue  at  all.  Then, 
the  abdominal  cavity  has  to  be  opened.  In  the  lumbar  operation, 
we  are  hampered  in  our  manipulations  by  the  depth  of  the  wound 
and  the  narrow  space  between  the  ribs  and  the  ileum.  It  has 
happened,  in  the  experience  of  operators  trying  lumbo-oolotomy, 
not  to  find  the  colon  at  all.  Some  of  them  have  even  opened  the 
duodenum  by  mistake.  On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  younger 
English  surgeons  of  note,  many  American  and  most  German  opera- 
tors advocate  inguinal  colotomy  as  the  preferable  operation.  He, 
himself,  had  been  surprised,  in  the  case  under  discussion,  at  the  ease 
with  which  the  colon  was  recognized  and  drawn  out.  The  patient 
was  practically  moribund  at  the  time  of  operation.  Therefore, 
cocaine  was  used  locally  with  a  few  whiffs  of  chloroform.     After 


708  The  HahneTnannian  Monthly.  [October, 

the  incisioDy  the  first  loop  presenting  was  the  sigmoid  flexure  which 
was  readily  recognized  by  its  longitudinal  fibres^  sacculation  and 
the  appendices  epiploicse. 

The  great  trouble  with  artificial  ani,  especially  when  they  are  to  be 
permanent  is  that  we  have  more  or  less  retraction  of  the  spur,  so 
that  fseces  not  infrequently  pass  into  the  lower  diseased  portion. 
The  idea  advocated  by  Maydl  prevents  this,  although  the  same  object 
can  be  attained  by  passing  a  stitch  through  the  abdominal  walla 
and  under  the  intestinal  loop.   The  spur,  however,  is  not  so  marked. 

He  agreed  with  Dr.  Gramm  that  the  method  of  tn^ating  the  stump 
by  bringing  it  into  the  abdominal  wound  was  not  a  surgical  one,  but 
it  was  by  far  the  safest.  The  ideal  one  would  be  to  ligate  the  uterine 
« and  ovarian  arteries  and  make  a  complete  extirpation  of  the  uterus 
and  ovaries,  leaving  nothing  behind  to  slough.  The  method  of 
treating  the  stump  to  which  Dr.  Graram  referred  as  Kelly's,  the 
speaker  had  done  two  years  ago.  At  the  time  he  thought  be 
was  doing  Schrbeder's  method. 

The  objection  that  he  had  to  this  plan  is  that  there  must  nec- 
essarily be  sloughing.  After  the  elastic  ligature  is  loosened, 
between  every  stitch,  blood  will  gush  out  and  interrupted  sutures 
must  be  applied  to  arrest  it.  Necessarily,  with  these  seventy-five  or 
a  hundred  stitches,  there  must  be  some  sloughing  of  tissue.  He 
should  never,  under  these  circumstances,  feel  justified  in  dropping 
the  stump  back.  Besides,  the  mortality  statistics  were  strongly 
against  it.  Of  the  other  cases,  he  desired  to  refer  to  that  of  appendical 
abscess.  He  did  not  think  that  the  abscess  should  have  been  opened 
at  once  into  an  intact  abdominal  cavity  even  had  he  been  sure  that  it 
would  empty  into  the  bowel.  As  is  well  known  these  abscesses  have 
a  most  horrible  stench.  Fallopian  abscesses  are  not  to  be  compared 
with  them  in  the  danger  of  infection.  Even  evacuation  and 
thorough  disinfection  he  did  not  consider  would  have  been  safe. 
In  all  of  these  cases  where  the  wound  is  left  open,  there  is  danger  of 
subsequent  hernia. 

This  closed  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery. 

The  Bureau  of  Obstetrics  was  then  called  for.  Dr.  E.  H.  Van 
Deusen  reported  a  case  of  monstrosity  by  defect. 

While  a  number  of  minor  abnormalities  existed,  the  main  defect 
was  an  entire  absence  of  the  abdominal  walls  and  diaphragm.  The 
intestines  were  probably  held  in  situ  during  uterine  life  by  the  pari- 
etal peritonaeum.  The  ribs  on  the  right  side  were  bent  acutely 
upwards  at  a  line  drawq  from  the  ensiform  cartilage  to  the  angle  of 
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the  scapula,  and  exposing  the  heart  which  was  observed  to  beat  for  a 
few  minutes  after  birth.  The  pleura  and  peritonsBura  were  continu- 
ous. The  liver  was  a  large  and  shapeless  mass  and  there  was  no 
suspensory  ligament.  From  the  stomach  there  ran  a  large  gut 
resembling  the  colon  and  increasing  in  size  until  about  at  the  jeju- 
num, when  it  suddenly  diminished  and  continued  uniform  in  diame- 
ter to  the  csecum  and  appendix  vermiformis.  From  the  csecum  to 
the  anus  was  a  distance  of  about  five  inches.  This  portion  of  the 
intestinal  tract  was  smaller  than  any  other  portion. 

Dr.  Yocum  also  reported  a  case  of  deformity.  The  absence  of 
the  cervical  vertebra  gave  the  child  a  leonine  appearance.  The 
mother,  it  was  alleged,  had  been  frightened  during  her  pregnancy  by 
a  lion  at  a  menagerie. 

Dr.  Oerhart's  paper  reporting  a  case  of  puerperal  convulsions, 
cured  by  belladonna  200,  was  read  by  title  as  the  author  was  absent 
and  had  not  then  sent  in  his  paper. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Martin  reported  a  difficult  case  of  labor  in  which  a 
defect  in  the  obstetric  forceps  as  manufactured  by  the  makers,  was 
strikingly  manifest. 

The  case  was  one  of  difficult  labor  in  which  the  difficulty  arose,  it 
was  afterwards  learned,  from  the  very  large  size  of  the  child.  For- 
ceps being  necessary  the  ordinary  Hodge  instruments  were  applied, 
but  slipped  off,  notwithstanding  numerous  trials.  Dr.  C.  P.  Seip 
was  sent  for  in  consultation,  and  he  brought  with  him  a  pair  of  for- 
ceps with  long  and  narrow  blades  that  had  been  made  for  Dr.  H.  H. 
Hofmann  many  years  ago  by  a  Pittsburgh  blacksmith.  These  were 
readily  applied,  and  with  them  delivery  was  effected.  They  did  not 
slip.  The  essayist  then  exhibited  the  ordinary  Hodge  forceps  and 
compared  them  with  Dr.  Seip's  instrument,  showing  the  shortness  of 
the  blades  of  the  former. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Dietz  said  that  he  had  a  case  similar  to  the  one 
reported  by  Dr.  Martin,  several  years  ago.  He  applied  the  forceps, 
but  as  soon  as  he  made  strong  traction  the  instruments  slipped.  He 
reapplied  the  instruments  twice  but  with  the  same  result.  He  then 
sent  for  consultation  ;  an  allopathic  physician  who  responded  met 
with  the  same  luck.  They  then  decided  on  version,  and  after  a 
hard  pull  they  succeeded  in  effecting  delivery.  The  child  weighed 
seventeen  and  a-half  pounds  and  was  still  born.  The  questiou  had 
arisen  in  his  mind  regarding  the  propriety  of  performing  version  in 
these  cases  in  the  first  place  without  first  attempting  to  apply  the 
forceps.  After  performing  this  operation  you  have  the  narrow  part 
of  the  child  coming  first.     While  the  life  of  the  child  is  probably 
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endangered,  the  mother  whose  safety  we  must  look  after  above  all 
things,  has  far  better  chances. . 

Dr.  W.  J.  Mabtik  differed  from  Dr.  Dietz  regarding  the  pro- 
priety of  version.  He  thought  that  operation  would  make  matters 
much  worse. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Obamm  thought  that  when  delivery  became  so  difficalt 
as  to  require  the  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  accoucheur,  as  described 
in  the  paper,  the  question  of  Ceesarian  section  should  be  entertained. 
It  is  a  comparatively  safe  operation  if  performed  before  the  vital 
forces  of  the  patient  are  exhausted  by  long  waiting. 

Dr.  C.  p.  Seip  said  in  answer  to  a  question  by  Dr.  T.  M.  John- 
son, that  he  had  not  seen  a  pair  of  forceps  that  could  be  applied  as 
readily  as  those  exhibited  by  Dr.  Martin.  When  once  they  get  a 
hold  on  the  head  of  the  child  there  is  no  letting  go ;  something  is 
bound  to  come. 

Dr.  Sarah  J.  Coe  read  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Value  of  Medicines 
in  Pelvic  Diseases  before  resorting  to  Surgery."  This  paper  con- 
tained the  report  of  several  cases  of  urethral  caruncle  treated  with- 
out resort  to  operation.  Case  I.  was  attended  by  considerable  hsem- 
orrhage.  It  was  cured  by  hamamelis  fluid  extract  locally,  and 
hamamelis  3x  internally.  Case  II.  was  given  sulphur  200  on  account 
of  pruritus,  and  hamamelis  fluid  extract  was  applied  locally.  Cure 
*wa8  prompt  Similar  growths  in  the  rectum  do  not  respond  so 
readily  to  treatment.  The  author  reported  two  cases,  however,  in 
which  her  treatment  yielded  good  results. 

Dr.  Millie  J.  Chapman  read  some  reported  "Clinical Cases." 

The  first  two  cases  were  ones  of  premature  menopause.  The 
remedies  recommended  by  the  author  for  climacteric  conditions 
were  lachesis,  when  flashes  of  heat  are  followed  by  coldness; 
sulphur,  if  the  heat  is  followed  by  profuse  perspiration  ;  actea  race- 
mosa  if  the  flashes  of  heat  are  associated  with  mental  depression  as 
if  a  cloud  settled  down  over  the  patient ;  distressed  and  suspicious 
without  apparent  cause.  The  third  case  reported  was  one  of  dys- 
menorrhoea  with  numerous  complications,  one  of  which  was  tape- 
worm. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Martin  said  that  he  had  used  turpentine  success- 
fully in  the  treatment  of  tape-worm.  A  large  dose  of  the  drug 
was  beaten  up  with  the  white  of  egg,  and  after  that  castor-oil  was 
given. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Betts  thought  that  the  use  of  large  doses  of  turpentine 
was  dangerous.  He  had  used  filix  mas  and  had  followed  with  small 
doses  of  turpentine  with  good  results. 
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Dr.  Martin  said  that  the  large  dose  he  administered  (2  oz.), 
prodaced  considerable  warmth  in  the  stomach,  but  no  other  unpleas- 
antness. 

Dr,  Sarah  J.  Coe  reported  a  case  which  she  had  successfully 
treated  by  two  ounces  of  kousso  followed  by  a  dose  of  castor-oil,  and 
later,  pelleterine. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Dibtz  called  attention  to  a  well-known  domestic 
remedy  for  tape-worm,  namely,  pumpkin-seed. 

Dr.  C.  p.  Seip  reported  a  case  coming  under  his  care,  in  which  a 
patient  was  passing  shreds  of  mucous  membrane  under  the  supposi- 
tion that  they  were  pieces  of  tape-worm.  He  had  been  taking  tur- 
pentine and  his  physician  had  ordered  larger  and  lai^r  doses  to 
expel  the  worm.     Dysuria  was  present  at  first. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Sharpless  said  that  he  had  treated  several  cases  of 
tape-worm  successfully  by  the  administration  of  filix  max  and  rot- 
tlerae.     He  had  also  used  pelleterine  successfully. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Dietz  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  writer  in  the 
Therapeutio  Gazette  had  advised  large  doses  of  chloroform  for  the 
removal  of  tape-worm.  He  himself  had  no  experience  with  this 
method  of  treatment. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Boyd  said  that  the  reason  why  many  remedies  used  for 
the  removal  of  tape-worms  failed  was  the  want  of  a  preliminary 
cathartic.  There  is  always  a  quantity  of  mucus  in  the  intestinal 
tract  and  this  not  infrequently  protects  the  parasite  from  the  effects 
of  the  poison. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Hofmann's  paper  on  "  Three  Cases  of  Laparotomy  " 
was  read  by  Dr.  Millie  J.  Chapman. 

Dr.  Mary  Branson  then  read  a  paper  on  the  medicinal  treat- 
ment of  uterine  fibroids. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Gbamm  thought  that  there  was  too  great  a  tendency 
op  the  part  of  physicians  to  treat  fibroids  and  other  conditions  re- 
quiring surgical  attention,  by  medicine  alone,  until  the  case  had 
progressed  so  far  as  to  make  all  surgical  interference  hopeless. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Bbtts  thought  that  the  question  of  operation  was  one 
which  should  always  be  decided  with  great  deliberation.  One  rule 
is  always  a  good  one,  namely,  to  operate  when  the  patient  is  in  the 
best  condition  possible.  Efforts  should  be  made  to  improve  the 
patient's  condition  with  medicine  as  far  as  possible.  We  do  not 
lose  ground  by  deferring  operation  and  trying  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment. 
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Dr.  Isaac  G.  Smedley  then  read  a  paper  on  '^  The  Treatment  of 
Face  Presentations.'' 

This  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Dietz,  Smedley  and  Boyd,  when 
the  Society  adjourned  until  afternoon. 

Aftermoon  Session. — The  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology,  Otology 
and  Laryngology  reported.  Dr.  H.  K.  Hoy  acted  as  Chairman  in 
the  absence  of  Dr.  R.  W.  McClelland. 

Dr.  Bigler  read  a  paper  entitled  '^  An  Enigmatical  Case/'  in 
which  was  reported  a  case  of  what  was  apparently  an  organic  brain 
disease  with  severe  eye  symptoms^  but  which  made  a  most  excellent 
recovery. 

Dr.  Hoy  next  read  his  own  paper  on  ^^  Aural  Practice."  This 
paper  consisted  of  a  review  of  a  number  of  small  points  in  the  treat- 
ment of  aural  disorders.  Its  nature  was  such  that  a  condensation 
was  impossible.  These  facts  were  so  tersely  stated  that  an  abstract 
of  it  was  impossible: 

Dr.  W.  H.  Bioler,  in  discussing  Dr.  Hoy's  paper  said  that  he 
preferred  the  dry  method  of  cleansing  the  ear  whenever  it  was  pos- 
sible to  employ  it.  In  many  cases,  the  hardened  wax  can  be  re- 
moved in  a  solid  lump.  The  syringe  leaves  the  parts  in  a  soaked 
condition.  The  dry  treatment  of  middle  ear  suppuration  he  thought 
preferable  to  the  wet  Where,  in  a  chronic  case,  there  is  per- 
foration of  the  membrana  tympani,  he  would  prefer  that  it  not 
heal,  as  the  hearing  is  generally  better  while  the  opening  persists. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Speakman  then  read  a  lengthy  paper  on  "The  Eye 
in  Relation  to  General  Diseases."  This  paper  consisted  of  a  review 
of  the  eye  symptoms  of  a  large  number  of  systemic  diseases,  to- 
gether with  a  consideration  of  certain  constitutional  affections  on 
the  eye  structure  itself.  The  paper  was  an  extremely  valuable  one. 
An  abstract  could  not  be  prepared  as  the  paper  consisted  of  a  con- 
densed consideration  of  a  large  number  of  facts. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  John  C.  Morgan  on  "  Three  Cases  of  Glaucoma" 
was  read  by  title  and  referred  for  publication. 

Dr.  Isaac  G.  Shallcross  read  a  paper  on  "  Tubercular  Laryn- 
gitis." 

Dr.  C.  p.  Seip,  discussing  the  last-named  communication,  said 
that  he  once  thought  that  he  had  cured  a  case  of  tubercular  laryn- 
gitis, but  soon  discovered  his  mistake.  He  applied  lactic  acid  locally, 
as  was  recommended  by  Dr.  Shallcross.  Whenever  a  tubercle  was 
touched  with  the  acid  it  healed ;  but  another  one  appeared.    Finally, 
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he  put  the  man  on  iodide  of  potassium,  and  within  twenty-four 
hours  there  was  a  most  remarkable  improvement,  which  continued 
until  the  man  was  perfectly  well.  He  thought  it  was  a  case  of 
syphilis  of  the  larynx. 

Dr.  Clarence  Bartlett  said,  in  response  to  a  question  by  Dr. 
Dunning,  that  improvement  under  the  iodide  of  potassium  was  not 
necessarily  evidence  of  a  syphilitic  origin,  though  it  indicated  a 
specific  cause  very  strongly.  He  quoted  two  cases  from  his  own 
practice  in  which  the  iodidie  in  large  doses  caused  a  most  remarkable 
improvement  in  the  symptoms  where  the  pathological  condition 
present  consisted  of  sarcoma  of  the  dura  mater.  Still,  in  the  vast 
majority  of  instances  in  which  the  drug  causes  an  improvement,  a 
syphilitic  cause  is  traceable. 

Dr.  Charles  G.  Raue,  on  being  called  upon  by  the  President, 
was  greeted  with  loud  applause.  He  said  that  he  would  not  like  to 
say  what  the  trouble  was  in  Dr.  Seip*s  case.  He  did  not  think  that 
it  mattered  very  much,  for  the  patient  was  cured  and  that  was  the 
practical  point.  Kali  hydriodicum  has  in  its  pathogenesis  many  of 
the  symptoms  described  in  Dr.  Shallcross's  paper.  We  should  take 
the  whole  patient  as  he  is  when  treating  him,  and  not  mind  whether 
he  is  suffering  from  tubercular  laryngitis,  syphilitic  laryngitis  or 
some  other  trouble.    In  that  way  we  would  ^t  the  best  results. 

Dr.  H.  F.  Ivins  thought  that  peroxide  of  hydrogen  was  a  most 
useful  agent  for  application  in  the  treatment  of  tubercular  laryngitis, 
especially  in  the  stage  of  ulceration.  So  far  as  the  relief  of  pain  is 
concerned,  the  best  thing  is  a  spray  of  a  ten  per  cent,  solution  of 
calendula. 

Dr.  Ivins  then  read  his  paper  reporting  a  case  cured  by  onosmo- 
diuni.    The  Bureau  then  closed. 

In  the  Bureau  of  Paedology,  Dr.  Duff's  paper  on  "  Catarrh  in 
Childhood,''  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Dr.  A.  P.  Bowie.  Dr. 
Bowie  presented  a  brief  abstract  of  his  own  paper,  after  which  the 
Society  adjourned  until  the  following  morning. 

In  the  evening,  a  banquet  was  tendered  the  visiting  members  and 
their  frieuds  by  the  physicians  of  Philadelphia. 

THIRD  DAY. 

Morning  Session. — The  Bureau  of  Sanitary  Science  reported. 
The  first  paper  read  was  by  Dr.  M.  S.  Williamson  on  the  "  Hygiene 
of  the  Alimentary  Canal." 
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The  author  recommended  as  a  means  of  preparing  the  stomach 
for  the  morning  meal,  that  the  patient  take  a  drink  of  cold  water 
on  rising.  For  those  suffering  from  catarrhal  dyspepsia,  warm 
water  was  preferable.  In  cases  where  there  is  loss  of  power  of  the 
stomach  to  act,  especially  when  there  is  marked  irritability,  the 
action  of  hot  water  after  eating  is  very  soothing.  Articles  of  diet 
should  be  forbidden,  not  because  they  antagonize  medicines,  but 
because  they  disagree  with  the  patient.  The  author  did  not  think 
it  wise  to  lay  down  any  hard  and  fast  diet  rules.  Each  patient  must 
be  carefully  examined,  and  the  diet  best,  suited  to  his  individual 
case  prescribed.  The  author  considered  in  extenso  the  question  of 
diet  of  infants. 

After  the  discussion  of  this  paper.  Dr.  Cooper,  of  Allegheny,  read* 
a  paper  on  "The  Air  We  Breathe.'^  This  closed  the  report  of 
bureaus,  and  the  Society  proceeded  to  transact  general  business. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  President's  Address  was  received 
and  accepted.  The  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  reported. 
After  a  long  discussion,  its  recommendations  were  adopted  without 
amendment.     (See  News  and  Advertiserj  current  number.) 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  which  resulted  as  follows : 

President,  Aug.  Korndoerfer,  M.D.,  Philadelphia.  First  Vice- 
President,  E.  C.  Parsons,  M.D.,  Meadville.  Second  Vice-President, 
Millie  J.  Chapman,  M.D.,  Pittsburgh.  Treasurer,  J.  F.  Cooper, 
M.D.,  Allegheny.  Recording  Secretary,  J.  Richey  Horner,  M.D , 
Allegheny.  Corresponding  Secretary,  E.  R.  Snader,  M.D.,  Phila- 
delphia. Necrologist,  W.  J.  Martin,  M.D.,  Pittsburgh.  Censors, 
Sarah  J.  Coe,  M.D.,  Joseph  E.  Jones,  M.D.,  and  Clarence  Bartlett^ 
M.D. 

The  President  then  announced  the  committees  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

After  selecting  Pittsburgh  as  the  place  for  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing, the  Society  adjourned. 


Enuresis  Nocturna. — Tienhausen,  of  The  Ha^^ue,  believes  that  eoaresis  noc- 
turna  in  children  is  caused  (1)  by  insnfficiency  of  the  sphincter  of  the  bladder 
which  allows  the  urine  to  penetrate  into  the  prostatic  portion  of  the  nrethra,  and 
(2)  by  reflex  action  of  the  circular  fibres  of  the  muscular  walls  of  the  bladder. 
Elevation  of  the  pelvis  prevents  the  urine  from  leaving  the  bladder,  and  thus  obviates 
any  necessity  for  irritation  of  the  prosUtic  portion  of  the  urethra.  The  child  readily 
becomes  accustomed  to  this  position.  The  results  following  treatment  by  this  pos- 
ture are  most  excellent  — Semaitve  M^dictdcy  36,  1890. 
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EDITORIAL 


THE  OPHTHALMOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  AND  HOMffiOPATHY. 

The  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Ophthalmological  Society  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  the  Lancet  for  July  19,  1890,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing apparently  innocent  announcement : 

"An  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Frost,  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  carried.^' 

Yet  this  simple  little  statement  was  the  first  news  of  what  bid  fair 
for  awhile  to  develop  into  a  first-K^Iass  attack  on  homoeopathy.  In 
the  Lancet  for  August  2d,  Mr.  Carter  laid  his  grievances  before  the 
medical  profession.  He  had  tried  hard,  in  the  meantime,  to  suppress 
his  outraged  feelings,  but  when  the  few  lines  as  above  quoted  ap- 
peared in  print,  he  felt  that  he  could  "  no  longer  maintain  silence.'' 
He  must  give  the  profession  the  facts  (?).  It  seems,  according  to  Mr. 
Carter  J  that  a  patient  consulted  the  surgeon  at  the  London  HomoBO- 
pathic  Hospital,  but  the  ailment  not  yielding  to  treatment,  the  latter, 
who,  by  the  way,  was  Mr.  Knox  Shaw,  consulted  an  eminent  allo- 
pathic ophthalmologist  as  to  the  management  of  the  case  and  its 
diagnosis.  The  eminent  allopath  in  question  did  not  hesitate  to  meet 
Mr.  Shaw  in  consultation,  and  (this  is  Mr.  Carter's  statement) 
accepted  a  fee  for  the  consultation.  Then,  horror  of  horrors,  he 
"sanctioned  the  return  of  the  patient  to  the  homoeopathic  hospital." 
Just  to  think  of  thatl  If  he  had  only  stolen  the  patient,  he  might 
have  been  forgiven  !  Mr.  Carter  goes  on  to  say,  that  at  said  con- 
sultation further  operative  measures  were  condemned,  and  yet  Mr. 
Shaw  persisted  in  performing  fresh  operations;  and  that  the  patient 
was  salivated  from  the  constitutional  eflPects  of  mercury.  He  then 
proceeded  to  tell  just  what  he  thought  of  the  procedure.     He  says : 

"The  fact  that  a  gentleman  of  the  eminence  of  the  consultant  in 
this  case  submitted  to  meet  a  homoeopath  would  be  tantamount,  in 
the  estimation  of  many  people,  to  a  declaration  that  the  consultant 
in  question  looks  upon  what  is  called  homoeopathy  as  a  legitimate  or 
defensible  course  of  professional  proceeding.' 

As  Don  Quixote  sought  feats  of  valor,  and  proceeded  to  demolish 
the  wind- mill,  so  Mr.  Carter  rushed  to  the  rescue  of  the  honor  of  the 
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profession.     lie  notified  the  secretaries  of  the  society  that  he  would, 
at  the  coming  meeting,  offer  a  resolution  as  follows : 

'^In  the  opinion  of  this  society  it  is  inexpedient  and  improper  for 
its  members  to  engage  in  professional  consultations  with  avowed 
homoeopaths,  or  with  persons  holding  office  in  homoeopathic  institu- 
tions. The  suggested  resolution  was  so  framed  as  expressly  to 
exclude  cases  in  which  a  consultant  might  meet  a  homoeopath  with- 
out knowing  him  to  belong  to  the  sect.'' 

*^  Avowed  homoeopaths"  is  good.  It  would  be  all  right,  then,  for 
Mr.  Carter  to  meet  in  consultation  a  physician  who  practiced  homoeo- 
pathy (a  la  Ringer,  Brunton,  et  cU)  but  who  gave  his  therapeutic 
practice  some  other  name.  The  resolution,  it  may  be  readily  seen, 
made  it  possible  for  the  consultant  to  maintain  the  "  honor  of  the 
profession"  by  neglecting  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  sectarian  beliefs 
of  any  who  might  call  on  him  for  consultation. 

In  due  course  of  time  the  announcements  of  the  meeting  were 
issued.     Mr.  Carter's  motion  was  thus  announced : 

^'A  motion  by  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  as  to  consultations  with 
homoeopathic  practitioners,  with  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject by  the  Council." 

Mr.  Carter  complains  that  the  nature  of  his  motion  was  not  stated. 
Now,  any  one  who  knows  that  "  gentleman "  is  fully  aware  of  his 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  homoeopathy,  and  the  mere  mention  of  the 
fact  that  he  had  a  motion  to  make  concerning  homoeopathy  is  equiva- 
lent to  an  announcement  of  the  exact  character  of  that  motion.  The 
meeting  was  held.  The  motion  was  put,  and,  terrible  to  relate,  no 
one  supported  it  but  Mr.  Carter  himself,  and  his  assistant  and  literary 
co-laborer,  Mr.  Frost.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  Mr.  C.  wanted  to 
resign? 

The  Lancet  for  August  2d  comes  out  with  four  letters  provoked  by 
Mr.  Carter's  communication.  The  honorary  secretaries  of  the  Oph- 
thalmological  Society  denied  any  intention  to  offend,  or  the  posses- 
sion of  any  sordid  motive. 

Mr.  Shaw  came  forward  and  exposed  Mr.  Carter's  utter  disregard 
of  truth.  It  seems,  in  the  first  place,  that  Mr.  Shaw  did  send  the 
patient  to  the  "eminent  consultant."  What  is  more,  the  latter  did 
not  accept  a  fee  for  the  consultation.  A  Baron's  operation  on  the 
right  upper  eyelid  was  decided  upon  at  the  consultation,  and  was 
subsequently  performed.  All  other  operative  procedures  were  con- 
demned by  both  Mr.  Shaw  and  the  "  consultant."  The  remedy  given 
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the  patient  was  arsenic.  Mercury  was  never  prescribed.  When  the 
patient  left  Mr.  Shaw's  treatment  he  was  not  suffering  from  saliva- 
tion of  any  kind. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  also  came  to  the  front,  reminding  the  profession  of 
Mr.  Carter's  Quixotic  attempt  to  down  homoeopathy  in  the  celebrated 
*'  London  Times  controversy/'  wherein  he  posed  before  the  world  as 
"  R.  B.  C."     The  bad  logic  of  that  individual  was  fully  exposed. 

The  fourth  letter  was  from  Mr.  Spencer  Watson,  who  hoped  that 
Mr.  Carter  would  fully  ventilate  the  subject  in  the  columns  of  the 
Lancet,  and  "  get  up  a  memorial  to  be  signed  by  all  regular  practi- 
tioners of  all  societies,  condemning  the  holding  of  consultations  with 
homoeopathists,  and  urging  the  Councils  of  all  the  medical  societies 
to  issue  a  protest  to  their  members  against  such  consultations."  Yet 
he  doubted  the  futility  of  his  own  suggestion. 

The  Lanoet  for  August  9th  was  issued  without  containing  a  word 
concerning  this  great  (?)  controversy.  How  this  must  have  hurt 
K.  B.  C.'s  feelings,  for  in  the  issue  of  August  16th  he  says  that  he  had 
refrained  from  noticing  the  letters  of  Mr.  Shaw  and  Dr.  Dudgeon, 
as  he  thought  it  possible  ^*  that  some  one  else  might  desire  to  take 
part  in  the  discussion."  It  really  seemed  as  though  no  one  else  did 
want  to  take  part,  so  Mr.  C.  had  to  enter  the  lists  once  more.  He 
replied  to  Mr.  Shaw's  communication  by  saying  that  all  his  former 
statements  were  confirmed  therein  with  the  exception  of  two  which 
were  unimportant.  To  the  disinterested  Mr.  Shaw's  statement  differs 
in  toto  from  that  of  R.  B.  C.  The  only  point  of  agreement  was 
that  a  consultation  did  take  place.  To  Dr..  Dudgeon  Mr.  Carter 
replied  in  a  "  mebbe-I-was-and-mebbe-I-wasn't "  style,  and  confines 
his  remarks  entirely  to  the  question  of  his  identity  with  R.  B.  C, 
of  London  Times  fame.  He  announces  that  there  are  upright 
homoeopath ists  whom  he  could  respect. 

'^  If  such  a  homoeopath  brought  a  patient  to  me  about  the  nature 
of  whose  case  I  was  doubtful,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  examine  the 

fatient*  and  to  declare  my  opinion  in  the  presence  of  the  homoeopath.f 
f  I  were  asked  to  perform  an  operation,  I  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  presence  of  a  homoeopath  in  the  room ;  but  I  should 
stipulate  for  complete  and  undivided  control  of  the  treatment.  .  .  . 
Just  as  ...  .  Mr.  Balfour  would  not  consult  with  Mr.  Parnell  X 

♦  Presumably  for  a  fee. — Eds. 
t  As  an  invitation  to  bring  another  fwtient. — Ere. 

X  Mr.  Parnell  could  probably  give  Mr.  Balfour  some  pretty  good  advice  which 
would  stand  that  gentleman  in  good  service. 
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concerning  the  means  to  be  employed  for  the  pacification  of  Ireland, 
so  a  medical  practitioner  has  no  moral  right  to  engage  in  a  consulta- 
tion whi<!h  can  be  no  better  than  quackery ;  a  mockery,  and  which  is 
calculated  to  deceive  the  patient  and  the  public/' 

In  closing,  R.  B.  C.  shows  his  surprise  at  Mr.  Shaw's  and  Dr. 
Dudgeon's  replies  in  the  issue  of  August  16th,  for  he  says: 

''Let  me  add  that,  although  homoeopaths  have  thought  fit  to 
thrust  themselves  into  the  discussions  iu  your  columns,  the  question 
is  not  one  for  them,  but  for  us." 

Surely  he  must  have  thought  that  in  the  columns  of  the  Lancd 
he  could  abuse  homoeopathy  to  his  heart's  content  and  the  editor  of 
that  journal  would  protect  him  from  reply. 

The  Medical  Press  and  Circular  is  nothing  if  not  orthodox,  and 
with  such  a  good  chance  to  attack  homoeopathy  it  could  not  remain 
silent.  So  in  its  issue  for  September  3d  it  begins  to  tell  how  much 
it  does  not  know  about  homoeopathy.  It  quotes  approvingly  all  of 
Mr.  Carter's  bad  logic,  and  then  proceeds  to  air  its  own  ignorance 
thus : 

"  Either  the  professsing  homoeopath  is  a  true  disciple  of  Hahne- 
mann or  he  is  not ;  either  he  believes  that  the  billionth  of  a  grain  of 
calomel  is  the  correct  dose  and  that  three  grains  is  a  pestilent  poison 
or  he  does  not;  either  he  believes  that  morphia  will  on  the  similia 
similibus  principle  cure  coma  or  he  does  not." 

None  of  the  above  provisions  enter  into  a  homoeopath's  belief, 
though  it  is  true  that  he  does  believe,  in  fact  he  knows,  that  morphia 
will  cure  some  cases  of  coma.  In  this  he  is  supported  by  the  testi- 
mony of  the  Medical  Press  arid  Circular  itself,  for  on  the  same  page 
as  the  above-quoted  assertion  and  almost  alongside  of  it  we  read 
that  the  effects  of  the  bites  of  a  certain  spider  are  narcotic  and  that 
morphia  is  the  proper  antidote.     "  O,  consistency  thou  art  a  jewel ! " 

At  prej^ent  everything  is  quiet.  The  men  whom  Mr.  Carter 
lil)elled  have  offered  their  explanations.  He  has  gotten  in  ti  re- 
joinder, apparently  in  the  hope  of  starting  a  *'big  fight"  No 
one  seems  to  agree  with  Mr,  Carter,  nor  does  any  one  seem  to  want 
to  fight  with  him.  It  really  seems  that  no  one  wants  to  take 
further  part  in  the  discussion.  He  is  now  being  treated  with  that 
potent  weapon,  SILENCE. 
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"SIGNS  OF  THE  •TIMES/" 
The  Pittsburgh  Medical  Review  for  September,  1890,  has,  as  its 
leading  editorial,  a  review  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times  for 
August,  1890.  It  is  headed  "Signs  of  the  'Times,'''  and  opens  as 
follows :  "The  New  York  Medical  JYmes  is  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  homoeopathic  periodical  in  this  country,  if  not  in  the 
world."  ....  "Itiseditedby  Egbert  Guernsey,  of  New  York,  etc." 
The  balance  of  the  article  is  an  adverse  criticism  on  homoeopathy, 
based  on  the  contents  of  the  August  number  of  the  Times,  The 
burden  of  the  criticism  rests  on  the  point,  that  out  of  67  articles  from 
current  medical  literature  only  two  are  credited  to  homoeopathic 
sources.  The  writer  then  moralizes,  that  "  if  the  most  prominent 
homoeopathic  journal  in  this  country  gives  less  than  four  pages  of 
homoeopathy  in  thirty-two  of  reading  matter,"  ....  "how  much  of 
homoeopathy  is  there  in  it?"  The  editors  of  the  Pittsburgh  Medical 
Review  are  presumably  honest  men,  yet  it  is  evident  that  they  have 
either  deliberately  misrepresented  the  truth,  or  that  they  are  guilty 
of  avoidable  ignorance.  The  New  York  Medical  Tim>es  is  not  "  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  homoeopathic  periodical  in  this  country, 
if  not  in  the  world."  In  fact,  it  is  not  a  homceopaihic  }o\xmd\  at  all, 
This  statement  is  made  on  the  written  declaration  of  one  of  the  edi- 
tor of  the  New  York  Medical  TimeSj  which,  by  the  way,  is  edited 
by  Egbert  Guernsey,  M.D.,  and  Alfred  K.  Hills,  M.D.,  the  latter, 
the  working  editor,  being  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
County  of  New  York  (allopathic.)  Dr.  Alfred  K.  Hills,  in  a  written 
communication  to  the  secretary  of  the  Allopathic  Medical  Society  of 
the  County  of  New  York,  in  1884,  "  I  am  not  an  editor  or  asso- 
ciate editor  of  any  homoeopathic  medical  journal."  Yet  at  that  time 
Dr.  Hills  was  the  principal  editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Times, 
Dr.  Hills  has  since  joined  the  American  Medical  Editors'  Association, 
an  organization  composed,  as  the  editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Review 
knows  full  well,  entirely  of  allopath ist?.  It  is  plain  that  the  editors 
of  this  journal  did  not,  and  do  not,  consider  their  periodical  to  be  a 
homoeopathic  journal,  and  it  is  certainly  more  than  gratuitous  on  the 
part  of  the  editors  of  the  Pittsburgh  Medical  Review  to  say  that  the 
New  York  Medicul  Times  is  "  the  mast  prominent  and  influential 
homoeopathic  periodical,  etc."  This  journal,  like  all  other  allopathic 
journals,  frequently  contains  homoeopathic  articles  and  clippings. 
But  the  Times  differs  from  the  other  self-styled  "  regular "  jour- 
nals in  possessing  the  moral  courage  and  common  honesty  to  accredit 
truthfully  their  source. 
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GLEANINGS 


GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BT 

&  LILIENTHAL,  M.D..     '  E.  M.  GRAMM.  M.D., 

CLARKKCE  BARTLKTT,  M.D..  W.  W.  VAN  BADN,  M.D., 


Ok  the  Employment  of  Cold  Bath  in  the  Treatment  of  Pneumonia. 
Bj  M.  Barth  (L'  Union  MidiocUe,  July  3,  1890).— It  has,  for  a  loog  time,  been  con- 
sidered that  the  effect  of  the  cold  batli  was  the  direct  abstraction  of  caloric.  This 
certainly  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  the  most  readily  apprehended,  bat  it  is 
not  the  only  effect.  Its  action  is  first  upon  the  circulatory  system.  During  the 
immersion  the  vessels  of  the  surface  contract,  the  blood  flows  towards  the  viscera, 
its  tension  is  augmented,  and  with  it  the  work  of  the  heart.  After  the  bath  an  ener- 
getic reaction  takes  place,  the  blood  flows  back  to  the  superficial  vessels  and  leaves 
the  visceral  cavities.  The  nervous  system  is  energetically  stimulated;  the  brain 
becomes  active ;  delirium  ceases;  the  puUe  increases  in  form ;  respiration  becomes 
more  regular;  secretion  is  promoted ;  saliva  and  perspiration  become  abundant; 
but  it  is  more  especially  upK>n  the  urine  that  the  cold  bath  exerts  any  influence ; 
even  albumin,  if  it  had  existed,  disappears.  The  action  of  the  cold  bath  is  not 
merely  antithermic,  but  it  is  actively  therapeutic 

The  Revival  of  Venesection. — Crocq  is  a  great  believer  in  the  valae  of 
yenesection  in  pneumonia,  and  places  but  little  credence  in  that  theory  which  assigns 
to  this  disease  a  microbian  origin.  He  says  that  to-day  physicians  show  too  much 
confidence  in  the  work  of  the  laboratory  and  too  little  in  clinical  facts.  Formerly 
the  symptoms  obHerved  at  the  bedside  furnished  the  indications  for  treatment;  now 
the  microbes  are  sought  for  in  order  to  make  a  diagnosis.  The  old  masters  bled 
their  patients  suffering  from  pneumonia  and  cured  their  cases ;  physicians  of  the 
younger  generation  while  searching  for  the  microbe  lose  their  cases.  The  same  re- 
marks are  applicable  to  inflammatory  rheumatism  and  puerperal  peritonitis,  in  both 
of  which  affections  a  bleeding  does  good,  while  the  patient  fares  badly  when  the 
extermination  of  the  microbe  is  the  object  desired  in  the  treatment  Nature  often 
steps  in  and  produces  a  hemorrhage,  which  has  salutary  effects.  Why  should  we 
not  follow  that  hint?  Some  make  the  excuse  that  constitutions  to-day  are  not 
what  they  were  formerly ;  we  live  in  an  age  of  nervous  degeneration.  But  we 
meet  to-day  the  same  congestions  in  different  organs  as  we  met  years  ago,  and  in 
these  a  timely  bleeding  will  to-day  give  the  same  relief  as  it  did  of  yore.  Crocq 
does  not  believe  in  therapeutic  systems  that  are  constantly  changing ;  all  the  thera- 
peutic measures  must  be  taken  with  intelligence  and  without  exaggeration. — Se- 
maine  MSdicaU,  32,  1890. 

A  Novel  Method  of  Applying  Drugs  in  Soltttion. — Botey  first  intro- 
duced fluids  into  the  trachea  and  allowed  them  to  run  down  through  the  bronchi 
so  that  they  could  be  absorbed  through  the  lungs.  After  experimenting  on  animals 
he  then  tried  the  procedure  on  himself.  He  injected  through  a  syringe  five,  then 
ten,  and  fifteen,  and.  finally,  thirty-seven  grammes  of  distilled  water,  allowing  the 
fluid  to  run  slowly  down  the  walls  of  the  trachea.  It  caused  neither  cough  or  irri- 
tation ;  the  pulse  beats  fell  from  84  to  74  and  respirations  from  21  to  17.  Encouraged 
by  these  results  he  experimented  with  the  method  on  a  patient  suffering  from 
syphilis  of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  injecting  twelve  grammes  of  a  fluid  containing 
one  per  cent,  of  a  salt  of  iodine.  As  the  larnyx  had  not  been  aniesthetized  it 
caused  her  to  cough.  Two  days  later  an  injection  of  fifteen  grammes  of  the  same 
solution  was  used,  and  some  days  afterwards  twenty-five  grammes;  these  latter  she 
bore  well  without  any  trouble  whatever.  After  seventeen  such  treatments  she  was 
pronounced  cured;  all  other  treatment  had  failed  to  benefit  her. — Allgem.  Med, 
Centr.  Zeiiung,  34, 1890. 
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Herpes  Zoster  Following  Influenza. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Bolognn,  Dr.  G.  Finzi  reported  a  case  in  a  girl  of  fifteen  who,  after  recover- 
ing from  a  severe  attack  of  influenza,  was  seized  with  neuralgic  pain,  accompanied 
with  a  pricking  and  burning  sensation  shooting  from  the  back  around  the  right 
side.  On  being  seen  five  days  later,  a  chain  of  herpetic  vesicles  was  found  extend- 
ing along  the  seventh  intercostal  space,  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  axilla  being 
swollen  and  tender,  and  pressure  along  the  course  of  the  seventh  intercostal  nerve 
making  the  patient  scream  with  pain.  In  from  eight  to  ten  days  the  vesicles  dis- 
Appeared,  the  whole  duration  of  the  symptoms  having  been  about  a  fortnight. 

At  the  same  meeting  Dr.  Camillo  Moglia  reported  a  case  of  herpes  zot^ter  corres- 
ponding to  the  eighth  intercostal  nerve  of  the  right  side  in  a  girl  of  eighteen,  in 
whom  the  disease  appeared  at  the  beginning  of  an  attack  of  influenza  and  lasted  a 
Dionth. 

In  Dr.  Finzi's  case  antipyrin  relieved  the  pain,  bttt  Dr.  Moglia's  patient  proved 
refractory  to  treatment— Jbum.  of  Qui.  and  Gen.  Duf.,  September,  1890. 

Atrophic  Lines  and  Spots  Following  Typhoid  Fever.— Dr.  F.  J.  Shep- 
herd, of  M(mlreal,  presented  a  case  of  this  ^iseat^e  to  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
American  Dermaiological  Association.  It  had  occurred  in  a  boy  of  fifteen  yeai-s, 
brought  to  the  hospital  with  typhoid  fever.  During  the  course  of  the  disease  he 
was  delirious  and  had  epileptic  attacks.  Macular  lines  formed,  extending  across 
thepatellas  and  around  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  thigh  to  near  the  middle,  some 
being  several  inches  long.  They  were  of  a  reildish  color,  and  afterwards  became 
paler;  they  were  not  distinctly  shiny  and  were  grooved.  The  interesting  point  in 
the  case  was  the  occurrence  of  the  atn>phic  lines  in  a  boy  during  acute  fever.  He 
did  not  think  that  their  presence  could  be  accounted  for,  as  they  were  in  oedemata 
ons  snWects,  by  stretching.  There  seemed  to  be  a  nerve  element  in  their  causation. — 
New  York  Medical  Joutmaly  September  20,  1890. 

Srcond  Infection  with  Syphilis.— Dr.  Taylor  reported  the  case  of  a  sickly 
looking  woman,  aged  thirty-eight,  who  entered  the  Charity  Hospital  in  January  last. 
Kleven  years  agoshe  had  syphilis,  having  had  a  hard  swelling  of  the  external  geni- 
tal.*', enlargement  qf  the  glands,  an  eruption  shortly  afterwards  all  over  the  body  and 
headache  at  niffht.  In  the  second  year  she  had  rheumatoid  pains  and  mucous  patches, 
and  in  the  third  year  serpiginous  syphilides,  etc.  She  marrieil  and  gave  birth 
U»  two  sickly  children,  who  soon  died.  Her  husband  having  died,  she  again  lapsed 
in  virtue,  and  came  to  the  hospital  with  typical  miliary  syphilides  scattered  over 
nearly  the  whole  surface.  All  the  ganglia  were  decidedly  enlarged.  There  were 
mucous  patches  of  the  tongue  and  mouth,  and  evidences  of  alopecia.  She  suflTered 
with  pain  in  the  joints,  worse  at  night.  The  second  attack  was  much  more  severe 
than  the  first.— iVew  York  Mediad  Journal^  September  20,  1890. 

Glanders  Marked  by  Catarrhal  Pneumonia. — Dr.  Hartge,  writing  in  /Sf. 
Peleraburger  Medicinische  Wochenschrift,  gives  an  account  of  the  case  of  a  veterinary 
surgeon  who  had  been  engaged  in  treating  horaes  for  glanders,  and  had  sulisequently 
worked  in  the  laboratofy  of  the  Dorpat  Veterinary  institute  at  bacteriological 
investigations  of  this  disease.  During  last  November,  while  he  was  working  in  the 
laboratory,  he  had  an  attack  of  influenza  which  kept  him  three  days  in  bed,  and 
which  was  followed  by  a  severe  and  persistent  cough,  for  which  he  was  advised  to 
keep  indoors.  He  did  not  follow  this  advice,  and  about  three  weeks  after  having 
returned  to  work  was  seized  with  a  rigor  and  a  feeling  of  discomfort  in  the  chest, 
which  was  followed  by  stabbing  pains  in  the  side.  On  examination,  he  was  found 
to  be  sufiering  from  bronchitis  and  catarrhal  pneumonia,  which  were  sup^iosed  to 
be  consequences  of  the  influenza.  There  was  then  no  albuminuria,  and  the  tem- 
perature was  not  more  than  a  degree  above  normal.  On  the  sixth  day,  however,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  albumin  was  found  in  the  urine,  and  the  temperature  was 
40.6®  C.  On  the  seventh  day  the  lungs  still  appeared  to  be  affected  with  capillary 
bronchitis.  There  was  little  cough,  but  the  sputum  was  tinged  with  blood.  The 
patient  now  began  to  complain  of  severe  pains  in  the  joints  of  the  feet,  which  were 
tender,  but  no  swelling  could  be  detected.  The  next  day  the  knees  became  painful, 
and  a  slight  swelling  could  be  detected  around  the  ankle-joint,  which  was  exces- 
sively painful.  Some  small  red  eminences  appeared  in  the  neighborhood  similar 
to  those  of  erythema  nodosum,  and  the  knee-joint  was  swollen  and  distended  with 
fluid.  The  next  day  (the  ninth)  the  patient  was  generally  worse,  and  there  was 
dyspnoea,  but  it  was  not  until  the  tenth  day  that  the  infectious  nature  of  the  disease 
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was  8u<([>ecte(l.  The  raised  spots  became  livid,  and  there  were  streaks  of  IjmphaD- 
gitic  character  about  the  feet.  The  nose  and  &ce  became  red  and  swollen,  and 
there  was  a  sangnino-seroiis  nasal  diM:harge.  The  diagnosis  was  fully  cleared  Dp 
on  the  examination  of  this  discharge  at  the  Veterinary  institute  by  the  detection 
in  it  of  LoHii'r'H  glanders  bacilli.  '1  he  next  day  pustules  broke  out  in  various  parts, 
and  great  numbers  of  Loifier's  bacilli  were  found  in  the  pus  contained  in  them,  with 
a  remarkable  abi^enoe  of  other  micro-organisms.  Tiie  patient  died  on  the  twelfth 
day.  A  post-mortem  examination  could  not  be  obumed.  Dr.  Hartge  remarks 
upon  the  difficulties  of  diagnosis  which  glanders  frequently  presents.  At  first  the 
symptoms  are  ko  little  distinctive  that  diagnosis  is  usually  impossible  ;  subt^equently 
tiiey  may  be  mistaken  for  those  of  pyaemia,  and  in  chronic  cases  for  those  of  syphilis 
or  tuberculosis. 

in  the  present  case  the  nature  of  the  di.(iea8e  was  masked  by  the  catarrhal  pneu- 
monia which  was  present.  The  true  proof,of  course,  is  the  detection  of  the  glanders 
bacilli  of  LoOler  and  Schutz.  In  this  case  not  only  were  these  foumi,  but  guinea- 
pigs  and  mice,  which  were  inoculated  with  the  nasal  discharge,  became  affected  by 
the  disease.  In  acute  cases,  according  to  Dr.  Hartge,  the  prognosis  is  always  bad ; 
in  chronic  cases  about  60  per  cent,  recover  The  incubation  stage  is  generally  from 
three  to  five  days,  but  may  last  longer. — The  Laneetj  July  26,  1890. 

Bleaching  Teeth. — A  dirty-looking,  blue-tinged  tooth  in  the  front  of  the  mouth 
is  so  distiguring  to  the  appearance  that  the  subject  seeks  the  aid  of  the  dental  sur- 
geon. 8utfh  teeth  are  too  often  recklessly  and  ruthlessly  excised,  and  an  artificial 
orown  attachetl  to  the  root.  The  result  is  brilliant,  as  far  as  appearance  is  concerned, 
and  does  not  call  for  any  great  amount  of  labor  on  the  part  of  the  operator,  but,  at 
the  Mime  time,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  true  con-servative  treatment  would  not 
rather  be  to  render  the  tooth  presentable  bv  bleaching  and  subsequent  filling,  which 
is  practicable  in  a  large  number  of  cases.  The  most  common  cause  of  staining  is 
the  death  of  the  pulp  and  infiltration  of  the  dentinal  tubules  with  the  products  of 
its  decomposition.  Another  cause,  which  is  much  more  common  than  it  should  be, 
is  the  insertion  of  amalgam  stoppings,  especially  those  containing  copper,  and  this 
stain,  unt(»rtunately,  appears  to  be  indelible. 

Two  general  cliisses  of  substances  have  been  introduced  for  bleaching  teeth — 
oxidizing  agents,  such  as  chlorine  compounds  and  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  and  re- 
ducing :L^a>nts,  as  sulphurous  acids.  The  treatment  by  means  of  peroxide  of  hydro- 
gen is  extremely  simple,  and  gives  good  results,  but  it  appears  from  recent  experi- 
ments by  Dr.  Miller,  of  Berlin,  that  this  preparation  acts  upon  the  dentine,  remov- 
ing the  organic  matter. 

iSulphurous  acid  is  also  open  to  a  similar  objection,  in  that  its  prolonged  use  will 
dissolve  out  the  lime  salts.  Generally,  the  chief  chemical  used  for  bleaching  teeth 
is  chlorine  or  some  of  its  compounds.  Where  chlorine  is  used,  steel  instruments 
are  inadmissible,  as  the  salts  of  iron,  which  would  be  formed,  would  rapidly  dis- 
color the  teeth.  The  instruments  must  be  constructed  of  gold,  platinum,  or  ivory. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  chlorine  from  passing  through  the  foramen  at  the  end  of 
the  root,  which  would  probably  cause  acute  periostitis,  the,  apical  third  of  the  palp 
canal  is  solidly  filled  with  gold.  The  tooth  is  isolated  at  the  gums,  the  soft  parts 
being  protected  by  the  adjustment  of  the  rubber  dam,  and  the  tooth  thoroughly  dried 
by  means  of  a  warm-air  syringe.  The  pulp-cavity  is  then  washed  thoroughly  with 
ether  to  remove  any  fatty  material.  Various  preparations  of  clilorine  have  been 
recommended,  but  perhaps  the  simplest  is  freshly-made  chlorine  water,  as  suggested 
by  Dr.  Wright,  of  Richmond,  U.S.A.,  which  is  forced  into  the  pulp-chamber  by 
means  of  a  syringe.  Three  or  four  sittings,  of  an  hour, each,  are  usually  sufficient 
to  remove  the  discoloration,  when  the  teeth  can  be  filled  in  the  ordinary  way. — The 
Lancet,  3u\y  19,  1890. 

Chromic  acid  for  Hyperidrosis  op  Feet. — Experiments  were  made  in 
1889,  by  order  of  the  Prussian  Minister  of  War,  with  chromic  acid  to  test  its 
power  of  relieving  excessive  sweating  of  the  feet,  and  the  results  have  been  highly 
satisfactory.  Frequently,  one  application  of  a  5  per  cent,  solution  of  cliromic  acid 
sufficed.  The  solution  should  be  applied  with  cotton- wool  to  the  soles  of  tlie  feet 
and  between  the  toes ;  it  is  seldom  necessary  either  to  repeat  the  treatment  or  to 
apply  a  stronger  solution.  The  parts  treated  by  the  solution  become  firm  and  dry, 
and  the  power  of  walking  is  much  increased,  if  there  are  wounds  on  the  feet,  they 
had  better  be  healed  before  applying  the  chromic  acid.  No  secondary  affection  or 
inconvenience  of  any  kind  attends  the  treatment. — Journal  de  Midecine  dc  PorU, 
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Amyloid  Degenebation  of  the  Luno.— Dr.  Alexander  S.  EgorofiT,  of  St. 
Petersburg,  contributes  a  short  monogaph  on  this  subject  {St,  Petersburg  Inaugural 
IHBaertationj  1890,  No.  62,  p.  36),  based  on  his  own  researclies  in  Professor  N.  P. 
Ivanovsky's  laboratory,  as  well  as  on  the  studj  of  (a  rather  scanty)  international 
literature.  His  materials  consisted  of  twenty-two  bodies,  presenting  lardaceous 
disease  of  the  kidneys,  liver,  and  spleen ;  in  four  of  them  the  lungs  also  proved 
to  be  similarly  degenerated.  Of  the  four  cases,  three  referred  to  patients  (two 
women,  one  man,  et.  from  26  to  46)  who  had  been  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis ;  the  fourth  to  a  syphilitic  man  of  47.  The  presence  or  absence  of  waxy 
degeneration  was  determined  by  means  of  (a)  Virchow's  iodine  test;  (b)  methyl 
violet-test  (which  stains  amyloid  substances  in  a  beautiful  carmine  red-color,  recom- 
mended by  Cornil,  Heschl,  and  Tuereens) ;  and  (c)  Leonardi's  violet  ink  (recom- 
mended by  Heschl  and  Birch-Hirschfeld).  The  following  are  the  essential  con- 
clusions beached  by  Dr.  Egoroff: 

1.  The  respiratorv  tracts,  including  the  lungs,  are  affected  by  lardaceous  degene- 
ration by  far  more  frequently  than  is  usually  supposed.  (According  to  Hennings, 
Kyber,  Fehr,  and  others,  the  lungs  are  founa  to  be  degenerated  in  about  2  per  cent, 
of  all  cases  of  amyloid  disease ;  according  to  Dr.  Egoroff,  in  about  18  per  cent.) 

2.  The  moat  common  cause  of  waxy  degeneration  of  the  lung  is  constituted  by 
pnlmonary  tuberculosis.  (The  same  holds  true  in  regard  to  amyloid  disease  of 
the  abdominal  viscera.  Of  the  author's  twenty-two  cases,  in  ten  (46  percent.)  pul- 
monary lubepculosis  was  present.) 

3.  As  a  rule,  pulmonary  lardaceous  disease  does  not  attain  such  intensity  as  ob- 
served in  cases  of  amyloid  kidney,  liver,  or  spleen.  The  degeneration  occurs  in 
the  shape  of  fairly  small-sized  isolated  foci,  irregularly  scattered  over  the  organ, 
and  gradually  decreasing  in  number  in  the  direction  from  the  bronchi  towards 
the  pulmonary  alveoli. 

4.  The  morbid  process  starts  from  the  basal  membrane  of  the  bronchial  epithe- 
lium, and  from  the  membrana  propria  of  the  muciferous  glands,  to  spread  on  the 
adjacent  non-striated  muscle  fibres,  bloodvessels,  and  connective  tissue. 

5.  The  degeneration  never  attacks  the  epithelium  of  either  small  bronchi,  or 
muciferous  glands,  or  pulmonary  alveoli. 

6.  Of  the  bloodvessels,  only  the  bronchial  arteries,  with  their  branches  and  ca- 
pillaries are  affected. 

7.  There  does  not  exist  any  parallelism  between  the  intensity  and  extent  of 
lardaceous  changes  in  the  lungs  and  those  in  other  organs  of  the  body.  (In  fact, 
of  the  author's  twenty-two  cases,  in  those  four  where  waxy  degeneration  of  the 
lungs  was  present,  amyloid  changes  in  the  abdominal  organs  were  by  far  less  pro- 
nounced than  in  the  other  eighteen  cases  in  which  no  pulmonary  degeneration 
was  found. 

8.  It  is  just  possible  that  pulmonarv  amyloid  disease  may  develop  primarily,  or, 
at  least,  simultaneous!  v  with  similar  changes  in  other  organs  of  the  body. — The  Pro- 
vincial MediisalJoumalf  August,  1890. 

Syphilitic  Infection  in  a  Person  Hereditarily  Syphilitic.— In  1879, 
the  woman  came  to  Dr.  Taylor  first,  aged  19,  for  the  treatment  of  a  destructive  syphi- 
litic sore  on  the  faoe,  arising  from  hereditary  syphilis,  a  clear  history,  of  which  was 
afterwards  given  him  by  her  mother,  who  had  acquired  syphilis  three  months  before 
the  child's  birth.  The  child  had  a  rash,  condylomata,  and  snuflles,  and  was  weakly. 
Five  yea:rs  aAer  his  patient's  first  visit,  in  1885,  she  returned,  and  had  then  macu- 
lar roseola  and  scaling  syphilides  all  over  the  body,  condylomata  of  the  genitals, 
mucous  patches  of  the  pharynx,  etc.  The  infection  began  in  the  right  labium,  and 
was  contracted  from  the  husband.  The  glands  were  all  enlarged  and  there  was 
alopecia.  She  had  since  been  cured. — New  York  Medieal  Journal,  September  20, 
2890. 

Measles  Supervening  upon  an  Attach  op  Urticaria  Pigmentosa. — 
Morel  La  valine  describes  a  case  of  meaales  in  a  boy  whose  whole  body  was  covered 
with  urticaria  pigmentosa  lesions.  The  attack  of  measles  was  unusually  severe,  but 
ran  a  typical  course,  and  ended  with  a  fine  branny  desquamation,  the  tongue  des« 
qoamating,  too.  Intense  itchihg  was  present  all  over  the  body;  but,  in  spite  of  his 
constant  scratching,  no  new  lesions  of  urticaria  appeared.  During  the  time  that  the 
eruption  of  measles  was  out,  the  urticaria  lesions  persisted  unaltered.  While  the 
acute  exanthem  was  out  thick  on  all  other  portions  of  the  skin,  none  would  develop 
upon  the  urticaria  wheals. — Areh%v,fiir  Dermatol- und  SypkiliSf  Heft  4  u^  5,  1890. 
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Beneficial  Effect  of  Amyl  Nitrite  in  Cardiac  Collapse  After  De- 
livery.— The  patient  was  suffering  severely  from  mitral  disease,  which  had  im- 
proved in  hospital  with  tr.  stroph.,  etc.  Immediately  the  placenta  was  expelled, 
great  dyspnoea,  coughing  and  pretty  free  htemoptysis  arose,  with  lividity  of  ikoe. 
iSlie  was  given  five  or  six  drops  of  amyl  nitrite  to  inhale.  The  effect  was  imme- 
diate, and  red  flushings  supplanted  the  lividity,  though  very  little  blood  escaped 
from  the  uterus.  The  good  result  is  attributed  by  Dr.  Wright  who  reports  the 
case,  to  the  nitrite  of  amyl  allowing  much  blood  to  lie  in  the  peripheral  circula- 
tion, and  so  enable  the  weak  heart  to  tide  over  the  sudden  strain  given  to  it  by  the 
extra  amount  of  blood  thrown  on  the  circulation  after  the  placenta  was  expelled. — 
Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  December,  1889. 

Tin-:  Uterine  Anthrophore.— Dr.  Falk  has  adapted  the  ordinary  urethral 
anthrophore  for  the  treatment  of  endometritis.  After  disinfection  of  the  yagina  the 
anthrophore  is  introduced  into  the  uterine  cavity  with  the  aid  of  a  speculum  and 
dre^tsing  force[)S.  In  ten  minutes  the  medicated  coating  will  have  dissolved  and  the 
spiral  can  be  removed.  The  endometrium  can  be  treated  in  this  way  uniformly 
and  with  exact  doses  of  the  medicament,  which  is  not  possible  by  fluid  washes  or 
injectionR,  as  the  amount  of  medication  is  unknown  or  unevenly  distributed.  The 
best  results  in  fungous  endometritis  have  been  obtained  with  anthrophores  contain- 
ing chloride  of  zinc  (1  per  cent.),  cupnim  sulphuric.  (0.3  to  1.0  per  cent.),  resorcin 
(10  per  cent.),  tannin  (6  to  10  per  cent.),  and  in  gonorrhoeal  endometritis  from  cor^ 
rosive  sublimate  (0.1  per  cent.),  kreosote  (2  per  cent),  and  especially  from  subli- 
mate (0.1  per  cent.)  combined  with  chloride  of  zinc  (1  per  cent ).  As  aterine  colic 
often  follows  soon  after  the  introduction  of  chloride  of  zinc,  resorcin  and  kreosote, 
the  antrophore  is  given  a  coating  of  cocaine  so  that  this  method  of  treatment  becomes 
painless  in  most  cases. — OerUralblatifur  Oyndkologitt  No.  33, 1890. 

The  Influence  of  Syphilitic  Infection  during  Pre<inancy. — Schroeder 
and  prominent  sy philologists  state  that  a  woman  who  is  healthy  at  the  time  of  con- 
ception and  is  afterwards  infected  during  the  pregnancy,  will  give  birth  to  a  healthy 
child,  also  that  (he  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  exceedingly  rare.  Winckle,  P.  MilUer 
and  Zweifel  do  not  accept  this  statement,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  fcetiis 
becomes  syphilitic  more  certainly  in  proportion  to  the  early  period  of  pregnancy  in 
which  the  mother  is  infected. 

P.  Steffeck,  of  VVurzburg  reports  two  cases  in  which  the  mothers  were  infected  in 
the  fifth  month,  and  labor  occurred  in  one  case  twenty-three  days  before  full  term, 
and  in  the  other  case  forty  days  prematurely.  In  the  latter  case  the  child  died 
before  labor,  and  in  the  other,  soon  after.  Both  placenta?  were  syphilitic  The  time 
of  infection  was  positively  known  in  these  cases. — CentraUtliiU  fur  Qynakologit,  33, 
p.  587,  1890. 

Frozen  Sections  op  the  Female  at  the  Close  op  Pregnancy. — Branne 
and  Zweifel  in  sections  made  at  this  time,  found  that  the  uterine  muscle  was  of  even 
thickness  throughout,  without  any  sign  of  the  ring  of  contraction. — CkninMatt  fur 
Gundkoloyie,  83,  1890. 

The  Preparation  of  Catgut.— The  best  method  of  the  hardening  and  sterili- 
ziition  of  catgut  is  a  subject  which  has  engaged  the  close  attention  of  many  physi- 
cians. Doderlein,  of  Leipsic,  believes  he  found  it  in  a  modification  of  the  method 
used  by  Lister  in  1884.  He  writes:  ''After  numerous  extensive  experiments,! 
have  finally  decided  on  diluting  chromic  acid,  one  part  in  ten  thousand,  and  allow- 
ing the  catgut  to  remain  ten  minutes  in  this  solution.  I  then  dry  the  gut  carefully 
and  sterilize  it  for  two  hours  at  130°  CJ'^CerUralblaU  fur  Qynakologie^  30,  1890. 

The  Results  of  Aseptic  Laparotomies.— In  the  latter  part  of  1889,  H. 
Fritsch  invented  an  apparatus  for  the  preparation  of  aterilized  water.  He  writes: 
**  As  we  we  gradually  increase  our  knowledge  of  the  inherent  germicidal  powers  of 
healthy  living  tissue,  we  observe  that  one  function  of  the  human  organization  is  to 
protect  itself  from  bacteria  and  to  destroy  them.  We  must  endeavor  to  strengthen 
the  tissue  rather  than  to  depress  their  vitality  by  cauterizing  or  irritating  solutioDS. 
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There  are  no  antiseptics  which  do  not  injure  the  fiinctions  of  some  cell?.  Take 
ciliated  epithelium  for  example;  the  addition  of  anythinfi^,  even  pure  water,  will 
injure  its  vitality.  Only  in  a  physiological  solution  of  salt  water  is  the  physiological 
function  retained.  From  a  practical  and  technical  standpoint  I  desire  to  emphasize 
that  any  injury  to  the  physiological  function  of  the  peritonaeum  is  a  source  of  serious 
injury. 

*'  As  the  result  of  long  experience  and  study,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  peritonseum  must  remain  free  from  all  chemicals,  and  can  recommend  the  use  of 
a  sterilized  solution  of  0.6  per  cent  salt  and  water.'' 

He  reports  fifty-two  consecutive  laparotomies  with  two  deaths,  one  from  hyper- 
emewis  and  the  other  from  ileus.  His  method  is  the  following :  Thorough  cleans- 
ing of  the  skin  of  the  patient  and  hands  of  the  operator.  Steam  sterilization  of  the 
clothes,  sponges  and  instrument<<.  Sterilized  water  alone  is  used  for  washing  the 
hands  of  the  operator,  sponges,  instruments  and  for  cleansing  the  wound  and  abdo- 
men. No  thermical  disinfectant  touches  the  wound  at  any  time. — H.  Fritsch, 
CentrMlaUfur  OynakologU,  29,  1890. 

Contribution  to  the  Diagnosis  op  Salpinoo-Ovaritis.— Prof.  Lebedeff,  of 
St.  Petersburg,  has  observed  in  several  ca-ses  that  the  dimensions  of  the  tumor  vary 
very  much  at  the  menstrual  periods.  At  the  beginning  of  the  period,  the  salpingo- 
ovarian  tumor  increases  in  size  and,  after  that  period,  the  tumor  is  much  smaller 
or  may  have  entirely  disappeared.  Oftentimes,  one  side  is  swollen  and  the  other 
side  in  a  collapsed  condition  at  the  time  of  menstruation,  and  at  the  next  monthly 
these  conditions  are  reversed.  The  change  of  size  is  most  marked  with  small  tu- 
mors and  is  due  to  the  increased  afflux  of  blood  and  collection  of  it  in  the  tube 
(Schroeder) ;  also  to  the  ripening  of  a  Graafian  follicle.  This  sign  allows  the  diag- 
nosis of  unilateral  disease  to  be  made  if,  after  repeated  examinations  jii.st  before 
menstrnal  periods,  the  same  side  is  alwavs  found  to  be  swollen. — Dr.  S.  Michnow, 
CeiUralblati  fiir  Qynakologie,  No.  32,  p.  663,  1890. 

Action  of  Phosphorus  on  the  Uterus. — In  the  examination  of  the  uterus  of 
a  woman  who  died  from  phosphorus- |)oisoning,  Overlach  found  cells  in  the  altered 
mncous  membrane  which  showed  all  the  characteristics  of  decidual  cells  Preg- 
nancv  could  be  excluded  with  certainty. — Zeittehriftfur  OelmrUhulfe  und  Gynako- 
%/e,'Bd.xix.,  H.2,  1890. 

The  above  is  quoted  from  an  article  by  Overlach,  entitled  **  Die  Pseudomenstru- 
irende  Mucosa  Uteri  nach  Acuter  Phosphorvergiflung,''  Arehiv  fur  Mikroeky  Anato- 
mie,  p.  191,  Bd.  2-5,  1885.— G.  R.  S.] 

The  Origin  op  Epithelial  Ovarian  Tumors.— Epithelial  ovarian  tumors, 
especially  the  cystoma^,  are  known  to  be  of  epithelial  origin,  and  the  opinion  that 
colloid  tumors  originate  from  the  connective-tiasue  cells  of  the  ovarian  stroma,  has 
been  completely  abandoned.  Whether  the  epithelial  ovarian  tumors  arise  from  the 
germinal  epithelium  or  follicle  epithelium,  has  been  a  debated  question.  P.  Stefiert 
has  made  a  careful  study  of  it,  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  grow  from 
proliferation  of  the  follicle  epithelium.  He  has  been  able  to  procure  microscopic 
sections  of  the  process  which  appear  to  demonstrate  his  theory  of  follicular  origin. 
He  writes:  "The  changes  which  occur  in  a  follicle  undergoing  proliferation. ap- 
pear to  me  as  follows :  The  cells  in  the  metnbrana-granulosa  grow  vigorously  and  the 
follicle  loses  its  normal  contour.  With  this  process,  the  epithelium  along  the  wall 
of  the  follicle  becomes  markedly  cylindrical  and  with  this  the  change  in  the  fol- 
licle is  more  pronounced,  irregular,  and  finally  prolongations  or  outgrowths  of  the 
follicle  epithelium  in  the  neighboring  tisstie  are  observed.  The  ovum  gradually 
disappears.  The  larger  the  cyst,  the  more  exuberant  is  the  growth  of  the  epithe- 
lium and  in  the  epithelial-prolongation  the  cylinder  epithelium  is  especially  pro- 
nounced. It  appears  that  the  power  of  proliferation  must  be  ascribed  to  the  cylin- 
der-epithelium, cells  of  which,  like  those  of  the  membrana-granulosa,  are  found 
later  only  in  the  lumen  of  the  newly-formed,  gland-like  cavity.'' 

He  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  epithelial  tub^  or  balls,  found  in  cysts,  are  neither 
primary  or  secondary  formations  from  the  germinal  epithelium,  but  are  the  result 
of  the  closure  of  what  might  be  termed  the  neck  of  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
epithelial  prolongations  belonging  to  an  adjoining  cyst.  The  further  destination 
of  these  epithelial  balls  or  cylinders  is,  that  cysts  develop  from  them  or,  if  they 

Proliferate  and  remain  solid,  they  assume  a  malignant  character.  **  Zur  Entstehung 
er  Epithelial  Eierstockgeschwulste." — Dr.  P.  Steffeck,  Zeitschrlft  far  OebarUkiilfe 
und  Oynakohgie,  Bd.  xix.,  H.  2,  1890. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND   LARYNGOLOGY. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

CHAS.  M.  THOMAS.  M.D. 


Hearing  Without  Ears.— Dr.  Richard  Evald,  who  is  known  as  a  most  care- 
ful and  skilful  experimenter  upon  the  brain,  makes  a  most  remarkable  commnni- 
catioR  in  the  Berliner  Klinische  Woehefuehrift,  describing  experiments  which  he  bad 
recently  performed  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  total  destruction  of  all  the  external 
and  internal  parts  of  the  organ  of  hearing,  except  the  internal  anditory  nerve  and 
parts  more  central.  By  a  most  elaborate  and  painstaking  operation,  reauiring  for 
each  side  operated  npon  from  four  to  six  hours  more  of  time,  Ewald  removed 
from  pigeons  all  of  the  hard  and  soft  parts  connected  with  the  external  ear,  the 
middle  ear  and  the  labyrinth,  and  left  nothing  but  the  stump  of  the  internal  audi- 
tory nerve.  The  most  remarkable  result  of  this  operation  was  the  discovery  of  the 
fact  that  within  a  few  hours  these  animals  gave  distinct  manifestations  of  being 
capable  of  hearing.  Every  precaution  required  by  scientific  accuracy  seems  to  have 
been  observed  in  these  experimental,  and  the  conclusion  of  Ewald — remarkable  as 
it  is — seems  to  have  been  established,  namely,  that  pigeons  can  hear  without  any 
ears.  After  these  operations,  however,  he  found  that  he  oould  produce  d^enera- 
tion  bv  cauterizing  the  root  of  the  internal  auditory  nerves  with  a  little  croton  oil 
or  with  some  arsenic  paste,  and  that  in  thene  cases  the  pigeons  became  totally  deaf. 
— Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  September  13,  1890. 

The  Recognition  op  Eye-strain  by  the  General  Practitioner. — Edward 
Jacknon,  M.D.,  in  a  society  paper,  states  that  the  attempt  to  give  relief  from  the 
symptoms  of  eye-strain  by  a  careful  trial,  seriatim,  of  one's  favorite  sedative,  tonic 
and  alterative  prescriptions,  followed  by  experimentation  with  the  formulae  of  great 
professors  found  floating  on  the  surface  of  medical  journals,  does  not  usually  bring 
much  comfort  to  the  patient  or  credit  to  the  doctor.  And  that  it  is  so  frequently 
'{lersisted  in  until  the  patient  deserts  his  so-called  medical  adviser,  and  of  his  own 
notion  takes  his  chances  with  the  charlatan,  seems  to  argue  an  inability  to  recog- 
nize the  connection  of  this  group  of  symptoms  with  their  canse. 

From  time  to  time  efforts  have  been  made  by  ophthalmologists  to  secure  a  more 
general  recognition  of  eye-strain  on  the  part  of  the  mass  of  the  profession  ;  but 
usually  these  efforts  consisted  in  a  recommendation  of  some  special  instrument  or 
procedure  of  diagnosis,  as  the  refraction  ophthalmoscope  or  the  shadow-test,  or  a 
set  of  trial  lenses,  reduced  in  size  and  price  to  the  supposed  needs  of  the  mass  of 
the  profession.  If  it  were  really  necessary  to  apply  such  means  of  diagnosis  in 
order  to  recognize  the  presence  of  eye- strain,  there  would  be  little  prospect  of  its 
early  general  recognition.  But  it  is  frequently  recognized  by  the  patient  himself, 
and  the  ophthalmic  surgeon  finds  in  the  general  rational  symptoms  quite  sufficient 
grounds  for  a  provisional  diagnosis ;  and  if  the  mind  is  clear  from  preconceived 
hypotheses  as  to  the  cause  of  the  symptoms  tending  to  divert  attention  from  their 
real  origin,  there  is  no  reason  why  any  one  respectably  qualified  for  general  prac- 
tice of  medicine  should  not  be  able  to  make  a  provisional  diagnosis  with  sufficient 
certainty  to  serve  for  the  basis  for  further  investigation  and  treatment,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  without  resort  to  any  special  method  of  examination  whatever. 
Of  course,  the  ophthalmoscopic  evidence  of  ametropia,  when  it  can  be  obtained,  is 
very  valuable  as  confirming  such  a  diagnosis  ;  and  I  do  not  underestimate  the  value 
of  the  ophthalmoscope  to  the  general  practitioner,  for  I  cannot  regard  any  one 
who  is  unable  to  use  the  ophthalmoscope  as  properly  qualified  for  general  practice. 
But  I  do  say  that  inability  to  measure  refraction  with  the  ophthalmoscope  is  no 
reason  for  failing  to  recognize  eye-strain. 

The  patient  suffering  from  eye-strain  comes  with  a  certain  history  and  certain 
complaints  which,  carefully  considered  by  the  light  of  a  moderate  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  clearly  indicate  the  cause  of  the  trouble  in  the  great  majority  of  cases. 
The  symptoms  in  question  may  be  considered  separately. — The  T^mes  and  Beyisler, 

Impairment  of  Vision,  Either  Quite  Temporary,  More  Prolonged  or 
Quite  Permanent.— A  very  characteristic  form  of  temporary  impairment  of 
vision  is  that  due  to  sudden  relaxation  of  the  accommodation.  This  occurs  when 
the  ciliary  muscle  has  long  been  overtaxed,  and  especially  in  the  latter  hours  of 
the  day,  when  it  is  nearly  tired  out.    The  patient  notices  that  the  print  or  other 
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near  object  on  which  the  attention  is  fixed  suddenly  becomes  entirely  blurred,  com* 
peliing  the  cessation  of  the  eye- work.  After  a  moment,  however,  the  power  of 
again  fociiflinfif  the  object  returns  and  work  can  be  resumed.  The  patient  is  apt  to 
close  his  eyes  for  an  instant,  and,  perhaps,  rab  them,  and  on  again  opening  them 
finds  the  sight  restored.  If  the  eye-work  b  continued  the  failure  of  accommoda- 
tion recurs,  to  !^:ain  rapidly  pass  away ;  and  keeping  on  with  the  eye-work,  these 
periods  of  inability  to  see  become  more  and  more  frequent,  until,  finally,  they 
greatly  interfere  with  the  continuance  of  the  work  or  quite  prevent  it.  This  form 
of  impairment  affects  only  the  vision  for  near  work. 

Another  temporary  impairment  is  ihat  due  to  spanm  of  the  accommodation;  it 
affects  distant  vision  only,  and  is  noticed  chiefly  by  those  whose  distant  vmon  is 
otherwise  pretty  good.  It  comes  on  after  prolonged  straining  of  the  eye,  usually 
for  near  visionj  and  lasts  until  the  eye  has  gotten  well  resti^.  It  is  a  valuable 
d|inger-signal,  and  should  secure  cessation  from  the  work  causing  it  until  it  has 
given  place  to  normal  relaxation.  Permanent  impairment  of  vision  is  brought 
about  when  eye-strain  causes  myopia  or  decided  permanent  damage  of  the  choroid 
and  retina.— ir^  Times  and  Register,  Aug,  23,  1890. 

Headache  and  Achh^o  op  the  Eyes.— Eye-strain  should  be  the  first  thought 
suggested  by  any  complaint  of  headache,  for  in  our  day  and  civilization  it  is  by  far 
the  most  common  cause  of  that  symptom.  It  enters  as  a  factor  into  the  causation 
of  nearly  all  headaches  not  due  to  pyrexia,  toxemia  or  diseases  of  the  brain  or  its 
membranes.  The  simple  existence  of  headache,  therefore,  should  suggest  eye- 
strain ;  but  frequently  a  careful  inquiry  as  to  the  manner  and  time  of  occurrence 
of  the  attack  and  the  location  of  the  severest  pain  will  be  almost  conclusive  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  trouble. 

Often  it  conies  on  whenever  the  eyes  are  nsed,  and  is  absent  when  the  eyes  have 
had  a  proper  season  of  rest.  The  occasions  of  most  severe  requirement  in  the  di- 
rection of  eye-work  are  the  doing  of  anything  requiring  accurate  near  vision,  taxing 
both  the  accommodation  and  the  convergence;  or  travelling,  shopping,  attendance 
at  public  gatherings,  which  entail  more  use  of  the  eyes  than  the  patient  is  at  the 
time  conscious  of,  and  often  under  unfavorable  conditions. 

In  hyperopia  in  young  people,  the  accommodation  is  in  excessive  use  so  long  as 
the  eyes  are  open  and  the  attention  fixed  on  any  visible  object;  and  hyperopia  is 
the  most  common  cause  of  constant  headache.  The  writer  was  formerly  subject  to 
a  constant  headache  whenever  confined  to  the  house,  and  regarded  it  as  caused  by 
breathing  vitiated  air,  until  it  was  quite  cured  by  the  correction  of  his  hyperopic 
astigmatism.  Many  persons  have  the  same  idea  as  to  the  causation  of  the  head- 
aches they  always  experience  when  attending  the  theatre  or  other  place  of  public 
amusement,  and  which  are  really  due  to  eye-strain.  Others  ascribe  these  headaches, 
and  those  experienced  in  travelling  and  shopping,  to  exhaustion.  This  is  nearer 
the  truth,  only  they  commonly  have  in  mind  a  condition  of  general  exhaustion, 
whereas  it  is  largely  one  of  local  exhaustion  of  the  special  nervous  apparatus  con- 
cerned in  the  act  of  seeing. 

Congestion,  irritability,  or  inflammation  of  the  eyes  and  their  appendages,  should 
always  suggest  the  suspicion  of  eye-strain.  A  single  attack  or  manifestation  of  thi(« 
kind  has  no  special  significance,  but  repeated  attacks  of  inflammation,  or  prolonged 
congestion,  or  irritability,  are  exceedingly  suggestive  of  a  continuing  cause;  and 
the  most  common  of  these  is  the  one  now  under  discussion.  No  case  of  chronic  in- 
flammation of  the  margins  of  the  Tuls,  or  of  recurring  conjunctivitis,  or  repeated 
styes,  has  justice  done  to  it  until  it  has  been  carefully  investigated  for  eye-strain. 
Persons  at  the  period  when  they  begin  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  loss  of  accommoda- 
tion in  presbyopia  or  absolute  hyperopia,  suffer  from  repeated  attacks  of  conjuncti- 
vitis, which  they  commonly  ascribe  to  ''taking  cold  in  the  eye,"  but  whicfi  are  cut 
short  by  use  of  the  appropria,te  lensei*,  and  which,  if  unchecked,  would  tend  to  estab- 
lish a  chronic  catarrhal  condition,  which  is  a  chief  discomfort  in  the  lives  of  many 
people. 

I  should  like,  also,  to  call  attention  to  car-sickness  in  connection  with  eye-strain. 
I  have  had  eight  or  nine  cases  of  this  kind,  all  of  which  were  relieved  by  glasses. 
One  case  was  that  of  a  gentleman  who  every  journey  had  car-sickness.  While  he 
had  the  mydriatic  in  his  eyes  he  went  to  Washington,  and  suffered  no  inconvenience 
whatever.  Subsequentlv,  after  he  had  glasses,  he  made  a  trip  to  St.  Paul  without 
any  of  the  former  troable.  Recently  I  have  had  two  cases — one  that  of  a  girl  who 
oould  not  ride  a  short  distance  in  the  street  cars  without  vomiting.    I  found  a  de- 
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cided  degree  of  Iivperopic  a^tigipatism.    With  the  mydriatic  in  her  eyes  she  rode 
home  without  her  usual  trouble. 

A  strange  thing  with  reference  to  eye-strain  is,  that  it  often  exiKts  to  an  excep- 
tional degree  without  showing  any  symptoms  in  the  eye.  The  patient  will  often 
say  that  the  eyes  are  perfectly  goo<i  and  have  never  cause<l  any  irritation.  The  re- 
flexes seem  to  have  settled  in  some  other  plaoe.  This  is  an  interesting  pathological 
and  physiological  question. — 2'he  Times  and  Register^  August  23,  1890. 

A  Case  of  Hysterical  Mutism  Cured  by  Suggestion  During  Hypnotic 
Sleep. — M  Charazac  relates  the  case  of  a  young  girl  of  eighteen  who  became  dumb 
after  severe  pain  experienced  during  a  sudden  movement  fifteen  days  after  the  swal- 
lowing of  a  needle.  The  mutism^  as  frequently  happens,  was  produced  in  her  case 
in  virtue  of  the  accident  as  the  chief  hysterical  symptom.  The  patient  was  per- 
suaded that  the  mutism  was  caused  by  the  swallowed  needle,  lodged,  according  to 
her,  on  a  level  with  the  left  hypochondrium.  where  she  felt  a  severe  pain.  Sugges- 
tion during  hypnotic  sleep  restored  speech  during  two  days,  but  the  needle  and  the 
pain,  according  to  the  patient,  were  npt  remtived.  A  second  time,  the  patient  being 
put  to  sleep,  the  writer  gave  a  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia  at  the  painful  spot ; 
the  pain  disappeared  not  to  return,  and,  from  that  time  the  patient  has  not  sufl^red 
a  rela^ise. 

The  Influknce  of  Sex  in  the  Localization  op  .\ural  Diseases. —Loesene- 
berg,  of  Munich,  remarks  that  most  specialists  consider  deafness  of  the  left  ear  the 
most  frequent,  while  he  has  found  that  the  right  ear  is  more  frequently  affected 
among  women.  When  both  ears  are  afifticted,  which  is  rarely  the  case  among 
women,  ho  found  the  left  ear  to  be  more  deaf  than  the  right  one.  These  relations 
were  studied  out  by  him  in  about  3000  cases,  1790  of  which  were  males  and  1210 
females  (the  children  were  included  according  to  sex).  Bilateral  deafness  was 
found  in  1074  males  and  in  737  females;  among  this  number  the  right  ear  w^s 
more  deaf  in  424  males  and  340  females;  the  left  year  was  the  worst  in  fi47  males 
and  397  females.  Deafness  was  equal  in  2^8  males  and  162  women.  When  only 
one  ear  suffers  right-ear  deafness  prevails  in  women  and  left-ear  deafness  in  males. 
^BaU.  Med.,  62. 1890. 

Black  Eye. — There  is  nothing  to  compare  with  the  tincture  or  a  strong  infusion 
of  capsicum  annum  mixed  with  an  equal  bulk  of  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  and  with 
the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  glycerine.  This  should  be  painted  all  over  the 
bruised  surface  with  a  c.imel's-hair  pencil,  and  allowed  to  dry  on,  a  second  or  third 
coating  being  applied  as  soon  as  the  first  is  dry.  If  done  as  soon  as  the  injury  is 
inflicted  the  treatment  will  invariably  prevent  the  blackening  of  the  bnii«ed  tis-^ue. 
The  same  remedy  has  no  equal  in  rheumatic  sore  or  stiflf  neck. — New  York  Med, 
Times 
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Peroxide  of  Htdbogex.  -  K.  T.  Morris  contributes  a  short  article  in  support 
of  this  excellent  anti-suppurative  agent,  the  properties  of  which  do  not  seem  to  be 
generally  appreciated.  He  calls  it  **the  necessary  peroxide  of  hydrogen;"  for, 
while  bichloride  of  mercury,  hydronaphthol,  carbolic  acid  and  other  antiseptics 
will  prevent  suppuration,  there  is  but  one  agent  that  will  stop  it  abniptly  and  steri- 
lize a  suppurating  wound,  the  strong  (Marchand's  fifteen-volume  solution)  hydrogen 
peroxide  (HjO,).  In  brain  abscesses,  if  injected  superficially,  it  will  clean  out  the 
tortuous  channels  and  throw  the  pus  out  in  a  foaming  mixture,  chemically  cleaning 
the  cavity  as  regards  microbes.  It  kills  even  anthrax  spores  in  a  few  minutes.  In 
appendicitis  the  abscess  can  be  so  sterilized  as  to  remove  all  fear  of  infecting  the 
^)eritoneal  cavity.  Psoas  abscess,  suppurative  mastitis,  purulent  conjunctivitis,  and 
fetid  (izseua  are  likewise  successfully  treated.  In  the  eye.  nose  and  urethra  some 
smarting  is  caused,  which  may  call  for  the  use  of  an  anaesthetic;  elsewhere  it  is  as 
bland  as  water.  Diphtheritic  membranes  will  come  awav  easily  after  its  applica- 
tion.   The  solution  should  be  kept  tightly  corked,  when  it  will  not  decompose  for 
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several  monthB.  Contact  with  metals  causes  its  too  rapid  decomposition.  Hydro- 
gen peroxide  shoald  be  utted  with  caution  about  the  hair,  as  it  is  used  in  the  so-called 
golden  hair  bleachers.— jfVmcs  and  Begitter^  September  20, 1890. 

IjRETERg-LiTHOTOMY. — Cabot  reports  an  interesting  case  of  a  man,  40  years  of 
age,  who,  for  a  period  of  three  months,  had  suffered  more  or  less  constantly  from 
attacks  of  colic  which  were  referred  to  the  left  side,  in  the  front  of  the  abdomen,  at 
a  point  just  above  the  middle  of  Poupart's  ligament  This  pain  did  not  extend 
down  the  thighs  nor  into  the  scrotum,  althongh  retraction  of  the  testicle  was  noticed 
in  some  of  the  paroxysms.  Some  six  years  previous  to  these  attacks  he  had  suffered 
from  what  was  supposed  to  be  some  appendical  trouble.  The  Inst  and  most  severe 
attack  was  on  April  16th,  when  he  was  suddenly  taken  with  a  sharp  pain  which, 
unlike  that  of  the  previous  attacks,  continued  persistently,  but  was  paroxysmally 
aggravated.  The  abdomen  was  soft  and  flaccid,  not  tender,  except  slightly  in  the 
left  hypogastrium,  at  the  point  where  the  pain  was  especially  felt.  Subsequently,  a 
very  sensitive  spot  was  found  in  the  back,  midway  between  the  iliac  crest  and  the 
lower  rib.  This  was  constant,  not  disappearing  during  the  intermission,  and  aggra- 
vatcKl  by  pressure.  Urine  analysis  showed  a  few  hvaline  and  granular  casts,  together 
with  considerable  pus.  Some  five  days  after  the  beginning  of  the  attack  his  tem- 
perature ran  up  to  101®  and  the  f)ulse  above  100.  The  next  day  the  pain  was  so 
intense  as  to  necessitate  almost  constant  inhalations  of  ether.  Vomiting  also  set  in 
and  the  pulse  was  weak  and  frequent.  Examination  proved  the  above-mentioned 
point  to  be  midway  between  the  crest  of  the  ileum  and  the  lower  rib,  and  gave 
also  a  sense  of  increased  resistance  which  was  thought  to  be  due  to  muscular  rigidity. 
A  diagnosis  of  impacted  calculus  was  made,  and,  aJfter  the  patient  was  fully  narco- 
tized, an  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  same  was  undertaken  in  the  following 
manner:  An  incision  was  made  along  the  outer  edge  of  the  quadratus  lumborum 
muscle,  from  the  lower  border  of  the  twelfth  rib  to  the  crest  of  the  ilium.  The 
space  between  the  rib  and  the  pelvis  was  very  narrow,  even  aAer  the  trunk  was 
bent  strongly  over  pillows.  The  kidnev  was  found  to  lie  very  high  under  the  ribs, 
BO  that  only  its  extreme  lower  end  could  be  seen.  Examination  of  this  proved  nega- 
tive, after  which  the  ureter  was  traced,  and  in  it  was  felt  a  small  hard  mass  about 
two  inches  l>elow  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound.  The  ureter  was  drawn  forward  . 
into  view  by  means  of  a  blunt  hook,  opened  and  explored  with  a  fine  needle,  which 
showed  the  hard  body  to  be  a  small  calculus.  It  was  readily  removed  by  a  small 
longitudinal  incision.  After  exploring  the  ureter  with  a  fine  probe,  a  drainage- 
tube  was  placed  in  contact  with  the  opening,  and  another  was  carried  up  behind  toe 
loose  tissue  around  the  kidney.  The  angles  of  the  wound  were  sutured.  The  pains 
disappeared  and  gave  way  to  soreness.  The  after-course  was  uncomplicated.  The 
urine  for  a  few  dayn  contained  some  little  blood,  after  which  recovery  was  unevent- 
ful.— Boston  Mediicd  and  Surgical  Journal,  September  11,  1890. 

Ik  JURY  Fbom  the  Use  of  Esmabch's  Bandage. — Stimsen  presented  a  case  to 
the  New  York  Surgical  Society  on  which  he  had  used  the  above  bandage  while 
performing  excision  of  the  wrist.  The  tourniquet  was  applied  about  the  middle  of 
the  arm.  The  wound  healed  kindly,  but  the  patient,  now  some  two  months  after 
the  operation,  is  unable  to  move  any  of  the  muscles  of  the  forearm  or  hand.  The 
galvanic  current  showed  some  reaction.  Starr,  who  had  examined  the  case,  thought 
the  condition  was  probably  due  to  either  contusion  of  the  nerves  of  the  arm  or  else 
to  the  temporary  ischsemia  of  the  muscles  caused  by  the  band.  Innervation  through 
the  three  nerve  trunks  was  completely  lost,  the  reaction  of  degeneration  was  very 
marked,  and  seemed  especial Iv  so  in  the  tnterossei  muscles.  Starr  believed  the 
pr()gnoei8  to  be  good. — New  York  Medical  Journal,  September  20,  1890. 

Appendicitis. — Hartley  in  an  interesting  article  on  the  above  subject,  empha- 
sizes the  importance  of  a' proper  appreciation  of  the  condition,  in  order  that  the 
proper  treatment  may  be  instituted.  Of  15  cases  that  were  under  the  author's 
observation,  12  were  males  and  3  females.  The  youngest  patient  was  10  years 
of  age,  the  oldest  30  years  of  age.  The  duration  of  the  disease  from  the  first 
attack  was  in  1  case,  2  days ;  in  2  cases,  9  days ;  in  1  case,  3  days ;  in  1  case,  12 
days ;  in  2  cases,  4  days ;  in  1  ca.se,  14  days ;  in  2  cases,  6  days  ;  in'  1  case,  17  days ; 
in  1  case,  8  days;  in  2  cases, 5  months;  in  1  case,  6  years.  Twelve  cases  were 
operated  upon  in  their  first  attack,  one  case  was  operated  upon  on  the  third  day 
of  the  second  attack,  one  case  was  operated  on  the  second  day  of  the  third  attack. 
Another  was  operated  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  third  attack. 
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The  location  of  the  appendix  in  reference  to  the  ooecum,  was  behind  the  capnt 
ooli  in  eight  cas^.  In  the  others  it  varied,  being  foand  below  the  capat  coli, 
attached  to  the  abdominal  wall,  in  front  of  the  coecum,  over  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
and  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  ccBcum.  The  relation  of  the  appendix  is  of  im- 
portance, both  in  the  diagnosis  and  in  the  method  of  operation.  The  point  repre- 
senting the  junction  of  the  ccecnm  and  the  vermiform  appendix  lies  opposite  a 
point  marked  by  the  middle  and  lower  thirds  of  a  line  passing  from  the  ambilicos 
to  the  middle  of  Poupart's  ligament.  Of  the  15  cases,  4  were  of  the  catarrhal 
variety,  4  of  the  suppurative,  and  5  of  the  gangrenous  variety.  In  two  cases  no 
distinct  appendix  could  be  recognized. 

Of  the  catarrhal  variety  operated  on  in  none  were  there  adhesions  present.  In 
two  cases  there  was  stenosis  more  or  less  marked  at  the  coecal  end.  In  two  cases  the 
temperature  was  normal  at  the  time  of  operation.  In  one  case  with  purnlent  foci 
the  temperature  was  102^  F.  In  two  or  these  cases  the  pain,  which  was  at  first 
general,  was  localized  on  the  second  day  to  the  right  iliac  fossa.  One  case  of 
chronic  catarrhal  appendicitis  operated  on  the  second  day  of  the  third  attack, 
showed  a  chronic  catarrhal  condition  with  greatly  hypertrophied  walU,  stenosis  at  the 
ooecal  end  and  chronic  plastic  peritonitis.  The  temperature  during  this  attack  was 
102*. 

Of  the  suppurative  variety  stenosis  was  found  in  one  case.  In  all  the  peritonitis 
was  fibrinous,  purulent,  or  purulent  and  circumscribed.  The  temperature  ranged 
from  100.4°  to  103.4°.  They  were  all  characterized  by  general  abdominal  pain, 
which  was  localized  in  the  right  iliac  fossa.  In  none  was  there  marked  tympanitis, 
or  prostration. 

In  the  gangrenous  variety,  there  were  two  cases  in  which  no  distinct  appendix 
could  be  found  ;  in  two  cases,  stenosis  was  present,  in  one  a  calculus,  and  in  two 
others,  perforation  existed.  The  peritonitis  in  all  of  these  cases  was  of  a  fibrino- 
purulent  variety,  or  a  foul-smelling  fibrinous  exudation  was  present  upon  the  in- 
testines. The  temperature  was  much  the  same  as  in  the  suppurative  variety. 
Tympanites  was  present  in  three  cases,  and  wanting  or  slightly  marked  in  two 
cases.    Of  the  four  cases  in  which  prostration  wa«  noticed,  three  died. 

There  appear  to  be  no  particular  symptoms  on  which  one  can  state  definitely  either 
•  the  condition  of  the  appendix  or  the  probable  course  of  the  disease,  except  the 
presence  or  absence  of  its  complicating  peritonitis.  The  temperature  elevation  is 
of  no  value  in  these  cases  in  a  diagnostic  sense.  The  severer  cases  oflen  run  their 
course  with  very  little  rise  of  temperature.  The  author  believes  the  remittent  or 
intermittent  character  of  the  temperature  to  be  of  more  value.  The  thready,  rapid 
pulse,  cold  perHpiration,  the  cool  extremities,  with  moderate  cyanosis,  with  or  without 
a  contracted  abdomen,  and  distension  of  the  abdominal  cavity  are  symptoms  of  value, 
especially  if  the  pains  start  from  the  right  iliac  fossa.  These  symptoms  are  strongly 
suggestive  of  those  cases,  where  there  is  a  sudden  perforation  of  the  appendix,  either 
directly  where  there  are  no  adhesions  present,  or  from  the  small  abscess  cavity  in 
which  the  appendix  lies,  when  the  whole  peritoneal  cavity  is  at  once  involved. 
In  the  treatment  of  this  trouble  we  should  decide  upon  one  or  another  method, 
depending  upon  what  the  pathological  condition  is.  The  cases  are  divided :  1.  Into 
tho.se  in  which  in  the  first  attack  a  complicating  peritonitis  exists  at  the  time  we 
see  it.  2.  Catarrhal  appendicitis.  3.  Those  in  which  recurrent  attacks  of  catar- 
rhal appendicitis  have  occurred,  and  in  which  adhesions  have  bound  the  appendix 
to  the  coecum,  intestines  or  peritonaeum  over  the  iliac  fossa  or  not 

In  the  acute  and  per-acute  afifections,  peritonitis,  depending  upon  a  rupture  of 
the  appendix  or  abscess  cavity  about  it  and  in  those  in  which  we  find  the  symp- 
toms of  a  marked  intoxication,  whatever  is  to  be  done  must  be  done  at  once.  In  the 
class  of  cases  where  the  whole  peritonseum  seems  aifected,  the  author  believes  in 
early  operation  and  drainage  as  the  only  resource.  In  recurrent  cases  of  catarrhal 
appendicitis  the  writer  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  removal  of  the  appendix  is  the 
only  method  to  do  away  with  the  danger  of  subsequent  attacks.  In  acute  cases  of 
catarrhal  appendicitis  seen  in  their  first  attacks,  the  author  advocates  the  expectant 
plan  of  treatment,  as  by  far  the  greater  number  recover  from  their  first  attack  with  at 
least  an  apparent  resolution  ;  about  twenty-two  per  cent.  (Krafl).  Eleven  per  oent. 
(Letz)  of  these  cases  have  recurrence  sooner  or  later,  which  may  take  any  course 
ending  in  peritonitis — septic,  progressive,  and  circumscribed — in  phlebitis,  perfora- 
tion into  other  organs,  or  in  pysemia.  The  writer  concludes  by  reviewing,  in 
an  exhaustive  manner,  the  various  methods  of  operation  and  the  after-treatment — 
Medical  Record,  August  16, 1890. 
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Apis  Mellifica  in  Conobbtion  of  the  Brain  from  Exposttre  'to  thb 
Sun. — In  the  case  of  a  boy,  aspect  six,  who  had  cerebral  congestion  following  ex- 
posure to  the  Biin,  Dr.  Oscar  Hansen  prescribed  apis,  2  per  cent,  dilution,  success- 
fully, ailer  belladonna  had  failed.  Symptoms :  He  lay  "  in  bed  dull,  sending  out 
piercing  shrieks ;  squints,  bores  with  the  oead  in  the  cushions ;  pupils  dilated,  con- 
tracting only  a  little  aeaiuRt  the  light ;  pulse  72  per  minute;  no  sleep;  no  urina- 
tion."— Homceopathie  World,  August 

Crocus  Sativus  in  Phlyctenular  Kkratitis.— "  Very  painful  sensation  as 
if  the  eyes  were  turning  round  and  round  in  their  sockets.  Crocus  2x  every  hour 
until  better,  then  four  times  daily,  secured  marked  relief  from  photophobia,  lachry- 
mation  and  the  annoying  symptom  complained  of.  This  prescription  was  effectual 
in  turning  the  case  toward  recovery  after  one  month  of  careful  prescribing." — Dr. 
C.  E.  Walton,  PidU  Quarterly,  September. 

Cactus  Grandiflora  in  Cardiac  Neuraloia. — "  Mrs.  D.  had  been  troubled 
for  some  weeks  with  occasional  attacks  of  intense  pain  in  the  heart,  accompanied 
by  a  feeling  of  oppression  and  fear  of  impending  dissolution.  The  pain  was  described 
upon  closer  questioning,  as  of  a  squeezinig  character.  Oaetus  2x  dilution,  on  disks, 
was> prescribed,  to  be  taken  at  the  time  of  attack.  Relief  in  every  instance  was  almost 
instantaneous,  and  attacks  became  gradually  less  frequent,  finally  disappearing 
entirely." — Dr.  Harvey  Dale,  N,  A,  Joumai  of  HomoBopatky^  August. 

Equisetum  Hyemale  in  Enuresis.—*'  Robbie  B.,  aged  six,  had  been  troubled 
with  nocturnal  enuresis  since  birth.  All  sorts  of  remedies  had  been  tried  with- 
out avail.  Equisetum  2z,  night  and  morning,  produced  immediate  improvement. 
Remedy  was  then  persisted  in  for  two  months  and  then  stopped.  There  has  been 
no  return  of  the  trouble  in  over  a  year." — Dr.  Harvey  Dale,  N,  A.  Joumai  of  Homo^ 
opoUhy,  August. 

Hahamelis  in  Menorrhagia. — "  Mrs.  M.  had  flowed  terribly  at  every  mens- 
trual period  for  years.  At  time  of  visit  she  had  been  flowing  profuselv  for  over 
twenty-four  hours,  and  was  exsanguine  and  exhausted.  Hamamdis  Ix  dilution,  ten 
drope  in  half  a  glass  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  hour,  relieved  immediately. 
Succeeding  menstruations  have  been  normal,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  when 
hamamelis  helped  at  once." — Dr.  Harvey  Dale^  N.  A,  Joumai  of  Homceopaiky, 
August. 

PoLYPORus  Officinalis  in  Portal  Congestion. — Aching  pains  in  region  of 
liver.  Mucous  stools,  or  at  times  mucous  blood  and  bile,  with  faintness  and 
distress  in  epigastrium  after  stool.  Tendency  to  yawn  and  stretch,  indisposed  to 
any  exertion. — PulU  Quarterly,  September. 

Chelidonium  in  Hepatic  Conqestion.— J.  H.  had  suffered  for  many  years 
with  attacks  of  congestion  of  the  liver,  accompanied  by  the  usual  symptoms,  in- 
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eluding  intense  and  steady  pain  running  back  under  the  right  shoulder  blade. 
Bryonia,  nux  vomicn,  Dodophyllum  and  other  remedies  given  by  a  homoeopath ist 
failed  to  relieve.  CheJidanium  2x  removed  the  pain  at  once,  and  soreness  very 
quickly.  Patient  has  ever  since  kept  a  vial  of  the  chelidonium  in  his  pocket,  and 
at  tlie  first  sign  of  the  approach  of  the  old  trouble  begins  taking  it,  with  nniform 
success  up  to  date. — Dr.  Harvey  Dale,  N,  A,  Journal c^  Homctopatky,  August. 

Treatment  op  Biliary  Calculi  and  Its  Sequelje.— Dr.  P.  Joasset,  in  FArt 
3feJ/co/,  August,  1890,  treats  this  question,  of  which  we  give  the  following  abstract: 
1.  Biliary  lithiasis. — Different  anthorities  recommend  calcarea  carb.,  hepar,  lache- 
sis,  silica,  sulphur,  and  especially  china.  In  the  treatment  diet  should  be  taken 
into  consideration,  as  bad  digestion  is  the  most  habitual  and  the  most  powerful 
cause  of  biliary  lithiasls.  Nux  vomica  and  graphites  will  correct  the  gastric  trou- 
bles. 

Dr.  Claude  has  published  in  the  Bulletin  de  la  SociiU  Homceopaihique  a  paper 
stating  that  the  continuous  administration  of  china  constitutes  a  thoroughly  effica- 
cious remedy  for  biliary  lithiasis.  China  in  healthy  man  produces  in  small  doses 
violent  pressing  and  shooting  pains  in  both  hypochondriac  regions  <  when  walking 
and  from  the  slightest  touch  and  from  forced  respiration.  Pains  at  the  epigastric 
region  excessively  violent  and  radiating  towards  the  heart;  nausea  and  vomiting; 
jaundice  and  dyspepsia.  Dr.  Jousset  has  been  less  successful  in  the  use  of  china, 
failing  in  some  cases. 

2.  Hepatic  colic — After  advocating  the  use  of  choral,  antipyrine,  and  especially 
of  hyiKxlermic  injections  of  morphine,  as  palliative  measures  during  the  attacks, 
because  such  analgesics  relieve  the  pains  in  a  few  minutes  and  check  the  spasm  of 
hepatic  ducts,  thus  facilitating  the  passage  of  the  calculi  towards  the  intestines ;  he 
gives  the  following  remedies  with  tneir  respective  indications : 

Belladonna:  Excessive  pain  forcing  patient  to  bend  double;  pain  associated  with 
considerable  distension  ^nd  vomiting.  Dose:  Sx  dil.  to  3  gtt.  in  200  grammes 
of  water;  spoonful  every  half  hour. 

Chamomilla:  Similar  to  belladonna;  considerable  anguish ;  restlessness  forcing 
the  patient  to  continually  change  position.  Dose :  tiame  as  under  preceding 
remedy. 

Digitalis:  Indicated  when  violent  pains  are  associated  with  a  feeling  as  if  life 
would  be  extinguished  immediately.     Dose:  Same  as  the  preceding  remedies. 

Arsenicum:  Hepatic  colic  with  syncope;  patient  unconscious;  face  deathly 
pale  and  covered  with  cold  sweats;  ineffectual  efforts  at  vomiting.  Hartmann 
with  a  single  dose  of  arsenicum  has  cured  these  symptoms.  Dr.  Jousset  states  that 
a  biliary  retention  in  a  child,  of  six  years'  standing,  has  been  cured  by  continuous 
administration  of  calomel  in  minute  doses. 

3.  Icterus.— A^ux  vom. :  Associated  with  constipation,  anorexia  and  indigestion. 
Cham.:  Same  symptoms, only  instead  of  constipation  there  is  diarrhoea.    Dose: 

6x  dil.  four  times  a  day. 

China:  Icterus  with  diarrhoea ;  hepatic  pain  <  from  pressnre ;  marked  aversion 
for  meals  ;  bitter  taste  and  pyrosis.    Dose :  6x  dil,  four  times  a  day. 

Larhesis  ;  vipera;  erotabis:  Icterus  with  constipation ;  sweet  or  acid  taste ;  great 
sensitiveness  at  the  epigastrium ;  burning  and  cutting  pains  in  hepatic  region.  Dose: 
3xtrit.  or6xdil. 

Digitalis:  Abundant  vomiting,  with  choleraic  diarrhoea.  Dose:  In  benign  cases, 
3xor6x  dil.,  but  during  choleraic  symptoms  2  gtt.  of  in  200  grammes  of  water;  a 
teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 

Chelidonium  mnjns  produces,  in  healthy  man  and  in  animals,  the  icterus  and 
other  hepatic  symptoms  though  not  well  determined.  This  drug  entered  in  the 
traditional  treatment  of  hepatic  diseases  since  the  doctrine  of  the  signatures. 

4.  Malignant  ictents : 

Aconitum:  Jaundice,  multiple  hsemorrhages,  prostration  ;  restlessness;  anguish  ; 
delirium  ;  intense  febrile  movements.     Dose :  ♦,  1-2  drops  in  24  hours. 

Phosphorus :  The  pathogenesis  of  phos.  is  so  similar  to  malignant  icterus  that  this 
disease  has  been  taken  for  phosphorus  poisoning.  Icterus;  vomiting;  fever;  deli- 
rium ;  followed  by  coma  and  death.  Hypertrophy  of  the  liver  followed  by  rapid 
atrophy  with  fatty  degeneration  of  hepatic  cells.     Dose :  3x  to  6x  dil. 

Lachesis :  Its  action  is  perfectly  homoeopathic  to  this  stage  of  the  disease. 

Arsenicum  and  mercuriiis  are  also  indicated. 
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Remedies  in  Mobtan*8  Disease.*— Br.  Samuel  Lilienthal,in  the  North  American 
Journal  of  Homctopathy,  for  August,  in  an  article  on  *'  Morvan's  Disease/'  suggests 
the  following  remedies: 

Thvja  oeeidentalia. — Erysipelatous  swelling  of  the  tins  of  the  finffers  and  of  the 
fingers ;  nails  are  crippM,  discolored,  crumbling ;  twitching  of  muscles  of  the  arms; 
coldness  and  sensation  of  deadness  of  the  fingers  and  of  the  tips  of  the  fingers: 
stinging  pains  in  the  arms  and  in  the  joints ;  emaciation  and  deadness  of  the  afiectea 
parts;  dirty  and  brownish  color  of  the  skin. 

^t'oa.— Scoliosis,  complementary  to  thuja.  Chronicity ;  emaciation  and  atrophy 
of  the  affected  parts;  paretic  states  ;  nails  rough  and  yellow;  pain  as  if  paniritium 
would  form  on  left  index ;  dryness  of  tips  of  finders';  ulcers  about  nails ;  felons, 
with  violent  shooting  pains  deep  in  th6  fingers,  with  great  restlessness  and  irrita- 
bility. 

Sodium  iulphate. — Correlated  to  thuja.  Later  stage,  When  paronychia  sets  in, 
painless  or  with  hardly  any  paiu  ;  twitchings  of  the  hands  ;  trembling  of  the  hands 
on  awaking  and  also  when  writing  ;  loss  of  strength  of  the  hand,  is  unable  to  hold 
anything  heavy ;  tingling,  ulcerative  pain  under  the  nail ;  internal  coldness,  with 
yawning  and  stretching. 

Afezereum. — Emaciation  of  single  parts  (selenium) ;  rachitis,  inflammation,  soft- 
ening and  caries  of  bones ;  ulcers  of  bones  with  morbid  interstitial  growth  of  soft 
parts ;  tearing  jerks  in  arms  and  fingers ;  painful,  darting  and  grumbling  in  the 
phalangeal  bones,  in  paroxysms;  sore  pain  under  the  nail  of  the  right  thumb,  espe- 
cially felt  when  pressing  upon  the  part;  great  sensitiveness  to  cold  air,  chilly  even 
in  a  warm  room ;  ulcers  about  the  joints  of  the  fingers,  very  often  painless  (borax, 
eepia). 

Seienium  ''has  emaciation  efface,  thighs,  hands,  and  may  be  therefore  of  service 
in  that  sclerodetvnitis  deformans  with  its  characteristic  mark  of  the  face,  so  graphic- 
ally compared  by  Gilbert  to  the  stony  mark  of  Niobe  " 

GrapAii^s.— Emaciation  of  the  hands,  distortion  of  the  fingers,  gouty  nodosities  on 
the  finger-joints ;  thick  and  crippled  nails ;  soreness  between  the  fingers;  sensation 
of  debility  without  pain,  and  liaoility  to  take  cold.    Cracks  and  fissures; 

Sepia. — Diseased  and  crippled  nails,  with  painless  ulcers  on  the  joints  and  tips 
of  the  fingers  and  paralytic  drawing  ana  tearing  in  the  arms  and  fingers.  Venosity 
and  stagnation ;  neurasthenia  and  paresis. 

Treatment  op  Abscess  op  the  Liver. — 1.  Laeheais. — Abscess  of  the  liver  is  one 
of  the  lesions  produced  by  snake- bites.  The  indications  are  jaundice,  pain  in  the 
hepatic  region,  fever  of  remittent  character  and  prostration.  Dose,  from  the  3d  to 
12th  dil.,  2  gtt.  in  200  grammes  of  water ;  a  spoonful  every  two  hours  in  acute  cases 
and  only  four  spoonfuls  per  diem  in  chronic  cases. 

Vipera  torva  is  preferred  to  lachesis  by  some.  It  can  be  given  in  the  Ist  or  2d 
trit.,  25  centigrammes  in  200  grammes  of  water,  in  the  same  way. 

2.  Mereurius, — Indicated  by  the  burning,  lancinating  or  contusive  pains  in  the 
hepatic  region,  by  the  hypertrophy  and  the  hardness  of  the  liver,  by  the  jaundice 
and  the  fever  with  abundant  sweats.     Dose,  same  as  the  above. 

3.  Arunicum, — Valuable  in  an  advanced  stage.  The  indications  are  prostration 
of  strength,  fever  of  a  remitting  character,  and  the  grave  state  which  accompanies 
internal  suppurations.    Dose»  from  6th  dil.  to  3d  trit.,  or,  still  better,  the  2d  trit. 

4.  Silicea. — Indicated  in  all  suppurative  processes,  particularly  when  there  is 
enlargement  and  hardness  of  the  liver,  pulsating  pain,  aggravated  by  touch  and 
motion.  Dese :  The  30th  dil.  seems  to  have  a  more  efficacious  action  than  the  lower 
dilutions.  However,  the  success  obtained  by  Jenichen*s  dilutions  proves  that  the 
lower  dilutions  are  also  very  efficacious;  "lower  dilutions,'*  because  those  pre- 
tended to  be  200  and  4000  of  Jenichen  are  probably  not  more  than  the  4th  dil. 
shaken  200  or  4000  times. 

Surgical  IS-eatment — As  soon  as  the  presence  of  pus  has  been  ascertained,  surgical 
Intervention  becomes  absolutely  necessary. — Dr.  Jousset  in  VArt  Medical,  Sep- 
tember, 1890. 

Treatment  op  Cirrhosis  op  the  Liver.— 1.  Phosphorus. — Wagner  has  dem- 
onstrated that  chronie  phosphorus  poisoning  produces  an  interstital  hepatitis  with 
hvpertrophy  first,  followed  by  an  atrophy  of  the  liver  and  a  granular  aspect.  Phos- 
phorus also  produces  iaundioe,  dropsy,'  and  gastric  troubles.  This  drug  is  clearly 
indicated  in  two  varieties  of  cirrhosis,  i.e^  atrc^hic  and  hypertrophic.    It  has  been 


734  7^  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [October, 

used  with  succefls  bj  Dr.  Salzer,  of  Calcutta.    Dose:  3d  and  6th  dil.,  three  times 
daily  for  twenty  days ;  rest  four  days  and  begin  again. 

2.  P/um6ttm.— Coulenot  has  observed  hypertrophy  and  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  with 
Jaundice  :  others,  a  painful  and  retracted  liver.  There  is  no  known  clinical  fact 
that  would  justify  the  use  of  plumbum  in  the  treatment  of  cirrhosis. 

3.  Lycopodium. — Dr.  Chi  Ids  reports  a  case  of  hepatic  trouble  with  ascites  having 
necessitated  puncture  sixteen  times  in  one  year  ([>robably  an  atrophic  cirrhosis), 
which,  under  lycop.  SOth,  was  finally  cured.  The  indications  for  lycopodium  are: 
Painful  liver  on  pressure,  shooting  pains;  enlarged  liver,  ascites,  with  oedema  of 
the  lower  extremities. 

4.  jPerrum.— Though  the  hepatic  symptoms  produced  by  this  drug  are  not  well 
defined,  Cruvellier  reports  a  case  of  hypeitrophy  of  the  liver  with  jaundice  cured 
by  this  drug. 

5.  Mereurius  has  produced  in  the  healthy  man :  Pains  and  weight  in  the  hepatic 
region,  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  icterus.  Dr.  Piedvache  uses  this  drug  in  the 
treatment  of  hypertrophic  cirrhosis. 

6.  ^urum.— Homoeopathic  literature  contains  a  certain  number  of  cures  of  hepatic 
troubles  with  ascites  by  this  drug.  Though  we  have  not  yet*  many  therapeutical 
means  for  the  treatment  of  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  nevertheless  we  must  remember 
that  this  disease  is  not  absolutely  incurable  as  it  is  often  thoueht.  A  milk  diet  is 
a  powerful  auxiliary  in  the  treatment. — Dr.  Jousaet  in  VArt  Midieal,  Sept,  1S90. 

Picric  Acid  in  Acne. — Miss  F.  had  had  a  severe  form  of  icne  for  many  Tean. 
I  treated  her  for  several  months  with  vsrious  remedies,  and  with  considerable  im- 
I>rovement  Her  face,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  was  nearly  smooth,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  her  chin  and  along  the  edges  of  the  sides  of  the  nose  on  either  side.  In 
these  places  there  remained  an  eruption  of  indurated  and  elevated  papules,  rather 
dark  red,  painless,  but  sore  to  touch,  and  upon  the  surface  of  which  tbere  developed 
very  small  pustules.  PicHc  acid  30x  completed  the  cure.— Dr.  E.  H.  Linnell, 
North  American  Journal  of  Homccopathy,  July. 

Mezereum  in  Scrofulous  Ulceb. — **Mr.  P.,  an  unusually  strong  and  vigorous 
man,  had,  when  a  child,  a  running  sore  on  his  face  just  in  front  of  his  left  ear, 
which  lasted  for  a  long  time,  several  years  if  I  remember  correctly,  in  spite  of  the 
efibrts  of  several  physiciani*,  and  was  finally  healed  by  some  old  woman's  poultice. 
About  a  year  ago,  he  consulted  me  saying  that  the  old  sore  had  broken  open  again, 
and  remembering  his  childhood's  experience  he  was  anxious  to  have  it  promptly 
cured.  On  examination  I  found  a  small  but  rather  deep  ulcer  in  front  of  tlie  tragus. 
It  was  somewhat  indurated  about  the  edges,  and  covered  with  a  thick  scab,  seem- 
ingly formed  of  several  layers  resting  one  above  the  other.  On  pressing  gently 
upon  the  scab,  thick  white  pus  oozed  from  under  the  edge.  Mezereum  30  cured 
him. — Dr.  E.  H.  Linnell,  North  American  Journal  of  HomoDopathy,  July. 

Arsenicum  in  Furuncles. — Dr.  Oscar  Hansen,  with  araenicum  6c,  cured  a  man 
who  had  been  troubled  for  two  years  with  recurring  crops  of  boils.  The  furuncles 
appeared  in  vartous  portions  of  the  body,  varying  in  size  from  a  wnlnut  to  a  hazel- 
nut, were  hard,  red,  movable  over  the  underlying  parts,  and  some  of  them  diachaiged 
a  little  thick,  yellow  pus. — HomoBopalhic  World,  July. 

The  Hydroa  op  Rhus  Toxicodendron  and  Natrum  Muriaticum  Differ- 
entiated.— *'  In  intermittent  fevers,  as  in  other  diseases,  there  sometimes  occurs  aa 
eruption  of  hydroa,  or  fever  blisters.  Two  very  prominent  remedies  have  this 
symptom,  viz. :  Khus  toxicodendron  and  natrum  muriaticum.  There  is  a  slight 
difference  in  the  appearance  of  these  hydroa,  which  I  consider  diagnostic  The 
rhus  blister  is  at  first  clearer,  with  a  tendency  to  yellow  or  amber  color,  while  the 
natrum  blister  is  whiter  or  more  of  a  pearly  color.  The  natrum  hydroa  are  more 
likely  to  be  single  and  those  of  rhus  iu  dusters."— Dr.  G.  M.  Pease,  Medical  Ad- 
vance, July. 

Kali  Bichromicum  in  Obbbitt. — Dr.  Drysdale,  in  the  Angaai  HomcBopaihic  Re- 
view, reports  that  an  extremely  corpulent  patient  of  his,  suffering  from  dyspepsia  and 
eczema,  decreased  in  fiesh  rapidly  while  taking  drop  doses  of  kali  bichromicum  1, 
night  and  morning.  Upon  stopping  the  medicine,  the  loss  of  weight  stopped.  A 
resumption  of  the  medicine  again  brought  about  a  reduction  in  flesTi.  The  patient 
recommended  the  remedy  to  an  obese  friend,  but  in  the  latter  individual  the  kali 
bichromicum  was  inoperative  in  securing  a  desirable  flesh-reduction.    Dr.  Drysdale 
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believes  that  the  obesity  was  reduced  in  the  first  instance  because  the  medicine  was 
prescribe  for  the  totality  of  the  symptoms,  and  failed  in  the  latter  because  only 
a  single  condition  was  taken  into  consideration. 

Aktimokium  Ceudum  in  Eczema — Case  1. — L.,  a  boy  of  16,  was  treated  by  Dr. 
Kunkel,  in  1885,  for  an  eruption  on  the  arms  and  face,  for  which  he  received  sul- 
phur and  graphite  without  any  benefit.  In  May,  1886,  he  was  again  brought  for 
treatment.  The  eruption  consisted  of  small  pointed  pustules,  mainly  on  the  fore- 
head, which  were  painful  to  touch ;  washing  the  face  with  cold-  water  and  wet 
weather  aggravated  this  sensitiveness.  Painful  rhagades  of  the  angles  of  the  mouth. 
81eepy  during  the  day ;  heavy  sleefj  mornings,  is  very  hard  to  awalcen.  Antim,  crud, 
10,  every  seventh  day,  a  powder,  in  November,  he  was  reported  to  have  been  well 
a  long  time. 

Case  2. — Frida  D  has  snfiTered  from  a  small  pustular  eczema  of  the  face  and 
various  portions  of  the  body,  bends  of  the  elbows,  etc.  Itching,  particularly  in  the 
morning,  and  when  the  air  is  warm.  Sleepy  about  noon.  Antim,  crud.  10,  six 
doses,  one  every  seventh  day.  A  year  later,  she  was  again  brought  for  treatment, 
the  eniption  having  remained  away  until  a  few  days  ago.  Now  it  exists  on  the 
upper  lip,  eyelids,  right  wrist  and  bend  of  the  elbows.  Sleepy  during  the  day,  but 
worse  evenings ;  occasionally  about  noon.  Tendency  to  constipation  and  to  cold 
feet.  Horripilation,  with  desire  for  fresh  air.  Antim.  crud.  10,  a  dose  every  seventh 
day.     At  first  the  eruption  became  worse,  and  then  gradually  improved. 

Case  3. — H.,  lemale,  aged  22,  presented  herself  for  treatment  in  March,  1888. 
Menses  always  scanty.  Tendency  to  congestions  of  the  brain.  Since  November, 
1887,  has  had  a  dry  eruption  on  the  cheeks,  consisting  of  yellow,  irregular  plaques 
of  various  sizes^  surrounded  by  dry,  harsh -skin.  Flashes  of  heat,  coming  several 
times  per  day,  and  followed  by  burning  pain  in  the  eruption.  Aggravation  in  a 
warm  room  and  from  excitement.  Similar  patches  of  eruption  on  the  dorsa  of  the 
hands.  Frequent  attacks  of  dyspnoea  and  vertigo,  particularly  when  the  air  is 
warm  and  moist.  Stool  often  tardy.  Marked  relief  from  moderate  exercise ;  sit- 
ting steadily  disagrees.  Dry  skin.  Headache  always  accompanies  the  heat  which 
rises  to  the  head.  Is  weak.  Under  sepia  and  natr.  mur.  some  improvement  oc- 
curred. In  May  she  again  noticed  an  aggravation  from  moist,  warm  air,  headache 
and  dyspnoea  being  produced.  Sleepy  during  the  day.  Symptoms  are  relieved 
by  lying  down.  Antim.  crud.  10,  a  dose  every  seventh  day.'  A  cure  was  rapidly 
produced. — Dr.  Kunkel,  Allg.  HomoBOp  Zeitung,  July  24, 1890. 

Phosphorus  in  Psoriasis.— Dr.  S.  H.  Haddock  reports  the  cure  of  a  severe 
case  of  psoriasis  with  phoapkorvs  200.  A  return  of  the  disorder,  six  months  kiter, 
quickly  yielded  to  the  same  medicine. — Medical  Advance^  August. 

Petroi£UH  and  Epithelioma.— The  Journal  det  Sciences  Mkdicales  de  Lilie 
(July  11th)  contains  a  memoir  of  Messrs.  Derville  and  Guermonprez,  professors 
at  the  Faculty  libre  of  Lille,  upon  the  papilloma  of  petroleum  refiners.  Below  we 
give  the  symptoms  produced  by  petroleum :  Warty  lesions  principally  upon  the 
fore-arm  and  the  dorsum  of  the  hands  and  fingers,  (regions  most  exposed  to  the 
contact  of  petroleum).  Papillomes  uiK)n  one  eyelid,  upon  the  nose,  scrotum  and 
legs;  probably  developed  by  the  contact  of  dirty  hands.  All  these  lesions  follow 
a  uniform  course ;  it  seems  they  begin  by  a  small  red  papule^  slightly  elevated, 
smooth  and  very  pruriginous  from  the  beginning.  Later  this  papilloma  becomes 
larffer  and  more  elevated  and  soon  at  its  centre  is  found  a  email  homy  elevationf  hard, 
and  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  pin. 

If  this  is  not  now  cauterized  by  an  energetic  caustic,  the  central  horny  spot  will 
gradually  extend  with  the  enlargement  of  the  warty  growth.  When  the  size  of  a 
pea,  the  surface  of  the  wart  presents  two  distinct  parts,  one  central,  black,  irregular, 
furrowed  by  superficial  cracKs  of  distinctlv  warty  appearance,  and  the  other  peri- 
pheralf  forming  round  the  first  a  sort  of  raised  areola,  a  bright  red,  striped,  smooth, 
of  an  inflammatory  aspect  and  whence  the  disease  spread ;  all  these  lesions  are 
exeeuively  pruriginout,  greatly  interfering  with  the  sleep  of  tiie  patients. 

In  another  patient  there  has  also  been  observed  a  horny  production,  exaggerated 
at  the  level  of  the  sortie  of  hairs.  Those  punctiform  elevations,  blackish,  hard, 
were  found  upon  the  dorsum  of  the  hand  mostly  of  the  first  phalanx  of  the  finffers» 
simulating  exactly  the  characteristic  homy  cones  o{  pityriasis  rubra  filaris.  None 
of  these  growths  were  upon  any  portion  of  the  body.  The  skin  of  forearms  be- 
comes dry  and  somewhat  rough  to  touch :  it  is  gray,  black,  hyperpigmentated. 
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One  of  the  patientH  (set.  61)  had  a  papilloma  on  the  scrotum  with  intolerable  itch- 
ing. Excision  was  made  and  the  wound  cauterized  by  carbolic  acid,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  ulcerative  wound  of  a  triangular  shape,  with  considerable  and  very 
foetid  discharge. 

Upon  the  core  of  the  ulcer  were  two  reddish  nodules,  bleeding  at  the  slightest  con- 
tact, one  responding  to  the  right  testis,  of  an  ovoid  shape,  and  as  large  as  a  pigeon's 
egg,  completely  denuded.  The  other  nodule  responding  to  the  left  testis,  is  partly 
covereil  by  Borotal  skin  and  limited  by  warty  and  hard  edges.  Condition  of  patient: 
Diarrhoea,  fever,  delirium, great  emaciation,  face  straw  color,  very  weak;  no  famiij 
history  for  cancer ;  has  seven  brothers  and  sisters  older  than  himself,  all  enjoying 
good  health. 

The  patient  died.  A  microscopic  examination  made  by  Professor  Augier  demon- 
•trated  that  it  was  a  true  epithelioma. 

The  authors  of  this  paper  concluded  that  petroleum  produces  a  papilloma  and  at 
least  favor  epithelioma  if  it  cannot  produce  it.  They  suggest,  in  consemience,  to 
try  petroleum  internally  and  externally  in  the  treatment  of  epithelioma.  Dr.  Marc 
Jousset,  reporting  Z'^W  Mtdical,  August,  1890,  quotes  from  Allen^s  Handbook*^ 
Materia  Medica  and Iltmixopatkic  Therapeutic^  art. Petroleum :  "  Nodules  (in  paraffine 
workeru)  on  hands,  wrists,  arms,  feet  and  legs;  worse  about  wrists  or  wherever  the 
dress  is  tight  (palms  and  soles  being  free),  less  on  face,  neck  and  parts  to  which  oily 
matters  tind  access."  We  tind  also,  '*  pimples  itching  on  angle  between  scrotum  and 
thigh,  scabs  in  fold  of  left  wing  of  nose. 

Rhododendron  in  Gonorrhceal  Sequelae.— In  the  case  of  a  young  man 
who,  previous  to  marriage,  had  contracted  goiiorrhcea,  and  who  complained  that  he 
had  drawing  pains  from  the  testicles  into  the  abdomen  and  thighs,  and  contusive 
pain  in  the  testicles,  which  were  painful  to  touch,  somewhat  swollen,  and  one  rather 
indurated,  the  trouble  always  being  worse  in  wet  and  stormy  weather.  Dr.  E,  G. 
Grahn  gave  the  patient  rhododendron  3x.  Early  relief  and  a  cessation  of  the  trouble 
was  the  result. — American  Homosopathist,  September. 

Lachej?is  in  Kectal  HiEMORRHAOE. — Dr.  Louise  Lannin,  in  the  North  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Homceapathy^  September,  recites  two  interesting  cases  of  bleed^g 
from  the  rectum  (for  which  no  adequate  cause  could  be  ascertained)  with  UuJiem  30, 
after  many  other  hiemorrhagic  remedies  had  signally  failed.  In  one  case  there  were 
present  a  few  vague  lachesis  symptoms,  and  in  case  No.  2  the  medicine  was  given 
because  it  cured  the  first  one. 

Clinical  Verifications.— In  a  paper  read  before  the  Clinical  Society  of  the 
Hahnemann  Hospital,  of  Chicago,  Dr.  Howard  N.  Lyon  presented  the  foUowmg 
clinical  verifications  : 

(a)  Headache  from  Lose  of  BreaJ^ast — In  three  cases  in  which  the  patient  was 
too  busy  to  stop  for  breakfast,  calcarea  carb.  relieved  the  headache. 

(6)  Ihaddche  Induced  by  Riding  on  the  Cars  or  Cher  a  Rough  ParemenL — Arnica 
has  invariably  afforded  relief. 

(c)  Sore  Mouth  from  Travelling  Over  the  Alkcdijhe  Deserts. — Borax,  either  as  a 
mouth-wnsh  or  internully,  has  been  effective  in  a  number  of  instances. 

((/)    Vaginitis  from  Excessive  Coitus. — Arnica  was  prescribed  with  marked  success. 

(c)  Inuhility  to  Lie  On  the  Right  Side, — This  is  a  valuable  indication  for  nierca- 
rius  when  occurring  in  pulmonary  troubles. 

(/  \  Cholei-a-Uke  Cramps  with  Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting, — Dulcamara  in  any  potency, 
in  the  absence  ot  special  indications  relieves. — I'he  Clinique,  Septehiber  15,  1890.' 

Treatment  of  Laryngismus  Stridulus, — In  a  discussion  before  the  Clinical 
Society  of  the  Hahnemann  Hospital,  of  Ciiicago,  Dr.  J.  P.  Cobb  said  that  he  had 
found  chlorine  water  diluted  with  plain  water  to  about  the  third  potency  to  be  in- 
valuable for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  spasm  in  laryngismus  stridulus.  The 
homopopaihic  trituration  of  naphthaline  also  acts  well  as  a  palliative  Calcarea 
iod.  is  a  satisfactory  remedy  in  cases  associated  with  enlarged  glands. — The  Clin- 
iquSf  September  15,  1890. 
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FRACTURES  OF  THE  CRANIUM. 

BY  J.   M.   LEE,  M.D.,   ROCHESTER,   N.  Y. 
(Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.) 

I  HAD  expected  to  write  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  cerebral  sur- 
gery, but  have  been  so  pressed  for  time  that  I  am  unaUe  to  do  more 
than  report  a  few  cases  of  cranial  fracture.  I  will,  however,  con- 
sider the  subject  at  our  next  session  at  Albany. 

Within  the  last  two  years  much  advancement  has  been  made  in 
brain  surgery,  yet  it  is  still  in  its  infancy.  We  are  not  able  to  diag- 
nose, treat  and  prognose  this  class  of  cases  with  anything  like  the 
accuracy  that  careful  study  will  yield.  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  who  have  had  any  experience,  to  report  their  cases,  and  thus  con- 
tribute what  they  can  to  this  new  and  broad  field  of  research.  The 
failures  as  well  as  the  successes  should  be  given  to  the  profession. 
The  one  serves  to  stimulate  and  encourage  the  conscientious  student, 
while  the  other  holds  in  check  the  over  enthusiastic.  Scarcely  has 
there  been  a  branch  of  surgery  which  has  not  been  more  or  less 
abused  by  a  class  of  men  whose  patients  always  have  reflexes 
corresponding  to  their  latest  notion.  But  to  return  to  our  sub- 
ject: 

Let  us  consider  some  of  the  conditions  which  are  the  result  of 
cerebral  injuries.  Convulsions  are  among  those  most  frequently 
observed,  and  the  following  cases  are  reported  to  illustrate  how 
prompt  and  permanent  is  the»  relief  obtained  by  the  proper  treat- 
ment. 

Case  1. — This  case  is  of  interest  because,  notwithstanding  the 
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unmistakable  depression  of  the  fractured  bone,  the  convulsions  did 
not  appear  until  two  months  after  the  accident. 

Adam  Stevens,  aged  16  years,  of  healthy  parentage,  entered 
the  Rochester  Homoeopathic  Hospital  July  19,  1890,  and  gave  the 
following  history :  He  was  perfectly  well  until  four  years  ago,  when 
he  fell  from  a  tree,  and  sustained  a  depressed  fracture  of  the  cranium 
about  one  inch  above  the  right  frontal  eminence.  Although  he  was 
unconscious  several  hours,  he  apparently  made  a  good  recovery.  Two 
months  later  he  was  taken  with  a  severe  pain  in  the  head,  and  cod- 
vulsions  soon  followed.  They  always  commenced  in  the  left  side 
of  the  face  and  the  left  arm,  then  they  gradually  spread  over  the 
entire  body.  The  only  premonitory  sign  of  these  attacks  was  that 
for  about  two  minutes  before  each  spasm  the  patient  would  turn  in 
a  circle,  always  going  to  the  right.  His  appetite  and  general  health 
were  good.  He  was  very  impatient,  and  excitement  would  always 
bring  on  a  convulsion ;  frequently  he  would  have  five  or  six  a  day, 
then  they  would  cease  for  a  day  or  two.     There  were  no  pupillary 


I  decided  that  the  depressed  fracture  which  the  boy  had  sustained 
at  the  time  of  the  accident  had  been  maltreated,  and  that  an  opera- 
tion would  relieve  him.  The  patient  was  etherized,  and  the  opera- 
tion performed  in  the  usual  manner.  A  piece  of  depressed  bone 
one  and  one-fourth  inches  in  diameter  was  removed.  He  made 
an  uninterrupted  recovery,  and  has  remained  well  to  the  present 
time. 

Case  2. — Charles  Penrose,  aged  26 ;  a  man  of  excellent  health 
and  a  gardener  by  occupation.  August  10th  he  was  struck  with 
a  stone  on  the  left  side  of  the  head,  just  above  the  squamous  suture 
and  one  inch  posterior  to  the  articulation  of  the  greater  wing  of  the 
sphenoid  with  the  frontal  bone.  The  blow  caused  him  to  fall,  but 
he  did  not  lose  consciousness,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  friend  was  enabled 
to  walk  to  his  home,  one-half  mile  distant  Upon  reaching  the 
house  his  head  began  to  pain  him,  and  a  feeling  of  faintness  came 
on.  A  physician  was  summoned,  who  thought  the  injury  a  slight 
one ;  but  before  he  left  the  house  the  patient  had  several  severe  con- 
vulsions, which  were  always  preceded  by  contortions  of  the  right 
side  of  the  face.  They  then  decided  to  bring  him  to  the  hospital, 
where  I  first  saw  him.  At  times  he  could  talk  and  express  himself 
intelligently,  then  he  would  become  semi-conscious,  and  a  convulsion 
would  soon  follow.  The  head  was  shaved  and  rendered  aseptic 
Nothing  could  be  elicited  from  a  careful  digital  examination  except 
that  pressure  over  the  point  of  impingement  would  cause  the  muscles 
of  the  right  side  of  the  face  to  contract  and  the  pupils  to  dilate. 
The  patient  was  etlierizcd,  and  an  incision  made  beginning  at  the 
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anterior  third  of  the  superior  curved  line  of  the  occipital  bone  ex- 
tending anteriorly  over  the  left  parietal  and  temporal  boneB,  just 
grazing  the  squamous  suture,  to  a  point  one-fourth  inch  above 
the  union  of  the  sphenoid  with  the  temporal.  The  scalp  was  turned 
back^  and  a  depressed  fracture  six  inches  long  exposed.  The  tre-. 
phine  was  applied  over  the  posterior  portion  of  the  left  parietal 
bone^  about  two  inches  from  the  sagittal,  and  one  and  one-half 
in(Aies  from  the  lambdoidal  suture.  As  soon  as  the  button  of  bone 
was  removed,  arterial  blood  gushed  forth  freely.  The  bone  at 
this  point  was  badly  comminuted,  and  eighteen  small  fragments  were 
removed. 

An  irregular  portion  of  the  inner  table,  measuring  one  and 
one-fourth  inches  in  length  by  one-half  inch  in  width,  was  pre:?s- 
ing  into  the  brain,  and  had  ruptured  thcmiddle  meningeal  artery. 
After  removing  this,  the  balance  of  the  fragments  were  elevated  and 
the  ragged  edges  of  the  inner  table  trimmed.  The  wound  was 
lightly  packed  with  iodoform  gauze,  a  portion  of  which  was  allowed 
to  protrude  to  promote  drainage.  The  scalp  wound  was  closed  with 
interrupted  sutures  of  catgut. 

For  about  forty-eight  hours  the  patient  remained  in  a  semi-con- 
scions  state.  The  wound  was  dressed  on  the  seventh  day  following 
the  operation^  when  the  temperature,  which  had.  been  normal,  rose 
to  101 J  degrees.  However,  this  subsided  within  forty-eight  hours, 
and  no  rise  followed. 

He  was  discharged  from  the  hospital,  and  has  resumed  his  former 
occupation. 

Case  3. — Jerome  Albro,  a  laborer,  was  injured  at  the  Leighton 
Bridge  Works,  on  May  27,  1885.  He  was  engaged  in  hoisting  an 
iron  girder,  which  weighed  about  six  tons,  when  one  of  the  chains 
slipped,  and  he  was  caught  between  the  girder  and  a  large  channel 
bar,  which  lay  upon  the  skids.  Dr.  Newton  M.  Collins  was  called 
and  found  the  patient  lying  outside  the  shop  with  his  head  in  a  pool 
of  blo<Kl.  The  haemorrhage  came  from  a  scalp  wound,  which  began 
one  inch  posterior  to  the  mastoid  process  and  arched  upwards  and 
forwards  to  a  point  one  inch  anterior  to  the  helix.  This  portion  of 
the  scalp,  integument  and  underlying  tissues  were  torn  away,  carry- 
ing the  entire  auricle  of  the  ear  with  them  and  leaving  the  bones 
bare  as  low  as  the  angle  of  the  inferior  maxilla.  The  doctor  packed 
the  wound  with  styptic  cotton  and  applied  a  bandage.  This  con- 
trolled the  haemorrhage,  and  the  patient  was  immediately  removed 
to  his  home.  The  same  evening  a  consultation  was  called.  We  re- 
moved the  cotton  and  stitched  up  the  scalp  wound  with  a  drainage 
tube  retained  at  its  most  dependent  point.  The  left  inferior  maxilla 
was  fractured  across  its  angle  and  widely  separated,  which  caused 
great  deformity.     Owing  to  the  wild   delirium  of  the  patient  at 
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night,  the  fractured  ends  of  the  jnw  could  not  be  retained  in  position 
by  any  ordinary  dressing.  We  were  obliged  to  take  an  impression  of 
the  entire  jaw  and  fit  a  gutta  percha  plate.  The  superior  maxilla 
was  also  fractured  in  the  median  line,  but  as  there  was  no  separa- 
tion it  gave  us  but  little  trouble.  Haemorrhage  from  the  nose 
and  ear,  together  with  the  patient's  general  condition,  led  us  to 
suspect  that  there  was  a  fracture  at  the  base  of  the  brain.  He 
lay  in  a  semi-conscious  state  during  the  day,  with  delirium  at 
night,  but  if  shaken  and  spoken  sharply  to  would  answer  in 
monosyllables.  Within  a  few  hours  we  noticed  paralysis  of  the 
muscles  of  the  whole  of  the  left  side  of  the  face.  When  an  attempt 
was  made  to  protrude  the  tongue,  it  would  curve  to  the  left  side.  The 
ball  of  the  left  eye  was  drawn  to  the  inner  canthus.  The  sight  in 
the  left  eye  was  impaired,  also  the  hearing  in  the  left  ear.  The 
tem()erature  rose  to  102  degrees,  and  a  profuse  watery  discharge  from 
the  left  ear  appeared  to  the  extent  of  a  pint  in  twenty-four  hours. 

It  was  now  evident  that  there  had  been  a  basal  fracture  which 
traversed  the  petrous  portion  of  the  tempoiral  bone,  and  that  the 
paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  was  due  to  injury  to  the  facial 
nerve  in  its  serpentine  course  through  the  aqueductus  fallopii.  The 
abducens  was  probably  injured  in  its  passage  under  the  posterior 
clinoid  process  into  the  cavernous  sinus,  which  accounted  for  the 
paralysis  of  the  external  rectus  muscle.  The  hypoglossal  nerve 
makes  its  exit  from  the  cranium  through  the  anterior  condyloid 
foramen  and  passes  vertically  upward  under  the  internal  cerotid 
artery  to  a  point  opi)Osite  the  cerotid  foramen  in  the  petrous  portion 
of  the  temporal  bone.  It  is  more  likely  that  the  nerve  was  injured 
at  this  point  than  that  the  fracture  extended  into  the  occipital  bone. 
This,  of  course,  accounts  for  the  inability  of  the  patient  to  protrude 
the  left  side  of  the  tongue* 

After  the  first  week  the  temperature  returned  to  normal  and  the 
delirium  subsided.  The  patient's  recovery  was  slow,  and  he  re- 
quired the  doctor's  attention  from  the  27th  ot  May  to  the  last  of 
August.  The  paralysis  of  the  face  and  eye  have  not  improved  any. 
The  sight  and  hearing  remain  the  same.  He  has  never  regained  his 
general  health,  which  I  think  is  partly  due  to  the  nervous  shock,  and 
while  he  has  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  around,  he  is  not  able  to 
resume  his  former  occupation. 
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THREE  CASES  OF  SUPPURATIVE  KERATITIS  WITH  ULCERATION 

TREATED  SUCCESSFULLY,  AFTER  FAILURE  WITH  REMEDIES 

USED  INTERNALLY  AND  EXTERNALLY,  BY  GALVANO- 

CAUTERY. 

BY  M.  O.  TERRY,  M.D.,  tJTICA,  N.  Y. 
(Read  before  the  New  York  State  Uomoeopathic  Medical  Society,  October  1st.  1890.) 

Owing,  perhaps,  to  the  septic  character  of  the  i n flam raatory  action 
in  the  cornea,  I  have  failed  in  several  instances  in  relieving  various 
forms  of  ulceration  of  this  delicate  membrane.  Although  I  would 
not  recommend  this  treatment  in  every  case  of  ulceration,  T  would 
not  allow  the  disease  to  advance  under  remedies  used  internally  and 
externally,  to  any  great  extent,  without  resorting  to  this  somewhat 
heroic  measure.  'Burchardt,  in  the  London  Medical  Record,  says  : 
"  The  cocci  of  phlyctenular  keratitis  can  be  got  rid  of  best  by  the 
galvano-cautery,  after  which  irrigation  with  boracic  solution  and 
calomel  insufflation."  Gruening  makes  a  practical  suggestion  :  '^  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  every  one  may  not  have  a  cautery  battery  at 
hand,  a  platinum  probe  heated  in  the  flame  of  a  Bunsen  burner  may 
be  made  to  serve  the  purpose  as  well." 

In  looking  over  the  cases  reported  in  vol.  33  of  the  Transa^dions 
of  this  State,  I  am  deeply  impressed  that  the  cases  therein  reported 
of  •'  Traumatic  Ulcer  of  Cornea"  would  have  been  treated  as  well, 
and  I  believe  better,  with  the  cautery.  I  should  certainly  omit 
poulticing,  as  it  softens  the  tissues  and  permits  the  more  ready  en- 
trance of  the  pus  corpuscles  into  the  healthy  portion  of  the  cornea. 
This  same  principle  of  not  poulticing,  is  equally  objectionable  in  car- 
buncles, where  the  softening  produced  by  poulticing  causes  the  spread 
of  the  septic  inflammation.  Then,  again,  the  cautery  does  not  require 
the  skill  of  an  oculist  who  performs  Saemisch's  operation  of  trans- 
fixion of  the  cornea,  as  any  physician  with  a  steady  nerve  and  care- 
ful hand  can  do  it.  Dr.  A.  B.  Norton's  remarks  on  the  paper  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Transactional  in  which  he  recommends  the  cautery, 
seem  to  be  confirmed  in  the  three  cases  presented. 

The  following  cases  will  illustrate  the  procedure : 

Mr.  R.,  8Bt.  53,  came  to  me  with  a  rapidly-spreading  ulcer  of 
cornea.  By  occupation  he  is  a  farmer,  and  he  is  in  a  perfect  state  of 
health.  Gave  him  remedies  used  for  destructive  inflammation  and 
a  cocaine  eye-wash  containing  boracic  acid.     As  no  improvement  was 
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observable,  and  the  pain  and  photophobia  continued,  I  applied  to  the 
ulcer,  having  first  used  cocaine,  the  flat  surface  of  a  cautery  blade. 
This  was  repeated  in  five  days.  The  patient  was  given  a  4-per  cent, 
cocaine  wash,  and  weak  cerate  of  yellow  oxide  of  mercury,  to  be  used 
once  daily.     Recovery  was  rapid. 

Case  II. — Mr.  A.,  set.  29,  a  strong  athlete,  over  six  feet  in  height, 
a  fanner,  feels  well  in  every  particular.  Tried  remedies  for  three 
days;  no  improvement  in  ulcer,  which  was  spreading  and  painful; 
inflammation  of  cornea  quite  marked.  The  character  of  the  ulcer 
was  peptic,  of  the  phlyctenular  variety.  Cauterized  it,  using  cocaine. 
Re|)eated  in  three  days.  Grave  internally  mere,  cor.,  iodide  of  sulphur, 
iodide  of  arsenic,  and  bell.,  at  various. times.  Rapid  recovery  en- 
sued. 

Case  III.,  was  a  puny  boy,  eight  years  of  a  age.  He  was  given 
tonic  treatment,  nourishing  food,  and  remedies  for  the  phlyctenular 
ulcers  ;  calomel,  cocaine,  eserine,  and  cerates,  were  also  used.  No 
improvement.  Quite  a  struggle  to  cauterize,  but  succeeded  fairly 
well.  Repeated  at  intervals  of  five  days  until  he  had  been  cauterized 
three  times.  Recovery  steady  under  the  ordinary  remedies  named 
and  antiseptic  cerates. 

Of  itself,  this  treatment  would,  perhaps,  fail,  but  it  is  very  im- 
portant as  one  of  the  auxiliary  measures,  for  two  reasons :  To  destroy 
the  septic  nature  of  the  ulcer;  secondly,  to  stimulate  it  to  heal. 


1 


THE  COLON  DOUCHE  IN  ORIFICIAL  SURGERY, 

BY  A.    L.    MONROE,   M.D.,  LOUISVILLE,   KY. 
(Read  before  the  American  Association  of  Orliicial  Surgeons,  September.  1890.) 

^Iy  attention  was  first  called  to  the  use  of  a  tube  for  the  purpose 
of  flushing  the  colon  with  warm  salt  water,  in  1888,  by  Professor  E. 
H.  Pratt.  I  afterwards  found  it  to  be  the  "  formula"  for  obtaining 
everhisting  health  that  was  sold  by  a  certain  Dr.  Hall,  of  New  York, 
under  the  promise  of  profound  secrecy. 

It  has  become  indispensable  to  me  in  the  practice  of  orrficial  sur- 
gery, and  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  constipation,  chronic  diarrhoea, 
chronic  dysentery,  and  melancholia.  Hence,  I  am  not  writing  for 
any  of  my  colleagues  to  do  without  it  if  I  can  direct  their  attention 
to  its  use. 

The  instrument  employed  in  flushing  the  colon  consists  of  a  soft  rub- 
ber tube  from  two  to  three  feet  long,  made  to  fit  in  the  rectal  tip  of  an 
ordinary  bulb  syringe.     The  technique  of  its  use  is  about  as  follows: 
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A  teacup  of  salt  is  poured  into  about  a  gallon  of  hot  water,  which 
loses  about  ten  degrees  of  heat  en  route  through  the  tube.  The  patient 
is  placed  upon  his  left  side,  with  a  pillow  under  the  hips,  as  in  the  knee- 
chest  position ;  the  tube  is  greased  over  its  entire  length,  afler  which 
the  tip  is  introduced  into  the  rectum.  It  is  then  gradually  inserted; 
about  two  bulbs  full  of  water  are  injected  to  each  inch  of  progress, 
until  its  whole  length  is  in  the  large  bowel.  By  this  time  the  salt 
water  is  about  exhausted,  and  the  large  bowel  distended  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  The  patient  by  this  time  is- suffering  from  severe  griping. 
This  can  be  modified  by  turning  him  over  face  down  to  the  right 
side,  and  having  him  retain  the  water  as  long  as  he  can  without  too 
severe  suffering.  During  the  hour  following  the  operation  he  has 
several  profuse  discharges,  which  seem  to  be  less  debilitating  than 
those  following  catharsis. 

These  injections  are  useful : 

First, — In  orificial  surgery,  when  it  is  not  desirable  for  the  patient 
to  have  an  action  of  the  bowels  for  from  three  to  seven  days  after 
operation.  In  these  cases,  two  should  be  given  before  and  one  after 
operating;  the  first,  two  days  previously;  the  second,  early  the 
morning  of  the  same  day,  and  the  last  from  three  to  seven  days  after 
operating — depending  upon  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Second, — Many  colons  are  chronically  impacted,  lined  with  indu- 
rateil  fascal  matter,  like  an  old  stove,  when  the  ashes  of  many  win- 
ters form  clinkers  on  its  side  that  have  to  be  chiseled  off;  these 
impacted  colons  present  a  small  canal  at  the  side  or  in  the  middle  of 
the  impaction  through  which  the  faeces  must  pass. 

Such  patients  always  have  to  liquefy  their  stools  by  drugs  each 
time  they  obtain  an  fiction. 

Third, — In  chronic  catarrh  of  the  large  bowel,  exhibiting  symp- 
toms of  chronic  diarrhoea^  or  chronic  dysentery,  or  by  the  free  dis- 
charge of  mucus  with  the  stools,  even  though  they  consists  of  round 
hard  balls. 

Preoaviions, — ^The  rectum  should  not  be  filled  too  full  at  the  start, 
as  it  will  produce  urgent  desire  for  stool  too  soon,  and  the  injectioii 
cannot  be  completed  satisfactorily.  The  treatment  should  be  applied 
on  an  empty  stomach  or  nausea  and  vomiting  will  be  apt  to  super- 
vene. 

It  is  well  to  avoid  too  full  an  injection  at  first.  My  plan,  except 
when  preparing  for  operation^  is  to  use  about  three  quarts  the  first 
time,  and  gradually  increase  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  gut;  my  first 
two  injections  are  usually  given  at    intervals  of  three  days,  and 
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about  four  succeeding  ones  at  weekly  intervals.  The  treatment  seems 
to  improve  the  whole  patient  when  it  is  indicated.  The  complexion 
begins  to  clear  up,  weight  increase,  and  bowels  that  were  asleep  are 
awakened  to  renewed  life  and  energy.  Melancholy  patients  become 
more  cheerful,  for  you  know  the  colon  is  thought  by  many  to  be  the 
place  to  hunt  for  the  aetiology  of  melancholy.  The  whole  circulation 
of  the  prima  vice  improves,  and  nutrition  is,  of  course,  affected  in  a 
like  degree.  Where  catarrh  exists,  such  drugs  as  hydrastis  or  pious 
Canadensis  can  be  substituted  for  the  salt.  Should  it  be  desirable  to 
increase  the  solvent  power  of  the  solution,  sulphate  of  magnesia  or 
glycerine  may  be  substituted,  though  the  latter  in  small  relative 
amount. 

The  good  effects  of  the  treatment  may  ofken  be  augmented  by  the 
free  use  of  hot  water,  by  the  mouth,  during  the  continuation  of  the 
treatment,  e8i>ecially  the  day  and  night  before  each  injection,  thus 
flushing  the  waste-pipes  all  over  the  body — the  skin,  the  kidneys, 
and  the  bowels — and  softening  the  fsBcal  matter  in  the  bowel ;  fori 
believe  that  such  patients  as  this  treatment  benefits  are  often  the  sub- 
jects of  a  sort  of  chronic  toxaemia,  due  to  the  constant  re-absorption 
in  small  quantities  of  effete  matter  that  is  not  excreted  promptly 
enough. 


STOOP  AND  ROUND  SHOULDERS-THEIR  RELATION  TO  CHEST- 
EXPANSION  AND  PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 

BY  EDWARD  R.    SNADER,   M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA. 
(Read  before  the  Iloniasopathic  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  September  17, 1890.) 

It  is  a  well-known  clinical  fact  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  lung 
structure  is  first  attacked  by  phthisis  pulmonalis.  In  about  98  per 
cent,  of  cases  the  ravages  of  the  disease  are  first  noted  at  the  summit 
of  the  chest.  Apical  solidification  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
clinical  laws  of  phthisis.  Numberless  theories  have  been  evolved  to 
account  for  the  special  predilection  as  to  location  evinced  by  the  dread 
disease.  The  view  most  reasonable  is  that  the  summit  of  the  lung  is 
first  and  most  frequently  attacked  by  the  germ  agent  or  anatomical 
elements  that  induce  the  tissue  changes  incident  to  pulmonary 
phthisis,  because  the  apices  are  the  least  used  portions  of  the  lung 
structure.     Lack  of  functional  activity  is,  therefore,  considered  to  be 
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the  special  predisposing  factor  in  the  selective  affinity  shown  for  the 
summit  of  the  hings  by  phthisis  pulmonah's. 

That  the  idea  of  the  quiescence  of  the  apices  particularly,  and 
sometimes  of  other  portions  of  the  pulmonary  parenchyma  is  held 
by  many  to  be  a  cardinal  causative  condition  f^  the  production  of 
pulmonary  phthisis,  is  evidenced  by  the  theories  advanced  by  practi- 
cal men  to  account  for  the  lack  of  use,  or  limited  use,  of  the  apices 
and  other  parts  of  the  lungs. 

A  view,  apparently  in  opposition  to  the  one  under  discussion,  was 
promulgated  by  a  German  observer  who  had  had  a  prolonged  and 
extensive  experience  with  phthisical  patients  in  hospital  practice. 
He  stated  that  an  overwhelming  percentage  of  phthisical  patients 
possessed  abnormally  large  lungs.  This  opinion  had  been  reached 
after  years  of  careful  study,  research  and  observation,  and  he  con- 
tended that  numberless  post-mortem  examinations  confirmed  his 
view.  Another  important  fact  was  noted  in  the  dead-house  obser- 
vations: The  large  lungs  were  nearly  always  associated  with  small 
hearts.  The  fact  of  large  lungs  existing  in  phthisical  patients  is  no 
evidence  that  large  lungs,  are  the  special  predisposing  cause  of  the 
disease.  The  whole  pathological  picture  must  be  viewed,  not  single 
portions.  I  eould  accept  the  fact  of  extra  large  lungs  in  the  phthisical 
dead,  if  it  were  proven  indubitably,  without  embracing  |he  theory 
drawn  from  the  fact.  The  German  observer's  cases  had  large  lungs 
and  small  hearts.  Apparently,  the  little  hearts  were  at  the  bottom 
of  the  trouble,  not  the  big  lungs.  The  hearts  were  too  small  for  the 
lungs,  not  the  lungs  too  large  for  the  body;  for,  inferential  ly  at  least, 
it  can  be  argued  that  the  small  heart  could  not  supply  the  large  lungs 
with  a  sufficient  amount  of  nutriment,  and,  consequently,  the  lungs 
were  deficient  in  functional  activity  and  a  large  area  practically  at 
rest ;  and  it  is  lung  rest  that  many  regard  as  a  specially  powerful  pre- 
disposing factor  in  the  causation  of  consumption. 

A  distinguished  doctor  of  this  city  goes  further  than  the  German 
observer.  The  latter  thought  phthisical  lungs  were  large ;  the  former 
believes  that  nearly  all  moderns  have  too  much  lung  capacity.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Mays's  view,  nearly  the  whole  civilized  race  are 
large-lunged.  These  huge  breathing-bags  were  bequeathed  to  us  by 
our  aboriginal  forefathers,  whase  pursuits  demanded  greater  lung 
capacity  than  we  need  in  our  day.  It  can  be  inferred  from  the 
doctor's  views  that  successive  generations  of  wild  life  and  heredity 
only  increased  the  lung  volume.  Our  large  lungs,  then,  are  be- 
queathed us  by  the  breezy  plains  and  sighing  forests,  moving  monu- 
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ments  to  the  fleet-footed  game  our  forefathers  ran  down  and  feasted 
upon.  We  have  not  lived  long  enough,  are  not  far  enough  removed 
from  ancestral  influence,  to  have  reiiuced  our  lung  space  to  modern 
needs. 

I  need  not  devote  much  time  to  refute  this  view.  It  seems  to  me 
impossible  and  illogical  to  dogmatically  fix  the  limit  of  the  proper 
size  of  the  lungs.  To  delimit  nature  is  a  difficult  task,  and  nature 
has  apparently  performed  her  work  well  by  providing  sufficient  lung 
capacity  for  emergencies.  Man  can  live  at  an  extremely  high  alti- 
tude and  use  every  fraction  of  an  inch  of  his  lung  space.  If  the 
pulmonary  parenchyma  were  simply  sufficient  for  ordinary  needs,  an 
unusual  demand  for  air  would  result  in  death,  and  every  pneumonia 
would  kill,  and  even  a  trifling  bronchitis  would  end  fatally.  Running, 
exertion  or  laborious  pursuits  would  be  impossible.  To  say  that  the 
lungs  of  man  are  too  large  is  not  sufficient.  So  long  as  their  proper 
size  is  not  provided  for,  it  seems  wise  to  accept  our  large  lungs,  if  we 
really  have  them,  as  a  gift  of  beneficent  nature.  It  is  better  to  accept 
nature's  make-up  than  a  theory.  The  conclusions  drawn  from  the 
large-lung  theory  are  that  many  of  the  cells  are  not  used,  and  that 
the  rest  thus  induced  predisposes  to  phthisis  pulmonalis. 

I  certainly  believe  that  lack  of  functional  activity  in  the  lungs 
predisposes  those  organs  to  disease,  but  I  cannot  see  how  a  theory  of 
unnecessarily  large  lungs  helps  greatly  toward  a  solution  of  the 
problem  of  how  pulmonary  quiescence  is  really  caused.  It  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  undue  lung  rest  predisposes  to  lung  disease, 
for  it  is  a  fact  well  known  that  if  organs  are  unused,  or  only  par- 
tially used,  their  functional  activity  is  lessened,  and  if  their  func- 
tional activity  is  lessened  they  are  supplied  with  less  nutriment,  and 
if  they  are  supplied  with  less  nutriment  they  fall  below  physiological 
par,  and  when  they  fall  below  physiological  par  the  organs  are  more 
susceptible  to  disease  and  disease  influences. 

I  want  to  consider  a  potent  cause  of  lung  rest — ^stoop  or  round 
shoulders.  Any  one  who  is  stoop-  or  round-shouldered  is  ^not  a 
normal  position  for  using  the  lungs  freely  and  readily.  The  weight 
of  the  shoulders,  overhanging  the  thorax,  acts  as  a  mechanical  bar 
to  the  easy  expansion  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  chest.  This  bad 
bodily  habit  ultimately  leads  to  disuse  of  many  of  the  muscles  of 
respiration,  and  in  consequence  the  summit  of  the  chest  remains 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  quiescent. 

Stoop  or  round  shoulders  are,  I  know,  nearly  universal,  and 
phthisis  pulmonalis  is  not.     Can  it  then  be  argued  that  there  exists 
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any  sort  of  relationship  between  a  bad  bodily  habit  and  the  dire 
disease^  consumption  ?  To  my  mind  there  are  a  number  of  very  good 
reasons  for  believing  that  stoop  or  round  shoulders  are  a  strong  pre- 
disposing cause  of  phthisis  pulmonalis. 

-Ftr«/.— The  summit  of  the  lungs  are  first  and  most  frequently 
attacked  by  phthisis.  Rest  is  a  causative  factor.  At  the  summit  of 
the  chest  is  the  quietest .  part  of  the  lung  structure.  The  causative 
agent  of  phthisis  seeks  the  tissues  least  able  to  resist  disease. 

Second. — The  frequent  presence,  at  the  beginning  of  a  physical 
examination,  of  adventitious  sounds  at  the  summit  of  the  chest,  the 
sounds  disappearing  after  a  few  deep  respirations,  the  respiratory 
murmur  disclosing  no  abnormalities.  These  sounds,  it  appears  rea- 
sonable to  suppose,  have  precisely  the  same  origin  and  mechanism  as 
those  frequently  found  when  we  auscultate  a  patient  who  has  been 
long  recumbent,  as  in  typhoid  fever.  The  cause  of  the  r^les  in  both 
instances  is  lung  rest,  and  the  agglutination  of  a  number  of  air- 
vesicles. 

Third, — The  greater  the  disease  existing  at  the  apex  the  greater 
the  abeyance  of  movement.  If  disease  lessens  functional  activity, 
lessened  functional  activity  ought  to  predispose  to  the  disease  that 
lessens  it. 

Fourth. — The  almost  universal  immunity  from  phthisis  among 
emphysematous  patients.  The  dilated  condition  of  the  air-cells  in 
the  latter  disease  prevents  or  militates  against  solidification.  Disease 
in  emphysema  keeps  the  air-cells  open,  and  healthy  activity  of  the 
apices  keeps  the  vesicular  structures  distended,  the  blood  circulating 
freely,  the  tissues  properly  nourished ;  and,  therefore,  active  apices, 
from  health  or  disease,  tend  to  prevent  phthisis  pulmonalis.  A 
French  doctor  attempted  to  produce  emphysema  in  order  to  save  hia 
consumptive  patients. 

Fifth. — The  effect  of  respiratory  gymnastics  upon  a  diminished 
summit  expansion  due  to  solidification.  The  physical  signs  showing 
solidification  of  the  apex  are  considerably  and  often  greatly  modified 
for  the  better  by  exercise  leading  to  a  re-establishment  of  proper 
breathing  at  the  suinmit.  The  general  symptoms,  as  well  as  the 
physical  signs,  show  often  such  an  improvement  after  the  inaugura- 
tion of  correct  respiration  that  it  leads  to  the  opinion  that  had  the 
vital  capacity  not  been  seriously  diminished  (and  many  air-cells  per- 
mitted to  go  unused)  by  such  bodily  habits,  the  disease  would  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  a  foothold,  or,  if  a  foothold  had  been  gained, 
it  would  have  not  been  possible  to  hold  its  first  vantage. 
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Sixth, — Even  where  no  actual  lang  lesion  is  found  many  cases  of 
anaemia  and  other  diseases  are  sometimes  quickly  restored  to  heahh 
by  gymnastic  exercises  directed  alone  to  a  proper  expansion  of  the 
superior  portion  of  the  chest.  If  amelioration  of  general  health 
follows  increased  summit  expansion  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  diminished  summit  expansion  is  quite  capable  of  giving  rise  to 
a  systemic  condition  below  par ;  in  other  words,  would  predispose  to 
disease,  and  particularly  to  a  disease  that  by  preference  attacks  the 
lung  apices. 

Seventh. — The  abnormal  conditions  of  the  bloodvessels  in  the 
apices  in  the  stoop-shouldered  predispose  to  disease.  When  the  air- 
cells  are  only  partially  filled  with  air  the  vessels  supplying  the  cells 
are  lessened  in  their  area  of  distribution.  The  air-cells  below, 
actively  carrying  on  the  function  of  heematosis,  press  upon  the  cells 
of  the  quiescent  summit  and  further  diminish  the  amount  of  air  in 
the  vesicles  and  crowd  and  compress  the  bloodvessels.  Now  what 
happens  ?  If  the  heart  is  strong  the  obstruction  oflFered  by  the 
crowded  vessels  is  overcome.  In  time,  however,  the  vessels  become 
relaxed,  and  the  returning  blood  in  the  veins  becomes  more  or  less 
stagnant,  offering  still  further  obstruction  to  the  circulation,  and  a 
slight  oedema  occure.  The  small  amount  of  air  in  the  vesicles  is 
further  diminished  in  quantity  by  the  swollen  vessels,  narrow- 
ing  the  lumen  of  the  cells,  and  finally  the  walls  of  the  air-cells, 
soggy  with  moisture  exuded  from  the  vessels  and,  almost,  if  not  en- 
tirely, airless,  collapse  and  fall  together.  Every  respiratory  move- 
ment transmitted  from  the  active  cells  below  and  about  the 
quiescent  vesicles  causes  attrition  of  the  approximated  cell-walls, 
irritates  the  epithelial  lining,  causes  a  proliferation  of  the  epithelial 
cells,  and  an  apical  catarrh,  a  catarrhal  pnuemonia  is  inaugurated. 
Now,  if  the  distended  vessels  from  special  exertion  or  from  sheer 
weakness  and  lack  of  tone  from  long-continued  congestion  exude 
blood  the  fluid  extravasates  through  the  unused  tissues,  increasing  the 
solidification,  and  leading  to  caseous  degeneration  of  the  results  of 
the  haemorrhage  and  of  the  intra- vesicular  inflammation.  Tubercle 
bacilli  may  be  present  or  not.  That  a  considerable  degree  of 
moisture  (it  may  be  only  a  slight  increase  over  the  normal  amount) 
is  present  at  the  summit  of  the  chest  when  the  apices  are  not  freely 
used  I  am  quite  confident.  I  base  my  belief  in  the  existence  of 
this  physical  condition,  under  the  circumstances  I  mention,  upon  the 
fact  of  the  frequent  discovery  of  extremely  fine,  moist  and  dry 
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sounds  at  the  apices  at  the  beginning  of  many  examinations,  in 
which  no  actual  named  lung  lesions  are  discoverable. 

Mghih, — The  discovery  during  the  course  of  systematic  examina- 
tions of  the  chest  of  considerable  areas  of  collapsed  lung  tissue  at 
the  thoracic  summit.  I  have  determined  the  solidification  incident 
to  the  collapse  to  be  neither  tubercular  nor  catarrhal  pneumonic  by 
the  speedy  restoration  of  the  normal  percussion  note  and  normal 
respiratory  murmur  following  the  carrying  out  of  systematic  respira- 
tory gymnastics.  These  cases  presented  none  of  the  symptoms  of 
phthisis,  and  some  not  even  the  clinical  phenomena  of  an  ordinary 
bronchitis.  I  have  known  the  respiratory  murmur  to  return  to  its 
normal  characters  as  to  pitch  and  quality,  after  having  presented  all 
the  evidences  of  solidification,  and  the  chest  expansion  to  be  greatly 
augmented  after  only  two  weeks'  exercise.  The  respiratory  murmur 
assumed  its  normal  characters  and  the  percussion  note  its  vesicular 
quality  when  the  stoop  shoulders  had  been  corrected  and  deep 
breathing  had  been  practiced.  Had  such  cases  been  examined  by 
me  in  the  early  years  of  my  experience  with  physical  diagnosis 
I  would  have  diagnosed  either  fibrosis  or  non-progressive  phthisis. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  fact  of  the  occurrence  of  these  areas  of 
collapse  and  a  diminution  in  the  expansion  at  the  summit  demon- 
strates forcibly  that  stoop  shoulders  are  capable  of  inaugurating  all 
the  phenomena  I  have  indicated. 

N'vnth. — It  is  a  fair  assumption  that  some  of  the  benefit  derived 
in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  by  compound  oxygen  and  other  inhala- 
tions is  due  to  the  increased  expansion  of  the  air  cells,  and  not  all 
to  the  medicaments  employed.  Physicians  who  employ  inhalations 
take  special  pride  in  mentioning  the  increase  in  the  vital  capacity  as 
an  evidence  of  the  efficacy  of  their  treatment  when  that  particular 
improvement  is,  to  my  mind,  really  due  to  the  practice  of  deep 
breathing. 

I  believe,  then,  that  lung  inactivity  is  a  predisposing  cause  of 
consumption  and  that  the  special  localization  of  phthisis  pulmonalis 
at  the  lung  apices  finds  its  most  reasonable  explanation  in  the  fact 
that  the  naturally  diminished  movements  of  the  summit  are  mor- 
bidly intensified  and  rendered  powerful  for  evil  by  faulty  positions 
of  the  shoulders. 

Let  me  recapitulate  my  reasons  for  this  belief  very  briefly. 

1.  The  natural  and  acquired  quiescence  of  the  apices. 

2.  The  presence  (frequently)  of  adventitious  sounds  at  the  summit, 
the  respiratory  murmur  maintaining  its  normal  characters. 
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3.  The  abeyance  of  chest  movement  when  the  upper  part  of  the 
lungs  are  only  slightly  used. 

4.  The  immunity  from  phthisis  shown  by  emphysematous  pa- 
tients. 

6.  The  apparent  lessening  of  the  area  of  the  lung  solidificatioa 
after  the  inauguration  of  upper  chest  respiratory  gymnastics. 

6.  The  effect  of  the  correction  of  stoop  or  round  shoulders  upon  the 
general  health. 

7.  The  turgid  condition  of  the  bloodvessels  at  the  apices  induced 
by  the  enforced  quietude  of  cells  by  reason  of  the  limited  expansion 
due  to  stoop  shoulders. 

8.  The  presence  of  areas  of  collapsed  lung  tissue  at  thesun^mit  in 
cases  of  pronounced  stoop  shoulders. 

9.  The  increased  vital  capacity  following  forced  breathing  while 
undergoing  treatment  with  inhalations. 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  several  reasons  furnish  sufficient  groand 
for  believing,  not  only  that  the  quiescence  of  the  summit  is  the  cause 
of  the  special  affinity  of  phthisis  for  the  apices  of  the  lung,  but  also 
that  stoop  shoulders  are  a  strong  predisposing  factor  for  the  develop- 
ment of  that  dread  disorder. 

Let  me  answer  a  few  possible  objections  that  may  be  urged  against 
the  views  I  have  announced.  Is  not  the  universality  of  stoop  and 
round  shoulders  and  the  relative  iufrequency  of  phthisis^  an  argu- 
ment against  the  view  that  stoop  shoulders  are  a  predisposing  cause 
of  phthisis  pulmonalis?  I  think  not.  Consumption  requires  for  its 
development  at  least  two,  and  possibly  three,  factors  in  operation  at 
the  same  time;  first,  a  special  soil ;  and  second^  the  tubercle  bacillus, 
or  irritability  of  epithelial  elements,  and  lung  quiescence.  Unused 
apices  furnish  a  special  soil  for  the  development  of  either  catarrhal 
pneumonia  or  tuberculosis,  or  both,  the  exact  disease  being  dependent 
upon  special  circumstances.  Another  point  to  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration is,  that  although  most  persons  are  stoop  or  round  shouldered, 
their  apices  are  not  always  quiet.  Their  occupations,  exercise,  or 
occasional  extra  demands  for  more  air  than  is  used  in  ordinary 
respiration,  does  not  permit  the  summit  to  remain  continuously  in- 
active, and  hence  the  vessel  torsion,  the  oedema,  and  the  collapse  are 
occasionally  relieved. 

Have  I  ever  found  lung  consolidation  incident  to  phthisis  in  indi- 
viduals whose  apical  expansion  was  good?  Yes;  I  recall,  without 
referring  to  records,  three  instances,  all  very  muscular  men  (two  were 
athletes),  in  which  the  chest  expansion  at  the  summit  and  elsewhere 
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was  enormou?.  In  all  three  cases  I  found  positive  signs  of  lung  con- 
solidation. In  one,  a  machinist,  who  rejoiced  in  his.strength,  and 
daily  lifted  heavy  burdens,  I  found  the  solidification  at  the  outer 
portion  of  the  left  apex,  about  an  inch  below  the  clavicle.  He  used 
the  right  arm  much  more  extensively  than  the  left,  and  there  was, 
therefore,  relative  quiescence  of  the  left  summit.  In  the  other  two 
the  solidification  was  found  in  the  central  portions  of  the  chest,  a 
little  below  the  bifurcation  of  the  primary  bronchi.  The  position 
of  the  solidification  in  these  two  iustauces  (I  excluded  syphilis)  led 
to  the  inference  that  the  lung-tissue  was  involved  in  this  particular 
situation  in  consequence  of  direct  inhalation  of  infecting  agents 
through  the  bronchial  tubes. 

Have  I  ever  found  phthisical  solidification  at  the  base  of  the  lungs? 
Yes.  I  recall  two  cases,  both  in  females,  who  laced  tightly,  and  who 
breathed  freely  with  the  upper  portion  of  the  lungs. 

Does  not  the  fact  that  women  who  breathe  with  the  upper  portion 
of  the  chest,  have  phthisis  quite  as  frequently  as  men,  invalidate  the 
idea  that  quiescence  of  the  apices  is  a  predisposing  cause  of  consump- 
tion ?  I  do  not  think  so.  If  supracostal  breathing  be  characteristic 
of  women,  as  is  believed  and  taught  by  physiologists,  it  is  a  clinical 
fact,  according  to  my  individual  observation,  that,  during  ordinary 
respiration  the  supracostal  method  is  seldom  used,  and  therefore  there 
is  induced  a  relative  quiescence  of  the  lung  apices;  indeed,  if  the 
physiologists  be  right,  the  summit  abeyance  of  movement  is  greater 
relatively  in  women  than  in  men.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  women 
should  breathe  by  the  abdominal  method,  as  is  contended  by  some 
authorities,  there  still  exists  a  relative  quiescence  of  the  summit, 
despite  the  fact  that  women  (as  I  have  repeatedly  noted)  more  readily 
assume  the  supracostal  style  of  respiration  than  men,  because  of 
women's  smaller  lungs,  weaker  muscular  system,  sedentary  habits, 
and  confinement  in-doors.  I  am  not  endeavoring  to  prove  that  a 
quiet  summit  is  the  cause  of  all  cases  of  phthisis.  I  am  simply 
trying  to  show  that  stoop  and  round  shoulders  are  a  strong,  a  promi- 
nent, predisposing  factor  for  the  inauguration  of  a  chain  of  changes 
in  the  apices  of  the  lung  structure  that  result  in  the  symptomatic 
phenomena  and  the  physical  evidences  of  the  disease  we  know  clini- 
cally as  consumption. 

The  considerations  I  have  recorded  in  this  paper  lead  Ine  to  be- 
lieve that  lung  quiescence  is  a  predisposing  factor  for  the  production 
of  phthisis ;  that  apical  quietude  determines  the  special  primary 
localizations  of  that  disease ;  that  any  measures  of  prophylaxis  against 
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or  treatment  of  consumption  that  does  not  contemplate  the  restora- 
tion to  functional  activity  of  little  used  or  unused  air-cells  is  futile, 
unscientific,  and  purely  palliative;  that  as  a  prophylactic  against 
general  ill  health  it  is  our  duty  to  instruct  our  patients  how  to  over- 
come this  bodily  deformity. 

How  can  stoop  or  round  shoulders  be  overcome?  There  are 
several  methods  of  exercise  by  which  it  can  be  accomplished.  If 
it  be  remembered  that  our  principal  object  is  not  simply  to  over- 
come the  deformity  for  the  deformity's  sake,  but  because  it  acts  as  a 
barrier  to  breathing  freely  with  the  apices,  it  will  bepeen  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  practice  deep  breathing  in  connection  with  any  move- 
ments designed  to  correct  the  faulty  body  habit.  There  are  three 
methods  by  which  the  air  vesicles  can  be  distended.  First,  by 
raising  the  shoulders,  bringing  into  play  the  extrinsic  muscles  of 
respiration ;  second,  by  movements  of  the  abdominal  muscles  and 
diaphragm,  filling  the  air-cells,  apparently  from  below  upwards; 
third,  by  filling  the  air-cells  gradually  and  pushing  the  lung  struc- 
tures out  against  the  chest-wulls.  All  three  methods  are  of  value. 
But,  at  first,  it  is  my  endeavor  to  seinire  active  apices.  I  advise  my 
patients,  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  when  they  have  upon  them 
only  their  night  robes,  to  stand  as  nearly  erec^t  as  they  can,  raise  their 
arms  vertically  above  the  head,  the  muscles  being  slightly  ten- 
sioned,  and  then  allow  the  outstretched  arms  to  fall  slowly,  almost 
by  their  own  weight,  keeping  them  inclined  backward.  This  motion  is 
repeated  several  times  at  first,  and  the  time  for  the  exercise  is  gradu- 
ally lengthened.  Later  I  have  the  patient  inspire  while  raising  the 
arms,  and  expire  while  allowing  them  to  fall. 

Another  movement  is  the  use  of  a  pole  about  a  foot  longer  than 
the  lateral  reach  of  the  two  arms  outstretched,  and,  grasping  the 
pole  in  front  of  the  body,  with  the  arms  stretched  nearly  to  their 
limit,  bringing  the  pole  over  the  head,  and  letting  the  arms  and  pole 
fall  gradually  until  the  pole  strikes  against  the  back.  This  move- 
ment is  also,  after  skill  is  shown  in  its  performance,  accompanied  by 
forced  inhalation  and  exhalation. 

Causing  the  arms^  the  muscles,  being  somewhat  tense,  to 
describe  a  complete  circle,  from  behind  forward  and  vice-verm, 
with  the  outstretched  arms  a  little  inclined  above  the  level  of  the 
shoulder,  is  a  procedure  of  value ;  as  is  also  a  side  movement  of 
each  arm  describing  a  segment  of  a  circle. 

Kaising  the  shoulders  and  rotating  the  head  of  the  humerus  in  the 
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socket,  and  making  the  backward  movement  pronounced,  is  a  good 
one. 

Swaying  the  body  from  side  to  side,  the  arms  hanging  limp  and 
swinging  from  the  body  only,  tends  to  develop  the  abdominal  ancj 
intercostal  muscles,  aids  free  diaphragmatic  movements,  and  gives 
greater  mobility  to  the  shoulders, 

All  these  movements,  and  many  more,  are  applicable  for  the  pur- 
pase  of  correcting  the  special  deformity  under  consideration.  To  all 
are  added  breathing  movements.  All  are  modified  to  suit  individual 
needs.  I  have  not,  in  any  case,  employed  violent  exercise.  I 
do  not  care  to  have  weights,  even  light  onee,  used  while  the  move- 
ments are  carried  out. 

I  regulate  the  amount  of  exercise  altogether  by  the  fatigue 
induced.  I  always  stop  short  of  pronounced  fatigue.  Many 
patients  will  complain  of  dizziness  during  the  exercise,  and  witi 
desist  on  that  account.  I  do  not  stop  the  exercise  for  this  symptom 
(due  /probably  to  an  altered  cerebral  circulation),  but  lessen  the 
number  of  movements,  gradually  increasing  them  and  finally  passing 
the  point  where  vertigo  was  at  first  produced. 

I  have  my  patient  practice  deep  breathing,  particularly  of  the 
upper  portion  of  the  chest,  sometimes  without  conjoining  it  with 
exercise. 

Where  the  stoop  shoulders  are  pronounced,  I  forbid  high  pillows, 
I  recommend  very  strongly  indeed,  in  some  instances,  the  taking  of 
lessons  in  singing,  flute  and  cornet  playing.  Some  cases  require  a 
long  time  before  an  improvement  is  observable,  and  this  is  particu- 
larly noticeable  in  persons  over  forty  years  of  age. 

I  also  enjoin  voluntary  anterior,  posterior  and  lateral  movements 
of  the  abdominal  muscles.  I  insist  that  women  shall  wear  loose 
corsets,  and  in  some  who  have  apparently  an  insuperable  objection  to 
anything  like  voluntary  exercise,  I  have  read  as  many  words  as  they 
can  with  one  breath.  They  oc*casionally  become  interested  in  the 
performance,  and  involuntarily  straighten  up  and  take  deep  breaths. 
I  then  have  a  text  from  which  I  can  preach  to  advantage. 

The  movements  I  have  here  given,  or  others  that  are  s{>ecially 
adapted  to  special  cases,  will  in  most  cases  correct  stoop  or  round 
shoulders,  if  persisted  in.  Many  of  the  Swedish  movements  are* 
specially  adapted  to  aid  in.  the  cure  of  this  deformity. 

VOL.  XXV.— 49- 
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AN  ONOSMODIUM  VIRGINIANUM  CASE. 

BY  HORACE   P.    1VIN8,   M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

(Read  before  the  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Sept.  18,  U90.} 

Mu. ,  aged  46,  consulted  me,  at  the  Ruggestion  of  Dr.  C.  M. 

Brooks,  Deceml)er  30,  1886.  His  chief  complaint  was  headache. 
The  following  history  is  taken  principally  from  the  record  made  at 
the  time. 

He  has  had  headaches  day  and  night  for  the  past  ten  years,  frontal, 
but  centres  chiefly  over  the  left  eye  and  in  the  left  temple;  worse  in 
the  dark  and  lying ;  use  of  eyes,  lights  and  noises  do  not  annoy. 
The  pain  is  usually  a  constant,  dead,  dull  ache,  but  about  four  or 
five  times  a  month  it  l>ecomes  almost  unbearable.  Sleep  very  mis- 
erable, formerly  but  about  one  and  one-half  hours  nightly,  now  a 
little  better :  can  sleep  a  little  during  the  day,  when  he  can  fall  asleep 
more  easily  than  at  night,  because  it  is  light;  the  pain  is  less  and 
day-noises  interrupt  the  flow  of  thought.  Since  the  pain  began,  ten 
years  ago,  there  has  been  but  one  instance  when  the  dull  aching 
ceased.  It  left  suddenly  one  evening  during  the  winter  of  1882,  and 
did  not  return  until  the  next  morning,  since  which  it  has  never 
ceased.  There  was  much  mental  strain  preceding  the  onset  of  the 
headache. 

Mr. is  tall,  finely  developed,  mentally  as  well  as  physically, 

weighs  about  200  pounds,  and  apparently  the  picture  of  health.  His 
suflering  dated  from  many  sleepless  nights  and  active  days,  during 
which  time  he  was  inventing  and  completing  a  complicated  and  ex- 
tensive piece  of  machinery. 

The  symptoms  pointed  to  a  very  considerable  nervous  deviation, 
and  to  the  eyes  as  a  probable  cause  of  the  continued  aggravation, 
augmented,  perhaps,  by  a  long-lasting  naso-pharyngeal  catarrh.  He 
was  wearing  R.  +  -^^  s.  and  L.  +  ^  s.,  for  reading  and  writing 
only.  The  ophthalmoscope  revealed  no  irritation  of  the  retinse  or 
other  pathological  change,  but  made  evident  the  presence  of  a  mod- 
erate hypermetropic  astigmatism,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  shadow 
•and  subsequent  tests.  Vision  equalled  |^  each  eye,  and  was  slightly 
improved  by  convex  ^  s.,  but  still  more  by  weak  cylinders.  Ho- 
matropine  revealed  the  following  refractive  error:  R.  +  ^^  c.  ax. 
80°  3  +  A  s-J  L.  +  ^  c-  ax.  105°^  3  +  A^  s.  The  combination 
prescribed  was  R.  +  :jV  c  ax.  80°  3  +  tV  s-  >  I^«  +  ^  <*•  ax.  105°  3 
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+  ij^  s.,  for  constant  use ;  this  gave  good  vision  for  reading,  and 
l^ths  for  distance.  Although  the  compound  cylinders  gave  some 
relief  and  made  all  close  work  easier  the  headaches  were  not  suffi- 
ciently modified  to  justify  the  statement,  "  a  grand  success,"  yet  the 
glasses  proved  so  satisfactory  that  they  could  not  be  discarded. 

It  was  early  thought  best  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  catarrhal 
condition.  Mild  local  treatment  was  instituted  and  constitutional 
remedies  given ;  the  latter  consisted  chiefly  of  hamamelis,  mere.  viv. 
and  jod.  rub.,  sang.  can.  and  nitrate,  bry.,  nux  v.,  rhus,  puis.,  phos., 
gels.,  ignatia,  sul.,  iris,  stram.  and  hydrast.  can.  The  catarrhal 
treatment  gave  decided  relief  to  the  naso-pharynx  and  slightly  modi- 
fied the  head  symptoms,  but  was  not  sufficient  to  cause  great  improve- 
ment. 

In  July  of  last  year  I  determined  to  try  the  efficacy  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  onosmodium  virgin,  on  No.  35  pellets.  As  this  remedy  had 
so  often  aided  the  use  of  lenses  when  not  entirely  satisfactory  I  re- 
solved to  try  it  here,  but  as  the  symptoms  were  somewhat  at  variance 
wiih  the  recorded  symptoms  of  onos.  more  doubt  thian  faith  accom- 
panied the  prescription.  The  directions  given  were  :  "  Four  pills  ' 
every  night  and  morning  for  three  days  should  no  relief  be  noted  before 
the  end  of  that  time,  otherwise  to  be  discontinued  until  the  symptoms 
again  grow  worse  or  until  improvement  stops,  when  one  dose  is  to 
be  taken."  I  considered  these  precautions  necessary  as  I  had  so 
often  seen  this  remedy  produce  drug  aggravations  in  this  class  of 

eases.   Mr. 's  subsequent  .statement  was :  "  In  the  evening,  during 

a  severe  attack,  I  took  four  pellets;  within  half  an  hour  the  pain 
left  entirely.  I  repeated  the  dose  the  next  morning  and  evening,  but 
as  the  pain  did  not  return  I  discontinued  the  medicine."  His  state- 
ment on  the  6th  of  this  month  (September,  1890)  was:  "Since  that 
time  I  have  had  no  chronic  pain,  but  have  probably  taken  the  medi- 
cine eight  or  ten  times  for  acute  attacks,  and  each  time  the  onosmo- 
dium gave  prompt  relief,  the  pain  invariably  disappearing  within 
twelve  hours;  I  generally  sleep  about  six  hours  nightly/* 

It  may  be  argued  that  this  one  case  does  little  in  the  way  of  de- 
monstrating the  usefulness  of  onosmodium,  but  as  I  have  seen  nearly 
all  of  these  symptoms  repeatedly  relieved  during  its  administration  in 
other  cxises  since  that  time,  I  feel  quite  safe  in  recommending  the 
drug  fur  the  symptoms  most  prominent  in  this  case,  and  when  pre- 
scribed, always  anticipate  decided  success,  and,  too,  after  a  few  doses, 
as  the  remedy  acts  promptly  if  at  all. 

Recapitulation, — Constant  dull  headache,  chiefly  centred  over  the 
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left  eye  and  in  the  left  temple  ;  at  times,  so  sharp  as  to  be  almost 
unendurable ;  pain  not  aggravated  by  light,  noises  or  use  of  eyes, 
but  always  worse  in  the  dark  and  lying  down  ;  all  of  which, though 
somewhat  relieved  by  the  use  of  compound  convex  cylinders,  and 
the  relief  to  a  naso-pharyngeal  catarrh,  were  not  cured  until  three 
doses  of  onosmodium  tincture  had  been  taken  at  twelve-hour  inter- 
vals, the  chronic  dull  pain  never  returning,  and  the  acute  suffering 
seldom  recurring,  and  always  soon  relieved  after  a  repetition  of  the 
drug. 

Although  a  remedy  of  great  importance,  onosmodium  has  received 
comparatively  little  notice;  there  are  few  clinical  reports,  and  even 
Gentry,  in  his  first  and  second  volumes,  seems  to  have  neglected  it 
entirely,  judging  by  hie  lists  of  remedies  noted  at  the  beginning  of 
each  volume.  On  account  of  this  scarcity  of  notice,  I  quote  some 
points  bearing  upon  the  case,  just  recorded,  making  my  selections 
from  Allen's  Handbook.  Under  "  Head,"  we  read :  " .  .  .  Frontal 
pain  over  eyes,  worse  over  l.  eye,  over  bridge  of  nose,  n  I.  eminence ; 
in  r.  eminence,  changing  to  L,  where  it  remained  ;  running  back  into 
neck  ;  heavy,  and  the  sam^  pain  in  temples  and  mastoid  region.  Pain 
in  L  temple,  sharp,  darting ^  in  L  temple,  darting,  throbbing  in  L  tanple 
.  .  .  Dull,  heavy  pains  in  L  side  and  over  L  eye,  extending  around  to 
back  of  head  and  neck,  worse  from  movement  and  jar,  forcing  her  to  go 
to  bed,  when  tliey  were  better  after  sleep,  but  returned  soon  after  waking, 
Occipitofrmital  pain  in  morning  on  waking " 

Under  "Clinical:"  "Dull  headache,  worse  in  occipital  region, 
usually  extending  down  nape  or  over  one  side  of  head,  generally; 
with  the  headache,  usually  dizziness,  and  sometimes  nausea,  and  either 
preceding  or  following  the  headache,  pain  in  or  over  the  correspond- 
ing eye,  with  stiff,  strained  sensation  in  the  eye,  worse  reading  or 
near  vision " 


IS  AMALGAMATION  POSSIBLE? 

BY  S.  LILIENTHAL,  M.D.,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
(Continued  from  October  Number). 

^^  Chloride  of  Lime  is  known  and  used  as  a  deodorizer  and  disinfec- 
tant. Kalium  chloricum  was  formerly  considered  a  specific  for 
dif^ieases  of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  mouth  or  fauces,  but  it  is 
a  dangerous  drug  and  inconstant  in  its  action.  Acidum  hydrochlori- 
cum  is  indicated   in  gastric  disorders.     Acidity  of  the  contents  of 
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the  stomach,  mostly  caused  by  butyric  and  other  fatty  acids,  does  not 
only  contraindicate  the  use  of  hydrochloric  acid,  but  is  very  often 
benefite<l  by  it  To  prepare,  in  febrile  diseases,  a  refreshing  draught, 
hydrochloric  acid  may  be  used,  as  it  also  aids  digestion  and  thus  ren- 
ders all  other  acids  unnecessary." 

What  would  Schussler  do  without  his  kali  muriaticum  and  na- 
trum  muriaticum,  and  there  is  hardly  a  remedy  which  I  prescril)e 
oftener  and  with  more  confidence  than  this  kalium  chloricum.  In 
relation  to  the  use  of  muriatic  acid  in  adynamic  fevers,  we  must 
look  for  the  stage  that  indicates  it  and  then  it  will  be  found  that 
there  is  a  vast  difference  in  the  symptoms  which  indicate  muriatic, 
phosphoric  and  sulphuric  acids.  In  all  the  chlorides  we  find  a 
scorbutic  state  of  the  blood  prevailing.  Dunham  speaks  highly  of 
chlorine  in  spasm  of  the  glottis. 

"  Bromides  ^r\A  epilepsy  go  hand  in  hand,  as  they  stop  more  or  less 
the  fits,  as  long  as  the  drug  is  taken,  which  should  always  be  done 
under  the  supervision  of  the  physician.  They  may  also  be  used  in 
many  affections  of  the  nervous  system,  as  chorea  minor,  neurasthenia, 
insomnia,  vomiting  of  pregnancy,  whooping  cough  and  in  convul- 
sive disorders." 

Abused  by  the  old  school,  it  is  too  much  neglected  by  the  new 
school,  a  fault  which  we  meet  in  our  practitioners  also  in  relation 
to  quinine  and  ciilomel.  All  the  halogens  pmduce  pseudo-mem- 
branes and  all  show  specific  effects  on  the  glandular  system.  I  always 
dreaded  pneumonia  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung,  till  I  learned 
the  symptom  of  bromine :  "  It  seems  as  if  he  could  not  get  enough  air 
in  the  chest/'  which  thus  differentiates  it  from  phosphorus  and  tarta- 
rus  stibiatus.  The  heart  symptoms  of  bromine  deserve  close  study  ; 
and,  again,  in  comparison  with  phosphorus  scrofulosis  is  another 
hint  for  brom. 

"  lodium.  In  tertiary  syphilis  and  scrofulosis,  habit  keeps  up  its 
use,  for  it  is  oflen  given  when  other  treatment  would  do  better.  The 
internal  use  of  Lugol's  solution  may  be  considered  obsolete.  Ex- 
ternally applied  it  fails  in  pleuritic  exudation  or  in  glandular  indur- 
ation, but  injected  into  cavities  and  joints,  l)eneficial  results  may  be 
expected.  Iodine  preparations  hardly  ever  do  any  good  in  tubercu- 
lous affections,  while  in  other  scrofulous  affections  it  may  be  tried  in 
combination  with  iron,  cod-liver  oil  and  good  hygiene." 

For  us,  true  croupous  affections  anywhere  in  the  respiratory  organs 
are  the  key-notes  for  iodium,  but  with  the  caution  not  to  change  the 
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remedy  too  soon  or  failures  will  follow.  Slowness,  a  kind  of  indo- 
lence is  characteristic  of  iodium  and  its  salts,  and  torpid  scrofulo- 
sis  far  more  its  field  of  action  than  florid  scrofulosis.  Marasmus 
and  cachexia,  a  desire  for  food,  which  is  not  assimilated,  call  for  it. 
The  lar^e  doses  of  the  bromides  and  iodides,  which  the  old  school 
80  liberally  prescribes,  may  be  necessary  by  their  antidotal  relations 
to  drugs  and  diseased  states ;  and  when  one  of  us  intend  to  give  it  on 
the  same  basis,  he  could  not  expect  any  result  from  potencies;  but  is 
there  ever  any  necessity  for  such  deviation  and  cannot  we  do  equally 
well  with  strictly  individualized  antipsoric  treiitnient.  Here,  espe- 
cially the  study  of  GrauvogFs  constitutional  treatment  will  be  well 
rewarded. 

"  Fluoric  acid  in  inhalation  is  recommended  in  phthisis  tubercu- 
losa and  it  is  said  to  aid  nutrition,  and  cause  disappearance  of  the 
bacilli  and  less  cough.'' 

With  us  calcarea  fluorica  takes  its  place  and  it  is  certainly  a 
splendid  drug  in  diseases  of  the  bones  and  periosteum,  with  relief 
from  cold  applications.  In  ray  practice  calcis  murias  did  me  better 
service  than  the  fluoride  of  calcium,  but  it  is  well  to  keep  both  in 
mind  in  the  treatment  of  bone  felons.  Morvan's  disease  may  be 
checked  by  their  use.  As  fluoric  acid  increases  muscular  endurance, 
we  may  thus  perhaps  understand  its  action  in  wasting  diseases. 

"  Azote  and  nitric  acid  and  laughing  gas,  amyl  nitrite  and  nitro- 
glycerine are  rei^oramended  in  angina  pectoris  (but  not  when  caused 
by  aortic  insufficiency)  and  in  epilepsy.  Nitric  acid  is  useless  when 
internally  given.  For  external  use  in  warts,  condylomata  or  phag- 
adienic  ulcers,  it  is  superseded  by  other  means." 

'  How  disdainfully  our  glonoine  is  treated,  which  certainly  produces 
sudden  and  violent  irregularities  of  the  circulation ;  how  many 
throbbing  headaches  were  quickly  relieved  by  this  gift  of  our  own 
Hering,  and  in  heat  fever  it  has  hardly  an  equal.  Its  difi^renee 
from  belladonna  is  especially  shown  in  puerperal  convulsions  from 
albuminuria  ;  it  has  not  the  bright  redness  of  the  deadly  nightshade, 
rather  a  darker  shade  prevails  from  the  oppression  in  the  brain 
overloaded  with  effete  matter.  No  use  for  nitric  acid !  Let  Pen- 
zoldt  again  study  GrauvogI ;  and  in  our  own  practice  nitric  acid 
was  always  highly  esteemed  for  its  anti-hsemorrhagic  qualities,  espe- 
cially in  typhoid  fever.  Phagadsena  means  more  than  mere  local 
death  and  the  internal  and  external  use  of  this  acid  will  stop  the 
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destructive  process,  though  there  are  other  means  to  do  it,  hence 
the  necessity  for  strict  individualization. 

"  Petroleum  ought  never  to  be  taken  internally  nor  used  externally, 
as  it  causes  gastro-enteric  and  central  nervous  symptoms;  but  par- 
affine,  vaseline,  cosmoliue  are  in  daily  use,  as  they  decompose  not  so 
easily  as  animal  fat." 

Petroleum  is  a  poison,  hence  potentization  is  necessary  to  render  it 
useful.  In  sea-sickness  it  has  been  tried,  but  I  acknowledge  failure. 
It  is  one  of  the  few  drugs  that  give  us  the  sensation  of  coldness 
about  the  heart.  Those  who  work  in  coal-oil  often  suffer  from 
eczematous  eruption,  with  fearful  itching  and  burning,  and  just  in 
similar  cases  the  internal  use  of  petroleum  has  earned  many  praises 
from  suffering  and  disgusted  patients. 

From  page  74  to  144  Penzoldt  treats  of  chemicals  which  are  to  a 
large  degree  of  very  little  use  in  homoeopathic  practice.  Soporifics 
can  mostly  be  dispensed  with,  and  antipyretics  are  of  doubtful  use, 
even  according  to  some  good  old-school  authorities.  Antipyrine  cer- 
tainly deserves  a  thorough  proving,  as  its  beneficial  action  in  neuroses 
and  in  rheumatic  affections  cannot  be  gainsaid,  and  salicylic  acid  as 
an  anti-rheumatic  has  been  adopted  by  many  physicians  of  our 
school.  Page  106  he  speaks  of  ol.  ricini  (castor  oil),  and  remarks 
that  in  certain  forms  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  where  slight  colic  precedes 
a  scanty  thin  stool,  probably  in  consequence  of  inflammatory  irrita- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  from  old  indurated  fsecal  masses,  the 
action  of  oleum  ricini  is  excellent.  In  fact  it  may  be  said  that  it 
acts  better  in  diarrhoea  than  in  constipation.  In  the  beginning  of 
dysentery  a  fairly  large  dose  acts  well,  especially  where  diarrhoea 
exists.  Such  homoeopathic  action  is  well  understood,  for  in  East 
India  ricinns  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  remedy  in  cholera  Asiatica. 

Has  the  drug  any  influence  on  bacteria?  This  seems  now-a-days 
the  chief  question  in  relation  to  the  value  of  a  drug,  and  Penzoldt 
looks  to  it  even  among  plants,  and  whatever  is  not  disinfecting  and 
deodorizing  has,  in  the  year  1890,  hardly  any  more  a  place  in  a 
materia  medica.  Thus,  he  considers  cumarin  a  mild  deodorizer,  but 
thinks  the  melilotus,  from  which  it  is  made,  perfectly  useless,  and  still 
this  clover  causes  one  of  the  most  violeat  congestive  headaches,  re- 
lieved by  bleeding,  especially  bright-red  epistaxis.  Much  has  been  said 
of  creosote  in  tuberculosis  pulmonum,  especially  in  putrid  pulmonary 
processes ;  but  its  action  is  more  than  doubtful,  and  where  it  seemed 
to  help,  guaicol,  more  pleasant  to  take,  may  take  its  place.     Lignum 
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guaico  was  formerly  prescribed  for  syphilis,  but  can  be  dispensed 
with.  Aqua  pic  is  also  thrown  among  old  lumber,  while  %te  find 
pix  liquida  an  excellent  remedy,  which  I  have  verified  over  and  over 
in  consumption  and  bronchial  catarrhs^  where  the  purulent  expecto- 
ration was  offensive  in  odor  and  taste,  and  it  is  to  l)e  noted  that  while 
in  tar  the  pain  is  referred  to  the  left  bronchus,  in  guaicum  the  pleu- 
ritic pain  is  felt  at  the  ai)ex.  We  of  the  new  school  are  really  old 
fogies ;  for  we  still  prescribe  guaicum  for  gout  and  rheumatism  when 
the  joints  have  become  distorted  by  the  concretions.  Several  marasmic 
children,  suffering  from  gastromalacia,  were  saved  by  the  internal 
use  of  creosote  30th.  Ttgte  considers  it  the  grand  remedy  in  the 
troubles  of  dentition.  In  neuralgia  from  decayed  teeth  it  needs 
some  study  to  differentiate  it  from  staphisagria.  Will  creosote  ever 
cure  carcinoma?  We  doubt  it,  but  we  agree  with  Penzoldt,  who  con- 
siders its  use  in  phthisis  a  great  aid  for  nutrition  and  to  keep  up 
strength,  and,  after  all,  what  is  carcinoma  but  an  expression  of  tuber- 
culosis during  involution. 

Aculum  benzoicum  and  benzoate  of  soda  were  old-fashioned  expecto- 
rants— reqaiesoat  in  pace.  I  wonder  whether  the  erudite  professor 
ever  smelled  or  tasted  the  urine  of  patients  who  took  it  to  raise  the 
phlegm;  for  with  us  this  strong  smell  of  horse  urine  is  one  of  the 
keynotes  for  its  employment  in  goul^  rheumatism,  etc.,  from  an  excess 
of  hippuric  acid. 

Of  camphora  Penzoldt  says  (p.  144)  that  it  is  a  powerful  stimu- 
lant for  the  depressed  activity  of  the  circulatory  and  respiratory 
organs,  and  it  is  too  often  only  prescribed  as  an  ultimum  refugium;  its 
expectorating  action  coincides  with  that  of  stimulation.  Not  a  word 
ssiid  about  the  splendid  indi(/afions  for  camphor  in  cholera,  as  Rubini 
has  shown.  While  camphora  prevents  the  collapse  in  the  early  stages 
of  dry  cholera,  charcoal  deserves  more  credit  than  of  being  a  mere 
antacid,  and  in  late  stages  of  acute  diseases,  be  they  cholera,  typhoid 
or  any  other  malignant  fever,  it  often  sustains  the  waning  powers  of 
life  till  a  favorable  change  can  be  produced.  The  worse  the  fainting 
spells,  and  the  more  the  body  becomes  icy  cold  and  bathed  in  cold 
sweat,  the  more  camphor  will  be  indicated. 

Terebinthiim  and  terebene  are  sometimes  useful  in  putrid  pulmonary 
processes,  and  internally  as  an  antidote  to  poisoning  by  Phosphorus; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Myrtol.  Some  recommend  them  in 
chronic  catarrhs  of  mucous  membranes  and  in  rheumatic  neuralgia. 

Our  school  also  recommends  terebinthina  in  infantile  capillary  bron- 
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chitis,  when  the  clogging  up  of  the  bronchi  renders  the  child  drowsy, 
with  scanty,  dark  colored  (bloody)  urination.  In  Bright's  disease 
after  scarlatina  it  saved  for  me  several  children,  after  the  failnre  of 
apis,  helleborus  and  other  remedies,  and  the  bloody  urine  was  the 
keynote  for  its  use.  In  fact,  the  renal  symptoms  of  congestion  are 
so  characteristic  that  it  may  be  prescribed  with  confidence  from  its 
urinary  symptoms,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  differentiate  terebinthina 
from  cantharis,  which  lacks  the  sluggishness  of  the  former. 

"The  glycosides  offer  a  series  of  drugs,  which  are  of  importance 
in  regulating  the  action  of  the  heart  and  of  the  bowels. 

Df<7/to/w  gives  digitalin,digitalein  anddigitoxin,andit  is  astonish- 
ing that  its  methodical  and  energetic  use  is  still  too  much  neglected. 
Its  general  indication  is  the  weak  heart  and  its  consequences.  It  is 
questionable  whether  arterial  pressure  is  always  increased  by  it, 
though  arterial  ansemia  and  venous  stagnation  usually  go  hand-in- 
hand  with  a  small  irregular  pulse,  but  the  pulse  may  also  be  regular 
and  normally  frequent  or  abnormally  rare,  and  still  digitalis  may 
be  indicated.  The  characteristic  influence  of  the  drug  in  the  picture 
of  disturbances  of  com|)ensation  in  the  activity  of  the  heart  consists 
in  the  retrogression  of  the  oedema,  of  cyanosis,  dyspnoea  and  other 
manifestations  connected  with  it,  and  the  increased  diuresis  depends 
on  increased  blood-pressure.  It  acts  best  in  insufficiency  of  the 
cardiac  muscle,  setting  in  after  over-exertion  of  the  heart  in  idiopathic 
cardiac  hy|)ertrophies.  It  acts  nearly  as  well  in  compensatory  dis- 
turbances of  secondary  hypertrophies  from  valvular  defects.  One  is 
not  sure  of  success  with  it  in  muscular  insufficiency  in  consequence 
of  renal  diseases,  and  it  fails  in  fatty  degeneration  of  the  cardiac  mus- 
cle. Extremely  doubtful  is  the  action  of  digitalis  in  the  weak  heart 
of  acute  diseases,  especially  of  pneumonia.  In  nervous  palpitations 
there  are  safer  medicines  than  the  slow-acting  digitalis.  Though  the 
weak  heart  is  the  general  indication  for  the  foxglove,  a  tense  pulse 
must  not  necessarily  be  a  contraindication,  and  in  ansemia  it  some- 
times ameliorates  in  spite  of  a  hard  pulse.  There  cannot  be  a  set 
dose,  for  it  acts  differently  on  different  people,  and  one  is  not  always 
sure  of  the  purity  of  the  drug,  and  the  accumulative  action  of  the 
drug  is  dreaded  by  many,  as  also  the  most  distressing  nausea  and 
vomiting  which  it  may  produce.'' 

So  far  Penzoldt !  Weakness  of  the  cardiac  tissues  is  also  with  us 
one  of  the  chief  indications,  and  the  slow  pulse,  or  a  feeble  pulse 
becoming  irregular  or  quick,  but  the  large  doses  often  prescribed  are 
also  often  the  cause  of  the  dilatation  of  the  heart.  Baehr  gives  digi- 
talis in  diabetes  mellitus,  but  its  action  here  must  be  more  than 
doubtful,  just  as  we  have  better  remedies  in  hepatic  afflictions.  In 
fact,  digitalis  was  never  employed  on  such  a  large  scale  by  the  fol- 
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lowers  of  Hahnemann  as  by  the  old  school,  and  all  consider  i(  a  good 
but  tricky  roraedy.  We  need  more  provings  of  strophanthus.  Whea 
Penzoldt  says,  "it  may  be  prescribed  instead  of  digitalis  when  a 
rapid  action  is  desired,"  he  fails  to  give  us  the  indication.  Adonis 
and  convallaria  have  been  partially  proved,  but  find  very  little  prac- 
tical application,  for  we  do  so  much  better  with  our  old  tried  friends, 
spigelia,  kalma,  arsenicum,  cimicifuga  and  a  host  of  others.  We 
pass  over  his  indications  for  purgatives,  for  we  have  very  little  use 
for  them. 

But  I  felt  astonished  when  he  gives  cannabis  indica  the  cold 
shoulder,  as  there  are  very  few  better  hypnotics.  According  to  him 
it  hardly  ever  gave  good  results  in  mental  alienations.  Why?  Be- 
cause strict  individualization  of  drug  action  is  neglected,  which, 
under  Indian  hemp  means  delusions  as  to  distance  and  to  time.  The 
hashisch  eater  tells  of  its  heaven  and  its  hell.  All  over-excitement 
is  followed  by  relaxation  and  this  with  the  consequent  mental  tor- 
ture; paretic  tingling  may  trouble  the  sufferer.  It  is  not  often  indi- 
cated, but  when  the  specific  delusions  are  present,  uo  other  drug  can 
take  its  place. 

The  well-known  ergotism  ought  to  have  shown  the  learned  pro- 
fessor that  midwifery  is  not  any  more  the  centre-point  for  the  use  of 
secale,  for  in  its  contractile  power  on  the  capillaries  it  has  of  late 
earned  its  greatest  laurels ;  for  its  action  on  the  vaso-motor  nerves  is 
undisputed.  Thin,  scrawny  persons,  whose  blood  has  nearly  lost 
its  coagulating  power,  is  to  us  the  keynote,  and  we  therefore  find  it 
useful  in  extreme  cases  of  gastro-enteric  affections  when  the  patient 
looks  as  if  there  were  no  moisture  left  in  the  system,  and  though  icy- 
cold  cannot  bear  to  be  covered.  He  who  saved  one  life  by  its  use, 
well  knows  that  secale  has  other  indications  besides  midwifery.  To 
differentiate  it  from  carbo  vegetabilis  seems  sometimes  diiBcult,  but 
the  symptoms  which  caused  the  collapse  differ.  Let  us  close  with  the 
two  heroes,  so  much  abused  by  the  old  school,  china  and  (/umine,  and 
opium  and  morphine.  As  an  antifebrile  drug  quinine  stands  far  behind 
antipyrine,  but  it  will  always  remain  the  great  specific  for  paroxys- 
mal attacks.  The  typical  malarial  fever  and  malaria  larvata  yield 
to  it  when  given  in  sufficient  quantities  and  kept  up  after  its  appear- 
ance, but  it  is  also  the  great  preventative  for  persons  travelling  in 
malarious  countries.  It  seems  to  be  less  effectual  in  intermittent,  per- 
nicious and  in  malarial  fever.  As  a  tonic  cinchona  bark  is  undeser- 
vedly praised  and  may  often  act  injuriously  on  digestion;  some  persons 
even  have  a  perfect  idiosyncrasy  to  any  preparation  of  china  and  its 
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alkaloids.  Homoeopathy  certainly  goes  too  often  contrary  to  allo- 
pathic notions.  To  understand  the  full  action  of  cinchona,  the  primary 
effect  must  be  differentiated  from  the  secondary  ones  according  to  the 
biological  law  of  reaction.  Hence  we  may  have  first,  digestion 
stimulated,  an  increased  appetite,  followed  by  gastric  disturbances, 
headache  and  dizziness.  To  us  china  is  the  great  remedy  for  exhaust- 
ing discharges  of  any  kind,  and  it  will  give  strength  to  the  weakened 
heart  with  its  insignificant,  irregular  pulse.  As  the  remedy  for  marsh 
miasma  we  all  acknowledge  our  fealty  to  china  and  quinine,  and  the 
more  regular  the  paroxysm,  the  more  will  it  be  indicated.  We  must 
individually  have  the  paroxysm  in  its  different  stages,  or  we  will  fail 
as  the  old  school  so  often  does  when  giving  it  for  intermittents. 
Grauvogl's  hydrogenoid  constitution  teaches  us  a  valuable  lesson  for 
such  cases  will  yield  to  the  salts  of  sodium  or  aranea  diadema,  after 
being  treated  in  vain  with  the  usual  antiperiodic  remedies.  Jousset 
and  his  French  school  taught  us  its  value  in  rheumatism  with  its 
jerking  and  pressing  pains  and  fear  of  being  touched.  To  us  china 
will  always  remain  a  tonic,  but  not  an  antipsoric,  hence  calcarea 
phosphorica  will  complement  it  in  many  cases. 

Not  a  word  about  our  niuc  vomica  in  his  book ;  he  prescribes 
strychnine  in  some  cases  of  amblyopia  and  amaurosis,  but  is  not 
very  sanguine  of  its  use  in  spinal  paralytic  affections,  though  some 
benefit  may  accrue  after  the  inflammation  had  run  its  course,  also  in 
peripheric  palsies  and  in  vesical  troubles.  It  can  well  be  spared  in 
disturbances  of  digestion,  as  there  are  better  means  for  their  removal. 
Great  Csesar  I  What  would  wje  do  without  our  nux  vomica  and 
Pulsatilla  in  gastro-enteric  troubles,  be  they  dyspepsia,  constipation, 
or  diarrhoea?  Why  we  cannot  get  along  without  them  when  indi- 
cated. How  many  a  catarrhal  fever  was  strangled,  as  it  were, 
by  a  suitable  dose  of  nux  vomica.  We  agre6  with  Penzoldt  that 
nux  and  strychnine  find  more  indications  during  the  active  states  of 
spinal  affections  than  when  paralysis  eomes  ^  a  final  and  too  often 
incurable  state. 

Last,  but  not  least,  opium  and  morphium.  Who  would,  who 
could,  treat  human  sufferings,  without  opium,  .that  God-given  drug? 
So  spoke  Hufeland  nearly  a  century  ago,  and  the  same  blessing  is 
called  upon  it  by  both  schools,  and  still  its  abuse  has  done  as  much 
harm  essentially  as  it  has  palliatively  given  relief.  We  feel  pleased 
that  Penzoldt  here  individualizes  and  wants  morphine  only  used  for 
such  pains  where  it  removes  the  cause  which  produces  or  keeps  up 
the  pain  or  aft^er  the  failure  of  all  other  treatment. 
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Its  chief  indication  is  spa^^tnodic  contraction,  as  in  colic,  lead- 
colic,  gastralgia  from  scars  or  spasmodic  retention  of  calculi.  1.  Euth- 
anasia must  and  can  be  procured  by  morphine  and  in  incurable  dis- 
eases to  relieve  is  already  a  great  boon.  2.  Insomnia,  if  caused  by 
pain,  but  when  in  consequence  of  psychical  unrest,  the  recently  in- 
vented hypnotics  are  preferable.  3.  Mental  alienation,  furor  melan- 
cholia, mania,  delirium  tremens.  4.  Convulsions  and  spasms.  It 
does  less  in  motory  irritation  than  when  the  sensory  nerves  are 
affected  and  it  may  be  of  benefit  in  tetanus;  lyssa.  5.  Asthma  ner- 
vosum, as  it  relaxes  the  bron(?hial  spasms ;  in  a  purely  expiratory 
dyspnoea  it  is  injurious.  6.  The  same  may  be  said  in  relation  to 
cough.  In  hseraoptoe  its  quieting  effect  may  be  made  use  of.  7. 
Digt»stive  disturbance'*;  opium  can  only  be  indicated  in  diarrhcea after 
the  removal  of  the  faecal  masses  about  and  really  decomposing,  and 
it  may  be  therefore  advisable  to  give  a  laxative  before  resorting  to 
opium.  In  constipation  and  colic  the  stagnating  fseces  are  often 
hurried  onward  after  failure  of  purgatives  ;  in  ileus  it  may  also  be 
indicated.  In  perforation  and  in  haemorrhage  of  the  intestines 
opium  per  os  and  per  rectum  is  our  only  safe  guide.  8.  Opium, 
morphine  and  codeine  are  recommended  in  both  forms  of  diabetes, 
though  often  transitory  benefits  only  result  therefrom.  Apomorphine 
is  a  most  suitable  emetic,  especially  subcutaneously,  and  in  very 
small  doses  it  is  an  excellent  expectorant. 

Some  may  feel  astonished  that  so  many  of  these  indications  also 
hold  good  under  homoeopathic  principles,  for  we  may  prescribe  it 
for  that  extreme  susceptibility  to  pain  which  threatens  convulsions 
or  at  least  twitching  and  jerking  of  the  limbs.  To  us  the  second- 
ary effect  of  distension  of  bloodvessels,  the  full  and  slow  pulse, 
the  purple  face,  the  stertor  of  breathing,  the  blowing  puffing  of  the 
cheeks,  the  coma  and  the  palsy,  are  hints,  of  which  the  old  school 
failed  to  make  any  use,  and  no  matter  what  the  name  of  the 
disease  may  be  in  infancy  or  in  senility  when  we  meet  this  com- 
plex of  symptoms  opium  is  indicated.  In  bloated  drunkards  and 
their  ailments,  with  their  disordered  vital  force,  it  is  sometimes 
the  needed  tonic  to  tide  them  over  the  danger  spot.  We  also  may 
give  it  for  colicky  pains,  but  only  when  there  is  great  bloatedness, 
and  the  passage  of  flatus  gives  no  relief,  just  as  we  may  use  it  for 
the  relief  of  strangulated  hernia  or  intestines,  though  nux  and 
plumbum  may  be  more  closely  indicated.  The  mental  symptoms  of 
opium  are  for  us  mighty  useful  hints. 

How  can  it  be  possible  to  work  for  a  union  of  all  schools  as  long  as 
the  dominating  and  domineering  school  refuses  to  be  taught  the  princi- 
ples which  underlie  the  practical  application  of  the  law  of  simi- 
larity.    It  is  most  astonishing  that,  though  their  learned  men  accept 
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iodividualizatioD  in  relation  to  patientand  disease,  though  thej  make 
physiological  experiments  on  dumb  animals  and  try  to  reach  conclu- 
sions from  autopsies,  still  to  individualize  the  drug  so  tlmt  it  may  be 
differentiated  from  its  compeers,  still  remains  a  prime  desideratum. 
When  Penzoldt  (page  198)  puts  belladonna,  hyoscyamus  and 
stramonium  under  one  heading,  all  we  can  do  is  to  pity  them  that 
they  do  not  try  to  do  better.  They  must  learn  from  us;  they  must 
be  forced  to  listen  to  the  rules  and  regulations  by  which  our  materia 
medica  was  worked  out ;  they  must  compare  their  provings  on  ani- 
mals with  our  provings  on  living  rational  beings;  they  must  listen 
to  the  appeals  of  their  progressive  teachers  ;  their  students  must  be 
instnucted  in  the  application  of  substitutive  medicine,  and  when  this 
becomes  an  accomplished  fact  then  we  might  consider  it  worthy  to 
drop  our  sectarianism.  Till  then  I  say  with  friend  Helmuth :  I  am 
proud  to  be  a  sectarian. 


CLINICAL  NOTES  ON  THE  USE  OF  ALSTONIA  CONSTRICTA. 

BY  W.  0.  DIETZ,  M.D.,  HAZLETON,  PA. 
(Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.) 

Case  I. — Miss  M.,  set.  23,  came  under  my  care  four  years  ago, 
with  the  following  history:  Has  always  been  a  pale  delicate  girl, 
subject  to  frequent  fainting  spells.  Commenced  to  menstruate  at  the 
age  of  14,  without  much  trouble,  and  has  continued  to  do  so  regularly 
ever  since.  Had  frequent  attacks  of  suddenly  losing  her  voice.  Had 
been  under  allopathic  treatment  for  long  periods. 

SUitus  quo  at  the  time  she  came  under  my  notice. — Pale,  emaciated ; 
complained  of  great  debility.  Weak  feeling  in  whole  abdomen  ac- 
companied by  a  dragging  sensation  as  though  everything  would  escape 
through  the  vulva;  nausea  in  the  mornings  on  getting  up;  has  to  lie 
down  again  to  prevent  vomiting;  frequent  fainting  spells,  especially 
after  her  menses.  Very  despondent ;  thinks  she  will  die.  The  pale 
face  flushes  up  from  the  least  excitement  (has  taken  iron  ad  nauseam). 
Appetite  always  poor ;  the  food  seemed  to  remain  undig&sted  in  the 
stomach  for  a  long  time.  Tongue  coated  white,  with  very  red  edges. 
Frequent  attacks  of  cramps  in  the  stomach  after  midnight.  Diar- 
rhoea, with  stool  of  undigested  food,  immediately  after  eating;  has 
to  leave  the  table  before  finishing  her  meal  (ferr.).  Urine  normal, 
sp.  gr.  1.018,  acid  reaction,  and  containing  neither  albumin  nor 
sugar.     Frequent  attacks  of  palpitation. 

I  commenced  the  treatment  with  pulsatilla,  and  gave  successively 
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sepia^  lilium  tig.,  aletris,  sulphur,  aloe,  and  natrurn  mur.,  giving 
each  remedy  a  fair  trial,  with  varying  success,  relieving  symptoms 
for  a  time,  to  reappear  again  with  renewed  force ;  so  that,  at  the  end 
of  a  year,  my  patient  was  not  much,  if  any,  better  than  when  she 
first  came  under  treatment.  I  now  put  her  on  alstonia  const.  Ix,  a 
dose  every  three  hours.  In  a  short  time  improvement  manifested 
itself,  and  continued  uninterruptedly,  so  that  at  the  end  of  another 
year  she  had  changed  from  the  pale  sickly  girl  to  a  stout  healthy 
woman.  Only  occasionally  does  she  feel  a  return  of  the  dragging 
sensations  in  her  abdomen,  but  a  few  doses  of  her  remedy  always 
reh'eve  her. 

Case  II. — Miss  S.,  set.  22,  about  four  years  ago,  while  nursing  a 
near  relative  during  a  prolonged  illness,  commenced  to  be  troubled 
with  a  yellowish-brown  leucorrhoea,  very  weakening,  and  soon  fol- 
lowed by  a  dragging  and  bearing-down  sensation  in  the  uterine  re- 
gion, making  walking  quite  painful,  and  at  times  almost  impossible. 
Crreat  deal  of  lumbar  backache.  Shooting  and  throbbing  pains,  at 
other  times  an  aching  in  right  ovarian  region,  which  is  painful  on 
pressure.  Menses  dirty-brown,  accompanied  by  cramping  {mins  in 
the  uterus,  and  always  preceded  by  diarrhoea.  Has  been  treated  by 
a  noted  gynecologist  in  one  of  our  eastern  cities,  who  made  local 
applications  of  Churchhill's  tincture  of  iodine,  and  other  similar 
measures,  without,  however,  producing  any  lasting  beneficial  results 
to  the  patient,  who  c«me  under  my  care  about  a  year  ago,  with  the 
above  symptoms  still  persisting,  and,  in  addition,  complaining  of 
great  debility,  with  nausea  in  the  mornings  on  awakening.  She 
presented  a  florid  api^earance,  fairly  well  nourished,  and  has  always 
enjoyed  an  excellent  appetite.  x'hysieal  examination  revealed  a 
greatly  anteverted  uterus,  cervix  eroded,  with  the  objective  symp- 
toms of  endocervicitis.  Tenderness  in  the  right  iliac  fossa.  Aletris, 
calc.  phos.,  bell.,  kreos.,and  nitr.  ac,  all  seemed  to  benefit  the  case, 
without,  however,  bringing  about  a  radical  change  for  the  better. 
About  three  months  ago,  I  put  her  on  alstonia  const.,  uhich  she  has 
taken  steadily  ever  since,  with  the  following  result:  The  morning 
nausea  left  her  very  soon  ;  the  dragging  sensation  and  bearing-down 
in  hypogastrium,  as  well  as  the  leucorrhoea,  have  well  nigh  ceased 
entirel};.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the  pain  in  the  right  ova- 
rian region,  which  remains  the  same,  she  considers  herself  nearly 
well.  The  diarrhoea,  also,  did  not  make  its  appearance  before  the 
last  menses.  The  uterus,  although  movable,  still  remains  in  its 
anteverted  position. 

Case  III. — Mrs.  G.,  set.  28,  mother  of  three  children.  *  About  a 
year  ago,  during  prolonged  lactation,  commencefl  to  have  sore,  ach- 
ing pains  about  the  heart,  with  great  soreness  of  the  gastric  region, 
which  is  sensitive  to  pressure.  She  came  under  my  observation 
about  two  months  ago,  with  the  following  symptoms:  Constant  dis- 
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tress  in  region  of  stomach,  a  feeling  as  though  something  was  lying 
there  which  should  be  removed,  worse  a  few  hours  after  meals.  Oc- 
casionally, an  empty  gone  feeling  in  pit  of  stomach.  Sharp,  shoot- 
ing pains,  extending  from  the  left  side  of  stomach  through  to  the 
back.  At  the  moment  she  falls  asleep,  she  starts  up  suddenly, 
becomes  wide  awake,  with  violent  palpitation  of  the  heart  and 
throbbing  in  bloodvessels,  accompanied  by  a  numb  sensation  of  the 
tongue  Pulse  84,  soft,  compressible.  Patient  looks  thin  and  pale, 
and  has  been  overworked  with  family  cares.  After  taking  alstonia 
for  six  weeks  she  informs  me  that  she  is  entirely  relieved  of  all  her 
symptoms. 

Case  IV. — Mrs.  W.,  set.  56,  ill-nourished,  scrawny-looking; 
complains  for  some  time  of  great  weakness,  especially  mornings. 
Empty,  gone  feeling  in  stomach,  <  towards  evening.  A  sore,  swol- 
len feeling  in  right  ovarian  r^ion ;  dragging-down  sensation  in 
hypogastrium.  Has  taken  lots  of  allopathic  mixtures.  Alstonia 
cured  promptly. 

Case  V. — Miss  K.,  aet.  25,  dark  brunette,  very  active.  Has  com- 
plained, off  and  on,  for  years,  of  a  dragging  sensation  in  the  uterine 
region.  For  the  last  six  weeks,  frequent  attacks  of  nausea,  with 
empty  gone  feeling  in  pit  of  stomach,  generally  brought  on  when 
exerting  herself.  Alstonia  relieved  the  latter  symptom  at  once, 
without  a  return  since. 

Case  VI. — Mrs.  B.  set.  32,  a  hardworking  woman,  of  rather  small 
size,  though  fairly  well  nourished,  and  the  mother  of  four  children, 
youngest  three  years  old ;  has  suffered  from  simple  prola|)sus  literi 
for  years;  otherwise,  enjoys  good  health,  except  occasional  attacks 
of  intercostal  neuralgia ;  bearing  down,  with  weak,  empty,  gone 
sensation  in  pit  of  stomach.  Aletris  relieved  at  first  but  symptoms 
returned — it  failed  to  bene6t  the  case.  Gave  alstonia,  which  speedily 
relieved  her,  and  there  has  not  been  a  return  since,  now  nearly  a 
year. 

I  could  cite  more  cases,  but  the  above  will  suffice  to  call  attention 
to  a  remedy  which  will  prove  useful  in  a  class  of  disorders,  especially 
in  those  peculiar  to  women,  which  frequently  prove  quite  rebellious, 
even  under  the  most  carefully-conducted  treatment. 

In  the  absence  of  extended  and  reliable  provings,  and  by  the  light 
of  my  own  experience  with  this  remedy,  I  consider  the  following 
symptoms  as  characteristic  for  its  employment: 

1.  Great  debility,  with  loss  of  appetite  and  weak  digestion.  Tongue 
generally  coateil  a  dirty  white,  especially  toward  the  base,  although 
it  may  be  clean.  Debility  appears  to  be  the  key-note  for  the  employ- 
ment of  this  remedy,  if  dependent  on  a  lack  of  digestive  power  of 
the  stomach,  or  else,  assimilative  power  of  the  system  at  large.  In 
debility  of  a  purely  nervous  type,  it  has  failed  entirely;  nor  has  it 
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proved  of  marked  benefit  in  the  prolonged  depression  of  the  system 
following  severe  cases  of  la  grippe. 

2.  Nausea,  <  mornings  before  breakfast,  or  at  irregular  times,  es- 
|)ecially  when  de|)ending  on  reflex  irritation  due  to  disturbances  of 
the  {)elvic  organs.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  given  it  a  trial  in  the  nausea 
and  vomiting  of  pregnancy,  but  shall  do  so  at  the  first  opportunity. 

3.  An  empty,  gone  feeling  in  the  stomach,  or  else  in  the  whole 
abdomen,  coming  at  irregular  times,  and  generally  associated  with 
bearing  and  dragging  down  sensations  in  the  hypogastrium. 


A  CASE  OF  REMITTENT  FEVER,  WITH  HiEMORRHAGIC  COMPLICATIONS. 

BY  O.  MAXWELL  CHRISTINE,  A.M.,  M.D.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

(Read  before  the  Homceopathlc  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  PennsylTania.) 

The  two  fevers,  remittent  and  typhoid,  having  in  their  gross  or 
suj)erficial  aspects  some  features  in  common,  it  has  been  suggested 
that  I  make  a  case  which  came  under  my  notice  and  which  aptly 
illustrates  this  statement,  the  subject  of  a  paper  for  this  Society.  I 
am  furthermore  prompted  to  do  so,  because,  upon  the  surface  it  has 
enough  features  about  it  to  warrant,  seemingly,  the  diagnosis  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  and  not  that  which  was  made — remittent  fever  with 
hsemorrhagic  complications. 

The  ditlerential  diagnosis  of  these  two  diseases  is  an  easy  one  in 
typical  cases  ;  but  disease,  of  whatever  character,  will  not  always  as- 
sume the  typical  character,  and  hours,  and  days,  and  sometimes  years, 
will  be  spent  in  anxious  watching  for  such  a  grouping  of  disease- 
manifestations  as  will  permit  us  to  know  their  source.  Not  every 
disease-  manifestation  is  open  to  the  senses  of  the  observer,  but  it  often 
remains  hidden,  for,  as  year  after  year  goes  by  and  the  various  helps 
to  diagnosis  are  given  to  the  physician  for  his  use,  we  find  these  hid- 
den 6ym])toms  coming  forth  to  be  matters  of  knowledge.  Ignorance, 
as  applied  to  medicine,  is  a  comparative  term,  for  it  will  never  be  in 
the  grasp  of  man  to  know  all  concerning  disea.se,  and  we  censure, 
and  will  be  censured,  for  errors  in  diagnosis  according  to  the  light 
given  us  by  which  to  be  guided.  Our  knowledge  concerning  both 
remittent  and  typhoid  fevers  is,  no  doubt,  environed  within  narrow 
confines,  particularly  appearing  to  be  so  when  we  conceive  of  the  |)08- 
sibilities  of  future  investigators.     Whilst  within  the  past  decade,  in 
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particular,  a  certain  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  respect- 
ing these  fevers,  it  is  likewise  true  that  they  have  not  been  rid  of  that 
mystery  which  has  ever  puzzled,  and  for  long  time  will  continue  to 
puzzle  the  physician,  and  therefore,  to  a  proportionate  extent,  baffle 
his  treatment* 

The  question  naturally  arises  in  this  connection :  Will  a  period 
ever  arrive  when,  by  some  means  certainly  not  now  definitely  and 
absolutely  kuown,  disease  will  be  identified  at  the  hour  or  day  of  its 
inception,  or  even  at  any  time  during  its  course  ?  If  such  a  fortunate 
period  ever  does  arrive,  it  will  be  when  the  disease-cause  is  possible 
of  identification.  At  present,  we  must  be  content  with  little  more 
than  the  accumulation  of  symptoms,  and  in  their  grouping  and  an- 
alysis, with  the  approximate  determination  of  their  cause.  Bacteri- 
ology has,  undoubtedly,  taken  the  advance  step  in  this  disease-indi- 
vidualization.  Even  now,  bacteriologists  claim  to  be  able  to  arrive 
at  a  true  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  disease  in  their  asserted  dis- 
covery of  b&cteria  special  to  many  diseases,  and  microscopists  pre- 
sent strong  claims  for  having  done  much  toward  the  identity  of 
disease.  If  they  have  succeeded  in  so  doing,  even  in  one  disease, 
they  have  materially  added  to  the  power  of  the  physician  over  dis- 
ease. 

A.  B.  C,  a  lad  of  thirteen  summers,  lived,  in  the  year  1888,  in  a 
house  which  had  been  condemned  by  the  Board  of  Health  on  account 
of  sauitary  defects.  Together  with  a  companion,  my  patient  playe<l, 
as  boys  will  do,  in  the  yard  of  the  house,  digging  the  soi!,  though  it 
gave  ofi^  with  every  shovelful,  the  odors  of  the  contained  fsecal  dis- 
charges which  a  long  while  before  had  escaped  from  the  privy-well 
into  the  earth.  While  at  Lake  George,  in  1888,  he  developed  ma- 
larial symptoms,  which  lasted  indefinitely  throughout  the  summer 
and  fall  months  into  the  winter.  In  the  middle  of  December,  he 
he  was  in  bed  with  an  attack  of  follicular  tonsillitis,  which  lasted 
several  days.  After  this,  he  was  comparatively  well  until  January 
17th,  when  he  went  to  bed  with  a  fever,  for  which,  for  a  few  days, 
he  was  given  home  remedies.  On  the  19th  I  was  summoned.  There 
was  a  history  of  a  chill  at  noon,  followed  by  a  sweat,  with  complete 
intermission  in  the  mornings,  upon  which  basis  I  made  a  diagnosis 
of  intermittent  fever.  For  six  days  after  I  had  been  called,  the  in- 
termissions continued,  when  they  gave  way  to  remissions.  From  this 
time  forward  the  disease  continued  for  six  weeks. 

Following,  is  the  chart  of  the  temperature  and  bowels.  No  record 
of  the  pulse  is  given  in  the  chart,  that  being  below  100,  even  at  the 
time  of  the  highest  fever,  except  at  the  period  of  hemorrhage. 

As  we  study  the  chart,  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  com- 
prehending the  intermittent  character  of  the  fever  up  to  the  23cl,  the 
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type  being  quotidian.  The  temperature  was  almost  normal  on  the 
24thy  and  in  the  p.m.  may  have  been  above  normal,  as  on  previoos 
days  at  a  corresponding  hour.  The  temperature  was  nearly  normal 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  also,  but  in  the  p.m.  theie  will  be  no- 
ticed a  rise  took  place  to  102J°.  Up  to  this  point,  a  period  of  seven 
days  under  my  care,  and  of  three  or  four  days  previous,  the  fever 
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was  decidedly  intermittent.  During  this  time,  reference  to  the 
nurse's  memoranda  shows  the  pulse  to  have  been  from  90  to  100. 
The  appetite  was  good ;  the  bowels  were  constipated,  moving  once 
under  an  injection  ;  the  boy's  spirits  were  good,  and  the  noon  chill, 
while  marked,  was  not  severe. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  there  was,  contrary  to  expectation,  no 
intermission  of  the  fever,  but  a  temperature  of  100°  took  its  place, 
increasing  to  102f°  at  noon,  and  to  103°  in  the  p.m.  The  next  day 
there  was  a  similar  rise  of  the  morning  fever  and  a  higher  evening 
fever.     The  morning  remission  and  evening  exacerbation  continued 
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with  more  or  less  variation  until  the  30th,  when  there  was  a  decline 
in  the  fever  both  morning  and  evening.  The  tem|>erature  went 
down  to  98°  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst.  But,  thereafter,  the  fever 
continued  to  the  4th  of  the  next  month  (February),  when  it  again 
began  to  show  an  inclination  to  abate;  but  on  the  8th  it  again  began 
to  rine  in  the  P.M.,  continuing  at  about  100°  /in  the  a.m.  until  the 
12th,  when  it  began  steadily  to  rise  both  morning  and  afternoon. 
This  rise  of  temperature  continued  until  the  15th. 

This  gives  the  fever  curve  for  four  weeks  of  the  lad's  sickness.  I 
will  pause  here  to  relate  the  other  symptoms  from  the  period  of  first 
remission. 

Had  the  thermometer  not  been  used  during  this  period,  from 
January  25th  to  February  12th  or  13th,  the  detection  of  fever  would , 
have  l)een  impossible.  The  skin  was  natural  and  generally  moist. 
The  tongue  was  moist  and  slightly  doated,  and  of  a  bluish-gray 
color.  The  eye  was  bright;  the  cheeks  rarely  flushed;  the  pulse 
ranging  at  100,  of  good  quality  and  volume.  There  was  no  de- 
lirium, sleep  was  good,  and  the  lad  usually  awakened  in  the  morn- 
ing'refreshed.  The  appetite  was  good,  but  it  was  kept  under  bounds, 
the  diet  being  a  "  typhoid  regimen."  There  were  no  tympanites,  no 
right  iliac  fossa  tenderness,  and  no  tenderness  at  any  part  of  the 
abdomen  except  on  the  28tH,  when  slight  tenderness  existed  in  the 
left  abdomen  over  the  colon.  On  the  27th,  the  lad  vomited  curdled 
milk ;  the  nrine  had  a  8|>ecific  gravity,  at  this  date,  of  1022 ;  no 
albumin.  On  the  29th,  the  patient  was  remarkably  bright,  the  pulse 
was  88,  and  the  prospects  for  a  speedy  resolution  were  good.  On  the 
30th,  the  bowels  moved  by  injection ;  fcsoes  were  dark  in  color,  but 
of  normal  consistency,  and  had  no  offensive  "  typhoid  odor."  The 
pulse  was  80  on  February  2d;  the  bowels  were  again  moved  by  in- 

i*ection.  On  the  5th,  the  patient  complained  more  than  usual  of  chil- 
iness.  Bowels  moved  again  on  the  6tb ;  fseces  normal  in  odor,  dark 
in  color  and  normal  in  consistency.  Pulse  88  on  the  11th  ;  bowels 
moved  this  day  by  injection.  On  the  12th,  vomited  about  half- 
ounce  of  bile,  and  vomited  again  in  two  hours  thereafter.  I  had  a 
consultation  on  this  day  with  Dr.  A.  R.  Thomas.  On  the  14th, 
vomited  half-cup  of  bile;  no  albumin  in  the  urine  ;  pulse  100.  On 
the  15th,  the  urine  was  dark  and  slightly  albuminous,  and  had  shreds 
of  blood  in  it;  there  was  cough,  with  slimy  and  slightly  bloody  ex- 
pectoration, and  there  was  a  profuse  sweat;  the  tongue  was  slightly 
dry  and  brown  (the  first  departure  from  the  moist  blue-gray  char- 
acter it  had  ever  before  assumed). 

The  diagnosis  of  the  disease  up  to  January  2&th  was  easily  made 
of  intermittent  fever,  but  on  the  cessation  of  intermissions  there  had 
to  be  a  differentiation'  established  between  typhoid  and  remittent 
fevers.  Careful  and  laborioiis  examination  was  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  an  identity  of  the  disease  with  typhoid  fever, 
but  the  tests  failed  in  every  respect.     In  nearly  every  particular, 
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however,  the  diagnosis  of  remittent  fever  was  supported.  In  this 
diagnosis  Dr.  Thomas  agreed*  In  support  of  this  diagnosis  was  the 
following:  Non-conformity  of  the  fever-curve  with  the  typical 
typhoid  fever-curve,  or  with  any  undoubted  typhoid  fever-curve ; 
the  l)eginning  intermittent,  and  subsequent  remittent,  character  of 
the  fever;  the  absence  of  delirium  and  all  other  nervous  phenomena; 
no  "dull,  heavy,  throbbing,  persistent  frontal  headache;  twitching 
of  muscles;  tickling  of  throat;  ringing  in  ears;  deafness;  mind 
stupid  ;  "  no  bleeiling  of  the  nose  ;  no  abnormality  in  the  quality  of 
the  pulse;  no  uniformity  in  the  fever  manifestations;  no  sordes;  no 
trembling  of  the  tongue  nor  coating  on  it  characteristic  of  typhoid ; 
urine  non-albuminous,  heavy,  &s  usual  in  malarial  conditions;  no 
diarrhoea,  but  constipation,  the  stools  normal  in  character,  at  times 
bilious;  no  tympanites,  but  abdomen  depressed;  gastric  disturb- 
ance, and  the*  little  one-day-existing  abdominal  distress  referable  to 
the  colon;  no  splenic  involvement;  vomiting  of  bile;  no  rose-colored 
spots  nor  sudamina. 

Yet,  l)eginning  with  the  12th,  the  morning  and  evening  fever 
steadily  arose,  and  there  was  sufficient  justification  in  the  inquiry  as 
to  whether  the  case  was  not  typhoid,  masked  or  modified.  But  on 
the  16th  and  17th,  improvement  became  marked  in  some  respects, 
and  the  diagnosis  was  still  made  of  remittent  fever.  On  the  first  of 
these  dates  there  was  vomiting  of  bile,  with  gastric  and  hepatic  un- 
easiness. In  the  evening  the  nurse  reported  the  pulse  to  have  weak- 
ene<l  for  awhile  and  the  patient  to  have  been  restless,  an  unusual 
symptom.  The  next  day,  the  17th,  Dr.  Thomas  and  I  found  the 
pulse  good  in  volume  but  frequent,  difficulty  in  voiding  urine,  and 
vomiting  of  mucus  and  bile.  In  other  respects,  the  lad  appeared  to 
do  well,  though  the  fever  stood,  at  12  M.,  at  102f  °.  The  abdo- 
men was  still  depressed,  and  no  uneasiness  was  manifested  in  that 
part. 

At  2  o'clock  of  the  same  day,  however,  a  large  haemorrhage  of 
the  bowel  took  place  without  warning,  another  at  4.20,  and  others 
at  4.38,  6,  7,  7.30,  8,  9,  10, 11  (p.m.),  1.45, 2  (a.m.),  and  three  others 
at  hours  not  recorded,  making  a  total  of  fifteen.  Collapse  became 
profound,  and  the  utmost  and  prolonged  efforts  at  resuscitation  were 
necessary  from  the  time  of  the  first  haemorrhage  to  several  hours 
after  the  last  to  save  the  patient's  life.  The  lad  rallied,  however, 
and  on  the  6th  of  March  had  the  last  symptom  of  fever. 

These  intestinal  haemorrhages  had  been  inaugurated  by  slight  evi- 
dences of  blood  in  the  urine  for  several  days,  and  by  streaks  of  blood 


1890.]  A  Oaae  of  Moiistroaity.  773 

in  the  expectoration.  It  is  in  these  haemorrhages  that  the  case  is  so 
interesting,  furnishing  one  of  those  cases  which,  while  purely  mala- 
rial in  character,  have  one  symptom  commonly  associated  with 
typhoid  fever  and  apt  to  put  doubt  upon  the  diagnosis  of  malaria. 
The  hemorrhages  in  this  case  were  doubtless  due,  not  to  glandular 
changes,  but  to  mucous  congestion,  a  common  symptom  in  malarial 
fevers  of  prolonged  issue,  but  one  not  frequently  of  the  magnitude 
and  fortunate  result  described  above. 


k  CASE  OF  MONSTROSITY. 

BY  C.   A.   YOCUM,   M.D.,   POTTSTOWN,   PA. 

(Being  an  Abstract  of  a  Paper  read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania.) 

On  August  20,  1 889,  I  was  engaged  to  attend  Mrs. in  her 

approaching  confinement*  Nothing  unusual  was  noted  at  the  time, 
except  an  abnormal  distension  of  the  abdomen.  On  September  3d  she 
was  taken  in  labor.  The  presentation  was  by  the  face.  Successful 
efforts  were  made  to  convert  this  into  a  vertex  presentation,  but  on 
the  return  of  severe  labor  pains  the  head  resumed  its  former  presen- 
tation. Continued  labor  pains  impacted  the  head,  and  made  the  use 
of  the  forceps  necessary.  Several  futile  attempts  to  deliver  with  the 
aid  of  these  instruments  were  made.  I  then  sent  for  a  consultant. 
No  homoeopathic  physician  being  obtainable,  an  allopath  was  called 
in,  and  he,  after  making  an  examination^  essayed  to  put  on  the  for- 
ceps. In  attempting  to  introduce  the  female  blade  he  met  with  such 
great  resistance  that  he  used  great  force  and  produced  considera- 
able  hsDmorrhage.  His  manipulations  were  such  as  to  make  me 
very  much  dissatisfied  with  his  assistance,  so  I  determined  to  seek 
other  counsel.  During  my  absence  he  continued  his  efforts  with  the 
forceps,  and  when  I  and  my  new  consultant  arrived,  we  found  the 
woman  in  a  dying  condition.  We  now  performed  version,  and  after 
great  difficulty  succeeded  in  bringing  down  both  feet  and  delivering 
as  far  as  the  hips.  As  a  last  resort,  the  legs  of  the  child  were  tied 
together  with  a  towel,  and  by  continued  and  persistent  manipulation 
and  traction  we  finally  succeeded  in  delivering  the  child.     We  then 
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learned,  for  the  first  time,  the  cause  of  the  difBcult  labor, — a  de- 
formity of  the  foetus.  The  force  used  in  delivery  had  broken  the 
occipital  bone.  The  mother  died  one  hour  after  delivery,  notwith- 
standing persistent  efforts  at  stimulation. 


I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  monstrosity  in  detail.  The 
accompanying  photograph  of  it  will  give  a  l)etter  idea  than  I  could 
in  words.  Sufficient  it  is  to  say  that  the  deformity  consisted  of  an 
absence  of  the  cervical  vertebrae,  the  occipital  bone  articulating  with 
the  first  dorsal  vertebra,  being  firmly  fixed  to  it  at  an  angle  of 
about  60°. 

I  have  often  questioned  whether  proper  treatment  at  the  right 
time  would  have  saved  the  mother;  whether  it  would  have  been 
possible,  under  the  circumstances,  to  have  saved  her  life.  The  de- 
formity was  certainly  of  a  character  well  calculated  to  mislead  the 
obstetrician.  Had  it  been  recognized  in  the  beginning,  we  might 
have  performed  craniotomy. 

Many  who  have  examined  the  photograph  remark  that  the  child 
resembles  a  lion  in  appearance.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  state 
that  the  mother  was  frightened  by  a  lion  during  the  fifth  month 
of  her  pregnancy. 
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FERRUM  PICRICUM  IN  DEAFNESS. 

BY  ROBERT  T.  COOPER,  M.D.,  LONDON,  ENGLAND. 
(PhyslcUii,  DlaeMM  of  Ear,  London  Homoeopathic  Hospital.) 

M188  F.  A.  9.y  a  District  Visitor^  aged  32,  living  in  Chelsea,  was 
sent  to  me  on  May  2d,  1890,  with  deafness.     Her  history  ran  thus  : 

As  a  child  had  deafness,  which  followed  upon  diphtheria,  but  was 
cured  by  the  late  Dr.  William  Harvey,  and  within  the  last  five  years 
has  again  been  getting  deaf,  bat  very  much  worse  the  last  eighteen 
months.  Was  born  in  India,  and  has  suffered  from  her  liver  a  good 
deal.     Deafness  began,  she  supposes,  with  a  cold. 

Symptoms. — Not  much  tinnitus ;  headache,  when  tired,  across  the 
forehead  and  in  the  eyeballs ;  tonsils  and  back  of  throat  feel  uncom- 
fortable, but  this  I  attributed  to  a  small  superficial  chronic  abscess  on 
the  upper  surface  of  the  right  tonsil,  and  which  burst  while  under 
examination. 

Deafness  is  worst  in  damp  weather,  and  also  when  easterly  winds 
prevail.  Hearing  for  watch,  R.,  2 J  inches;  L.  (the  worst),  barely 
1  inch.  What  was  particularly  striking,  was  the  patient's  jaundiced 
—chronically  jaundiced — appearance,  and  this,  together  with  symp- 
toms of  weak  digestion,  confined  bowels,  and  bad  appetite^  led  me, 
without  further  inquiry  to  give  ferrum  picricum  3d  dec.,  seven  drops 
to  ^  oz.  of  water,  and  five  drops  of  this  thrice  daily.  In  a  fortnight 
she  returned  to  say  she  had  been  very  much  better  the  first  week, 
and  then  had  a  good  deal  of  worry,  which  put  her  back,  and  now, 
her  throat  feels  uncomfortable,  but,  even  so,  her  hearing  is  greatly 
improved,  and  she  feels  generally  much  stronger  and  better.  Hearing 
distance,  R.,  30  inches;  L.,  9  inches.  I  advised  a  continuance  of 
the  ferr.  pier.  3x,  one  dose  every  night  at  bed-time,  and  to  discon- 
tinue treatment  after  ten  or  twelve  days  of  this.  Within  the  last 
fortnight  (September  26th,  1890)  I  heard  from  her  friends  that  she 
was  perfectly  well. 

The  indication  here  was  the  decided  hepatic  complication,  and  the 
overpowering  effect  of  fatigue;  and  when,  along  with  this  liver- 
sluggishness,  we  find  a  circulation  that  is  not  broken  down  by  senile 
degeneration,  we  may  safely  look  for  a  speedy  cure  of  the  deafness 
by  the  ferrum  picricum. 

Among  other  symptoms  that  call  (or  ferr.  picricum,  is  a  great  sense 
of  weight  and  oppression  about  the  r^ion  of  the  heart,  due,  in  some 
oases,  to  mitral  valve  disease,  and  an  oppressed  feeling  low  down  in 
the  right  side,  as  if  from  myalgia  and  pleurodynia  combined,  but 
diffused,  and  not  merely  concentrated  in  the  submammary  regions  as 
are  purely  ovarian  pains. 
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EDITORIAL 


MEDICAL  LEGISLATION  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  AND  HOMCEOPATHY. 

In  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  for  October  18th,  appears 
an  editorial  bearing  the  title  '^  Medical  Examiners  and  the  Homceo- 
paths/'  While  the  writer  thereof  is  evidently  actuated  with  fair- 
minded  motives,  we  feel  obliged  to  differ  from  him  in  his  conclusions. 
He  states  in  most  positive  terras  his  friendliness  to  a  medical  law 
which  shall  place  the  licensing  of  physicians  in  the  hands  of  a  board 
of  medical  examiners,  the  selection  of  such  board  to  be  made  by  the 
governor  of  the  State  without  regard  to  school  of  practice.  In  other 
words,  he  is  willing  that  the  governor  shall,  untramelled  by  restric- 
tions in  the  law,  appoint  all  homoeopaths^  all  allopaths  or  all  eclec- 
tics, as  his  feelings  may  prompt  him  to  do;  or  he  may  divide  the 
appointments  equally  or  unequally  among  the  three  medical  sects. 
This  position  sounds  very  nice  on  paper,  but  practically  it  will  not 
work,  because  if  the  governor  should  perchance  (and  it  will  odiy  be 
a  chance)  give  the  majority  of  appointments  to  any  other  school,  or 
even  schools,  than  the  allopathic,  the  law  will  at  once  become  highly 
objectionable  to  the  self-styled  "regular*'  members  of  the  latter  sect. 

Our  contemporary  refers  to  the  fact  that  many  members  of  bis 
school  dread  the  enactment  of  a  medical  examiners'  bill  because  it 
enforces  a  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the  homoeopathic  school.  This 
dread  does  exist,  and  not  only  that,  it  is  wide-spread.  We  but  re- 
cently heard  a  prominent  allopathic  surgeon,  well  known  for  his 
bigoted  conduct  towards  homoeopaths,  raise  objections  to  such  a  law 
because  the  self-styled  regular  members  of  the  board  would  be  com- 
pelled to  affix  their  signatures  to  the  licenses  of  homoeopathic  phy- 
sicians, such  action  on  their  part  being  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
teachings  of  the  code  of  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. While  he  was  making  this  speech  he  gave  strong  evidence  by 
his  manner  that  he  would  not,  unless  actually  compelled  to  do  so, 
sign  such  a  license. 

The  editor  of  the  JReporter  then  directs  attention  to  the  fact,  which 
also  is  strictly  true,  that  the  homoeopaths  stand  in  fear  of  an  asso« 
ciation  with  the  allopathic  examiners  on  the  board;  that  is  to  say, 
they  dread  unfair  treatment  of  homoeopathic  applicants  by  the  allo- 
pathic members  of  the  board.     Let  us  ask  if  past  events  do  not  jus* 
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tify  us  in  entertaining  just  such  fears  ?  At  the  same  meeting  at  which 
the  eminent  surgeon  made  the  speech  above  referred  to,  another  prac- 
titioner actually  proclaimed  that  homoeopaths  were  not  deserving  of 
the  slightest  protection  at  the  hands  of  the  law ;  that  if  he  had  his 
way  he  would  have  every  homoeopathic  physician  in  the  land  in  jail 
inside  of  twenty-four  hours.  We  even  believe  that  he  would  have 
had  every  believer  in  homoeopathy  in  jail  also  if  prison  accommoda- 
tions could  have  been  obtained.  Another  physician,  at  another 
meeting,  said  that  '^  every  homoeopath  should  be  hanged  by  the  neck 
until  he  was  dead  three  times."  But  Dr.  Dulles  will  at  once  say 
that  these  men  are  exceptions  to  the  more  intelligent  members  of  his 
profession.  We  say  that  they  are  not  exceptions ;  they  are  only 
bolder  in  the  expression  of  their  opinions.  We  call  to  mind  a  promi- 
nent specialist  (allopathic)  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  who  refuses  to 
meet  homoeopaths  in  consultation.  Yet  that  man  will  examine  the 
patient  of  a  homoeopathic  physician  providing  the  homoeopath  is  not 
present,  and  give  an  opinion  in  writing  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  the 
head  of  the  family.  In  other  words,  that  man  is  fully  aware  of  the 
bigotry  of  the  code  which  forbids  his  association  with  homoeopaths 
in  consultation ;  and  yet  he  stands  so  in  fear  of  the  discipline  of  his 
profession  that  he  allows  himself  to  bow  down  to  bigotry  and  preju- 
dice. Let  such  a  man  be  appointed  a  member  of  a  mixed  board  of 
medical  examiners,  and  although  it  may  be  his  intention  to  act  fairly, 
yet  when  he  has  once  been  appointed,  the  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  him  by  the  mass  of  his  profession  will  lead  to  unfair  treatment 
of  homoeopaths  on  his  part.  In  other  words,  he  does  not  own  him- 
self; he  is  the  slave  of  others. 

Dr.  Dulles  says  that  the  measures  proposed  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Homoeopathic  State  Society  of  Pennsylvania  are  thoroughly 
impracticable;  that  what  was  proposed  has  never  been  carried  out 
and  never  will  be.  The  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Homoeopathic  Society  recommended  that  a  law  be 
enacted  that  would  fix  the  standard  of  preliminary  education  before 
admission  to  medical  colleges.  Is  that  provision  impracticable,  and 
is  it  not  just?  No  one  will  object  to  it  except  the  faculties  of  such 
collies  as  have  been  accepting  as  students  men  \^ho  were  unfitted 
to  begin  the  study  of  medicine.  Such  a  law  will  lessen  their  in- 
comes, and  self-interest  will  prompt  them  to  object  Another  pro- 
vision made  by  the  State  Society  was  that  the  medical  collies 
should  be  under  State  supervision.  Is  there  any  thing  impracticable 
in  that? 
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Our  esteemed  contemporary  is  desiroas  that  we,  as  a  school,  shall 
give  a  support  to  a  law  providing  for  a  board  of  medical  examiners. 
This  we  can  never  do  while  the  act  creating  such  board  provides  for 
the  power  of  licensing  homoeopathic  physicians  being  placed  in  the 
hands  of  allopathists.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  legislative  com- 
mittees of  the  various  allopathic  societies  agree  to  a  bill  which  shall 
give  to  homoeopathists  the  exclusive  privilege  of  licensing  applicants 
of  their  own  school,  then  will  they  receive  our  support  in  their 
efforts  at  passing  a  medical  examiners'  bill.  » 

We  must,  however,  express  as  our  belief  that  such  a  law  will  not 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil.  Men  may  pass  most  excellent  exami- 
nations before  college  faculties  and  medical  examining  boards,  and 
yet  in  after  life  exhibit  but  little  ability  as  physicians.  Worse  than 
that ;  having  obtained  a  diploma  or  a  license,  as  the  case  may  be, 
they  become  mere  money  makers,  never  studying,  never  increasing 
their  store  of  knowledge.  What  law  can  reach  such  men  but  one 
that  shall  provide  for  a  selection  of  men  eligible  to  medical  student- 
ship. It  is  really  men  of  that  class  who  constitute  the  ignoramuses 
of  the  profession  to-day. 

In  closing,  let  us  suggest  that  if  the  allopathic  sect  really  wishes 
to  elevate  the  professional  standard,  it  should  follow  the  example  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  Let  the  American  Medical 
Association  withdraw  its  indorsement  from  all  collies  that  do  not 
uphold  a  minimum  attendance  upon  lectures  of  three  years,  and  that 
do  not  provide  for  a  certain  curriculum.  Furthermore,  said  Asso- 
ciation should  make  ineligible  to  membership,  both  in  it  and  its  de- 
pendent county  and  State  societies,  all  physicians  graduated  from 
colleges  that  do  not  uphold  the  Association's  standard. 


HOMEOPATHY  IN  THE  SOUTH. 

HoMOBOPATHY  has  not  flourished  in  the  South  as  it  has  in  the 
North,  in  the  East  and  in  the  West,  chiefly  for  the  reason  that  other 
fields  have  been  more  inviting  and  because  that,  up  to  the  present 
decade,  the  advent  of  the  stranger  within  her  sunny  borders  was  not 
a  matter  of  rejoicing  on  the  part  of  her  inhabitants.  Progress  has 
since  waved  her  wand  over  this  attractive  section  of  our  country, 
and  the  South  has  awakened ;  she  has  shaken  off  the  lethargy  that 
enthralled  her^  and  she  now  stands  a  giant  astonished^  and  astonish- 
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ing  the  world,  at  the  vastness  of  her  resources.  The  hum  of  industry 
breaks  the  deathly  stillness  of  her  valleys  and  mountain  slopes.  The 
welcomed  stranger  pours  into  her  domain  from  every  State  and  coun- 
try, and  we  have  now  a  new  South — ^active,  energetic  and  progress- 
ive, with  a  future  that  is  dazzling  the  world.  Energy,  industry  and 
homoeopathy  go  hand  in  hand.  Our  pioneers  and  missionaries  are 
anxious  to  become  of  these  people  and  to  settle  in  their  midst. 

But  they  are  amaze<l  by  being  confronted  with  State  class  legisla- 
^{'on.that  is  infamously  proscriptive.  Alabama  would  repudiate  with 
indignation  any  attempt  to  throttle  religious  liberty,  and  yet  she  has 
permitted  her  allopathic  physicians  to  betray  her  into  destroying 
medical  liberty.  The  people  coming  into  this  State  may  bring  their 
ministers  and  their  lawyers,  but  they  are  denied  the  choice  of  their 
physicians.  Only  the  arrogant,  self-styled  "  regular  "  doctor  is  wel- 
comed to  Alabama — so  says  her  statute  book.  What  a  burning  dis- 
grace this  law  is  to  the  fair  fame  of  the  brightest  star  in  the  Southern 
constellation !  What  are  we  homoeopaths  to  do  to  awaken  Alabama 
to  a  sense  of  her  injustice  ?  There  are  at  present  but  twelve  or  fifleen 
of  our  number  in  the  State.  These  men  are  making  an  heroic  effort 
to  regain  and  maintain  their  just  rights  and  liberty.  They  are  now 
calling  for  help.  They  need  assistance.  They  are  fighting  for  life 
c^ainst  overwhelming  odds.  Their  Southern  colleagues,  who  are 
menaced  by  the  same  condition  that  now  confronts  the  homoeopaths  of 
Alabama,  are  responding  nobly  to  the  ap|)eal  of  the  distressed.  But 
they  are  few  in  number,  they  are  weak  in  their  own  States,  and  their 
resources  are  not  equal  to  the  demand,  no  matter  how  willingly  or 
how  generously  they  respond.  What  then  can  the  North,  the  East 
and  the  West  do  to  inspire  zeal,  to  impart  new  strength  and  courage 
to  our  southern  associates  in  their  battle  for  medical  liberty  and  tol- 
eration? On  the  12th,  13th  and  14th  of  November,  1890,  the 
Seventh  Annual  Session  of  the  Southern  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Association  will  meet  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
counsel  together,  and  to  map  out  plans  for  future  action.  The  Asso- 
ciation, through  its  journal,  the  Southern  Journal  of  Homosopaihy, 
has  issued  an  earnest  appeal  for  the  attendance  and  the  support  of 
their  northern,  eastern  and  western  colleagues  who  are  interested  in 
the  growth  and  development  of  homoeopathy  in  the  South.  Yoa 
can  attend  this  meeting;  in  fact,  as  a  homoeopath ist,  you  are  duty* 
bound  to  attend  ;  and  many  of  us  can  go  if  we  will  give  ear  to  duty's 
call.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  the  pioneer  does  not  cry  in  vain  to  us  for 
help.     If  the  time  is  too  short  to  prepare  a  paper  on  a  medical  or  legis- 
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lative  topiC|  go  without  one.  The  sympathy  and  support  of  your 
presencse  alone  will  be  of  incalculable  value.  The  inspiration  of 
numbers  will  enthuse  our  southern  oonferrees;  and  the  effect  of  a  large 
and  determined  meeting  upon  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
will  be  to  catch  the  tide  of  public  opinion  at  its  flood  and  lead  on  to 
victory^ — to  the  establishment  of  a  liberal  medical  law  in  Alabama. 


THE  HAHNEMANN  HOSPITAL,  PHILADELPHIA. 

Tuesday,  October  21,  1890,  was  a  red-letter  day  in  the  Homoeo- 
pathic history  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  a  day  of  celebration,  the 
occasion  being  the  opening  of  the  New  Hahnemann  Hospital,  situ- 
ated on  Fifteenth  Street  north  of  Race.  This  structure  completes  a 
magnificent  group  of  buildings  (see  frontispiece)  occupying  the  full 
length  of  an  old  Philadelphia  square,  or  what  is  equivalent  to  two 
New  York  blocks.  The  hospital,  practically  three  buildings  in  one. 
together  with  the  structure  which  is  devoted  entirely  to  the  treatment 
of  out-patients,  and  the  college  building  on  Broad  Street  above  Race, 
make  up  what  is  conceded  to  be  the  handsomest  and  most  completely 
appointed  institution  of  its  kind  in  America.  The  capacity  of  the 
hospital  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  beds,  which  in  an  emergency  can 
be  doubled,  as  in  following  the  teachings  and  precepts  of  sanitation 
and  hygiene  twice  the  ordinary  floor  space  has  been  allowed  to  each 
bed.  It  was  eminently  proper  that  celebrated  jurists  and  renowned 
divines  should  join  with  the  physicians  in  the  dedicatory  exercises, 
and  help  emphasize  the  lesson  of  the  gala  day — that  a  handful  of 
determined  spirits,  energetic  and  persistent,  with  an  effective  organi- 
zation, can  accomplish  mighty  results  and  reap  luxuriant  prosperity. 
«For  thirty-seven  years  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  Hos- 
pital occupied  the  old  church  property  and  factory  building  on 
Filbert  and  Cuthbert  Streets ;  these  served  their^  purpose  well  until 
the  Centennial  year,  with  its  inspiration  for  greater  things,  disturbed 
the  even  tenor  of  her  way.  For  eight  years  the  Faculty,  as  a  unit, 
and  a  number  of  the  trustees  endeavored  to  find  ways  and  means  to 
improve  their  condition,  with  a  uniform  lack  of  success.  In  1883 
the  college  authorities  suddenly  realized  that  future  success  demanded 
new  and  commodious  accommodations  and  that  the  one  way  to  secure 
them  was  to  go  to  work  and  build  at  once.     Despairing  of  harmon- 
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ADDENDUM  TO  EDITORIAL  ON  MEDICAL  LEGISLATION  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 
AND  HOMCEOPATHY. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  for  October  18th,  1890, 
and  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Associationy  for  November 
1st,  1890,  quote  Dr.  Joseph  Price  as  saying,  when  discussing  the 
use  of  the  uterine  sound  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia 
County  Allopathic  Medical  Society,  that  it  was  '^a  common  method 
of  determining  the  existence  of  pregnancy,  particularly  among 
homoeopaths ! " 

What  claims  can  such  an  individual  have  for  the  appellation  of 
gentleman  who  will  go  out  of  his  way  to  use  such  an  unnecessary 
and  unwarranted  piece  of  mud  slinging ;  what  should  be  thought  of 
a  so-called  scientific  society  that  will  be  entertained  by  such  an  ont- 
rageous  lie ;  or  journals  that  will  respect  their  school  so  little  as  to  give 
circulation  to  such  a  piece  of  blackguardism.  If  Dr.  Price  did  say 
this,  don't  you  respect  your  society  and  your  school  enough  to  sup- 
press it  in  the  abstract  of  a  discussion  ?  It  certainly  savors  of  ap- 
proval and  enjoyment  on  the  part  of  the  Reporter  and  the  Journal. 
And  yet  you  talk  of  examining  boards  composed  of  men,  presumably 
of  this  type,  who  shall  impartially  examine  graduates  of  homoe- 
opathic colleges! 
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izing  the  differences  of  Trustees,  the  Faculty  picked  up  its  valuable 
museum^  tucked  its  charter  under  its  arm  and  with  its  treasury^ 
without  one  dollar  of  treasure,  shook  the  dust  of  nearly  half  a  century 
from  its  feet  and  started  in  search  of  a  new  home.  It  took  true 
American  grit,  without  one  dollar  in  the  treasury,  to  contract  for  a 
lot  of  ground  costing  $104,000,  and  requiring  an  immediate  pay- 
ment of  $1000,  and  three  weeks  later,  $20,000  in  cash,  to  get  pos- 
session, yet  the  results  have  justified  the  faith  and  courage  of 
these  men.  In  the  first  year  $23,000  was  collected ;  this  was  a  good 
starter;  it  showed  what  could  be  done,  and  it  has  been  constantly 
improved  upon;  during  the  past  ten  months  of  the  present,  or 
eighth  year,  over  $115,000  have  been  gathered  together.  This 
speaks  for  itself,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  there  has 
been  no  one  great  contribution,  but  that  it  has  been  made  up 
of  iunumerable  comparatively  small  donations.  In  the  past  eight 
years  the  friends  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  Hospital 
have  collected  the  vast  sum  of  $345,834,  and  with  this  money  a 
great  college  and  hospital  have  been  erected  that  reflects  both  honor 
and  credit  upon  our  profession. 

The  appointments  of  this  now  completed  institution,  even  in  the 
most  minute  detail,  show  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt,  the  greatest 
care,  the  most  discerning  judgment  and  an  excellence  of  good  taste ; 
and  whereas  great  credit  is  due  to  all  \^ho  have  worked  for  this  end, 
the'honors  rightly  belong  to  Dean  Thomas  and  Registrar  James; 
what  these  men  have  sacrificed  to  bring  this  immense  undertaking  to 
the  finished  success  it  stands  to-day,  they  alone  know,  and  they  alone 
can  appreciate. 

The  furnishing  of  the  buildings  was  lefl  entirely  to  the  Board  of 
Lady  Managers.  The  manner  in  which  this  important  part  of  the 
work  has  been  done  tells  the  story  that  every  thing  has  received 
their  personal  supervision  and  that  nothing  has  been  left  to  chance ; 
the  visitor  is  at  once  impressed  that  here  at  last  is  a  hospital  fur- 
nished in  the  simple  elegance  and  with  perfect  taste  that  charac- 
terizes the  home  of  refinement. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  the  profession  to  know  that  thirty  hand- 
somely furnished  rooms,  in  a  building  entirely  separated  from  the 
general  wards,  have  been  provided  for  private  patients.  It  is  the 
intention  that  these  rooms  shall  be  under  the  complete  control  of 
physicians  who  may  desire  to  treat  their  private  cases  at  the  hos- 
pital. 
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STBrcHNiA  A8  AN  Antibpabmodic— Prof.  Moritz  Benedict,  of  Vienifa,  treated 
a  ca.se  of  chorea  major  in  a  young  girl  for  a  long  time  without  getting  any  beoeficial 
result,  hut  finally  called  to  mind  Trouaseau's  recommendation  of  strychnia  aubni- 
trate  (0.1  for  30  pills,  8  to  5  being  taken  daily).  The  drug  was  given  and  the  patient 
cured.  This  action  of  the  drug  seemed  to  benedict  p^iuioxical,  though  he  had 
taught  for  a  long  time  that  paralysis  and  spasms  are  not  antitheses,  and  that  irrita- 
tion of  the  same  central  or  peripheral  systems  causes  spasms,  whose  de^tnictioa  gives 
rise  to  paralysis,  and  that  Korooerg  made  a  mistake  in  calling  such  affections  (spas- 
modic (hyper kineses).  Spasms  are  rather  symptoms  of  diseased  central  or  penph- 
eral  systems  which,  in  a  strict  sense,  have  nothing  to  do  with  voluntary  motion.  In 
most  cases  of  spasmodic  affections  we  do  not  have  to  deal  with  states  of  irritation 
in  these  central  or  peripheral  systems,  but  far  more  with  lack  of  development, 
atrophy  or  destructive  processes  in  these  systems.  It  need  not  astonish  anybody, 
then,  that  a  drug  which  produces  spasms  in  the  healthy  also  cores  spasms  when 
caused  by  a  diminution  of  the  nutrition  of  these  systems. 

Strychnia  also  acts  well  in  a  nervous  affection  which  has  hitherto  refused  to 
yield  to  other  remedies,  namely,  paralysis  agitans. — AUgem.  Med,  CerUr.  Zatuing^ 
67,  1890. 

Atropine  as  an  Antidotb  to  Cyanide  of  PoTAasiUM  Poisoning.— A  yoang 
man  took  a  considerable  quantity  of  cyanide  of  potassium  with  suicidal  intent.  To 
make  assurance  doubly  sure,  he  followed  it  with  a  large  dose  of  atropine.  He  made 
a  rapid  recovery,  and  was  well  the  following  day,  though  nothing  was  done  for  him 
to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  two  poisons.  Atropine  should  be  home  in  mind 
as  a  possible  antidote  to  cyanide  oi  potassium. — Doutch.  Med,  WockeMckr,,  56, 
1890. 

Paralysis  Agitanb. — In  his  consideration  of  this  subject,  Bergherini,of  Padaa, 
says  that  heredity  plays  an  important  part  in  the  etiology  of  the  affection.  In  a 
family  of  nine,  between  the  ages  of  60  and  84  years,  seven  suffered  from  paralysis 
agitans,  and  three  of  their  descendants  had  the  same  disease  Some  cases  apparently 
originate  spontaneously  as  a  result  of  slowly  progressive  changes  in  the  nervous 
centres.  Severe  mental  shocks,  traumatisms  and  rheumatism  may  also  be  mentioned 
as  causes.  A  characteristic  of  the  tremor  is  its  irregularity.  Sometimes  it  is  so 
severe  that  the  patient  cannot  take  food,  while  at  other  times  the  patient  csn,  by  a 
strong  exercise  of  the  will-power,  restrain  it  for  a  time.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
tremor  becomes  much  stronger  after  its  attempted  voluntary  control  is  abandoned. 
Such  patients  can  write  fairly  well,  but  an  explosion  follows  the  act.  S|)eaking 
becomes  tiresome ;  the  pulse  and  respiration  remain  normal ;  the  temperature  is 
slightly  increased  ;  sensioility  is  normal ;  the  sensations  of  heat,  of  which  so  many 
complain,  may  be  caused  by  modifications  of  the  capillary  circulalion.  The  tendon 
reflexes  and  electro-muscular  irritability  are  reduced.  The  urine  shows  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  sulphates  and  phosphates,  and  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  urea  elimi- 
nated. Post-mortem,  Bergherini  found  sclerosis  of  the  pons,  medulla  oblongata  and 
spinal  cord.  The  j>athological  changes  were  found  in  both  gray  and  white  matter, 
though  especially  in  the  former.  In  the  white  substance  of  the  cord,  the  anterior 
and  lateral  motor  tracts  were  especially  affected.  The  spinal  roots,  especially  the 
anterior,  the  peripheral  nerves,  the  sympathetic  nerves  and  the  muscles  showed  a 
proliferation  of  the  interstitial  connective  tissue,  with  partial  atrophy  of  the  proper 
substance  of  the  nerves  and  muscles.    The  entire  arterial  capillary  network  of  the 
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nenre  centres  and  of  the  peripheral  nerres  showed  dilatation,  aneurismic  enlarge- 
ment and  infiltration  of  their  walls.  Paralysis  agiuns  may,  therefore,  be  considered 
an  organic  disease  of  the  nervous  system  closely  related  to  the  phenomena  of 
senility,  though  traces  of  it  are  occasionally  found  in  youth.  It  is  always  a  slowly 
progressive  disease,  leading  finally  to  a  fatal  issue. — CfentralU,  fUr  NerveTikeilkunde, 
August,  1890. 

Functional  Affections  of  the  Gastbo-Intbbtinal  MuBci.EB.~The  gastro- 
intestinal muscles  possess  two  mechanical  qualities:  (1}  tonic,  to  resulate  the  calibre 
of  Uie intestines;  and  (2)  peristaltic,  to  move  forward  the  intestinal  contents.  Their 
activity  may  be  disturbed  in  two  ways:  (1)  atony,  insufficient  tone  from  relaxation 
of  the  muscles  and  enlargement  of  the  calibre  of  the  intestines;  and  (2)  hyper- 
tonicity,  excessive  tone  giving  rise  to  spasm  and  contracture,  thus  narrowing  the 
calibre  of  the  intestines.  Disturbances  of  peristalsis  appear  according  as  acceler- 
ating or  retarding  influences  emanating  directly  from  tne  cerebro-spinal  centres  or 
by  reflex  action  may  set  in.  These  troubles  may  be  manifested  by  hyperkinesis 
(increased  peristalsis)  leading  to  diarrhoea,  or  by  akinesis  ^retarded  peristalsis)  lead- 
ing to  more  or  less  obstinate  constipation.  Dissociation  between  tne  anomalies  of 
the  intestinal  tonus  and  the  peristalsis  may  exist,  so  that  the  intestines  may  be  atonic 
and  the  peristalsis  normal  or  even  excessive,  or  there  may  be  hypertonus  associated 
with  tardy  and  languid  peristalsis.  The  latter  form,  hypertonus  with  akinesis,  is 
mostly  found  in  neurasthenic  patients  with  enteroptoeis.  With  atonic  intestines, 
akinesis  usually  exists,  but  intermittent  hyperkinesis  is  possible.  In  such  cases  the 
stomach  is  often  atonic.  The  type  of  such  patients  with  neuro-muscular  disturb- 
ances of  the  intestines  is  seen  in  persons  sufiering  from  constipation  with  prominent 
abdomen,  and  sufiering  ofi*  and  on  from  diarrhoea  and  dilatation  of  the  stomach. 
Where  the  intestines  are  habitually  hypertonic  the  stomach  is  mostly  atonic.  This 
we  meet  in  neurasthenic  patients,  with  flat  abdomen  and  retracted  intestines,  sufier- 
ing from  obstinate  constipation,  but  easily  reactina;  to  a  mild  laxative.  When  the 
stomach  is  atonic  without  akinesis,  we  meet  general  atonic  dilatation,  often  with  good 
digestion ;  or  there  may  be  atony  with  akinesis  in  connection  with  dyspepsia,  gas- 
tral^ia,  flatulence,  pyrosis,  etc.,  on  account  of  the  stasis  of  food  and  abnormal  for- 
mation of  chyle.  In  normal  tonus  with  akinesis  we  may  meet  dyspepsia,  but  not 
dilatation.  Intestinal  spasms  with  diarrhoea  may  lead,  in  acute  cases,  to  a  transitory 
obstruction  with  painful  distension.  Disturbances  of  tonus  are  less  dangerous  than 
are  those  of  peristalsis.— X'  Urdon  Med^  28, 1890. 

Degeneration  of  the  Heart  in  Diphtheria. — Mossier  and  Rosenbach  found 
in  their  patients  who  died  from  diphtheria,  more  or  less  extensive  degeneration  of 
the  muscular  substance  of  the  heart,  especially  marked  in  the  vicinity  of  the  endo- 
and  pericardium.  (Ertel  found  in  cases  of  severe  diphtheria  bloody  extravasations 
and  accumulations  of  cells  between  the  cardiac  muscular  fibres.  When  death  took 
place  from  cardiac  paralysis  the  organ  was  soft  and  friable,  the  muscular  fibres  being 
found  in  a  state  of  advanced  fatty  degeneration.  In  infectious  diseases,  Guttman 
found  parenchymatous  dulness  of  the  muscular  fibres,  but  no  myocarditic  foci.  In 
Prof.  Orth's  clinic  there  were  held  last  winter  thirteen  autopsies  on  patients  dying 
of  diphtheria,  and  in  which  Schemm  noticed  the  following  changes  in  the  heart : 
Fatty  and  granular  d^eneration  of  the  muscular  fibres,  swelling  and  decrease  of 
the  nuclei,  slight  hyaline  degeneration  and  atrophy ;  the  connective- tissue  some- 
what increased,  and  in  some  cases  the  cardiac  muscle  interspersed  by  blood  extrava- 
■ations.  Age  did  not  seem  to  exert  any  particular  influence  on  the  intensity  of  the 
phenomena  presented ;  they  were  found  in  the  young  and  the  old  alike.  Of  greater 
influence  was  the  duration  of  the  disease.  The  most  t^evere  degenerations  were 
found  in  those  in  whom  the  disease  had  lasted  from  ten  to  eighteen  days :  and  the 
slightest  in  cases  that  succumbed  early  from  laryngeal  stenosis.  The  changes  in 
the  heart  did  not  bear  any  relation  to  the  changes  in  the  lungs.  Many  cases  of 
broncho- pneumonia  showed  no  changes  in  the  heart;  others  showed  no  pneumonia 
but  a  high  grade  of  cardiac  d^eneration.  The  fever  cannot  be  assumed  to  be  the 
cause  of  the  cardiac  complication,  for  in  most  cases  the  temperature  did  not  go  very 
high ;  and  in  the  worse  cases  the  temperature  remained  normal  throughout  the 
entire  course  of  the  trouble.  Orth  calls  this  state  a  myocarditU  parenehymatoBa  aeu 
deaeneratita,  and  savs  that  it  may  be  found  in  grave  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
other  than  diphtheria.— ^%eiii.  Med,  Centr,  2^ung,  63, 1890. 

A  New  Disease. — Ehler  observed,  at  the  clinic  of  Prof.  Charrin,  two  children 
who  safifered  from  a  very  peculiar  disease.    Both  patients  suffered  from  high  fever 
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and  diarrhoea ;  the  urine  wqs  highly  albnminous.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  the  disease, 
namerous  large  blisters  filled  with  sero-punilent  blue  matter  appeared.  Examina- 
tion showed  that  it  was  the  bacillus  pyocyanus  that  caused  this  bluish  ooloratioD. 
One  of  the  children  died ;  at  the  post-mortem  examination  this  microbe  was  found 
in  the  blood  removed  from  the  heart.  Similar  cases  were  observed  by  Neumann, 
of  Berlin,  in  two  patients  who  died  from  grave  enteritis  and  with  intestinal  hemor- 
rhages. Blue  pus  has  been  found  several  times  in  febrile  diseases,  especially  in 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  joints. — AUgem,  Med,  OaUr.  ZeUung,  20. 

Medicated  Soaps. — Eichhoff  in  treating  of  this  subject  says  that  medicated 
soaps  are  indicated  in  all  aflections  in  which  the  skin  is  rich  in  fat,  either  in  asso- 
ciation with  an  excessive  deposit  of  fat  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissues  or  with 
the  normal  or  increased  secretion  of  fat  from  the  sebaceous  and  sudiferous  glands. 
The  soap  forms  an  emulsion  with  the  superfluous  cutaneoos  fiat,  and  this  is  readily 
removea  by  hot  water.  Let  us  remember  also  that  only  sosps  can  penetrate  into 
the  recesses  of  the  cutaneous  glandular  organs  where  the  parasites  usually  dwell. 
To  treat  dermatoses  with  soap,  then,  is  more  eflTectual  than  with  salves;  it  is, 
furthermore,  more  cleanly,  cheaper  and  safer.  Medicated  soaps  may  be  (1)  alka- 
line, with  a  plus  of  free  alkali;  (2)  neutral,  in  which  all  the  alkali  is  combined 
with  a  fatty  acid  ;  (3)  acid  soaps.  Eichhoff's  soap  treatment  consists  (1)  simple 
washing  with  soap;  (2)  rubbing  in  of  the  lather  with  woollen  rags;  (3)  allowmg 
the  foam  to  dry  in;  (4)  fixing  the  foam  by  an  impermeable  bandage.  All  this 
can  be  combined  with  massage,  and  these  together  will  do  good  service  in  the 
ti*eatment  of  rheumatoid  affections,  neuralgise  and  the  removal  of  small  tumors  and 
exudations.  To  a  well  prepared  soap  Eicfihoff  adds  lanoline  two  per  cent.,  and 
olive  oil  three  per  cent.  Soap  should  consist  of  three-fourths  pure  tallow  and  one- 
fourth  olive  oil,  which,  with  the  necessary  quantity  of  soda  lye,  constitutes  the  base 
of  all  medicated  soaps  In  obstinate  prurigo  universalis  the  author  witnessed  most 
excellent  results  from  the  use  of  a  five  per  cent,  menthol  soap.  Asa  hygienic 
soap  for  universal  use  in  health  he  recommends  thymol  soap,  two  per  cent.  In 
many  chronic  skin  affections  he  used  a  soap  containing  three  per  cent  of  menthol 
and  five  per  cent,  of  eucalyptol. —  VoUemann^a  Klin,  VortT(%ge. 

Cardio-vasculaji  Vertigo  a.nd  Its  Treatment. — ^Thisform  of  vertigo  is  often 
found  at  the  onset  of  arterio-scleroeis,  the  symptom  complex  being  that  of  cerebral 
thrombosis.  In  the  beginning  the  patient  complains  of  ill-defined  symptoms,  hardly 
severe  enough  to  require  him  to  consult  a  physician.  It  is  a  trouble  not  infrequently 
met  with.  The  vertigo  of  arthritic  and  rheumatic  patients,  or  those  occurring  in 
consequence  of  excessive  indulgence  in  alcohol,  tobacco,  etc,  belong  to  this  class. 
Prophylaxis  is  the  main  element  in  treatment. 

Card io- vascular  vertigo  is  a  chronic  affection  characterized  by  occasional  exacer- 
bations coming  on  without  assignable  cause.  It  may  supervene  on  symptoms  arising 
from  other  conditions,  as  hemiparesis,  amnesia,  lassitude,  aphasia,  etc.,  and  may 
lead  even  to  epileptiform  seizures  or  fainting  spells.  The  diagnosis  must  be  based 
upon  the  concomitant  symptoms.  It  must  be  carefully  differentiated  from  the  ver- 
tigoes arising  from  gastric,  ophthalmic  and  aural  disorders.  The  patient  complains 
of  a  sensation  of  dyspnoea  during  exercise,  of  prsecordial  anguish,  senaations  of  cold- 
ness in  difl'erent  portions  of  the  body',  headache*  somnolence.  Its  most  characteristic 
symptom  is  the  increased  diastolic  sound  of  the  aorta. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  affection  the  tension  of  the  bloodvessels  must  be  regulated 
either  by  the  iodide  of  sodium  or  nitro-glycerine.  The  former  should  be  given  in 
doses  of  one  gramme  daily,  and  its  use  steadily  continued  for  months.  Grasset  pre- 
scribes a  solution  of  ten  parts  of  the  iodide  of  soda  in  three  hundred  parts  of  water, 
a  tablespoonful  to  l)e  taken  morning  and  evening  in  milk  or  beer.  Nitroglycerine 
is,  however,  the  great  remedy  for  diminishing  the  arterial  tension.  A  one  per  cent. 
alcoholic  solution  is  prepared,  and  of  this  four  drops  are  given,  morning  and  even- 
ing, for  twenty  days  of  the  month.  During  the  remaining  ten  days,  the  iodide  of 
soda  is  administered.  A  strictly  hygienic  mode  of  life  must  be  followed;  high 
living  should  be  strictly  forbidden;  milk,  the  leguminoste,  and  some  tender  meats, 
should  be  insisted  upon  by  way  of  diet.  Fresh  air  is  important.  Should  malnu- 
trition exist,  arsenite  of  soda  may  be  prescribed  with  advantage. — Semaine  Medicakf 
31,  1890. 

Erythema  Podosum  with  Ulceration. — A.W.  Hoisholt  reports  the  case  of  a 
lady,  aged  60,  in  whom  the  characteristic  papules  and  tubercles  of  erythema  no- 
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doeum  developed  rather  iiiddenly  in  crops  upon  the  dorsum  of  one  and  then  the 
other  hand  She  had  never  sufiered  from  rhenmatiAm.  On  the  right  hand.which  was 
affected  first,  the  lesions  coalesced  to  form  a  large  abscess  from  which  a  table-spoon- 
ful of  pus  was  evacuated  by  incision.  The  other  lesions  formed  pustules  that  healed 
without  incision.  The  diagnosis  was  based  upon  the  following  symptoms:  The 
eruption  was  symmetrical  and  painful;  absence  of  itching;  the  circumference,  of 
the  lesions  blended  imperceptibly  with  the  surrounding  tissues ;  at  their  centre 
there  was  a  bluish-red  depression;  they  appeared  in  crops. — M(maUhafU fur prakL 
Dermatol.,  Bd.  II.  No.  6. 

On  the  Influencs  of  Oxtqen  Ikhauitions  ok  the  Vabiation  of  the- 
Bebpibatort  Rhythm  in  Diphthebitic  Patients.— In  the  Children's  Hospital 
M.  P.  Langluis  has  experimented  on  children  with  infectious  diphtheritic  angiua, 
without  the  existence  of  a  false  membrane  in  either  the  larynx  or  the  trachea, 
and  on  those  that  presented  all  the  symptoms  of  croup  before  and  after  trache- 
otomy. About  thirty  litres  of  oxygen  were  used  for  each  case  within  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  minutes.  The  respiratory  tracinss  were  taken  by  means  of  Marey  s 
double  cardiograph.  The  modification^  of  the  form  of  the  respiratory  movements 
under  similar  circumstances,  had  been  studied  already  dv  Ledoux-Levard 
(Beeherches  sur  la  Be»piraH<m  dam  le  Chroup^  Thdse,  1881),  and  the  author  paid 
special  attention  to  the  variation  in  the  frequency  of  the  same  movements.  Accel- 
eration of  the  respiratory  rhythm  during  the  oxygen  inhalations  was  observed  as  a 
constant  result.  It  begins  with  the  inhalation  and  lasts  as  long  as  this  is  maintained. 
Though  the  frequency  of  the  respiration  is  increased,  it  is  of  a  less  dyspnoeic  char- 
acter. Both  inspiration  and  expiration  are  more  brisk  and  energetic,  and  performed 
with  less  difficulty.  The  child  is  more  in  a  condition  of  polypnoea  than  oi  dyspnoea. 
The  acceleration  of  the  respiratory  rhythm  caused  by  oxygen  inhalations  seeming 
to  be  in  contradiction  with  BosenthaFs  statement  of  the  rOTe  of  anoxemia  as  an  ex- 
citing agent  of  the  respiratory  centre.  M.  Langlois  explains  as  follows:  Under 
the  influence  of  prolonged  subasphyxia  depending  upon  laryngeal  stenosis,  and  per- 
haps upon  the  specific  action  of  the  secreted  septic  proauct  of  the  diphtheritic 
micro-organisms,  the  entire  organism,  and  the  bulbar  centres  particularly,  are  op- 
pressed, which  causes  diminution  in  the  respiratory  incitations.  But,  under  the 
influence  of  the  inhaled  oxygen,  the  su peroxidation  of  the  blood  diminishes  the 
vital  depression,  and  the  child  reacts  quickly  in  resuming  sufficient  pulmonary 
ventilation. — New  York  Medical  Journal^  August  2,  1890. 

The  Mortality  of  Widowebs  from  Phthibib.— In  a  paper  on  "  Tuberculosis 
in  Belgium,"  MM.  Destree  and  Galliueerts  come  to  the  conclusion  as  the  result  of 
their  investigations,  that,  in  comparing  the  mortality  from  phthisis  of  bachelors, 
married  men  and  widowers,  the  last  are  very  much  more  subject  to  the  disease  than 
either  of  the  other  classes.  The  same  statement  holds  good  for  all  ages,  and  it  is, 
they  say,  also  true  that  widows  are  more  liable  than  single  women  to  die  of  phthisis. 
They  cannot  think  that  the  irregularities  and  excesses  indulged  in  by  widowers  can 
be  answerable  for  it,  for  advanced  age  does  not  seem  to  make  any  difference.  They 
would  ascribe  it  to  infection  occurring  during  married  life,  the  disease  claiming  its 
second  victim  some  time  aiier  the  death  of  the  first — The  Lancet^  August,  1890. 

Spirometry.— M.  Joal  of  Mont  Dore  has  made  a  number  of  observations  in  spi- 
rometry that  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  many  nasal  and  pharyngeal  affections 
produte  a  distinct  diminution  in  the  capacity  of  the  lungs.  Thus,  in  cases  where 
iiypertrophic  rhinitis,  adenoid  tvmore  of  the  naso-pharynx,  chronic  coryza,  etc., 
have  been  cured,  the  capacity  of  the  lungiy  u  measured  by  the  spirometer,  is  fre- 
quently increased  by  a  quarter,  and  occasionally  even  doubled^  M.  Joal  has  fre- 
3uently  found  that  public  singers,  when  they  complain  of  fatigue  of  the  voice  or  of 
iminution  in  its  power  or  range,  are  suffering  from  some,  perhaps  quite  unsuspected 
trouble  in  the  nose  or  pharvnx,  and  that,  if  this  is  cured,  the  voice  recovers  itself 
completely.  He  suggests  that  professional  singers  should  know  their  own  respira- 
tory capacity,  and  that  this  should  be  occasionally  tested,  so  that  any  diminution 
may  serve  to  give  &  warning  of  possible  mischief  in  the  nose  or  pharynx  whicli,  if 
attended  to  in  time,  may  be  met  by  appropriate  treatment. — The  Lancet,  August  ^, 
1890. 

The  Belation  of  Albuminuria  to  Mental  Affections.— 1.  Albuminuria 
may  appear  during  the  course  of  a  mental  affection  as  a  symptom  depending  more 
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or  less  directly  upon  a  Imiod  of  the  nerTous  central.  The  legion  either  caoeet  albu- 
minuria comparable  to  that  taught  bj  Claude  Bemardi  or  the  filtration  of  albumin 
causes  changes  In  the  kidneys  similar  to  those  of  the  nervous  centres  caiiaing  the 
mental  disorder.  2.  Albuminuria  arises  from  a  lesion  of  the  renal  filters^  causing 
an  auto- intoxication,  and  thus,  in  predisposed  subjects,  becomes  the  cause  of  psychic 
disorders  or  aggravates  a  psychic  trouble  in  its  stage  of  evolution.  Dienlafoy  pub- 
lished such  cases  under  the  name  of  foUe  BrighUi  (acute  mania  with  hallucinations 
and  vociferations,  lypemania,deliria  of  persecution  and  erotic  and  reliffious  deliria), 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  insanity,  often  but  transitory,  depends  npoo 
the  morbus  Brightii.  By  treating  the  latter  with  milk  diet  and  with  remedies  re- 
moving the  morbid  state  of  the  kidneys,  the  mental  symptoms  will  also  disappear. 
We  meet  such  cases  in  persons  having  a  hereditary  neuropathic  tendency.  During 
the  stage  of  delirium  it  may  be  necessary  to  put  them  in  an  asylum,  notwithstanding 
the  transitory  character  of  the  mental  disoraer  and  their  origin  in  renal  disorder. — 
Semaine  MtdieaU.  26, 1890. 

Rhxumatic  Neuralgia  treated  bt  Htpodebmigb  of  Sulphuric  Etber.— 
The  use  of  hypodermic  iniections  of  sulphuric  ether  as  excitants  is  old ;  but  Dr. 
Kums,  of  Antwerp,  is  the  first  to  make  use  of  the  drug  in  this  way  for  its  analgesic 
and  curative  efiects.    He  uses  a  gramme  of  the  drug  at  a  dose.    One  may  nse  in  its 

5 lace  *'  Hoffman's  Drops,"  consisting  of  equal  parts  of  alcohol  and  sulphuric  ether, 
'he  injection  should  be  made  close  to  the  spot  which  is  the  seat  of  pain,  and  should 
be  followed  by  prolonged  local  massage  in  order  to  spread  the  fluid,  and  to  prevent 
any  induration  at  the  point  of  administration.  He  has  thus  cured  radically  and 
promptly  neuralgia  of  the  shoulder,  wrv  neck,  sciatica,  rheumatic  neuralgia  of  the 
Lead,  of  the  face  with  toothache,  etc  He  once  cured  a  severe  gastralgia  with  severe 
eructations,  which  gave  no  relief  to  the  pain,  by  means  of  ether  hypodermically. 
This  method  is  to  m  commended  as  superior  to  injections  of  morphine  as  commonly 
used,  as  it  is  entirely  free  from  danger. — Semaine  Medieale,  24, 1890. 

Prolonoeb  Somnolence. — Mauthner  has  called  attention  to  the  sleeping  disease 
of  negroes  endemic  at  Senegal.  Without  any  rise  in  t«:mperature  they  suner  from 
progressive  muscular  weakness,  which  lasts  two  or  three  months  and  then  ^uses 
away ;  there  is  muscular  paralysis,  but  sensibility  remains  intact  Haltenbon  and 
Oerlier,  of  Geneva,  in  1887,  described  a  neurosis  characterized  by  headache,  vertigo, 
great  muscular  debility,  and  loss  of  the  eyebrows.  During  the  onset  of  the  disease 
the  patient  is  unable  to  open  his  eyes  or  hold  anything  in  the  hands.    There  is  no 

gftriUysis,  and  though  the  disease  may  last  several  months,  most  patients  get  well, 
uch  cases  probably  arise  from  some  miasm.  Oayet  and  Mauthner  have  described 
oaaes  arising  from  fright  followed  by  diplopia,  vertigo,  and  irresistible  desire  to 
sleep.  The  *'  Nona''  belongs  to  the  same  class.  This  trouble  must  not  be  taken  for 
coma,  for  when  the  patients  are  awakened  the  mind  is  perfectly  clear.  In  all  such 
cases  there  is  present  a  polioencephalitis,  an  alteration  in  the  central  mj  substance 
of  the  ventricles,  the  symptoms  of  which  are  apathy,  weakness,  and  somnolence, 
running  an  acute,  chronic  or  sub-acute  course.  Acute  heemorrhagic  polioencephalitis 
is  looalized  in  the  superior  part  of  the  gray  substance,  killing  in  from  eight  to  fifteen 
days.  At  the  autopsy  the  only  macroscopic  change  is  a  rosy  color  of  the  gray  sub- 
stance about  the  third  ventricle;  but  the  microscope  readily  reveals  the  hemorrhages 
and  the  histological  changes. — Semaine  MedicaU,  24,  1890. 

Arsenical  Paralysis. — Dr.  Conrad  Alexander  observed  in  a  case  of  arsenical 
poisoning  symptoms  resembling  those  of  peripheric  neuritis.  He  experimented 
then  with  rabbits  and  found  that  as  a  result  of  arsenical  poisoning  they  suflered 
from  lesions  of  the  peripheral  nerves,  whose  axis  cylinders  were  degenerated  and 
atrophied,  especially  in  the  finest  ramifications  of  the  skin  and  muscles.    Their 

Srinnum  showed  small  hemorrhages,  while  the  spinal  cord  was  perfectly  sound, 
e  considers  this  state  a  necrosis  by  coagulation,  caused  by  a  lesion  of  the  arterioles. 
All  the  muscular  and  nervous  lesions  may  only  be  consecutive  to  troubles  of  the 
circulation.— jBuW.  Medical^  42, 1890. 

An  Epidemic  of  Cutaneous  Tuberculosw  Spread  through  Ritual  Cir- 
cumcision.—Dr.  Koltzoif,  of  Yyalta,  details  nine  cases  of  cutaneous  tubereulosis 
arising  in  Hebrew  infants  circumcised  by  a  phthisical  ritual  operator.    In  every 
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one  of  the  little  patients,  in  about  four  or  five  weeks  after  healing  of  the  preputial 
wound,  the  cicatrix  (always  somewhere  near  the  left  side  of  the  frenulum)  broke 
down  to  transform  into  one,  or  several,  painful  (lale  ulcers  with  moderately  indu- 
rated edges  and  base,  uneven  floor  of  a  grayish  color,  and  a  very  scanty,  thin  dis- 
charge containing  tubercle  bacilli.  The  induration  was  always  far  from  being  uni- 
form, the  edges  consisting  of  a  series  of  irregular  nodules  or  elevations.  In  some  of 
the  cases,  the  glans  l)ecame  simultaneously  studded  with  numerous  minute,  grayish, 
soft  ulcers,  showing  a  pronounced  tendency  to  rapid  spontaneous  healing.  Shortly 
after  the  appearance  of  the  ulceration,  this  or  thst  inguinal  gland  on  the  left  side 
became  inflamed  and  suppurated,  the  procens  subsequently  spreading  to  other  in- 
dividual glands  in  the  same  region.  In  one  of  the  boys  lymphangitis  was  also  ob- 
served. Two  of  the  patients  died  (one  from  consecutive  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
the  other,  seemingly,  from  a  kind  of  chronic  pyssmia),  the  remaining  seven  making 
a  good  recovery. — British  Journal  of  Dermaiologyt  October,  1890. 

A  Case  of  Poibokino  with  Filix  Mas.— A  young  woman  had  just  recovered 
from  an  attack  of  perityphlitis  when,  on  account  ot  tteoea,  she  received  the  usual 
two  doses  of  filix  mas,  followed  by  castor  oil.  In  the  afternoon  she  complained  of 
general  malaise,  headache,  colic  and  diarrhoea ;  pulse,  144 :  temp.,  104^.  During 
the  night  she  had  severe  hiccough  and  eructations,  which  continued  uninter- 
ruptedly for  forty-eight  hours,  with  fear  of  suffocation  from  the  diaphragmatic 
spasm.  She  felt  as  if  some  foreign  substance  compressed  the  trachea ;  face  col- 
lapsed and  yellow;  sensorium  benumbed.  The  next  morning  she  was  uncon- 
scious ;  dysphagia ;  when  consciousness  returned  she  complained  of  blindness ; 
pupils  failed  to  react  to  light;  eyes  soft;  cornea  can  be  touched  without  causing 
any  reaction  ;  heart's  sounds  imperceptible;  death  momentarily  expected.  Kther 
and  camphor  were  injected  repeatedly  till  she  rallied.  On  the  fourth  day  the 
amaurosis  gradually  vielded ;  the  urine  lost  its  albumin  and  recovery  followed. — 
MUnch,  Med.  Wochmtchrifl,  32, 1890. 
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The  Treatment  of  Inversion  of  the  Uterus. — Dr.  J.  Kocks  has  invented 
a  modification  of  Braun'scol|>euryiiter,  which  appears  to  be  an  excellent  instrument, 
theoretically,  for  the  reduction  of  chronic  inversion.  It  consists,  essentially,  in  having 
the  colpeurynter  made  so  that,  on  one  side  there  is  a  cylinder-like  bag  projecting  on 
the  surface  about  two  and  a  half  inches  high  and  two  inches,  or  a  little  less,  in  di- 
ameter. When  applied  to  the  inverted  fundus  uteri,  this  bag  folds  back  into  the 
colpeurynter,  and  over  the  fundus,  like  a  cap;  at  the  same  time  the  whole  instru- 
ment surrounds  the  inversion  and  distends  the  vagina  at  the  ring  of  constriction,  as 
well  as  pushing  up  the  fundus,  when  water  is  forced  into  the  bag.  Furthermore,  it 
is  claimed,  that  as  the  fundus  goes  up  through  the  cervix  the  small  bag  is  everted 
and  will  follow  up  the  fundus  uteri.  (1  have  not  seen  the  instrument  used,  and  can- 
not speak  from  experience.  It  is  described  in  the  OefUralblattfur  OynakohgiCf  No. 
37,  G.  R.  8.,  1890.) 

Antisepsis  in  Normal  Labor. — Verchfire  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  ordinary 
methods  of  antisepsis  in  labor  are  not  sufficient.  He  advocates  vaginal  irrigation 
twice  a  day  with  1 ;  1000  corrosive  sublimate  solution  for  four  weeks  previous  to 
delivery,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  week^  and  then  only  every  second  day, 
with  a  tampon  of  iodoform  gauze  in  the  vagina  between  the  irrigations.  The 
tampon  is  removed  when  the  labor  pains  begin,  an  examination  made,  and  another 
tampon  inserted  which  remains  till  expelled  by  the  advancing  head.  When  labor 
is  finished,  the  vagina  is  washed  out  with  a  sublimate  solution  and  a  tampon  again 
inserted,  which  is  removed  on  the  next  day.  Tampons  are  removed  afterward 
every  second  day,  and  finally  every  third  day.  An  iodoform  or  sublimate  compress 
is  kept  on  the  vulva  He  states  that  this  procedure  is  followed  by  absolute  apy- 
rexia  in  all  cases,  with  less  excretion  from  the  genitals,  no  milk  fever  or  purulent 
lochia.  Blood  is  seen  only  on  the  first  day,  and  on  the  second  there  is  a  bloody, 
serous  fluid,and  but  little  serum  on  the  third  dtLy.—L'AbeiUeMM,^  No.  9, 1890. 
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The  Abuse  op  the  Internax<  Disinfection  of  Healthy  Women.— C.  Ax- 
mann  reports  his  thirty  years' experience  as  director  of  the  Erfurt  LyiDg-in  Hos- 
pital, and  condemns  the  internal  use  of  sublimate  and  carbolic  acid  in  healthy 
women.  "Cleanlinesit,  rest,  and  the  avoidance  of  meddlesome  and  excessive  inter- 
ference, as  well  as  every  kind  of  chemical  dininfec  ion,  are  the  only  correct  prin- 
ciples of  treatment."  In  1187  women,  used  for  purposes  of  instruction,  only  46  had 
an  elevation  of  temperature.  In  the  city,  where  women  were  attended  by  mid- 
wiveK,  there  was  a  mortality  of  3.26  per  1000,  and  128  per  1000  from  childbed  fever. 
—CentralblaUjur  OXfiuUcologie,  No.  37, 1890. 

External  Vebsion  with  the  Second  Twin.— Strassman  states  that  with  111 
transverse  presentations  of  the  second  twin,  spoiitaneous  version  occurred  six  timeSy 
siiontaneous  evolution  twice,  and  internal  version  was  performed  ninety-two  times. 
External  version  was  attempted  eight  times.  Dr.  firosin,  of  Dresden,  warmly  recom- 
mends external  version,  as  it  is  very  easy  to  perform,  and  avoias  the  increased 
danger  of  infection  from  the  introduction  of  the  hand  within  the  vagina  and  uteriM. 
^Centralblattfur  OyncMo^  No.  36, 1890. 

Morphine  and  Antiftrin  in  Milk. — Pinzant  experimented  with  twelve  nurs- 
ing women,  giving  them  for  s'lif  successive  days  3-5  eg.  morphini  hydrochlorici. 
They  nursed  thirty  infants,  one  of  them  prematurely  bom  and  kept  in  a  **  ( 'orveuse." 
None  of  the  infants  were  affected,  and  though  the  milk  was  very  carefully  tested, 
no  trace  of  morphine  could  be  found.  The  same  writer  found  that  a'ntipyrin  taken  by 
nursing  women  did  not  alter  the  secretion  of  milk,  but  that  it  passed  into  the 
milk  in  very  small  dosef),  and  the  infants  suffered  from  colic  and  diarrhoMi.  An- 
tipyrin  taken  in  labor  diminished  the  uterine  contractions.— Cen^ral6/u(^/ur  Oynd- 
kologie,  No.  36, 1890. 

The  Management  of  Lingering  Labor.— A  discussion  on  the  modero 
methods  of  managing  lingering  labor  before  the  Britirth  Meilical  Association  was 
opened  by  Dr.  VV.  S.  Plavfair.  After  referring  to  the  dread  of  meddlesome  mid- 
wifery, on  the  part  of  leacling  obstetricians  of  thirty-tive  vears  ago,  and  the  readi- 
ness with  which  these  same  men  resorted  to  b*leeding  and  debilitating  medication^ 
the  speaker  proceeded  to  review  the  methods  of  the  present  day.  The  mere 
wear  and  tear  of  a  labor  lasting  more  than  twenty-four  hours  seemed' to  him  to  be  a 
very  serious  thing,  and  he  did  not  think  it  right  that  we  should  sit  with  handa 
folded  waiting  until  serious  symptoms  should  arise  before  taking  action.  He  first 
considered  the  frequently  met  with  difficulty  ariniug  from  non-dilatation  caused  by 
inertia,  or  by  irregular  and  cramplike  paiuM,  premature  rupture  of  the  membranes, 
and  over-distension  of  the  uterus  from  excessive  liquor  amnii.  For  the  relief  of 
rigid  OS  uteri  prolonging  the  tirst  stage  of  labor,  Dr.  Plavfair  advocated  most 
strongly  the  internal  administration  of  chloral  hydrate.  Cnder  the  use  of  this 
agent  the  pains  become  longer,  steadier,  and  more  efficient.  The  patient  falls  into 
a  somnolent  condition  dozing  quietly  between  the  pains,  which  are  not  lessened  or 
annulled  as  when  chloroform  is  nned.  The  wild  state  of  excitement  is  calmed  and 
soothed.  Fifteen  grains  should  be  given  at  the  first  dose,  repeated  in  twenty  min- 
utes.    Possibly  a  third  dose  may  be  required,  but  never  more. 

As  an  oxvtocic  Dr.  Playfair  recommended  q'linine.  In  a  labor  with  feeble  inef- 
fective pains,  one  or  two  doses  of  quinine  of  tifieene: rains  each,  will  have  a  bene- 
ficial etfect  in  altering  the  character  of  the  pains.  Tills  drug  does  not  possess  any 
of  the  dangerous  properties  of  ergot. 

Hpeaking  of  mechanical  means  for  producing  dilatation  of  the  os,  the  speaker 
referred  to  a  suggestion  first  made  by  Trenholme,  of  Montreal,  that  the  finger  be 
■wept  around  the  inner  surface  of  the  os,  separating  it  from  the  membranes.  Why 
it  is  so  Dr.  Playfair  did  not  know,  but  he  was  satisfied  that  this  simple  procedure 
did  excite  marked  dilatation  of  the  os. 

When  the  head  is  pushed  down  low  in  the  pelvis  the  os  being  soA  and  relaxed, 
and  the  membrane  ruptured,  it  was  his  belief  that  gentle  manufu  dilstation,  push- 
ing, as  it  were,  the  os  over  the  head,  is  frequently  extremely  useful.  Pushing  np 
the  swollen  anterior  lip  when  impacted  between  the  head  aud  the  pubes  is  not  only 
legitimate  but  essential  to  save  injury  to  the  os. 

In  prolonged  second  stage,  Dr.  Playfair  referred  to  er^^t,  and  condemned  its  use 
at  this  time  in  the  strongest  terms.  The  onl^  oxytocic  he  would  recommend  at 
this  period  of  labor  was  manual  pressure  applied  over  the  utenis  to  increase  the 
pains  when  they  are  feeble,  or  to  take  their  place  when  they  are  absent.    The  best 
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wftj  of  nsing  it  is  for  the  practitioner  to  stand  by  the  side  of  the  patient,  and  to 
spread  his  left  hand  over  the  fiindus.  When  the  pain  comes  on,  strong  downward 
pressure  is  made  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  brim.  If  the  finger  of  the 
right  hand  be  placed  simnltaneously  on  the  head,  pervo^nam,  it  will  be  felt  to  be 
pushed  down  in  a  very  marked  way.  One  may  often  push  a  head  through  the 
brim  where  it  has  been  delayed  for  hours  and  on  to  the  perineum  in  two  or  three 
pains.    One  may  often  thus  avoid  the  use  of  forceps. 

As  to  the  latter  means,  the  speaker  expressed  the  fear  that  there  was  a  tendency 
to  use  the  instruments  too  frequently.  In  the  period  from  1815  to  1S21,  21,867 
cases  of  labor  were  treated  at  thA  Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin,  without  the  forceps 
having  been  used  once.  The  present  practice  in  this  institution  is  such  that  forceps 
are  now  used  on  an  average  of  1  in  16.5  cases.  The  use  of  the  forceps  when  the  head 
b  high  up  is  a  serious  operation  always,  and  should  not  be  undertaken  lightly. 

Unnecessary  delay,  when  the  head  is  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  is  not  only  useless  but 
pernicious.  By  timely  interference  we  lessen  the  risk  to  both  mother  and  child. 
It  is  quite  impossible,  however,  to  lay  down  any  preci!<e  rule  as  to  when  the  forceps 
should  be  used  in  lingering  labor.  Every  case  must  be  treated  on  its  merits,  after 
a  careful  examination  of  the  effect  of  the  pains. — Britwh  Medical  Journal,  Septem- 
ber 27,  1890. 

TwENTT-EiOHT  AUT0F8IEB  OF  SYPHILITIC  Still-born  Inpant8.--M.  Barthe- 
leroy  found  that  most  of  the  infants  presented  no  lesions,  visible  either  to  the  un- 
aided eye  or  to  the  microscope.  These  infants  were  killed  by  the  syphilitic  virus 
without  there  being  any  alteration  of  the  orgnn«,  just  as  may  happen  in  variola. 
In  five  cases  there  were  gummata  visible,  affecting  in  three  ca^es  the  liver  alone; 
in  one  case,  the  liv>6r,  tibias,  and  clavicles,  and  once  the  thymus  also.  In  eight  other 
cases,  in  which  there  were  no  gummata  apparent,  the  liver  in  five  cases  presented  a 
granular  appearance,  and  in  those  cases  the  microscope  revealed  the  presence  of 
miliary  gummata  of  the  liver  and  kidneys.  No  lesions  of  the  spleen  were  noticed 
in  any  case,  except  that  that  organ  was  generally  larger  than  normal. — BritM 
Jourmil  of  Dermatolo^t  October,  1890. 

The  Use  op  Electricity  by  the  Gynjbcolooist. — In  a  paper  on  the  above 
subject,  Dr.  A.  F.  Currier  said  that  the  faradic  current  is  indicated  when  one  de- 
sires iAcrcMsed  muscular  lone  or  contractile  force.  Incidentally  will  come  improved 
vascularity  and  nerve  energy.  The  galvanic  current  is  indicated  an  an  astringent, 
haemostatic,  denutrient,  ad  nutrient,  or  sedative.  For  some  conditions,  pain  for  ex- 
ample, either  current  may  be  effective.  For  an  abdominal  electrode,  Martinis  is 
the  best.  There  are  many  varieties  of  vaginal  and  uterine  electrodes,  those  de- 
signed by  Apostoli  being  very  good  ones.  The  character  and  effect  of  the  current 
at  the  two  poles  are  essentially  diflTerent.  The  positive  pole  will  check  hemorrhage 
and  glandular  secretion;  tht  negative  will  not.  The  positive  pole  is  acid;  the 
negative  alkaline.  For  pain  the  positive  pole  should  be  within  the  vagina  or 
uterus,  and  a  weak  current  is  better  than  a  strong  one.  A  good  average  is  thirty 
milliamperes,  used  from  five  to  eight  minutes.  The  intervals  of  application 
should  depend  upon  the  periods  in  which  pain  is  absent.  For  heemorrhage  the 
positive  pole  is  believed  to  be  unsurpassed.  In  five  cases  sterility  was  treated  with 
the  faradic  current  Impregnation  and  delivery  resulted  in  two.  Dysmenorrhoea 
may  be  relieved  by  either  the  positive  galvanic  |)ole  or  faradism  For  supercretion 
the  positive  pole  is  preferable  to  powerful  escharotics  and  caustics,  and  yiehlfnl  good 
results  in  three  cases.  In  two  cases  hysterical  symptoms  were  much  modified  in 
addition  to  benefit  which  was  derived  from  more  palpable  lesions.  Subinvolution 
was  successfully  treated  in  one  case,  the  uterus  contracting  firmly  upon  the  bipolar 
electrode  of  Apostoli,  and  with  the  faradic  current.  Uterine  subnutrition  in  connec- 
tion with  hard  anti  flexed  uteri  and  usually  associated  with  amenorrhoea,dysmenorrh(»a 
or  sterility,  will  be  benefited  by  the  faradic  current. 

Under  the  head  of  cautions,  the  author  remarked  that  nausea  resulted  from  the 
applications  In  one  case.  The  passage  of  the  galvanic  current  may  cause  faintness. 
An  irritable  heart  contraindicates  the  use  of  electricity.  Malignant  disease  within 
the  abdomen  was  a  contraindication  in  one  case.  Small  dry  electrodes  should  not 
be  applied  to  the  abdomen,  but  large  wet  ones.  The  former  will  invariably  prodnoe 
burning.  The  method  of  rapid  reversals  of  the  galvanic  current  is  of  limited 
utility,  and  should  not  be  used  with  nervous  women.  The  electro-puncture  of 
fibroid  tumors  means  possible  sepsis.  If  it  is  electricity  and  not  inflammation  and 
sloughing  which  reduce  the  nutrition  of  the  tumor  it  would  seem  to  be  unnecessary. 
Electronnncture  is  also  disapproved  of  for  hematoma  and  hematocele  as  danger-. 
om,  tedious  and  inefficient  in  its  results. — New  York  Med,  Journal,  October  18, 1890. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND   LARYNGOLOGY. 

COKDUOTED  BT 

CHA8.  M.  THOMAS.  M.D. 


Look  Beyond  the  Nose  — ^There  is  a  tendencj,  more  especially  upon  the  part 
of  thot^e  who  have  had  insufficient  experience  in  general  medicine — or,  perhaps, 
not  any — before  undertaking  exciiiMive  practice,  to  magnify  the  importance  of  local 
lesions  coincident  with  general  disorders  of  the  8v%tem,  or  with  local  diseaete  in  some 
other  region.  Dr.  8.  S.  Cohen,  after  citing  cases  illustrative  of  this  statement,  con- 
cludes as  follows :  "There  are  conditions  of  headache  and  other  nervous  disturb- 
ances, including  asthma,  dependent  doubtless  on  nasal  lesions;  but  men,  atlesst 
those  who,  like  myself,  are  in  active  general  practice,  meet  with  a  far  greater  nnmber 
of  cases  of  these  conditions  in  which  there  in  no  nasal  abnormity,  or  in  which  nasal 
abnormities  are  not  causative,  but  merely  coincident.  Furthermore,  all  rhinologists 
must  have  seen  quite  a  large  number  of  cases  of  nasal  lesion  in  which  none  of 
these  nervous  phenomena  were  manifest ;  as  well  as  many  cases  in  which  nssal 
symptomH  themselves  were  deriendent  upon  systemic  causes."  The  conclusion  drsws 
itself ;  there  is  no  need  for  elaboration.  It  is  simply  this:  Let  us  examine  the  nose 
as  well  OH  the  other  organs  of  our  patients,  either  as  a  matter  of  routine,  or  when 
special  indications  are  present ;  let  us  treat  secundum  artem  whatever  nasal  condition 
demands  treatment ;  but  let  us  not  forget  to  look  beyond  the  nose.— ^.  K  Mtdiad 
Joumalj  September  27, 1890. 

Suppurating  Ulcer  of  the  Cornea.— Dr.  Edward  Jackson  advisee  that  the  sur- 
face  of  the  ulcer  be  scraped  with  a  blunt  instrument,  such  as  the  cornea  spud,  until  all 
tissue  soft  enough  to  be  readily  scraped  away  has  been  so  removed,  and  the  puni- 
lent  exudate  has  been  squeezed  out  from  the  tissue  around  it  This  manipulation 
reveals  the  depth  of  the  ulcer,  considerably  narrows  the  area  of  noticeable  infiltra- 
ilon,  and  enables  the  surgeon  to  make  his  subsequent  application  directly  to  the 
seat  of  conflict  between  the  living  tissue  and  the  invading  pyogenic  bacteria.  The 
Hcrapinsr  nhould  be  repeated  whenever  any  renewed  extension  of  the  area  of  pum- 
lent  intiltration  is  noticeable,  whether  that  be  six,  twelve,  or  twenty-four  hours,  and 
so  often  as  there  is  this  indication  for  it.  Immediately  after  each  scraping,  the  sur^ 
face  of  the  ulcer  is  to  be  thoroughly  washed  with  a  solution  of  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury of  from  1-1000  to  1-3000.  This  is  done  by  filling  the  ordinary  rubber-bulb 
pipette  or  dropper  with  the  solution,  holding  its  nozzle  in  close  proximity  to  the 
ulcer,  and  then  ejecting  the  fluid  with  considerable  force  against  its  surface.  In  ad- 
dition, the  patient  is  to  have  the  eye  thoroughly  cleansed,  every  one,  two,  or  three 
hours,  with  a  solution  of  mercuric  chloride  of  1-3000  to  1-5000.  And  two  or  three 
times  a  day  the  clo«ed  lids  are  to  be  bathed,  for  five  minutes  or  longer,  with  water 
as  hot  as  the  patient  can  bear.  The  length  of  hot  applications  is  to  he  proportioned 
inversely  to  the  inflammatory  hypenpmia.  When  the  general  inflammatory  reac- 
tion Keeras  greatly  below  what  should  attend  the  suppurative  process  going  on  in 
the  cornea,  each  application  of  hot  water  may  be  continued  for  fifteen  to  twenty 
minutes,  or  the  application  may  be  more  frequently  repeated.  The  pain  of  this 
scraping  and  washing  may  be  brought  within  reasonable  limits  by  the  use  of  cocaine. 
Corneal  abscess  is  to  be  opened  freely,  and  treated  in  the  same  way.  Poulticing  and 
bandaging  are  to  be  avoided.  As  the  ulcer  loses  its  special  suppurative  character 
the  treatment  is  abandoned,  except  that  the  use  of  the  milder  solutions  of  mer- 
cury is  continued  until  the  healing  is  nearlv  completed. — Times  and  Eegistery  Octo- 
ber 4,  1890. 

Pyoktanin  or  Antwne  Violet.— The  result  of  continued  investigation  in 
regard  to  the  virtue  of  pyoktanin  has  brought  about  somewhat  contradictory  an- 
nouncements. ^ 

These  seem  to  show  that  it  is  not  of  such  service  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of 
the  eye,  for  which  it  was  at  first  so  highly  recommended ;  but  it  appears  as  though 
there  were  conditions  for  which  it  has  decided  usefulness. 

Dr.  J.  Hcheinmann,  of  the  university  throat  clinic  of  Berlin,  reports  some  very 
remarkable  results  of  the  \we  of  pyoktanin  in  the  treatment  of  tunerculous  ulcer- 
ations  of  the  larynx  and  the  nose.  As  an  application  to  these  ulcers  it  has  proved 
absolutely  imirritating  and  has  been  followed  by  rapid  cicatrization.  The  action  is 
easy  to  follow  and  to  limit,  as  the  remedy  has  such  powerful  staining  property. 


1890.]  QUatdng^  791 

Usaallj  the  alcera,  after  two  or  three  dajgy  show  lighter  ooloration  and  a  decided 
improvement.  The  action  of  the  pyoktanin  is  entirely  painless. — Medical  and 
Sutffieal  Beporter,  Sept  27, 1890. 

Blenkorbhcea.  of  Ikfaitts. — Dr.  Qrossman  (LiTerpool),  in  considering  the 
prophjrJaxis  of  infiintile  blennorrhoea,  proposes  the  following  three  resolutions  to 
the  British  Medical  Association  : 

1.  Each  midwife  ought  to  be  instructed  daring  her  time  ot  apprenticeship  about 
the  symptoms  and  treatment  of  infantile  ophthalmia.  This  ought  to  be  noted  on 
her  certificate. 

2.  In  every  case  where  the  siens  of  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes  occur  daring 
oonfinementy  the  midwife  should  be  compelled  to  give  notice  to  a  medical  man  (in 
case  of  the  poor,  to  the  parish  doctor)  or  someother  authority. 

8.  In  case  the  midwife  omits  any  of  these  points,  her  certificate  should  be  with- 
drawn or  a  fine  imposed.— ^fiMrtooii  Journal  of  OphthaL  Sept,  1890. 

^  MuBCUiiAB  Inbutfictknct. — At  the  late  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation daring  the  discnssiun  on  latent  strabismus,  Javel  stated  that  an  astigmatism 
was  usually  the  cause  of  asthenopia  and  latent  strabismus,  and  Roosa,  of  New  York, 
asserted  roundly  that  muscular  in8u£5ciency  had  no  existence,  but  was  always  an 
effect  of  astigmatism.  Landolt,  Hirschberg  and  Stevens  protested  against  these 
views  and  asserted  their  belief  in  a  pure  muscular  asthenopia. — American  Journal 
OpeAo/mo/.,  Sept,  1890 

Abnormal  Opknino  ikto  ths  Maxiixaby  Sinus  nr  ▲  Syphilitic  Womak. 
—Hermet  reports  an  interesting  case  of  a  prostitute,  age  27,  who  was  suddenly  at- 
tacked by  peculiar  hvsterical  symptoms  with  a  turning  of  the  whole  bodv  towards 
the  right,  roaring  and  whistling  in  the  ears  and  right-sided  deafness.  When  these 
attacks  ceased  all  of  the  molars  of  the  left  up])er  jaw  were  found  to  be  loose,  and 
the  patient  removed  them  herself.  The  opening  into  the  maxillary  sinus  caused 
by  the  removal  of  the  roots  of  the  teeth  did  not  close  again.~J(f<matoAa/2e/ur  prakt. 
I>trmatoL,Bd.lLNo.5. 


GENERAL  SURGERY. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

W.  B.  VAN  LKNNEP.  ICD.,  assisted  by  CARL  V.  VI8CHER,  M.D. 


Coffee  ab  ak  Antiseptic. — During  hot  weather  coffee  is  an  excellent  disinfect- 
ant to  purify  the  air  in  the  sick  room  and  prevent  infection.  It  furthermore  has  a 
pleasant  aroma,  and  is  without  danger,  a  thing  that  cannot  be  said  of  chlorine  or 
carbolic  acid.  Coffee  roasted  and  ground  dissipates  animal  and  vegetable  effluvia 
and  renders  them  innocuous.  Barbier,  of  Algeria,  relates  that  as  coroner  he  was 
called  to  a  tavern  where  the  night  befove  a  man  had  been  killed.  He  and  the  jury 
were  led  to  a  room  where  the  corpse  lay,  but  the  stench  was  so  unbearable  that  no 
one  could  enter.  Some  roasted  and  ground  coffee  was  then  thrown  over  the  corpse 
and  also  on  the  floor.  This  dispelled  the  foul  emanations,  so  that  the  jury  could 
perform  their  duties.  Barbier  witnessed  the  same  effect  of  coffee  on  the  body  of  a 
child  that  had  been  in  the  water  a  week.  He  has  also  seen  good  effects  from  its 
application  in  the  treatment  of  putrid  ulcers.  Ice  boxes  often  take  on  a  foul  odor 
when  meal  or  fish  are  kept  in  them.  A  sprinkling  of  some  ground  coffee  in  them  will 
cause  the  odor  to  disappear.  By  sprinkling  game  with  coffee  it  may  be  kept  fresh 
for  several  davs.  The  antibacillary  action  of  coffee  seems  to  be  well-established. — 
AUgem,  Med.  Oentr,  ZeUung,  64,  1890. 

The  Cure  of  Insanity  by  Surgical  Operations.— It  is  well  known  that  in- 
sanity can  be  caused  by  traumatism.  French  alienists  have  shown  that  the  con- 
verse also  holds  good,  and  that  insanity  may  be  cured  by  traumatism.  Gauran,  of 
Bouen,  reports  the  case  of  a  woman  sufiering  from  melancholia,  who,  after  an 
operation  for  cataract  which  she  had  from  early  infancy,  remained  free  from  her 
delusions.  The  operation  restored  her  sight  Seglas  reports  a  similar  case,  that  of 
a  woman  with  active  melancholia,  who  was  operated  on  for  an  ovarian  cyst  When 
she  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  anesthetic  all  delirium  had  disappeared, 
and  this  sudden  recovery  remained  permanent— iVo^res  Mediealy  32, 1890. 
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CoELiOTOBfT. — Harris,  in  a  recently  publbhed  pamphlet,  discuRses  the  impro- 
priety of  the  word  laparotomy  to  indicate  an  incision  through  the  abdominal  walls 
in  general,  and  the  propriety  of  substituting  for  this  term  ooeliotomy,  which  is 
etymologically  correct.— Afediea/  and  Surgical  Barter,  September  13, 1890. 

RxsBCTiON  OF  THE  LiYEB. — TerrlUon  reported  to  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine the  case  of  a  woman  who  presented  a  good-sised  tumor  in  the  right  hypoehon- 
drium.  Aspiration  withdrew  a  fluid  like  that  found  in  hydatids.  Laparotomy 
revealed  a  portion  of  liver  tissue,  about  the  sise  of  two  fists,  riddled  with  small 
hydatid  cysts.  There  being  no  pedicle,  a  rubber  tube  was  placed  between  this  mass 
and  the  normal  liver  tissue.  An  artificial  pedicle  was  thus  formed,  which  was 
fixed  in  the  abdominal  wound.  The  mass  was  resected  at  the  end  of  eight  days 
and  the  tubing  removed.  The  wound  healed  by  granulation  in  six  weeks,  the 
patient  rapidly  gained  flesh,  and  is  now  in  excellent  health. — L*Art  MedkaJL^  Sep- 
tember, 1890. 

PBRFORATXifO  WoOND  OF  THE  Hbabt— Dr.  Stimsou  presented  a  heart  to  th« 
New  York  Surgical  Society  that  had  been  taken  from  an  Italian  who  had  beeo 
stabbed  in  seven  places,  in  the  chest,  abdomen  and  arms.  He  was  brought  to  the 
hospital  in  a  state  of  profound  shock,  so  that  surgical  interference  was  not  deemed 
justifiable,  and  he  died  eighteen  hours  later.  The  knife  had  penetrated  the  wall  of 
the  chest  an  inch  to  the  right  of  the  left  nipple,  and  perforated  the  right  ventricle, 
making  a  wound  one-quarter  of  an  inch  long  in  its  anterior  surface,  and  one-third 
of  an  inch  below  the  anterior  cusp  of  the  semi-lunar  valve  of  the  pulmonary  artery, 
and  just  puncturing  the  opposite  wall  an  inch  and  a  half  from  the  posterior  inter* 
Tentrictilar  septum.  The  valves  and  the  chordn  tendins  were  uninjured. — New 
York  Medieai  Journal,  September  20, 1890. 

Bactebia  Found  nr  the  Sac  of  Strangulated  Hernia  and  their  Rela- 
tion TO  Peritoneal  Sepsis. — Bonnecken,  in  a  series  of  observations  in  man  and 
experiments  on  dogs,  found  in  the  fluid  of  the  sac  of  strangulated  hernia,  bacteria 
in  great  numbers,  which  were  identical  with  those  present  in  the  intestinal  canal, 
A  venous  stasis  or  an  infiltration  of  the  seraus  coat  of  the  bowels  is  sufficient  for 
the  escape  of  micro-organisms  from  the  intestines.  In  fifteen  cases  he  found  Miller'a 
Micrococcus  mrogenes,  Escherich^s  Streptococeua  coli  brevu  and  Streptococcus  coli  gracUiM 
eleven  times,  besides  numerous  others.  In  the  earlier  stages  of  strangulation  micro- 
cocci alone  were  found,  whereas  in  those  of  longer  duration  he  also  found  bacilli 
As  a  result  of  his  experiments,  he  came  to  the  following  conclusions. 

1.  In  the  hernial  water  of  strangulated  hernia  previous  to  gangrene,  numerous 
bacteria  are  present 

2.  These  micro-organisms  pass  through  the  intestinal  walls. 

3.  Death  caused  by  an  artificially  prcxiuced  strangulated  hernia  in  animals  is  dne 
to  peritoneal  sepsis. 

4.  The  sac  as  well  as  the  strangulated  bowels  should  be  most  thoroughly  disin- 
fected before  being  returned  into  the  abdominal  cavity. — Virchow's  Arehivct,  Bd. 
cxx.,  heft,  1. 

The  Production  of  Peritoneal  Adhesions  by  Collodion  and  the  Fixa- 
tion OF  Movable  Kidneys  by  It. — In  an  investigation  of  the  causes  of  perito- 
neal adhesions.  Dr.  v.  Dembowski  found  the  simplest  and  surest  method  of  causing 
a  circumscribed  adhesive  peritonitis  was  to  paint  the  peritonaeum  with  a  solution  of 
coUodin  or  coUodium.  If  care  is  taken  to  Keep  the  painted  place  at  rest,  the  folds 
of  peritoneum  in  contact  with  it  will  unite. — (Arehiv  f,  Klin,  CAtr.,  Bd.  xxxvii., 
H.4:) 

Having  a  patient  with  movable  kidneys  which  caused  her  much  suflTering,  Mica- 
licz  operated  in  the  following  manner :  He  made  an  incision  in  the  median  line, 
three  inches  above  and  below  the  navel.  The  kidneys  were  brought  into  the 
wound  and  the  peritoneum  covering  them  painted  with  a  thin  layer  of  iodoform  col- 
lodion (1  :  10).  As  soon  as  the  ether  had  evaporated,  the  kidneys  were  restored  to 
their  normal  positions  so  far  as  possible,  and  kept  there  by  a  firm  abdominal  com- 
press. For  tnree  days  the  pelvis  was  elevated.  The  patient  complained  of  severe 
pain  in  both  sides  for  forty-eight  hours  after  the  operation.  Otherwise,  she  had  a 
normal  recovery.  The  patient  was  partially  relieved  of  her  sufifering  and  the  kid- 
neys were  fixed,  though  some  mobility  could  be  felt  in  certain'poeitions. — Zcil»ckri/t 
fur  OeburUhvJfc  und  Gyndkologie,  Bd.  xix.,  H.  2,  1890. 


1890.]  Gleanings.  793 

[The  before-mentioned  patient  died  four  months  after  the  o^ration  from  hyper- 
emesiB-grayidarnm.  At  the  necropsy,  the  kidneys  were  found  in  theirnormal  posi- 
tion and  only  slightly  movable.  The  use  of  the  collodion  appeare<i  to  be  success- 
ful  in  every  way.  Since  then,  Veit  has  proposed  to  treat  posterior  displacements  of 
the  uterus  by  laparotomy  and  causing  adhesive  peritonitis  behind  the  cervix,  so  as 
to  form  extensive  adhesions  which  wul  keep  the  uterus  in  place,  without  further 
opeTViiing.—ZeitackriftfUr  Od>urtshulfe  und  Oyndkolffie,  Bd.  xx.,  H.  1,  1890.] 

SUBNITBATE  OF  BrSMTTTH  AS  A  SXTBSTmJTE  FOR  IODOFORM. — Casati   believei 

that  subnitrate  of  bismuth  is  an  excellent  substitute  for  iodoform.  He  claims  that 
it  decreases  the  purulent  secretion  of  wounds  in  process  of  granulation ;  that  it  en- 
courages granuUtion ;  that  it  never  manifests  any  bad  effects ;  and  that  it  far  exceeds 
iodoform  in  activity. — Archiv.fur  Dermatol,  und  SyphUis,  Heft  4  u.  5,  1890. 

Bkromai^n,  expresses  the  impoctance  of  a  careful  disinfection  of  the  surgeons' 
hands  in  the  following  words :  "  Infection  by  contact  with  the  physician's  hands 
plays  a  principal  part  in  the  »tiolojj^y  of  diseases  of  wounds,  and  the  much  prised 
skilful  hand  of  the  surgeon  may  bring  the  greatest  harm  with  the  tenderest  touch." 

Operatiyb  Treathskt  of  Goitre.— W.  W.  Van  Artsdalen,  in  the  Annals  (/ 
Surgery  for  September,  1890,  gives  a  very  exhaustive  review  of  the  operative  pro- 
cedures employed  for  the  removal  of  thyroid  tumors. 

The  indications  for  operative  interference  are  :  (1)  symptoms  of  suffocation ;  (2) 
dyspnoea,  even  when  occurring  after  exertion;  (3)  rapid  growth  of  the  tumor;  (4) 
dysphagia;  (5)  interference  with  the  patient's  duties  or  even  enjoyment  (Maas); 
(6)  age  does  not  contra^indicate  operation. 

The  following  complications  may  occur  during  the  operation :  (1)  haemorrhage ; 
(2)  gross  lesions  of  such  nerves  as  the  sympathetic,  the  pneumogastric,  the  hypo- 
glossal, or  the  recurrent  laryngeal ;  (3)  injuries  to  the  trachea  or  oesophafl^us. 

The  complications  which  may  immediately  follow  the  operation  are  inflammatory 
or  septic  conditions  producing  aphenia  from  tumefaction  of  the  laryngeal  mucous 
membrane,  or  suppurative  cellulitis  of  the  neck  or  anterior  mediastinum. 

Those  appearing  at  more  remote  periods  are  mania,  epilepsy,  tetanus,  hysteria, 
myxoedema,  recurrence  of  malignant  growths  in  loco  or  at  a  distance. 

The  choice  of  the  method  of  operation  will  vary  in  the  different  forms  of  goitre 
(exophthalmic  goitre  excepted)  for  large  nodes  in  simple  goitres,  enucleation ;  if 
this  be  impossible,  resection.  For  nodes  in  immovable  goitres  with  symptoms  of 
suffocation,  enucleation  ;  if  this  becomes  worse,  evidement  For  soft  nodes  evide- 
ment  is  to  be  preferred  for  the  sake  of  dispatch.  For  numerous  small  nodes,  nar- 
tial  extirpation,  if  no  sound  tissue  remains,  resection.  For  vascular  tumorp,  liga- 
tion of  the  arteries.  For  cysts,  enucleation.  For  diffuse  hypertrophy,  partial  ex- 
tirpation ;  if  no  sound  tissue  can  be  left,  resection.  For  malignant  goitres,  total 
extirpation  or  amputation.  For  acute  thyroiditis,  total  extirpation ;  or  if  occurring 
in  cystic  goitre,  enucleation,  or,  to  save  time,  incision  and  drainage.  For  tumors, 
the  nature  of  which  has  not  oeen  made  out  or  when  the  chosen  operation  cannot 
be  done,  resection.  lujections  are  used  when,  for  some  reason,  an  operation  is  not 
deemed  advisable.  Of  the  fluids  used,  iodine,  ergotine,  arsenic,  iodoform,  etc.,  the 
latter  seems  preferable.  It  has  been  used  (Mostig-Moorhoff,>  for  soft  parenchyma- 
tous or  follicular  goitres,  iodoform  one  part,  olive  oil  and  ether  each  seven  parts, 
fifteen  to  thirty  minions  being  injected  (once  or  twice  a  week)  from  five  to  ten 
times.    A  preliminary  tracheotomy  should  not,  as  a  rule,  be  done. 

The  operations  referred  to  are  described  as  follows ; 

Iktirpation  (Eocher).  The  skin,  superficial  fascia  and  muscles  are  divided  and 
the  capsule  exposed.  The  superior  thyroid  and  large  veins  are  tied,  the  external 
cfltpsule  split  and  the  gland  turned  out.  The  inferior  thyroid  is  tied  near  the  caro- 
tid, %.e.  as  far  away  as  possible  from  the  gland,  the  isthmus  isolated  and  the  tumor 
cut  off. 

EnudectHon  (Socin).  The  gland  is  exposed,  its  parenchyma  excised  if  necessary 
and  the  nodes  with  their  capsules  enucleated  with  blunt  force. 

Beeedion  TMiculicz).  The  tumor  is  freed  above  by  blunt  dissection  and  ligation 
of  the  vessels  and  the  isthmus  isolated  and  cut  through.  The  lower  attachments 
are  treated  like  a  pedicle,  the  tumor  being  split  into  strands  longitudinally  which  are 
tied  off  one  by  one. 

Ampliation  (Nussbaum)  differs  from  the  above  only  in  that  the  artificially  formed 
pedicle  is  divided  with  the  cautery. 
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EMemmU  (Kocber).  Differs  from  ennoleation  only  in  that  the  nodes  and  their 
capsules  are  split  in  two  and  each  half  then  taken  ont    It  is  more  rapid. 

Ligaiion  of  the  ArUrim  ( Woffler).  The  superior  and  the  inferior  thyroid  arter> 
ies  are  tied  and  the  gland  shrivels  into  a  cioatrioial  mass.  The  ligation  presents 
many  difficulties. 

Dbt  Tbeatmkmt  of  Open  Wouhdb.— H.  T.  Byford  urges  the  more  frequent 
use  of  dry  dressings  in  open  wounds  and  ulcers,  the  desideratum  being  asepsis 
more  than  antisepsis,  and  abundant  capillary  drainage  of  every  and  the  minutest 
portion  of  the  wound.  To  accomplish  the  latter  the  drainage  material  shonld  be 
changed  before  it  becomes  saturated  or  clogged.  Qermicioes,  as  a  rule,  neither 
prevent  nor  arrest  suppuration  in  open  wouncU,  hence  Nature's  method  of  healing 
small  superficial  wounds  to  be  followed,  «.«.,  to  dry  the  wound  and  keep  it  dry,  or, 
failing  in  this,  to  constantly  drain  off  the  accumulating  fluids.  At  each  dressioff 
the  surrounding  surfaces  are  cleansed,  the  wound  dried  off  with  absorbent  materiu 
and  new  drainage  applied ;  in  other  words,  no  watery  solutions  come  in  contact 
with  the  wound.  This  may  have  to  be  repeated  frequently  for  the  first  few  days 
or  until  the  discharge  becomes  scanty.  Capillary  drainage  is  best  obtained  by 
packing  into  every  comer  of  the  wound  dry,  aseptic  (t.«.,  not  impregnated  with 
iodoform,  sublimate,  etc.),  cotton  for  small  wounds,  or  gauze  for  large  ones,  the 
objection  to  the  continued  use  of  the  latter  being  that  the  granulations  work  into 
its  meshes  and  are  torn  on  its  removal.  No  powder  should  M  dusted  on  the  wonnd ; 
in  short,  the  absorbent  dressing  is  packed  accurately  into  the  wonnd,  so  as  to  allow 
of  no  spaces  in  which  discharges  can  accumulate  and  serve  as  media  for  germ  de- 
velopment and  the  dressings  are  changed  often  enough  to  avoid  clogging  and  con- 
sequent damming  back  of  the  same  with  like  results. — AnnaU  of  Surgery ^  October, 
1890. 

The  Relation  of  Gonorrhoea  to  Renal  Diseabe.— Kennedy  draws  atten- 
tion to  the  above  subject,  which  is  often  forgotten  judging  from  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  diuretics  and  the  apparent  lack  of  interest  taken  in  the  disease.  He  sums 
up  the  following  ways  in  which  gonorrhoea  may  induce  diseases  of  the  kidneys: 

!1)  By  direct  extension  of  the  morbid  process  throuffh  continuity  of  structure. 
2)  By  interference  with  the  escape  of  urine,  as  in  stricture.  (3)  By  reflex  irri- 
tation ;  the  urethral  irritation  mav  reflexly  disturb  the  renal  function  and  cause 
hypereomia  and  inflammation.  (4)  Diuretics,  the  excessive  or  injudicious  use  of 
which  may  induce  kidney  changes. — New  York  Medical  Journal^  October  18,  1890. 

The  Action  of  Chloroform  on  Bacteria. — The  experiments  of  Robin,  Mnntc, 
Koch  and  others  on  the  preservative  action  of  chloroform  were  taken  up  by  Kirch- 
ner,  who,  after  a  series  of  interesting  and  carefully  conducted  experiments,  came 
to  the  following  conclusions :  chloroform  is  not  a  disinfectant  but  an  antiseptic  and 
very  valuable  as  a  preserving  agent.  In  strong  solutions  and  where  evaporation  it 
prevented  it  is  of  especial  value;  it  destroys  the  bacilli  of  typhoid  and  cholera 
rapidly,  but  does  not  to  any  degree  affect  the  spores.  When  added  to  infected  milk 
or  water  in  one- half  per  cent,  solution  it  soon  sterilizes  the  same.  The  question  as 
to  the  action  of  such  a  solution  on  the  healthy  tissnes  is  an  interesting  one  and 
worthy  of  investigation.  The  author  recommends  it  in  the  above  solution  for 
cleansing  the  field  of  operation  and  wounds,  especially  in  those  cases  where  corro- 
sive sublimate  and  carbolic  acid  are  contra-indicated.  He  values  it  above  all  other 
antiseptics  as  a  mouth  wash. — Pharinaceuii9che  Rundaehau^  October,  1890. 

A  Hint  on  the  Administration  of  Chix)roform.— At^  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Academic  de  Medicine,  Dr.  Guerin,  speaking  of  the  administration  of  chloro- 
form, stated  that  he  believed  the  spasms  of  the  glottis,  which  not  infrequently 
occur  in  the  early  stage  of  chloroform  narcosis,  are  due  to  the  reflex  action  caused 
by  the  irritating  action  of  the  drug  on  the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  inferior 
turbinated  bones.  This  irritation  is  similar  to  that  occurring  in  inflammation  of 
the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  especially  of  that  part  covering  the  inferior  turbinated 
bones,  which  produces,  by  reflex  action  on  the  larynx,  a  spasm  of  the  glottis  dosdj 
simulating  asthma.  To  avert  this  danger  he  has  for  many  years  been  in  the  habit 
of  closing  the  nostrils  with  two  fingers  of  the  same  hand  which  holds  the  sponge, 
malring  the  patient  breathe  through  the  mouth.  By  this  method  the  nasal  mucous 
membrane  is  anesthetized  only  at  the  same  moment  that  the  cornea  and  other 
tissues  are  made  insensible  and  the  disquieting  and  dangerous  initial  spasm  is 
thus  prevented.  This  procedure  seems  preferable  to  the  injection  of  cocaine  into 
the  nasal  fossse,  which  has  quite  as  many  dangers  as  badly  administered  chloro- 
form.— Bevu^  HomoBopathique  Fhmfaiae, 
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Cabduub  Mabianttb. — The  main  sphere  of  action  of  carduos  marianus  is  in  dis- 
eases of  the  liver,  the  gall-bladder  ana  the  spleen,  and  in  diseases  dependent  upon 
organic  lesions  of  these  viscera,  snch  as  asthma,  cough  with  stitches  in  the  side, 
ai]^  localized  rheamatism,  particnlarly  of  the  intercostal  masclesj  the  diaphragm, 
and  the  abdominal  masdes,  also  in  diseases  of  the  stomach,  digestive  disorders  ana 
gastro-intestinal  catarrh.  It  has  a  marked  action  npon  the  venous  svstem,  especi- 
ally when  the  disease  of  the  yascular  system  is  due  to  hvperaemic  conditions  of  the 
liver  and  obstructive  hypersBmia  of  the  portal  system,  although  it  appears  to  have 
a  specific  action  on  the  vascular  system  independently  of  any  disease  of  the  abdomi- 
nal organs.  Epistaxis,  metrorrhagia,  bleeding  hemorrhoids,  expectoration  of  blood 
and  hapmatemesis,  as  well  as  venous  ulcers  of  the  leg,  have  frequently  been  cured 
by  the  remedy. 

The  first  and  main  indication  for  cardnus  marianus  is  hypamnia  of  the  Ivoer^  hyper- 
»mic  condition»  of  the  f,9\\  passages  and  of  the  portal  system,  and  icterus.  In 
hypereemia  of  the  liver  it  is  as  nsenil  in  the  acute  as  in  the  chronic  form.  Its  indi- 
cations are,  more  or  less  marked  distension  and  painfulness  of  the  right  hypochon- 
driunr,  with  pressive,  throbbing  or  sticking  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen 
below  the  short  ribs  to  the  back,  also  radiating  throngh  the  chest  to  the  right 
shoulder.  Clinically,  it  has  been  found  useful  in  painful  diseases  of  the  liver  with- 
out any  accompanying  swelling  or  impaction  of  g^ll-stones. 

There  is  a  tendency  to  deep  breathing,  but  the  pains  are  aggravated  thereby ;  they 
are  also  aggravated  by  motion.  In  very  acute  cases  the  aiBTections  for  which  it  is 
oseful  simulate  bilious  fever  or  the  so-called  >icnte  hepatitis  or  typhlitis,  or  the  symp- 
toms may  call  to  mind  a  puerperal  peritonitis ;  or  cough,  with  pain  in  the  side,  may 
be  present 

VhT€nic  hypercmUa  of  the  liver  is  often  accompanied  by  chronic  stitches  in  both 
hypochondria;  pain  in  the  region  of  the  csecum,  to  which  may  be  added  emaciation, 
muddy  color  of  the  face,  and  even  hectic  fever.  Occasionally,  hsmorrhagee  occur, 
epistazis,  expectoration  or  vomiting  of  blood,  metrorrhagia ;  also  pain  in  the  hip 
and  intercostal  muscles. 

Its  indications  in  ieteruiaiidg(utrO'infe9Un(decUarrh  are,  dull  headache,  particu- 
larly in  the  forehead  and  temples;  dulness  of  the  head ;  vertigo ;  epistaxis;  bitter, 
pappy,  insipid  taste;  eructation.;  heartburn;  white  tongue,  particularly  if  it  is  white 
m  tne  middle  and  red  at  the  tip  and  edges ;  but  also  if  it  is  only  coated  on  one 
side;  vomiting  of  a  sour,  green  fluid.  In  the  beginning  the  stools  are  mostly  brown, 
and  of  a  hard  consistence  (normal) ;  later  thev  become  light  yellow  and  of  a  pappy 
or  fluid  consistence.  At  first  the  urine  is  a  deep  yellow,  then  brownish  from  bile, 
cloudy  alkaline  or  acid,  with  opaline  scum  and  flocculent  sediment. 

The  gastro^nteaHnal  catarrh  is  subacute  in  character,  although  attacks  of  gas- 
tralgia  mav  occur  when  the  pains  are  contractive,  with  vomiting  at  their  height, 
and  sensation  of  cold  rising  from  the  praecordium  to  the  throat ;  they  end  witn  a 
sensation  of  contraction  of  the  throat.  It  might  be  mentioned  here  that  the  remedy 
is,  at  times,  useful  in  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy  when  it  occurs  in  the  morning 
before  any  food  is  taken,  and  a  watery,  tasteless  fluid  is  brought  up.    It  has  been 
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recommended  in  pill -stone  colic,  but,  according  to  Eiosender's  ezperieDoe,  the  Tom- 
itinfr  alone  \h  relieved. 

Melaneholioy  due  to  diFeane  of  the  liver,  has  been  ciired  by  the  remedy  when  other 
indications  were  present.  Coagh  is  very  seldom  absent;  it  is  dry  at  times,  at  oCben 
there  is  blood -streaked  or  bloody  expectoration;  in  the  morning,  thick  yellow  spu- 
tum israiHed  with  difficulty;  there  are  also  stitches  in  the  side  and  evening  fever. 
The  patients  also  complain  of  dyspnoea,  so  that  the  presence  of  pleuritif  or  pneu- 
monia might  be  suspected  before  a  physical  examination  is  made. 

According  to  the  physiological  provings  of  Reil,  carduus  produced  the  following 
symptoms:  More  difficult  voiding  of  stool  or  abHcnce  of  stool;  dull,  fronta]  head- 
ache, particularly  towards  the  right  temple;  bitter  taste;  nausea;  pressure  in  the 
stomach  ;  pyrosis;  distension  of  the  epigastrium:  white-coated  tongue,  particularly 
in  the  middle ;  later,  distension  of  the  right  hypochondrinm,  with  pres«snre  there 
and  pain  from  deep  inspiration  and  motion.  As  the  dose  was  increased,  the  stnok 
became  yellow  ana  pa]>py  ;  vomiting  of  green,  sour  fluid ;  and  the  urine,  which  had 
been  deep  yellow,  became  brown  and  contained  gall-pigment,  as  was  demonstrated 
by  chemical  tests;  it  retained  its  normal  acidity.  The  symptoms  persisted  foraome 
davs  after  the  close  of  the  ezperimentfl,  and  then  disappeared  spontaneously. 

In  acute  or  subacute  gastro-intestinal  catarrh,  where  the  previously  mentioned 
symptoms  were  present,  carduus  marianns,  in  the  doee  of  a  number  of  drops  re- 
peated several  times  daily,  proved  itaelf  very  valuable. 

In  gaairaU/ia,  the  healing  virtue  of  carduus  is  greater  than  many  of  the  more 
frequently  used  remedies.  Brilliant  results  will  be  obtained  from  the  use  of  this 
remedy  if  there  are  present  pains  of  a  drawing  together  (constrictive)  character; 
vomiting  at  the  height  of  the  attack;  cold  sensation  rising  from  the  epigastrium  to 
the  throat,  in  which  a  crampy,  constrictive  sensation  is  felt;  pressive,  sticking  pain 
in  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  radiating  towards  the  back  or  shoulder,  together 
with  the  carduus  liver  affection.  According  to  Einsender's  observations,  cardial- 
gias,  due  to  some  form  of  liver  disease,  are  more  frequently  met  with  than  those  of 
a  purely  nervous  character,  for  which  assumption  the  excellent  action  of  nux  vomica 
seems  to  speak. 

Even  if  carduus  is  not  a  splenic  remedy  par  eitceUenee,  it  must  be  placed  alongside 
of  conium,  the  antipsoric  of  the  spleen,  acorn  waters,  and  others.  It  is  of  value  in 
chronic  hypercnnia  of  the  spleen  and  affections  resulting  therefrom.  It  curee  the  fol- 
lowing symptoms,  which  are  supposed  to  be  due  tosplenic  affections :  Chronic  stitchea 
in  the  left  hypochondrinm ;  vomiting  of  blood ;  intermittent  fever  and  intermittent 
neuralgias.  Einsender  frequently  saw  these  symptoms,  which  had  been  left  as 
sequelae  to  malaria  or  typhoid  fever,  disappear  under  the  use  of  carduus.  In  former 
times  carduus  has  been  prescribed  for  malarial  fever. 

The  cases  are  numerous  in  which  carduus  has  cured  stitches  in  the  right  side 
(liver)  or  in  the  left  side  (spleen),  with  cough  and  bloody  expectoration,  or  expec- 
toration of  tough,  lumpy  mucus,  and  evening  fever.  Even  cases  of  apparent 
phthisis  pituitosa  may  be  cured  with  it,  as  well  as  mild  cases  of  bronchial 
catarrh. 

Hfemorrhages  from  the  lungs  that  occur  in  connection  with  diseases  of  the  liver 
may  be  cured  by  carduus.  Cough,  with  expectoration  of  blood,  accompanied  by 
disease  of  the  spleen,  in  which  splenic  stitches  or  swelling  of  the  spleen  and  ame- 
lioration of  the  symptoms  by  lying  on  the  left  side  occur,  is  curable  by  carduus. 
Acute  and  chronic  bronchial  catarrh,  as  well  as  acute  and  chronic  angina  faucium, 
if  accompanied  by  liver  or  splenic  affections,  require  carduus.  Even  long-lasting 
asthma,  if  it  is  dependent  upon  liver  disease,  has  yielded  to  carduus. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  carduus  is  a*  very  valuable  remedy  in  various 
kinds  of  haemorrhages.*  One  thing  is  certain,  wh^re  they  are  connected  with  dis- 
eases of  the  liver  or  spleen,  the  remedy  is  able  to  control  them  ;  and  it  even  seems 
that  where  these  complications  are  not  present,  it  exerts  a  curative  action.  Thin 
Prof.  Rapp  asserts  that  it  is  curative  in  chronic  epUtaria,  which  in  young  people  is 
often  a  symptom  of  psora,  and  it  is  next  to  bryon.  in  these  cases.  Einsender  has 
verified  this  statement  many  times  (hamamelis  and  crocus  were  also  efficacious). 
Cases  have  proved  its  value  in  cough  wiih  bloody  expectoration,  hematemesis^  and 
bloody  stool.  It  must  be  mentioned  that  it  is  also  very  valuable  in  hfemorrhages 
from  the  uterus,  These  often  occur  as  concomitants  of  liver  or  spleen  affections 
(and  renal  aflTections).  It  is  not  always  possible  to  prove  the  presence  of  liver  and 
spleen  diseases  by  demonstrable  swelling  and  enlargement  of  these  organs,  or  by  the 
presence  of  violent  pains  in  them.    The  existence  of  a  disease  of  tlie  liver  or  spleen 
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is  often  probable  from  the  patient  haying  suffered  from  tvphoid  or  malarial  fever, 
jaundice,  or  pneumonia.  This  assumption  is  strengthened  by  the  presence  of  dis- 
turbances of  di»festion,  tendency  to  uiarrhoea  or  connti nation,  bitter  ta$«te,  coated 
tongue,  yellowish  coloration  of  the  temples  or  angles  of  the  mouth,  mouldy  color  of 
the  urine,  light-colored  stools,  sensation  of  repletion  after  taking  but  little  food,  and 
sensitiveness  of  the  hepatic  region  to  touch ;  in  diseases  of  the  spleen,  color  of  the 
face  similar  to  that  found  in  anaemia.  The  eztraordinarilv  gooa  results  obtained 
from  the  administration  of  large  doses  of  bursa  pastoris  have  already  been  pub- 
lished by  the  author.    Carduus  is  also  valuable  in  such  cases. 

The  value  of  carduus  as  a  remedy  affecting  the  vessels  is  proven  by  the  experience 
of  Dr.  Windelband,  who  cured  146  cases  of  varicose  ulcers  of  the  leg  out  of  196 
treated.  In  Bd.  1,  Heft  4  of  the  Zeiischr.  des  Berliner  Verein,  Honweop.  AertU,  they 
have  been  described  in  full  as  having  been  fully  develo|>ed  ulcerations  uf  a  bluish, 
brownish-red  color,  with  dirty-colored  granulations.  Around  them  there  was  a 
brownish  pigmentation  in  which  varicosities  existed.  Their  edges  were  notched, 
callous,  bled  easily,  and  a  knock  against  them  would  usually  cau*«e  a  varicosity  to 
burst.  Eczema  preceded  them  (rarely  inflammation  of  the  subcutaneous  connec- 
tive lissiiej,  and  generally  originated  from  scratching  open  the  itching,  ecsematous 
akin.  Pain  was  generally  moderate ;  burning  in  and  around  the  ulcers  was  only 
rarely  oomplsined  of.  The  most  unendurable  symptom  was  always  the  itching, 
particularly  when  they  were  getting  better.  Absolute  rest  was  not  insisted  upon; 
and  yet  the  large  number  mentioned  were  cured  in  a  relatively  short  time,  although 
they  had  mostly  lasted  months  and  even  years.  A  flannel  bandage  was  applied  and 
DO  external  treatment  used  except^  a  simple  water  dressing,  when  the  burning  and 
itching  were  excessive,  or  an  oiled  rag  was  laid  upon  the  ulcer. 

In  conclusion  it  must  be  remarked  that  carduus  is  efficacious  in  certain  forms  of 
rheumatism  dependent  upon  liver  diseases.  This  rheumatism  only  affects  the  ab- 
dominal muscles.  It  may  extend  to  the  hips  or  the  thighs,  at  times  radiating  to 
the  malleoli.  The  pains  may  also  be  felt  under  the  short  ribs  and  in  the  lumbar 
region.  The  liver  svmptoms  already  mentioned  must,  however,  be  present. — 
Zn/scAf.  des  Berliner  Verein,  Homoeop.  AerttU. 

Action  of  Nafthaline  upon  the  Eye.— Napthaline  exhibits  a  most  marked 
affinity  for  the  eve,  and  is  capable  of  exciting  very  serious  lesions  of  that  organ. 
Under  the  influence  of  toxic  doses  of  this  drug  there  soon  develops  a  serous  effu- 
sion between  the  retina  and  the  vitreous ;  later  the  effusiou  appears  between  the 
pigmenteil  epithelium  of  the  retina  aud  the  conical  and  striated  elements.  There 
IS  then  loot^ening  of  the  retina  which  floats  between  the  two  liquids.  Very  soon 
white  unibilicated  patches  are  seen  deposited  upon  the  retina,  and  these  are  not 
formed  of  uapthalineLut  consist  of  oxalate,  sulphate  and  carbonate  of  calcium. 
Again,  in  the  body  of  the  vitreous  are  seen  floating  numerous  brilliant  bodies; 
these  likewise  are  not  due  to  deposits  of  naphthaline.  At  last  the  crystalline  lens 
itself  is  afiected,  and  in  space  of  time  ranging  from  three  to  thirty  days,  a  soft  gray- 
ish cataract  is  furmed.     Naphthaline  then  is  capable  of  producing  : 

1.  Detachment  of  the  retina. 

2.  Papillo-retinal  infiltration. 

3.  Dei)osits  in  patches  upon  the  retina. 

4.  Amblyopia  and  consecutive  amaurosis. 
6.  Sparkling  synchisis. 

0.  Soil  cataract. 

Should  these  effects  of  the  drug  lead  to  a  successful  employment  of  the  dnig  in 
the  conditions  above  named,  then  will  ourarmamentariijm  be  made  richer. — Traruh 
actions  of  the  Intemalional  Congress  of  Homoeopathy  held  in  Paris. 

Nacre  or  Conchiolike. — Hahnemann  nearly  sixty  years  ago,  studied  the 
oyster  shell  (calcarea  ostrearum)  in  bone  diseases.  Twenty  years  ago  a  number 
of  physicianH,  mostly  German  allopaths  made  studies  of  the  pathogenetic  action 
of  the  nacre  or  the  pearl,  and  of  the  effects  produced  by  it  on  tho«e  who  worked 
in  it.  English,  in  1869,  Gussenhauer,  in  1875,  and  Jelink,  in  1885,  successively 
published  their  observations.  It  produces  the  following:  Rheumatoid  and  osteo- 
copic  pains;  osteitis  of  the  extremity  of  the  diaphyses  of  long  bones  (never  in 
the  middle  of  the  diaphvsis  or  in  the  epiphyses) ;  osteo-periostitis  of  the  in- 
ferior maxilla,  sternum,  left  scapula,  radius,  right  cubitus,  left  fibula,  left  femur, 
left  cuboid  and  left  right  astragulus.     Thus  it  is  seen  that  nacre  acts  upon  both 
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Bides  but  preferably  apon  the  left.  It  has  been  used  soocessfally  in  osteomjre- 
HtLB  in  jouDg  persoDS,  Rymoietrical  periostitis,  rebellious  hoarseness,  nlcerous  bron- 
chitis and  brondiiectasia. 

Klauser  has  made  a  chemical  analysis  of  nacre  and  has  foand  in  it  two  sub- 
stances .'  one,  calcareous  which  he  named  calcose  or  siderose,  and  the  other  of  ani- 
mal nature  which  he  named  combujoline,  and  which,  according  to  his  sbuementB, 
had  much  to  do  with  the  disease- producing  effects  of  the  drug.  This  shows  that 
it  would  not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  for  one  to  employ  in  medicine 
carbonate  of  lime  made  in  the  laboratory,  in  preference  to  that  obtained  from  the 
oyHter  shell. 

Reasoning  from  the  above,  Ozanam  was  led  to  employ  the  fine  pearl  margarita. 
This  is  a  diseane  of  the  pearl  oyster.  He  found  it  of  use  in  oi^teitiis  periostitis  and 
bony  tumors.  GaMe  1,  was  that  of  a  farmer  aged  47  years.  Eighteen  months 
after  exposure,  he  had  a  painful  swelling  on  the  right  cheek.  An  abece§s  formed 
near  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  and  his  attending  physician  diagnosed  an  osteo-perios- 
titis  of  the  autcending  ramus.  After  th^  abscess  had  opened  there  remained  a 
chronic  swelling  and  induration  of  the  parts,  the  skin  over  which  was  red  and 
shining.  The  tumor  was  hard  and  interfered  with  mastication.  Six  months  after- 
wards, a  new  complication  arose.*  At  every  meal  during  mastication,  a  limpid 
water,  abundant,  flowed  from  the  opening,  showing  that  a  salivary  fistula  had 
formed.  Margarita  was  finally  administered.  After  six  weeks  the  tumor  had 
diminished  two-thirds,  the  external  fistula  was  almost  dry,  and  the  parotid  Bstula 
entirely  closed. 

Ozanam  also  proposes  nacre  as  a  remedy  in  laryngeal,  and  pulmonary  phthisis 
—  Transactions  of  the  InUmational  Oonffren  <^  HomoBopathy  heid  in  Paris. 

Hydrastis  in  URETHama  — Dr.  Oscar  Hansen  reports  a  case  of  gonorrhoea! 
urethritis  thut  had  been  under  allopathic  treatment  with  no  particular  improve- 
ment. The  discharge  was  yellowish  white  and  thick,  and  there  was  slight  burning 
during  micturition.  Mercurius  sublimatus  both  locally  and  internally  failed  to 
do  much  good.  Then  hydrastis,  first  centesimal  dilution,  was  prescribed,  five  drops, 
three  times  daily.  An  injection  of  hydrastis  tincture  was  also  ordered.  The  pa- 
tient was  entirely  cured  in  three  weeks  under  this  treatment. — HomcBopathic  Worldf 
October  1,  18U0. 

Arsenicum  Album  ik  8kin  Diseabsb. — A  confectioner,  aged  31  years,  had 
over  his  arms  an  eruption  consisting  of  larger  and  smaller  papules  which  itch  and 
scale  ofi*.  Tlie  eruption  is  partly  in  larger  patches,  and  partly  in  oval  figures ;  there 
is  also  a  liiile  of  it  on  the  backs  of  the  feet.  The  skin  over  the  diseased  partii  it 
red  and  raised.  The  itching  is  worse  at  night,  and  the  affected  parts  bum  like  fire. 
Scratching  of  the  eruption  makes  the  itching  worse  Arsenicum  album  3x  was 
prescribed  internally.  The  parts  were  washed  with  lanolin  soap  morning  and  even- 
ing, and  afterwards  an  ointment  of  red  precipitate  was  used.  In  three  months  the 
patient  was  entirely  cured. — HomoBopatMe  World f  Oct.,  1890. 

The  Treatment  op  Laryngismus  Stridulus. — In  a  papier  on  laryngismus 
stridulus,  Dr.  Sli'^ldon  Leavitt  presented  the  following  indications : 

Chlcarea  carb.  doubtless  occupies  the  most  prominent  place,  and  is  especially  in- 
dicated by  the  early  symptoms,  such  as  late  teething,  broad  fontanel les,  perspiration 
about  the  head,  light  stools,  curdy  movements  and  restless  nights  Should  the 
child  be  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  with  a  tendency  to  accumulate  fat,  and  yet  with 
the  ordinary  expression  of  health,  this  remedy  would  be  more  strongly  demanded. 

SUicea  is  not  so  frequently  indicated,  but  sometimes  serves  us  well.  Some  of  the 
symptoms  calling  for  it  are  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  pale  waxy  appearance  of  the 
skin,  sensitiveness  to  every  impression, a  tendency  to  emaciation,  and  deficiency  of 
animal  heat. 

Arsenicum  iodaium  does  excellent  service  when  the  child  is  restless  and  uneasy, 
has  sore  mouth,  a  disposition  to  looseness  of  the  bowels,  skin  easily  chafed,  and  the 
food  often  vomited. 

Sulphur  will  be  indicated  in  weak  cachectic  children  with  roughness  of  the  skin. 

Calmrea  phosphorica  when  there  is  decided  evidence  of  a  deficiency  of  earthy 
salts  in  the  osseous  system. 

Cuprum  gcheiniumy  magnesia  pho8,,  nux  vomica,  and  probably  many  other  reme- 
dies may  Ims  called  for  as  occasion  requires. — The  C/mt^us,  September  15,1890. 
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Terbbiitthina  in  H  amatubia. — A  working  man,  aged  44  jean,  had  a  chancre 
24  Tears  ago,  which  was  allopathicallj  treated  with  sablimate  pills.  His  actual 
present  illness  had  existed  for  a  year  and  a  half.  After  micturition  there  oomes 
olood  from  the  urethra,  sometimes  but  a  few  drops,  and  sometimes  as  much  as  a 
teaspoonful.  The  blocKl  is  of  a  light  color  and  limpid.  The  urine  comes  in  jets, 
frequently  in  the  day-time,  once  or  twice  at  night.  Ko  swelling  of  the  pros- 
tate. Jsever  any  blood  with  the  stools.  Nitric  acid  was  first  given,  but  with- 
out any  benefit.  Dark  coagulated  blood  then  began  to  come  with  the  urine. 
Terebinihmif  3d  centesimal  dilution,  was  then  given.  A  complete  cure  was  efifected 
in  two  months. — Dr.  Oscar  Hansen  in  the  HomaeopcUhie  World,  October  1, 1890. 

A  Lycopodiuh  Case. — Miss heard  her  brother  sing  a  comic  song,  the 

chorus  of  which  ran  in  her  head  continually  afterward ;  even  the  pendulum  of 
a  clock  seemed  to  be  ticking  the  words.  Lyoopodinm  was  given  because  it  has 
the  symptoms :  "  A  piece  of  music  1  once  heard  came  so  vividlv  before  the 
mind  that  I  could  almost  hear  it ;  **  and  "  In  the  evening  she  continues  to  hear 
the  music  she  has  heard  played  during  the  day."— Dr.  £.  W.  Berridge  in  the 
Ewnaopaihic  World,  October  1,  1890. 

Bellis  Peeenuis.— An- Accidental  Pbovino.— A  lady,  aged  45 years, took 
a  dose  of  tincture  of  heUi»  perennis  by  mistake.  It  produced  marked  swelling 
of  the  eyelids,  and  large  patches  of  scarlet  flushing  over  the  forehead  and 
cheeks,  but  without  the  least  feeling  of  heat  or  burning.  The  appearance  was 
like  violent  erythema,  but  there  was  no  rash.  As  the  aay  went  on  it  grew  paler, 
and  the  next  morning  there  was  a  peeling  off  of  the  skin.  The  swelling  of  the 
eyelids,  especially  the  left,  lasted  longer  than  the  patchy  redness.  There  was  also  a 
peculiar  wide-awakedness  very  early  before  3  a.m.,  and  do  what  she  would  she 
could  not  ^t  to  sleep  again.  This  wakefulness  was  unlike  ordinary  early  morn- 
ing dozing;  she  seemed  to  wake  all  at  once  as  it  were,  with  every  mental 
fiMiulty  clear  and  on  the  alert. — Homcnpaikie  World,  October  1, 1890. 

Cheudonivm  in  Pbolafsub  Ani. — Chelidonium  2x  proved  curative  in  a  case 
with  many  years'  loss  of  power  of  retracting  the  anus  after  stool ;  without  the  aid 
of  the  finger  prolapsus  would  continue.  It  has  now  been  several  months  since  this 
cure  wan  effected  so  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  radical  one. — HomcBopatkic  Worldf 
October  1, 1890. 

Bhododendbon  in  Gonobbhosal  SBquELiB.*-A  young  married  man  who  had 
gonorrhoea  previous  to  his  marriage  complained  of  drawing  pains  from  the  testi- 
cles into  the  abdomen  and  thighs;  there  was  contusive  pains  in  the  testicles ;  they 
were  painful  to  the  touch,  somewhat  swollen,  and  one  was  rather  indurated.  The 
trouble  was  always  worse  in  wet  and  stormy  weather.  £arly  relief  and  a  cessation 
of  the  trouble  followed  the  administration  of  rhododendron  3. — Dr.  £.  <i.  Urahn  in 
the  AfMriean  HomoeapcUhitt,  September,  1890. 

Spiqelia  in  Cabdiac  Stmftomb— Dr.  £.  G.  Grahn  states  that  he  has,  a  num- 
ber of  times,  used  spigelia  in  the  third  dilution  in  cases  with  a  loud,  almost  audible 
heart  beat,  followed  perhaps  by  excessive  weakness  of  the  heart's  beating,  and 
again  by  violent  palpitation.  When  any  of  these  symptoms  existed  in  persons  with 
functional  heart  trouble,  the  action  of  the  remedy  was  quite  certain  and  prompt. — 
American  Homoeopalhisi,  September,  1890. 

Magnesia  Phos.  in  Splenic  Pains. — A  lady  of  middle  age  had  sharp  neu- 
ralgic pains  in  the  splenic  region.  A  powder  of  the  third  was  dissolved  in  water, 
and  teaspoonful  doses  of  the  solution  administered  at  short  intervals.  Belief 
followed  after  a  few  doses.— Dr.  £.  G.  Grahn,  American  Homctopathist,  September, 
1890. 

Crocus  in  Metbobbhaoia. — Miss  ,  aged  86  years,  had  had  for  many 

months  a  recurring  hemorrhage  at  each  menstrual  flow.  **  At  the  commencement, 
sensation  as  if  the  menses  would  appear,  with  colic  and  pressure  towards  the  geni- 
tals. The  flowing  was  increased  at  the  (lightest  movement  The  escaping  blood 
was  dark,  thick  and  easily  clotted.  There  was  an  unnatural  pressure  in  the  abdo- 
men." Crocus  Ix  was  j;iven  in  drop  doses,  every  half  hour.  Best  and  proper 
diet  were  enjoined.  Belief  was  apparent  at  once,  and  the  symptoms  did  not  recnr 
in  the  slightest  degree  for  six  months,— Medical  Ourrent,  October,  1890, 
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Berberib  Vulgaris  in  Nephritis  —BerheriB  vuIgarU,  Ix  dilution,  cured  the 
following  case:  '*  Sticking  digging,  tearing  pains  in  the  renal  region.  The  suffer- 
ing was  worse  from  deep  pre^wure.  This  disturbance  extended  down  the  back, 
along  the  courne  of  the  ureters  into  the  pelvis.  There  was  also  a  tensive  pain 
across  the  small  of  the  back,  at  the  same  time  the  back  felt  Ktiff  and  numb.  Tnere 
was  also  a  peculiar  feeling  of  bubbling  under  the  skin. — Medical  Current,  October, 
1890. 

Berberis  in  Cystitis. — Berberis  vulgaris  cured  the  following  case:  Mra.  X., 
aged  28  years,  after  a  severe  lying-in  period  presented  the  following  symptoms: 
**  Cutting  pain  in  the  bladder  extending  down  the  urethra.  After  micturition  there 
was  severe  burning  pain.  The  urine  was  vellow,  turbid  and  floccblent.  After 
standing  a  »hort  time,  it  threw  down  a  whitish  sediment,  which  later  became  red 
and  mealy.  The  pains  were  tearing.  The  face  was  sunken  and  worn  looking. 
The  prostration  was  great." — Medical  OurrerU,  October  1890 , 

Spioelia  in  Neuralgia.— Spigelia  3x  cured  the  following  case:  Mre,  D, 
aged  40  years,  while  in  good  health  was  attacked  by  the  following  symptoms: 
"  The  neuralgia  began  in  the  occiput,  and  settled  over  the  left  eye  and  cheek. 
The  character  of  the  pain  was  tearing,  jerking  and  burning.  The  sufft^ring  was 
increased  by  noise,  warmth,  cold  or  any  jarring  of  the  body.  It  would  begin  in 
the  morning,  increase  during  the  day,  and  snbHide  at  night  She  was  very  sensi- 
tive to  any  change  of  the  weather. — Medical  Current,  October,  1890. 

The  Treatment  of  Hay  Fever.— ilrsmieum.— Subacute  corysa  coming 
every  morning  with  incessant  sneezing;  extremely  abundant  mucous  discharge; 
lachrymution  ;  redness  of  nose  and  excoriations  of  upper  lip.  The  nasal  symp- 
toms of  arsenicuui  justify  its  use  in  the  treatment  of  hay  fever,  and  clinical  ex'peri- 
ence  demonstrates  the  value  of  the  drug.  I  usually  give  the  3x  trituration  four 
times  per  diem. 

Nuz  vomica  is  similar  to  arsenicnm.  It  produces  a  corysa  with  incessant  sneet- 
ing  and  a  continual  discharge  of  watery  mucus.  Especially  is  it  indicated  wheo  a 
stoppage  of  the  nose  at  night  is  substituted  for  the  coryza.  We  are  sometimes  in 
the  habit  of  alternating  it  with  arsenicnm.  In  such  cases  I  give  two  doses  of  ar- 
senicum  in  the  morning  and  two  of  nnx  in  the  evening. 

Kali  cfdoricufn  produces  a  violent  coryza  with  incessant  sneezing  and  abundant 
serous  discharge.  I  give  it  usually  in  the  6th  dilution.  Probably  a  stronger  dose 
would  be  more  efficacious. 

Allium  eepa  is  useful  in  cases  with  the  well-known  indications. 

Cyclamen  produces  fluent  coryza  with  sneezing  and  diminution  of  the  sense  of 
smell.  Koth  reported  a  case  of  hay  fevci  with  abundant  watery  discharge,  very 
frequent  sneezing,  blunting  of  the  senses  of  taste  and  smell,  headache  and  earache, 
cured  by  cyclamen. 

Elaterium, — The  inhalation  of  the  vapors  of  elaterium  determines  a  violent 
coryza,  associated  with  numerous  sneezings  and  enormous  discharge  of  watery 
serous  fluid.     The  dose  of  this  drug  should  be  from  3d  to  6th  dilutions. 

<SNa6a^t//a  produces  in  health  a  fluent  coryza  with  sneezing;  head  painful  and 
face  altered.  Tliese  are  the  symptoms  whicfi  induced  Bayes  to  use  this  drug  in  hay 
fever.  According  to  his  statements  Subadilla  is  a  precious  remedy  in  hav  fever 
when  the  serous  dincharge  is  very  abundant  with  violent  sneezing,  with  lachryma- 
tion,  frontal  headache  and  heat  and  redness  of  face  and  eyes.  He  used  3x  dila- 
tion internally  and  externally  by  olfaction. 

Chininum  JSulphuiicum  produces  a  fluent  coryza  with  an  acute  course,  but  its  indica- 
tion in  the  treatment  of  hay  fever  is  principally  because  of  its  intermittent  char- 
acter. When  the  attacks  of  coryza  come  on  every  day  at  fixed  hours  this  drug  is 
indicated. 

In  this  ciise  chininum  sulphuricum  should  be  given  same  ba  in  intermittent  fevers, 
that  is,  in  doses  of  one  gramme  for  adults,  taken  in  two  divided  doses,  as  fiu-  as 
possible  from  the  time  of  the  attacks. 

in  acute  coryza  of  very  violent  character  with  unsupportable  pain  we  have  found 
great  beneiii  by  the  use  of  the  following  external  application  : 

Chlorhvdrale  of  cocaine, ^  0  gr.,  20  centigr. 

OhIoriJe  of  sodium, 0  gr.,  20  centigr. 

Aqua  distillata, 10  grammes. 

A  few  dn)i)s  in  the  hollow  of  the  palm  to  snuff  through  one  or  the  other  nares 
three  or  four  times  per  diem. — Dr.  P.  Jousset  in  FArt  Mediealt  October,  1890. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER  AS  NOTED  AND  TREATED  IN  THE  HOMCEOPATHIC 
HOSPITAL,  MELBOURNE. 

BY  WILLIAM  R.  RAT,  M.D. 
(Honorary  Pbysiclan  to  the  Melbourne  HomcBopatbic  Hospital.) 

Before  entering  into  the  special  subject  of  my  paper,  it  may 
perhaps  be  advisable  to  explain  the  reason  of  typhoid  fever  being  so 
rife  in  our  city,  and  also  how  we  are  situated.  Melbourne,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  colony  of  Victoria  until  quite  recently,  had  all  its  sewage 
contained  in  surface  drains,  which  not  being  flushed  with  any 
regularity  give  off  their  odors  in  our  hot  summer  months.  The 
arrangements  for  the  removal  of  excreta  have  also  been  very  primi- 
tive, being  both  insanitary  and  dirty.  In  addition,  some  three  years 
ago,  Melbourne  experienced  a  sudden  epidemic  of  speculation  in  land 
estate,  which  resulted  in  land  being  sold  at  extremely  high  prices. 
Houses  of  various  sizes,  styles,  stability  and  value  were  speedily  run 
up  by  contractors,  irrespective  of  their  position  and  sanitary  arrange- 
ments. These  houses  being  occupied,  with  no  special  attention  to 
drainage  or  sewage,  became  in  their  turn  centres  of  infection,  until 
typhoid  had  assumed  a  well  defined  type,  occurring  regularly  every 
year ;  commencing  about  November  (the  beginning  of  our  summer) 
and  lasting  on  until  the  end  of  April  or  May. 

The  public  mind  has,  however^  been  drawn  to  these  defects,  and  one 
of  the  most  eminent  of  the  English  sanitary  engineers,  Mr.  Mansergh, 
has  just  left  us  after  investigating  matters  for  three  months,  and  is  to 
furnish  us  with  a  complete  scheme  for  the  proper  disposal  of  sew- 
age, which  will  certainly  have  its  effect  on  the  public  health.     This 
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has  been  clearly  shown  in  a  neighboring  city  (that  of  Adelaide,  the 
capital  of  South  Australia),  where  the  mortality  has  been  reduced 
by  one-sixth  since  underground  drainage  has  been  established.  Our 
hospital  is  situated  on  one  of  the  principal  thoroughfares  leading 
from  the  city,  and  draws  its  supplies  from  Melbourne  proper,  and 
its  suburbs,  which  have  a  population  of  about  350,000.  Until 
within  the  |)&st  year,  there  was  a  large  swamp  at  the  back  of  the 
hospital,  which  was  certainly  not  beneficial  to  the  health  of  onr 
patients,  but  this  has  since  been  filled  up. 

No  case  is  refused  except  from  want  of  room,  so  there  can  be  no 
picking  of  suitable  cases.  Within  the  past  two  years  several 
municipalities  have  made  S|)ecial  arrangements  with  the  committee 
of  our  hospitalto  treat  their  indigent  poor  who  are  suffering  from 
typhoid  fever,  which  is  significant,  as  it  raises  our  hospital  to  the 
position  of  one  of  the  public  charities,  and  any  public  recognition  of 
homoeopathy  in  an  English  community  is  a  distinct  step  forward. 

Having  given  a  brief  explanation  of  the  cause  of  our  trouble  in 
this  particular  direction,  1  will  endeavor  to  present  to  you  the 
s|)ecial  symptoms  of  the  disease  as  seen  here. 

A(  its  inception  the  patient  feels  weak  and  languid;  has  no  energy; 
everything  is  a  trouble;  head  feels  confused  and  heavy ;  aching  in 
back  and  lower  extremities;  limbs  feel  tremulous;  sleep  disturbed 
and  restless;  tongue  coated  and  white;  breath  heavy  and  offensive; 
pain  in  the  abdomen  generally  referred  to  the  umbilicus;  hearing 
dull ;  temperature  about  99°-101°  F. 

In  about  a  week  the  patient  gives  in  and  thinks  there  must  be 
something  really  the  matter  and  seeks  advice.  Is  then  sent  to  bed 
and  is  glad  to  get  there;  headache  intolerable,  mostly  occipital; 
muscular  pains  increased;  temperature  varying  from  101°  to  104° 
pain  in  bowels,  which  are  somewhat  distended;  urine  thick  and 
loaded  with  urates ;  tongue  dry  and  parched,  coated  with  yellowish 
or  brownish  fur;  sometimes  quite  dry  and  shiny  as  if  scalded; 
sordes  on  teeth ;  delirium  sometimes  active,  or  else  of  a  low  mutter- 
ing type ;  pain  in  abdomen  in  the  ilio-c8Bcal  region  where  there  is  ten- 
derness and  gurgling. 

1  have,  you  will  notice,  not  mentioned  the  condition  of  the  bowels ; 
the  greater  number  of  cases  have  marked  constipation,  diarrhoea 
being  the  exception  although  not  infrequent. 

As  a  rule  the  rose-colored  sj)Ots  are  neither  noticeable  or  numer- 
ous. There  is,  of  course,  the  characteristic  variation  between  the 
morning  and  evening  teriiperatures.     £ach  year  seems  to  present  a 
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special  type  of  its  own.  For  instance^  in  1887,  diarrhoea  and 
haemorrhages  were  present  in  the  greater  number  of  cases.  In  1888 
the  temperatures  were  uniformly  high,  ranging  as  high  as  107.5.  In 
1889  they  were  more  of  a  nervous  type,  the  greatest  trouble  being 
apparently  centred  in  the  brain,  and  associated  with  this  in  a  few 
cases,  were  very  heavy  perspirations,  the  majority  of  which  proved 
fatal.  This  year,  1890,  has  been  characterized  by  the  great  tendency 
to  pulmonary  complications,  more  particularly  pneumonia;  there 
were  also  a  good  many  cases  having  severe  hseraorrhage.  One  notice- 
able fact  in  connection  with  the  appearance  of  the  influenza  epidemic 
in  our  midst,  was  the  almost  complete  disa|)pearance  of  typhoid, 
although  what  relation  they  bear  to  one  another  would  be  hard  to 
say. 
Treatment — (a)  medicinal. 

(b)  dietetic. 

(c)  adjuvants. 

(a)  Medicinal. — An  endeavor  is  made  to  individualize  each  case, 
but  the  following  medicines  with  their  well-known  chara^cteristics 
have  proved  their  value  most  from  a  clinical  standpoint .  Arsenic, 
alb.,  bapt.,  bry.,  carbo  veg.,  puis,  and  rhus  tox. 

For  the  hcemorrhages :  secale,  tereb.  and  hamam. 

Fo7'  the  pulmonary  complications :  lycop.,  chelid.  and  phos. 

And  for  the  diflerent  degrees  of  delirium  :  bell.,  stram.  and  hyosc. 

As  was  mentioned  earlier  in  my  paper,  each  year  seems  to  bring 
into  view  a  varying  type  of  the  disease.  For  the  present  year,  1 890, 
was  specially  marked  by  the  absence  of  baptisia  cases,  which  in 
former  years,  had  been  of  service  in  aborting  the  disease. 

With  regard  to  potencies  used,  two  members  of  the  staff  seldom 
go  above  the  third  decimal,  another  generally  prescribes  the  30th,  while 
the  fourth  claims  the  privilege  of  running  up  or  down  the  scale  accord- 
ing to  the  case  which  is  presented.  The  resident  physician  is  a  high 
dilutionist,  seldom  prescribing  under  the  200tb. 

(b)  Dietetic. — The  principal  food  used  is  milk,  of  which  each 
patient  averages  about  a  pint  and  a  half  per  diem.  There  is  also 
another  article  of  food  to  which  I  would  draw  special  attention,  vis., 
"Murdock's  Liquid  Food,"  which  I  cannot  praise  too  highly. 
There  are  very  few  cases  which  are  unable  to  take  it,  and  it  has  the 
effect  of  keeping  up  the  patient's  strength  during  the  extreme 
pyrexia,  and  shortens  the  stage  of  convalescence  considerably.  The 
quantity  given  is  a  teaspoonful  every  three  or  four  hours,  generally 
in  a  little  milk. 
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(c)  Adjuvants. — Each  patient  is,  on  admission,  sponged  with  a 
weak  solution  of  acetic  acid  which  is  continued  every  three  or  four 
hours,  excepting  when  asleep.  Cold  packs  are  used  if  the  patient  be  not 
too  weak,  and  if  so  then  tepid  water  is  used.  If  the  temperature 
remains  at  the  same  {>oint  or  nearly  so  for  twenty-four  hours,  then 
hot  packs  are  used  which  generally  have  the  desired  effect.  The 
tongue  and  teeth  are  cleansed  every  morning  with  borax  and  gly- 
cerine. For  disinfectants,  "  Sanitas  "  is  used,  being  one  of  the  few 
disinfectants  which  will  not  stain  the  bedding. 

Statistics. — The  number  of  beds  in  the  hospital  is  60,  but  when 
there  is  extreme  pressure  is  raised  to  70,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
patients,  as  was  experienced  in  1889.  The  total  number  of  cases 
treated  from  the  inception  of  the  hospital,  that  is  to  say  for  the  past 
five  years,  is  1159,  with  102  deaths,  which  may  be  tabulated  as  fol- 
lows. 


Year. 

No.  of  Patients. 

Deaths. 

Percentage. 

1886 

16 

2 

12.5 

1887 

145 

13 

8.96 

1888 

173 

17 

9.82 

1889 

408 

42 

10.29 

i8yo 

417 

28 

6.71 

Sumniary. — The  type  of  disease  does  not  differ  much  from  disease  as 
manifested  in  other  parts — save  that  constipation  is  more  frequent. 
Results  are  due  to  the  great  care  and  attention  of  our  resident  medi- 
cal officer,  Dr.  Bouton ;  the  good  nursing  of  our  trained  staff,  which 
consists  almost  wholly  of  our  own  trainees,  who  have  been  with  us 
for  some  time  and  are  like  a  well-trained  battalion. 

Medicinal  treatment  based  on  the  law  of  similars  and  that  invalu- 
able adjunct  in  whose  favor  I  cannot  write  too  highly  in  all  ex- 
hausting diseases,  "  Murdock's  Liquid  Food." 

I  find  I  have  omitted  to  make  any  remarks  alx)ut  stimulants. 
From  experience  each  of  us  have  gained  we  find  that  our  patients 
do  better  without  stimulants,  as  there  is  then  less  fever  and  delirium, 
but  when  there  is  extreme  exhaustion  with  a  flagging  heart,  alcohol 
is  administered  sparingly. 
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OSMIC  ACID  IN  EAR  CASES. 

BY  ROBERT  T.  COOPER,  M.D.,  PHYSICIAN,  DISEASES  OF  EAR,  LONDON 
HOMCEOPATHIO  HOSPITAL. 

Case  1. — On  May  29,  1886,  there  was  brought  to  me,  by  his 
parents,  a  boy  of  six  years  of  age,  looking  very  nervous  and  the 
reverse  of  intelligent,  with  this  statement: 

A  year  ago  he  began,  without  apparent  reason,  to  get  deaf;  he  has 
always  been  more  or  less  stupid,  though  now  increasingly  so.  Be- 
yond an  offensive  breath  there  is  nothing  further  amiss  with  him.  On 
examination,  the  left  membrane  was  a  good  deal  retracted  anteriorly, 
the  malleus  handle  standing  out  prominently.  It  was  not  possible 
to  elicit  an  intelligent  reply  from  him,  and  so  I  did  not  make  note  of 
his  hearing.  I  found  a  certain  amount  of  post-nasal  granulation, 
which  was  scraped  but  no  real  blocking.  I  ordered  acid  oemic,  3x, 
15  drops  to  go  over  a  fortnight.  ^ 

June  18,  1886. — Certainly  better  in  many  ways;  the  breath  im- 
proved, but  is  again  bad.  The  post-nares  again  gently  scraped,  and 
calcarea  phosphorica,  1st  decimal,  given  instead  of  osmic  acid. 

July  9th. — Still  very  deaf;  breath  offensive,  evidently  from  some 
hidden  ulcerating  spot  in  the  recesses  of  the  nose.  Perspires  a  great 
deal.  Hearing,  20  in.  on  both  sides.  (Doubtful  for  reason  stated 
above.)  Ac.  osmic  in  2d  cent,  15  drops  to  half  ounce  of  water,  6 
drops,  thrice  daily  in  water,  was  now  given,  and  on  August  30th 
this  report  came  in :  Is  much  better,  but  has  been  laid  up  with 
measles ;  breath  is  less  offensive,  and  can  hear  things  now  which  he 
could  not  have  done  previous  to  the  measles.  Still  given  to  perspi- 
ration.    To  continue  same  medicine. 

September  21st. — Hearing  much  improved,  but  getting  languid; 
cannot  walk  far ;  perspires  a  good  deal ;  breath  less  offensive ;  bowels 
inclined  to  be  more  confined  than  usual.  Hearing,  R.  60 in.,  L.  50  in. 
To  continue  same  medicine,  and  also  to  have  glycerole  of  hydrastis, 
20  drops  to  an  ounce  of  water,  for  application  to  back  of  throat  once 
a  day. 

October  26th. — Very  much  better  in  his  hearing,  but  breath  very 
offensive.  To  continue  ac.  osmic,  but  to  have  7  drops  of  euphorb. 
c.  to  an  ounce  of  diluted  glycerine,  for  application  to  throat  and 
nostrils. 

December  7th. — Has  been  having  much  earache;  breath  less 
offensive ;  perspires  less,  and  on  the  whole  hears  much  better.  Or- 
dered hydrastis,  3d  dec.  pilules;  two  pilules  thrice  daily. 

From  this  date  until  now  (October  9,  1890)  I  heard  nothing  of 
this  patient,  and  am  reminded  of  him  only  by  his  father  coming  to 
consult  me  in  consequence  of  the  wonderful  cure  I  had  effected  on  his 
son  four  years  before,  and  who  had  remained  perfecUy  well  ever  since" 
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My  idea  at  the  time  was  that  the  osmic  acid  had  acted  splendidly, 
bat  that  probably  the  occurrence  of  earache  had  frightened  the  pa- 
rents into  seeking  other  advice,  particularly  as  they  lived  far  away 
from  London.     This,  of  course,  was  not  the  case. 

If  anything  militates  against  this  evidence  of  the  effect  of  osmic 
acid  it  would  be  the  occurrence  of  an  attack  of  measles  while  under 
treatment ;  for  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  exanthemata  are  some- 
times followed  by  improvement  of  hearing  in  deaf  ctEses,  and,  of 
course,  it  is  always  well  to  give  science  the  benefit  of  doubts. 

Case  2. — A  boy  of  16  was  treated  by  me  some  ten  years  ago  at 
the  L  St.  Hospital  for  adenoid  growths.  Symptoms:  deafness 
with  rumbling  noises  in  the  ears.  History :  Two^years  before,  fell 
down  some  steps,  was  brought  home  speechless.  One  year  afler  this 
a  cold  with  nasal  discharges  came  on  and  with  it  deafness.  Speech 
is  thick  and  nostrils  appear  blocked ;  nose,  when  he  blows  at  it 
bleeds  ;  occasional  otorrhoea  from  both  ears.  Osmic  acid  solution 
(1-200),  given  in  i  drop  doses  caused  discharge  to  come  more  pro- 
fusely than  ever  from  the  left  ear,  and  his  hearing  very  distinctly 
improved. 

Case  3. — Tinnitus,  with  profound  deafness,  five  or  six  years  in  a 
woman  of  56,  noise  of  rushing  water  night  and  day,  began  with 
noises  in  head ;  some  obstruction  of  the  nose  easily  removed  by 
syringing,  when  she  hears  better  (no  visible  polypus).  Result : 
The  tinnitus  went  and  the  deafness  decidedly  improved  under  osmic 
acid  (1-200),  as  above. 

Case  4.— -Girl  of  14.  Diagnosis :  Adenoid  growths.  Ac.  osmic, 
3d  dec.,  improved  her  hearing  very  much,  but  was  seized  with  ex- 
haustion while  taking  it ;  this  went  away  with  ac.  hydrocyanic, 
3d  dec. 

Case  5. — Otorrhoea,  double,  perforations  large  in  both;  very  much 
irritation  in  the  ears.  Great  benefit  to  discharge  and  hearing  from 
acid  osmic,  3d  dec.,  2  drops  to  6  oz.  water ;  teaspoonful  thrice 
daily. 

Case  6. — James  Down,  aet.  36,'admitted  to  hospital  July  31,1886. 
Deaf  some  two  years ;  pains  in  both  ears  when  takes  cold,  with 
sneezing,  catarrh  and  sore  throat.  Pasty  post-nares.  Acid  osmic, 
2d  dec.,  as  last.     Hearing  30  in.  on  right,  and  20  in.  on  left. 

August  28,  1886. — Very  much  more  sneezing  and  grayish  mucus 
keeps  running  from  the  nose.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  irritation  in 
the  ears  and  nostrils.  Uses  up  a  pocket-handkerchief  in  half  an 
hour.     Hearing  quite  normal.     To  go  without  medicine. 

His  next  attendance  was  three  years  aft;er  (April  13,  1889),  when 
he  reported  himself  as  having  remained  well  till  the  previous 
October  (1888).  He  is  now  having  continual  discharge  from  the 
right  ear  with  offensive  odor,  much  cold  feeling  and  numbness  of 
the  right  ear  only.     The  right  meatus  looks    red  and  swollen, 
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and  there  is  much  middle  ear  ulceration.  I  order  osmic  acid,  6th 
dec.,  pil.  j.  thrice  daily  for  a  month. 

May  18th. — For  first  two  weeks  was  much  I)etter,but  the  last  fort- 
night not  so  well.  Ordered  acid  carbol.,  30,  but  without  any  change ; 
and  then  on  June  1,1889, 1  put  him  on  acid  osmic^  1st  cent.;  7  drops 
to  6  oz.  of  water;  gj.  t.  d. 

June  16th.  Much  better  as  to  ears,  discharge  thinner.  A  great 
deal  of  discharge  from  the-  nose  with  sneezing  ;  thin  stringy  dis- 
charge ;  " not  so  well  in  himself  tcith  this  medicine"     To  continue  it. 

June  30,  1890.  Discharge  very  much  better  and  feeling  better, 
had  much  discharge  of  stringy  secretion  from  the  nostrils,  the  lefl 
especially  last  week,  and  a  ^>od  deal  of  sneezing,  but  is  now  much 
better. 

Hearing  normal,  right  efix  nearly  healed.  To  continue  medicine 
for  a  fortnight  but  to  cease  attending. 

Cas^7. — Mary  A.  V.  eet.  15  htS  otorrhoea  during  childhood,; 
deaf  in  both  ears,  coming  gradually  for  some  months;  tinnitus  with 
perforations  in  both  ;  dreams  a  great  deal  at  night ;  bowels  confined  ; 
monthlies,  one  year,  regular.  Acid  osmic,  6,  2  drops  to  6  oz.  of 
water :  3j.  x.  d.  After  1st  fortnight,  dreams  less,  bowels  regular^ 
feels  much  improved.      Same  for  two  weeks,  and  then  nothing. 

June  19,  1886.  Very  much  better ;  the  tinnitus  and  hearing  were 
very  much  better  the  fortnight  of  medicine,  and  returned  when 
without  it.     Sleep  more  peaceful,  bowels  regular.     Continued. 

July  17,  1886.     In  every  way  well. 

These  cases  are  interesting  as  they  lead  us  to  suppose  that  we  have 
in  osmic  acid  a  more  than  usually  active  curative  in  chronic  otorrhoea 
when  combined  with  very  severe  aural,  nasal  and  post-nasal  irrita- 
tion. 

My  reason  for  employing  it  in  the  first  instance  arose  from  the 
irritating  effect  the  fumes  of  osmic  acid  exerted  upon  the  nasal 
mucous  membrane  of  a  patient  whose  daily  occupation  brought  him 
into  contact  with  them. 

My  employment  of  it,  though  extending  over  a  period  of  ten 
years  has  not  been  extensive,  the  above  cases  being  almost  the  only 
ones  in  which  I  have  prescribed  it. 
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ARE  VALVULAR  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  CURABLE? 

BY  B.  M.  HALE,  M.D.,  CHICAGO. 

(Read  before  the  Southern  HoiuGeopathic  Association,  at  Birmingham.  Alabama.  November 

10, 1890.) 

This  question  has  never  been  satisfactorily  answered,  nor  do  I 
presume  to  answer  it.  The  therapeutics  of  cardiac  diseases  has  not 
yet  reachtKl  that  stage  at  which  we  are  warranted  in  giving  a  definite 
answer. 

All  valvular  diseases,  except  the  traumatic,  begin  with  an  endo- 
carditis. This  endocarditis  is  either  rheumatic  or  a  secondary  effect 
of  disease  of  the  kidneys.     It  may  be  caused  by  certain  drugs. 

If  we  are  to  seek  a  curative  medicament  for  valvular  diseases,  we 
must  find  one  or 'more,  which,  are  capable,  when  administered  to  the 
healthy  man  or  animal,  of  producing  acute  endocarditis. 

Not  only  must  they  be  capable  of  causing  the  acute  stage,  but 
they  must  be  the  cause  of  the  remote  results. 

The  records  of  autopsies  in  fatal  cases  of  poisoning  are  meagre 
in  this  respect.  Fatal  results  from  acute  poisoning  usually  come  on 
80  soon  after  the  ingestion  of  the  drug,  thst  it  has  not  had  time  to 
produce  valvular  lesions.  To  give  you  a  graphic  picture  of  what  a 
drug  may  do,  I  will  quote  the  classical  experiment  of  Robertson, 
who,  by  injecting  lactic  acid  into  the  peritonseum  of  an  animal 
caused  the  following  pathological  changes  in  the  valves  of  the  heart: 

"  Richardson  states  that  when  the  animals  experimented  upon  by 
him  were  examined  within  a  period  of  ten  hours  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  solution  of  lactic  acid  into  the  peritonaeum,  the  tricuspid 
valve  was  found  to  be  highly  vascular  and  villous,  to  have  lost  its 
ordinary  polish  and  transparency,  and  to  have  exhibited  minute 
droplets  of  lymph  upon  the  free  margin.  Examined  at  a  somewhat 
later  period,  the  segments  were  tumid  and  inadequate  to  close  the 
orifice,  and  yielded  an  opaque  and  viscid  exudation  on  being  punc- 
tured. 

**  At  a  still  more  advanced  period  they  were  dense  and  thickened, 
but  less  swollen,  and  exhibited  beneath  the  surface  a  layer  of  solid 
fibrin,  and  masses  of  the  same  material  were  deposited  upon  the 
edges. 

**  Finally,  they  were  found  to  have  shrunk  and  become  inade- 
quate by  retraction  of  their  edges.  With  regard  to  the  genesis  of 
the  tissue  changes  which  characterize  the  several  stages  of  acute  val- 
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vular  inflammation,  the  first  is  distingaished  by  congestion  of  the 
va>8a  vasomm,  proliferation  of  the  connective  tissue  corpuscles  and 
consequent  thickening  and  opacity  of  the  valve  curtains. 

"  The  second  stage  consists  in  efflorescence,  or  outgrowth  on  one 
of  the  lamellffi,  by  accumulation  of  corpuscular  elements  which  are 
liable  to  undergo  granular  metamorphosis  and  subsequent  disinte- 
gration and  detachment  under  the  action  of  the  blood-current. 
Hence,  so-called  ulceration  of  the  valve,  if  one  lamella  only  be  in- 
volved, or  perforation,  if  both  lamellte  are  eroded." 

This  is  a  very  good  picture  of  acute  endocarditis  with  valvulitis. 

Now,  if  we  had  the  record  of  poisonous  effects  of  medicines  which 
were  closely  similar  to  the  above  pathological  changes,  we  should 
be  able  to  cure  the  acute  diseases  with  such  remedies. 

If  lactic  acid,  when  taken  into  the  stomach,  would  cause  all  the 
above  symptoms,  it  would  be  the  specific  remedy  for  the  disease. 
But  in  the  above  instance  the  acid  was  "  injected  into  the  perito- 
neBum,"  which  means,  I  suppose,  into  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

The  question  arises — what  was  the  real  agent  which  caused  the 
inflammation  of  the  valves  ?  The  lactic  acid  may  have  been  changed 
into  some  other  poisonous  product.  It  was  once  the  theory — and  is 
now  held  by  many — that  the  presence  of  lactic  acid  in  the  blood  is 
the  prime  cause  of  rheumatism. 

But  this  assertion  has  not  been  fully  proved.  When  injected  into 
the  peritonaeum  it  should^  according  to  that  theory,  not  only  cause 
valvulitis,  but  synovitis  and  other  rheumatic  inflammations. 

Some  of  our  homoeopath ic  physicians  have  lately  reported  cases  of 
valvular  disease  treated  with  apparent  success  with  attenuated  lactic 
acid,  but  I  doubt  the  trustworthiness  of  such  reports. 

The  main  remedies  for  acute  endocarditis  and  valvulitis  are : 

I.  Aconite,  verat.  vir.,  cactus,  kalmia  and  salicylate  of  sodium. 
These  act  not  by  virtue  of  any  power  they  possess  to  cause  the  dis- 
ease, but  by  restraining  the  action  of  the  heart  and  lowering  the 
temperature. 

II.  Arsenic,  belladonna,  bryonia,  spigelia,  are  next  in  importance, 
because  they  have  the  power  of  causing  similar  lesions  of  the  valves 
and  endocardium. 

One  of  Class  I.  should  always  be  used  in  connection  with  Class 
II.,  as  they  are  indicated  by  the  symptoms. 

These  remedies  should  be  aided  by  the  free  use  of  alkaline  bev- 
erages, and  alkaline  saline  laxatives,  to  keep  the  intestinal  canal 
empty  of  poisonous  substances.     When  the  acute  inflammation  has 
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subsided  we  have  the  results  in  the  shape  of  thiekeningy  or  vegeta- 
tions on  the  valves.  To  remove  these  the  most  useful  remedies  are 
the  iodides,  principally  the  iodides  of  arsenic,  ammonia,  baryta,  po- 
tassium, lithium,  gold  and  silver,  and  the  pure  iodine  itself. 

These  should  be  used  in  the  attenuations,  from  the  Iz  to  the  6x. 
I  believe  a  careful  and  persistent  use  of  these  agents  will  enable  us 
to  restore  the  integrity  of  the  valves  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases. 
All  valvular  structural  changes  may  be  put  in  two  classes : 

I.  Obstructive,  causing  narrowing  or  stenosis ;  and 

II.  Insufficiencyy  or  widening  of  the  orifice. 

The  results  of  both  conditions  are  much  the  same.  If  the  valves 
from  swelling  or  vegetations  cause  obstruction  the  chamber  behind 
the  narrowed  valve  will  dilate.  The  muscular  structure  of  the  walls 
of  the  chamber,  in  order  to  force  the  blood  through  the  narrowed 
orifice,  must  exert  unnatural  force,  which  results  in  gtrairiy  and  this 
strain  tends  to  weaken  the  muscular  fibres. 

This  in  time  causes  tldnning  of  the  muscle,  and  we  get  dilatation. 
In  Class  II.  we  have  the  strain,  the  thinning  and  dilatation,  not 
from  the  vis  a  tergo  direct,  but  from  the  r^urgitation  of  blood 
through  the  too  open  orifice,  distending  the  chamber  behind  the  dis- 
eased valve. 

Unless  arrested  this  thinning  may  go  on  to  extreme  thinning  and 
dilatation  until  the  muscular  power  is  extinct,  and  cardiac  paralysis 
puts  an  end  to  life.  But  nature,  even  if  unaided  by  remedial  agents, 
often  prevents  such  a  fatal  ending  by  a  process  which  we  call  coiti- 
pensation. 

This  is  a  restoration  of  the  muscular  fibre,  such  as  we  see  in  mus- 
cular atrophy  from  strain  or  weakness,  under  the  influence  of  mas- 
sage or  the  faradic  current 

When  we  discover  that  the  heart-walls  are  failing,  and  dilatation 
impends,  we  must  aid  nature  by  the  use  of  those  agents  which  tend 
to  restore  the  int^rity  of  muscular  tissue. 

Nutritious  foods,  pure  air  and  proper  exercise  should  be  aided  by 
such  strictly  homoeopathic  remedies  as  aconite,  veratrum  viride,  ve- 
ratrum  album,  and  gelsemium,  in  the  3x  to  6x  dilutions ;  or  the 
purely  cardiac  tonics,  such  as  digitalis,  strophanthus,  convallaria, 
anaholium,  nux  vomica,  ignatia  or  strychnine,  in  appreciable  doses, 
until  the  muscular  structure  of  the  walls  of  the  heart's  cavities  have 
attained  their  normal  strength. 

When  this  end  has  been  reached  an  equilibrium  will  be  estab- 
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lished,  in  which  the  moscalar  structure  is  strong  enough  to  oppose 
the  obstruction  or  insufiSciency  of  the  valves. 

This  condition  is  called  complete  oompenaation.  In  this  condition 
the  valvular  trouble  is  powerless  to  injure  the  important  organs  of 
the  body.  The  circulation  will  become  quite  normal^  and  the  patient 
live  comfortably  many  years. 

We  may  not  have  cured  the  valvular  disease,  but  we  have  rendered 
it  powerless  to  destroy  life. 

This^  is  probably  as  near  as  we  can  ever  arrive  at  the  real  cure  of 
structural  valvular  changes. 


EFFECT  ON  THE  NURSING  CHILD  OF  OPIUM  TAKEN  BY  THE  MOTHER. 

BTH.  D.  CHAKRAVARTI,  M.D.,  SERAMPUR,  BENOAL. 

One  of  the  gleanings  in  The  Hahnemanntan  of  April  last 
(page  260),  reminds  me  of  a  case  which  fully  illustrates  the  effect 
of  opium  through  the  mother  on  the  nursing  child.     Recently,  I 

was  one  day  summoned  to  see  at  once  the  son  of ,  who  was 

reported  to  be  lying  at  the  verge  of  death.  The  child,  who  was 
then  about  four  weeks  old,  was  lying  stupefied  on  his  mother's  lap 
with  a  cyanotic  &oe  and  half-open  eyes.  His  abdomen  was  slightly 
distended,  mouth  open,  forehead  and  axill®  covered  with  sticky 
sweat,  pupils  rather  contracted  and  pulsations  of  the  radial  artery 
full  and  slow.  I  also  learned  that  the  present  symptoms  developed 
gradually  since  the  early  morning,  and  they  were  not  accompanied 
by  screaming,  restlessness,  tossing  of  the  head,  etc.  All  these 
symptoms  presented  such  a  striking  similimum  to  the  effects  of 
opium,  that  I  at  once  declared  it  to  be  a  case  of  opium  poisoning ; 
and  the  father,  being  a  habitual  opium  eater,  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
ask  if  opium  had  been  administered  to  the  child  in  order  to  check 
the  attack  of  dysentery  from  which  he  was  said  to  have  been  suf- 
fering for  the  last  eight  or  nine  days.  The  mother  replied  that 
no  opium  was  ever  given  to  the  child ;  but  that  she  herself  had 
been  taking  it  r^ularly  in  about  the  size  of  a  rye-seed  for  the  cure 
of  dysentery,  from  which  she  also  had  been  suffering.  It  is  need- 
less to  mention  that  a  few  drops  of  belladonna  brought  the  child  out 
of  the  condition  described  above.  From  this  case  it  is  evident  that 
opium  may  also  be  classed  as  a  cumulative  poison;  for  otherwise  it 
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would  have  certainly  produced  its  toxic  efiects  some  time  previously, 
as  the  mother  had  been  taking  it  long  before  the  child  was  seized 
with  the  narcosis  of  opium.  But  one  thing  very  remarkable  is,  that 
children  whose  mothers  are  habituated  to  the  use  of  opium  long 
before  their  conception,  never  seem  to  suffer  from  any  ill-effects  of 
the  narcotic ;  perhaps  because  their  tender  systems  become  so  well 
accustomed  to  its  action  from  the  period  of  uterine  gestation. 


SAND-BUR  (PORCELAIN)  IN  THE  LARYNX. 

BY  F.    E.    WILLIAMS,    M.D.,   HADDONFIELD,   N.   J. 

The  following  case  is  reported  as  being  unique  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  foreij2:n  body : 

On  the  28th  of   August,  1887,  Harriet  R ,  while  running 

through  an  orchard,  caught  a  sand-bur  on  her  finger;  in  her  hurry 
she  took  it  between  her  lips  and  pulled  it  off,  intending  to  blow  it 
away ;  before  doing  so,  however,  she  took  a  deep  inspiration  in  order 
to  have  sufficient  breath  to  dislodge  the  bur;  as  a  result  it  was  car- 
ried with  the  inhaled  air  into  the  larynx. 

Violent  paroxysms  of  coughing  and  strangling  followed,  and  all 
ordinary  means,  such  as  lowering  the  head  and  pounding  on  the 
back,  were  resorted  to  in  vain. 

The  little  girl  was  brought  to  my  office,  a  distance  of  five  miles, 
about  an  hour  after  the  accident.  She  did  not  seem  very  nervous 
over  the  affair,  but  the  pulse  was  slightly  accelerated  and  there  was 
some  fever,  accompanied  by  a  constant  hacking  cough  and  quantities 
of  frothy  expectoration.  The  latter  was  thoroughly  examined,  but 
no  trace  of  the  sand-bur  could  be  found.  There  was  complete 
aphonia;  deglutition  produced  a  sticking  sensation  in  the  larynx, 
and  pressure  over  the  trachea  provoked  cough  and  pricking  pain. 

An  examination  of  the  throat  with  the  aid  of  a  tongue-depressor 
showed  nothing  but  a  generally  inflamed  mucous  membrane;  think- 
ing that  if  she  were  kept  quiet  in  the  recumbent  position  the  bur 
would  be  dislodged,  she  was  given  aconite  and  ordered  to  bed.  She 
paased  a  fairly  comfortable  night,  slept  considerably,  but  would  have 
attacks  of  cough  by  which  she  was  aroused,  but  would  soon  fall 
asleep  again. 

The  following  morning  she  was  bright  and  cheerful,  still  expecto- 
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rating  freely  and  complaining  of  a  sticking  in  the  trachea;  pharynx 
more  inflamed.  She  was  ordered  to  remain  in  bed,  and  l>elladonna 
and  mercurius  viv.  were  given  in  alternation.  Under  their  influence 
the  pharyngeal  inflammation  subsided ;  the  aphonia  continued,  she 
being  able  to  speak  only  in  a  hoarse  whisper.  There  was  little 
change  until  the  morning  of  the  31st,  three  days  after  the  accident, 
when  I  found  the  patient  and  family  discouraged,  owing  to  the  non- 
appearance of  the  bur,  which  had  evidently  become  so  firmly  im- 
bedded in  the  mucous  membrane  that  it  would  only  be  dislodged 
when  ulceration  and  sloughing  had  taken  place,  which  must  be 
avoided  if  possible.  .On  this  account  I  requested  a  consultation  with 
a  specialist  on  diseases  of  the  throat.  This  was  readily  consented  to, 
and,  at  my  suggestion,  Dr.  Horace  F.  Ivins,  of  Philadelphia,  made  a 
laryngoscopic  examination.  He  found  the  bur  deeply  imbedded  in 
the  anterior  commissure  of  the  larynx  below  the  epiglottis;  some  of 
the  bur  projected  almost  against  the  cushion  of  this  valve;  the 
greater  part,  however,  was  wedged  between  the  anterior  ends  of  the 
ventricular  bands  above  and  the  vocal  bands  below.  The  anterior 
third  of  the  glottic  space  was  encroached  upon,  and  the  bands  were 
mechanically  prevented  from  approximating.  The  obstructing  body 
was  so  covered  with  a  glairy  mucus  that  it  was  impossible  to  tell  its 
exact  nature.  The  laryngeal  mucous  membrane  was  but  slightly 
congested ;  the  epiglottis  was  normal,  and  there  existed  no  evidence 
of  a  serious  infiltration  at  any  point. 

The  projection  upwards  accounted  for  the  pain  during  deglutition, 
the  epiglottis  cushion  pressing  upon  the  bur;  the  impaction  of  the 
latter  between  the  vocal  bands  explained  the  loss  of  voice ;  and  the 
absence  of  dyspnoea  was  due  to  the  position  of  the  bur  and  lack  of 
oedema. 

The  larynx  was  well  painted  with  a  four  per  cent,  solution  of  co- 
caine. The  foreign  body  was  then  grasped  with  a  pair  of  Schroetter's 
modified  tube  forceps,  and  little  pieces  torn  ofi*;  it  was,  however,  im- 
possible to  remove  the  whole  mass  without  danger  of  lacerating  the 
tissues,  thus  setting  up  severe  inflammation,  with,  perhaps,  destruc- 
tion of  tissue  and  a  resultant  oedema.  For  this  reason  the  bur  was 
crushed  as  completely  as  possible,  with  the  hope  that  it  would  be 
expelled  piecemeal.  As  no  oedema  was  present,  and  no  decided  in- 
flammation had  appeared,  it  was  hoped  that  suppuration  would  not 
occur,  although  necessary  arrangements  were  made  for  scarification, 
intubation  or  tracheotomy,  should  dyspnoea  supervene. 

On  the  night  of  September  1st  and  during  the  following  Monday 
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(four  days  after  the  accident)  several  shreds  of  woody  fibres  were 
expectorated,  showing  that  the  bur  was  breaking  down.  From  this 
time  little  change  in  the  condition  of  the  patient  was  noted  until  the 
7th  of  Septeml)er;  when  two  " plugs"  of  mucus  were  expectorated, 
in  which  was  considerable  woody  fibre.  The  voice  improved  at  once, 
although  quite  hoarse  and  weak.  On  the  night  of  September  11th 
(fourteen  days  from  the  time  the  bur  lodged  in  the  throat),  while 
sleeping,  the  patient  was  aroused  by  something  coming  into  her  throat 
which  seemed  quite  large ;  its  dislodgement  was  accompanied  by  a 
tearing  sensation  in  the  larynx.  She  did  not  sufficiently  awaken  to 
realize  what  had  happened  until  after  the  mass  had  been  swallowed. 
It  was  evidently  the  remainder  of  the  bur,  surrounded  by  thick 
mucus,  for  in  the  morning  her  voice  had  greatly  improved,  and  con- 
tinued to  grow  better  until  very  nearly  restored  to  its  original  condi- 
tion, when  she  was  discharged,  September  17th.  Since  then  she  has 
experienced  no  bad  results  whatever,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
slight  huskiness  in  the  upper  tones,  her  voice  is  as  good  as  ever. 


REMARKS  ON  THE  DIAGNOSIS  OF  ABSCESS  OF  THE  BRAIN,  WITH  SPE- 
CIAL REFERENCE  TO  THE  QUESTION  OF  TREATMENT. 

BY  CLARENCE  BARTLETT,   M.D.,   PETILADELPHXA.,   PA. 

(Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
September  17,  1890.) 

In  1886,  Dr.  J.  Orne  Green,  an  eminent  old-school  authority  on 
diseases  of  the  ear,  writing  concerning  the  treatment  of  abscesses  of 
the  brain  following  aural  diseases,  said : 

"  The  result  of  abscess  of  the  brain  is  invariably  fatal.  Of  treat- 
ment nothing  can  be  said." 

These  few  words  al)out  represented  the  opinion  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  profession  at  that  time.  The  great  obstacle  to  success- 
ful treatment  was  the  inability  on  the  part  of  the  physician  to  diag- 
nose the  presence  and  the  position  of  the  abscess,  and  the  fear  of  the 
surgeon  to  explore  the  sacred  cavity  of  the  cranium.  In  1888,  Dr. 
Roswell  Park,  of  Buffalo,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Congress  of 
American  Physicians  at  Washington,  on  "  The  Surgery  of  the  Brain 
as  Based  on  the  Principles  of  Cerebral  Lix»lization,"  presented  a 
general  review  of  what  had  been  accomplished  in  the  realm  of  cere- 


1890.]      Remarks  on  the  Diagnom  of  Abscess  oj  the  Brain.  815 

bral  surgery;  Sixty-seven  cases  of  operation  on  the  brain  were  re- 
ported in  abstract;  of  these,  fifteen  were  cases  of  abscess  of  the 
brain,  eight  of  which  recovered,  and  seven  died.  While  the  per- 
centage of  recoveries  is  not  as  large  as  we  would  like,  still  it  is  suflS- 
ciently  great  to  show  that  the  surgical  treatment  of  cerebral  ab- 
scesses has  a  future  before  it.  Without  operative  interference,  all  of 
these  cases  would  have  certainly  died. 

Since  Park's  paper  apffeared,  numerous  other  cases  have  been  re- 
ported, the  mortality  among  which  has  been  large.  In  most  of  them 
the  operation  was  postponed  until  destructive  changes  had  progressed 
so  far  as  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  a  recovery.  This  was  so  in  the 
case  reported  by  me  in  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  for  May, 
1890.  From  the  character  of  the  wall  of  the  abscess,,  it  was  plain 
that  the  disease  had  existed  several  months  at  least.  The  large  area 
of  softened  brain-tissue  surrounding  the  encapsuled  abscess  made 
the  case  a  hopeless  one. 

The  main  difficulty,  therefore,  in  the  treatment  of  brain  abscesses, 
has  been,  and  is  yet,  one  of  diagnosis.  Given  a  positive  diagnosis 
that  anf  abscess  exists  in  a  certain  locality  of  the  brain,  and  the  indi- 
cations become  clear.  Unfortunately,  positive  data  are  not  always 
available.  While  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  is  possible  to  recog- 
nize the  existence  of  the  abscess,  still  the  diagnosis  is  generally  based  ' 
on  what  would  in  the  courts  be  called  circumstantial  evidence,  aided 
by  a  process  of  exclusion. 

The  object  of  the  present  paper  is  to  present  as  briefly  as  possible 
a  review  of  the  data  on  which  a  diagnosis  of  cerebral  abscess  is  to 
be  made,  together  with  such  as  have  a  bearing  on  the  question  of 
treatment. 

In  the  examination  of  suspected  cases  no  circumstance,  however 
apparently  trivial,  should  l)e  neglected.  The  onset  of  the  disease  is 
generally  insidious,  especially  so  in  those  cases  following  suppura- 
tive disease  of  the  middle  ear.  In  fact,  the  more  insidious  the  ad- 
vent of  the  trouble,  the  more  likely  it  is  to  be  a  case  of  abscess,  and 
the  less  liJtely  to  be  one  of  the  other  intracranial  complications  of 
aural  disease,  meningitis  and  sinus  thrombosis,  for  example. 

First  and  foremost,  the  aetiology  of  abscesses  of  the  brain  must  be 
l)orne  in  mind.  At  the  present  day,  it  is  generally  conceded  that 
idiopathic  abscess  of  the  brain  is  an  impossibility.  All  cases  of  cere- 
bral suppuration  must  result  from  one  of  the  following  causes : 

1.  Traumatism. 

2.  Middle  ear  suppuration. 
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3.  Tuberculosis. 

4.  Metastasis. 

Tul>ercular  abscesses  are  almost  certainly  beyond  the  aid  of  surgi- 
cal skill,  so  that  their  recognition  becomes  a  matter  of  but  little 
practical  moment.  The  entire  removal  of  the  cheesy  infiltration  of 
the  brain  is  impossible,  and  the  portions  remaining  after  the  opera- 
tion would  only  renew  the  suppurative  process.  More  than  this, 
tubercular  processes  of  the  brain  are  ahnost  invariably  associated 
with  extensive  tubercular  changes  in  other  organs,  especially  the 
lungs.  Metastatic  abscesses  afford  but  little  opportunity  for  help, 
for  they  are  rarely  single.  Like  the  tubercular,  th^  are  associated 
with  extensive  pathological  changes  in  other  and  important  organs. 
Cases  arising  from  traumatism  and  aural  disease  are  the  only  ones 
that  can  be  reached  by  surgical  treatment.  Fortunately,  these  con- 
stitute fully  nine-tenths  of  all  cases.  It  is  to  them,  that  my 
remarks  are  intended  to  apply. 

The  history  of  a  previous  injury  in  an  obscure  case  of  brain 
trouble  becomes  then  a  very  important  matter.  It  a])parent1y  makes 
no  difference  whether  the  traumatism  be  severe  or  light;  abscesses 
have  followed  the  mast  trifling  and  the  most  severe.  Yon  Berg- 
mann  insists  upon  but  one  universal  characteristic  of  these  injuries, 
namely,  that  the  external  integument  be  broken.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  cranial  bones  be  fractured,  or  their  fibrous  covering 
injured.  The  solution  of  continuity  of  the  integument  is  the  only 
prerequisite.  Pitt,  on  the  other  hand,  makes  an  injury  to  the  bones 
themselves,  the  sine  qua  non,  and  thinks  that  slight  injuries  have 
but  little  influence.  Sight  must  not  be  lost  of  the  fact  that  Pitt 
bases  his  observations  on  cases  seen  in  Guy's  Hospital,  all  of  which 
were  brought  in  suffering  from  severe  injuries,  and  in  whom  the 
abscess  developed  almost  immediately  on  the  reception  of  the  trau- 
matism. Even  though  the  brain  substance  be  severely  contused,  no 
abscess  will  result,  according  to  von  Bergmann,  if  the  integrity  of 
the  external  integument  be  preserved.  The  time  after  the  receipt 
of  the  injury  at  which  the  abscess  takes  place  varies  greatly  in  indi- 
vidual cases.  Abscess  never  appears  under  two  weeks  after  the 
accident.  This  is  an  important  point  as  it  serves  to  differentiate 
abscess  from  meningitis  and  encephalitis,  two  affections  presenting  a 
confusingly  similar  symptomatology  to  abscess,  but  both  of  which 
come  on  imniediately  after  the  exciting  cause.  All  cases  of  cerebral 
abscess  do  not  follow  so  closely  on  the  reception  of  the  injury.  Darner 
Harrisson   has  reported  a  case  in  which  the  abscess  was  not  recog- 
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nized  until  eleven  years  after  the  blow  that  gave  rise  to  it.  The 
usual  interval,  between  the  injury  and  the  appearance  of  cerebral 
symptoms,  in  case  the  latter  do  not  come  on  within  a  few  weeks, 
is  frona  three  months  to  a  year. 

Ear  disease,  it  is  now  generally  conceded,  is  responsible  for  nearly 
one-half  of  all  cases  of  cerebral  abscess.  The  portion  of  the  audi- 
tory apparatus,  disease  of  which  causes  brain  complications,  is  the 
middle  ear,  and  never  the  internal.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  mid- 
dle ear  suppuration  very  seldom  causes  brain  abscess  until  it  has 
existed  for  a  long  time,  for  months  at  least,  and  generally  for  years. 
Park  says  that  acute  suppurative  otitis  media  never  occasions  cerebral 
abscess ;  but  Bergmann  in  his  valuable  monograph  quotes  one  such 
case,  which  proves  the  possibility  of  the  occurrence.  Brain  compli- 
cations supervening  on  acute  otitis  media  are  almost  invariably  cases 
of  meningitis  or  sinus  thrombosis. 

In  some  cases  traumatism  seems  to  combine  with  the  aural  sup- 
puration to  excite  brain  abscess.  Thus,  the  latter  has  been  known 
to  occur  shortly  after  the  receipt  of  a  severe  box  on  the  ear,  or  even 
after  the  operation  of  opening  the  mastoid  cells.  In  this  connection 
I  must  express  my  opinion  concerning  the  methods  of  performing 
the  operation.  Chiselling  cannot  but  jar  the  entire  head  ;  the  con- 
cussion thus  produced,  may  increase  existing  cerebral  inflammation, 
or  start  an  inflammation  that  had  not  already  existed.  The  mastoid 
trephine,  on  the  other  hand,  opens  the  cells  without  any  shock  what- 
ever. 

The  importance  of  these  two  factors  in  the  wtiology  of  brain  ab- 
scess, traumatism  and  suppurative  otitis  media,  must  be  ever  borne 
in  mind,  for  the  symptomatology  of  the  disease  is  such  as  to  give  us 
but  little  light  in  their  absence.  These  symptoms  may  be  classed 
under  the  following  heads : 

1.  Symptoms  due  to  the  suppuration  itself. 

2.  Symptoms  resulting  from  the  increased  intracranial  pressure. 
8.  Symptoms  resulting  from  the  destruction  of  certain  structures 

in  the  brain,  and  varying  with  the  locality  of  the  lesion.  These  are 
the  so-called  area  symptoms,  or  localizing  symptoms. 

Among  symptoms  of  the  first  group  may  be  mentioned  increase  of 
temperature.  This,  point  is  insisted  upon  very  strongly  by  von 
Bergmann,  while  Nancrede  and  others  aflirm  that  in  cerebral  ab- 
scess, the  temperature  is  almost  always  sub-normal.  Pitt  says  that 
pyrexia  is  rare  in  uncomplicated  cases,  and  that  when  the  tempera- 
ture is  high,  and  the  initial  rigor  marked,  thrombosis  of  some  of  the 
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cerebral  sinuses  has  taken  place.  Sir  Wm.  Stokes  likewise  regards 
a  perfect  apyrexia  as  consistent  with  the  presence  of  a  cerebral 
abscess.  Bergmann  contends  furthermore  that  in  some  cases,  at  least, 
the  temperature  on  the  affected  side  is  greater  than  that  of  its  fellow. 
He  cites  a  case  in  point  in  which  the  difference  between  the  two 
sides  was  1.8°  F.  The  value  of  the  thermometer  in  the  diagnosis 
of  cerebral  abscess  thus  becomes  a  question  of  dispute.  Each 
observer  has  in  all  probability  had  the  misfortune  to  see  but  few 
cases  of  this  disease,  and  their  observations  must  of  course  have 
a  limited  viilue.  Cases  of  uncomplicated  abscess  have  been  reported 
in  which  the  temperature  fluctuated  from  103.5° F.  to  below  normal. 

Admitting  fever  to  be  a  not  infrequent  symptom  of  cerebral 
abscess,  its  value  is  somewhat  lessened  in  cases  following  aural  dis- 
ease, for  we  must  first  assure  ourselves  that  it  has  not  arisen  &om 
extension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  mastoid  cells.  In  all  cases  in 
which  an  acces:sion  of  fever  points  to  brain  disease,  and  surgical  pro- 
cedures seem  indicated,  the  exploratory  trephining  of  the  cranium 
should  be  j)reoeded  by  the  opening  of  the  mastoid.  The  latter  being 
found  healthy,  other  sources  of  inflammation  must  be  sought. 

The  pulse  is  usually  frequent.  It  only  becomes  slow  in  .advanced 
cases  wlien  the  abscess  is  large,  and  intracranial  pressure  correspond- 
ingly great. 

The  symptoms  arising  from  the  increased  intracranial  pressure  are 
essentially  the  same  as  those  present  in  cases  of  brain  tumor.  They 
are,  however,  characterized  by  their  insidious  onset.  In  fact,  the 
more  insidious  the  mode  of  onset,  the  more  likely  are  the  symptoms 
to  be  due  to  abscess  as  compared  with  meningitis  and  thrombosis. 
Tliey  may  exist  for  months  and  years,  without  giving  rise  to  a  sus- 
picion as  to  their  real  nature.  Prominent  among  the  pressure 
symptoms  stands  headache.  This  is  apt  to  be  not  as  severe  as  in  the 
case  of  tumor.  It  is  variable  in  its  intensity.  Its  most  important 
modality  is  its  tendency  to  exacerbation  with  the  rise  in  tempera- 
ture, at  which  time  the  pulse  rate  may  fall.  Pitt  makes  the  peculiar 
observation  that  the  headache  accompanying  abscesses  from  disease 
of  the  middle  ear  is  apt  to  be  more  severe  than  that  in  the  case  of 
abscesses  c(^ming  on  from  other  causes.  The  explanation  of  this 
is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  abscesses  consecutive  to  otitis 
media  are  usually  large,  and  the  intracranial  pressure  is  correspond- 
ingly great.  As  in  the  case  of  brain  tumor,  the  pain  may  occupy 
almost  any  relation  to  the  seat  of  disease,  though  usually  near 
the  lesion.     Other  pressure  symptoms  are  drowsiness,  unconscious- 
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ness,  coma,  Cheyne-Stokes  respiration,  and  slow  pulse.  All  of  these 
may  come  on  to  a  marked  degree  and  then  disappear  almost  entirely, 
thus  deluding  physicians  into  the  hope  that  recovery  is  about  to 
ensue,  and  that  the  diagnosis  of  brain  abscess  was  a  mistake. 

Optic  neuritis  which  is  so  frequent  a  symptom  of  brain  tumor  is 
rarely  found  in  uncomplicated  cases  of  cerebral  abscess.  Pitt  notes 
its  presence  in  but  two  of  the  uxicomplicated  cases  of  his  series ; 
while  he  found  it  almost  invariably  present  in  cases  of  sinus 
thrombosis.  He  therefore  draws  the  conclusion  that  optic  neuritis 
does  not  favor  a  diagnosis  of  abscess.  When  present  as  an  accom- 
paniment of  intracranial  suppuration,  it  is  never  as  severe  as  in  tumor. 
It  may  even  be  limited  to  but  one  side,  that  on  which  the  abscess 
exists. 

The  symptoms  arising  from  the  special  location  of  the  abscess  in 
the  brain  are  of  but  comparatively  little  value,  except  in  those  cases 
in  which  the  symptoms  point  to  disease  of  the  motor  areas.  Ab- 
scesses in  the  frontal,  temporo-sphenoidal,  and  occipital  lobes,  rarely 
give  rise  to  area  symptoms.  The  special  symptom  supposed  to 
accompany  disease  in  the  occipital  lobe,  is  hemianopsia,  and  yet  in 
but  one  instance  of  abscess  in  this  location,  has  this  disturbance  of 
vision  been  noted,  in  the  case  reported  by  Janeway.  The  infre- 
quency  with  which  abscesses  give  rise  to  area  symptoms  is  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  suppurative  process  is  of  slow 
growth ;  the  consistence  of  the  abscess  is  such  as  to  make  an  equable 
pressure  in  all  directions;  its  substance  being  soft,  the  pressure  ex- 
erted is  not  so  injurious  as  it  might  otherwise  be;  and  lastly  the  ab- 
scess is  usually  situated  in  the  white  substance  of  the  brain,  a  por- 
tion less  important  from  a  physiological  standpoint  than  the  gray 
matter. 

Were  we  to  rely  then  upon  the  localizing  symptoms  we  would 
fail  very  frequently  in  diagnosis.  Fortunately,  a  study  of  the  aetio- 
logical  factors  at  work  in  each  case  is  of  value  in  this  connection. 
Toynbee  laid  down  the  rule  that  diseaseof  the  middle  ear  was  liable 
to  be  followed  by  abscess  in  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe ;  while  in 
cases  in  which  the  mastoid  process  is  involved^  the  intracranial 
suppuration,  will  be  found  in  the  cerebellum.  This  law  is  not  infal- 
lible. It  is  simply  a  statement  of  the  usual  sequence  of  events. 
McBride  and  Miller  make  the  further  observation  that  when  the 
auditory  nerve  is  involved,  the  suppuration  is  probably  beneath  the 
tentorium.  When  the  auditory  nerve  is  not  affected,  the  abscess  is 
probably  in  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe. 
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Experience  teaches  that  nearly  nine-tenths  of  all  cases  of  cerebral 
abscess  consecutive  to  aural  disease  attack  the  tempero-sphenoidal 
lobe.  Of  seven  cases  observed  by  Barr  six  were  thus  located,  while 
the  seventh  was  beneath  the  dura  mater  in  this  locality.  This  author 
makes  the  estimate  that  75  per  cent,  of  all  cases  of  abscess  follow- 
ing aural  suppuration  are  to  be  found  in  the  tempero-sphenoidal 
lobe.  All  of  these  can  be  reached  by  a  trephine  opening  made  at  a 
point  one  inch  and  a  quarter  behind  and  one  inch  and  a  quarter  above 
the  external  auditory  meatus.  And  this  I  think  should  be  the  seat 
of  operation  in  every  case  unless  localizing  symptoms  call  positively 
for  some  other  point  of  attack.  In  the  majority  of  cases  of  abscess 
of  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe  area  symptoms  are  absent,  as  above 
stated.  A  large  portion  of  its  structure  may  be  destroyed  without 
interfering  with  a  single  cerebral  function.  An  exploratory  opera- 
tion in  suspected  cases  can  then  do  no  harm.  In  cases  in  which  the 
localization  is  in  doubt^  this  portion  of  the  brain  may  be  explored 
first,  as  it  stands  operative  interference  better  than  any  other  portion. 
The  increased  intracranial  pressure  produced  by  the  abscess  exerts  its 
influence  on  distant  parts,  so  that  we  may  expect  the  correspood- 
ing  hemisphere  to  give  evidence  of  impaired  function.  In  my  case, 
to  which  reference  has  already  been  mad^^  the  existence  of  hemi- 
plegia was  wrongly  taken  to  indicate  an  abscess  high  up,  pressing  on 
the  motor  areas.  The  autopsy  showed  that  the  abscess  was  in  the 
temporo-sphenoidal  lobe,  and  that  the  pressure  came  from  below.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  in  view  of  the  frequency  of  involvement  of 
these  lobes,  one  is  justified  in  ignoring  area  symptoms  when  they  are 
of  an  indefinite  character,  and  making  an  exploratory  operation  in 
this  region.  In  some  cases  local  tenderness  is  a  valuable  guide.  It 
is  especially  apt  to  be  present  when  the  dura  mater  is  inflamed. 

Abscess  of  the  cerebellum  is  not  very  frequently  attended  with 
area  symptoms.  The  localization  of  the  lesion  in  this  position  roust 
be  made  by  a  process  of  exclusion.  The  suppuration  usually  in- 
volves only  a  lateral  lobe,  disease  of  which  is  at  present  r^^rded  as 
being  incapable  of  giving  rise  to  a  definite  symptomatology. 

As  for  traumatic  abscesses,  area  symptoms  have  not,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  aided  in  the  localization  of  the  affection  in  a  single  case,  aside 
from  those  in  which  the  speech  centres  or  the  motor  areas  have  been 
involved.  Many  abscesses  arising  from  traumatism  have  been  oper- 
ated successfully,  but  the  surgeon's  guide  in  nearly  all  has  been  the 
scar,  or  some  such  local  sign.  While  the  cicatrix  may,  in  many  in- 
stances, be  a  good  guide,  it  is  not  infallible,  as  the  abscess  may  have 
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origiDated  from  centre  coup,  and  may,  therefore,  be  found  in  a  por- 
tion of  the  brain  far  removed  from  the  seat  of  injury.  As  in  the 
case  of  other  abscesses,  the  onset  is  insidious.  In  early  cases  the 
only  sign  ofltimes  consists  of  peculiar  behavior  of  the  wound,  which 
suppurates  more  than  usual,  or  if  there  be  a  compound  fracture,  there 
is  escape  of  pus  from  beneath  l^e  fragments.  The  early  abscesses 
are  generally  superficial,  while  those  coming  on  late  are  almost  inva- 
riably located  in  the  deeper  structures  of  the  brain.  The  latter  it 
is  certain  are  not  the  result  of  bruising  of  the  brain  substance,  for 
should  that  organ  sustain  a  bruising  so  severe  as  to  extend  thus 
deeply  it  is  almost  certain  that  death  would  soon  follow.  Iii  all 
cases  it  is  a  significant  fact  that  long-continued  suppuration  of  the 
external  wound  favors  the  abscess  formation.  This  is  a  practical 
point  by  way  of  prophylaxis,  as  it  impresses  one  with  the  importance 
of  rigid  antiseptic  measures  in  the  treatment  of  all  scalp  and  head 
injuries. 

In  the  case  of  brain  symptoms  coming  on  during  the  course  of 
aural  disease  one  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  vertigo,  high 
fever,  clouded  intellect,  and  even  convulsions  and  delirium,  may  all 
accompany  otitis  media  acuta,  and  yet  these  serious  symptoms  may 
all  disappear  promptly  after  incising  the  membrana  tympani  and 
giving  vent  to  the  confined  secretions.  The  symptoms  in  such  cases 
are  the  result  of  increased  intra-lab3n'inthine  pressure. 

In  closing,  I  cannot  avoid  impressing  upon  my  audience  the  impor- 
tance of  resort  to  operative  measures  in  every  case  of  cerebral  abscess. 
Untreated,  they  all  end  in  death.  Prompt  action,  on  the  other  hand, 
saves  a  goodly  number  of  cases.  The  cases  of  this  character  observed 
by  each  physician  are  few  in  number.  Rarely  does  a  practitioner 
see  but  one  such  in  all  his  experience.  Many  escape  them  altogether. 
Few  as  these  cases  may  be  in  individual  experiences  they  are  in  the 
aggregate  great.  It  is  estimated  that  nearly  one  hundred  people  die 
annually  in  London  alone  from  brain  affections  consecutive  to  aural 
disease.  What  the  exact  number  is  in  the  large  cities  the  world 
over  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  by  no  means  small. 
In  light  of  the  almost  certain  death  under  any  other  bourse,  I  feel 
that  no  case  should  be  allowed  to  die  without  some  effort  to  save 
him  by  operation. 
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PATHOLOGY  OF  UTERINE  GROWTHS. 

BT  DEWnr  O.   WILCOX  M.b.,    BUFFALO,    N.   Y. 
(Read  Before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Xew  York.) 

It  is  l)e7on(i  the  scope  of  this  paper  to  describe  the  minute  anal- 
ogy and  histological  character  of  uterine  tumors,  but  instead  to 
detail  such  features  as  may  aid  us  in  recognizing  their  relation  to  the 
uterus  and  their  peculiar  conduct  under  varying  conditions.  A  great 
deal  has  been  written  relative  to  the  classification  of  uterine  growths; 
thus  we  have  the  sub-mucous,  the  polypoid,  the  fibrous  polypus, 
the  interstitial,  or  intermucal,  and  the  sub-serous,  the  sub-peritoneal 
or  the  pedifnculated.  In  all  these  are  simply  the  same  kind  of  tumor 
in  various  stages  of  development.  It  would  seem  to  be  a  mistake 
to  so  classify  them.  Properly  speaking  they  should  be  classified 
according  to  their  construction,  and  therefore  we  will  speak  of  them 
as  the  soft  oedematous  myoma  and  the  nodular  myoma. 

First,  as  to  the  name  these  non-malignant  growths  should  receive. 
For  a  long  period  they  have  been  designated  as  fiibroid  tumors,  but 
recent  investigation  has  demonstrated  that  very  few  of  rhem  possess 
simply  fibrous  or  connective  tissue,  but  the  large  proportion  contain 
both  muscular  and  connective  tissue,  and  are  therefore  truly  fibro- 
myomata.  Tait  is  very  emphatic  in  saying  that  the  term  fibroid  is 
altogether  erroneous  and  should  be  dropped  because  the  muscular 
fibres  play  so  important  a  part  in  their  construction.  I  am  quite 
confident  that  originally  all  of  the  myomata  are  found  in  the  walls 
of  the  uterus,  and  are  therefore  interstitial,  and  the  polypoid,  sub- 
mucous and  fiub-i)eritoneal  varieties  have  become  such  through  a 
process  I  shall  describe.  Let  us  consider  a  so  called  polypoid 
myoma. 

This  has  become  so  by  a  gradual  process  of  enucleation  and  has 
l)een  forced  into  the  uterine  cavity  with  a  covering  of  more  or  leas 
uterine  tissue,  besides  the  mucous  membrane.  In  order  that  this 
process  of  enucleation  may  take  place  the  tumor  must  be  of  rela- 
tively small  size  and  it  must  be  in  close  proximity  to  the  mucous 
surface.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  vast  majority  of  myoma- 
tous polypi  originate  in  sites  where  there  is  a  distinct  layer  of  uterine 
tissue  between  them  and  the  mucous  membrane,  for  such  a  layer  can 
be  traced  over  them  from  the  pedicle. 

Let  us  imagine  we  can  look  into  the  uterine  wall  and  watch  the 
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process,  euucleatioD.     Here  we  see  a  small  myoma  situated  in  the 
muscular  tissue  (see  Fig.  1.). 

The  constant  contraction  of  the  uterus  which  its  presence  excites 
and  which  is  increased  at  each  menstrual  flow,  tends  to  push  it 
further  and  further  toward  the  uterine  cavity  (see  Fig.  2.).    Soon   a 


portion  is  pushed  loose  and  only  a  stout  pedicle  joins  it  to  its  old  seat 
(see  Figs.  3.  and  4.).     The  contraction  now  becomes  more  pronounced 
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because  there  is  a  decided  substance  in  the  cavity  for  it  to  act  upon. 
The  pedicle  is  stretched  and  at  the  same  time  it  becomes  atrophied. 
In  time  it  is  pushed  into  the  cervical  canal  from  which  it  mast  soon 
extrude  from  the  os,  waiting  only  to  have  the  pedicle  severed  when 
it  can  be  removed. 

When  this  enucleated  polypoid  growth  reaches  the  cervix,  a  con- 
dition similar  to  labor  begins,  and  expulsive  pains,  severe  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  growth,  take  place.  The  agony  caused 
by  the  birth  of  some  of  these  tumors  is  quite  equal  to  that  of  child- 
birth. 

There  is  sometimes  excessive  haemorrhage,  and  patients  not  infre- 
quently die  at  such  crises.  It  must  be  remembered  that  a 
patient  having  exixjUed  such  a  tumor  requires  the  necessary  time  for 
involution  as  she  would  in  child-birth. 

I  shall  not  take  up  the  surgical  treatment  of  these  growths,  while 
yet  tliey  are  undergoing  the  process  of  enucleation,  but  will  leave 
that  for  the  discussion.  In  dismissing  the  subject  of  polypoid 
myoma,  I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  polypoid  growths 
were  originally  interstitial,  and  that  the  so-called  sub-mucous  tumors 
are  only  a  stage  in  the  process  of  enucleation.  But  I  would  not  be 
understood  as  saying  that  all  interstitial  tumors  become  polypoid. 

About  throe  months  ago  a  young  girl  came  to  my  office  in  a  very 
anxious  niocxl,  complaining  that  she.  had  not  been  unwell  for  two 
months — indeed,  it  seemed  she  had  some  cause  for  anxiety,  for  the 
elicited  symptoms  were  nausea,  a  sensation  of  weight  in  the  pelvis, 
and  a  frequency  of  urination. 

A  hint  as  to  the  possible  cause  of  her  difficulties  brought  forth  a 
stout  denial,  in  which  she  seemed  so  earnest  and  honest  I  was  &in 
to  believe  her  in  spite  of  the  seeming  strong  evidence.  Relying 
upon  the  developments  of  time  to  aid  in  the  diagnosis,  I  dismissed 
her  with  a  little  medicine  and  an  injunction  to  report  soon.  In  a 
week  she  returned,  sadder  than  ever  that  the  long  looked-for  flow 
had  not  appeared.  Some  direct  interrogation  obliged  me  to  still  re- 
gard the  girl  honest,  and  believe  the  symptoms  were  not  due  to 
pregnaney.  She  then  gave  her  consent  to  a  digital  examination.  I 
found  the  cervix  considerably  obliterated,  the  body  of  the  uterus  en- 
larged uniformly,  and  the  os  dilated  to  admit  the  index-finger. 
There  was  nothing  protruding  from  the  os,  indeed  nothing  seemed 
to  counter-indicate  a  natural  pregnancy  of  about  four  months.  At 
her  next  visit  (having  become  convinced  of  her  trutli fulness),  I  passed 
the  sound  cautiously  into  the  cervical  canal.  It  passed  easily,  de- 
viating to  one  side  on  reaching  the  uterine  cavity,  passing  onward  to 
the  fundus,  showed  an  elongation  of  the  organ,  and  on  one  side  came 
in  contact  with  a  hard  resisting  body  which  could  be  partially  out- 
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lined  with  the  sound.  Having  ruled  out  pregnancy,  the  first  thought 
which  came  was,  is  it  a  polypus?  Certainly  not  a  mucous  polypus, 
as  they  seldom,  if  ever,  reach  such  a  size,  do  not  cause  the  uterus  to 
enlarge,  or  dilate  the  cervix.  It  might  have  been  an  interstitial 
fibroid  some  time  ago,  but  had  now  pushed  so  far  into  the  uterine 
cavity  as  to  have  passed  that  stage.  As  to  its  being  pediculated  that 
was  difficult  to  determine,  but  it  seemed  firmly  attached  on  one  side. 
There  were  some  symptoms  pointing  to  a  myxomatous  growth,  the 
rapid  progress,  its  situation,  and  the  uniform  enlargement  of  the 
uterus ;  but  it  did  not  have  that  soft,  pulpy  feeling  that  myxoma  does ; 
there  were  no  particular  signs  of  a  carcinomatous  growth.  Sub- 
mucous fibroid  seemed  to  answer  the  abnormality. 

Assuming  that  were  it  a  broad  base  sub-mucous,  its  base  would 
gradually  l>e  reduced  to  a  pedicle.  I  therefore  determined  to  hasten 
the  process,  by  inducing  contractions  of  the  uterus  under  electricity, 
also  to  destroy  if  possible  the  attachments  of  the  pedicl^  by  the 
electrolytic  action  of  the  negative  pole.  I  placed  a  cup-shaped  nega- 
tive electrode  over  the  os,  and  a  large  flat  plate  over  the  abdomen,  and 
gave  her  thirty  milliamperes.  This  was  repeated  every  four  or  five 
days  for  four  weeks,  giving  at  some  sittings  fifty  milliamperes.  Oc- 
casionally the  faradic  current  was  used  to  induce  contraction,  and  at 
the  last  three  treatments  the  intra-uterine  electrode  was  used,  passing 
thesame  within  the  uterine  cavity  against  the  growth.  The  patient  began 
having  severe  pains  twenty-four  hours  after,  continuing  quite  severely 
with  considerable  regularity  for  thirty-six  hours.  At  that  time  I 
was  called,  found  the  os  dilated  to  admit  three  fingers,  and  a  hard 
substance  protruding.  I  placed  the  patient  on  her  side,  introduced 
Hunter's  speculum,  dilated  the  cervix,  grasped  the  tumor  with  a 
volsellum,  -and  gradually  extracted  it.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
pedicle. 

It  proved  to  be  a  sub-mucous  fibroid  about  as  large  as  a  good-sized 
orange.  The  patient  recovered  rapidly,  and  is  now  quite  well.  In 
considering  the  case  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  galvano-faradic 
current  aided  much  in  separating  the  tumor  from  its  attachments  and 
expelling  it  from  the  uterus,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  such  treatment  is 
not  applicable  to  these  growths.  I  find  no  mention,  however,  of 
electricity  being  used  just  in  that  manner. 

Just  a  word  relative  to  the  mucous  polypi.  These  are  only  an 
hypertrophy  of  the  villous  surface  of  the  cervix.  They  are  always 
small,  bleed  easily,  red  in  color,  soft;  and  friable.  Their  origin  may 
be  the  site  of  a  placental  attach  ment^  or  the  fragments  of  a  placenta, 
or  it  may  be  a  cancerous  growth. 

Allow  me  now  to  call  your  attention  to  the  interstitial  myoma 
proper,  and  by  that  I  mean  one  that  has  so  extended  as  to  occupy  the 
entire  uterine  wall.  They  are  of  two  varieties,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned;  called  soft  oedematous  myoma  and  nodular  myoma,  but 
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the  majority,  are  of  the  former  character.  These  soft  tumors  are 
solitary,  consist  of  a  great  mass  of  soft  uterine  tissue  that  looks  and 
feels  like  a  well-advanced  pregnancy,  and  is  covered  by  a  thick  and 
uniform  layer  of  natural  uterine  tissue.  The  uterine  canal  may  run 
up  one  side,  showing  that  the  tumor  grew  from  one  side  in  the  wall. 
The  growth  rises  gently  from  the  pelvis,  and  acts  so  like  a  normal 
pregnancy  that  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  it. 

Tait  relates  two  cases  of  such  tumors,  wherein,  after  opening  the 
abdomen  and  placing  one  hand  on  the  tumor  and  the  other  against 
the  OS,  he  was  not  able  to  determine  positively  whether  it  was  a 
natural  pregnancy  or  an  oedematous  growth.  He  sewed  up  the  wound 
rather  than  risk  the  removal.  In  each  case  it  proved  to  be  such  a 
tumor  as  we  have  just  described. 

These  tumors  are  the  kind  that  require  hysterectomy,  as  they  grow 
quite  steadily,  and  may  attain  an  enormous  size,  weighing  as  high  as 
sixty  pounds.  When  cut  into,  a  great  quantity  of  serum  exudes. 
They  are  somewhat  gelatinous  in  consistency.  They  may  occur  at 
any  age  from  eighteen  to  sixty.  I  find  records  of  hysterectomy 
performed  at  the  age  of  eighteen  for  the  removal  of  these  oedematous 
fibroids.  Again,  they  may  not  appear  till  after  the  menopause. 
They  generally  give  more  trouble  than  the  other  forms  of  myoma. 
Haemorrhage  is  the  most  serious  symptom,  although  not  always 
present. 

If  these  cedematous  myoma  can  be  discovered  early  they  are  readily 
removed  by  cutting  through  the  uterine  wall  and  shelling  them  out, 
but  unfortunately  we  seldom  see  them  till  they  are  too  large  to  thus 
remove,  and  require  amputation  of  the  entire  organ. 

The  nodular  variety  of  interstitial  growths  are  found  multiple. 
They  are  seldom,  if  ever,  found  in  the  cervix,  but  are  essentially  a 
disease  of  the  fundus;  are  very  dense,  almost  cartilaginous;  do  not 
yield  serum,  and  creak  when  cut.  They  seldom  occur  before  thirty- 
five  or  forty  years  of  age,  and,  while  they  may  delay  the  menopause, 
do  not  occur  after  it,  and  will  generally  pass  away  after  such  time. 
Pain  is  seldom  a  prominent  symptom. 

The  constituents  of  both  varieties,  however,  seem  to  be  an  over- 
growth of  normal  uterine  tissue,  as  they  contain  no  immature  cells. 
The  last  variety  to  consider  is  the  so-called  sub-peritoneal ;  these  have 
already  been  defined  as  connected  with  the  outer  aspect  of  the  uterus, 
and  invested  with  peritonseum.  They  may  or  may  not  be  pediculated. 
Like  the  polypoid  they  were  originally  in  the  muscular  wall  itself 
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(see  Fig.  6),  but  nearer  its  peritoneal  surface  than  the  macous  «8ur- 
face^  and  thus  gradually  pushed  outward  till  they  lie  just  beneath 
the  peritonseum  (see  Fig.  6).   They  always^  with  rare  exception,  spring 


Fio.  5. 
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from  the  fundus  and  very  near  the  upper  surface  (see  Fig.  7).     A 
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peculiarity  they  show  when  quite  large  is  that  of  drawing  the  uteros 
upward.  Indeed,  the  vaginal  canal  may  become  so  stretched  that  it 
is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  the  cervix  can  be  felt  by  a  digital  ex- 
amination. A  case  is  reported  wherein  the  cervical  canal  was  six 
and  one-half  inches  long.  Rokatansky  says  that  it  is  possible  for 
complete  separation  of  the  fundus  and  cervix  to  take  place.  It  not 
infrequently  happens  that  a  pedunculated  myoma  can  be  freely  out- 
lined beneath  the  abdominal  walls.  Its  presence  may  be  demon- 
strated for  some  time,  when  suddenly  it  will  disappear,  and  you 
flatter  yourself  it  has  been  absorbed,  but  a  little  later  you  can  find  it 
in  the  posterior  cul-de-sac  wedged  down  firmly.  The  explanation  is 
simply  that  the  pedicle  has  become  longer  and  more  slender  till,  fail- 
ing to  support  the  tumor,  the  latter  falls  backward  like  a  retroflexed 
uterus,  and  there  remains  (see  Fig.  8). 


Mrs.  K. — Two  years  before  I  saw  her  she  was  examined  by  a  num- 
ber of  physicians  and  told  she  had  a  tumor  of  the  womb.  She 
could  herself  feel  it  distinctly  just  beneath  the  abdominal  walls. 
Suddenly  it  disappeared  and  neither  she  nor  her  physicians  could 
find  it.  About  the  same  time  she  b^n  having  much  backache, 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a  good  stool,  and  general  pelvic  pain.  When 
I  examined  her,  I  found  a  hard  resisting  body  in  the  utero-vaginai 
pouch,  bound  down  closely  and  about  the  size  of  two  fists.  I  regarded  it 
as  a  sub-peritoneal  uterine  fibroid,  and  adherent  both  to  the  rectum 
and  fundus. 

Upon  opening  the  abdomen  and  cutting  through  the  peritonaeum 
that  invested  it,  i  was  able  to  peel  it  out  from  its  bed;  I  then  found 
that  it  had  a  pedicle  which  attached  it  to  the  fundus  (see  Fig.  8). 
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This  I  ligated  and  removed  the  growth.  I  was  then  enabled  to  un- 
derstand the  cause  of  its  disappearance.  It  was  first  an  ordinary 
pedunculated  myoma  of  the  fundus ;  as  such  it  was  felt  beneath  the 
abdominal  walls.  The  pedicle  in  time  became  atrophied,  the  tumor 
fell  backward  between  the  rectum  and  fundus,  and  there  formed  ad- 
hesions from  its  surface  to  the  surface  of  adjacent  organs. 

These  growths  while  yet  pedunculated,  are  quite  easy  of  removal, 
simply  requiring  an  abdominal  incision,  ligating  of  the  pedicle  and 
removal,  if  there  be  no  adhesions. 

I  shall  not  go  minutely  into  the  treatment  of  these  growths ;  suffice 
it  to  say  uterine  myonia  are  not,  as  has  too  frequently  been  regarded, 
a  light  affection. 

They  are  more  than  merely  a  "  lump  in  the  womb."  We  are  dis- 
covering too  frequently  that  by  their  size,  haemorrhage  and  pressure, 
death  follows. 

I  am  convinced  from  investigation  that  the  disease  is  on  the  in- 
crease. I  understand  that  it  is  unknown  amongst  the  savage  women 
of  Africa,  yet  how  prevalent  it  has  become  amongst  their  descend- 
ants in  America. 

A  Few  General  Suggestions  as  to  Treatment, — If  it  be  a  nodular 
myoma,  and  the  patient  is  near  the  climacteric,  no  hsemorrhage,  no 
pain,  do  nothing  but  wait.  If  health  is  failing  from  either  cause, 
hasten  the  change  by  removal  of  appendages.  If  it  is  oedematous, 
very  large,  growing  more  so,  health  failing,  some  years  from  climac- 
teric, consider  hysterectomy  seriously.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
one  gets  but  little  result  by  removing  the  ovaries  in  the  cedematous 
variety. 

I  wish  I  could  speak  more  enthusiastically  of  the  use  of  electrolysis ; 
but  while  it  has  been  of  use  in  some  few  cases,  it  has  failed  in  so  many 
I  can  only  speak  of  it  as  a  possible  palliative. 

Spontaneous  disappearance  has  been  mentioned  frequently  in  con- 
nection with  these  tumors.  While  the  reports  seem  to  come  from 
reliable  sources,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  their  disappear- 
ance is  after  the  manner  I  have  mentioned,  that  of  a  pedunculated 
myoma,  falling  backward  into  the  recto-uterine  space. 
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THE  PATHOLOGY  AND  DIAGNOSIS  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  PROSTATL 

BTCARL  V.   VISCHER,    M.D.,   PHILADELPHIA. 

(Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  PenDsylvania* 
September  17, 1890.) 

It  seems  as  though  the  prostate  glaod,  although  intimately  con- 
nected with,  and  in  fact  a  part  of  the  uro-genital  tract  is  frequently 
forgotten  or  disregarded.  Especially  does  this  seem  to  be  the  case 
in  the  more  acute  forms  of  urethral  disease,  and  only  where  a  hyper- 
trophy is  possible  or  probable  is  it  made  the  object  of  a  more  careful 
examination. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  anatomy  of  the  gland  may  not  be  out  of 
place.  The  prostate  is  a  symmetrical  body  composed  of  a  median  and 
two  lateral  lobes,  the  existence  of  the  former,  however,  is  said  by 
some,  never  to  be  present  in  a  normal  gland.*  Its  structure  consists 
of  a  dense  stroma  of  unstriped  mui«cular  tissue,  in  the  meshes  of 
which  are  found  tubular  glands,  lined  with  cylindrical  epithelium. 

It  is  tunnelled  by  the  ejaculatory  ducts,  which  open  at  the  floor 
of  the  prostatic  urethra  on  either  side  of  the  veru  montanum,  where 
also  the  ducts  of  the  gland  itself  empty.  It  lies  below  and  in  front 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  surrounding  the  beginning  of  the  urethra 
for  about  an  inch  of  its  length,  and  is  enclosed  by  a  dense  capsule, 
with  the  pubes  in  front  and  posteriorly  the  rectum.  It  is  held  in 
position  by  the  pubo-prostatic  and  posterior  layer  of  the  triangular 
ligaments.  The  gland  is  almost  completely  surrounded  by  a  plexus 
of  veins. 

It  is  easily  conceivable,  owing  to  the  relation  the  gland  bears  to 
the  urethra,  that  it  is  readily  accessible  to  any  inflammatory  process 
that  may  be  going  on  in  the  canal,  not  to  mention  those  that  may 
rise  primarily  in  its  structure.  Aside  from  the  inflammatory  con- 
ditions to  which  the  prostate  is  liable,  we  may  have  those  arising 
from  altered  nutrition,  such  as  atrophy,  hypertrophy,  etc. ;  although 
comparatively  rare,  it  may  prove  not  the  less  interesting  to  give  these 
a  passing  notice. 

Atrophy  of  the  Prostate,  although  infrequent,  is  sometimes  met 
with  in  old  age,  when  we  find  the  glandular  element  to  be  the 
principal  seat  of  the  atrophy.  It  is  also  found  in  wasting  diseases 
such  as  phthisis,  and  where  there  is  any  pressure  exerted  as  from  a 
stone,  tumor  of  the  bladder  or  stricture,  which,  by  causing  a  damming 

*  ThompeoD,  Morgagni,  LaDtorini,  etc 
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back  of  the  urine,  increases  the  pressure.  It  bias  also  been  found  in 
the  young  when  it  may  be  so  marked  as  to  cause  incontinence.* 
Atrophy  at  times  may  follow  an  acute  inflammation  as  in  other 
organs.  Double  castration  has  also  been  known  to  produce  this 
change!  Thompson  has  shown  that  atrophy  does  not  necessarily  ac- 
company old  age  any  more  than  does  hypertrophy,  and  that  as  a 
rule  the  gland  remains  about  its  normal  size.t 

Prostatic  Hypertrophy  is  a  condition  that  has  been  so  exhaustively 
discussed,  that  any  further  remarks  may  seem  superfluous.  Patho- 
logically, however,  it  presents  a  variety  of  forms  which  may  prove 
interesting.  It  is  probably  the  most  common  afiFection  of  the  pros- 
tate found  in  elderly  men.  So  that  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  was  said  to 
remark  that  "  when  the  hair  turns  gray  and  scanty  the  prostate  gland 
almast  invariably  becomes  increased  in  size.''  Hypertrophy,  ac- 
cording to  Thompson,!  is  never  found  before  the  65th  year,  after 
which  it  is  found  in  about  33  per  cent.  The  most  frequent  form  of 
enlargement  is  an  increase  of  the  stroma  forming  a  tumor  composed 
of  fibro-myomatous  tissue,  analogous  to  those  found  in  the  uterus ; 
this  variety  may  reach  quite  a  large  size.  Thompson§  speaks  of  hav- 
ing seen  one  as  large  as  a  small  cxxioanut.  Another  form  of  hyper- 
trophy is  where  there  is  a  glandular  hyperplasia  which  in  reality  is 
a  true  adenoma  and  may  undergo  carcinomatous  changes.  In  cases 
of  glandular  hypertrophy  the  ducts  of  the  prostate  are  not  infre- 
quently involved  and  may  be  the  cause  of  no  little  difficulty  in 
catheterizingy  the  tip  of  the  instrument  being  apt  to  enter  the  mouth 
of  a  duct. 

Especially  is  this  the  case  when  a  small  catheter  is  used. 

The  diagnosis  of  prostatic  hypertrophy,  as  a  rule,  presents  but 
little  difficulty.  It  is  a  disease  of  advanced  life  and  is  never  found 
before  the  55th  year,  after  which  it  may  give  rise  to  a  variety  of 
symptoms,  the  principal  one  being  difficulty  of  urination.  This 
is  no  doubt  a  frequent  symptom  of  several  pathological  changes, 
but  where  it  is  present  in  the  young  it  is  usually  due  to  some  inflam- 
matory or  nervous  condition.  In  middle  life  it  is  commonly  found 
in  cases  of  stricture,  but  where  these  conditions  can  be  excluded 
in  those  more  advanced  in  life,  it  will  almost  invariably  be  found 
due  to  prostatic  enlargement.     The  patient  is  obliged  to  pass  water 

*  Socio. 

f  Thompson  on  Diseases  of  the  ProstaUy  1873. 

t  Thompson  on  Diseases  of  Urinary  Organs^  1883. 
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frequently,  especially  at  night,  the  opposite  being  the  case  in  stone. 
As  a  consequence  of  the  hypertrophy  there  will  be  more  or  less 
retention  of  urine  which  sooner  or  later  gives  rise  to  a  cystitis, 
which  may  prove  the  mpst  difficult  to  manage.  Subjective  symp- 
toms alone  may,  however,  give  rise  to  errors  in  this,  as  in  most  any 
other  disease ;  therefore  it  behooves  us  to  make  a  physical  examina- 
tion in  every  case  of  suspected  hypertrophy,  when,  as  a  rule,  it 
becomes  an  easy  matter  to  recognize  the  form  of  enlargement  we 
have  to  deal  with.  In  cases  of  unilateral  hypertrophy,  the  urethra 
frequently  becomes  distorted,  forming  a  letter  S;  here  it  is  where 
the  greatest  skill  combined  with  no  less  patience  and  a  very  flexible 
catheter  is  required  to  prove  of  avail,  and,  in  fact,  there  are  cases 
where  even  these  measures  are  unsuccessful.  In  bilateral  enlarge- 
ment, the  calibre  of  the  urethra  is  also  greatly  diminished  and  may  be 
obliterated,  making  catheterization  im[)Ossible.  Here  as  in  the  fore- 
going form,  we  may  have  such  an  increase  in  length  of  the  urethra 
so  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  reach  the  bladder  with  an  ordinary 
catheter.  A  prominent  third  lobe  not  infrequently  leads  to  reten- 
tion, acting  as  a  valve  over  the  internal  urethral  orifice ;  there  are, 
however,  cases  reported  where  quite  a  large  middle  lobe  caused  little 
or  no  difficulty.  Where  it  is  possible  to  pass  a  sound  into  the  blad- 
der, the  intravesical  condition  may  be  determined  quite  readily, 
especially  if  this  is  combined  with  the  rectal  examination. 

Malignant  Tumors  of  the  Prostate  are  rather  rare;  occasionally, 
however,  we  may  find  it  the  seat  of  a  carcinoma  or  sarcoma.  The 
former  has  been  principally  observed  in  the  earlier  years.  Nyss 
described  the  growth  as  beginning  from  the  tubular  epithelium  with 
relatively  little  change  in  the  stroma,  whereas,  Birch  Hirschfeld  * 
found  considerable  hyperplasia  of  the  stroma  with  round-celled 
infiltration,  the  carcinoma  cells  being  usually  found  in  nests  or 
arranged  in  strings  and  mostly  of  the  cylindrical  variety.  The 
growth  consists  at  first  of  small,  yellowish  white  nodules  which 
protrude  into  the  urethra  and  soon  begin  to  ulcerate,  and  as  a 
result  of  which  we  have  more  or  less  severe  haemorrhages.  Carci- 
noma of  the  prostate,  as  that  of  the  bladder,  is  seldom  followed  by 
metastasis,  the  disease  spreading  by  continuity,  and  so  involving  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  seminal  vesicles  and  rectum. 

Sarcomata^  although  seldom,  are  most  commonly  of  the  variety 

*  Pathological  AnaUmiy^  1887. 
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known  as  lympho-sarkom,  one  case  of  such  being  reported  as  occur- 
rinpj  in  a  child  of  two  years  of  age.* 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Prostate  is  unusual,  excepting  as  a  secon- 
dary involvement  of  tuberculosis  of  some  other  portion  of  the  genito- 
urinary tract,  especially  the  epididymis^  and  is  characterized  by  a 
nodular  enlargement,  the  nodules  being  smaller  than  those  some- 
times found  in  fibrous  hypertrophy  and  undergo  cheesy  degenera- 
tion, oftentimes  breaking  through  and  discharging  into  the  rectum, 
bladder  or  urethra.     The  diagnosis  is  not  di$cult,  as  a  rule. 

Prostatic  Concretions,  accurately  speaking,  are  only  found  in 
the  ducts  of  the  gland,  and  are  almost  invariably  present  in  old 
prostates  in  greater. or  less  numbers.  They  greatly  vary  in  size 
from  those  that  are  to  be  seen  microscopically  only,  to  those  of  quite 
large  size,  T.  H.  Barker  having  removed  one  weighing  over  three 
ounces.  The  smaller  ones  are  round  or  oval  and  formed  in  concen- 
tric layers.  According  to  Paulitzky,  the  concrements  are  formed 
by  the  deposition  of  albuminoid  substances  around  desquamated  epi- 
thelium, which  changes  into  an  amyloid  substance  and  finally  calci- 
fies. 

Stilling  believes  them  to  be  formed  from  a  hyaloid  degeneration 
of  the  epithelial  cells  such  as  takes  place  after  fevers.  They  may  be 
so  numerous  as  to  cause  complete  atrophy  of  the  gland,  the  stones 
remaining  in  the  capsule  as  if  in  a  sac  (Adams).  In  general,^  they 
much  resemble  biliary  calculi. 

Cysts  of  tlie  Prostate  are  very  exceptional  and  are  usually 
formed  by  a  dilatation  of  the  ducts  caused  by  a  stoppage  from  a 
concrement,  or  where  there  is  a  fatty  degeneration  of  the  epithelium 
lining  the  ducts,  when  it  is  known  as  a  "milky  prostate  "  (Bokit- 
ansky).  There  are  a  few  cases  of  echinoooccus  of  the  prostate 
reported.! 

Coming  to  the  more  important  affections  of  the  prostate  and  those 
which  will  claim  our  attention  most,  we  have  the  inflammatory 
changes. 

Prostatitis  may  be  of  two  varieties,  follicuJar  and  parenchymatous ; 
each  of  these  may  be  either  acute  or  chronic. 

Acute  Prostaiitis  may  be  due  to  several  causes>.such  as  traumatism,, 
excessive  intercourse,  masturbation,  or  mechanical  irritation,  as  stone 
or  astringent  injections,  but  is  by  far  more  common  as  a  sequence  or 
accomimniment  of  urethritis.     According  to  Montagnon  and  Eraud 

*  Birch  Hirechfeld. 
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70  per  cent,  of  the  cases  are  of  gonorrhoeal  origin^  when  it  usually 
is  found  to  be  of  the  follicular  variety.  Here  the  gland  is  but 
slightly  enlarged  and  oflentimes  but  one  lobe  is  found  involved. 
The  inflammation  tends  toward  localization,  as  in  most  cases  one  or 
two  Dodules  about  the  size  of  a  pea  can  be  made  out  by  rectal  ex- 
amination, which  either  terminate  in  resolution  or  the  formation  of 
small  abscej'ses  that  empty  spontaneously  into  the  urethra.  This  form 
of  prostatitis  is  prone  to  develop  at  or  about  the  same  time  that  the 
inflammation  invades  the  posterior  urethra,  which  as  a  rule  takes 
place  the  latter  part  of  the  third  week,  unless  the  process  is  pre- 
cipitated by  premature  injection.  The  diagnosis  of  acute  prostatitis 
may  often  be  made  by  the  presence  of  a  constant  desire  to  urinate, 
\vhi(  h  is  the  more  marked  the  more  acute  the  inflammation  is,  so 
that  in  the  more  severe  forms,  the  patient  scarcely  has  time  to  re- 
spond to  the  call,  the  urine  passing  involuntarily.  The  discharge 
apparently  remains  unaltered,  but  if  Thompson's  test  with  two 
glasses  be  made  it  will  be  seen  that  the  second  glass  is  decidedly 
cloudy,  j)erhaps  as  much  if  not  more  than  the  first;  this  is  owing  to 
well  known  reasons.  If  the  urine  in  the  second  glass  is  allowed  to 
precipitate  the  latter  will  be  found  to  consist  of  mucus,  together 
with  numerous  small  hooked-shaped  particles.  On  the  addition  of 
a  few  drops  of  acetic  acid,  the  cloud  may  dipappear  owing  to 
the  phosphate,  an  excess  of  which  is  frequently  found  in  connection 
with  this  trouble.  At  the  end  of  micturition  the  patient  experiences 
sharp  pains,  which  radiate  from  the  prostate  into  the  rectum,  peri- 
nseum,  and  sometimes  the  testicles,  and  are  due  to  the  contractions  of 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  in  forcing  out  the  last  of  the  urine. 

Rectal  examination  reveals  the  condition  previously  described,  to- 
gether with  marked  tendernass.  The  disease  tends  toward  resolu- 
tion, unlets  influenced  by  some  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the 
patient  or  otherwise,  when  it  pas.'-es  into  the  chronic  stage. 

Chronic  Prostatitis,  besides  being  due  to  the  foregoing  may  ari.«e 
as  a  complication  of  chronic  urethritis.  When  the  gland  may  be  de- 
cidedly enlarged  or  considerably  smaller  than  normal,  the  structure 
becomes  spongy  and  exceedingly  vascular ;  in  advanced  cases  we 
may  have  numerous  small  abscess  formations,  the  mouths  of  the 
ducts  are  wide,  containing  mucus  ;  besides  the^e  we  may  find  numer- 
ous small  cavities  opening  on  the  floor  of  the  profc:tatic  urethra,  the 
mucous  membrane  of  which  is  atrophied  and  highly  vascular.  The 
glandular  epithelium  undergoes  cloudy  swelling.  As  to  the  symp- 
toms of  chronic  prostatitis,  there  are  many  in  common  with  the  acute 
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form,  only  not  as  marked,  such  as  the  tenesmus  which  causes  a 
source  of  constant  trouble,  most  every  act,  such  as  walking,  sexual 
intercourse,  etc.,  making  the  patient  feel  as  though  he  must  empty 
his  bladder  at  once;  this,  although  not  as  marked  as  the  acute  stage, 
seems  to  be  more  constant  Defecation  is  often  accompanied  by  a 
thick  milky  discharge  from  the  urethra,  which  many  believe  to  be 
sperma,  so  that  one  frequently  finds  a  supposed  spermatorrhoea,  is  in 
reality  due  to  a  chronic  prostatitis.  Besides  these  we  have  symptoms 
of  sexual  irritation,  which  function  is  decreased,  the  patients  often 
complaining  that  an  orgasm  is  impossible  or  is  accompanied  by  a 
sharp  pain  in  the  posterior  urethra  and  rectum.  Another,  and  in- 
deed a  very  common  symptom,  is  a  premature  orgasm,  the  patient 
having  good  erections  but  ejaculation  takes  place  before  the  act  can 
be  accomplished,  immediately  following  which  the  organ  becomes 
flaccid.     Nocturnal  emissions  are  also  frequently  complained  of. 

This  is  quite  naturally  followed  by  mental  depression.  In  some 
inveterate  cases  of  proetatorrhoea,  spermatozoa  are  at  times  found 
with  the  prostatic  fluid.  There  may  also  exist  a  general  hyperses- 
thesia  of  the  genital  organs.  Patients  complain  of  sharp  burning 
pains  during  micturition  which  may  lead  oneto  suspect  acute  inflamma- 
tory changes,  or  stricture,  as  not  infrequently  spasms  of  the  urethra 
are  present.  Besides  these,  we  may  have  many  of  the  well-known 
symptoms  of  sexual  neurasthenia.  In  regard  to  the  diagnosis  of 
chronic  prostatorrhoea,  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  the  passage  of  a 
sound  will  elicit  unusual  tenderness  in  the  prostatic  urethra,  and  the 
secretion  which  is  quite  diagnostic  of  the  trouble  will  be  found  ad- 
hered to  the  l)eak  of  the  instrument  on  its  removal,  after  which  it 
can  also  be  readily  squeezed  out  by  slight  pressure  along  the  deep 
canal.  The  test  with  the  glass  may  prove  the  second  portion  of  urine 
quite  clear,  but  in  it  will  be  seen  floating  small  hook-shaped  casts 
of  the  prostatic  ducts;  this  together  with  the  subjective  symptoms  is 
sufficient  on  which  to  base  a  diagnosis. 

Microscopically,  the  secretion  consists  of  abundant  pus  cells,  poly- 
gonal and  cylindrical  epithelium,  together  with  the  so-called  Bott- 
cherts  sperm  crystals  which  consist  of  fine  needles,  the  base  of  which 
is  composed  of  phosphatic  salts,  which  Schreiner  has  shown  to  be 
pathognomonic  of  prostatorrhoea.  To  demonstrate  these  most  satis- 
factorily it  becomes  necessary  to  obtain  the  secretion  free  from  urine. 
A  drop  of  one  per  cent.  sol.  of  phos.  of  ammonia  is  now  added  to 
an  equal  quantity  of  secretion,  which  is  allowed  to  dry  slowly  under 
a  cover-glass. 
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Parenehymatoua  Prostatitis  is  usually  (tie  result  of  either  one  of 
the  above  forms  or  of  traumatism.  The  gland  becomes  enlarged, 
at  times  so  much,  as  to  cause  partial  or  complete  retention  of  urine. 
It  is  exceedingly  tender,  and  gives  a  boggy  sensation  to  the  finger. 
Painful  defecation  is  not  an  uncommon  symptom.  The  disease  runs 
a  rather  rapid  course,either  terminating  in  resolution  or  abscess  forma- 
tion in  a  week  to  ten  days.  In  case  of  the  former,the  symptoms  gradu- 
ally subside;  whereas  in  the  more  destructive  form,  the  symptoms 
usually  increase  in  severity  until  about  the  seventh  or  eighth  day, 
when  the  patient  is  taken  with  a  severe  chill  followed  by  a  rapid 
rapid  rise  of  temperature.  Examination  now  reveals  that  a  semi- 
fluctuating  mass  which  may  point  and  break  In  one  of  several  direc- 
tions, unless  surgical  interference  gives  free  vent  to  the  pus. 
Although  the  most  frequent  point  of  rupture  is  into  the  urethra  (64 
times  in  102  cases,  Legend),  it  may  break  into  ischio-rectal  space, 
rectum,  peritoneal  cavity,  perinseum  or  burrow  and  point  in  the 
inguinal  region  or  various  other  directions;  one  ease  being  reported 
where  pointed  at  the  umbilicus,  so  that  at  least  this  form  of  the 
disease  is  much  more  serious  than  ordinarily  supposed.  Of  114 
cases  tabulated  by  Legend,  34  resulted  fatally.  It  is  therefore  advis- 
able always  to  keep  this  in  mind,  and  in  every  case  of  gonorrhoea 
with  a  sudden  rise  of  temperature  to  carefully  examine  the  prostate. 


THE  BRAIN  SYMPTOMS  OF  SULPHATE  OF  QUININE. 

BY  W.   M.   BUTLER,  A.M.,   M.D. 
(Read  before  the  New  York  State  Homceopathic  Medical  Society,  October  1, 1800.) 

No  drug  is  more  extensively  employed  by  the  allo|iathic  school 
than  sulphate  of  quinine.  The  list  of  maladies  said  by  its  advocates 
to  be  relieved  by  its  administration  is  almost  as  numberless  as  the 
ills  to  which  mankind  is  subject.  Malarial,  yellow,  typhus  and 
typhoid,  puerperal  and  scarlet  fevers,  angina  pectoris,  hay  fever, 
asthma,  all  forms  of  neuralgia,  acute  rheumatism,  enlargement  of  the 
spleen,  phthisis,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  gangrene  of  the  lungs,  laryn- 
gismus stridulus,  whooping-cough,  erysipelas,  urticaria,  scrofulous 
ophthalmia,  insanity,  epilepsy,  tetanus,  gangrene  and  mortification, 
cancrum  oris,  scurvy,  cholera,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  are  all  asserted 


1890.]  2%€  Brain  Symptoms  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine,  837 

by  different  authors  to  have  been  cured  by  this  marvellous  panacea. 
In  fact  one  might  infer,  if  he  were  to  be  guided  by  allopathic  writers 
upon  the  subject,  that  all  any  physician  could  desire  would  be  a  cjise 
full  of  quinine  to  combat  any  form  of  disease.  Nor  is  this  idea  of 
the  all-curative  properties  of  this  drug  limited  to  the  medical  faculty 
alone.  Among  many  of  the  laity  the  same  opinion  prevails,  and  a 
bountiful  supply  of  quinine  is  reckoned  among  the  household  neces- 
sities. Fully  convinced  of  its  cardinal  virtues,  it  is  not  deemed  nec- 
essary to  call  in  the  medical  adviser  for  the  ordinary  ailments  of  the 
family  until  the  sufferer  has  been  thoroughly  plied  with  quinine. 
One  might  naturally  infer,  from  the  universality  of  its  use,  that  it 
was  classed  among  the  harmless  agents  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  yet  the 
list  of  symptoms  which  its  most  strenuous  advocates  admit  that  it  is 
capable  of  producing  when  given  in  too  large  doses  or  when  the  in- 
dividual is  especially  susceptible  to  its  effects  is  somewhat  appalling. 
Not  to  speak  of  the  vomiting  and  purging  which  it  may  produce, 
we  find  mentioned  vertigo;  noises  in  the  ears  of  various  kinds,  as  of 
insects  humming,  distant  waterfalls,  the  ringing  of  bells  or  the  strik- 
ing of  a  clock.  These  noises  may  be  accompanied  by  slight  deafness, 
or  the  deafness  may  become  complete. 

Less  common,  but  liable  to  occur,  are  optical  illusions,  intolerance 
of  light,  amblyopia,  mydriasis  and  even  blindness ;  headache  of 
greater  or  less  severity,  with  a  curious  sensation  as  if  the  top  of  the 
head  were  coming  off.  In  others  the  cerebral  symptoms  may  increase 
to  positive  mania.  In  some  cases  collapse  and  coma  occur,  occasion- 
ally accompanied  by  convulsions.  This  list  of  ills  is  doubly  em- 
phatic coming,  as  it  does,  from  the  mouths  of  its  friends.  Among 
the  homoeopathic  provings  of  the  drug  we  find  great  despondency, 
with  a  feeling  as  if  some  evil  were  impending;  disinclination  to  men- 
tal work;  anguish,  with  loud  sobbing  and  weeping;  furious  deli- 
rium, with  screaming  and  jumping  out  of  bed  at  night;  confusion  of 
the  head ;  whirling  in  the  head,  like  a  mill-wheel ;  violent  pains  of 
various  sorts  through  different  parts  of  the  head,  especially  in  the 
supra-orbital  regions ;  dilatation  of  the  pupils ;  bright  lights  and 
sparks  before  the. eyes;  black  spots  before  the  eyes,  dimness  of 
vision,  blindness,  amblyopia  and  amaurosis ;  deafness,  with  roaring, 
ringing,  buzzing,  hissing  and  sounds  of  bells  in  the  ears.  We  also 
find  sleeplessness,  or  uneasy,  restless  sleep,  disturbed  by  dreams. 

With  such  a  formidable  array  of  serious  nervous  symptoms  liabFe 
to  be  produced  by  its  administration,  one  would  suppose  that  its  use 
by  non-professionals  would  be  tabooed,  and  that  medical  men  would 
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be  8omewbat  cbary  in  their  seleciioo  of  subjects  to  Mrhom  it  should 
be  given,  and  careful  in  their  dosage.  Yet  too  often,  after  a  super- 
ficial diagnosis,  the  patient,  regardless  of  his  peculiar  idiosyncrasies, 
is  ordered  quinine.  If  the  nervous  symptoms  of  tl>e  drug  are  pro- 
duced, they  are  ascribed  to  the  disease,  and  the  dose  increased.  How 
many  trifling  maladies  are  thus  transformed  into  dangerous  illnesses 
or  how  many  unfortunates  are  in  this  manner  hurried  into  untimely 
graves  no  one  can  know,  as  the  ones  who  make  these  mistakes  are 
usually  masters  of  the  situation,  and  no  one  capable  of  the  task  can 
sit  in  judgment  upon  their  work.  Fortunately,  however,  these  vic- 
tims of  allo|)athic  malpractice  occasionally  fall  into  homoeopathic 
hands  and  are  rescued,  and  from  these  we  can  form  some  idea  of  the 
multitudes  who  must  continually  suffer  in  a  like  manner  without 
relief.  An  instance  of  this  kind  some  time  since  came  into  my  owo 
practice,  the  details  of  the  case  being  as  follows : 

November  17,  1888,  was  called  to  see  W.  F.  De  V^,  printer,  mar- 
ried, 24  years  of  age,  with  the  following  history : 

Tuesday,  November  8th,  although  not  feeling  well,  worked  during 
the  day,  and  in  the  evening  took  a  long  walk.  Upon  returning 
home  had  a  slight  chill,  which  was  followed  by  a  high  fever  which 
laii^ted  all  night.  Wednesday  morning,  an  allopathic  physimn  was 
called,  who  pronounced  the  disease  malarial  or  typhoid  fever,  he 
could  not  say  which,  and  prescribed  quinine  and  whiskey  (the  exact 
dose  not  krtown),  to  be  given  every  two  hours,  alternately.  Never 
having  taken  either  whiskey  or  quinine,  as  soon  as  the  {>atient  com- 
menced to  take  them,  he  complained  of  continual  ringing  and  noises 
in  the  ears,  as  if  steam  cars  were  running  through  his  head.  For 
the  next  two  days,  the  pains  in  the  head  continued,  severe  and  un- 
ceasing, the  treatment  remaining  the  same.  Friday  night,  commenced 
to  think  that  people  were  talking  alK>ut  him,  and  desired  to  know 
what  his  wife  and  sister  were  quarreling  about.  The  physician  now 
pronounc:ed  the  case  typhoid  fever,  and  increased  the  amount  of 
quinine  and  continued  the  whiskey.  Satunlay  and  Sunday,  much 
depressed.  Sunday  night,  suddenly  sat  up  in  bed  ;  said  it  was  getting 
dark,  and  he  could  not  see,  and  he  was  going  to  die.  After  this,  did 
not  want  any  one  to  come  towards  him  or  speak  to  him.  Pain  and 
ringing  in  head  continued  uninterruptedly.  Monday,  oontinually 
gazed  out  of  the  window,  without  apparently  seeing  anything.  About 
4  P.M.,  a  friend  came  in,  and  when  she  attempted  to  put  her  band  on 
his  head,  he  said,  ^*  do  not  touch  me,  your  hand  is  the  hand  of  death,'' 
and  then  commenced  to  shout  and  cry,  and  was  with  difliculty  re- 
strained in  bed.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  very  nervous  and  ex- 
citable, and  did  not  know  his  friends.  Thui^ay,  about  1  A.M.,  com- 
menced to  call  his  wife,  in  a  sing-song,  but  did  not  recognize  her 
when  she  came  to  him.     Kept  this  up  for  two  hours.     All  at  once, 
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got  out  of  bed,  and  went  to  the  window,  but  was  induced  to  return 
to  bed.  Suddenly,  springing  out  of  bed,  he  ran  around  the  r(x>m, 
then  rushed  to  the  window  (which  was  in  the  second  story  of  the 
house)  and  jumped  out,  landiilg  upon  a  clothes-line  in  the  yard.  Al- 
though the  rain  was  pouring  in  torrent!^,  the  patient  received  no 
apparent  injury.  I  was  call^  in  the  succeeding  forenoon.  Upon 
examination,  I  found  the  patient  entirely  unconscious.  Face  pale, 
and  covered  with  a  clammy  sweat  Pulse  and  temperature  consid- 
erably below  normal.  (Unfortunately,  I  have  mislaid  the  temperature 
chart,  so  that  I  cannot  give  the  exact  figures.)  A  most  careful  ex- 
amination revealing  not  the  slightest  sign  of  typhoid  fever,  I  con- 
cluded that  the  patient  was  suflfering  from  over-drugging  with  qui- 
nine. The  quinine  was  discontinued  (from  the  size  of  the  bolus,  the 
amount'  given  being,  I  should  judge,  about  20  grains  every  two 
hours),  and  diminished  the  whisKey  from  two  to  one  tablespoonful. 
At  my  second  visit,  in  the  evening,  found  that  the  patient  had  rallied 
considerably,  and  was  decidedly  wild  and  maniacal.  Discontinued 
the  whiskey.  November  18th  :  patient  slept  little ;  full  of  delusions 
and  hallucinations  of  sight  and  hearing;  very  wild,  and  had  to  be 
restrained  in  bed  ;  sang  most  of  the  time. 

This  excitement  continued  for  about  two  weeks,  attended  by  most 
obstinate  sleeplessness,  which  had  prevailed  during  the  entire  illness, 
when,  through  the  influence  of  appropriate  homoeopathic  remedies,  it 
entirely  passed  away,  leaving  the  patient  in  an  extremely  weakened 
condition,  requiring  about  three  weeks  more  of  care  and  medication 
before  he  was  able  to  resume  his  work. 

How  a  reputable  physician  could  make  such  a  rank  error  in  diag- 
nosis, it  is  difficult  to  understand,  as  in  the  whole  history  of  the  .case 
before  he  came  into  my  hands,  I  was  unable  to  elicit  any  symptoms 
diagnostic  of  typhoid  fever,  and  none  occurred  while  he  was  under 
my  care.  Had  the  case  received  the  proper  homoeopathic  remedy 
at  the  onset,  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  but  he  would  have 
been  at  his  work  within  a  week. 

That  this  patient  was  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  influence  of 
quinine  there  can  be  no  doubt,  nor  can  there  be  any  less  doubt  that 
he  would  have  found  an  early  grave  had  he  been  much  longer  kept 
under  its  influence — and  this  form  of  treatment  is  called  Scientific 
Medicine. 


Vaoinishtjs. — Baas  reports  an  interesting  case  apparently  due  to  a  large  and 
thick  hymen  that  had  been  only  partially  ruptured  and  had  become  exceedingly 
sensitive  to  the  least  touch.  He  prescribed  a  10  per  cent,  cocaine  cerate  and  com- 
plete abstinence  from  all  sexual  attempts  for  two  weeks.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
she  was  ranch  improved  and  soon  after  was  cured. — CcTUralblaUfur  Oyndkologiej 
Na  41, 1890. 
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EDITORIAL 


KOCH'S  DISCOVERY. 

The  great  subject  uppermost  io  the  professional  miod  at  the 
present  time  is  the  announcement  that  Koch  has  discovered  a  remedy 
that  will  stay  the  ravages  of  tuberculosis.  As  is  well  known  to  our 
readers,  the  daily  press  for  some  little  time  past  has  contained  full 
and  supposed  to  be  authentic  accounts  of  the  successes  attained  by 
it.  Tlie  manner  in  which  the  various  points  pertaining  thereto 
have  been  presented  savors  largely  of  the  sensational.  Not  to  be 
outdone  in  enterprise  by  the  secular  press,  the  great  medical  week- 
lies have  been  competing  actively  with  each  other  that  each  may  pre- 
sent the  latest  news  sooner  than,  his  contemporary.  The  Medical 
News  in  its  issue  of  November  15th,  published  a  translation  of 
Koch's  entire  article  as  published  in  the  Deutsche  Medicinische 
Wochenschrift  of  the  day  before,  a  feat  made  possible  only  by  a 
liberal  use  of  the  cable.  The  Medioai  Record  has  sent  Dr.  Max 
Einhorn  to  Berlin  that  he  may  pursue  investigations  of  the  '^  new 
cure"  at  headquarters,  giving  him  instructions  to  cable  weekly  re- 
ports. Medical  colleges  and  universities  have  likewise  sent  their 
representatives  to  the  field  of  action.  Many  physicians  have  cabled 
for  a  supply  of  the  wonderful  virus ;  many  more  have  written  for 
the  same.  Two  thousand  physicians  are  said  to  be  in  Berlin  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  the  great  secret.  Never  before  has  the  medical 
mind  been  in  such  a  state  of  excitement  as  at  the  present.  Great 
as  is  this  excitement  it  is  but  natural.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
are  at  present  two  hundred  thousand  consumptives  in  the  United 
States.  In  other  portions  of  the  world  there  are  many  more.  To 
these  as  especially  interested  in  the  discovery  should  be  added  the 
many  sufferers  from  tubercular  diseases  of  the  skin,  bones  and 
serous  membranes.  In  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  healthiest  cities  of 
the  world,  one-fifth  of  the  deaths  in  adults  are  from  consumption. 
Should,  therefore,  Koch's  discovery  benefit  but  one-tenth  of  those 
for  whom  it  was  intended  it  will  be  a  great  boon  to  suffering  hu- 
manity. 

The  remedy  and  its  mode  of  preparation  are  as  yet  a  profound 
secret.  All  that  we  do  know  concerning  it  is  that  it  is  probably  a 
ptomaine  of  the  tubercle  bacillus.     This  secrecy  on  the  part  of 
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Koch  and  his  colleagues  we  must  condemn,  especially  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  latter  are  making  use  of  the  monopoly  in 
their  knowledge  of  the  "cure"  to  enrich  themselves,  a  perfectly 
natural  thing  to  do  under  the  circumstances.  We  -cannot  consider 
the  ostensible  reason  for  secrecy  a  valid  one,^ namely,  that  the  im- 
portance of  the  discovery  requires  that  all  ex[)eriments  should  be 
carefully  and  accurately  conducted,  lest  incompetent  experimenters 
detract  from  its  merit  or  inflict  much  bodily  injury  on  the  confiding 
subjects  of  their  experiments.  If  the  discovery  is  one  of  merit  its 
minutest  details  cannot  be  made  public  too  soon.  There  are  men 
everywhere  perfectly  capable  of  making  the  preparation  as  care- 
fully as  are  those  connected  with  Koch's  laboratory.  Tha^  harm 
may  be  done  by  the  injudicious  use  of  the  remedy  goes  without 
saying;  that  it  will  be  done  ultimately,  even  when  the  exact  nature 
of  the  lymph  and  the  technique  of  its  applications  are  fully  an- 
nounced, is  equally  certain.  iSeekers  after  notoriety  will  most  as- 
suredly apply  it  to  cases  to  which  it  is  not  adapted.  Koch's  con- 
servatism will  not  prevent  them  from  performing  their  ill-advised 
experiments.  We  see  on  the  other  hand  many  reasons  why  a  com- 
plete exposure  of  the  "  cure  "  should  be  made.  Then  able  men  of  all 
nationalities  vwill  soon  confirm  it;  they  may  even  aid  Koch  in  its 
elaboration.  Thus  will  the  treatment  be  placed  on  a  firm  footing 
much  sooner  than  it  could  be  under  other  circumstances. 

Regarding  the  value  of  the  discovery  we  would  say  that  it  is  yet 
too  early  to  express  an-  opinion.  We  think  that  the  profession 
should  not  be  too  hasty  in  acx^epting  it.  Two  great  medical  sensa- 
tions are  yet  fresh  in  our  minds.  One  of  these  was  announced  two 
years  ago,  namely,  the  cure  of  phthisis  by  the  rectal  injection  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  ;  the  other  was  the  so-called  '*  elixir  of  life" 
discovered  (?)  by  Dr.  Brown-Sequard,  of  Paris.  Both  of  these  ex- 
cited widespread  interest,  second  only  to  that  at  present  displayed 
over  the  latest  news  from  Koch's  laboratory,  and  both  have  been 
exploded  as  medical  fallacies.  The  former  raised  false  hopes  in  the 
breasts  of  many  phthisical  patients,  and  thousands  of  physicians  have 
as  a  souvenir  of  the  craze  a  useless  sulphuretted  hydrogen  apparatus. 
The  **  Elixir"  was  a  sensation  for  a  month,  put  in  practice  by  men 
seeking  notoriety,  and  dying  a  natural  death  after  having  doue  in- 
calculable harm  to  the  subjects  of  their  experiments. 

Koch,  however,  is  a  very  different  man  from  either  Bergeon  or 
Brown-Sequard.  The  very  fact  that  he  has  been  so  careful  hitherto 
in  all  his  statements  makes  any  assertions  he  may  now  make,  how- 
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ever  extravagant  they  maj  seem  at  first  sight,  worthy  of  the  greatest 
respect.  A  careful  perusal  of  his  paper  as  republished  iu  the 
Medical  News  shows  that  the  daily  press  has  greatly  overestimated 
the  benefits  claimed  for  the  treatment.  The  ultimate  efiect  of  the 
inoculations  is  to  produce  a  necrosis  of  the  living  tuberculous  tissue, 
the  dead  mass  then  being  removed  either  by  surgery  or  by  natural 
processes.  The  remedy  has  no  efiect  on  the  tubercle  bacilli  them- 
selves. 

The  most  satisfactory  experiments  thus  far  made  have  been  those 
performed  on  cases  of  lupus.  The  diseased  tissue  has  invariably 
broken  down  under  the  treatment  and  been  cast  ofl^,  and  perfect 
cures  have  almost  invariably  followed.  Tubercular  processes  on  an 
external  surface  like  the  skin  are  very  diflferent  matters  from  tuber- 
culosis of  the  lungs  or  serous  membranes.  The  question  arises, 
what  if  the  application  of  the  remedy  causes  multiple  necrotic  foci 
in  the  tuberculous  organs  ?  Can  surgery  or  unaided  nature  relieve 
the  sufferer?  May  the  end  not  be  hastened  by  the  attempt  to  cure? 
We  should  most  certainly  hesitate  before  making  any  experiments 
on  persons  suffering  from  peritoneal  or  cerebral  tuberculosis.  These, 
of  course,  are  but  our  impressions,  and  can  have  but  little  weight  in 
the  absence  of  definite  knowledge  as  to  the  "  cure.''  When  Koch 
says  that  phthisis  in  its  incipient  stages  can  be  most  certainly  stopped 
by  the  remedy  his  words  are  entitled  to  consideration ;  but  at  the 
same  time  we  must  not  forget  that  his  enthusiasm  may  have  biased 
him  in  his  opinions.  Then,  too,  if  the  cure  does  not  (as  is  said)  de- 
stroy the  receptivity  of  the  system  to  the  tubercle  bacillus,  what  as- 
surance is  there  that  the  cure  will  be  permanent?  Certainly  this  is 
a  most  important  matter.  Everything  depends  on  the  receptivity  of 
the  patient,  for  all  of  us  are  constantly  taking  the  tubercle  bacilli 
into  our  lungs. 

If  Koch's  discovery  should  enable  us  to  cure  tubercular  processes 
in  their  incipiency,  then  it  will  be  a  great  boon  indeed,  even  though 
it  leaves  the  advanced  cases  in  their  present  state  of  hopelessness. 

Two  thoughts  are  suggested  by  our  subject.  The  first  is  that 
pulmonary  phthisis  is  not  by  any  means  invariably  fatal.  How 
often  have  we  in  our  autopsies  discovered  pulmonary  oioatrices. 
the  results  of  old  lesions?  How  often  have  we  had  cases  of 
phthisis  apparently  hopeless  and  make  excellent  recoveries  under 
good  treatment?  We  echo  the  sentiments  of  many  physicians  when 
we  say  that  consumption  is  frequently  cured,  especially  when  taken 
in  its  early  incipiency,  and  the  physician  goes  about  his  work  with  a 
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fixed  determination  to  cure.  Proper  hygiene  aided  by  careful  medi- 
cation can  and  will  do  much. 

The  second  thought  is  regarding  the  method  of  inoculation.  Our 
readers  have  no  doubt  noticed  that  the  hypodermic  syringe  has  been 
the  instrument  used  in  this,  as  in  other  recent  inoculation  experi- 
ments. Vaccination  has  always  been  performed  by  scarification  of 
the  part,  with  subsequent  f-ubbing  in  of  the  virus.  Which  is  the 
best  method?  Which  causes  the  least  discomfort,  and  which  gives 
the  best  chances  of  success  ? 

In  closing  we  advise  our  readers  to  preserve  a  strict  conservatism 
regarding  this  new  cure.  Let  them  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
our  knowledge  of  the  method  shows  that  it  is  radically  different  from 
anything  that  has  ever  before  been  proposed.  Let  us  hope,  how- 
ever, that  all  our  brightest  hopes  may  be  realized,  and  that  the  fell- 
destroyer,  consumption,  will  shortly  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  Surely, 
then,  humanity's  greatest  benefactor  will  be  Robert  Koch. 


DR.  W.  S.  GEE. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Gee,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Hahneraaun 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  and  associate  editor  of  the  Medical 
Advance^  died  on  the  evening  of  November  11th  at  Chicago.  His 
death  was  not  altogether  unexpected.  For  some  time  past  he  has 
been  suffering  from  consumption.  He  sought  relief  by  a  stay  in 
Colorado.  Not  gaining  in  health,  he  returned  home  about  two 
months  ago. 

Dr.  Gee  was  yet  a  young  man.  He  was  born  in  Clinton,  Mo., 
August  6,  1866.  He  came  to  Chicago  in  1879  and  entered  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1881. 
Forgone  year  he  was  house  surgeon  to  the  hospital,  after  which  he 
established  himself  in  practice  at  Hyde  Park.  Since  1885  he  has 
occupied  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Institutes  in  the  Hahne- 
mann College.     He  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children. 


NOTICE, 
Attention  of  subscribers  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  news  items 
for  the  current  year  have  been  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  separated 
from  all  advertising  matter.  In  preparing  the  journal  for  binding, 
they  should  be  thus  separated,  and  bound  either  as  an  appendix  or 
as  an  independent  journal. 
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GLEANINGS. 


GENERAL  MEDICINE. 

CONDUCTED  BY 
8.  LILIENTHAL.  M.D..  E.  M.  GRAMM,  M.D., 

CLARENCE  BARTLETT,  M.D.,  W.  W.  VAN  BAUN,  MJ)., 


Epidemic  Influenza  and  Insanity. — In  stating  his  conclusions  from  a  stud j 
of  cases  reported  from  various  asylums,  Harrington  observes  that  forty-eight  cases 
have  been  recorded  in  which  an  attack  of  insanity  followed  immediately  or  in  a 
short  time  on  an  attack  of  influenza.  In  thirty-one  cases  the  influenza  acted  as  an 
exciting  cause  of  the  insanity,  predisposing  and  other  exciting  causes  being  clearly 
made  out.  In  seventeen  cases  the  influenza  was  the  only  assignable  cause  of 
the  insanity.  The  author  expressed  as  his  opinion  that  if  these  sevent€en  cases 
were  analyzed  thoroughly,  it  would  be  found  that  those  without  predisposing  caones 
would  be  greatly  diminished,  and  that  we  might  readily  appproach  near  a  conclusion 
made  by  Kreplin,  namely,  that  the  influenza  alone  is  not  suflicient  to  occasion  the 
development  of  a  psychosis.  Of  the  total  forty-eight  cases,  sixteen  recovered.  Con- 
sidering that  in  hospitals  the  average  number  of  recoveries  in  new  cases  is  only 
from  fifteen  per  cent  to  twenty  per  cent.,  the  recovery  of  thirty-three  per  cent  of 
these  cases  is  worthy  6f  remark. 

Cases  of  insanity  excited  by  the  influenza  have  shown  a  greater  tendency  to 
prompt  recovery  or  improvement  than  is  usual  in  recent  cases.  In  most  cases  the 
improvement  has  been  coincident  with  the  abatement  of  acute  bodily  symptoms  and 
the  return  to  physical  strength  and  health.  The  cases  studied  could  be  classified 
into  the  following  groups : 

(1)  Cases  of  simple  depression  and  hypochondria.  Many  such  instances  were 
no  doubt  seen  by  those  in  general  practice  during  the  epidemic,  but  in  which  the 
mental  disturbance  did  not  proceed  far  enough  to  demand  hospital  treatment. 

(2)  Cases  in  which  the  emotional  disturbance  was  carried  farther  than  in  the  last 
group,  resulting  in  acute  forms  of  mania  and  melancholia. 

(3)  A  considerable  portion  of  cases  which  developed  on  the  basis  of  bodily 
exhaustion  and  depression  of  the  nerve  forces,  namely :  The  cases  of  delirious 
mania,  febrile  delirium,  and  especially  those  of  acute  confusional  insanity,  which 
seemed  to  be  the  type  towards  which  the  symptoms  in  many  cases  have  inclined. — 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgvxd  Journalj  August  7,  1890. 

The  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis.— Koch's  views  on  the  treatment 
of  phthisis  pulmonalis  have  received  interesting  support  from  the  experience  of  a 
chemist,  Herr  Renter,  made  public  in  April  last  at  a  full  meeting  of  the  Lower 
Austrian  Industrial  Union.  Koch,  it  will  be  remembered,  maintained  at  the  Ber- 
lin Congress,  that  among  the  remedies  capable  of  bringing  the  malady  to  a  stand- 
still, the  salts  of  gold  and  silver  are  of  the  greatest  value,  and  that  among  these 
the  first  place  must  be  given  to  "  cyan-gold."  Renter,  who,  as  director  of  great 
fabriques  of  metallic  wares  at  home  and  abroad,  paid  particular  attention  to  those  in 
which  the  articles  in  question  were  gal vanically  gilded  or  silvered,  observed  that  in 
the  latter  industry  the  employes  who  had  consumptive  or  tubercular  symptoms,  some* 
indeed,  who  sufliered  from  haemoptysis,  found  marked  relief  in  their  work,  and  con- 
tinued to  improve  so  rapidly  that  in  a  few  weeks  their  return  to  health  was  assured. 
The  favorable  impression  made  on  Renter  as  to  the  curative  effects  of  the  gold  and 
silver  industry  on  phthisis,  he  found  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  emphyin  of  every 
age  in  these  establishments — men,  young  and  old,  who  had  the  well-known  symp- 
toms of  pulmonary  consumption,  even  at  an  advanced  stage,  rapidly  getting  well  as 
they  continued  from  week  to  week  at  work.  Further  investigations  strengthened 
that  impression  still  more,  till  he  had  satisfied  himself  that  for  the  disease  m  ques- 
tion a  healing  virtue  resides  in  the  prussic  acid  generated  particularly  in  those 
workshops  where  "  cyan-kalium  "  are  used.  Impr^sed  by  Koch's  views,  the  Med- 
fcal  Association  of  \  ienna  has  since  bestowed  special  consideration  on  Reuter's  ex- 
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perience  embodied  in  the  |>aper  read  before  the  Lower  AnstriaD  Indnstrial  Union 
last  April,  and,  while  admitting  the  confirmation  given  to  those  views  by  Keater,  it 
is  of  tne  opinion  that  the  honor  of  priority  in  discovering  the  efficacy  of  gold  and 
silver  salts  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  belongs  undoubtedly  to  the  latter. 

Pkurigo  as  a  Family  Affection. — Dr.  Sokoloff,  House  Surgeon  to  the  Mos- 
cow Hospitali  records  the  history  of  a  family,  in  which,  of  six  children  (aged  from 
1  to  12),  three  (two  girls  and  one  boy)  were  suffering  from  a  severe  general  prurigo. 
In  each  instance,  the  symptoms  had  first  appeared  about  six  months  after  the  child's 
birth  to  gradually  attain  their  maximum  intensity  about  the  fifth  year  of  the  patient's 
life,  after  which  the  itbhing  as  gradually  decreased.  The  symptoms  were  always 
intensified  during  summer,  and  under  the  influence  of  heat  in  general.  All  the 
three  patients  were  fair  and  fat,  while  those  not  affected  were  of  dark  complexion 
and  lean. — British  Journal  of  Dermaiology,  October,  1890. 

Effects  of  Water-Drinking  on  the  Heart.— Prof.  Eoranyi,  of  Budapest, 
has  published  a  series  of  observations  on  the  effects  upon  the  heart  of  drinking 
water  in  various  quantities  and  of  various  temperatures.  He  found  that  the  action 
on  the  heart  takes  place  very  quickly  aAer  taking  the  water:  cold  water  slowing  the 
heart  and  generally  raising  the  blood  pressure,  while  hot  water  quickens  the  heart 
and  always  raises  the  blood  pressure.  In  one  case,  thirty  seconds  after  drinking 
water  at  89°  F.,  the  blood  pressure  rose  15  mm.;  it  then  began  to  fall  until,  in 
seventeen  minutes,  it  was  17  mm.  below  the  normal;  it  then  began  to  rise  again, 
regained  its  original  height  in  twenty  minutes.  Tepid  water  appeared  to  lower 
the  blood  pressure.  The  colder  or  hotter  the  water  the  more  the  rapidity  of  the 
heart's  beats  and  the  blood  pressure  were  afiected,  and  the  longer  the  efiects  lasted. 
—The  Lancet. 

Professor  Koch  and  the  Tubercle  Bactllijs.-— Prof.  Koch's  experiments 
form  the  chief  subject  of  conversation  and  conjecture  in  Berlin  medical  circles. 
Absolute  secresy  is  still  maintained  as  to  the  remedy  itself,  but  several  facts  are 
known  that  help  to  give  an  idea  as  to  its  nature.  The  remedy  is  no  drug  that  can  be 
bought  at  the  chemist's ;  it  is  obtained  by  a  process  similar  to  that  by  which  vaccina- 
tion Iprmph  is  got.  By  means  of  this  substance  the  development  of  the  tubercle 
bacilli  in  the  animal  organism  is  arrested,  while  a  peculiar  mode  of  treatment 
renders  the  body  safe  asainst  fresh  invasions  of  the  bacillus.  The  first  experiments 
on  animals  were  carried  on  by  Prof.  Koch  in  his  own  laboratory.  His  assistants 
knew  nothing  of  the  nature  of  these  experiments,  but  they  observed  that  the  animals 
under  the  professor's  treatment  remained  alive  and  welt,  while  other  animals— like- 
wise under  his  observation,  but  not  treated — sickened  and  died.  The  professor's 
son-in-law,  Stabsarzt  Pfiihl,  then  began  hospital  experiments  at  the  Charity  under 
Koch's  own  supervision.  When  it  became  known  that  these  experiments  were  to 
be  transferred  to  another  hospital,  people  shook  their  heads  and  thought  the  sign 
anything  but  hopeful.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  the  removal  took  place  because 
Koch  required  more  absolute  seclusion  for  his  experiments  that  he  could  find  at  the 
Charity.  At  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Gesellschaft  fQr  innere  Medicin  Prof. 
Leydeu  read  a  paper  on  hospital  arrangements,  in  the  course  of  which  he  mentioned 
Koch's  experiments  as  having  been  crowned  with  the  fullest  success.  It  is  hoped 
that  before  many  weeks  go  by,  the  publication  so  eagerly  looked  forward  to  will 
be  made.  Dr.  von  £sraarch,  Koch's  assistant,  will  for  this  half  year  give  the  coune 
of  lectures  on  hygiene,  thus  leaving  Koch  free  to  give  his  whole  time  to  his  experi- 
ments.— The  Brit.  Med.  Jour. 

Urgent  Dyspncea  in  an  Infant  Aged  One  Year  ;  Occurring  Suddenly 
AND  Terminating  Fatally  Within  an  Hour  and  a  Half  ;  Due  to  a 
Caseous  Gland  which  had  Ulcerated  its  Way  into  the  Trachea.— 
Mr.  R.  W  Parker  recently  called  the  attention  of  the  Clinical  Society  of  London, 
to  the  case  of  an  infant  in  arms,  previously  in  excellent  health.  The  mother  was  in 
a  butcher's  shop  buying.  Suddenly,  and  without  previous  warning,  the  baby  was 
seised  with  urgent  dyspnoea.  The  mother  ran  off  \o  the  nearest  doctor,  who,  rec- 
ognizinff  the  urgency  of  the  case,  sent  it  to  the  East  Condon  Children's 
Hospital.  On  its  admission,  the  serious  nature  of  the  case  was  explained  to  the 
mother,  and  tracheotomy  was  urged.  The  mother  wonld  not  consent  until  she  had 
consulted  her  husband  ;  while  gone  the  urgency  became  so  great  that  tracheotomy 
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was  performed  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of  the  parents.  Temporary  relief 
was  aiforded,  but  the  foreign  body  which  was  supposed  to  have  caused  the  trouble 
could  not  be  found.  The  child  died  within  one  hour  and  a  half  after  the  attack. 
At  the  post-mortem  examination  a  caseous  gland  which  had  ulcerated  its  waj  into 
the  trachea,  was  found  just  above  the  bifucation  occluding  oner  bronchus  entireljr. 
There  had  been  no  symptoms  to  call  attention  to  such  a  condition. 

Lactose  as  a  Diuretic  in  Heart  Disease.  {Jottrnal  de  Medicine  de  Pari^) — 
Patients  who  are  suffering  from  cardiac  dropsy  are  generally  submitted  to  milk  diet, 
and  often  take  no  other  nourishment ;  in  order,  however,  to  derive  from  milk  the 
needful  quantity  of  albuminoid,  it  is  necessary  to  take  as  much  as  five  litres.  Five 
litres  contain  about  250  grammes  of  sugar  of  milk,  and  some  portion  of  this  sugar 
is  eliminated  by  the  urine ;  there  is  glycosuria.  AH  patients  are  not  able  to  ouo- 
sume  so  consiaerable  a  quantity  of  milk.  Amon^^t  the  constituent  elements  of 
milk,  sugar  alone  possesses,  in  any  marked  degree,  diuretic  properties.  Several 
medical  authorities,  including  Dr.  Germain  8ee,  advise  that  patients  suffering 
irom  cardiac  dropsy  should  be  given  daily  100  grammes  of  lacto«ie  dienolved  in  two 
litres  of  water.  This  treatment  does  not  succeed  when  the  dropsy  is  of  renal 
origin,  and  only  fails  in  cardiac  dropsy  when  it  is  complicated  by  firight's  disease. 
Patients  bear  this  treatment  all  the  belter  because  they  can  take  concurrently  with 
it  any  nourishment  they  like.  The  treatment  must  be  continued  from  eight  to  tea 
days  i  it  must  then  be  suspended  and  again  resumed.  The  solution  of  lactose  may  be 
rendered  more  appetizing  by  the  addition  of  peppermint  water  or  brandy.  Glyoose 
possesses  the  same  diuretic  action,  but  lactose  is  to  be  preferred  because  it  under- 
goes more  rapid  transformation  in  the  system. — The  Provindai  Med.  Jour,,  Xovem* 
ber,  1890. 

Influence  of  the  Ingesttion  of  Albuminates  on  Healthy  and  Dis- 
eased Kenal  Function  in  Man  and  Animals.— Opinions  on  this  subject  from 
high  authorities  difliar ;  while  some  favor  an  albuminous  diet  in  renal  aflectionsand 
consider  it  the  best  means  of  improving  nutrition,  others  affirm  that  food  of  this  char- 
acter irritates  the  affected  kidney,  increases  albuminuria  and  renal  insufficiency,  and 
when  carried  to  extremes,  it  may  even  produce  a  transitory  albuminuriA  in  |iersons 
with  healthy  kidneys.  Prior  undertook  a  long  series  of  experiments  to  solve  that 
question.  He  found  that  the  coagulated  white  of  eg/;,  even  when  taken  in  excess, 
either  alone  or  with  other  food,  dues  not  cause  albuminuria  nor  any  renal  irritation, 
thus  di tiering  entirely  from  the  raw  white  of  egg.  Healthy  persons  may  take  the 
latter  with  impunity,  but  nephritics,  even  when  they  take  it  with  other  food,  in- 
crease their  albuminuria  and  kindle  up  afresh  their  renal  affection.  When  taken 
exclusively  it  may  cause  albuminuria  even  in  healthy  persons.  Differentiation  by 
individualization  is  of  the  uiiuost  importance.  In  scarlatinous  nephritis  a 
nitrogenous  alimentation  causes  retention  of  urea  in  the  organism,  without  ap- 
preciable modification  of  the  arterial  pressure*  Satumial  nephritis  stands  well  an 
albuminous  alimentation,  even  large  quantities  of  whites  of  c^gs,  but  when  ex- 
clusively taken  for  several  days  such  diet  increases  the  albuminuria  and  arterial 
tension  considerably.  In  the  atrophic  kidney  a  mixed  alimentation,  stronffly 
azotic  (hence  raw  eggs  taken  exclusively)  may  increase  the  albuminuria  and  de- 
crease at  the  same  time  the  excretion  of  water,  of  urea  and  of  water  in  the  nrine, 
while  arterial  pressure  rises.  Patients  with  chronic  parenchymatous  nephritis 
bear  without  inconvenience  food  rich  in  albumin,  but  raw  eggs  alone  may  produce 
renal  insufficiency  and  increased  arterial  pressure.  In  interstitial  nephritif^,  azotic 
ailments  are  not  only  well  borne,  but  may  give  a  considerable  improvement,  mani- 
festing itself  by  diminished  albuminuria  and  increased  energy  of  the  heart.  A 
dozen  boiled  eggs  may  even  take  the  place  of  meat,  but  an  exclusive  egg  diet  is 
never  advisable.  After  all,  raw  egg  and  too  much  azotic  food  ought  to  be  banished 
from  the  diet  of  nephritic  patients  and  still  we  must  not  neglect  to  parUcularize 
every  case. 

In  the  presence  of  any  renal  affection  we  must  try  the  reaction  of  the  patient 
and  give  such  food  as  represents  a  moderate  quantity  of  azotic  food  and  then  find 
out  in  which  part  of  the  Kidney  the  lesion  prevails.  When  the  epithelium  of  the 
Malpighian  glomerule  is  affected,  we  will  see  a  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  urine 
and  of  the  urinary  salts,  though  the  excretion  of  urea  may  be  more  or  less  sufficient 
Here  azotic  food,  meat,  milk,  well-cooked,  and  soft  boiled  eggs,  can  be  allowed. 
Neither  too  much  milk  nor  too  much  water  ought  to  be  taken,  for  we  ought  to  husband 
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the  epithelium,  whose  function  consists  efipecially  in  the  excretion  of  the  water. 
When,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  to.deal  with  a  retention  of  urea  the  food  roust  be 
relatively  poor  in  nitroffenous  elements  and  the  milk  diet  finds  then  one  of  its  most 
rational  indications. — ^maine  Mid^  44,  1890. 

Origin  op  Herpes  Zoster.— M.  Ffer^,  in  the  Rwue  de  MH.j  reports  four  cases 
of  herpes  zoster,  which  occurred  nearly  contemporaneously  among  his  150  epileptic 
patients  at  the  Bicetre.  The  first  was  a  young  man  of  nineteim,  who  had  hud  a  few 
violent  epileptic  attacks  without  any  unilateral  symptoms.  The  herpes  W4U  confined 
to  the  left  side  of  the  thorax  and  the  left  side  of  the  face,  and  along  with  it  he  had 
some  spasms  of  the  left  corner  of  the  mouth,  illusory  impressions  of  persons  approach- 
ing him  from  the  left  side,  and  some  contractions  and  slu^rgishness  of  the  left  pupil. 
The  left  side  of  the  tongue  also  was  much  more  thickly  furred  than  the  righL  The 
temperature  ran  up  to  107^  F.  at  first,  but  all  the  morbid  symptoms  gradually  sub- 
sided in  a  week.  In  the  three  other  cases,  in  middle-aged  men,  the  most  prominent 
symptom  was  severe  pain,  with  tenderness  on  pressure,  down  the  npinal  column.  M. 
r^r^  is  led  to  conclude  from  these  and  similar  observations  that  the  most  probable 
cause  of  the  herpetic  eruption  is  a  slight  epidemic  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  which 
may  be  widespread,  but  perhaps  only  of  sufiicient  irritative  power  to  causeahe  herpes 
at  the  root  of  one  or  two  nerves.  8uch  a  pathological  condition  would  not  be  sur- 
prising in  infectious  diseases,  for  in  them  some  forms  of  meningitis  are  not  rare. — 
The  Proclitioner,  October,  189U. 

Good  Effect  of  Iron  and  Digitalis  in  Heart  Di8EARE.--Dr.  Arthur 
Fox  welt  reports  a  case  of  adherent  pericardium ;  mitral  and  tricuspid  incompetence, 
orthopnoea,  ascites  and  general  anasarca,  ^reat congestion  of  the  liver,  greatly  bene- 
fited by  the  use  of  iron  and  digitalis,  combined  with  a  milk  diet  and  rest  in  bed.  The 
patient,  a  soldier,  54,  was  a  large,  robust-looking  man,  with  evident  orthopncea  and 
cyanosis  of  nose  and  lipt4  lasting  tor  months.  The  liver  reach  to  one  inch  above  the 
umbilicus  and  the  edges  felt  hard,  rounded  and  granular.  The  lungs  presented 
wheezy  r&les  and  rhonchi.  Cough  troublesome,  and  the  expectoration  scanty.  Ex- 
piration prolonged  and  harsh  over  the  upper  part  of  the  chest.  The  heart's  im- 
pulse was  diffused  and  could  not  be  located  by  palpation.  Auscultation  showed  the 
apex  to  be  one  inch  below  and  half  an  inch  external  to  the  nipple,  beneath  the  sixth 
nb.  Superficial  dulness  extended  one  inch  to  the  right  of  the  edge  of  sternum.  An 
indistinct  systolic  murmur  was  heard  at  the  apex  and  over  the  centre  of  the  prse- 
cordiuni ;  it  was  not  conducted  into  the  axilla.  The  pulmonary  second  sound  was 
accentuated.  Under  treatment  two  systolic  murniui'S  were  develoi>ed.  The  urine 
presented  a  trace  of  albumin  and  blood.  (Sp  gr.  1 025,  varying  in  quantity  from  6  to 
10  ounces.  Under  the  continued  use  of  the  treatment  the  heart  steadily  improved, 
the  he|mtio  enlargement  rapidly  subsided,  and  the  urine  rapidly  increased  to  40  or  50 
ounces,  and  the  patient  was  able  to  resume  his  occupation. — The  Birmingham  Medi- 
cal Review,  October,  1890. 

The  Blue  (Edema  of  Hysteria.— Sydenham  long  ago  called  attention  to  this 
subject,  when  he  niiid  hvbteria  attacks  also  the  external  parts  as  well  as  the  internal 
ones,  and  pain  and  swelling  are  found  in  the  extremities.  We  meet  two  symptoms 
in  the  swellingH  of  dropsical  patients,  namely,  that  they  are  greater  in  the  evening 
and  a  strong  pressure  causes  an  indentation  in  the  skin.  On  the  contrary,  the 
hysterical  swelling  is  womt  in  the  morning,  and  pressure  never  leaves  any  mark. 
The  swelling  attacks  mostiv  one  leg  only,  which  is  hardly  ever  the  case  in  the 
white  drc)|)sicul  oedema.  In  hysterical  oedema  the  temperature  is  also  lowered 
several  degrees,  and  it  shows  a  bluish  coloring  of  the  skin.  Some  authors  call  it  a 
neuropathic  oedema,  because  it  is  sometimes  combined  with  alterations  of  sensibility 
(ansesthesia  or  hyperiestheria),  with  motor  troubles  (paralysis  and  contractures). 
It  alwa\s  nieds  a  thorough  examination  to  difierentiate  this  blue  oedema  of  hysteria 
from  other  nervous  disoi^ers,  as  syringomyelia  or  Raynaud's  disease.  The  absence 
of  fever  Khows  that  it  is  not  of  intlammatory  origin.  Alone  and  by  itself  such  a 
blue  oedema  would  not  give  a  therapeutic  indication;  tonics,  massage  and  hydro- 
therapia,  and  especially  hypnotic  suggestion  are  used  with  benefit  in  the  Salp^triere. 
—Prof.  Charcot,  in  l^rogrhi  Med.,  41,  lft90. 

(What  else  doeb  tills  ulue  lini  me.in  but  a  languid  circulation,  a  venous  stagna- 
tion, and  involuntarily  we  think  of  Pulsatilla,  with  its  deficiency  of  red-blood  cor- 
puscles and  its  languid  pituitous  state  all  through  the  system,  or  of  the  salts  of 
magnesia,  of  sepia  and  sulphur,  and  when  we  give  them  in  a  high  potency  and  with 
great  assurance,  the  psychic  influence  will  aid  us  in  doing  won  ders. — S.  L.) 
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GYNAECOLOGY  AND  OBSTETRICS. 

CONDUCTED  BY 

GEO.  R.  SOUTHWICK,  M.D..  AND  E.  W.  MERCER,  M.D. 


Pregnancy  in  Both  Uteri  in  Duplicity  op  the  Genitals. — Dr.  Althen 
reports  a  very  rare  instance  of  double  uterus  and  double  vagina,  in  which  pregnancy 
in  each  uterus  occurred  at  about  the  same  time.  Abortion  took  place  spontaneooslj 
at  about  the  eighteenth  iteek.—Ceniralblattfur  Oyndkoiogie,  No.  40, 1890. 

The  Treatment  of  Endometritis. — There  has  been  recently  considerable  dis- 
cussion in  France  for  and  against  the  use  of  the  curette.  P.  Reynier  has  abandoned 
the  use  of  the  sharp  spoon  and  concentrated  solutions  of  chloride  of  zinc,  after  an 
unsatisfactory  trial  of  them.  He  now  employs  the  ordinary  curette  and  follows  it 
by  cauterization  with  a  5-10  per  cent,  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc  or  kreosole,  or  a 
10  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid.  Concentrated  solutions  of  chloride  of  zinc 
may  produce  serious  injury  and  atresia  of  the  cervix  uteri. — Gaz,  de»  HopUauij  No. 
39, 1890. 

The  Treatment  of  Rupture  op  the  Uterus. — Prof.  Leopold  advises  delivery 
through  the  natural  channel  only  when  the  presenting  part  has  entered  the  true 
pelvis.  Mutilating  operations  are  preferable  to  the  use  of  the  forceps.  Laparotomy 
IS  necessary  if  the  child  has  escaped  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  rupture  t>hould 
not  be  increased  by  efforts  at  delivery.  The  treatment  of  the  rupture  depends  oo 
the  degree  of  heemorrhage.  If  there  is  but  little  internal  or  external  bleeding  the 
edges  of  the  wound  are  approximated  by  drawing  down  the  uterus  with  voWllum 
forceps,  introducing  iodoform  gauze  to  the  fundus  uteri,  making  a  thick  pad  in  the 
uterine  cavity  behind  the  laceration  and  by  means  of  a  large  pad  on  the  abdomen 
and  a  firm  binder,  force  the  uterus  into  anteflexion.  If  the  haemorrhage  from  the 
vagina  can  not  be  controlled,  or  there  are  signs  of  internal  hemorrhage,  laparotomy 
is  imperative,  the  bleeding  places  must  be  ligated  and  the  edges  of  the  rent  be 
brought  into  apposition.  Hpecial  pains  should  be  taken  to  compress  the  efi'usions 
of  blood  beneath  the  peritoneum  by  Ktrip  of  iodoform  gauze,  the  ends  of  which  can 
be  brought  out  in  the  lower  end  of  the  atxiominal  wound.  At  the  same  time  a  simi- 
lar tampon  should  be  placed  in  the  uterus  and  vagina.  Leopold  also  believes  that 
laparotomy  is  indicated  if  the  patient  has  been  delivered  through  the  natural  chan- 
nel, has  had  the  tampon  inserted,  and  still  continues  to  bleed  from  theuteraa.  If 
the  uterus  is  considerably  inflamed,  or  if  haemorrhage  cannot  be  arrested  other- 
wise, it  is  best  to  remove  the  uterus  by  Porro's  method. — CetUralblaU  fur  Oyndkologief 
No.  40, 1890. 

The  Influence  of  Dress  in  Producing  Movable  Kidney  in  Women.— F. 
von  Kordnyi  concludes  from  results  of  clinical  observation  and  the  study  of  statis- 
tics, that  wearing  high  heeled  shoes  and  heavy  clothes  about  the  waist  are  impor- 
tant factors  in  causing  movable  kidney.  The  effect  on  the  position  of  the  body  and 
the  relaxation  of  the  peritonaeum  is  too  obvious  to  require  further  explanatioa — 
QmtrcUblaUfur  Gyndk.,  No.  41,  1890, 

Massage  in  Gynecology. — Ziegenspeck  has  published  an  excellent  account  of 
it  in  the  ^ammlung  Klinischer  Vortrdge,  No.  363-54.  The  chief  thing  aimed  at 
in  all  displacements  of  the  uterus  and  in  pelvic  inflammation,  is  to  restore  the  mo- 
bility of  the  uterus.  Dr.  Prochownik,  of  Hamburg,  has  also  written  this  year  a 
small  work  on  the  same  subject  which  shows  much  originality. 

Treatment  of  Stump  After  Myomotomy.— Dr.Kocker  of  Berne,  inserts  a  num- 
ber of  fine  silk  ligatures  around  the  stump  just  above  the  ligatures  on  the  sper- 
matic arteries.  These  ligatures  are  drawn  tight  and  tied  after  the  myoma  is 
removed.  They  do  not  interfere  with  the  healing  of  the  fla^is  and  aflbrd  an  addi- 
tional safeguard  against  haemorrhage.  —  Cen/»*a^^tt/ur  Gynakohgie,  No.  41,  1890. 

Internal  Treatment  of  FibroidTumors  of  the  Uterus. — It  may  intenst  the 
readers  of  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly  to  hear  that  an  eminent  French  gynecolo- 
gist, Lucas  Championnidre,  has  found  that  sabina  is  a  very  helpful  remedy  for  the 
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hsmorrhaffe  and  pain  accompanying  these  tumors.    He  uses  half  a  centigramme 
each  morning  for  tliree  weeks  in  each  month. — CentrtUblatt  far  Gynakologie,  41,1890. 

Trendelenbubq's  Position  For  Lapaiiotomy.— Prof.  Leopard  of  Dresden, 
has  adopted  this  position  for  his  operations  ahd  highly  commends  it,  especially 
for  difficult  salpingotomies  and  adhesions  deep  in  the  pelvis.  The  intestines  gravi- 
tate away  from  the  pelvis,  permitting  an  excellent  view  of  the  field  of  operation. — 
Otntralblaii  fur  Oynakologie,  No.  42,  1890. 

.  Drainage  After  Laparotomy. — At  Sanger's  clinic  in  Leipzig,  aseptic  bent 
class  drainage-tabes  are  used  with  very  tine  openings  on  the  sides.  Small  stripe  of 
iodoform  ganze  are  loosely  introduced  a  little  more  than  half-way  down  the  drain- 
age-tube, which  empty  the  tube  by  capillary  attraction.  The  wound  is  dressed  with 
iMloform  gauze  and  wood  wool.  The  tube  is  usually  removed  on  the  third  day. — 
OerUrcUblaUfur  Qyndkologie,  41, 1890. 

The  Induction  of  Abortion  by  an  Electric  Dry  Cup.— Dr.  H.  W. 
Freund  in  Strassburg,  proposed  to  excite  labor  pains  by  closures  of  the  galvanic 
current  through  a  so  called  dry  cup  on  the  nipple  connected  with  the  negative  pole 
and  a  flat  electrode  positive  i)ole,  on  the  abdomen  over  the  fundus  uteri.  Dr.  A.  A. 
Amann,  Jr.,  experimented  with  the  electricity  in  this  manner,  using  seven  to  twenty- 
six  milliamp^res.  He  easily  provoked  uterine  contractions,  but  was  unable  to  in- 
duce premature  labor  at  eight  months  pregnancy  in  two  cases  as  well  as  in  a  third 
case  in  which  the  period  of  pregnancy  is  not  stated.  He  found  the  method  of 
some  value  in  delayed  labor  due  to  weak  contractions  of  the  uterus. — CaUralblaU 
fur  GyndkoloffU,  No.  43, 1890. 

The  Differentiation  of  Gonococci. — Steinschneider  has  written  an  ex- 
cellent article  on  the  subject  and  recommends  the  following  process  for  diagnosis : 
The  preparation  on  the  object  glass  remains  twenty-five  or  thirty  minutes  in  anil  in- 

fentian-violet,  is  washed  and  placed  five  minutes  in  a  solution  of  iodide  of  potash, 
t  then  soaks  in  alcohol  till  the  color  is  removed.  It  is  now  washed  and  dried  and 
again  colored  with  Bismarck  brown  or  Loffler's  methyline  blue.  It  must  not  be 
more  than  a  few  seconds  in  the  latter  solution.  Preparations  treated  in  this  manner 
will  show  the  gonococci  in  a  light  tone  of  color  while  the  other  diplococci  remain 
colored  very  dark  or  black.— C5?n/ra/6/att/Kr  GynoJto/o^te,  p.  769, 43,  1890. 

Anomalies  of  Mammary  Secretion.— Prof.  Landau  reports  three  cases  of 
anomalous  mammary  secretion.  Case  1  showed  that  the  absence  of  the  ovaries  does 
not  prevent  lacteal  secretion.  A  young  and  robust  woman,  who  had  never  been 
connned  nor  aborted,  had  castration  performed  on  account  of  dermoid  cysts  of  the 
ovaries.  £iffhteen  months  after  the  operation  she  felt  stitches  in  her  hreasL^  and  soon 
afterward  they  commenced  to  secrete  a  considerable  amount  of  milk.  Case  2. — A 
woman  of  24  years  complained  that  her  babe  of  six  weeks,  only  nursed  from  her 
right  breast  and  refused  to  nurse  from  her  left  one.  Both  glands  were  well  formed 
and  discharged  plenty  of  milk,  but  while  the  milk  of  the  right  breast  had  its  natural 
sweetness,  that  of  the  left  had  a  decidedlv  salty  taste.  Under  the  microscope  no 
difference  could  be  detected  in  the  milk'of  either  breast.  Case  3  was  one  of  dis- 
charge of  blood  from  the  mamma,  coinciding  more  or  less  with  menstruation.  In 
fact  it  might  be  considered  a  vicarious  menstruation.  The  woman  was  46  years 
old.  Under  the  microscope  the  milk  showed  many  red  blood-globules,  corpuscles 
of  colostrum,  fat  drops  and  lymphoid  cells;  no  epithelial  cells,  nor  crysUls.  Chemi- 
cally the  fluid  showed  a  neutral  reaction  and  contained  albumin,  fat  and  lactose, 
demonstrating  a  mixture  of  milk  and  of  red  blood -globules.  Examination  revealed 
a  slight  retroflexion  of  the  uterus  which  was  mobile;  all  th«  other  genital  organs 
were  perfectly  sound.  A  bandage  was  applied  over  the  breast,  and  when  this  was 
removed  after  three  days,  all  discharge  had  stopped,  and  did  not  return,  nor  did 
she  show  any  swelling  in  the  breast. — Deut.  Mea.  WocKenachrifi, 

Carcinomi  Uteri  Prolapsi.— So  far  as  is  known  there  are  only  four  cases 
published.  The  extreme  rarity  of  it  rather  op|)ose8  the  theory  of  local  irritation 
of  a  lacerated  cervix  producing  epithelioma,  as  the  prolapsed  uterus  is  especially 
exposed  to  local  irritation.  The  patient  was  eighty-one  years  of  age,  had  never 
borne  a  child,  and  had  a  total  prolapse  of  the  uterus  for  twenty  years.  Ullman  suc- 
cessfully performed  total  extirpation  of  the  uterus. — CentrcUblaU  fur  Gyndkologie, 
No.  43,  1890. 
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IcHTHYOL  FOR  DISEASES  OF  WoMBN. — Dr.  H.  W.  Freuiid  recommeodi 
ichthyol  as  an  excellent  remedy  which  has  marked  soothing  and  absorbing  prop- 
erties for  all  local  inflammations.  He  has  had  remarkable  success  with  it  for 
chronic  parametritis,  chronic  and  sub^acute  perimetritis  with  exudations,  adhesions 
or  cicatrices ;  inflammations  of  the*  tubes  and  ovaries;  erosions  of  the  cervix  and 
pruritus  of  the  external  genitals. 

He  employs  the  remedy  externally  and  internally ;  for  the  latter  purpose;,  he 
gives  0.1  gm* three  times  a  day  at  first  and  later  in  doubled  doses.  For  external 
use  he  combines  it  with  glycerine  (ammon.  sulpho.-ichthyol.  5.0,  glycerine  100.0) 
and  applies  it  on  cotton  tampons  for  the  vagina.  For  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
absorption  he  employs  a  salve  (lanolin  equal  parts)  or  as  a  soap  (ammon.  sulpho- 
ichthyol-  8.0  sapon.  virid,  80.0)  rubbed  6n  the  abdominal  walls  or  as  a  suppository 
(0.05-0.2  with  butyr.  cacao)  introduced  into  the  rectum.  For  erosions  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  he  paints  on  the  pure  ichthyol.  For  pruritus,  he  uses  the  salve  mentioned 
above  or  a  ten  per  cent,  watery  solution  painted  on  the  surface. — Sckmidft 
Jahrbucher,  Bd.  228,  No.  10,  1890. 

The  Treatment  of  Placenta  PRiBViA. — Braxton  Hicks  condemns  the 
vaginal  tampon.  He  recommends  in  marginal  placenta  prsevia  and  complete  dila- 
tation of  the  cervix,  rupture  of  the  membranes  and  if  the  head  does  not  descend  in 
spite  of  pains,  the  application  of  the  forceps  or  version.  If  the  os  uteri  is  small, 
he  recommends  careful  separation  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  at  one  side  with 
the  index  finger  and  if  the  orifice  does  not  dilate,  the  use  of  Barnes's  rubber  dila-^ 
tors.  The  best  treatment  of  all  is  always  version  by  internal  and  external  manipu- 
lation.— J.  Braxton  Hicks,  SchmidCa  Jahrbueker,  No.  10,  1890. 

Prof.  Th.  Wyder  on  the  ^eatffi^fU  o/Tp^c^ntaprcena  writes  in  a  similar  manner. 
He  believes  that  the  tampon  is  uncertain  in  arresting  haemorrhage,  is  often  the  carrier 
of  infection  and  that  the  use  of  the  tampon  followed  by  version  when  the  .cervix  is 
sufficiently  dilated  causes  great  loss  of  time.  Version  is  his  remedy  par  exceUenee. 
Combined'  version  if  pains  and  haemorrhage  are  present  and  the  cervix  not  suffi- 
ciently dilated  for  internal  version.  If  a  segment  of  the  head  has  already  entered 
the  pelvis  and  the  pains  are  good  and  strong,  rupture  of  the  membranes  often 
suffices  for  marginal  or  lateral  placenta  previa. — Schmidt*9  JahrbueheTf  No.  10,  1890. 

Death  Due  to  the  Simple  Irritation  of  the  Cervical  Canal  of  the 
Uterus.— M.  Vibert  {Progris  Midicalf  Paris), — A  young  woman  was  brought 
into  the  hospital  and  was  found  to  be  dead  on  admission.  At  the  autopsy,  nothing 
abnormal  could  be  discovered, no  sign  of  violence  and  all  the  organs  seamed  healthy. 
The  external  and  internal  genitalia  were  uninjured,  the  uterus  contained  a  fcetus 
of  about  four  months'  erowth,  and  there  was  no  indication  of  commencing  labor. 
But  it  came  out  in  evidence  that  the  woman  had  been  the  victim  of  repeated 
attempts  to  procure  abortion,  and  that  the  operator,  a  midwife,  had  at  length 
passed  the  jet  of  an  ordinary  enema  syringe  within  the  cervix,  but  before  she 
could  inject  any  fluid,  the  woman  fainted  and  never  recovered  consciousness,  dying 
a  few  minutes  afterwards.  M.  Leblond,  commenting  on  the  case,  remarked  that 
catheterism  of  the  uterus  often  produced  severe  reflex  disturbance  with  a  tendency 
to  syncope. — The  Prov,  Med,  Jowr,^  November,  1890. 

Decapitation  by  a  Cord  for  Impacted  Transverse  Presentation.— 
Dr.  E.W.  Branch  reports  a  case  of  impacted  transverse  presentation  in  which  it  was 
evident  that  the  only  resource  was  decapitation.  Not  having  any  instruments  for  the 
pnr|X)8e  with  him,  he  was  obliged  to  resort  in  his  emergency  to  the  use  of  thick 
twine.  The  patient  was  thoroughly  anaesthetized.  He  then  groped  for  and  found 
the  child's  neck ;  and  tyin^  one  end  of  the  cord  loosely  around  the  third  finger  of 
his  left  hand,  he  pushed  it  up  with  the  cord  trailing  along  the  palm,  until  he  got 
his  finger  well  around  the  neck.  He  then  CTadually  slipp<^  the  end  of  the  cord 
ofl*  his  finger,  and  worked  it  around  the  neck  until  he  could  seize  and  pull  it  down, 
enclosing  the  neck  in  a  loop,  both  ends  being  out  of  the  vagina.  He  then  inserted 
a  Sims'  speculum  to  save  the  vagina,  and  seizing  one  end  of  the  cord  in  either 
hand,  he  sawed  away.  Decapitation  was  accomplbhed  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time.  In  the  discussion  following  the  report  of  Dr.  Branch's  case,  Prof. 
A.  R.  Simpson  spoke  approvingly  of  the  device  employed,  which  was  really  a 
modification  of  Pajot's  decapitator.  In  the  case  reported,  the  neck  was  driven 
down  so  far  as  to  require  no  special  instrument  for  the  placing  of  the  cord  about 
the  child's  neck.— Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  October,  1890. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY,  OTOLOGY  AND   LARYNGOLOGY, 

CONDUCTED  BY 
CHAS.  M.  THOMAS.  M.D. 


The  Bemoval  of  Foreign  Bodies  from  the  Nose.— S.  Johngon  Taylor, 
M.D.y  describes  a  method  of  removing  foreign  bodies  from  the  noee.  It  consists  in 
.introducing  the  nozzle  of  an  India-rubber  bag  full  of  air  into  the  nostril  which  does 
not  contain  the  foreign  body.  The  nozzle  should  well  6t  the  nostril,  and  can  easily 
be  made  to  do  so  by  closing  any  remaining  chink  with  the  left  forefinger  and  thumb, 
just  as  is  done  when  administering  a  Politzer's  inflation.  The  nostril  containing 
the  foreign  body  is  left  patent.  Then  the  patient,  if  old  enough  to  understand,  is 
made  to  take  a  sip  of  water,  and  during  the  act  of  swallowing  the  air  is  forcibly 
expressed  from  the  bag,  and  as  the  communication  between  the  nose  and  pharynx 
is  shut  off,  the  air  returns  by  the  other  nostril,  and  forces  olit  the  foreign  body.  In 
the  case  of  a  very  young  child  the  bag  is  squeezed  whilst  the  child  is  crying,  during 
which  the  nasal  and  oraUcavities  are  shut  off  from  one  another.  He  has  just  era- 
plowed  this  method  in  the  case  of  a  child  aged  three  years,  with  a  large  round,  smooth 
white  bead,  larger  than  a  good-sized  pea,  in  the  left  nostril.  Gentle  but  unsuccessful 
efforts  had  been  made  to  remove  it.  The  parts  were  very  small,  swollen,  and  tender, 
with  a  little  blood-stained  discharge,  and  it  looked  like  a  case  for  chloroform  and  a 
troublesome  manipulation  with  scoops,  forceps,  or  wire  snares.  The  above  method 
was  tried,  with  the  most  satisfactory  results,  the  bead  being  forced  out  at  the  first 
attempt.— TA«  Lancet,  November  8, 1890. 

Boric-acid  Massage  in  Diseases  of  the  Conjunctiva.— In  the  treatment  of 
granulac  and  follicular  ophthalmia  and  similar  conditions,  Dr.  W.  M.  Beaumont 
{Lancetf  October  18,  1890),  recommends  rubbing  the  conjunctiva  with  finely  pul- 
verized boric  acid.  The  method  is  carried  out  as  follows:  First,  the  upper  lid  is 
everted  in  the  usual  way,  and  the  boric  acid  is  thickly  sprinkled  on  the  palpebral 
conjunctiva.  The  powder  is  then  rubbed  into  the  conjunctiva  with  the  end  of  the 
Index  finger  for  five  or  ten  seconds,  after  which  the  remaining  boric  acid  may  be 
washed  away  with  a  soft  brush  dipped  in  'Mead  lotion',''  or  if  there  is  not  much 
discomfort  it  may  be  allowed  to  remain.  The  lower  lid  is  then  treated  in  the  same 
manner.  In  some  cases  the  first  few  applications  cause  pain,  but  after  one  or  two 
applications  tolerance  is  established.  In  the  earlier  applications  pain  may  he  pre- 
vented by  instilling  cocaine  solution.  The  procedure  may  be  repeated  on  succeed- 
ing or  on  alternate  days.  The  condition  of  the  conjunctiva  after  two  or  three  appli- 
cations is  that  of  healthy  reaction.  Dr.  Beaumont  then  reports  three  cases  of 
trachoma  in  which  this  method  of  treatment  gave  excellent  results. 

The  Relation  of  Naso- Pharyngeal  Disease  to  Catarrh  of  the  Middle 
Ear. — At  the  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Khinological  Association, 
held  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  October,  1890.  Dr.  Emmett  Welsh,  of  Grand  Kapids, 
Michigan,  called  attention  to  the  intimate  and  inseparable  relationship  existing 
between  naso-pharyngeal  disease  and  catarrh  of  the  middle  ears.  He  reminded  the 
members  of  the  Association  that  repeated  attacks  of  sub-acute  otitis  are  often  directly 
referable  to  some  mechanical  obstruction  or  inflammatory  condition  of  the  naso- 
pharynx, and  that  the  latter  condition— the  cause — should  be  treated.  This  is  best 
illustrated  by  children  who  suffer  from  recurrent  attacks  of  otitis  media;  when  the 
membrana  tympani  is  found  inflamed,  the  child  breathes  with  difficulty  and  chiefly 
through  the  mouth,  and  an  adenomatous  growth  is  discovered  in  the  vault  of  the 
pharynx. 

A  spur  upon  the  septum  may  excite  tinnitus  aurium,.  when,  of  course,  treatment 
of  the  ear  alone  would  be  useless. 

Administration  of  Morphine  by  the  Nostrils. — At  the  same  session  of  the 
above  association.  Dr.  Carl  li.  von  Klein,  of  Dayton,.  Ohio,,  read  a  paper  on  the 
administration  of  morphine  by  absorption  through  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
nose.  He  had  employed  this  method  in  more  than  one  hundred  cases  with  very 
satisfactor}'  results.  It  is  simply  snuffed  into  the  nasal  chambers,  and  the  dose  is 
divided  into  two  equal  parts.  He  finds  that  the  action  of  the  drug  is  more  prompt 
when  thus  administered  than  when  given  by  the  mouth,,  or  hypodermic»lly.r~ 
Medical  News,  October  25,  1890. 
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Ttjbekcle  of  the  Larynx. — In  view  of  the  recent  discussion  on  this  subject  by 
the  Britihh  Medical  Association,  Dr.  Hnnter  Mackenzie,  of  Edinburgh,  savF :  "1 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  lactic  acid,  menthol,  iodoform,  or  any  such  drugs 
have  a  specific  action  upon  the  tuberculous  lesions  of  the  larynx,  more  especially 
when  applied  in  the  intermittent  way,  which  alone  is  practicable  in  the  case  of  that 
region.  From  prolonged  experiment  and  observation  I  know,  as  already  stated, 
that  their  action  on  the  germs  is  absolutely  n^,  and  I  believe  they  have  no  greater 
claims  even  as  palliatives  to  places  in  the  armamentarium  of  the  laryngeal  surgeon 
than  are  possessed  by  chloride  of  zinc,  carbolic  acid,  hydro-naphtLol,  and  many* 
others.'' — Glasgow  MedUcd  Jmtmal,  November,  1890. 

Method  op  Feeding  in  Laryngeal  Inflammations  with  Difficult 
Deglutition.— Dr.  D.  G.  Woodvine,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  in  the  October  number  of 
the  Journal  of  Ophthalmology ^  Otology  and  Laryngology^  tells  of  a  novel  and  successful 
method  of  feeding  patients  suffering  from  laryngeal  disease,  with  diflScuIt  and 
painful  deglutition,  even  of  liquids.  The  food  recommended  is  milk,  beef-tea,  and 
thin  gruels.  These  are  to  be  placed  in  a  small  pitcher  on  the  floor  at  the  foot  of 
the  lounge;  the  patient  to  procure  a  piece  of  rubber  tubing  about  eighteen  inches 
long,  then  lie  down  on  the  lounge  upon  the  stomach,  with  the  feet  thrown  up  over 
the  arm  of  the  lounge  and  the  face  and  head  over  the  foot  of  the  lounge,  the  right 
or  left  cheek  toward  the  floor,  decided  partly  by  experiment,  and  partly  depending 
upon  the  situation  of  the  laryngeal  inflammation,  and  the  situation  of  the  greater 
degree  of  laryngeal  obstruction.  The  patient  is  then  to  place  one  end  of  the  rubber 
tubing  in  the  pitcher  and  the  other  ena  in  the  mouth,  and  by  suction  draw  the  fluid 
through  the  tube  into  the  mouth,  and  let  it  flow  along  the  inside  of  the  cheek  and 
the  lower  jaw,  until  it  reaches  the  oesophagus,  then  swallow. 

Persons  who  cannot  swallow  in  the  usual  way,  or  if  so.  only  with  great  pain  and 
discomfort,  have  experienced  no  difficulty  by  this  method.  Dr  Woodvine's  explana- 
tion for  this  relief  is,  that  by  taking  this  position  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  is 
relieved  from  the  windpipe,  and  the  head  being  turned  to  one  side,  the  liquid  is 
directed  to  one  side  of  the  glottis,  and  cannot  produce  coughing. 

Hydrobromate  op  Hyoscyamine;  its  Power  op  Rapidly  Overcoming 
Spasm  of  Accommodation. — A  solution  of  hydrobromate  of  hyoscyamine  of  the 
strength  of  one  per  cent.,  acts  as  a  powerful  agent  in  paralyzing  the  ciliary  muscle, 
even  when  in  a  state  of  spasm ;  a  single  instillation  is  enough ;  {uiralysis  is  complete 
in  from  eighteen  to  thirty  minutes;  the  eflects  pass  ofl'  in  from  three  to  five  days; 
it  gives  rise  to  no  disagreeable  symptoms  in  children  and  young  adults,  and  when 
carefully  used  is  safe  even  in  the  old,  where,  of  course,  it  is  seldom,  if  ever,  necessary 
to  be  used  for  spasm  of  the  accommodation.  It  appears  to  he  the  most  powerful  of 
nil  mydriatics,  one  instillation  doing  as  well  as  repeated  instillations  of  atropia 
sulphate,  and  instead  of  requiring  from  ten  days  to  three  weeks  to  pass  off,  the 
effects  pass  off  in  five  days  ai  the  longest.  In  old  persons  it  is  found  best  to  use  a 
very  small  drop,  on  account  of  the  unpleasant  symptoms  produced,  viz. :  dizzineat^ 
nausea,  and  a  tendency  to  fail  forward.  Two  olc)  men  treated  with  the  hyoscamine 
became  unconscious  and  remained  so  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  but  recovered  with- 
out any  disagreeable  after-effects.  In  children  and  young  adults  no  symptoms  of 
the  drug  were  produced  except  a  diffused  haziness  of  the  fundus  of  the  eye,  which 
was  to  D^  plainly  seen  with  the  ophthalmoscope,  from  half  an  hour  to  iwo  hours 
after  the  clrug  had  been  used.  In  spite  of  this  condition  of  the  fundus,  the  acuity  of 
vision  was  not  impaired,  but,  on  the  contrary,  sight  was  improved  in  several  cases. 
Whether  this  was  due  to  the  stimulation  of  the  nerve  fibres,  or  to  the  correction  of 
irregular  astigmatism,  was  not  determined. 

In  treating  n^^lected  cases  of  iritis,  in  which  strong  and  broad  adhesions  have 
formed  between  the  iris  and  the  capsule  of  the  lens  which  have  resisted  the  repeated 
instillations  of  strong  solutions  of  the  sulphate  of  atropia,  duboiiria  and  homatropine 
hydrobromate,  and  even  the  use  of  the  crude  sulphate  of  atropia,  they  are  readily 
and  coniple.ely  torn  apart  by  instilling  a  one  per  cent.  Nolutionof  the  hydrobromate 
of  hyoscyamine. — N.  L.  MacBride,  M.D  ,  New  York,  in  the  Journal  cf  Ophthal- 
mology.  Laryngology  and  Otolojy. 

Adenoid  Vegetations  in  the  Vault  of  the  Pharynx  at  Different 
AoFS. — Luc  and  Dubief  (K)int  out  that  whereas  there  is  a  very  general  agree- 
ment that  adenoid    vegetations  are  most  frequently  met  with  between  four  and 
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six  years  of  age,  there  is  less  certainty  as  to  tiie  eooch  at  wliich  they  first 
appear,  and  especially  as  to  that  at  which  they  dimininh  and  disappear.  As  to 
the  first  point  the  authors  have  nothing  new  to  say.  The  youngest  child  upon 
which  ihey  have  had  occasion  to  operate  was  two  years  old.  Many  others, 
however,  have  been  operated  upon  at  earlier  ages  than  this.  They  maintain 
that  their  disappearenoe  before  the  asje  of  twenty  is  not  by  any  means  so  con- 
stant as  most  descriptions  of  the  subject  imply.  In  proportion  as  we  learn  to 
diagnose  adenoid  vegetations,  their  presence  in  the  adult  will  be  less  un- 
common.— London  Medical  Recorder,  October  20,  1890. 

Treatment  or  **  Voice  Trouble"  in  Professional  Singers.— Dr.  Louis 
A.  Bull,  in  the  Journal  of  Ophthalmology,  Laryngology  and  Otology,  October,  de- 
scribes a  form  of  throat  difficulty  iu  professional  singers,  due  largely  to  the  depriva- 
tion of  oxygen  in  the  dressing-rooms,  the  irritation  of  the  spectacular  stage  fire 
and  the  draughts.  He  uses  for  its  cure  locally  a  spray  of  a  25  per  cent,  solution 
of  pinus  canadensis,  and  gives  roercuiiius  solahilus  Ix  until  the  liver  and  bowels 
act  well,  this  procedure  often  relieving  the  congestion  in  the  throat.  The  mercu- 
rins  is  followed  by  any  indicated  remedy,  but  the  best  results  are  obtained  from 
ferram  phosphoricum  3x,  given  in  hot  solution.  Calcarea  phosphorica  is  given 
later  as  a  tonic  remedy.    Enforced  rest  and  superalimentation  are  also  enforced. 
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Intracranial  Lesions. — Keen  presented  an  exhaustive  paper  on  this  subject 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society.  He  treated  the  sub- 
ject under  the  following  heads  : 

(1)  Indications  for  Operative  Interference. — One  and  the  larger  class 
of  cases  present  presmre  symptoms  due  to  abscess,  tumor,  effusions,  haemorrhage, 
fractures  with  depression,  gunshot  wounds  and  lacerations  the  result  of  contusions. 
The  phenomena  produced  oy  such  lesions  are  first,  impaired  intellectual  function, 
the  patient  becoming  dull  and  stupid  and  finally  comatose;  or  speech,  hearing,  or 
sight  may  be  affected.  Second,  disturbed  motility,  certain  muscles  becoming  paretic 
or  paralyzed.  Third,  changes  in  sensation  over  smaller  or  larger  areas.  Fourth, 
changes  in  the  optic  dink  and  other  portions  of  the  fundus  ocnli.  These  symp- 
toms must  be  present  more  or  less  prominently  and  completely  in  all  cases  of  intra- 
cranial pressure.  To  them  will  be  added  localizing  symptoms,  which  are  of  the 
greatest  value,  and  the  special  symptoms  of  each  lesion,  as  cerebral  vomiting,  head- 
ache and  convulsions  with  tumors;  subnormal  temperature,  cerebral  vomiting, 
otitis  media  or  a  traumatism  in  abscess;  in  injury  followed  by  an  interval  of 
lucidity  and  then  coma ;  in  hiemorrhage  from  the  middle  meningeal  artery  ;  age, 
atheroma  and  no  traumatism  in  apoplexy.  Should  a  lesion  producing  pretsure, 
which  must  prove  fatal,  be  located,  be  differentiated  from  other  conditions  produc- 
ing similar  phenomena,  and  be  accessible,  operative  interference  becomes  a  clear 
duty.  Another  clas^  of  cases  present  functional  disturbances  (for  want  of  a  better 
term),  such  as  epilepsy,  with  or  without  gross  and  appreciable  lesions,  inveterate 
headaches,  insanity  and  other  tnental  disturbances,  as  well  as  arrested  development. 
The  indications  for  operative  interference  here  are  not  so  clear.  It  may  be  called 
for  first,  if  the  disease  endangers  life,  growth,  or  mental  development,  or  so  destroys 
comfort  as  to  make  life  not  worth  having.  Second,  all  other  means,  medicinal, 
dietetic  and  hygienic,  must  have  failed.  Third,  the  danger  to  life  from  the  opera- 
tion must'be  such  as  to  make  it  a  reasonable  risk.  Trephining  per  se  is  not  espe- 
cially dangerous  with  the  modern  technique ;  opening  the  dura  adds  but  little  to 
the  danger,  and  excision  of  brain  substance,  while  it  increases  the  risk,  is  justifiable 
if  it  gives  hope  of  material  improvement.  In  both  classes  of  cases,  if  the  danger 
be  great  and  if  a  fatal  result  be  likely  to  follow  without  interference,  ex- 
ploratory trephining  should  be  undertaken  with  this  restriction,  that  the  probable 
location  of  the  lesion  should  be  decided  upon  before  operating. 
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(2)  Technique  op  Operations  on  the  'Bkhhh.  ^Shaving, — ^Tlie  head  should 
be  shaved  for  ihe  purpose  of  making  out  scars  of  which  there  may  be  several, 
although  there  is  a  history  of  but  one  traumatism.  A  caxe  is  cited  in  which  the 
lesion  was  under  the  lesser  scars  SablinvUe  solution. — This  should  not  be  applied 
to  the  shaven  scalp  in  greater  strength  than  1  to  2000  for  fear  of  producing 
pustules.  After  the  brain  is  exposed  boiled  water  should  be  substituted  not  so 
much  on  ac(»(>nnt  of  a  possible  poisoning  but  becau««  the  antiseptic  lessens  the 
electrical  reaction  of  the  cortex.  Hasmorrhage. — A  semi-recumbent  position  and 
the  preliminary  use  of  morphine  and  ergot  will  tend  to  lessen  this.  The  local  use 
of  ct)caiue  and  antipyrine  (10  per  cent.)  is  no  more  efficacious  than  hot  water,  and 
benides,  it  is  not  so  much  the  oozing  as  the  venous  haemorrhage  that  is  troublesome. 
Hot  water  should  not  be  over  120°  F.  or  it  may  injure  the  brain  substance.  The 
main  reliance  is  the  catgut  ligature  and  the  vessel  should  if  possible  be  double  tied 
before  division.  Traction  on  the  ligature  should  be  moderate  and  equal  on  both 
ends.  Hcemostats  are  apt  to  tear  away.  No  vessel  should  be  cut  near  the  edge  of 
theo|)ening  which  should  be  ample  in  size  in  order  to  allow  us  to  cope  successfully 
with  the  bleeding.  Hiemorrhage  from  the  sinuses  (longitudinal  or  lateral)  or  from 
the  large  veins  near  them  is  filways  alarming  and  often  fatal,  not  only  from  the 
direct  loss  of  bIo(xi  but  also  from  the  shock.  The  wound  in  a  sinus  can  either  be 
packed,  or  the  edges  seized  with  hnemostatic  forceps  which  are  left  in  place  for  two 
or  three  days,  or  a  ligature  applied  on  either  side  of  the  opening.  Bleeding  from 
the  cut  e<ige  of  the  bone  can  be  controlled  by  a  putty  used  by  Horsley,  i.c.,  yellow 
wax  one  part  and  vaseline  four  parts;  to  this  is  added  five  per  cent,  of  carbonic 
acid.  Drainage. — This  depends  on  the  amount  of  oozing.  If  the  haemorrhage  is 
completely  controlled  it  may  be  dispensed  with.  In  suppurative  cases  it  should  of 
course  be  used  and  continuously.  Exploring  for  abscesAe^. — This  is  best  done  with 
the  gr<K)ved  director  and  should  be  accurately  described.,  «.  g,,  in  the  direction  of 
the  op}K)site  pupil,  an  inch  above  the  op^xwite  auditory  meatus,  etc  Amidance  or 
ihocL — The  time  consumed  is  one  of  the  most  important  shock  producing-ele- 
ments.  To  save  time  the  periosteum  is  raised  with  the  flap.  Time  is  saved,  too,  by 
using  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  quarter  or  half  trephine  and  enlarging  the  opening 
with  rongeur  forceps.  This  is  preferable  to  using  very  large  trephines  which 
become  fastened  in  the  bone  and  cannot  be  adapted  to  the  curved  surface  of  the 
skull  and  the  different  thicknesses  of  the  bone.  The  surgical  engine  is  not  a  prac- 
ticable instrument.  The  battery  should  be  used  in  every  case  to  identify  the  con- 
volutions ex|>o^eil,  and  the  distance  of  the  spot  stimulated  from  the  nkedian  line, 
the  fissure  of  Rolando,  etc.,  carefully  noted.  The  current  shoidd  not  be  too  strong. 
The  dura  can  be  closed  with  internipted  or  continuous  sutures.  Best,  external 
heat,  strychnine,  alcohol,  digitalis  and  atn>pine  may  be  used  to  prevent  and  relieve 
shock.  Jti placing  the  btyne. — As  a  rule  no  ill  effects  follow  such  replacement  and  it 
serves  as  a  proieiuion.  The  resulting  surfjice  is  usually  flat,  however,  not  arched 
like  the  rest  of  the  skull,  hence  in  obscure  cases  of  headache,  etc,  in  wbici)  the 
valuaof  tre]>hining  probably  lies  in  an  alteration  of  the  intracranial  pressure,  the 
bone  had  belter  not  be  replaced.  Should  it  be  decided  to  replace  it  the  button 
must  be  kept  in  1  to  20(X)  sublimate  solution  at  100°  to  105°  F.  The  entire  button 
can  be  put  back  to  save  time,  or  if  it  is  much  thickened,  it  can  be  cut  into  small 
pieces.     Or  a  decalcified  bone  plate  may  be  substituted  as  suggested  by  Senn. 

(3)  RfisULTS. — In  considering  these,  fractures  are  excluded,  b«it  more  frequent 
operative  treatment  is  urged  not  only  to  imme<iiately  save  life,  but  also  to  prevent 
later  disorders,  such  as  epilepsy.  Absc,eji». — Trephining  shonld  be  the  rule  inthefie 
cases,  and  it  is  not  a  question  of  percentages  as  every  case  is  lost  under  the  old 
method  of  treatment.  The  diflicult  question  is  where  to  trephine,  and  this  can  only 
be  answered  by  further  advances  in  localization.  Tumors, — The  same  holds  trne 
here  as  with  abscesses  reganiing  percentages  as  every  case  must  die.  The  results 
are  furthermore  encouraging,  a  number  of  patients  recovering  and  remaining  well. 
Some  have  died,  others  have  hail  rei'urrences  of  the  growth,  and  unfortunately  in 
others  the  tumor  was  not  found  or  did  not  exist.  Hence  accuracy  of  diagnosis  is 
still  to  be  sought  for.  If  f)ossible  the  size  of  the  growth  should  be  made  out  approxi- 
mately, as  some  have  been  found  too  large  for  removal.  It  isalsodesirabletoknow 
whether  the  k^ions  are  single  or  multiple,  infiltrating  or  encapsulated,  superficial 
or  deep.  The  advisability  of  attacking  tubercular  and  syphilitic  growths  is  still  a 
question  ;  this  is  especially  so  with  the  former,  which  are  more  apt  to  be  multiple. 
Both  have  beeu   removed  successfully.    In  the  cerebellum,  unless  the  tumor  be 
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small  and  accurately  diagnosed,  it  cannot  probably  be  removed  with  ftafety. 
Epilepgy. — In  the  traumatic  form  the  results  have  been  very  encouraging,  and  even 
in  the  idiopathic,  they  hold  out  some  hope.  In  a  few  there  is  no  result,  good  or 
bad ;  a  large  proportion  are  benefited ;  about  one-fourth  are  cured,  and  a  very 
small  percentage  die  from  the  operation.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  paralysis  fol- 
lowing the  excision  of  even  a  motor  centre  is  only  temporary.  Hcanorrhage  from 
the  middle  meningeal  artery. — This  accident  is  amenable  to  surgical  treatment  even 
without  fracture.  The  trephine  should  be  applied  one  inch  behind  the  external 
angular  process  at  the  level  of  the  upper  border  of  the  orbit;  failing  to  find  the  clot 
here  another  opening  should  be  maae  over  the  other  branch,  that  is  at  the  same 
level  below  the  parietal  boss.  Inveterate  headache. — Trephining  may  be  justifiable 
in  cases  that  have  resisted  all  other  known  means  and  make  life  unbearable. 
Mania. — An  exploratory  operation  in  mania  following  traumatism  has  occasionally 
been  followed  by  relief.  Arreeted  mental  development. — It  is  only  in  those  cases  in 
which  this  condition  follows  a  traumatism  that  operation  offers  any  encouragement. 
— Medical  New8,  November  1,  1890. 

The  Suboical  Treatment  op  Acute  Intestinal  Obsteuction.— J.  Greig 
Smith,  in  a  recent  paper  on  this  important  subject,  makes  a  plea  for  the  early 
transfer  of  these  cases  to  the  surgeon.  While  the  causes  of  obstruction  are  varied 
and  numerous,  clinically  we  ne^  simply  consider  the  condition  of  the  patient  and 
his  capacity  to  bear  operation,  and  the  special  state  of  the  intestinal  tjract  and  its 
power  of  self-recuperation.  Frequently  the  typical  operation  must  give  way  to 
modified  procedures,  and  patients  who  are  too  collapsed  to  stand  a  grave  operation 
may  be  first  saved  from  death  and  then  brought  bacK  to  health  by  successive  small 
operations.    The  cases  met  with  are  usually  of  three  kinds : 

(1)  Patients  on  whom  an  ideal  operation  can  be  done.  The  obstruction  is  of 
short  duration  ;  there  is  vigorous  ana  free  vomiting ;  intestinal  contractions  may  be 
seen  through  the  parietes ;  abdominal  distension  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent  deep 
respiration,  these  being  20  to  the  minute ;  the  pulse  is  not  over  110.  While  the 
expression  is  anxious,  the  features  are  not  drawn  and  sunken,  and  the  skin,  although 
moist,  is  not  cold  and  clammy.  The  abdomen  is  generally  resonant,  and  intermit- 
tent gurgling  can  be  heard,  which  is  most  marked  at  one  point;  there  is  little  or 
no  tenderness,  and  palpitation  and  rectal  examination  give  negative  results.  An 
enema  containing  brandy  is  given,  and  the  patient  thoroughly  anseslhetized.  A 
two-inch  incision  is  first  made  in  the  linea  alba  below  the  umbilicus.  Through 
this  the  intestines  are  inspected  and  the  coil  selected  that  is  most  distended  and 
congested.  This  is  followed  in  the  direction  of  increasing  distension  and  congestion 
and  will  usually  lead  to  the  point  of  obstruction.  The  cause  of  the  obstruction  is 
then  treated  according  to  well-understood  principles,  and,  when  removed,  a  rush  of 
gas  from  the  distended  into  the  empty  bowel  takes  place,  and  there  remains  nothing 
further  to  do  but  close  the  abdominal  wound. 

(2)  Patients  who  can  bear  a  complete  operation,  but  with  certain  precautions 
and  additions.  The  obstruction  has  lasted  for  a  week  or  more ;  vomiting  is  less 
vigorous  and  less  frequent;  the  distension  is  greater  but  the  waits  are  lax  and  intes- 
tinal contractions  are  no  longer  visible  ;  the  face  is  drawn  and  pinched  and  the 
skin  cold  and  clammy;  the  pulse  is  120  or  more,  and  small  and  wiry.    Amesthesia 

...is  full  of  risk  not  only  increasing  shock,  but  also  because  it  tends  to  induce  vomit- 
ing. The  stomach  tube  should  hence  be  first  used,  and  aniesthesia  kept  up  no  longer 
than  is  necessary.  The  cause  of  the  obstruction  is  relieved  as  in  the  former  class, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  as  the  intestines  are  distended  with  fluid  the  loop 
nearest  the  obstruction  will  sink  down  and  not  present  at  the  oi>ening.  After  the 
cause  of  obstruction  is  removed  the  intestinal  contents  do  not  move  on  as  the  over- 
distended  bowel  is  paralyzed  and  cannot  contract;  besides  the  distended  bowel  is 
kinked  at  its  numerous  acute  flexures.  The  contents  must  be  evacuated  thoroughly 
and  the  intestine  enabled  to  contract.  The  antesthesia  is  stopped  and  the  patient 
enveloped  in  warm  blankets ;  a  distended  but  inflamed  loop  of  bowel  is  brought 
out  and  fastened  to  adhesive  stripe  by  two  quill  sutures  on  each  side,  an  inch  apart 
Infection  of  the  abdomen  is  prevented  by  smearing  the  junction  of  bowel  and 
parietes  with  an  antiseptic  ointment.  The  outer  coats  of  the  intestine  are  incised 
and  an  aspirating  needle  pushed  into  the  bowel.  By  patiently  kneading  for  an 
hour  or  two  the  abdomen  will  become  quite  flat  The  intestine  is  then  closed,  dis- 
infected and  replaced,  and  the  sutures,  previously  inserted,  and  the  abdominal 
woand  tied. 
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(3)  Patients  in  a  hopeless  condition.     Any  severe  operation  and  even  the  i 
thetic  will  kill.    A  small  opening  is  made  and  the  bowel  attached  by  quill  sotiires, 
opened  and  thoroughly  enfptied  as  above.— ^ritiiaA  Medical  Jowmalj  October  11, 1890. 

Closure  op  the  Hard  Palate. — J.  N.  C.  Davies-Collev  proposes  a  method 
for  closing  clefts  of  the  hard  palate  which  is  adapted  especiaUy  for  infants;,  in  cases 
in  which  the  ordinary  operation  has  failed,  where  the  cleft  is  too  wide  to  be  bridged 
over  by  the  ordinary  operation.    Reference  to  the  cuts  will  explain  the  slepa  of 


the  operation.  (1)  A  triangular  flap  is  raised  from  the  bone  on  the  wider  side. 
The  outer  border  begins  just  inside  the  posterior  end  of  the  alveolar  process  and 
runs  forward  to  the  insertion  of  the  incisors ;  the  inner  border  runs  backwards  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch  outside  the  margin  of  the  cleft,  and  extends  into  the  soft  palate. 
(2).  An  incision  is  made  at  least  one-sixth  of  an  inch  from  the  other  side  of  the 
cleft  running  from  its  anterior  extremity  to  the  end  of  the  hard  palate.  The  soft 
parts  are  raised  from  the  bone,  turning  a  flap  npward.  (3)  The  last  flap  is  at- 
tached to  the  opposite  side  of  the  cleft  by  catgut  sutures  partially  closing  the  open- 
ing. (4)  The  apex  of  the  triangular  flap  is  carried  across  and  fastened  by  wire 
sutures  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  incision  on  the  opposite  side.  The  subsequent 
treatment  is  like  that  after  the  ordinary  operation.  The  tongue  serves  as  a  splint 
to  hold  up  the  flap  ;  the  catgut  sutures  are  left  to  take  care  of  themselves  ;  the  wire 
sutures  are  removed  in  five  or  six  weeks. — BriUsh  Medical  Journal,  October  25, 
1890. 
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Silica  Compared  ik  Nervous  Headache. — There  are  a  few  remedies  which 
we  have  had  occasion  to  compare  with  silica  in  the  nervous  headaches  of  women, 
where  the  pain  ascends  from  the  occiput  into  the  head.  These  are  menjanthes, 
paris  quadrifolium  and  strontiana  carbonica.  The  pain  of  silica  ascends  from  the 
nape  of  the  neck  to  the  vertex  and  thence  into  the  supraorbital  region.  It  is  worse 
from  any  noise,  motion,  or  concussion,  and  better  from  wrapping  the  head  up  warmly. 
Under  menyanthes  the  headache  also  comes  up  from  the  nape  of  the  neck  and 
extends  over  the  head.  There  is  a  bursting  pain,  as  if  the  membranes  of  the  brain 
were  tense  and  were  pushing  the  skull  open.  This  pain  is  distinguished  from  that 
of  silica  by  the  fact  that  it  is  relieved  by  pressure  rather  than  warmth.  Paris  ouad- 
rifolium  also  has  a  headache  which  arises  from  the  nape  of  the  head  and  proauces 
a  feeling  as  though  the  head  was  immensely  large.  Strontiana  carbonica  approaches 
the  nearest  to  silica  of  all  these  headache  remedies.  It  produces  a  headache  com- 
ing up  from  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  spreading  thence  over  the  head,  and  this  pain 
is  relieved  by  wrapping  the  head  up  warmly.  Just  exactly  like  the  silica  headache, 
but  under  strontium  we  have  the  distinguishing  feature  that  this  neuralgic  pain 
begins  lighUy  and  increases  gradually  to  its  greatest  intensity  and  then  gradually 
declines. — Homceopathic  J<mnuU  of  Obstetrics^  September. 

Staphisagria  is  often  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  ovarian  irritations  of  nervous, 
excitable  women.  Particularly  is  it  valuable  in  the  hypochondriacal  moods  of  this 
class  of  women  when  an  ovarian  irritation  arises  during  the  absence  of  the  husband, 
from  allowing  the  mind  to  dwell  on  sexual  subjects. — HomoBopathie  Journal  of 
Obstetrietj  September. 

Belladonna  is  especially  useful  for  enlargement  and  induration  of  the  axillary 
glands  occurring  in  females  at  the  climatis. — HomaopcUhic  Journal  of  Obstetrics, 
September. 

Pulsatilla  is  almost  always  the  remedy  in  the  cystic  symptoms  that  accompany 
pregnancy.  It  is  not  a  first-class  remedy  in  true  cystitis,  but  is  adapted  to  the 
transient  bladder  symptoms  that  frequently  annoy  the  pregnant  woman. — Homao- 
pathie  Journal  of  (AsUtrica,  September. 

Senecio  Aureus.— Farrington  describes  this  drug  as  especially  suitable  to  ner- 
vous, excitable  women  who  suffer  much  from  sleeplessness,  traceable  to  uterine 
irritation,  as  from  prolapse  or  flexion  of  the  uterus.  With  regard  to  the  sympa- 
thetic bladder  symptoms,  there  is  much  distress  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  causing 
pain,  burning  and  dysuria.  After  the  onset  of  the  menstrual  flow  these  cystio 
symptoms  become  modified  or  cease,  thus  showing  the  reflex  relation  existing 
between  the  menstrual  irregularities  and  the  bladder. — Homcsopathic  Journal  of 
Obstetrics,  September. 

Helonias  is  useful  for  suppression  of  the  menses  when  the  kidneys  are  congested. 
It  seems  as  though  the  monthly  congestion,  instead  of  venting  itself,  as  it  should, 
through  the  uterine  vessels,  has  extended  to  the  kidneys,  giving  rise  to  albuminuria. 
The  urine  if  scanty  and  turbid. — HomoBopathic  Journal  of  ObstetricSf  September. 
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Viburnum  Pbunipolium  in  Uterine  HiBMORRHAOB.— "The  following  two 
cases  will  be  of  rather  more  than  ordinary  interest  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
cases.  One  lady  threatened  abortion  at  about  the  three-month  period  of  gestation; 
there  was  prolonged  and  stubborn  hsemorrhage,  which,  though  conquered  in  a 
measure  by  ordinary  means,  was  followed  by  urgent  and  distinct  abortive  symp- 
toms, which,  however,  persisted  in  spite  of  ordinary  methods  of  rest  and  treat- 
ment ;  quickly  yielded  to  the  use  of  the  liquid  extract  of  viburnum  prunifolium, 
one  drachm  doses,  freouently  administered.  She  is  now  nearly  in  her  normal 
carrying  state  of  health.  The  other  threatened  miscarriage,  the  symptoms,  which 
were  very  urgent,  and  rapidly  progressive,  entirely  yielded  to  the  same  dose  of  tI- 
burnum  prunifolium.  These  are  only  two  of  many  which,  however,  I  scarcely 
anticipated  would  be  followed  by  such  immediate  and  satisfactory  results." — Dr. 
Bichard  F.  Owen,  Homceopathie  World,  October. 

Medicines  in  Surgery.— In  the  October  New  England  Mediecd  OuzetU,  Dr. 
C.  S.  Pratt  has  an  article  under  the  above  caption,  from  which  we  briefly  ezoerpt 
as  follows : 

ChUblains. — Ten  or  twelve  cases  had  been  given  puUatilla  3x,  all  reported  imme- 
diate relief.  One  gentleman  who  claimed  to  have  been  tormented  so  that  he  oonld 
not  sleep  for  hours,-  night  after  night,  was  cured,  for  that  winter,  by  two  doses. 

Boils  and  Abscesses. — If  seen  before  pus  has  formed,  belladonna  Ix,  internally 
and  fluid  extract  of  belladonna  externally,  will  nearly  always  abort. 

A  young  man  with  two  large  boils  on  his  wrist  and  arm,  within  an  hour  after  the 
first  dose  of  belladonna,  felt  relieved  of  the  pain,  and  within  two  days  all  pain  and 
swelling  were  gone. 

Mr.  M.  complained  of  swelling,  heat  and  throbbing  pain  on  the  side  of  the  left 
knee.  It  enlarged  rapidly  and  grew  red.  There  were  the  usual  constitutional 
symptoms  accompanying  the  formation  of  a  larae  abscess.  The  bellarlonna  treat- 
ment began  its  quieting  work  at  once,  and  within  a  week,  without  any  pus  forming, 
the  knee  was  well. 

/Sbrca.— A  man  of  seventy-eight  had  a  sore  on  his  leg  for  two  years.  The  1«g 
from  the  knee  to  the  ankle  was  literally  black ;  there  was  an  open  sore  on  the  ankle 
about  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar.  On  the  leg  there  were  large  patches  of  thick 
scabs,  from  which  oozed  a  sticky  fluid.  Lachesis  was  prescribed  for  the  black  leg 
and  graphites  3x,  the  scabs  with  sticky  fluid,  using  no  external  applications.  In  less 
than  two  months  the  skin  was  smooth,  but  a  little  dark -colored,  which  more 
lachesis  cured  promptly.  Though  seventy-eight,  this  patient  has  had  no  retam , 
for  four  years. 

Scrojutous  Ophlkalmicu — Two  small  bottles  of  sulphur  3x.  cured  a  girl  of  five  of 
scrofulous  ophthalmia,  with  photophobia,  lachryroation,  agglutinated  lid,  ulcers  oa 
the  cornea  (severe  pain  and  swelling  of  the  lids  made  the  case  an  aggravated  one), 
after  a  famous  New  York  occulist  had  failed  with  tonic  treatment  and  local 
washes. 

Carbuncles. — Nearly  all  can  be  nipped  in  the  bud  with  bryonia. 

A  man  of  sixty-five  had  a  large  carbuncle  on  the  back  of  the  neck.  The  pain, 
swelling  and  soreness  were  gone  in  four  days  under  bryonia. 

A  man  of  thirty-five  had  a  carbuncle  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg  on  the  back  of  his 
neck,  unbroken,  tense  and  painful.  Bryonia  and  hepar  sulphur  Iz,  brought  this  to 
a  close  (unbroken,  painless  and  flat)  in  about  a  week. 

A  lady  of  sixty  had  a  carbuncle  fully  six  inches  in  diameter,  covering  the  whole 
back  of  the  neck.  Did  well  under  ^  grain  doses  of  hepar  sulphtMr,  It  waa 
seen  too  late  for  effective  abortive  treatment. 

Tonsillitis.— If  seen  early  can  generally  be  rapidly  cured,  and,  indeed  aborted 
sometimes,  by  the  use  of  guaiacum  Ix  and  2x.  Chronic  tonsillitis  can  generally 
be  greatly  modified,  if  not  cured,  by  baryta  carbonica  6x. 

Orchitis. — A  young  man  recovering  from  measles  was  attacked  by  a  severe  inflam- 
ation  of  the  left  testicle.  Pulsatilla  3x,  internally,  and  belladonna,  fluid  extract, 
locally,  set  him  right  in  three  days. 

Tumors, — The  cutting  pains  of  fibroid  tumors  of  the  womb  can  be  greatly  lea- 
soned,  and  at  times  stopped  entirely  by  the  use  of  calcarea  iodata  2x  and  3x,  and 
the  progress  of  these  growths  can  be  checked  and  their  size  decreased  by  the 
dailv  use  of  the  same  means. 

About  three  months  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  a  lady  consulted  me  for  a  painfnl 
tumor  of  the  breast,  which  she  believed  to  be  a  cancer.    It  waa  abont  the  size  of  A 
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large  cocoannt.  The  sarface  of  it  looked  red  and  angry.  The  pains  reached  to  the 
arm  and  d^^n  the  side.  It  was  very  bard.  It  went  away  under  ealcarea  iodata 
3x  and  hepar  sulphur  6x. 

Three  weeks  afl«r  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  a  lady  fonnd  in  her  breast  a  hard, 
painful  bunch,  with  no  signs  of  suppuration.  Dr.  Nichols  recommended  hepar 
sulphur  6z.     Within  a  week  the  lump  disappeared. 

A  small  tumor  on  the  upper  lip  of  a  little  girl  readily  yielded  to  ealcarea 
iodata  3x. 

Haemorrhoids. — A  number  of  cases  have  met  prompt  relief  by  the  use  of  sulphur 
6x,  sescnlus  3x,  nux  vomica  6x  and  hamamelis.  A  wash  of  calendula,  hydrastis 
and  belladonna,  an  excellent  one.  Locally,  ice  water  is  mostusefiil. 

Eryiipelas — Belladonna,  if  indicated,  rarely  fails.  Twenty-drop  doses  of  the 
tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron  has  given  the  beet  results,  quelling  the  trouble  in 
two  or  three  days,  and  should  be  repeated  hourly  if  necessary. 

Clinical  Notes. — Bellia  perennis. — Effects  of  sudden  chill  from  wet  cold,  es- 
pecially when  drinking  cold  liquids  after  being  over-heated. 

Lac  caninum. — Migratory  rheumatism  with  alternation  of  sides ;  shifting  pains. 

Nuxmoschata  —Muscular  rheumatism  from  protracted  exposure  to  cold  and  damp ; 
fugitive  drawing  pains  worse  in  repose,  better  from  warmth;  left  shoulder  and 
right  hip  especially  affected. — California  Homoeopath,  October,  1890. 

Calcar.  Cars,  nt  Periostitis. — Mrs.  B.,  a  well-nourished  woman  fet61,  suffered 
for  two  years  from  swelling  of  the  left  wrist-joint  and  the  neighboring  soft  parts ; 
apparently^a  periostitis  of  the  bones  of  the  wrist. 

She  form'erly  suffered  much  from  cardialgia  accompanied  by  distension  of  the 
epigastrium.  Menses  always  copious  and  anteponing.  She  cannot  stand  wet  and 
cold;  warmth  of  the  bed  is  agreeable  to  her.  The  various  functions  are  about 
normal.  The  joint  is  only  slightly  movable.  On  August  9,  1889,  she  received 
calcar.  carb.  10,  a  dose  every  7th  evening.  On  November  4th  the  normal  mobility 
of  the  joint  had  been  restored,  while  the  swelling  was  less. — Dr.  Kunkel,  in  Allgem, 
Homoeop,  Zeitung,  August  7,  1890. 

AuRiTM  IN  Exophthalmic  Goitre. — ^In  1873  a  lady  in  the  forties  came  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  J.  Kafka,  suffering  from  exophthalmic  goitre.  She  had  blonde  hair 
mixed  with  gray.  The  eves  protruded  very  much,  and  she  had  a  quite  hard  goitre 
that  made  her  neck  very  broad.  The  carotids  could  be  seen  to  pulsate  violently ; 
and  on  the  sides  of  the  neck  dilated  veins  were  quite  distinct  On 
inspecting  the  thorax,  dilated  veins  could  be  seen  in  the  clavicular  regions 
and  above  the  mammse.  The  cardiac  region  was  markedly  swollen  and  violently  ' 
shaken  by  the  exceedingly  powerful  impulse  of  the  heart.  On  placing  the  hand 
upon  the  ribs,  epigastrium  and  even  the  posterior  wall  of  the  thorax,  the  impulse 
of  the  heart  could  be  felt.  Bespiration  much  accelerated.  Every  motion  of  the 
body,  laughing  and  mental  changes,  increased  the  frequency  and  violence  of  the 
strokes  of  the  heart ;  ascending  stairs  and  moderate  elevations  produced  the  same 
effect. 

Examination  of  the  heart  showed  that  it  was  enlarged.  The  lungs  and  abdominal 
organs  were  normal.  The  second  sound  of  the  heart  was  abnormally  loud  and  had 
a  metallic  timbre,  heard  loudest  at  the  apex.  One  moment  the  heart-beats  were  120 
to  the  minute,  while  the  next  they  would  run  up  to  between  150  and  160 ;  motion  or 
animated  talking  determining  this  increase. 

As  no  complications  could  be  found  the  diagnosis,  according  to  recent  pathology, 
was  that  nervous  weakness  was  the  cause  of  the  phenomena.  At  different  times 
phosphor.  3,  pulsat.  3,  calcar.  carb.  6,  and  spigel.  3,  quieted  the  heart's  action  so 
that  she  would  pass  several  weeks  in  comfort. 

In  the  summer  of  1873,  she  was  persuaded  to  undergo  iodine  treatment  for  the 
disease,  and  in  August  she  was  very  ^ale,  much  emaciated,  and  dispirited  with  great 
weakness.  The  iodine  was  then  stopped,  and  she  received  china,  1,  three  doses 
per  day,  which  gradually  caused  an  improvement  in  her  strength.  Later  the  inor- 
dinate paroxysmal  palpitation  returned,  and  aurum  mur.,  3,  two  doses  per  day  was 
administered. 

This  remedy  was  selected  because  of  the  marked  nervous  depression  that  existed 
since  taking  the  iodine.  The  usually  lively  and  talkative  lady  was  now  generally 
quiet  and  introspective,  cried  without  cause,  and  was  haunted  with  the  thought  that 
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she  must  die  Booa.  The  slightest  noise^ the  least  motion,  and  when  she  was  sud- 
denly spoken  to,  the  palpitation  of  the  heart  and"  carotids  would  set  in  wi^h  violence, 
so  that  she  feared  she  would  faint.  The  pulse  was  160  per  minute,  and  the  second 
sound  of  the  heart  was  so  changed  that  it  resembled  a  hammer  striking  an  anvil 
(metallic  timbre).  In  a  short  time  its  frequency  would  change^  but  the  disastole 
was  always  the  stronger. 

To  sum  up,  the  reasons  for  administering  the  aurum  were  the  following  symp- 
toms :  hypochrondriacal  or  melancholy  condition  of  mind  with  tendency  to  crying, 
or  also  fear  of  death  (nervous  depression),  alternating  with  nervous  erethism  and 
excessive  palpitation  of  the  heart  with  accentuated  second  sound  of  the  heart  oi 
metallic  timbre. 

Already  after  the  Brst  dose  there  was  a  marked  quieting  of  the  imp|olse\>f  the 
heart  and  a  calming  of  th#  mental  condition.  She  again  became  talkative  and  in 
good  spirits.  Motion  and  mental  changes  were  better  borne.  In  two  months  the 
eyes  were  much  less  prominent,  and  the  goitre  had  decreased  in  sise  and  did  not 
pnlsate  any  more ;  the  heart  had  become  so  calmed  that  the  two  sounds  were  of 
equal  intensitv  and  the  metallic  quality  had  disappeared. — AUgem.  Homcmp,  Zeibng^ 
September  18^  1890. 

Thuja  in  Discoloration  of  the  Nails.— While  examining  a  patient^Dr.  Pascal 
noticed  that  her  finger  nails  had  a  black  discoloration  at  their  tips  which  she  claimed 
was  not  due  to  lack  of  cleanliness.  They  had  the  appearance  as  though  they  had 
been  dipped  in  ink,  and  she  knew  of  no  explanation  of  the  peculiArity.  The  nails 
were  not  of  uniform  thickness,  but  had  irregular  elevations  here  and  there.  Thuja 
2,  was  given  for  14  days,  and  then  thuja  2,  for  8  days  with  the  result  of  removing 
the  discoloration  completely. 

To  improve  the  nutrition  and  cure  the  unevenness,  graphites  3,  was  administered 
for  40  days  afterward  and  produced  a  complete  cure  of  that  condition,  too. — AUyem, 
Hamoeap.  Zeitung,  September  18,  1890. 

PuusATiLLA  AND  SiLicA  IN  PuRXTLENT  OTITIS.— A  27-year-old  woman,  who  had 
suffered  as  a  child  from  degeneration  of  one  of  the  cervical  lymphatics  and  a  left- 
sided  purulent  otitis  that  was  followed  by  hardness  of  hearing,  complained  for  two 
months  past  of  violent  pains  in  the  left  ear  in  consequence  of  a  sea  bath.  Pus  began 
to  be  discharged  the  day  after  the  bath.  When  first  seen,  the  following  symptoma 
were  noted:  purulent  discharge  from  the  left  meatus  and  tympanum,  the  drum 
having  a  large  perforation  through  it ;  the  discharge  having  an  offensive  odor.  She 
is  verv  sensitive,  is  always  worse  in  summer  than  in  winter ;  complains  of  constant 
sweating  in  the  axillie ;  menstruation  too  profuse  and  too  early.  Sulphur  was  pre- 
•scribed,  and  later  calcar.  sulphur.,  without  result,  although  they  were  used  for  two 
months.  Then  pulsat.  1,  and  silica  3,  were  given,  each  oeiag  used  three  days  and 
then  replaced  bv  the  other,  bringing  about  a  rapid  cure. — AUgem,  Homcpop,  Zeitungt 
September  18,  1890. 

Natrum  Muriat.  IN  Gastraixjia. — An  elderly  lady  had  suffered  for  six 
months  from  pains  in  the  stomach  with  vomiting.  Ulceration  and  cancer  were 
excluded  by  the  examination.  She  is  not  hysterical.  The  nains  generally  appear 
in  the  afternoon  and  persist  until  2  a.m.  During  this  time  they  become  so  intense 
that  she  would  cry  out,  although  she  is  not  unusually  sensitive.  While  the  pain 
was  so  intense  she  could  neither  sit  nor  lie,  but  was  compelled  to  stand  in  a  bent 
position.  Between  the  attacks  she  had  a  heaviness  as  though  stones  were  in  the 
stomach.  Every  motion,  even  the  slightest,  aggravates  the  pains  intensely.  She 
received  bryonia  2,  and  arsenic.  3  in  alternation,  with  relief  that  did  not  remain 
permanently.  Natrum  mur.  30,  one  dose,  was  then  given.  The  pains  immediately 
oegan  to  improve,  so  that  in  eight  days  they  had  disappeared  and  have  not  re- 
curred, although  almost  a  year  has  passed  since  the  single  dose  was  given. — Dr. 
Moser,  in  AUgem,  Homoecfp,  Zeitungf  October  30,  1890. 

Treatment  of  Acute  and  Chronic  Coryza.— Acute  farm  Nux  Vonu,  is  prefer- 
ably indicated  at  the  beginning  of  coryza,  especially  when  accompanied  with  a 
violent  headache  and  epistaxis.  Alternation  of  dry  and  fluent  corysa  is  also  an  indi- 
cation for  this  remedy.  Dose:  3  gtt.  of  3x  dilution  in  200  grammes  of  water; a 
spoonful  every  hoiir  or  every  two  hours. 

Mercuriiu  and  Sulphur. — The  alternation  of  mJphur  and  mureuriui  at  the  very 
beginning  of  a  coryza  has  been  recommended  by  fispanet,  and  we  have  to  recogniis 
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the  fact  that  this  alternation  constitutes  an  excellent  treatment.  Dose:  2  gtts.  of 
6x  dilution  of  each,  in  125  grammes  of  water  for  each  drug.  To  be  taken  alter- 
nately, a  spoonful  every  two  hours. 

Euphrasia  is  indicated  when  the  coryza  is  very  abimdant,  non-corroding,  asso- 
ciatea  with  a  conjunctivitis  with  abundant  lachrymation  as  seen  in  measles.  Dose: 
The  first  dilutions,  even  the  mother  tincture,  given  as  above  recommended  for 
nuz  vom. 

Allium  Oepa  is  also  indicated  in  very  acute  coryza  with  lachrymation.  Dose :  Ix, 
2z  or  3x  dilution. 

Arsenicum, — A  reliable  drug  in  the  treatment  of  acute  and  very  intense  coryza, 
especially  when  the  discharge  is  of  a  burning  and  corroding  character.  Dose :  As 
allium  cepa. 

Dulcamara  is  the  principal  remedy  in  coryza  neonatomm.  This  is  an  absolutely 
clinical  indication.    Dose:  Same  as  a/iium and  araemcum. 

ChamomiUa  and  Belladonna. — These  two  drugs  find  their  indications  in  certain 
coiyzas  associated  with  excessive  pains.  Those  pains  are  located  in  the  maxillary 
and  frontal  sinus,  and  when  they  are  very  intense  are  accompanied  by  anxiety  and 
restlessness.  Dose :  in  two  separate  glasses  of  water  add  a  few  drops  of  the  3x  of 
each,  and  give  alternately  every  hour,  or  even  every  half-hour. 

Chronic  form. — PuliuiUa  is  indicated  in  coryza  as  soon  as  the  discharge  becomes 
thick.  The  characteristic  of  this  drug  is  the  loss  of  smell  and  taste.  It  is  also 
indicated  in  chronic  corvza  when  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  thickens ;  ulceration 
of  nares;  obstruction  of  nasal  passages;  secretion  of  thick,  yellow,  or  green  and 
foetid  mucus.  Dose :  It  should  be  used  in  low  dilutions  and  even  the  ^,  two  to  three 
doses  per  diem  for  several  weeks. 

Silicea  is  a  very  important  drug  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  coryza ;  chronic  form 
of  stopping  of  the  nose  with  thickening ;  redness  and  ulceration  of  nasal  mucous 
membrane,  with  a  purulent  foetid  discharge  having  the  odor  of  decomposed  meat. 
Silicea  holds  good  also  in  another  variety  of  chronic  coryza,  alternately  fluent  and  dry 
associated  with  sneezing.  Dose :  The  30th  dilution  is  the  most  convenient  potency 
for  this  drug.  To  be  taken  twice  daily  during  eight  or  ten  days,  and  after  four 
days  rest  begin  again. 

JSepar  Sulphur, — The  action  of  this  drug  is  analogous  to  that  of  silicea ;  both  of 
these  drugs  may  be  alternated.  The  most  particular  symptoms  indicating  hepar 
are  obstruction  of  nares  with  itching ;  pains  and  crusts  in  the  nose,  or,  on  the  con- 
trary, muco-purulent  discharge  having  a  bad  odor,  sometimes  mixed  with  blood  ; 
there  is  great  swelling  and  r^ness  of  the  nose  and  loss  of  smell.  Dose :  Usually  we 
give  the  3d  or  6th  dilutions  in  the  same  manner  as  silicea. 

Oraphites. — This  drug  is  indicated  as  well  when  there  is  a  puriform  discharee  with 
crusts  in  the  nose,  ulceration  of  nares  associated  with  impetigo  of  the  face ;  the  dis-* 
charge  is  foetid  even  to  the  patient  himself;  which  excludes  totally  any  idea  of  a 
true  oza?na,  in  which  the  faculty  of  smell  is  entirely  lost  Graphites  is  also  indicated 
in  cases  of  obturation  and  painful  dryness  of  the  nose.    Dose :  Same  as  hepan 

Kali  bichrbmieum. — The  ulceration  and  destruction  of  the  parietes  of  the  nasal 
fossae  is  the  more  characteristic  of  slow  poisoning  by  the  bichromate  of  potash. 
This  perforation  is  preceded  by  an  acute  and  violent  coryza  with  sneezing.  Serous 
discharge  and  lachrymation,  swelling  and  redness  of  the  nose;  later,  patients  blow 
hard  and  elastic  plugs.  The  smelling  faculty  is  sometimes  lost.  Dose:  First  dilu- 
tions. 

Kali  hydriodieum, — The  well-known  action  of  iodide  of  potash  upon  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  nose,  of  the  frontal  sinus  and  of  the  conjunctivae  naturally  is  indi- 
cated in  the  treatment  of  acute  coryza.  Its  action  upon  the  scrofulous  affections 
should  make  us  think  of  it  in  the  chronic  coryza,  so  habitual  in  scrofulous  patients,  and 
the  clinical  experience  has  proven,  in  fact,  that  kali  hydriodieum  is  a  very  good 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  coryza  in  all  periods.  Dose :  Same  as  the  previous 
drug. 

Qmium  maa,  calca,  carb.  and  stdphur  have  been  employed  by  some  physicians  with 
success  in  chronic  form  of  coryzji,  but  the  indications  of  those  individually  having 
not  been  given,  we  cannot  but  recommend  to  the  attention  of  practitioners. — Dr. 
P.  Jousset,  in  P  Art  Medical^  October,  1890. 

Calcar.  Cars,  in  Ganglion. — Dr.  Kunkel  was  consulted  in  December,  1887, 
by  a  clerk  for  a  ganglion  on  the  back  of  the  right  hand.  He  had  suffered  from  hip 
disease  in  childhood,  in  consequence  of  which  spontaneous  luxation  had  occurred. 


862  The  Hahnemannian  Monthly.  [December, 

Now  he  has  an  extensive  ganglion.  Sweats  easilji  particnlarlj  aboat  the  head  ; 
ft^uent  toothache,  worse  from  a  draught,  better  from  covering  upwarmlj;  feels 
generally  worse  in  damp  weather;  the  hand  cannot  be  used,  is  painful,  both  spon- 
taneously and  from  motion. 

Calcar.  carb.,  10,  a  drop  twice  daily  was  prescribed. 

On  March  Ist,  he  reported  that  the  swelling  had  increased  in  size  at  first  and  then 
decreased,  so  that  he  can  now  use  his  hand  without  any  trouble.  The  remedy  was 
thereupon  continued  and  the  swelling  almost  entirely  disappeared.— ^pem. 
HomoBop.  Zeitung,  August  7,  1890. 

Rhus  Tox.  in  Sciatica. — M.,  male,  had  suffered  for  four  or  five  weeks  from 
sciatica,  for  which  allopathic  physicians  had  been  unable  to  do  anything.  He  was 
lyinff  in  bed  resting  on  his  left  side  and  moving  his  right  leg  constantly.  Electricity 
had  been  employed  with  but  slight  relief.  He  could  not  stay  in  bed  at  night,  par- 
ticularly after  midnight,  but  had  to  get  up  and  walk  about;  constant  thirst,  dnuk- 
ing  little  at  a  time;  frequent  voiding  of  scanty  urine  that  smelled  strong;  could 
not  lie  on  the  back  or  the  right  tide ;  aggravation  during  windy  weather ;  icy  cold- 
ness of  the  affected  part.  Arsen.,  10,  was  prescribed  for  two  days  without  result, 
when  he  mentioned  that  he  was  worse  in  damp  weather  and  from  damp  air.  Rhus 
tox.,  10,  was  then  given  for  three  days  without  much  relief.  On  the  night  of  the 
third  day  he  obtained  ten  hours'  sleep  and  in  two  days  more  went  about  his  business 
(in  the  open  airj. 

From  some  cause  he  had  a  slight  relapse  that  was  rapidly  removed  by  rhus  tox. 

Absenicum  IK  Carbuncle. — A  widow  aged  51  years,  had  always  been  well  un- 
til within  ten  days  before  coming  under  treatment.  Her  illness  i^&n  with  cold 
shivering,  disgust  for  food,  weakness  and  burning  pains  in  the  neck,  and  in  the 
back  part  of  the  head  when  straightening  it  Sleep  was  bad  on  account  of  the 
pains.  She  cannot  bear  to  lie  on  her  back  ;  pulse  quick ;  tongue  not  coated ;  hard 
blue-red  swelling  of  the  size  of  an  egg  on  the  back  of  her  neck,  a  little  movable 
on  the  underlying  parts,  many  smsill  white  spots  on  the  same,  but  no  secretion. 
Pains  particularly  violent  in  the  night.  Arsenicum  album,  third  centesimal  dilu- 
tion, was  prescribed.  In  four  days  pus  began  to  ooze  from  two  small  openings,  and 
the  pains  in  the  back  of  the  neck  decreased  considerably.  In  ten  d%ys  the  swelling 
was  soft  all  over.  In  one  month  she  was  entirely  cured! — Dr.  Oscar  Hansen  in  the 
HanKEopathic  World,  October  1,  1880. 

Nabulus  Albus  in  Diarbhcea. — From  an  article  appearing  in  the  JVow- 
actions  of  the  Maine  Homceopathic  Medical  Society,  on  "  Applied  Materia  Medica,"  we 
glean  that  Dr.  M.  S.  Briry  has  cured  a  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  with  nabulmcJbua, 
**  It  will  have  good  effect  in  cases  of  chronic  diarrhcea,  with  aggravation  in  the 
morning  and  immediately  after  breakfast ;  stools  profuse  and  sometimes  feel  hot  m 
passing.  It  will  be  found  useful  in  those  cases  in  which  sulphur  and  natmm-sol- 
phuricum  seem  to  be  indicated,  but  fail  to  cure. 

**  Nuphar  Lutea  is  another  remedy  for  diarrhcea,  in  which  the  agxravations 
are  in  the  morning.  I  have  used  it  a  number  of  times  with  good  results  in  cases  of 
morning  diarrhoea  in  women.*' — Dr.  M.  S.  Briry,  Trans.  Maine  Med,  Sac. 

Chelibonium  in  Gastric  Catarrh  ?—■"  Alvin  G.,  aged  forty-five,  has  had 
catarrh  in  the  nose  for  years  and  the  same  in  the  stomach  ;  has  been  told  that  be 
has  cancer  of  the  stomach.  Tenderness  over  the  stomach,  with  sinking,  gone  feel- 
ing, at  times  reaching  a  state  of  painful  anguish  ;  all  the  symptoms  relieved  from 
eating.  If  he  doesn't  eat  at  such  times  he  often  vomits  a  little  bile  and  belches 
much  gaf>,  with  bitter  taste;  bowels  very  costive,  with  alternate  diarrhoea.  I  had 
tried  a  number  of  remedies  with  but  little  good,  until  ehdidonium  6x  at  once 
relieved  all  the  symptoms,  and  for  ten  years  now  he  has  been  free." — Dr.  C.  M. 
Fobs,  Transaciians  of  the  Maihe  Medical  Society,  1890. 

"  Practical  Points." — We  abstract  the  following  from  an  article  by  Dr.  Geo. 
M.  Ockfonl,  in  the  November  Souihem  Journal  of  Homooopalhy: 

Hay  Fever. — Every  summer,  cough  and  wheezing  breathing.  Cough  preceded 
by  asthmatic  condition.  Always  aggravated  by  first  sleep.  Aralia  raeemnak 
promptly  relieved. 

Neuralgia. — Four  weeks  duration,  occipital,  facial,  coming  in  paroxysms.  Brf 
onia  3x  lei>sened  frequency  of  attacks.    Bryonia  200  completed  the  cure. 
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Ocuirodynia  in  Nervous  Ftmale, — After  every  meal,  pain  and  sick  feeling;  ner- 
Tous,  fidgety  feeling  in  feet  in  evenine.    Zincum  I2z  relieved. 

Sleeplesmess  in  Pneumonia. — After  diloral  and  opium  had  been  eiven  ansuccest- 
fully  to  induce  sleep  in  a  pneumonia  patient,  laehesia  76m  gave  sleep  in  half  an 
hour. 

Malaria, — A  fourteen-jear  old  boj»  after  much  bathing,  had  fever  and  ague. 
Paroxysms  came  early  in  the  morning,  2  A.M.  to  3  a.m.  Short  chill,  long  fever, 
profuse  sweat,  thirst  absent  in  all  stages ;  slight  headache ;  drowsiness  and  occa- 
sional vomiting.     Thuja  80  cured. 

Behebies  fob  Infaitt  Diarkhcea. — Dr.  Wm.  Owens,  Sr.,  in  the  October 
American  Homceopalhistf  gives  the  following  remedies  and  indications  for  diarrhoeas 
in  children. 

Arsenicum, — Stools  thin,  watery,  scant  or  copious;  may  be  green,  yellowish, 
white,  or  liite  rice  water,  or  of  undigested  food  after  eating ;  rapid  emaciation  ; 
great  thirst,  taices  but  little  water  at  a  time. 

Belladonna. — After  a  chill ;  stools  green,  slimy. 

Bryonia.— Changes  to  hot  weather ;  following  cold  drinks ;  stool  yellow,  bilious, 
slimy. 

Chamomilla. — Following  cold  drinks;  yellow,  bilious,  slimy,  watery,  like  beaten- 
np  eggs,  griping,  colicky  pains  in  bowels ;  worse  after  passion. 

JpecaeuaiJuL — During  hot  weather,  with  nausea,  vomiting  of  food  *and  watery 
substances. 

Mereurius  Dulds. — Discharges  acrid,  dark,  grassy-green,  frequent,  painful. 

Verairum  Album. — Discharge  large,  watery,  frequent;  thirst  great;  cold  or 
clammy  extremities. 

For  Changes  of  Weather. — Fron;i  warm  to  cold.    Dulcamara. 

For  Teething. — Chamomilla,  belladonna,  kreosote,  mereurius  vivus,  sulphur. 

For  Sour  Stools. — Bheum,  chamomilla,  lycopodium. 

For  Gushing  or  Explosive  Discharges. — Secale,  croton  tiglium,  phosphorus. 

Lienteric  DiarrhoDo^ — Arsenicum,  nux  vomica,  croton  tiglium,  oleander. 

Oroton  Tiglium. — Discharges  large  or  small,  loose,  watery,  burning  greenish,  yel- 
low liquid,  papescent,  come  with  force;  slight  straining  afterward;  heat  in  the 
month ;  wants  cold  things. 

British  Medicinai<  Plaints. — In  the  November  Homceopaihic  Physician,  Dr. 
Alfred  Heath  continues  his  remarks  concerning  British  medicinal  plants,  from 
which  we  abstract  i^  following: 

Actasa  Spicata. — Not  proven,  but  was  mentioned  by  Buckert  as  a  remedy  in  cer- 
tain cases  of  neuralgia,  characterized  by  violent  tearing  and  drawing  rheumatic 
pains  in  one  side  of  the  face,  extending  from  the  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw  through 
the  molar  bone  as  far  as  the  temple.  It  b  acrid,  cathartic  and  poisonous  to  chil- 
dren. Allopathically  it  has  been  used  as  an  external  application  to  inflammations, 
and  with  much  success  in  tumors  of  the  breast. 

Pceonta  Officinalis. — Formerly  used  as  an  anodyne,  also  as  a  tonic,  and  as  a  remedv 
for  epilepsy.  Pseonia  produces,  in  healthy  people,  many  varieties  of  pain,  head- 
aches, boring,  darting,  tearing,  gnawing,  sticking  with  pressure,  aching ;  rushes  of 
blood  to  the  head ;  restless  sleep,  with  fancies  and  dreams ;  languor,  weariness  on 
walking;  heaviness  in  the  chest  and  limbs  in  the  open  air ;  languor  and  heaviness 
of  the  limbs,  relieved  after  eating;  rreat  prostration  in  the  evening;  symptoms 
similar  to  epilepsy — rush  of  blood  to  the  head,  nausea,  hissing  in  the  head,  vanish- 
ing of  the  senses,  fainting  aAer  walking  up-hill,  vertigo  during  every  motion,  con- 
stant reeling  sensation  in  head,  staggering  to  and  fro,  heat  in  the  head,  crauiing  in 
the  forearm  as  of  something  alivCy  transitory  creeping  in  the  fingers  aTid  sides, 

Bebcedies  fob  Glaucoma. — In  a  paper  by  Di*.  A.  B.  Norton,  on  "Acute 
Glaucoma,"after  recapitulating  the  local  treatment  necessary  in  the  disease,  gives  the 
following  list  of  remedies  that  may  be  of  service  in  connection  with  other  measures. 

Aconite  may  be  of  service  at  the  commencement  of  an  acute  attack  when  we  have 
much  heat,  redness  and  burning  pain  in  the  eye,  together  with  fever  and  other 
symptoms  of  the  drug  generally. 

Belladonna  may  occasionally  be  indicated  in  severe  throbbing  pains,  aggravated  by 
noise  and  light,  together  with  the  flushed  face. 

Bryonia  is  a  remedy  to  which  much  credit  is  given.    The  eyes  feel  full.    Sharp, 
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shooting  pains  through  the  eje  and  head.  Eyes  sore  to  touch  and  on  moring  them. 
Halo  around  the  light 

Cedron  may  relieve  a  severe  shootinp;  pain  over  the  eye. 

Coloq/nth  has  a  severe  cutting  pain  in  and  around  the  eye,  which  is  relieved  hy 
presBure. 

Qelsemivm  is  one  of  our  principal  remedies  in  this  disease,  and  is»  perhaps,  more 
frequently  used  than  any  other,  and  yet  there  seems  to  be  no  especial  characteristic 
symptoms  upon  which  it  is  given,  hence  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  its  use  has 
depended  upon  the  fact  that  clinically  it  has  proven  its  value,  as  many  favorable  re- 
sults are  recorded  from  its  use. 

Nux  vomica  has  been  used  more  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease,  when  atrophy  of 
the  nerve  ih  present,  the  morning  aggravations  and  other  symptoms  of  nnz. 

Oimium  is  a  remedy  that  has  proven  of  value  in  the  hands  of  some  and  from  its 
symptoms  should  be  given  a  more  thorough  trial.  It  has  sudden,  sharp,  severe  pains 
in  and  around  the  eye.  Dimness  of  vision ;  objects  seen  as  in  a  fog.  Halo  of  various 
colors  around  a  light. 

Phosphorus  is  of  value  after  an  iridectomy,  and  in  some  cases  is  useful  early.  Halo 
around  light.    Objects  appear  red. 

Prunus  spinosa  has  a  very  severe  pain  in  the  eye,  as  though  it  were  being  pressed 
asunder;  sharp  shooting  pain  in  the  eye  and  side' of  head. 

Rhododendron  has  severe  periodic  pains  in  the  eye,  aggravated  before  a  storm. 

Spigeiia  will  also  often  relieve  the  sharp,  shooting  pains  in  the  eyes  and  head. 
The  pains  are  worse  on  motion  and  at  night. 

Apis,  eserine.  mercurius  and  thuja  may  be  needed. — The  New  England  Medical 
Gazette^  November. 

Suggested  Remedies  for  Diseases  of  the  Pancreas. — In  the  October 
number  of  the  North  American  Journal  of  HomGsopathy^  there  appears  an  article  "  On 
Diseases  of  the  Pancreait,''  by  Dr.  Samuel  Lilienthal,  from  the  last  paragraph  of 
which  we  abstract  the  following: 

In  diabetic  affections  resulting  from  disease  of  the  pancreas,  nux  vomica  is  highly 
thought  of,  also  after  the  abuse  of  liquors,  high  living,  over-indulgence  in  society  life. 
In  lycopodium  we  may  meet  with  oancreatic  calculi  and  jaundice;  wasting  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  body  with  the  (Edematous  swelling  of  the  lower  limbs.  Deventer 
calls  attention  to  chelidonium  and  carduus  mariantie.  In  the  latter,  after  the  abuse  of  al- 
coholic drinks,  es))ecially  of  beer,  and  with  araenicum  the  former  shares  its  relief  by 
hot  drinks,  but  while  the  celandine  may  be. more  indicated  in  the  earlier  stages, 
arsenic  may  be  more  indicated  in  the  latter  stages,  when  emaciation  and  mental  de- 
pression prevail.  Bromide  of  araenicj  not  too  low.  Aurum  find  nilrie  aeid^  when 
pancreatic  atrophy  originated  in  syphilis  and  melaturia  followed.  Phofphantt, 
with  its  fatty  degeneration  and  venous  stasis,  the  emaciating  tocfutm,  and  the  deeply 
penetrating  plumbum  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

Phosphorus. — "  For  cases  in  which  cold  food  relieved  and  warm  food  aggra- 
vated, I  have  found  phosphorus  4x  useful." — Dr.  C.  M,   Foes,    TranmcUow  cf  the 

Maine  Medical  Society ^  1890. 

Tarentut.a  in  Chorea.— Dr.  C.  M.  Foss,  in  the  TranKielions  of  the  Maine 
Medial  S^tciety^  1890,  says;  In  two  cases  of  chorea  in  children,  with  a  continuance 
of  the  symptoms  when  sleeping,  tarentida  cured.  I  gave  them  both  in  the  30th 
|)utency,  bui  as  one  of  them  continued  to  grow  worse,  I  gave  that  one  tarentula  8th, 
with  amelioration  of  the  symptoms  at  once. 

Cuprum  in  Epileptic  Convulsions.— "John  P.,  aged  forty-five,  has  had 
epileptic  convulsions  for  years,  so  that  it  had  brought  on  great  nervous  excitability 
with  trembling  at  times.  He  had  two  or  three  convulsions  a  week  ;  they  came  on 
more  frequently  at  night.  Ouprum  2x  relieved  so  that  it  is  now  over  six  months 
since  he  has  had  a  convulsion,  the  last  one  being  very  light.  This  case  received 
cuitrum  30  at  finst,  but  the  convulsions  increased  while  taking  it.  This  is  the  second 
case  in  which  cuprum  2x  has  worked  well ;  one  of  the  cases  has  not  had  a  convul- 
sion for  over  four  years. — Dr.  C.  M.  Foss,  TraMaeiions  of  the  Maine  Medical  Soeietyf 
1890. 

Chionanthus — Headache,  with  intense  bruised  feeling  of  the  eyeballs  and  ab- 
dominal pains. — California  Homoeopath  November. 
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